
HOS Bird Trail 2013           12th of May 
 

This year, the Bird Trail reverted to 
Blashford Lakes, and as the marquee 

was being erected, HOS guides 
discussed the disastrous state of our 

county following 13 months of 
greyness, rain, cold and lack of sun.  
The Sand Martins which arrived in 

March all died, just a few later arrivals 
surviving, the New Forest has never 
been so quiet and devoid of birds at 

this time of year, and virtually all 
reports were of doom and gloom.  Last 

year was bad enough but things are getting worse.  
 

Throughout the day, the commonest birds were the Swifts, but this is not necessarily a good 
sign.  There is a theory which states that if 
they and hirundines are to be seen in such 

large numbers over water, it is because there 
is no food to be found elsewhere. 

 
It was therefore a surprise that the winning 
team this year clocked up 57 species.  (We 

cannot yet justify the expense of a flyover by 
the Red Arrows, but right at the end, a Hobby 
slowly glided over all of us, so make that 58.) 

 
Despite this, we were as usual lucky with the weather, the rain coming 3 minutes after the end 

of the event. Volunteers, mums and dads, HOS 
and RSPB guides had taken the children around 
the hides and yet again a good day was had by 

all.  Only one team went as far as the Sand 
Martin hide but although they only glimpsed 2 
of these birds, we did get lucky.  We witnessed, 

although distantly, the wonderful courting 
display of the Great Crested Grebes, which 

beats anything you see on a Saturday night in 
Southampton city centre, and all that is required 

is a mouthful of weeds. 
 

Chris Packham was in great form, again, and patiently signed countless autographs, awarded 
the prizes, and gave a talk.  We should be grateful that he goes out of his way to help HOS.  At 
our Open Day last month, he returned early from Baltimore just to attend. The day before the 
Bird Trail, he returned from Africa, and when he left us, had to drive straight to Devon.  But no 



one is perfect.  He still maintains, to the great consternation of all who attended, not to say 
many qualified naturalists, that the greatest species to be found in the New Forest are - - 

Poodles.  He really should try and get out a bit more.   
 

 
Incidentally, Springwatch 2013 begins shortly.  See how many song titles you notice 
which are ‘accidentally’ inserted into the dialogue.  

 
 

Here is a report from Dominik, one of our most enthusiastic members, who I hope will try and 
make a career out of wildlife. (He was interviewed on radio as being a member of ‘HOS’ and 

the ‘Royal Society for the Prevention of Birds’.  He decided not to correct the presenter.) 
 
 
 

I can't think of many better ways to spend a Sunday morning than being out in the 
open air on the trail of birds, with many like minded people.  

 This was my second time on the annual 
HOS and RSPB bird trail, and this year it 
took place at Blashford Lakes. The group 
that I was in consisted of children of all 
ages plus a few parents, but I spent nearly 
all of my time with John Shillitoe and Tony 
Norris, whose knowledge of everything 
taught me so much.  
 On our walk we saw loads of bird 
species, and I was surprised that so many 

were in such a small area. This was helped by the fact that we covered both 
woodlands and lakes, so we had a variety of habitats to cover. It was also lovely to 
be able to go into the hides and look out over the lakes and into the woods. One of 
them had bird feeders right up against the glass and we saw finches, woodpeckers 
and a squirrel! We had new look data collection booklets this year, which were really 
good, and we did not just document which birds we saw, but the numbers of them 
too, so we gathered more accurate and detailed records! Once the walk was finished 
we came to the Lakes Visitors Centre where we did some fun activities. We did owl 
pellet dissecting and I found large mammal bones plus a mystery object in mine! 
After that we did pond dipping and I managed to catch a newt as well as other 
fascinating pond critters.  However, right in the middle of the pond I saw a massive 
diving beetle which I tried to catch, but it managed to escape the grasp of my net.  
 At the end of the day, we were asked to convene in front of the HOS marquee 
so that the surprise guest could announce the results of which group had spotted, or 



heard, the most birds. The surprise guest was the amazing and inspirational Chris 
Packham, who had only just returned from filming in Kenya. Sadly my group didn't 
win one of the prizes, but as Chris Packham so rightly said, we were all winners by 
being out at Blashford Lakes and finding so many different species of birds.  
  I loved the whole day and can not wait for next year. A massive thank you to 
all of the organisers for such a fab day.  
 
 

            By Dominik Reynolds, Junior HOS member. 
 
 
Thanks to Paul Levey of HOS and to Don Fuller of the RSPB for organising the day, 
to Chris Packham, to all the volunteers, to Josie Allen - assistant photographer, to 
all the staff of Blashford Lakes and to all of the children, for showing such 
enthusiasm and yet again (this is becoming tedious) being so well behaved.  Scroll 
down for just a few of the hundreds of pictures.   

  
 
Ian Julian 
www.natureandpictures.com 
Sunny Bournemouth  
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