
  

KING   ISHER 
Hampshire Ornithological Society Magazine 

No 154                 Spring 2017 

 



2 

                                      
 



3 

Contents 
Advertising rates/Wear Kingfisher with pride                     See page 4 
Editorial                                                                                    See page 5  
Seeking Chile’s endemic birds from Santiago                 Keith Betton 8 
Shetland 2016                                                                 Amy Robjohns 13 
Picture Gallery: The Snow Bunting                            See pages 18 & 19 
HOS Surveys of Corn Bunting & Turtle Dove                  Keith Betton 20 
The good, the bad and the indifferent                           Tom Bickerton 22 
Nutbags Advert                                                                       See page 24 
HOS Walks and Events                                                          See page 25 
Reports of Previous HOS Walks                                           Phil Budd 29 
Hampshire Swifts 2016                        Andy Broadhurst & Tim Norriss 33 
Birding October to December 2016                              Amy Robjohns 36 
Hampshire Highlights                                                    Amy Robjohns 41 
Recent Reports                                                               Amy Robjohns 45 
Membership subscription renewal reminder                  Kay Shillitoe 48 
New HOS Members in 2016                                              Kay Shillitoe 49 
Membership related items plus contacts                            See page 50  
Photo Index                                                                             See page 51 
                              
PHOTOGRAPHS/ARTICLES TO PHIL BUDD PLEASE OR SIMPLY TO: 
photos@hos.org.uk                                                         

 

 
The Hampshire Ornithological Society is registered charity  (no. 1042309)

President Chris Packham    Chairman Alan Snook 
Opinions expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Society 

or of the editor 

Editor 
Philip (Phil) Budd 
488 Bitterne Road East, Bitterne,  
Southampton SO18 5EP 
Mobile: 07748 236666  
philipbuddathos@gmail.com 
 



4 

DEADLINE FOR SUMMER 2017 KINGFISHER 
 KINGFISHER   1st APRIL 2017 

  KINGFISHER 
  

Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
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Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.   Addi-
tional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  You 

can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in all four 
issues with or without photos/artwork. 

 
The rates are £90 full page, £50 half page, £35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 

also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 
up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 

 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

“WEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.” 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing – Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.   
  

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates – telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk


5 

                                        EDITORIAL  
 
Happy New Year to one and all. I hope that you are not finding the 
weather too chilly this winter. Although the cold weather is not such 
good news for many of the birds I personally prefer this type of win-
ter to the non-stop mildness, wetness and storminess of the previous    
three. I noticed that in, 2016, insect numbers (especially butterflies 
and dragonflies) were particularly low and so was the breeding sea-
son for many of our birds. These may have been related to the win-
ter conditions but the wet spring, no doubt, also played a large part 
in the bird breeding season. 
 
You should find the insert about the Member’s Day/AGM with this 
issue of Kingfisher. This is an event that I would certainly recom-
mend that you attend, especially if you have not been to one of these 
gatherings previously. 
 
In the past I have sometimes used this Editorial for a bit of a moan. 
This is because, at times, editing the newsletter can be quite a 
thankless task to say the least. Unfortunately there appears to be 
two consistent issues which keep cropping up and may need some 
help with. It would seem timely to raise these issues again. 
 
Firstly, although the articles that I receive are generally excellent and 
I receive very many superb pictures, I am still struggling for articles 
to fill 52 pages four times a year. You will see in this issue that, apart 
from myself, only about five members have contributed to articles 
other than the regular features. This is five people out of a member-
ship of well over 1,000. By any standards this is very poor. Please, 
please, please I need more articles and from more different people. 
Anything at all to do with birds of birds in Hampshire please. 
 
Secondly I am fully aware that there have been some significant mis-
takes appearing in the Walks and Events section recently. As editor I 
take the main responsibility for this but that have been difficulties be-
yond my direct control that have contributed to this situation and 
which I am currently trying to resolve. Could I ask walk leaders to 
check the details of their walks when they appear in Kingfisher and 
inform me of any mistakes with dates, location details, contact details 
etc., and inform me quickly if there are. I hope there are none but 
please check. Thank you.                                                   Phil Budd. 
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                                  Notice Board  
 

        Bird Trail 2017 - Sunday 24th September 
 
Following the success of Bird Trail 2016 we will be running the event 
at Blashford Lakes again in 2017 on Sunday 24th September. If you 
are able to volunteer as a guide or with an activity please contact: 
patricia.brown129@btinternet.com with your details and preferences. 
  
We will be holding a briefing meeting in advance of the event. You 
can also find out more at the Open Day on Saturday March 25th.  
 
The event is for accompanied groups only. If you would like a group to 
take part please let Patricia know. More details to follow in the next 
edition of Kingfisher. 
 
Dr Patricia Brown 
 

 

New Forest Show Co-ordinator required 
 

HOS has participated at this major event for many years now being 
an opportunity to meet the public and advise of our activities and 
hopefully to join up new members. Ray Morley has for the past few 
years co-ordinated this event but for personal reasons has now 
stepped down from this position. 
 
The society is therefore looking for a volunteer to undertake this 
position and any member willing to consider this task is asked to 
contact Ted Barnes Ted.barnes@virgin.net in the initial instance for 
advice on the duties. 
 
It would be a great pity if after many years the society was no longer 
to attend this event so please give this appeal serious consideration. 
 
Ted Barnes 
 
 
 

 

mailto:patricia.brown129@btinternet.com
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                                  Book Review:   
 

         New Forest Walks (a time traveller’s guide)  
 
New Forest (a time traveller’s guide) has been compiled by Andrew 
Walmsley, who has been a HOS member for 30 years or so, and was Chair-
man of the Membership Sub-committee, Walks Organiser and a walk leader 
too. 
 
Andrew's years of accumulated knowledge and experience of the New For-
est exude from every one of the 230 pages of this masterpiece. 
 
The book is packed out with everything you need to know about the New 
Forest.  It goes through each month of the year, giving wonderful details of 
the flora and fauna - including birds, mammals, dragonflies, butterflies, flow-
ers and fungi you are likely to observe in each particular month. 
 
The dimensions of this paperback are 15x21 cm which means it will fit neat-
ly into most jacket pockets. 
 
There are twelve well-defined maps showing suitable walks of various dis-
tances through all the main habitats, wonderful photographs throughout, 
and a do's and don'ts section on how to conduct yourself when visiting the 
New Forest. 
 
Whether you are visiting or if you actually live in the New Forest, this is a 
must have book. 
 
I would thoroughly recommend it for walkers, birdwatchers and all with an 
interest in the wildlife of the area - it would make a great gift for anyone with 
an interest in the New Forest. 
  
Martin Bennett & Phil Budd 
  
ISBN: 9781850589112        Paperback. 192pp. 
  
Available from Sigma Press sigmapress.co.uk for £12.99 
  
  

Editor’s Note: This Book Review appeared in Issue Number 153 but 
without details such as the ISBN number. Therefore I have published 
the review again in this issue of Kingfisher. 
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    Seeking Chile’s endemic birds from Santiago 
 
 

I am often asked where you can visit a major foreign city and see a lot of inter-
esting birds. Three years ago John Clark, Tim Doran and I spent an excellent 
fortnight travelling around northern and central Chile. In this article I will out-
line some of the great birding opportunities within just a few hours drive from 
the cosmopolitan city of Santiago - Chile’s capital. 
 
Santiago is a pleasant base for 4-5 days of very diverse birding. Apart from 
seeing up to 130 species, you can plan to find 7 of Chile’s endemic birds - 
namely Chilean Tinamou, Crag Chilia, Moustached Turca, White-throated 
Tapaculo, Dusky Tapaculo, Chilean Seaside Cinclodes and Dusky-tailed Can-
astero.  
 
Located near the base of the Andes, Santiago has a Mediterranean-type cli-
mate with winter rainfall and warm dry summers. Choosing to travel in Novem-
ber my friends and I benefitted from seeing many birds in breeding condition, 
but any time from September to February can be good.  
 
Less than an hour’s drive from our Santiago hotel our guide took us first along 
the Farellones Road towards the Parque Yerba Loca. The twisting bends of 
this road give you great opportunities to view both the hillsides and valleys 
below.   
 
Immediately we started to see Chilean Mockingbirds singing from telegraph 
poles. A former Chilean endemic, this enthusiastic songster is now also 
known from one small area in Neuquén province in Argentina, so no longer an 
endemic. 
 
A pair of Dusky-tailed Canasteros then appeared close by and flitted from 
bush to bush, mainly staying low, but giving good views in the end. Again this 
bird has appeared in Argentina - but only based on a specimen taken in Men-
doza province in 1911 - so in my book it’s now endemic to Chile. Maybe 
someone will prove me wrong one day! 
 
I was beginning to think that this should be renamed Endemic Road as one by 
one Chile’s special birds made their presence known. Having heard the two-
note call of the Chilean Tinamou several times just a few yards away we were 
lucky to have one walk right in front of us before flying off into the distance. 
 
Nearby we could also hear the haunting calls from a pair of Moustached Tur-
cas. These are real characters - huge tapaculos which run fast between 
clumps of vegetation like a startled chicken! I wish all tapaculos were this easy 
to see! By contrast, probably the hardest Chilean endemic to see well is the  
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White-throated Tapaculo, but our luck was in, and two birds called near to the 
road and then perched out on an obvious rock on several occasions. 
 
Despite checking a regular location for the much smaller Dusky Tapaculo we 
drew a blank, although the little-known Crag Chilia revealed itself on the next 
hillside, bounding about the rocks enthusiastically. Hummingbirds were rela-
tively few in number, but we did see a White-sided Hillstar and several Giant 
Hummingbirds. An Austral Pygmy-Owl sat quietly in a roadside tree, and re-
vealed the back of its head with a set of “false eyes” to confuse predators. A 
few smaller birds showed a passing interest in the owl, including the Chilean 
Elaenia. Recently split by some authorities from the White-crested Elaenia, 
this chilensis form is one of the commonest birds in central Chile and southern 
Argentina.  
 
Relatively common along the road were both Picui and Black-winged Ground-
Doves, while most fields contained Austral Thrushes and Greater Yellow-
Finches plus an assortment of sierra-finches. Furnarids were typically elusive, 
but Plain-mantled Tit-Spinetail and Tufted Tit-Tyrant were both seen well. 
 
Moving back onto the paved road we headed towards the Farellones ski re-
sort. At almost 10,000 feet the challenge of walking up the slopes was consid-
erable just a few hours after stepping off a plane!  But it was worth the effort to 
see both Rufous-banded and Creamy-rumped Miners together with a good 
assortment of ground-tyrants. Across the valley several Andean Condors 
soared effortlessly, with the updrafts helping them to patrol the mountainside 
for carcasses. 
 
 

Peruvian Thick-knee 
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One of my biggest target species for the Santiago area was South Ameri-
can Painted-snipe. Despite inhabiting lowland swampy areas in countries 
such as Paraguay, Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina, Chile offers the best 
opportunity to see this iconic bird. Just 15 miles north-west of Santiago the 
Lampa Marshes are by far the most reliable site for them, and this was to 
be our next location.  
 
The number of birds present on the marshes depends completely on the 
fluctuating water level. At the time of our visit there was plenty of water 
and flocks of Chiloe Wigeon, Yellow-billed Teal, Yellow-billed Pintail, Cin-
namon Teal and Red Shoveler regularly flew around, while small numbers 
of Black-headed Ducks skulked between small islands of reeds. There 
was also an opportunity to get to grips with the local coot varieties at close 
range - Red-gartered Coots were commonest, followed by Red-fronted 
and White-winged Coots. Black-necked Stilts and Southern Lapwings 
were nesting noisily along the lake shore. Carefully avoiding their nests, 
we checked the wetter parts of the marsh and were rewarded with excel-
lent views of three South American Painted-snipes. They flew around, and 
one landed on the lake edge and approached us boldly - seemingly confi-
dent that its plumage was well camouflaged. 
 
As we headed back across the marsh it seemed as if every corner of the 
reed beds was alive, with both Wren-like Rushbirds and Many-coloured 
Rush-Tyrants appearing frequently. Back on the drier fields there were 
several Correndera Pipits, and flocks of Yellow-winged Blackbirds com-
muted between the reeds and the nearby farmland.  

 
Towards the town of El 
Tabo we called in at the 
Laguna El Peral nature re-
serve.  The laguna is sur-
rounded by a trail, and from 
here we managed to obtain 
brief glimpses of the Dusky 
Tapaculo which is endemic 
to central Chile. Although 
audible from about 100 
yards this small brownish-
black bird has the ability to 
move undetected between 
clumps of vegetation as if 
by magic! Other birds in the 

area included a very gaudy Rufous-tailed Plantcutter  (above) and flocks 
of Chilean Swallows. We were also lucky to see a Stripe-backed Bittern 
nearby. 
 



11 

Our final location for the day 
was the coastal town of La 
Cruces. Both here and at 
nearby Cartagena the 
shoreline is rocky, providing 
a perfect habitat for the Chil-
ean Seaside Cinclodes. Alt-
hough similar to the Peruvi-
an Seaside Cinclodes (with 
which it was once lumped), 
the two species do not over-
lap at all. 
 
Looking out to sea there 
was plenty to check on - 

including Peruvian Pelicans and Peruvian Boobies, plus both Grey Gulls and 
Kelp Gulls, and many Sooty Shearwaters. 
 
Our final Santiago location was visually the most impressive, and is the most 
popular with visiting birders. It is the El Yeso valley (above). Some 35 miles 
from the city (but further by road), this really is part of the Andean uplands 
and requires a full day of exploration to be fully appreciated. 
 
Sadly, the whole area has been badly affected by quarrying and water ex-
traction, and we spent much of our time having to wait while convoys of lor-
ries passed in the opposite direction along a single track road with a sheer 
drop on one side! There is a reservoir which is not very productive and part 
of it was dry during our visit, causing clouds of thick dust to obliterate the 
view on occasions. 
 
A high-clearance vehicle 
is best for this trip as 
beyond the dam a rough 
track continues towards 
a large bog surrounded 
by the mountains. The 
big target here is the 
enigmatic Diademed 
Plover (right), and we 
were rewarded by dis-
tant views of three birds. 
Sadly, disturbance is 
often a big issue here,  
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and birders should avoid approaching these birds as they are nesting. 
There is plenty to see with a telescope, and we also enjoyed views of Grey
-breasted Seedsnipe, plus Upland and Andean Geese. 

 
The drive up to this point 
takes you past many plac-
es which allow you to ex-
plore open rocky areas. 
Our main target was the 
elusive Mountain Para-
keet. Unlike many para-
keets that are noisy and 
obtrusive, these birds are 
fairly quiet and despite 
being green they blend 
well against the rocky 
background. 
 
We had second chances 
to see Crag Chilias among 
the rocks. The supporting 

cast here includes Scale-throated Earthcreeper, Grey-flanked Cinclodes 
together with Cordilleran and Sharp-billed Canasteros. There are plenty of 
ground-tyrants to compare, with White-browed, Black-fronted and Rufous-
naped all providing excellent views. Small birds seemed to be everywhere, 
and among the Grey-hooded Sierra-Finches there were also small num-
bers of Yellow-rumped Siskins (above). 
 
Santiago is a great city to use as a birding base. In addition, if you have 
time it is well worth booking a place on a pelagic trip out of the historic port 
city of Valparaiso which is 90 minutes away. There are several companies 
that offer departures. 
 
To make sure that we saw the best variety of birds we booked a private 
tour with Albatross Birding which was guided by Fernando Diaz. For more 
details, check out http://www.albatross-birding.com/ 
 

Keith Betton 
                              
 

http://www.albatross-birding.com/
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                            Shetland 2016 
 
An awesome week with Sean Foote, Matt Phelps and Ed Stubbs. The con-
ditions looked fantastic, and we were hyped having closely followed the 
previous week’s news. We had hoped the White’s thrush, lanceolated war-
bler and brown shrike, among other species would stay, but certainly no 
complaints with what we saw instead! 
 
Arriving in Aberdeen mid-afternoon on 9th, an excellent half hour was 
spent wandering around the harbour where the highlight for me was a 
humpback whale that breached a few times, close in offshore! The first 
whale I’d ever seen in British waters. It was much easier to catch up with 
than we expected, as upon getting out of the car and looking through the 
binoculars I remarked, “Is that it?” and so it was. Then the pager went off 
“Siberian Accentor Mainland NE of Sousburgh…”; a first for Britain!! Amaz-
ingly, it stayed the night, so our first stop after disembarking was a quarry 
by Sousburgh. It was awesome to see and hear the Siberian accentor and 
the views were great; something I’ll never forget. Over an hour was well 
spent enjoying the bird. What a fantastic start to the week! 
 
The day continued with good fortune – Matt picked up a Richard’s Pipit 
flying over the cottage (sadly during the moment I was inside so I missed 
it) and a yellow-browed warbler passed through the garden. A walk around 
Papil, West Burra, where we were staying, was great too with a bluethroat 
in a nearby garden alongside many twite. Next stop was a buff-breasted 
sandpiper (a lifer for me) at Boddam, a trip to Tesco’s, Scalloway for a 
rose-coloured starling, followed by a mad dash to Bressa when news 
broke of a black-faced bunting at Gunnista! Relocating the bird wasn’t 
easy, and in the end the decision was taken for someone to try flushing it, 
so brief flight views were had as it flew over our heads calling. 2 ‘megas’ in 
a day can’t happen very often, surely?! 
 
We tried to balance our time between covering the local area around 
Papil, exploring different sites and twitching other rarer birds. The walks 
around Papil have proved fruitful, with the Richard’s Pipit hanging about 
(yay, lifer for me!) and finding an olive-backed pipit on 11th. We also had a 
probable eastern yellow wagtail fly over calling on 11th, though sadly lost 
the bird so couldn’t confirm; just one of those that got away. The common-
er species have been interesting too, with twite and brambling making a 
daily appearance. A pool viewable from our cottage contained a small 
number of wildfowl – mute swans, mallard, teal and wigeon, as well as red-
shank and plenty of snipe. The field surrounding our cottage were alive 
with greylag geese, curlew, golden plover, more snipe and many meadow 
pipits, while the coastal waters provided us with good views of black guil-
lemot, razorbill, red-breasted mergansers and even otters. We were also 
rather chuffed to have a great skua flyover the cottage one morning – 
wouldn’t that be nice in standard suburbia! 
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 Other trips on Shetland during 
11th yielded a wheatear, red-
breasted flycatcher and 2 little 
bunting at Dale of Walls, Orto-
lan bunting and 2 yellow-
browed warblers at Hillwell, 
and fantastic views of short-
eared owl as it flew over the 
car, among other species.    
 
After our daily wander around 
Papil, the first stop on 12th 
was the Loch of Spiggie for 
wildfowl, and we weren’t dis-
appointed with highlights be-
ing whooper swans, scaup, 4 
long-tailed duck, goldeneye, 2 

Slavonian grebes and a single common scoter. Continuing to explore the ar-
ea we wandered along Spiggie beach where 4 stunning summer plumage 
great northern divers were out in the bay. The original plan for the rest of the 
day was to head south, towards Sumburgh Head. Stopping at Virkie, a scan 
of the beach yielded large numbers of dunlin and bar-tailed godwits, and a 
red-throated diver offshore, while another of those probable eastern yellow 
wagtails flew over and was later relocated nearby. The pager then kindly in-
formed us of an arctic warbler at Baltasound on Unst, a target species for all 
of us so the plan quickly changed. 
 
The journey up to Unst was worth it, for the bird showed very well (but was 
silent) and the scenery was lovely too. We only had a couple of hours to 
spend there so tried making the most of it. Merlin, Siberian & com-
mon chiffchaffs, yellow-browed warbler, blackcap, lesser whitethroat and our 
first fieldfare of autumn were the best we could do while searching for (and 
dipping) a Hornemann’s arctic redpoll not far from the arctic warbler. 
 
Returning south towards Sumburgh Head the following day (13th), gave us a 
chance to explore it further. It was great to enjoy fulmars up close, something 
you don’t get much in the Solent, and a pink-footed goose in a field at Grut-
ness (again, not a species one would expect in the Solent!). Razorbills, black 
guillemot, eider and a red-throated diver were offshore – a sea watch I could 
only dream of on my patch. 
 
13th continued with a trip over to South Collafirth to connect with a rather 
showy (but hard to photograph) Pallas‘s warbler flitting about in the trees with 
3 yellow-browed warblers and a chaffinch. Travelling towards the south, we 
stopped at Kergord to check the plantations we’d spotted on the map. A nice 
spot which seemed worth exploring further, although our short check yielded  

Red-breasted Merganser  Keyhaven  
17.2.16 Gareth Rees 
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only a few yellow-browed warblers. 
 
Our next target, pallid 
harrier, wasn’t quite so 
cooperative. We made 
two attempts to see the 
pallid harrier by the 
Loch of Hillwell, neither 
of which were success-
ful. However, our even-
ing by the loch wasn’t 
all that fruitless with 4 
shoveler, a lesser black
-backed gull and a reed 
bunting by the loch, and 
a very interesting fly-
catcher in the fields by 
one house in Ringasta. 
As soon as Ed and Matt 
called us over, it was 

clear the bird wasn’t like the red-breasted flycatchers we’d seen – very strik-
ing, with a clear white throat and darker dusky underparts, and hint of black 
upper tail coverts. Taiga flycatcher came to mind, but we realised just how 
rare that is. Other birders soon helped us watch and photograph it and noted 
other key features. It was interesting to hear the views of birders far more 
experienced than myself discuss its identification. 
 
By 14th, the wind had picked up quite considerably, making birding harder 
but the perseverance was well worth it. Sadly, the flycatcher wasn’t rediscov-
ered so it’ll be up to the rarities committee to decide if the evidence gained is 
enough for taiga flycatcher. The morning was split between Papil, 
where numerous kittiwake were flying around the bay and a hawfinch 
passed overhead, and the plantations at Kergord. 
 
The plantations were fantastic, an area we wish we’d discovered earlier in 
the trip. Wandering through each one yielded the expected species such as 
chiffchaff, blackcap, redwing, many brambling and yellow-browed warblers. 
The highlight must be the arctic warbler Sean found, great to see a second, 
although not as showy as the first!  
 
The afternoon began around West Voe beach for another spot of sea watch-
ing while trying to shelter from the wind. It was a great session (to me any-
way) with a decent number of long-tailed ducks, great northern diver, many 
gannets and kittiwake and large numbers of barnacle geese heading inland. 
News then broke of a pied wheatear nearby at Scatness found by Steve 
Minton. It showed brilliantly in front of us on the drystone wall, while flying  

Yellow-browed Warbler Eastleigh Sewage 
Farm 8.1.16 Richard Ford 
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low over our heads from time to time. We also heard about the northern long-
tailed tits Dan Houghton had found also around the same area, which sadly 
didn’t stay long enough to twitch. 

 
With more hours of daylight remaining, 
Quendale was our next stop with the 
hope of Lapland bunting and anything 
else that would be lurking. Whilst the 
bunting was a no show, it was nice to 
visit a new area and see the large num-
ber of brambling in the fields close by. 
Finally, we returned to the loch of Spig-
gie partly hoping the pallid harrier would 
roost there (though we failed in that 
sense). However, the large number of 
barnacle geese was lovely to see, as 
was a coot which briefly got us all excit-
ed! 
 
Our final day on Shetland sadly dawned 
(15th) but it was another excellent day. 
We were greeted to large numbers of 
fieldfare and a ring ouzel at Papil, 
amongst others. The rest of the morning 
was spent in the plantations at Kergord. 
Plenty of thrushes there too as well as 
many finches, a few yellow-browed war-
blers, chiffchaffs, blackcaps, hawfinch, 
and brief appearance of a sparrowhawk 

followed by peregrine! The highlight was an olive-backed pipit that appeared in 
a tree next to me and provided us with very good views indeed. 
 
Returning to the south, we stopped at Toab in the hope of seeing the Siberian 
stonechat though sadly couldn’t relocate it. On the plus side, we did catch up 
with a Lapland bunting while searching, and enjoyed watching many more bar-
nacle geese arrive over Scatness. Time was running out, but we managed to 
squeeze in a return to Kergord to catch up with a red-flanked bluetail Dan 
Pointon had just found. It was a species we’d all hoped to see during the trip, 
so a perfect end. Brief views, but a lovely bird nonetheless. The ferry journey 
back was very rough, but I suppose that was a small price to pay for the fan-
tastic trip!  
 

Amy Robjohns 

 
 
 

Brambling Blashford Lakes  
21.3.16 David Cuddon 
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Pictures of rarities seen and photographed in Shetland by 
Amy Robjohns……. 
 

Above: Arctic Warbler 
 
Below: Siberian Accentor 
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 Picture Gallery : The Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
 
Editor’s Note: So  many pictures of these have been received recently  
that I have decided to show a gallery of them. Credits on Page 51 
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    HOS Surveys of Corn Bunting and Turtle Dove 
 
This spring and summer HOS will be surveying Corn Buntings and 
Turtle Doves; two species that are declining both locally and na-
tionally.  We will be checking sites where they have been present in 
recent years, and trying to find out whether they are successful in 
breeding or not.  
 
These are both really popular species with Hampshire birders. It's a 
real delight to find them, so I hope many of you will be willing to 
help us by carrying out walks to look for them in areas where they 
may be found. Survey work will be from May to August. 
 
If you are not able to help with the survey please do report any Corn 
Buntings and Turtle Doves that you may find casually in case they 
are some that we are not aware of. 
 
If you are interested in helping - or sending in casual sightings - 
please contact Keith Betton - keithbetton@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
Right: Turtle Dove 
Below: Corn Bunting 
 
Both pictures taken 
by Keith Betton 

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
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                      Common Garden Birds Gallery 1 

       
 
 
 

      Credits on Page 51 
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       The good, the bad and the indifferent 

 
First some good news, Natural England has confirmed that it will 
protect the West Pennine Moors by making this important upland 
area a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  
 
Second, the bad news Natural England has issued three further  
licenses for killing of buzzards to protect pheasants for game shoot-
ing. Their announcement said that these licenses were issued for 
the killing of up to 26 buzzards, with 11 buzzards having already 
been shot. These licenses have been issued without any public 
knowledge. It good to know that Natural England has their account-
ing priorities in order. 
 
And thirdly, after what seemed an eternity of hurling abuse at each 
other, self-righteous egotism and factual inaccuracies by both sides 
the Parliamentary grouse driven moors debate turned out to be the 
biggest damp squib. It achieved little of any consequence on the en-
vironmental conditions of the uplands and the fate of the hen harrier.  
 
It was a deeply frustrating debate especially to the 123,000 that 
called for a ban and for those seeking reform. It illustrates that the 
illegal killing of hen harriers is still on going, contrary to the impres-
sion given by some MPs in the Westminster Hall debate.  
 
Put in context 123,000 objectors isn’t a lot compared to the total 
population of these isles, in fact it is a pathetic total when you con-
sider it was just one third of the day’s objection total to the BBC los-
ing Bake-off to Channel 4. So maybe it’s the sign of the times that 
the majority simply doesn’t really care, or consider Mary Berry's reci-
pes more important. 
 
Tom Bickerton 
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***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***  
MARCH TO MAY 2017  

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO  LEAD A WALK,  PLEASE CONTACT  
Ted Barnes or Peter Hutchins 

 
Peter Hutchins: 01256 770831 or 07895 388378 or fieldfare@jaybry.gotadsl.co.uk or 

Ted Barnes: 07811049281 or 02380266774 or ted.barnes@talktalk.net  
You do not need to be a birding expert  

Remember:  Everyone is invited to these walks,  
whatever your age or knowledge  

 

Please Note: 
 

Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions 
A packed lunch is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader 
if leaving the walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the 
walk. 

The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows: 

A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.  

B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.  

C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.  

D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles. 

Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies 

with the individual, not the Society. 

 

IMPORTANT: Recently there have been a number of occasions when leaders have not 

turned up at walks in the programme. Could we urge leaders to please contact either 

Ted Barnes or Peter Hutchins as early as possible if they are unable to lead 

advertised walks for any reason. 

 

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,  

the  shared knowledge, the flora and the birds. 

 

 

Sunday 5
th

 March – Twyford, Owselbury and Hensting 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)  10.00am until 4.00pm (5.5 miles) 
 
Meet at SU483242 (Hunters Park car park off Park Lane Twyford, OS Landranger 
185). We will walk up Park Lane, Love Lane and then along Monarch’s Way to 
Owselbury. Then Water Lane to Hensting and, finally back to Twyford passing Park 
Copse and Gabriel’s Copse. I hope to see/hear early spring bird activity and other 
wildlife. Mainly farmland, village, hedgerow and grassland. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B/C. 
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Saturday 11
th

 March – Ivy Wood 
Leaders Marcus Ward (07749 375994), Rob Clements & Russell Wynn  
               8.00am until 11.00am/mid-day 
 
Meet at Ivy Wood car park (on Brockenhurst to Beaulieu road at SU315024) 
for a walk around New Copse and Perrywood Ironshill Inclosure. Primarily 
looking for Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers but other NF specialities such as 
Hawfinch, Firecrest and Crossbill should also be seen. Some tracks might be 
muddy so stout walking boots are recommended. 
Walk category A/B.  
 
Sunday 12

th
 March – Warblington Shore to Hayling Oyster Beds 

Leader Kev. Stouse (07510 600808)           9.30am until 1.30pm (3 miles) 
 
Meet at Warblington Church car park (SU728054) for this walk along the shore 
to Hayling Oyster Beds in search of winter/migrant birds. Hopefully the Med. 
Gulls will be back on the Oyster Beds islands. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category A 
 
Wednesday 29

th
 March – Micheldever Wood to Itchen Down Farm  

Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226 or 07747 151160) 
              10.00am until 2.00pm (4 miles) 
 
Park at Micheldever Wood car Park (SU530362 - OS Landranger 185) for a 
walk from Micheldever Wood through open countryside to Itchen Down Farm 
looking for song birds and early summer migrants. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 1

st
 April – Portland Bill 

Leader Ted Barnes (02380 266774 or 07811 049281)      
                                                                      10.00am until 3.30 pm (4.5 miles) 
 
Meet in the Cheyne Wares car park (SY694705 – OS Landranger 194) just off 
the Southwell road for this walk around the Portland Bill area looking for 
returning summer migrants, sea birds and nesting auks. Bring lunch. 
Alternatively a reasonably priced meal/snack is available at the Lobster Pot 
café at the Bill. 
Walk category C. 
 
Sunday 9

th
 April – Migrant Birds at Farlington Marshes. 

Leader Kev Stouse (07510 600808)           9.30am until 2.00 pm (3 miles) 
 
Meet at Broadmarsh car park (SU699055) for this walk around the marshes in 
search of migrant birds – NB the new road layout means you have to do a U-
turn to enter the car park as there is no right hand turn into the car park 
entrance – continue up Harts Farm Way and where it widens you can turn and 
come back to the car park entrance. Bring coffee/lunch. Walk category A. 
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Saturday 15
th

 April – Beaulieu Heath 
Leaders Marcus Ward (07749 375994), Rob Clements & Russell Wynn 
         8.00am until 11.00am/mid-day. 
 
Meet at the Beaulieu Heath West car park for a walk around the area look-
ing for a range of breeding waders and discussing ongoing surveys and 
techniques for recording these important species. In addition to the breed-
ing waders a good range of classic heath land species should be encoun-
tered. 
Walk category A/B. 
 
Saturday 22

nd
 April - Worth Matravers 

Leader Julian Moseley (02380 779850)                10.30am until 3.30pm  
 
Meet in the village car park at SZ973775 (OS Landranger 195). Please 
note: parking fee payable. We will descend to the coast and amble west-
wards to the lighthouse before turning inland for the return leg. Guillemots/
Razorbills, Swallows, Swifts, butterflies and bumblebees could be seen. 
Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B/C. 
 
Thursday 27

th
 April – Brownwich 

Leader Richard Carpenter (01329 661856 or 078491843160)  
                                                             10.00am until 1.30pm (3 to 4 miles) 
 
Meet at SU531023 – on the shore road near the entrance to Titchfield  
Haven. There should be waders on the shore and some spring migrants. If 
there has been recent rain the paths will be muddy. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 29

th
 April – Martin Down 

Leader Julian Moseley (02380 779850)      10.30am until 3.30pm 
 
Meet in the Salisbury/Blandford Road car park (SU044205) for a day spent 
on this chalk down land national nature reserve which may produce Corn 
Bunting, Turtle Dove, orchids and possibly Adonis Blue and Brown Argus 
butterflies. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B/C. 
 
Wednesday 3rd May – Lucy Hill 
Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)        9.00am until 1.00pm 
 
Meet in the car park at SU227045 on the right of the Burley to Lyndhurst 
road alongside the Burley New Inclosure. Watch out for the car park sign. 
We will walk the heath and woodland looking for a variety of species to 
include Cuckoo, various warblers, Woodlark and woodpeckers. Good 
boots are a must. Bring lunch. 
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Sunday 7
th

 May – Dawn chorus at Stockbridge Down 
Leader Julian Moseley (02380 779850)                      4.00am until 11.00am 
 
Meet in the top car park at SU375347. We will make our way (in the dark so 
torches would be useful) to somewhere near the top where we will wait for 
sunrise and the accompanying bird song. Subsequently it is intended to do a 
short walk around the area for migrants, down land flora or whatever people 
are interested in. 
Walk category A/B. 
 
Saturday 20

th
 May – Bolderwood 

Leaders Marcus Ward (07749 375994), Rob Clements & Russell Wynn 
              8.00am until 11.00am/mid-day 
 
Meet at Bolderwood car park (SU242086) for a walk around the Bolderwood/
Highland Water area looking for NF woodland specialities, in particular 
Hawfinch and Firecrest although a broad range of species should be seen. 
Walk category A/B. 
 
 

Black Swan Milford-on-Sea 9.11.16 David Cuddon 
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               Brownwich & Hook: 27
th

 August 2016 
 
This walk was all about watching the skies, not for the birds but the 
weather, because it was a very humid day and there were reports of 
violent thunderstorms in Dorset and Wiltshire. Fortunately for our 
group of nine the conditions remained warm, dry and bright through-
out the day. 
 
We walked from the car park in Hook Lane and down the long track 
past Hooklake Coppice to the break in the coastal cliffs at 
Brownwich. A different route was taken on the return to the cars, in-
cluding Chilling Copse, Chilling Lane and the woodland strip at Hook 
Lane. 

 
41 species was our bird 
total. A particular aim was 
to find late summer bird 
migrants. In this respect we 
were very successful; the 
highlight being the 4 Yellow 
Wagtails chasing around 
the roof of Chilling Barn. 
Other migrants including a 
Wheatear, a singing Chiff-
chaff and several Swal-
lows. Other bird highlights 
included a Raven flying 

over, 2 Sparrowhawk (female and immature) and, at Brownwich 
Shore, at least 20 Mediterranean Gulls with the numerous Black-
headed Gulls. Offshore 4 Common Scoter counted. Not much by 
way of water birds at Brownwich Lake but Grey Wagtail and 
Treecreeper were added to the list here. 
 
Other wildlife included numerous Small White butterflies, Speckled 
Wood and Holly Blue butterflies and a Vapourer Moth. Two dead 
Common Shrew seen on the footpath down from Hook Lane car 
park and these were probably victims of the very dry weather. 
 
Phil Budd 

Reports of previous HOS walks 

Yellow Wagtail Blashford 30.8.16  
David Cuddon 
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              Hamble area: 5th November 2016 
 
Remember, remember the 5th of November, so the rhyme goes. Unfor-
tunately I forgot that I was required to lead a HOS walk that day de-
spite being Kingfisher editor. I thought ‘someone else’ was doing it! 
Luckily I realised my error just in time but pre-arranged late afternoon/
evening commitments forced me to cut the walk short and leave out 
Royal Victoria County Park. This was just as well as access to the park 
was difficult due to preparations for the bonfire night celebrations. 
 
11 people attended the walk which started at Hamble Point car park. 
We covered much of Hamble Common and Hamble village including 
the quayside where good views across the river were had. The weath-
er stayed fine and dry with sparkling sunshine to start with. 
 
38 species of birds were seen by the 11 pairs of eyes in 3 hours. There 

were no real highlights 
bird wise, just the ex-
pected common species. 
On the common there 
were a fair number of 
passerines enjoying the 
sunshine including sever-
al Stonechats, Reed 
Buntings, Meadow Pipits 
and unusually high num-
bers of Long-tailed Tits. 
 
It was very quiet offshore 
at Hamble Point with only 
a couple of Great Crested 
Grebes of any note and 
no divers this time. It was 

quiet too in the creek on the east side of the common but a flock of 
least 30 Redshank were counted. A greater variety of common duck 
and waders were picked up in Hamble estuary including wintering Little 
Grebes, Grey Plovers, Teals and Wigeon. Other wildlife was also in 
short supply but I was able to point out a few fungi at Hamble Common 
including Fly Agaric Amanita muscaria. 
 
Phil Budd 
 

Reed Bunting Keyhaven Marsh 
18.11.16 Gareth Rees 
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    Eyeworth Pond to Hampton Ridge, New Forest:            
      17th December 2016 
 
This year I decided to join Julian Moseley’s regular December walk in 
the northwest of the New Forest. This time I was able to stay with the 
group of 11 and not lose the rest of the party as I did two years ago. 
Having re-enacted that earlier walk, I was able to establish finally what 
must have happened on that fateful day. I also kept a close eye on 
everyone around me this time and my partner Joanne also ensured 
that I stayed in sight as well! 
 
The weather was rather overcast and misty but stayed dry, mild and 
calm throughout—typical weather for December 2016 as it turned out. 
The walk started at Eyeworth Pond, Fritham but also included Islands 
Thorns Inclosure, the Sloden area and Fritham Plain. 

 
30 species of birds 
was a reasonable 
tally for a winter walk 
in an inland part of 
the New Forest. The 
most interesting 
place, though, was 
Eyeworth Pond itself 
which was more like 
Arundel Waterfowl 
Refuge than a typical 
New Forest pond. 

Seen today were 3 Goosander (including a fine male), at least 5 
Mandarin, a pair of Wood Duck and the usual Mallards. At the start 
there was a fine Kingfisher on show and at the end 14 Canada Goose 
on the pond. These were probably the same birds that we had earlier 
seen flying over us at lunch. We saw the usual range of woodland 
birds, including 30+ Crossbill on the edge of Sloden. Elsewhere a 
Kestrel was seen at Deadbuck Hill and a Reed Bunting and, briefly, 
Dartford Warbler up on Hampton Ridge. 
 
In terms of other wildlife it was a good day for deer with a Roe Deer at 
Deadbuck Hill; 11 Fallow Deer at Pitcher’s Knowle and 3 more of the 
latter at Sloden. Lots of late fungi seen on the walk as well. 
 
Phil Budd 

Goosander female Eyeworth  
22.12.16 Mike Duffy 
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       Brownwich & Hook: 31st December 2016 
 
This walk was an attempt to burn off some of the Christmas excess 
having personally gained 8lb’s weight over the festive period. I was 
assisted in this quest by the fact that I forgot to take my lunch out of 
the car at the start. My feeble excuse was that I preoccupied with all 
the equally seasonal winter mud in the car park. Thanks to Tom for 
providing me with a replacement lunch! 
 
The walk followed almost the same route as that on 27th August ex-
cept that we took a diversion off the main track past Upper and Low-
er Brownwich Farms before joining the original route at Brownwich 
Pond. 10 people joined me on the walk. It was another mild, dry and 
rather cloudy day but luckily the mist lifted by time we reached the 
coast. 
 
Despite the ‘ordinary’ conditions the bird walk turned out to be one of 

my best ever in Hampshire. 
Undoubtedly the highlight 
was the plethora of sea birds 
of all shapes and sizes out 
on the calm waters of the 
eastern Solent as seen from 
Brownwich Shore. The list 
was as follows: 18 Common 
Scoter, 1 Velvet Scoter, I glo-
rious male Long-tailed Duck 
(the last two with the sco-
ters), 53 Eider, at least 20 
Great Crested Grebe, and for 
good measure, both a Red-
throated Diver and a Great 
Northern Diver. 

 
Brownwich Pond was also unusually well populated with birds includ-
ing a Kingfisher, 10+ Coot, 15+ Tufted Duck and 6+ Gadwall. Large 
flocks of birds also on the field east of Lower Brownwich Farm  in-
cluded 130+ Golden Plover, 150+ Lapwing and about 75 Dark-bellied 
Brent Goose. 54 species of birds recorded in total, including many 
common  species. No other wildlife of note today. 
 
Phil Budd 

Lapwing Titchfield Haven  
31.10.16 Dave Levy 
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Hampshire’s Swifts 2016 
 

It is widely believed that the Common Swift is experiencing a period of 
substantial decline in the UK but how much do we actually know about 
this? 
 
The evidence for population decline is based on data from the  Breeding 
Bird Survey (BBS) which has been recording Swifts since 1994. These 
show a consistently downward trend with numbers of sightings down ap-
proximately 38% by 2009 and over 47% in little over 20 years to 2015. UK 
declines resulted in Swift being moved from green to the amber list of 
conservation concern in 2009.  
 
It is important to note that BBS records are sightings only: given the wide-
ranging foraging of Swifts and the presence of significant numbers of non-
breeders, many records will be away from breeding areas and/or be of 
non-breeding birds.   
 
If we accept that this trend can be extrapolated to numbers of breeding 
Swifts then this species faces real problems in the UK. A few reasons for 
this decline have been proposed including the reduced availability of nest 
sites, reduced availability of aerial plankton, adverse spring weather im-
pacting breeding success and conditions on migration or in the wintering 
areas. 
 
The apparent success of Swift nesting boxes is cited as evidence that 
availability of nest sites is a contributory factor to this decline. Indeed 
completely new Swift colonies have been created by the provision of box-
es, Swift bricks or Swift towers and this suggests that Swifts unable to use 
previously existing nest sites (lost by renovation or demolition) are able to 
colonise new sites. Anecdotally, observers have not seen a parallel de-
cline in Swifts using artificial sites although the numbers are low.  
 
The irony, of course, is that the decline in breeding Swifts has not been 
identified by counting breeding Swifts and so definitively identifying the 
reason for this decline will prove elusive until we can identity and monitor 
actual breeding Swift populations. The recently announced RSPB Oxford 
Swift City initiative explicitly includes the objective of determining whether 
availability of nest sites impacts breeding Swift populations. 
 
The Hampshire Swift group (“Hampshire Swifts”) was established in April 
2016 with the stated objective of reversing the decline of breeding Swifts 
across the county. Given that we know very little about breeding Swifts in 
Hampshire (or the UK) it made sense to establish a Swift survey in order 
to start to identify key Swift breeding areas and to raise awareness of the  
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plight of the Swift across the county. The RSPB also launched a revised 
Swift survey in 2016 but this only became available for use in July, near the 
end of the breeding season.   
         

Hampshire Swift survey 
 
Conventional bird surveys (BBS, BirdTrack, Atlas methodologies) are not 
suited to the quantitative recording of breeding Swifts precisely for the rea-
sons stated above. Reliable Swift breeding records must identify the precise 
location of actual breeding sites and the sighting of low flying screaming 
parties of Swifts, a characteristic behaviour seen only in the vicinity of 
breeding sites. Such records correspond to “confirmed” and “probable” 
breeding records respectively. Records of high flying Swifts are not includ-
ed.  
 
In 2016 we received 150 individual records submitted by 52 observers who 
entered data directly onto the Hampshire Swifts website survey form. In ad-
dition the RSPB provided 64 records from anonymised observers who en-
tered data onto the RSPB 2016 Swift survey portal. Because RSPB data are 
not validated and rely solely on the identification of sites by means of an on-
line map these were classified slightly differently, with breeding sites being 
classified as “probable” and low flying screaming parties as “possible”. Data 
were also received from BirdTrack and Going Birding but none were includ-
ed.  
 
The combined total of 214 records was categorised into possible (50), prob-
able (75) and confirmed breeding records (89), each record corresponding 
to a discrete geographical location where one or more Swift nests were 
found or low flying screaming parties of Swifts were observed. 
 
In total 186 Swift nest sites were recorded at 102 locations and approxi-
mately 150 low flying screaming parties were noted, each containing be-
tween 2 and 50 birds.   
 
50% of the submitted records were from Southampton (31), Portsmouth 
(25), Lymington (24), Winchester (20) and Basingstoke (9). 
 
The map of possible, probable and confirmed breeding records is 
shown on Page 35 (over page). On this map the blue markers denote 
the locations of confirmed Swift breeding whilst the pink markers 
show probable (darker pink) or possible (lighter pink) breeding sites. 
 
What next? 
 
Completion of the breeding survey in 2016 was a tremendous achievement 
as it represents the most rigorous survey of breeding Swifts ever done in 
Hampshire. Tim Norriss has worked tirelessly on validating all the Swift  
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records received and it is likely the RSPB will now include the additional 
measures recommended by Tim in their 2017 Swift survey so that their 
data will be compatible with ours. 
 
The database is a valuable resource and will be used in a number of 
ways, primarily to target Swift “hotspots” but also to inform planners, ecol-
ogists and other decision-makers.  
 
The outstanding question is whether we should we continue the Hamp-
shire Swift survey in 2017?  
 
It is likely that in the future the RSPB Swift survey will be as comprehen-
sive and reliable as our survey so in principle, given they are willing to 
share data, there is no reason to continue.  
 
On the other hand, maintaining some independence means we are not 
reliant on the RSPB being able to fund their survey each year and it would 
allow us to expand or modify the survey as we wish. This is, of course, 
dependent on what we want to do with it in the future.  
 

Andy Broadhurst / Tim Norriss 
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                 Birding – October to December 2016 
 
I’ve been trying to write a monthly blog post, which several you probably 
read. Didn’t quite manage to maintain this towards the end, and assumed 
the birding would quieten down – how wrong I was! It ended up being a fan-
tastic 3 months, so here begins a long summary…  
 
October 
 
Upon my return from Shetland, I started to think that it was about time a yel-
low-browed warbler turned up on patch, given the numerous birds reported 
elsewhere in the south. I suspected that if this were to happen, it would be 
along the Titchfield canal path, and sure enough a text on the afternoon of 
21st October, confirmed my suspicions – Dan Houghton had stumbled 
across one not far from Hammond’s bridge so I hurried over to investigate. A 
lovely bird, albeit silent when I arrived and rather brief views, but the 20th full 
patch tick this year!   
 
I joined Alan Butler and Dan for some ‘vis-mig’ along the seafront on 22nd 
and 23rd October. Plenty of finches still moving through, including bram-
bling, couple of lesser redpoll, some siskin and a single swallow – 
nice! Frustratingly, none of us definitely saw the brambling as it flew over, 
just heard it calling. I’d been trying not to include “heard only’s” this year, 
so hoped we’d get another chance. It wasn’t a bad weekend, as other high-
lights included a rather late whinchat hanging out by the Frying Pan, Medi-
terranean gull (which usually winter elsewhere) and a wing-tagged marsh 
harrier, although sadly we didn’t manage to read the tag. It was, however, 
great to watch the two marsh harriers together as they flew around the 
meadow! 
 
Squeezing in a pre-work visit on 26th, it was a pleasant surprise to find a 
young goosander offshore from the sailing club! These aren’t annual here so 
a very nice patch year tick indeed! It stayed for about 15 minutes or so, be-
fore deciding to head off north. Another reminder that one aspect of birding 
is all about the timing (and it is always a shame when birds decide to fly just 
before others arrive, sorry!).  
 
Away from patch, an Isabelline wheatear had turned up on Shetland hours 
after we’d disembarked and had begun the long journey back down south, 
which was a shame though bound to happen. One had also appeared in 
Yorkshire the day after Dave Wallace had left, so were both pleased to hear 
of one turning up at Wardy Hill (Cambridgeshire) on 29th October. It was a 
lovely afternoon (certainly far better than my morning on patch, thanks to the 
fog!) and the bird showed well.  
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 The following morning, we decided it was time to pay a visit to Eastoke, Hay-
ling Island, for a shore lark that Andy Johnson had found on 28th October. It 
had been found in the evening so no time to dash over, especially with the 
night’s drawing in. However, thankfully the bird remained on the beach over 
the weekend, and showed extremely well – down to a few feet! A great bird 
to watch, especially in Hampshire, so a perfect end to the weekend. 
 
November 

 
A fine start to November. The 
sky looked lovely when I arrived 
at Hill Head pre-dawn. It contin-
ued with 2 greenshank and 8 
sanderling on the beach, over 
500 brent geese, good views of 
water rail and the bearded tits 
pinging away. The afternoon 
was similarly pleasant. I joined 
Dave Wallace again, and this 
time we decided to pay the spot-
ted crake at Winchester Sewage 
Farm a visit. The bird is certainly 
rather showy, spending much of 
its time out in the open, but the 
site is private so only distant 
views from afar can be had. 

 
Upon returning to the car, we received news of a black redstart by the Meon 
Shore chalets, and with enough daylight remaining, decided to give it a go. 
I’ve found black redstarts difficult to connect with in the past, but this one 
showed well, perched up on a roof as we arrived. A lovely male too! The bird 
was present the next day, joined by a second, and more good views were 
had.  
 
The black redstarts continued to show well over the course of the week 
which was lovely and well worth making the most of. Another highlight was a 
drake long-tailed duck first seen offshore on 3rd. Sadly not nearly as close 
as the black redstarts, but still great to watch, especially as they’re not com-
mon off Hill Head! That said, this is my 2nd of the year. 
 
The original plan for 6th was to pay a visit to a cliff swallow that had showed 
well at RSPB Minsmere for the previous 36 hours. Alas, the bird flew off 
south at not long after dawn and didn’t return, so Dave and I abandoned our 
idea of an afternoon in Suffolk. However, it wasn’t all bad… after enjoying 
the long-tailed duck on patch that morning, we received news of 2 snow 
bunting around Southsea seafront. Afternoon sorted! Upon arrival we  
 

Brent Goose Keyhaven  
14.12.16 John Wichall 
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weren’t sure where to start looking, so took a punt and headed to Southsea 
Castle and the bandstand. Perhaps the birds saw us coming, as they de-
lightfully appeared and landed not far from where we were stood. Very good 
views were had it was safe to say! We rounded off our trip to Southsea with 
a purple sandpiper – the first of the overwintering birds returning. 
 
Scaup was the next target; a scarce bird in Hampshire that used to be more 
regular along the coast (including on my patch so I’m told). Olly Frampton 
had found a 1st winter bird at Ripley Farm Reservoir and I was keen go pay 
a visit having not previously had one in the county. Dave was happy to come 
along too, so another pleasant afternoon birding off patch was had on 8th. 
The scaup showed fairly well alongside 11 mandarin ducks. Then came the 
pallid harrier at Needs Ore – great to see even though the views on 11th 
were rather fleeting! After dipping far too many in Sussex and Shetland, it 
was a very welcomed lifer indeed. 
 
Sea watching has started to prove fruitful at times off Hill Head, although 
most birds are distant. Highlights including 20 eider, around 50 common 
scoter and long-tailed duck on 11th – nice for the sea not to be ’empty’! And 
impressive numbers too! A Slavonian grebe and 6 goosander were offshore 
on 14th, another nice surprise. Typically, no sooner had I put the news out 
about the goosander, they took off and flew towards Southampton Water.  
 
“Razorbill!” – looking up from the scope to see the razorbill Ken Martin had 
called on the morning of 16th, I found myself pick up a velvet scoter fly in 
and land amongst the flock of common scoter instead.  Again distant – the 
flock has chosen to hang around off Brownwich Cliffs towards Fawley Power 
Station. Great to see but closer views would be much nicer! The velvet sco-
ter hung around for some time with the scoter flock, and was soon joined by 
another….and another. 
 
We had hoped the stormy weather on 20th November would bring in various 
seabirds to the Solent, but no such luck sadly. However, it ended up being a 
very good day indeed, as a Forster’s tern that had been found the day be-
fore reappeared so Dave and I headed off on yet another twitch. By the time 
we arrived that afternoon, it didn’t seem promising. The bird hadn’t been 
seen for over two hours after flying east. We waited, and just when everyone 
was beginning to lose hope and accept we’d all dipped, it reappeared and 
showed very well, zipping across the river in front of us as the light began to 
fade – phew! 
 
As November drew to a close, much time was spent back on patch hoping 
for another year tick or too, and as luck would have it, another brambling 
flew over when chatting to Dave Ryves on 24th and this time we actually 
saw it, yay! The brambling was a long awaited patch tick for me; a species 
I’d been really hoping to catch up with so was rather pleased to hear that 
nasally ‘te-ehp‘ as it flew over us and then to look up and catch a glimpse of  
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that white rump.  
 
Meanwhile, the sea watching continued to be somewhat productive: red-
breasted merganser, another Slavonian grebe and 7 (yes 7!!) velvet sco-
ter on 27th! Mark Palmer picked up 2 that flew past, followed by Dan pick-
ing up another 4 that briefly landed close offshore, and the regular bird 
was still hanging out with the other scoter – the most I’ve ever seen, so 
far. The art of being in the right place at the right time is one I’m still at-
tempting to master, and this time birds missed include scaup, hen harrier, 
woodcock and cattle egret – all jammy flyovers!  
 
December 
 
December began with a trip to Pulborough Brooks, hoping to catch up 
with a tundra bean goose, but instead had to settle for 10 or so white-
fronted geese. The bean goose would’ve been a lifer, but it was great to 
see the white-fronted nonetheless! Another trip to Sussex with Dave on 
4th, in search of a desert wheatear at Norman’s Bay. As is often the case 
with wheatear, it showed extremely well, even hopping down onto the  
beach next to us! 
 
December continued, but more time was spent working and thus less time 
birding. During my lunch break of one shift on 14th, I received news of a 
snow bunting at Hill Head – oh no! Not enough time to dash off and re-
turn, but thankfully Ken and I had superb views at dawn the following 
morning, yay! It showed within a few feet of us! Another full patch tick for 
me. It was a fantastic bird to watch – very confiding indeed. At some 
points close enough to reach out and touch (not that I did, of course)! 
That turned out to be the final patch year tick, so the year finished on 176; 
something I didn’t think would be possible! Bird wise, a truly fantastic year 
at Titchfield Haven. 

Another foggy morning on 
18th December, so Dave 
and I decided to visit the 
cattle egrets at Warbling-
ton. At first there was no 
sign, and were informed 
they had flown some time 
before we arrived, put per-
severing and waiting for a 
bit paid off as both soon 
returned and hung out with 
the cattle. Great to watch, 
and the views were much 
better than when I saw my 
first cattle egret (on patch 
in 2015). 

Shore Lark (see page 37)  
Hayling Island 30.10.16 John Hilton 
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It was as if 2016 was 
the year that kept on 
giving, bird wise any-
way. News of a Blyth’s 
pipit at Blagdon Lake in 
Somerset was released 
on 19th, and with it still 
present and reportedly 
showing well the next 
day, Dave and I headed 
on yet another twitch. 
When we arrived, the 
bird had been lost, but 
was soon relocated and 
good scope views were 
had. Whilst there, it was 
also great to see a little 
stint; not something I 
usually see in winter! 
 

Checking Twitter while travelling up to visit family near Swindon, pictures 
emerged of a blue rock thrush not so far away in Stow-on-the-Wold – wow! 
As the day progressed more details were released, and the temptation to 
head over increased. Sadly, I’m the only birder in my family, so no quick 
twitch while in the area. Thankfully Dave was keen and a good map reader 
(great for diverting around the closed A40), so we had a pleasant trip on 
28th and enjoyed the bird as it sat up on various rooftops, despite the fog, 
and so one final lifer before the year ended! 
 
To finish this post, it seemed apt to thank fellow birders for sharing sight-
ings and company while birding etc., those who gave me numerous lifts 
(especially Dave W & Dave S), the lovely staff at Titchfield Haven (Pam’s 
cakes were particularly good!), and Steve Keen and Joe Stockwell for the 
friendly patch competition – regular texts like “bitternbitternbittern” spurred 
me on in an attempt to show that The Haven can match up to the larger 
sites (like the Keyhaven area)! …and thanks to anyone else who I’ve for-
gotten to mention. 
 
 
And I finished on 176, so Steve Keen (178) – well done on winning the 
Hants patch year list challenge 2016! 
 

Amy Robjohns 

 

Purple Sandpiper (see page 38) Southsea  
10.11.16 Gareth Rees 
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                     Hampshire Highlights 
 

October to December 2016                           Amy Robjohns 
 
 

OCTOBER 
 
Rarities were a Tawny Pipit at Southmoor (14

th
), Rose-coloured 

Starling at North Gorley, New Forest (25th), Little Bunting at Fish-
lake Meadows (26th), Shorelark at Eastoke, Hayling Island (28th-
30th), Spotted Crake at Winchester Sewage Farm (27th-31st), and 
a Richard’s Pipit on Portsdown Hill (9th-10th). Yellow-browed War-
blers were recorded at 17 sites in Hampshire, including Southamp-
ton Common on four days, Eling on three days, and two were pre-
sent in Old Basing (12th-19th). Great White Egret was still present 
at Fishlake Meadows, while the regular bird returned to Blashford 
Lakes (2nd) and another was at Pennington Marsh (19th-31st), and 
a Wryneck was at Mill Field, Old Basing (3rd). Unusually high num-
bers of Ring Ouzel were recorded early in the month, with 50 at But-
ser Hill. 

 
Little Stint and Curlew 
Sandpipers lingered at 
various sites including 
Blashford Lakes (4th-
7th), as well as a few 
Whinchat, Osprey and 
Garganey (3 at Blash-
ford Lakes 2nd-4th).    
Wintering birds re-
turned, including Hen 
Harriers and Great Grey 
Shrikes to the New For-
est. Black Redstart also 
returned, as did Bittern 
and Goldeneye to 
Blashford Lakes, and up 

to three Short-eared Owls were regularly seen at Farlington Marsh-
es. Finch migration was evident, with many Siskin and Lesser Red-
polls passing over alongside the commoner species, as well as a 
small number of Brambling (Hayling Island on 21st, Titchfield  
Haven 22nd and Chilling Coastal Area on 29th). Jack Snipe were  

Rose-coloured Starling North Gorley 
25.10.16 Roger Bushnell 
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recorded at Lakeside, Eastleigh (16th) and Hook-with-Warsash (21st). 
Sandwich Terns are also overwintering with up to eight in Portsmouth 
Harbour. 
 
Offshore, a Guillemot was at Northney, Hayling Island (22nd) and 
Milford (16th), Razorbill at Milford (16th), Great Skua at Milford (16th), 
while Common Scoter have been noted at several sites. In Langstone 
Harbour, three Slavonian and six Black-necked Grebes returned off 
the Hayling Island Osyterbeds, and a Long-tailed Duck was also 
present (29th-31st).  Finally, some noteworthy sightings include a 
Goosander off Hill Head (26th), Hen Harrier at Titchfield Haven (26th), 
Dartford Warbler at Newlands Farm, Stubbington (29th; first record 
since 2005) and 13 Egyptian Geese that flew through the Solent and 
Southampton Water (30th & 31st) – a species not regularly recorded 
outside of the Avon Valley and North Hampshire. 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Rarities were a Pallid Harrier at Needs Ore (7th-15th) – a first for 
Hampshire; Cattle Egrets at Titchfield Haven (23rd) and Pennington 
Marsh (2nd), Ring-billed Gull at Blashford Lakes (18th-24th), Yellow-
browed Warbler at Avington (13th), and Black Brant at Fishery Creek, 
Hayling Island (3rd). Great White Egrets were regularly reported at 
Testwood Lakes, 2 at Blashford Lakes, 2 at Pennington and Barton 
Stacey (8th). Scarcer species were a Spotted Crake at Winchester 
Sewage Farm (1st), Shorelark at Southsea (6th), 2 Snow Bunting at 
Southsea (6th-16th), Bewick’s Swan at Alresford Pond (29th), Ring-
necked Parakeet at Fishlake Meadows (2nd) and Rowlands Castle 
(15th-18th). A Siberian Chiffchaff was ringed at Fishlake Meadows 
(19th), while 2 were present at Titchfield Haven (16th & 27th). 
 
Other noteworthy sightings this month include a Little Auk (3rd), Eider 
(22nd) and 4 Pale-bellied Brent Geese (22nd) all at Blashford Lakes. 
Added to this, a late Wheatear was at Farlington Marshes (2nd), 
Woodcock (8th), 6 Water Pipits (23rd) and Brambling (24th) at 
Titchfield Haven, Black Redstart at 4 locations, and Hen Harriers 
roosting at Alresford Pond and various sites in the New Forest, while a 
small number of Great Grey Shrike at also present in the New Forest. 
Short-eared Owls were recorded in many locations including Kites 
Croft (1st) and regularly at Lower Test Marshes and Farlington 
Marshes. 
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Offshore, highlights have included three Black-throated Diver: Chichester 
Harbour (11th-22nd), Langstone Harbour (15th-23rd), and Hill Head (8th). 
A maximum of seven Velvet Scoter were at Hill Head (27th), while two 
were seen regularly offshore from 15th. Added to this, two Scaup at Hill 
Head (25th) and one was present in Chichester Harbour (30th), and Ripley 
Fam Reservoir (8th-16th). A Long-tailed Duck was at Hill Head (3rd-13th), 
and Langstone Harbour (4th-30th). Meanwhile, a Little Gull at Lepe 
Country Park (19th), six Goosander at Hill Head (14th), Hen Harrier 
through the Solent (26th), Kittiwake at Chichester Harbour (22nd) and 
Weston Shore (18th), and up to six Sandwich Tern at Hardway, Gosport. 
Other wintering species include Black-necked Grebes (max. 11 in 
Langstone Harbour), Great Northern Divers, Slavonian Grebes, Common 
Scoter (max 48 at Hill Head) and Guillemot - all at various locations. 

 
 
DECEMBER 
 
Rarities were two Ring-
billed Gulls at Blashford 
Lakes, Cattle Egrets at 
Eling (14th-31st), 
Warblington (15th-31st) 
and Chilling Coastal Area 
(4th), Siberian Chiffchaff 
at Darby Green (4th) and 
a probable at Titchfield 
Haven Canal Path (6th). 
and two Great White 
Egrets at Blashford 
Lakes. Scarce species 

include five Waxwing at Townhill Way, Southampton (17th), Ring-necked 
Parakeet at Mansbridge, Southampton (2nd-24th), Snow Bunting at 
Titchfield Haven (14th-31st), Caspian Gull at Blashford (10th & 17th) and 
Titchfield Haven (28th), Long-eared Owl at Southampton Western Docks 
(5th), White-fronted Goose in the Avon Valley and Blashford Lakes, 
Bewick’s Swan over Old Alresford (25th), and at Blashford Lakes (28th), 
and Great Grey Shrikes at four locations in the New Forest. Also of note 
was a White Wagtail at Ranvilles Lane, Stubbington (26th), and a Little 
Grebe at Newlands Farm, Stubbington; a site first (4th-31st). 
   
 

 

Ring Ouzel  New Forest 9.10.16  Robin Pascal 
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Short-eared Owls re-
mained at Farlington 
Marshes where they 
were regularly seen, 
alongside a Barn Owl 
(4th), Spotted Red-
shank, Avocet and 
Greenshank. Two Spot-
ted Redshank were 
seen at the regular site 
in Emsworth, while oth-
er interesting waders 
include a Little Stint at 
Hill Head (6th), Green 
Sandpiper at Titchfield 
Haven (6th), and five 

Ruff at Pennington Marsh (24th-31st). 
 
Offshore, highlights were a Black-throated Diver and Sandwich Terns at 
Black Point, Hayling Island (31st), Red-throated Diver at Hill Head, and 
four Slavonian Grebes at Pennington Marsh (24th). In Langstone Har-
bour, highlights were two Long-tailed Ducks (1st-31st), Scaup (17th), Kit-
tiwake (14th), 13 Goldeneye and 14 Black-necked Grebes, while up to 
three Velvet Scoter (1st-15th) and Long-tailed Duck (28th-31st) were rec-
orded off Hill Head. More frequently recorded species include Great 
Northern Diver, Razorbill, Guillemot, Common Scoter and Eider.  
 
Amy Robjohns  

Spotted Redshank  Pennington  
28.1.16 David Cuddon 

 
 
Right: 
Short-eared Owl 
Farlington 
2.11.16 
John Wichall 
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                                 Recent Reports 
 
October—December 2016                                 Amy Robjohns 
 
Around 200 species were seen during the period. This summary 
focuses on larger counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities 
reported throughout the period (capitals indicating less than annual 
occurrence). Most records are from Birdguides and Goingbirding 
websites: a much more complete picture will eventually appear in the 
Hampshire Bird Report. Regular site summaries by HOS members 
appear monthly in Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS website. 
Sightings refer to single birds unless otherwise stated. Inclusion in this 
list does not indicate that sightings of rarities have been considered by 
the appropriate records committee. 
 
Bewick’s Swan: Old Alresford 25/12; Blashford Lakes 28/12 
White-fronted Goose: Fleet Pond 5/10; Lepe 13/10; Redbridge 17/10-
18/10; Lower Test March 19/10-21/10; Testwood Lakes 22/10-24/10, 
30/10; Fishlake Meadow 22/10; Skidmore 30/10; Winchester Sewage 
Farm 30/10; North End, Avon Valley 26/11-2/12 
Light Bellied Brent Goose: Blashford Lakes 4 22/11; Fishery Creek, 
Hayling Island 1/10-26/10 
Black Brant: Fishery Creek, Hayling Island 26/10-3/11   
Garganey: Blashford Lakes 3 2/10-5/10 
Common Scoter: Hill Head, regularly offshore from 6/10, with max. 55 
3/12-4/12; Pennington 2 10/10, 14/10; Milford Shelter 15 16/10, 1 
17/11; Hook Links 20/10-21/10; Southsea 26/10; Eastoke 29/10; 
Langstone Harbour 1-8 8/11-4/12; Hamble Spit 8/11; Lee-on-the-Solent 
12/11;   
Velvet Scoter: Hill Head 1-3 15/11-12/12, 6E 27/11, 1 31/12  
Long-tailed Duck: Langstone Harbour 1-2 27/10-31/12; Hill Head 3/11
-13/11, E 27/11, 27/12-31/12 
Black-throated Diver: Chichester Harbour 11/11-31/12; Langstone 
Harbour 15/11, 23/11 
Black-necked Grebe: Blashford Lakes 19/10-3/11; Langstone Harbour 
29/10-31/12; Hook-with-Warsash 15/11; Hill Head 2 24/11  
Slavonian Grebe: Langstone Harbour 1-3 29/10-31/10; Hill Head 
15/11, 27/11; Pennington Marsh 4 24/12; Chichester Harbour 31/12;    
CATTLE EGRET: Pennington Marsh 2/11; Titchfield Haven Canal Path 
23/11; Chilling Coastal Area 4/12; Eling 14/12-31/12; Warblington 1-5 
15/12-31/12 
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Great White Egret: Fishlake Meadows 1/10-16/10; Blashford 
Lakes 1-2 2/10-31/12; Pennington area 19/10-29/11; Dogmersfield 
Lakes 24/10; Barton Stacey 8/11; Testwood Lakes 15/11, 16/11; 
Hythe 16/11; Lower Test Marsh 20/11; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 
3W 26/11; Basingstoke E 27/11; Bransbury Common 14/12  
Spoonbill: Pennington area 12W 1/10, 1 4/10-7/11, 3E 27/11, 6 
8/12, 1 26/12; Inchmery 3E 27/12, 8 29/12   
PALLID HARRIER: Needs Ore 7/11-15/11 
Little Stint: Farlington Marshes 1/10-20/10; Blashford Lakes 4/10-
7/10; Pennington 21/10-26/10; Testwood Lakes 26/10; Hill Head 
6/12  
Great Skua: Milford Shelter E 16/10 
Kittiwake: Weston Sailing Club 18/11; Chichester Harbour 22/11; 
Langstone Harbour 8/12 
Little Gull: Pennington 2/10; Hurst Narrows 7/11; Lepe 19/11; 
Brownwich 22/12-31/12 
Caspian Gull: Blashford Lakes 10/12, 17/12; Titchfield Haven 
28/12 
Little Auk: Blashford Lakes 3/11 
Wryneck: Mill Field LNR, Old Basing 3/10 
Shorelark: Eastoke 28/10–30/10; Southsea 6/11  
Yellow-browed Warbler: Freemantle, Southampton 2/10; Eldon 2 
2/10; Southampton Common 6/10, 11/10, 12/10; Lakeside, East-
leigh 7/10; Wilverley Plain 8/10; Newlands Farm, Stubbington 9/10; 
Brownwich 9/10; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 9/10; Blashford Lakes 
10/10; Mill Field, Old Basing 2 12/10, 19/10; Weston Sailing Club, 
Southampton 13/10; Winchester 17/10; Eling 18/10-19/10, 21/10; 
Ordnance Survey Office, Southampton 20/10; Titchfield Canal Path 
21/10; Southampton Old Cemetery 23/10; Testwood Lakes 24/10; 
Hedge End 25/10; Avington 13/11.  
Siberian Chiffchaff: Titchfield Haven Canal Path 16/11, 26/11-
6/12; Fishlake Meadows 19/11; Titchfield Haven 27/11  
Snow Bunting: Southsea 6/11-16/11; Hill Head 14/12-31/12 
 
PLEASE SEND RECORDS TO THE COUNTY RECORDER SO 
THAT THEY CAN BE INCLUDED IN THE HOS DATABASE AND 
HAMPSHIRE BIRD REPORT. SEND TO: 
 
Keith Betton, 8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill, Farnham, GU9 0DR (Tel. 
01252 724068) Email: keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 
 

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
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Records can be submitted as an email attachment using the Re-
cording Form available from the home page of the HOS website: 
http://www.hos.org.uk/ 
 
Thank you 
 
Amy Robjohns 

 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
 

Left: Shore Lark  
Hayling Island 
30.10.16 John Hilton 
 
 
Below: Great White 
Egret  
Oxey Marsh 
26.10.16  
Gareth Rees 

 
 
Below: Bewick’s 
Swan  
Harbridge 8.3.16 
Gareth Rees 

http://www.hos.org.uk/
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              Membership Renewals 2017 
 
 

If you wish to continue membership and have not paid your sub-
scriptions yet, please write out a cheque (£12 for single/joint/family 
membership, £5 for under-18s) to Hampshire Ornithological Soci-
ety and send to me as soon as possible (Kay Shillitoe, “Westerly”, 
Hundred Acres Road, Wickham, Fareham, Hants PO17 6HY).  
 
One-off payments may be made by internet banking, but we would 
prefer members to set up a Standing Order to go out on the 2nd of 
January each year, so now is the time to set one up if you have not 
already done so. 
 
HOS's account details are:- 
 
Lloyds Bank, Castle Street, Christchurch, sort code 30-92-02, 
account number 01182908. 
 
They are also given on our web site: www.hos.org.uk. 
 
We do not send out renewal letters to all members as a matter of 
course. When all the cheque payments and bank payments have 
been checked we send out a single reminder e-mail or letter 
(usually in March) to members that appear to have not paid their 
subscription. If you receive a reminder letter, please respond 
promptly and let us know your e-mail, if you have one. 
 
Note that all 2016 members will receive the Spring 2017 Kingfish-
er, so if you don't receive the summer Kingfisher (published in 
May), but you think you have paid, then please contact me. 
 

Kay Shillitoe, Membership Secretary. 
kay@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk, 01329 833086 

mailto:kay@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk
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                   New HOS Members in 2016 
 
We would like to welcome the following people who joined HOS 
in 2016 
 
Mr J B Alexander, New Milton; Miss L Baker, Southampton; Mr R A Bar-
ing, Alresford; Mrs & Mr K & C Bayley-Landells & Sands, Southampton; 
Ms K Brunt, New Milton; Mr & Mrs M R Buchanan, Lymington; Mrs N 
Buckler, Winchester; Mr P J Burbage, Salisbury; Mrs S Burton, Havant; 
Miss A F Carey, Waterlooville; Mrs S E Chase, Eastleigh; Mr J R Chitty, 
Sainsbury; Dr & Mrs B Clark, Alton; Mr B R Crawford, Epsom; Mr & Mrs L 
Ellul, Fareham; Ms J Feeney & Mr P Clements, Alverstoke; Mr D M Fleet, 
Ringwood; Ms P Forbes, Southampton; Mr T J Franks, Southampton; Mrs 
& Mr L & P Garner-Langham & Langham, Reading; Mr & Mrs A J Gib-
son, Bournemouth; Mr D J Gorman, Fareham; Ms A C Goss, Tadley; Mr T 
Hadley, Brockenhurst; Mr & Mrs I Hamill, Waterlooville; Mrs N Hammond, 
Liss; Mr J C Hann, Winchester; Mr & Mrs D M Harris, Eastleigh; Mr P 
Hogston, Southsea; Mr S T Holliday, Cramlington; Prof V F Humphrey, 
Southampton; Ms K J Hutchinson, Godalming; Ms & Mr E & J Hutchison 
& Hartley, Romsey; Mr J Jesty, Winchester; Mrs W Jones, Southampton; 
Mr S C Jones, Winchester; Mr T Jordan, Winchester; Mr M S Killingley, 
Winchester; Miss S Legg, Fareham; Mr & Mrs D Levy, Basingstoke; Miss J 
A Martin, Luton; Mr & Mrs P May, Hayling Island; Mr & Mrs J & E 
McAusland, Southampton; Mr W McCubbin, Woking; Mr N Mcgeorge, 
Lymington; Mrs J McManus, Southampton; Mr & Mrs D & P Mintram, 
Southampton; Mr & Ms P & J Nicholls & Dixon, Fareham; Mrs C J Oliver, 
Winchester; Mr J B Oliver, Southampton; Mrs L B Page, Southampton; Mr 
R Parke MBE, Brockenhurst; Miss B O B Primmer, Winchester; Mr M S 
Pyrzewski, Fareham; Mr I C Rankin, Southampton; Mr A Rines, Guildford; 
Mr G S O Rippon, Emsworth; Mr M Salmon, St. Leonards on Sea; Mrs E 
Schofield, Brockenhurst; Mr P C Shaw, Fareham; Mr P Sheaf, Andover; 
Mrs M Slattery, Eastleigh; Mr J R Stokes, Christchurch; Mr P N Sykes, 
Southampton; Mr B Taylor, Christchurch; Mr A B Tew, Southampton; Mrs 
M Tiahlo, Winchester; Mr & Mrs A Toogood, Winchester; Mrs J E 
Vanderhoek, Southampton; Mr & Mrs D J Warner, Southsea; Mrs J Webb-
Baker, Southampton; Mr & Mrs P West, Ringwood; Mr & Mrs K West, 
Whitchurch; Mr R J Winter, Reading; Mr S P Wright, Waterlooville; Mr & 
Ms C & S Wright & Redding, Pershore 
                                                                                                  

Kay Shillitoe 
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         Membership  
     Subscriptions & Renewals 
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary: 
Kay Shillitoe, ‘Westerley’, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham,   
PO17 6HY.  Tel: 01329 833086  Email: kay@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk  
 
All renewals and subscription enquiries should go to Kay Shillitoe at the 
address above. Please encourage your friends to join—see the web site for 
further details or contact Kay for an application form. Please include your 
name, or names, and address in any correspondence and send cheques with 
the appropriate subscription payable to HOS. 
 

Current Subscription Rates:  
Ordinary member : £12 
Membership for household: £12  
Junior members (under 18): £5 

 
Application forms can also be downloaded from our web site:       

             www.hos.org.uk 
       

Contacts 
County Keith Betton     01252 724068 
Recorder         8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill 
                         Farnham, GU9 0DR. 
                         keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 

Honorary John Shillitoe   01329 833086 
Secretary ‘Westerly’, Hundred Acres Road 
                         Wickham, PO17  6HY. 
                              john@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk  
  

Sales Officer Bryan Coates   023 8025 2960    
 8 Gardner Way, Chandler’s Ford,   
                         Eastleigh, SO53 1JL. 
                         sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 
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Kingfisher No. 154 Pictures 
 
Front Cover:  Blackcap St Peter’s Church, Fareham 5.12.16 Jim Bennett 
 
Page 2: Top: Knot Keyhaven 14.12.16 John Wichall; Bottom: Lapwing New For-
est 30.11.16 Martin Bennett 
 
Page 18 Snow Buntings: Top to bottom: Southsea 10.11.16 Jim Bennett; Titch-
field 14.12.16 John Hilton; Southsea 14.11.16 Mark Wagstaff. 
 
Page 19 Snow Buntings: Top to bottom: Hillhead Beach 14.12.16 Peter Shaw; 
Southsea Castle 8.11.16 Andy Tew; Hillhead 22.12.16 John Wichall;  Southsea 
7.10.16 Mike Duffy 
 
Page 21: Top: Blue Tit Eyeworth Pond 29.11.16 David Cuddon; 2nd to top: 
Blackbird New Forest 14.12.16  Andy Tew; 2nd to bottom: Chaffinch Old Down, 
Basingstoke 17.10.16 Dave Levy; Bottom:  Coal Tit  New Forest 14.12.16 Andy 
Tew.   
 
Page 23: Top: Robin Basingstoke 22.12.16 Dave Levy; 2nd to top: Starling East-
ney 9.11.16 Trevor Carpenter; 2nd to bottom: Mistle Thrush St Peter’s Church, 
Fareham 1.12.16 Jim Bennett; Bottom: Pied Wagtail Basingstoke 26.11.16 Dave 
Levy 
 
Back Page  Top: Wood Duck Eyeworth Pond 29.11.16 David Cuddon ; Bottom: 
Coot The Vyne, Basingstoke 11.10.16 Dave Levy 
 
Note: Any otherwise non-credited photographs are by the authors of the 
respective articles 
 

**************************************************** 
 
Please continue to send your articles and observations, by email or letters, 
however short or lengthy to: photos@hos.org.uk 
 
All pictures could subsequently be sent to the Hampshire Bird Report  and 
for future HOS publications. We welcome and  enjoy all of your pictures and  
articles, even those we may not use immediately. 
 
If possible, right click then ‘rename’ the jpeg file giving the species, where 
and when and do not forget your name. 
 
DO NOT FORGET OUR FORUM – ‘hoslist ‘-  and our sightings programme – 

‘goingbirding’. 

See www.hos.org.uk for easy  access to these. 

DEADLINE FOR SUMMER 2017 KINGFISHER 
 KINGFISHER   1st April 2017 
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