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EDITORIAL

Once again a large volume of records was submitted to HOS and for this
we thank the many observers who are iisted elsewhere in this report. The
coverage of the county was similar to that described in the 1981 Editorial,
the major gap still being the band of chalk downland and associated wood-
lands from the north-west across to the south-east. Whilst it is impossible to
include information for areas not watchecl we know that several active ob-
servers covering locaiities for which we have insufficient infornration are not
submitting records. We appeal to them to contribute their observations and
so make this annual publication as cornplete as possible.

f'he increased volume of records submitted each year means that the task
of preparing the Report in time for distribution with the autumn newsletter
is lrecoming increasingly onerous. To spread this load over a longer period of
time, preparation of the 1983 Report will begin much earlier than usual. All
records should be submitted by January 3 lst 1 984 but in any case late records
received after F-ebruary 28th may well be omitted. We would also be pleased
to hear from any readers with a good knowledge of Hampshire birds who
would be interested in assembling records and writing part of the Birds in
Ilampshire section of the Report. Please contact John Clark.

T he need for records of certaitr species of schrce or rare birds to be accom-
panied by notes or a description, especially when the observer involved is an
experiencecl one, has always been a contentious issue. A few observers uncler-
standably are reluctant to submit descriptions to any records committee for
iudgen'rent if they consider themselves more experienced observers than the
members of a committee. However, we appeal to all observers to follow the
requirements detailed in the Recarding Birds in llampshire section of this
report. It is felt essential that all records of rare birds in the county should be
supported by adequate documentation for the sake of posterity. Future
research workers e.tamining our files mhy not have any knowledge of observers
currently known to be reiiable. and thus have difficulty in evaluating their
reuord s.

The Committee is currently preparing a pamphlet detailing the type of
records required for each species. This will be distributecl to al1 HOS members;
other observers can obtain a copy from Dave Biliett. In the rnean time we
repeat our plea of last year for observers to give more precise details for loca-
tions (i.e. grid references) and of the exact area covered where counts of
breeding species are concerned.

Several favourable comments were received regarding the Review of the
Year and n.rap of the county included in the 1981 Report. We have retained
these anii added larger scale maps of certain areas. Any other constructive
comments or suggestions regarding the report would be welcome.

In addition to all the observers, thanks are also due to Richard Millington,
Darren Rees, David Thelwell and John Walters for their artwork, (ilynne
Evans and Colin Tubbs for their papers, John Marchant of the BTO for the
data on Common Bird Census and Waterways Bird Surveys and Tony Prater
of the Sussex Ornithological Society for the wildfowl and wader count data
from Chichester Harbour. Finaily we woulcl like to thank, on behalf of the
Society, Michael Bryant and Len Weatherly who have recently retired from
the posts of Chairman and Secretary after many years very hard work for
both HOS and its predecessor the Hampshire Field ('lub Ornithological Section.

I)IIB, JM(;, T)JS, IIJW
ltec:orcl s and Publications Sub-Conrmittee

July 1983



POLICY, MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANISATION OF THE
HAMPSHIRE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

'l.hc society was foLrnded in January 1979, following the wincling-up of the
Ornithological Section of the Hampshire Field Club. The objects of the
socicty shall be for the public benefit:

(a) to prorlote the recording, study and research into orniihology ivithin the
Counly of Ilarlpshfue and oollate and maintain thc rcsults;

(b) lo publish the results of such study and research and to publish rcports, ncws-
lottcrs and other papers o1' ornithoiogical interest as may' bc dccmcd by thc
Socioty suitablc or dcsirablc for promoting its objects;

(e) lo support and encourage tho prescrvation and consorvation of wild birds and
placcs ol'ornithirlogical intercst in the Oounty alld to protcct these fronr injury,
ill-trr-llLtnrc nt or dcstructi()n.

(d) tr:r pronrotc interest in thc objeots of tho Socicty and for this purpose to arrangc
lccturos and rnoetings and to organise tours, ramblcs, cxculsions and thc like.

Mcnrbcrship is available for the foilowing subscriptions (as fronr Jan.
I e8-3 ).

OrdinaryMenrbership .... f,5

(2 rlr more members at thc samc address)
Associato Mernbership

(Stutlonts betwecn t g anO )St
.luniorMcrnbership... ... f2

(Mcrnbcrs undcr 18)('orPoratoMembership ... f7
(Schools, N.H.S.s ctc.)

Application should be made to the IIon. Mernbership Sccretary.
Sutrscriptions are renewable on January Ist each year, but the subscription of
any ncw r])e nlber .ioining after Septernber 301h shall cover the succeeding
calendar year, save that rncrnbcrs so.ioining shali not be entitled to receive the
Bird Rcpnrt published in thc year they are joining.

All nrcrnbcrs receive the annual Bird Report, quarleriy Newslettcrs, and
tire Surrrrrrcr ancl Winter Prograntmes, which give details of a1l indoor and
outdoor nleetings arranged on behalf of thc Society"

'Ihe Newslettcrs contain Society news and views, articlcs on vurious
aspects of IJanrpshirc ornithology, rccent rcports, ringing news, and details
of the organisation, progress and results of surveys organised by the Field
Studics ('ommittee. These include wildfowl and wador counts, breeding
ccnsuses and migration watches. New surveys arc started cvery ycar, and the
newsletter serves as a medium to conlact potential volunteers. All mcmbers
are invited to take part in surveys and contributc articles to the newslctter.

llegular field nreetings arc aranged for all parts of the county throughout
thc year, and venues far aileld are also selected, e.g. Cley and Dungeness.
Meetings rre designed to lntroduce members to various habitats and to
providc opportunity for novices of ail ages to lcarn rnore about bircls under
licld conditions.

lndoor meetings (usually illustrated lectures) arc aranged in the winter
ntonths. Most of these will be of interest to ail members, but sorne may cater
particularly for specialist groups, e.g. survcy workers tnectings.

The Society is administered by the Management C'ommittee. Three sub-
conrmittces, fiield Studies, Records and Publications, and Rccruitment,
Publicity and Programme are responsible for these particular aleas to tlle
M^anagernent Conrmittee. Olficers ot' all the committees are listecl on pagc 2 ,

0f tllis repo(t.
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RECORDING BIRDS IN HAMPSHIRE

Observers should send their records to the Recorder, Mr D. F-. Billett, at
6t Southampton Road, Fareham, Ilampshire at the end of each quarter, or,
at the latest, by the end of January following the year in which the obser-
vations were niade.

Records shorrld be tabulated on the special forms obtainable from the
Recorder. Species should be listed in the order given in this report, leaving
a single line belween each species but not between each individual record.
Each inclividual observation should be written in full on a separate 1ine, with-
out the use of tlitto marks or abbreviations for localities, which can cause
confusion. The practice of listing monthly maxirna for the year at one locality
on the same line. without the date of each count, should be avoided. Full in-
formation on what type of records are required for each species is contained
in a special panrphlet obtainable frorn the Recorder. HOS members should
have receiverl a r'opy.

Records of species considered by the British.Birds Rarities Committee can
be subrnittecl directly, or preferably via the county Recorder, but in either
case on the special forrns available 1or the purpose from the Rarities Com-
mittee Secretary at 11)5 Vicarage Road, Sunbttry-on-1'hames, Middlesex
TW16 7TP. The IIOS Records Cornmittee would also like descriptions of the
following Iesser rarities.

A1l divers
Grebes (ercept (]reat Crested and Little)
tAII petrels rltd \lt(iir\\'aters
Bittern
f Purple Heron
f White Stork
Spoonbill
tWhooper Surn
tBeun rnd tl'ink-lu*tetl Geese
Red-crested Pochard
tl:'errugilous Duck
Long-tailed Duck
fHoney Buzzard
tRed Kite
Mush rnd -iMontJgu'r llrrriers
tGoshawk
tRough-legged BuzzarC
Osprey
t Spotted Crake
t Corncrake
tKentish Plover
t Dotterel
tTemminck's StLnt
tPectoral Sandpiper
f Bufl-breasted Sandpiper
tA11 phalaropes

Mediterranean, tSabine's, f lceland
and tGlaucous Gulls

Roseate Tern
t Black Guillernot
Little Auk
[,ong-eared Owl
Iloopoe
Wryneck
Shcire Lark
tll'ichrrd's rnd f lawny PiPits
Unusurl rrcer of YelIrw Wagtail
Waxu'ing
t Dipper
f Bluethloat
i Savi's, t Aquatic, t Marsh, f Icterine,

tMelodious, tBarred
and t Yellou -bros cd Warblcrs

f Red-bieaste<1 [rlycatcher
Golden Oriole
Ilooded Crow
t Raven
Twite
'l Serin
'iscarlet Rosefinch
i I-apland, Snow, Cirl arrd tOrtolan Buntings

In rnost cases, especially when the observer is known to the Committee,
a short note sliowing why the species was identified as such is all that is re-
quired. 'Ihis is best written with the observation on the recording form. Ilow-
ever, in the case ol those species ntarked with a t above, which includes ten
recently rernoved from the list of those considered by British Birds, a full
description is requi-r'ed. Special IIOS Unusual Record forms are obtainable
from Records C'ornmittee nretnbers for this purpose. No records of these
species will be published unless a description has been accepted by the
Records (lommittee.

The Records Comrnittee nlay seek supportive evidence in the case of other
species occurring under unusual circumstauces. The list above is not exclusive
and any observer in doubt or nee(ling advice on any species should contact
the Recorder.
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REVIEW OF'I'HE YEAR

I 982 was an interesting year for birds in the county although there were
no outslanding periocls, notable occurrences being well spread through the
year. I'[re colcl weather in January did not produce anything lite the influx of
continental visitors experienced tn 1979. During the rest of the year the
wealher was dominated by westeriies and as a result visible rnigration, especially
of passerines in autumn, was lnconspicuous. However, there were notable in-
l'luxes ol several passerines species frorn late October onwards. I 5 rarities
reccrrcls have been accepted by British Birds with others of Cory's Shearwater,
Red-footed Falcon and Ring-billed Gull still pending.

'l'he nrild weather which had returned to the country in late December i 981
continrrecl lor the first few days of January. the only notable birds a1 this
tinre being an Arctic Skua at Fawley on 2nd and a Long-eared Owl at Martin
on Jrd. Ifrom 6th onwiirds an anti-cyclone became established to the north-
east resulting in cold easterly winds. l{eavy snowfall occurred on 8th and in
its wakt: a srnall cold weather movement took place,largely involving Lapwings
and Skylarks. Large nunibers of Fieldfares and Redwings present in the first
Iew tlays left the county as did a Marsh Harrier present at fitchfielcl tlaven
since I)ercernher 17th. Other species apparently involved ir the movement (as
shown by their appearance in unusual places) included Snipe, Woodcock,
Woodlarks and three Waxwings which left west from Titchfield Haven on lOth.
Siskins, however, were unpetturbecl. A massive flock of 700 was feeding in
alders at lrleet Pond on 9th and good nurnbers were present eleswhere through
the nronth. [-tre return of the cold weather forced many birds into gardens to
feed at bird rables. Ihese included Bramblings, Grey I{agtails and Reed
Buntings as well as Fieldfares, Redwings, Siskins and other expected species.
44 Blackcaps were reported from 28 sites, mostly gardens, but few were seen
after the cold snap. l)uring the coid spell, which lasted to 16th, Southarnpton
Water pnrverl to he an excellent area. Al1 three species of diver were present
in snrall numbers, as weil as five Red-necked Grebes and probably in excess of
50 Great Crested Grebes. A large flock of Tufted Ducks, forced on to the sea
fronr frczcn inland waters, tbrrned off Weston Shore. A simi-lar gathering in
Langstone Harbour F.ntrance included 230 Pochard as well as 180 Tufted
Ducks. 'Ihese were thoLrght to be local birds from Sinah Ci. P. and IBM Lake.
Other irrteresting wildfowl recorded during the cold spell included eight Red-
crested Pochards on the sea off }Iill Ilead on 1 3th, up to 25 Scaup, seven
Smew ancl 25/30 Ruddy Ducks. llowever, there was no influx of Goosanders
as in 1979, with only eight reported away from the now established Wellington
('. l'. winterirlg area. Slavonian Grebe numbersreached a very high 1evel, with
up to 22 in llayling Bay throughout the rnonth. A large nunrber of Hen
Harriers was reported with a minimum of 26 and possibly as many as 50 in
the county. Nnmbers of other raptors were unexceptional. Other noteworthy
occurrences included seven Common Sandpipers at Eling on 1lth, four
Glaucotu Gulls between i3th ancl February lst (including one inland at
Branrshill), unusuaily high totals of 12 Bitterns and 30 Jack Snipe and an
irnmature Long-tailed Skua seen at very close range at Hurst on l7th, only
the third county record. The rapid thaw from 17th onwards resulted in the
return ol' many passerines such as thrushes and Skylarks, and the creation of
ideal conditions for wildfowl, especially at coastal localities such as Farlington
Marshes and'l-itchfield Haven and in the Avon Valley. On 23rd at least 6200
IrYigeon were present ir-r the latter area and probably in excess of I 2000 were
in the county at the tinre. 1500 White-fronted Geese were near Avon Village
on 23rd, trut their numbers declined rapidly with the continuing mild weather.
Bewick's Swans reached a county record of 183 in the Avon Valley on 29th
and also a Lotal of I I Whooper Swans was seen at lour sites late in the month.



Also of note were a Snow Bunting at Hurst on 17th and a dark phase Arctic
Skua seen off Southampton Docks on 23rd, presumably the individual seen at
the beginning of the month.

The weather in February was generally mild with westerlies apart fronr a
period of cold easterlies from 15th to 24th. However, conditions were not
sufficiently severe on the continent to force any noticeable westward move-
ment into Britain. Many of the scarcer birds seen in January had left by this
time. The highlights inciuded a Green-winged Teal at Dibden Bay on 6th, a

flock of 150 Bramblings at Blackfield on 13th, a roost of up to seven Long-
eared Owls near Whitchr.rrch throughout the month, six Twite flying north at
Romsey on 18th, a Curlew Sandpiper at Eling (ireat Marsh on 20th (seen
again on March 6th), a Pink-footed Goose withtheWhite-front flock at Blash-
ford on 23rd, four Waxwings at Totton, i 3 Twite at Dibden Bay and a roost
of 27 Hawfinches near Romsey, all on 27th, and finally a peak count of 36
Goosanders at Wellington C.P. on 2Sth.

March was another unsettled nronth apart frorn a spell of rvarm south-
easterly weather fronr 25th onwarcls. 'I'he rnost notable birds were a Hooded
Crow at Newtown R. T. on 12th, Green-winged Teals at Dibden llay on l3th
(presumably the individual seen in liebruary) and at Stratfield Saye on I4th
and 17th, and an adult Ring-billed Gull at Dibden Bay on 17th. The only
outstanding occurrence of wintering birtls was a recorcl cottttt of 32 Purple
Sandpipers at Southsea on l4th. Migrant Chiffchaffs were eviclent from 7th
(on1y five havirrg been recorderd earlicr in thc year), Wheatears fronr l2th ar-rtl

Sand Martins fronr l3th. Six other rrrigrant species were seen before the end
of the month, including a Stone Curlew antl nine Garganeys at Paulsgrove
Reclamation on 27th. The latter record was the signal for a very good spring
for the species, with over 40 being rr'cordecl up to early May.

In early April the weather continued to be favourable to arrivals from the
south and a further 13 migrant species u,etc rccordeci up to lOth, includirtg
12 Avocets at Dibden Bay on 2nd, a Marsh Harrier at [iarlington Marshes on
4th and a Hoopoe at West Hayling on 5th. Also ol note were a Raven flying
west over F'arlingion Marshes or.r 4th, a l,ong-eared Owl at'I'itchfield l-laven
on 9th and 10th and a Ring-billed Gull at l)ibden Bay on lOth. From Sth
onwards the weather remained settlerl but the westerly movement of the anti-
cyclone pulled in colder northerly winds. Very few migrants arrived in the
next few days and visible movements ol passeriltes such as Meadow Pipits and
Linnets were generally sn-rail. llowever. tltere was a very early Pied Flycatcher
at Steep on 12th and also inland, some very interesting sea birdoccurrences
at Fieet Pond. A Little Gull was there frout Tth to 1 3th. a Kittiwake on 8th
and a further l3 Kittiwakes arrived on 12th. Most of these stayed during the
northerly winds, the last r.rot departing until 23rd, by which time westerly
winds were re-established. Other interesting records in mid-nronth were of a
Red Kite which left west fronr Titchfield Haven on 12th, seven Velvet Scoter
off Hill Head on l5th (five having been present since March 24th), a late
Merlin at Dibden Bay on 17th, a rnaie Montagu's Harrier, and a Great Grey
Shrike at Avon Tyrrell on 20th, a Little Egret at Fleet Pond and a summer
plumaged Red-necked Grebe off Hill Head on 22nd, an Ospt'ey at Pennington
and a Long-eared Owl at Waltham Chase on 25th, a Wryneck at Stubbington
on 26th and a rnale Red-footed Falcon at the traditional Bishop's Dyke haunt
on 28th. A11 other regular sunlmer visitors apart from Spotted Flycatcher and
Nightjar had also arrived by the rnonth's end although numbers were generally
small. Sea bird movements through the Solent were unspectacular, the most
noteworthy records being of 128 Whimbrels flying east at Hurst on iTth and
893 Bar-tailed Godwits east off llill Head on 2'7th. Numbers of terns, skuas
and Little Gulls were low.

For the first ten days of May the winds were again frequently frorn a

northerly quarter and as a resuit few interestitlg o((urrenees were noted in
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what is usually one of the best times ol year. The winds were no doubt re-
sponsible for Fieldfares lingering, 130 being near Hartley Wespall on 1st and
others still present on 4th. Considerable numbers of Whimbrel were discovered
feeding inland from Langstone Harbour at this time, the highest count being
of 60 at Ilavant Thicket on 2nd. A late Hen Harrier was at Fawley on 5th
and another stay,ed in the Bishop's l)ykearea until 22nd, the latest ever spring
date for the county. Other notable raptor records were of six Marsh Harriers
between 3rd and 23rd, Ospreys at Broomy Plain on 13th and Broadlands
[,ako on l8th, a ringtail Montagu's Harrier passing through Crondall on 15th
anrl a first sumnler maie Red-footed Falcon at Bishop's Dyke on 30th. F-ronr
()th high pressure to the east pulled in southerlywinds. These no doubt forced
sorle sea birds migrating up-Channel towards our coast. Records at this tirne
includetl l2 Pomarine Skuas between 9th and 13th, a Gull-billed Tern at
Warsash on lOth, aBalearicShearwater and 2l Little Gulls flying east at Hurst
on I lth, three Long-tailed Ducks (lncluding two surnmer plumage ntales)
flying cast tl'rrough the Solent on I lth and 12th and a noteworthy 107 Black
Terns cast off Hiil Head on 12th. Wader records inclucled 410 \{himbrel east
at llill IIead between Bth and lOth, two Temminck's Stints at Dibden Bay
lrorn iOth to l4th and 424 Bar-tailed Godwits east at Hurst on 12th. The
Long-billed Dowitcher present in the l'ennington area since October 198i was
last seen on l lth. A Spoonbill was at Farlington Marshes front 15th to 17th
but the latter hall of the month, so often an excellent tirne for overshooting
nrigrants, produced very little apart from a summer plumagecl Broad-billed
Sandpiper at l'aulsgrove Reclamation fronr 22nd to 25th, tlie second county
record. l:ior thcise who saw it, it nrore than rnade up for the dearth of other
rarities at this time. A Long-eared Owl was lound dead on the M27 at (losham
on 291h, possibly indicating local breedlng.

.l une was one of the wettest on record, with persistent westerlies and somcl
very hcavy thunderstorms. Ot note were a Garganey at 'titchtield Haven on
5th, a Razorbill at Pennington on 7th, a female Red-necked Phalarope at
Titchfield llaven on 9th, a Golden Oriole calling at Leigh I'ark on 13th, a
Honey Brrzzard seen over Weston (Southampton') on 24th and up to seven
Little Gulls at Farlington Marshes and two at Titchfield Haven throughout
the rnonth. llreeding surveys showed that the severe wlnter had litt1e effect
on Dartford lYarblers and Stonechats in the New Forest but caused a signi-
ficant reduction in the north-east, where the snow cover was nlore extensive.
Woodlarks showed a 49'l reduction in this area but data for the forest are not
con'rplete enough to draw any conclusions. Cetti's Warblers were unaffected,
a mirrinrurrr of 22 pairs or singing males being present in the county. The de-
cline ol'New liorest Buzzards appears to have been halted: l9 pairs were
located with ten known to have raised young. Records of Hobbies were lnore
corllplete than for several years, the records suggesting a county population
approaclring or even exceeding 50 pairs. Of the other raptoriai species tire
position of the Bam Owl seems precarious only nine breeding pairs were
reportecl. Tern numbers remain healthy, the establishrnent of colonies on the
RSI)ll wardened islands in Langstone Harbour contributing to the good position.
A pair of Roseate Terns was reported for the first time in several years. A pair
of Mediterranean Gulls bred at Needs Oar for the fourth time but unfortu-
nately they were washed out by spring tides. Records of this species at other
times of the year were nruch more frequent than previously, with several
individuals involved in records in the Weston Shore and Langstone Ilarbour
areas. Other notable breeding counts included eight calling Quails, at least
eight pairs of l{ater Rails proved breeding, 24 pairs of Little Ringed Plovers,
74+ pairs of Yellow Wagtails, mostly in the Avon Valley and on coastal re-
claimed areas, and in the New F-orest 14 pairs of l,Yhinchats and l2 pairs of
Wheatears. Singing Cirl Buntings were located at two sites so the species would
appear to bejust surviving in the county.
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In July the weather was changeable for a week but then the establishment
of a high pressure area over the continent pulled in hot air from the south. As
this moved slowly west the winds turned first easterly and then northerly to-
wards the end of the month. The star occurrence in the first hal.f of the
month was a Gull-billed Tern which fed inside the sea-wall at Pennington for
several hours on 1 lth. This was followed by an injured Puffin at Eling on l2th
and a very large flock of 45 Common Sandpipers on Milford Beach at dusk on
13th. Towards the end of the month further interesting migrants occuffed:
a Pectoral Sandpiper at Farlington Marshes from 21st to23rd, then moving to
Paulsgrove Reclamation where it remained until27th, a massive count of 196
Whimbrels at F'arlington on 241h, a Wryneck at Weston on 28th and a juvenile
Montagu's Harrier at Keyhaven on 31st.

In early August high pressure persisted to the south-west, resulting in hot
west to north-westerly winds. As a result it was a poor period for migrants,
the only birds of note being a Spoonbill at Titchfield Haven on 3rd, a Guillemot
at Langstone Harbour on 13th and an Osprey at Titchfield Haven on l6th.
The high pressure declined in mid-month with the result that temperatures fell
and unsettled weather returned. Although numbers of most of the commoner
passage migrants were quite good (includng 15-20 Pied Flycatchers up to
mid-September), the only notable birds were a Peregrine at Langstone Harbour
from 20th onwards, a Spotted Crake on Farlington Lagoon on 22nd and an
early Merlin at Oxey Marsh on 3lst.

Westerlies persisted in early September and the fairly quiet period con-
tinued. The only notable occurrences were on 5th, when an Osprey and a
Red-necked Grebe (the earliest autumn record for the county) were at Titch-
field Haven, an early Ring Ouzel was at Old Winchester Hill and a large inland
movement of Common/Arctic Terns took place, with 143 SW in two hours at
Fleet Pond and 26 SW with a Spotted Redshank at Frensham Great Pond. A
high pressure area over the near continent produced south-easterly winds
from 9th to 20th. During this period there was an early Hen Harrier at Ashley
Walk on lOth, three Marsh Harriers, Red-necked Grebes at Southampton
Docks on llth and Lymington on 19th, two Ospreys at Sopley on 12th, a
Temminck's Stint at Eling Great Marsh on 13th and l4th and on l5th a
Wryneck at Locks Heath and a noteworthy inland flock of 25 Black Terns at
Mockbeggar Lake. Strong westerlies returned for the rest of the month, pro-
ducing a Pectoral Sandpiper and a Buff-breasted Sandpiper in the Keyhaven
area from 25thl3oth, a storm-blown Leach's Petrel at Biambridge on 26th and
Grey Phalaropes at Farlington Marshes and Brownwich Shore on 28th. No
doubt uninfluenced by the weather were a flock of ten Stone Curlew at
Nether Wallop on 25th, these being accompanied by a Dotterel, and a record
gathering of 2030 Canada Geese at Stratfield Saye the next day.

Mild westerlies dominated the weather in October, with several periods of
strong winds and heavy showers or longer spells of rain. Movements of pas-
serines were very small during the month, but notable occurrences on the
ground included a Hoopoe at Liss and a late Grasshopper Warbler at Hamble
on 3rd, an early Snow Bunting at Pennington on 5th and 6th, a Tawny Pipit
at Sinah Common on 9th, up to three Ring Ouzels at O1d Winchester Hill
from 24th to 3lst and a late Lesser l{hitethroat at Southampton Container
Berth on 30th. Late October also signalled the start of a considerable influx
of Goldcrests, Firecrests, Chiffchaffs and Black Redstarts, the 1ast three
species producing totals of 33,70+ and'13 to the year's end. An unusually
large number of Black Terns was seen, with 26 flying west at Hurst on lst and
a sprinkling of records through to 20th when one was at Broadlands Lake.
Apart from a Grey Phalarope at Keyhaven from 5th to 9th the first half of
the month was fairly uneventful for non-passerines, but gales on l6thll7th
produced another Grey Phalarope, one or two Pomarine Skuas and a Purple
Sandpiper in the Keyhaven area and a Leach's Petrel in Langstone Harbour.
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In the last week of the month the weather became more settled, notable
records being of an Arctic Skua flying west over Broomy Plain on 24th, an
Osprey at Keyhaven trom 25th to 2'7th and at Eling a White-rumped Sandpiper
on2lth and a Curlew Sandpiper on 30th.

liairly warm, settled weather persisted in the first week of November. Late
sumrner visitors included a Whinchat at Twyford on 2nd, a Reed Warbler at
Fleet l'}ond on 4th and also an Osprey there on 7th. Also of note were a Long-
bitled Dowitcher at Titchfield Haven on 4th and inland a Red-necked Grebe
at Ilatchet Pond and a Brent Goose at F'leet Pond, both on 6th. On 8th two
extlenrcly early Smew were at IBM Lake and an Arctic Skua was seen off Hill
Ilead. A Snow Bunting was seen at Sinah Commonon lOthand bythistime
westerlies had returned. The winds veered north-westerly on 13th with the
result that temperatures dropped. No rarities were seen for the rest of the
month although there was a massive arrival of Brent Geese and a notable pas-

sage o1'Short-eared Owls, at least 25 being seen during the month and some
rerlaining to winter. Two late skuas were a Bonxie at llurst on 21st and an
Arctic at Ilill Ilead r:n 23rd. A Slavonian Grebe was inland at Broadlands Lake
fronr lgth to 26th antl by the end ofthe month at least 53 Great Crested
Gretres and 37 Black-necked Grebes were present in Langstone Harbour. Also
of nr.lte was a count of 26 Purple Sandpipers at Southsea on 26th.

ln l)ecember east to south-easterly winds predominated for the first week
but therealter a rnild, unsettled westerly airstream became established. The
4th as a good day with 20 Avocets at Dibden Bay and flocks of 35 Greylag
Geese and 97 Eider at Keyhaven. On 6th a roosting Long-eared Owl was dis-
covered at Sinah (1. P. and on 8th a Glaucous Gull was seen at I{ill Head.
Thereafter lew noteworthy birds were recotded aithough nurnbers of some
wintering species were high. Numbers of Brent Geese reached record levels
with over 7500 at Langstone and 1500 in the Keyhaven area. ln the Avon
Valley, counts on 29th included 280 \{hite-fronted Geese, 108 Bewick's
Swans and 2950 Wigeon. Other wildfowl records included a massive count of
3000 Teal at CalshotlFawley on 5th, a srnall influx of at least six Long'tailed
Ducks, up to seven Ruddy Ducks at Yateley G. P. from 14th onwards, two
Smew at IBM Lake contlnuously and six Goosanders back at Wellington C. P.

by 26th. Hen Harriers were less numerous than during the previous winter but
at least 12 Merlins were found. Some wintering passerines have already been
mentioned, but also worthy of note were a minimum of 33 Blackcaps, a flock
of 25 Twite at Dibden Bay on 18th and a very unseasonal House Martin over
Beaulieu on 22nd.

JMC
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BIRDS IN HAMPSHIRE, 1982

The following abbreviations have been used: N, E, S and W = the points of the com-
pass: these are combined with numbers to show the direction in which birds overhead
were moving, e.S. l'1 W;

CBC = Common Bird Census;
C. B. = Cress Bed:
C. P. =Country Park;
G. C. = Golf Course

(in tables) = datum not available;
0 (in tables) = visit made but none seen;
P (in tables) = present when visit made but not counted;* (wildt'owI and Coot) = post-war maximum lbr area concerned,
$ - lurther detuils given in Ringing Report :

t = further details given in breeding censuses paper.

Species are listed in order o f the Voou s list. Lach is given a code letter ; an explanatio n
of these is given below.
A = A species tbr rvhich all records are given.
B = A species for which a sunln)ary of thc rccords is given.
g = d 5pecies lbr which selected records are given, e.g. niigration, weathcr

movements, unusual dates etc.
D = A species recorded about which there is nothing to report.

A Red-throated Diver Gauia stellata
Early year: 1, Southampton Water, Jan.4th; l. Langstone Harbour, Jan.9th;
1, Warsash, Jan. 1Oth and l2th; 1, Hurst/Pennington, Jan. lTth; 1, Fareham
Creek, Jan. l9th and 2oth; l, Southampton Water, Jan. 21st and23rd;1,
Pylewell, lan.22nd; l, Hi.ll Head, Feb. lst; I,IBM Lake, Feb. 3rd; l, slightly
oiled, off Southsea, Feb.23rd; 1, Eling, Mar. l0th; I, Hayling Bay , Apr.2lstl22nd.
Ldte year: l, Hurst, Nov. Tth; l, Hill Head, Nov. l4th; l, Eling, Dec. llth.
A Black-throated Diver Gavin arctica
Early year only: 1, Warsash, Jan. 1Oth/Feb. 3rd (DAC); 1, Marchwood, Jan.
21stl26th (PJC); l, llurst, May 11th and 2 B there, May l5th (MGWT).

A Great Northern Diver Gavia immer
Early year:2, Hayling Bay, Jan. 1st; l, Langstone Harbour, Jan. lOth;1,
Hayling Bay, Jan. 1lth and 13th; 1, Hill HeadiWarsash, Jan. 10th/23rd;1,
Lepe, Jan. 22nd; l, off Southsea, Feb. 1 3th.
Late year: l, Hayling Bay, Oct.30th and Nov.6th; 1, Eling, Nov. 15th; 1,
Hill Head, Nov. 28th/Dec. 2nd;2, Langstone Harbour, Dec. 12th; 1, fronr
Hayling Bay into Chichester }Iarbour, Dec. 29th.

A Diver species Gavia sp.
Early year: 1 NE, Eastney, Jan. lst;1 E, Ilill tlead, Jan.8th; I E, llayling
Bay, Jan. llth; I W, Pennington, Jan. lTth; 1 E, flill Head, Jan. 22ntl;1,
Chilling, Feb. 1Oth; 1 E,, Gilkicker Point, Mar.Sth; 1 E, Hayling Bay, Mar.
2lst; 1 E, Hurst, Apr. 1st; 2 E, Southsea, Apr. 3rd;1 E, Hurst, Apr.4th, 5 E
and I W, Hill Head, Apr.2Oth/May 8th; 1, Calshot, Apr.30th;1 W, Hayling
Bay, May 1st; I E, Hurst, May 5th; I E, Pennington, May 9th;1, Hurst, May
I 1th/12th and 2 there, May 13th.
Late year: 1 W, Pennington, Nov. l4th; 1, Langstone Harbour, Nov. 15th;
I W, Hill Head, Dec. 7th; 1, I{ayling Bay, Dec.gth. I E there, Dec. 17th and
1 W, Dec. 27th.

C Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruJicollis
Salt water maxima:38, Eling, Jan.21st and 3lst;30, Langstone Harbour/Port
Creek, Jan. 1 2th and 32 there, Dec. I 5th.

(1. P. = Gravel I'it(s);
It. T. = Rubbish Tip;
S. F. = Sewage Farnr/Works;
S. P. = Sand Pit:
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IrL:slLwater nru.rirnu: -ltl, Longstock/Lcckford, l.rrr. l(,tlr .r,r,l .1 5 tlrcrc, Nov.
l.3tlt;42, Ringwood/l'ordingbridge, lreb. 2.lrl :.,}i, I vcrsluy (;. l'., Sept. 26th;
31, '['imsbury, Ocl.. ]nd; 26 Winnall, Oct. i /tlr.

B (lrcrt (lrcsted Crehe
il'Itt ttt hl.l' trrtt.x itrttt at sclt' ctt',I ItttaItttes :

l',tiliceps cristatus

J I,

Langst()nc llarbour l(l I rl

llill llead .1 1 11
Sotrtltrntpton Wuler 5(l l.l
Ilurst/l.yrnington tl 4
llingwood/l ordinglrt ttlgt 9 2tl
Iilocll)ond l+ ll
Yaleley (i. l'. 14 2-+

llr<:eding:N Ir., 3-5 prs. attellrptcd at twelve sjtes.l7 raising 56 yg.;Ringwood/
Irordingbridge, l8 prs. present al nine sitcs, () | allrrrrl-rlrtl rvilh 4 raising 7 yg.;
Avon Village, 2 prs. present, I raising .l t,g.; lliglrtowrr ( i. l'., I 1rr. bred;
Sowley l)ond, I pr. raised I yg.; Allington (i l'., I pr rai:cil 3 yg.;l'.whurst,
I pr. raise rl 4 yg.

B Red-necked Grebe I\tJit t'lt.t gt tstgL'ttu
Ear11, ygor, Many rocortls Inrttt the errt.irr e rirrsllirrr' l'r'rrrrrnglon/llayling Bay
but nrrtrhers involved ditlicult 1o rleternrirrr'. Al lr:rsl 5 werc present itr
Sotttlrarttptort Water rltrrirtg Jan. wltcrt'lltt'y rvcrc:!:rn [()gclhrr oll Warsaslr
on Jan. 22nd. 2, l.ur.tgstonc ilarlrtitrr, .l un. lTth arrd l'cb. I lllr. I tlr:utl antl
oiletl . l'onnington, l'clr. (rtlt. l, Sinah (i, l'.. Mar. lllh/l3th. I irr surrrnrer
plurlrago, Ilill tleatl, Apr. 2J.nd. llecortls lrorrr tltr'ollLin c()asl oll SuLrtlrsca,
Lepc unri IIill IIead are probably linkerl witlr [-iurgstorrc Ilarbour antl Sorrlh-
ampt(ln Water. I\4inilrrit prtsclrl werc .l iln.. 7: lie b., 4, Mrl .. l
Late .t'car: l, Iitchlield Ilavcrr. Scpt. 5th; l, Weslrrn l)ocks (Soutlranrlrtorr),
Scpt. llth;1,I-ynrington, Scl)l . l()th,l.llatchcl l'ontl . Nriv. (r1lr

!9,\ I I lte llLoatllatrtls biltl rcrrairtctl ulttil Sept. I711r.

B Slavonian Gretre l\ttltte;tt; uuritLts
Earl.y .1,sav' ltecorrled until Apr. l9th with r probable 45 dif lt'renl indivicluals
present in Jan. lronr Kt'yhavr:n/llayling llay. Maxinra werr I l. lliryling Bay,
Jan. 25th/lieb. I 51h and 7, l)itts l)ecp, Iieb. l4th.
Late ),ear: 2, l.angstone Ilarbour/lliryling Bay, Nov. lrrrl; .l llrctc ()n (,tlr arrd
until end ol year. lrlscwltere, singles in Southarrrirtorr Waltr, oll ilrll lluad antl
[]arton-on-Sea in l)ec. An inland record ol l. []roatllllrLls l.akc. Nov. l rlll/l6l h.

B Black-necked Grebe I ) 
ct tl i ce p s n ig r ictt I L t t

Llarl.y .year: IJp to 38, l.ungstone llarbour, Jau., ]0. l,cb./Mar. with the lasl
there l, Apr. t)th. lrlsewhere, 1, Iitchfield llaven/llill l['rd, Jan.6th, 101 lr
and 2ls1 ;2 o1'1'Netley, Jan. 20th; 1, Lepe, Jail.,J(Jrlr/-3 lst; l, Netley, [,tlr
l6tlt/17th; l, [-epe, Iicb 22nd;1, Dibden Bay, Mar. 2'7th/Apr. 3rd.
l,dte .yedr: 2, Langs{onc Harbour, Oct. 15th;23 there by Oct.3Oth; 25, Nr,v
I /tlr;37, Nov. 28th;35, Dec 25th.2, Hill Head, Dec. 17thl18th.

lj Fulnrar Fulmarus gl^zcltli:
lle twcen llrrrst/lleyling llalr 6 161u1 of 15 on ten .lates flom Feb. 11ttr/May
1(rth therr singles on Aug. 81h and 13th.

A Manx Shearwa{er Puffinus puffinu,s
l, o1' the rarre /- p. t'iltuilt ttili(i,t, off llurst, May l l tlr ( IIBW, MGWT).

A Leacfr's Petrel ()L'(utrt)ilt'()iltit lcui',tt'lt,,.r
l. llranrlrriilgc, ringerl und releaserl l'.rrglislr ('lr;rnrrcl. S!^trl. l()llr (1.'l ll(i). l.
Larrgstone []arborrr, ()L t. I 7th ( ltWll. J N4\\i. l',,\( ;)

MAMJ.I ASONI)
t2 9 2 I - 2 3 55326
26 7 1 0 0 0 3 1 t4 59
l0 I 8 10

4 4 t 2 6 9t2
40 36 33 27 16

2s 20 ls 6 8 10 10 242s t7
2424202621-26191814
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B Gannet Sula bassarw
l, dead on shore, Pitts Deep, Feb. l4th; I dead, Hurst, Mar. 27th. A totalof
29 on nine dates, Apr. lst/July 22td, mainly from Hurst. I SW over Totton,
Sept.23rd.

Langstone Harbour
Southampton Water

Maximum number inland: 47 on the Avon between Bisterne and lbsley,
Jan. 23rd. In the N. E., away from the main river valleys, peaks in May and
Oct. were considered to indicate passage.

A Shag Phah cro corax aristo t elis
l, off Eastney Point, Mar. l4th (PG) was the only early year record. Then I
from Oct. 3 1st/Dec. 3 lst in the Langstone Harbour entrance/Southsea Castle
area (PG).

A Bittern Botaurus stellaris
Early year: 2, Sinah (i. P., throughout Jan., 1 remaining until Apr. 23rd; l,
Keyhaven, Jan. 1st; 1, Calshot, Jan. 1st; 1/2, Titchfield Haven, Jan. lst/29th;
1, Warsash, Jan. 6thi 12th;1, found dead, Sowley Pond area, Jan. 8th; 1,
Alresford Pond, Jan. lzthl2gth;1, Lepe, Jan. 13th; 1, Ellingham, Jan. 1Sth;
1, Bishopstoke, Jan.3lst;1, Leckford, Jan.;1, Itchen Navigation, Feb.6th;
1, Ringwood, Feh. 21thl28th; l, Alresford Pond, Mar. 8th.

1, Fleet Pond, Nov. 1 2th/Dec. 30th was the only late year record.
1981: I, Sowley Pond, Dec. 29th.

A Little Egret Egrettd garzetta
1, Fleet Pond, Apr. 22nd (LSW, CICS,'fMJD et al). Acceptedby British Birds.

C Grey Heron
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

JITMA
34

9s s2 80 34

JIIMAM
66856

11 8856
65544

C Cormorant
Monthlv maxima at selected localities:

Phalacrocorax carbo

JJASOND
t2 t4 36 44 4t 40 40
22 4s 13 128 136 91 24

Ardea cinerea

ASON
21 20 32 26
14 19 20 18
9t9 8 8

Platalea leucorodia

M

t4

Langstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
Titchfield Haven

.IJ
6t9

11 9
15 16

D
22
1B

8

Maximum counts elsewhere were 32, Tirnsbury, Jan. 17th; 66, tsling (ireat
Marslr, Oct. 30th;44,ltchen Stoke, Nov. 21 st; 50, Lower "l est Marshes, Dec. 27th.
Breeding: Blashfortl, 5 occupied nests; lilvethanr Park, 5 o.n.; F'ishers Pond,
22 on.; Hinton Admiral. 12/15 o.n.; Sandy Balls Wood, 6/7 o.n.; Sowley
Pond, 35/37 o.n.;Tournerbury Wood, 9l12 o.n.

1 N off the sea, Hayling Bay, Apr. 2nd; I trorn SSW, I{urst and 3 E, Hill
Head, Apr. 24th;5 SW, Leigh Park (Havant), Aug. 14th possibiy refer to
migration.
A Spoonbill
limmature,FarlingtonMarshes,Mayl5thi lTth(JTSetal).1adult,l'itchfield
Haven, Aug. 3rd (SR).

Wildfowl' Monthly counts in Jan./Mar. and Sept./Dec. organised by HOS on behalf of the Wildlbwl
Trust continued at some fifty localities in 1982. The only nrajor gaps in coverage were at
Marsh Court in Sept. and at various sites in the Upper ltohen Valley in Jan./Mar. and
Nov./Dec. On the plus side counting was resumed at Broadlands lrstate (north of M27)
lor the flrst time since 1979. The tables for the conrmon species show the uronthly
rnaxima for selected localities; these will not nccessarily be the oflicial count figures
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although in under-watched areas they are otten the only counts available.. Counts are also
given ior Chichester Harbour, which includes the eastern shore of Hayling Island but is
largely in West Sussex. These are not taken into consideration in any comments made in
the text.

B Mute Swan $ f
Monthly maxirna at selected localities

Cygnus olor

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Canoe Lake
Baffins Pond
Portsmouth Harbour
Titchfield Haven
Itchen Mouth
Eling Great Marsh
Lymington/Hurst
Sopley/Avon Village
Ringu,ood/Bickton 1

N of Fordingbridge
Mottisfont area
Lo ngsto ck /Leck fbrd
Allbrook (Itchen)
Alresford Pond
Eversley/Yateley G.P.s

JFMAMJJASOND- 37 53 89 35 73 47
15 30 44 l7 18

58 14 10 16 36 53 53
15 36 47 39 25 27 30 17 17 28
25 10 11 3 6 2 4 s 14 19 31 32
23 820304632 9 819 7 4 6
26 39 13 12 13 31 44 6i 3s 38 40 12
15 4 227 3271 9895 s 7 6 3
44 21 28 18 15 25 38 26
403s366,2015231823
00 81 s9 s0+ 92 65 54 43 124 106
't7 155 95 32 43 73t6t 118 152
13 5 10 2 4 '7 33
2010t2-20t32418,20-233420
225--404042502s610

48 40 29 25 24 10 13 16 24 31 42 56*

The only other counts to exceed 20 were 21, Dibden Bay, Jan.24thand
Mar. l4th;22, Shepherd Springs, Jan.31st;54*, Howe Park Lake (Houghton),
Oct.24th;49*, Moortown (R.. Avon), Dec. l4th.

46 pairs were reported'breeding, of which 30 are known to have raised 129
young and 4 definitely failed. A11 breeding records for 1983 should be sub-
mitteci as a National Survey of the species is taking place.

B Bewick's Swan Cygnus columbianus
In the Avon Valley present until Mar.3rd (32, Ibsley) and from Oct. 25th(3,
Ibsley), apart from a single immature with Mute Swans at Ibsley from Apr.
lstl24th. Monthly maxima at the four principal sites and for the whole valley
are shown below.

JIIMAONI)
North of Fordingbridge 55 40 0 0 0 0 0
Ibsleyarea ll0 130 90 I 3 11 80
Blashlbrd 113* 0 0 0 0 0 36
Sopley/AvonVillage 37 0 0 0 0 14 51
Whole Valle-v 183* 130 90 I 3 71 108

Apart from 37 at lry Lake on Jan. lst, none was seen at Ibsley or else-
where before Jan. l6th, but a count of I 13 at Blashford (an area little used in
the past) on 18th suggests their whereabouts during the cold spell. A survey
on Jan. 29th produced a total of I 83 (BSD), a record count for the va1ley,
with 55 at Castle Hill (Fordingbridge), 1 10 at Ibsiey and 18 at Sopley/Winkton
(some iust inside Dorset). Late year numbers were norrnal for recent years.
Best counts of immatures were 33 out of 183 on Jan. 29th(18.0(/o),23 out of
1 16 on Feb. 23rd (19.8%),24 out of 130 on F-eb. 28th 118.5'/o),1 1 out of 63
on Nov. 26th (17.5"/r,) and seven out of 108 on Dec. 28th(5.601,).

Other records were of 11,Needs Oar Point, Jan. lst; 12 (4 imms.), Sowley,
Jan. 3rd (same birds?); 1 SE, East Cosham, Jan. 1Oth;7 off S, Timsbury, Jan.
31st; a large party llying SE over St. Cross (Winchester) at 0100 hours on
Mar. 2nd, this coinciding with a drop from 90 to 32 at Ibsley;3 NE, Bricks-
bury Hill, Mar. 7th;3 N, Pennington, Dec. 29th.
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A Whooper Swan CYgnus cYgnus
I in the Bishopstoke/Allington area in late Dec. 1981 remained until Feb.
14th (DU, AGK, PGC). Other records were of 4 (2 imms-), Ibsley,-Jan' 22nd
(NR);4 ('1 imm.) S, Lee (R. Test), Jan. 3lst (DRB, KMG, AMII, SWS);2 N,
Lepe, Jan. 31st (KDH).

A Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
1 aclult was found among 340 white-fronts at Ivy Lake (Blashford) on Feb.
2-lrd (JMCk, MASc).

B I'Vhite-fronted Goose Anser albifrons
Large ngmbers were plesent in the Avon Valley during thesevereJan. weather
but-tht flock mostly kept to inaccessibie areas to the south of Ringwood. The
only count possible was of ca. 1500 on 23rd. Recorded numbers in Ireb. were
n,u"h lu*..-*ith ca. 4OO at Ibsley on 15th declining to 320 at Ringwood on
28th, the last date any birds were seen. Other recorcls included up to 32,
F arlington Marshes, Jan. 1stl25th; 10, Keyhaven/Penningtorl, Jan. 30th; a

flock NE over Titchfield Haven after dark, Jan.3Oth;30 SE, St. Denys, Feb.
4th;56 E, Normandy Lane (Lymington), Mar. 5th; I imm', Tundry Pond/
E,lvetlram, Mar. 14th/APr. 9th.

The fiist returns were B E and 20 W at Titchfield Haven on Nov. 8th. A
small passage was notecl there in Dec. with 29 W on four dates between 3rd
and 29th ancl at Farlington Marshes where there were 5 on 2nd and 21 w on
5th. The only records from the Avon Valley were 250, Avon Village, Dec.

11th;270,lbiley, Dec. 19th;280 in flight over Blashford, Dec. 28th.

B Greylag Goose
Monthly maxima at Lhe two main localities:

Stratfield Saye/Bramshill arca
Fleet /ElvethamiTundry Pond area
Ulackwater Valley (Eversley/Badshot Lea)
t'et er sfield/ Liphook area
Irchen Vrlley t Allingron/Alreslbrd )

Test Valley (Llling/St. Mary Bourne)
Avon Valley (Ringu'ood area)
Needs Oar/Sowley Pond area
Titchlield Haven
Po.rtsmouth area

JIIMAMJ
192 210 108
105+ 80+

Anser anser

JASOND
I 98 141

I09 l7l 176+

At Stratfield Saye ca. 1 0 pairs raised 49 young.
Records came from a further nineteen localities, many in spring lndicating

dispersal of the two main flocks. 24+ at Longstock on Apr. 26th (with counts
of up to 13 on other dates in Fetr./Apr.) rvere obviously Bransbury birds but
the origins of 21 W in two flocks at Titchfield Haven on Nov.6th and a flock
r:f 35 it Keyhaven on Dec. 4th are more intriguing. Other records were of 7

or less.

Bransbury (lommon
Stratl'ield Saye

B Canada Goose $ Branta canadensis
Counts in Aug./Sept. in various areas are given below ( I 9B 1 figures in brackets).

2030 ( 1 630)
440 (300)
i60 (100)
lsl (170)
230 (1 30)
291 (190)
2s0 (3so)
54 (2s)
2 (o)

102 t71)
Totals 3720 {29,12)

The total of 3720 birds is probably very close to the actual county population.
Recortl counts wcre made at the following localities: Alresford Pond (230,

Aug. 22nd), Avon Village (62, Nov.26th), Baffins Pond (102, Sept.28th),
Eling Great Marsh (291 , Sept. I 8th), Longstock/Leckford ( 151, Nov. 1 3th),
Passfield House Lake(Liphook) ( 1 5 l, Aug. 28th), Stratfield Saye (2030, Sept.
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26th, probably the largest flock in the country) and Titchfield Haven (73,
Jan 22nd1,

Breeding was better recorded than in 1981. In the N. E. 472 young were
raised at 15 sites, the main colonies being at Ash Vale G. P. (30 young raised),
Elvetham Park (72), Fleet Pond (28), Potbridge Fishery (22), Stratfield Saye
(108), Wellington C. P. (52) and Yateley G. P. (100). In the Avon Valley 20
pairs raised 87 young at the Blashford area C]. P.s, 3 pairs bred at Hightown
G. P. and 3 pairs raised l9 young in the Avon Village/Bisterne area, the first
there. Other records were of 1 3 pairs at ten widespread sites with 10 known
to have raised 52 young. These included 4 successful pairs at New Forest ponds.

B Brent Goose $
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

J F M AM JJA
Clhiclrester Harbour 8511 4687 2431 - - 5 4
l-angstoneHarbour 5700 4716 2360 500 5 5 5 5
Portsmouth Harbour 506+ 87+
I{ill Head area 248 255 18 0 0 0 0 0
Warsash/Hamble 372 491* 34 0 10 0 0
Weston Shore 91 93 63 0 0 0 0 0
Calshot/Irawley 330 350 3 0 0000
Lepe/NeedsOar 23O 210 350 0 0000
Sowley/Lymington 166 110 200 190 0 0 0 0
Lymington/Hurst 900 978 1000 54 3 I I 0

Numbers were very high in the late year, reaching record levels at five loca-
lities. Further information is given in a paper elsewhere in this report.

Spring passage was indicated by 1"72 E at two sites in Mar., peak 120 E at
Hiil Head on 9th. Few were seen moving in Apr. but on May 13th I flew SE
off Hurst and E off Hili Head (same bird?).

Inland an immature was at Fleet Pond on Nov. 6th.

Brantd bernich

SOND
6 508+1842 9651*
5 2000 5645 7536+
- 55 1048 850+
0 46 1'10 720*
0 0 22 400
0 0 135 97
0 82 313 2s0
0 160 310 460*
0020084
0 190 760 1500+

B Shelduck t
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

JI,'MA
ChichesterHarbour 4552 3788 2401
LangstoneHarbour 1751 2432 920 160
Portsmouth Ilarbour 680 31+ 31+ 53
Dibden Bay 245 210 208 108
Calshot/Fawley 415 365 320 230 |
Neods Oar Point 140 110 100
Sowley/Lymington 104 86 105 75
Lymington/Ilurst 454 359 290 125
Sopley/Avon Village 3 B 15 27
Ringrvood/Bickton614824

Counts at other localities did not exceed 1 00.
There was good correlation of spring coastal movenrents: 50 Fl at Ilurst

between Apr. 17th/May 14th and 4'7 E at Hill Head between Apr.20th/
May 14th.

Broods were reported as follows: F'arlington Marshes, 3; Calshot/Fawley,
2; Bailey's IIard (Beaulieu), 1; Pylewell, 1;Lymington/Oxey Creek,4;Mock-
beggar Lake, 5; lvy Lake, 1. Other inland recorcls suggestive of breeding were
1/2, Petersfield, Mar. 8th/Mayl6th; a pair, Whitton Pond (Burley), Apr.9th;
a pair, Havant Thicket, May 3rd;9, Kingston Conrrnon (an old breeding site),
May 3lst;a pair, Bishop's Dyke, June 5thi 6th.

Elsewhere inland recorcls carne frorn Alresiord Pond (2/3, Jan. l6th/17th;
1, Feb. 14th), Dogmersfield Lake ( 1, Jan. l lth), Eversley G. P. (1, Nov. 21st),
Marsh Court (3, Jan. l'1th:,4, Feb. 21st;3, Mar. 5th), Moortown (Ringwootl)
(2, Dec. 14th), Park Corner liarrn (5 NNI.., Feh. l9th), Stratfield Saye (3,
Mar. 16th) and Wellington C. P. (1. Jan.3rtl ; I E, Apr. 3rd and 2lst).

MJJASON
- 314 137 185 106+629

s6 62 13 16 35 50 170
23 18 1 98
69 3 t s6
64 s0 29 s2 2s 108_ B 842
t3 t2 lz.- 10 12 45 60
14000
39* 7 2 0 0 0

Tadorna tadorna

D
1826
410

68
32

144
BO

60
1.4t

I
I
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B Mandarin Aix galericulata
At Stratfield Saye present throughout the year, peaks I 3 on Mar. I 8th and
l6 on Sept. 29th, 1 pair breeding successfully. In the Leckford area there
were 9 on Jan. l6th and 6 drakes and I duck (others sitting?) on Apr.26th
but no other indications of breeding. Elsewhere a pair nested but failed at
Waggoners Wells and pairs probably bred at Eyeworth Wood and Wellington C. P.

Other records were of l/3 birds at l6 widespread sites. Although some of
these were long-staying semi-tame birds some localities featured for the first
time, e.g. Ashley Walk, Broadlands, Mockbeggar Lake and Timsbury, indi-
cating the gradual spread of the species in the county.

B l{igeon
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

Anas penelope

JFMAMJJASON
Chichester Harbour 774 28I t44 2 2 71 79+ 525
Langstone Harbour 2000+* 200 70 12 0 0 12 3 376 800 400
TitchfieldHaven 2110* 1260 750 9l I 2 2 I 12 188 '/14
Eling Great Marsh 320 340 60 0 0 0 0 0 3 250 200
Needs Oar Point 400 450 40 2 2 2 2 2 42 460 450
Sowley/Lymington 390 12 210 0 0 0 1 20 0 225
Lymington/Hurst 400 - 9 20000 5 70 150
Sopley/AvonVillage 2500+x 450 8 - 2 0 0 0 0 0 500
Ringwood/Bickton 3700* 1350440 6 0 0 0 0 0 440
Broadlands/Timsbury 195 149 0 00000 0 0 123
StratfieldSaye 60 44 36 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 17

D
151

1 000
12lO
400
5s0

53
150

1 400
2900
l6s

26

Other coastal localities with counts of 100+ were Portsmouth Harbour
(max. 118, Nov. l4th), Warsash (max. 100, Jan. 27th, next best 5) and
Calshot/Fawley (peaks 190, Jan. 17th; 100, Oct. 17th). At otherinland sites
counts did not exceed 20.

Numbers were extremely high during and following the cold Jan. weather.
It is estimated that 12000 were present around Ian. l1thl23rd, including
6200+ in the Avon Valley between Sopley and Bickton (the highest ever
count for Hampshire JMCk, KBW) and record counts of 2110 at Titchfield
Haven and 2000+ at Langstone Harbour. Most had moved on by mid-Feb.
Late year numbers were good and included a count of 2950 between Sopley
and Bickton on Dec. 28th, the highest ever Dec. count for the Avon Valley.
Most of these were day roosting on lvy and Mockbeggar Lakes indicating
disturbance in the feeding areas at Avon Tyrrell, Blashford and Harbridge.
Also of note was the regular use of Eling Great Marsh, the counts being ex-
ceptional for recent years. Birds often arrived at dusk to feed on areas exposed
by falling tides.

In addition to the summering birds shown in the table above there was also
a pair at Winnall until at least June 27f h.

B Gadwall Anas strepera
Numbers in the county reached a record level in late Jan. (ca. 250) and were
also high in Dec. (ca. 220).
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

JFM
Langstone Harbour 16 I 3
TitchfieldHaven 9 7 4
Sopley/AvonVillage 5 0 6
Ringwood/Bickton 56 45
Marsh Court 69 19 4
Allington G. P. 12 8 0
Alresford/Northington 11 9 3
Yateley/Eversley G.P.s 28* 16 '1

A M J J A S O. N I)
30000112t
200700266
31 ,0304
13-21944335195
- 2 t7 31000001't t4 16x2 0 0 0 11 7 I t2 60 0 0 0 0 1 1 18 l8
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Monthly totals from sites with less regular records are shown below.

JTIMAMJJASOND
432011373011563042

Counts of 10 or more were made at Dibden Bay (12*, Feb' 27th)' Needs

Oar Point (10, Nov. 22nd), Pylewell (10*, Aug. 29th), Leckford (1A,l1l
l6th), ChilLolion Con'rmon (10 N, Dec.28th), Dogmersfield. Lake (.1 1/13*,
Dec. incl/10th) and Fleet Pond (10*, Dec. l2th Dogmersfield birds). Also
of note were summer records frorn Winchester S. F. (pr., May 7th), Polhampton
(Test) (pr., May 12th; 3 dd, May 29th), Needs Oar Point (1d, Mav 12th) and
Pylewell (3, June 5th).

B Teal Anas crecca
Despite the cold weather in the early year counts were generally low, only
rea"hilg 1000 in the Avon valley below Ringwood. [n the late year numbers
*.r. ugiin low apart from a massive count of ca. 3000* at Calshot/F'awley on
Dec. 5[h (PF'F, JMJ), one of the highest counts ever in the county.
Llonthly maxima at selected localities:

.I F' [,1

Clrichester Harbour 1709 135 265
Lansstone Harbour 425 200 50
Porismoutlr I larbour 150 38 30
Titchtield Haven 300 108 57
Warsash 300 150 23
Eling/Lower 'fest 150 50 10

Dibden Bay 10 242 150
Calshot/Fawley 200 416 29
Needs Oar point 350+ 350 50
Sorvley/Lymington 750 124 24
Lymington/tluist 450 200 13
SoolevTAvt,n Villae,e I300* 200 ll0
Rincwuod/tsie L run 600 210
N4arih Court 64 11 lB
Avington 144 78 10
Alreslbrd Pond i65 7(\ 80
Dogrnerslieid Lake 90* 59 40
Str;tfield Saye 42 22 50

Other sites with counts of 50+ were Broadlands (max. 136, Dec. l0th),
Mottisfont (max. 50, Nov. 20th), Eastleigh S. F. (max. 6O+, Jan. 2nd),
Warnford Park (54*, Nov. lgth) and Hill Side (129* on ice-free water, Jan.
1 3th).

Single pairs bred successfully at Upper Clatford G. P. and Woolrner, with
proba6ly a second pair attempting at the latter site' Al1 summer records,
especially from the New Forest, are required.

A Green-winged Teal A' c. carolinensis
Drakes showing the characteristics of this race were at Dibden Bay on Feb.
6th (TMM) and Mar. 13th (KMG, SWS) and at Stratfield Saye-9n Mar. 14th
and 17th (ltrlct<). Both were accepted by British Birds. Ttle fifth and sixth
Hampshire records.

B Mallardt Anas PlatYrhYnchos
Numbers were unexceptional. of twenty-eight localities holding over 100
during the year, ten had their maxima in Jan', fourteen in Aug./Oct. and four
in Nov./Dea. Maxima at localities with counts exceeding 5O0 or_record counts
were as follows: Portsmouth Harbour (3 3l *, Dec'), Lower Test Marshes (5 50*,
Oct.), Sowley Pond (500, Jan.), Sopley/Avon Village (660, Segt'), Alresford
Pond'1856*,-Aug.), Wyci< Pond (Alton) (160*, Aug.), Stratfield Save (900,
Sept.),'Tundry Pond (405*, Sept.) and Fleet Pond (525, July).

AM JJ A S
-- - 8 25502

19 2 5 20 215 600
1004 3 26

120 6 t2 22 160 210
6 000 0 1
0 000 010
t2 010 0 0
2 I - 6128600.- - 210

- 68 50+
12200210

ON
102+ 2t'7 0
800+ 1000+
52+ 105+

340 966
4 110

25 2A
04

1000 950
200+ 320
190+ 300+
200+ 580
286 289
58 161

D
2235

400
200
286

91
20

0
3000 x

320
224+
500+
320
375
60

2{10+
35
25

'7 0--, 6
13 0 0 0 l'7 2

46016
5 000
8 000

6
136

13
2

,1342
50

80 184 142
7456

87 40 70
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B Pintail Anas acuta
Numbers reached their highest ever level in the county during and immediately
following the cold spell, with some 540 present around Jan. l1thlZ3rd in-
cluding a county record of 2lO at Langstone Harbour on 23td (PG)' In the
second winter period counts were normal.
Monthly maxima dt selected localities:

J FM A M J J A S O N D
Chichester Harbour 135 125 25 * I 0 19 2+139 190
LangstoneHarbour 210* I57 4 0 1 1 1 3 6 30 88133
PortsmouthHarbour 30* 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 4 4
TitchfieldHaven 4 4 3 2 0 I 0 0 0 0 3 8

Needs Oar/Sowlev Pondt '15*+ 60+ 23 - 3 25 40
Lymington/Hursf 100x' 22 0 3. I 0 0 5 I 6 28 18
SonlevTAvonVillaee 30 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Riigwood/Bicktori 91 35 2 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 542

Other coastal records were of l16 at five localities up to Mar. 28th, I at
Calshot/Fawley on July 24th and 119 at three localities from Oct. 7th. Inland
sightings were made at Moortown (Avon) (3, Dec. l4th), Broadlands Estate
(4, Jan. 1?th), Allington G. P. (1d, Feb. 4th; pr., Mar. l4th; 19, Dec.27thl
31st), Marwell Zoo (19, Aug. lSth), Alresford (3, Jan. 31st) and Eversley
G. P. (l E, Sept. 6th).

A Garganey Anas querquedula
There was an unprecedented spring influx with at least 40 recorded. The first
were 9 (5dd) at Paulsgrove Reclamation, a pair at Sturt Pond (Milford) and a

drake at Dibden Bay on Mar.27th. Records followed from Pennington (l/3,
Mar. 29rhlApr. 6th), Dibden Bay (112, Mar. 28thlApr. 3rd;16, Apr. 24th;
pr., May 7th), Farlington Marshes (pr., Mar. 3lst/Apr. lst;2 prs., Apr. 9th;
I pr., Apr. l2th 16, Apr.22nd), Titchfield Haven (11266, Apr.  thlst}l'),
Alresford Pond ( 1d, Apr. 6th), Fleet Pond (pr., Apr. 8th), Bramshill Common
(1d, Apr. 9th), Marsh Court (pr., Apr. lOth/l lth), Harbridge/Ibsley (3, Apr.
l6th; I d, May 7th) and Avon Village (5, Apr. 16th). Finally a drake flew E at
Hill Head on May 14th and another was at Titchfield Haven on June 5th.

The only autumn sightings were of single drakes at Sowley Pond on July
l6th, Farlington Marshes on July 24thand Alresford Pond from Aue.22ndl29th.

B Shoveler Anas clypeata
Numbers were generally unexceptional at both ends of the year, only reaching
100 in the two main resorts at Langstone Harbour and in the Avon Valiey
above Ringwood.
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

J F M A M J.J A S O N D
Langstone I{arbour 174 55 30 16 2 8 10 20 61 60 60+ 104
PaulsgroveReclamation 30 26 3 0 0 I 3 0 3 10 53+E 50
Titch-fietd Haven 45 35 28 9 I 3 14 7 15 14 35 43
DibdenBay B0 32 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
NeedsOarPoint 18 7 40 5 0 0 0 0 11 9 17 14
Lymington/Hurst 38 25 38 15 0 0 0 i 2 I 40 40
Sopley/AvonViliage 41 2 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 20
Ringwood/Bickton 208 146+ 59 9 0 0 0 25 2A 33 91 194
Alresford/Nortl.rington 17 22 20 3 2 0 0 11 9 3 9 15

Other localities with regular records or counts of l0+ were Sinah G. P.
(max. 7, Oct.22nd and 27th), Baffins Pond (max. l7,Jan. 17th), Fawley
Reservoir (43, Jan. lTth; next best 11, Oct. 17th), Sowley Pond (max. 15,
Dec. l2th), Broadlands Estate (max. 8, Jan. 1Oth, Mar. l4th and Nov. 14th),
Allington G. P. (rnax.7, Feb.8th), Dogmersfield Lake (max. Dec.6th),
Eversley/ Yateley G. P.s (max.8, Jan.31st), Fleet Pond (max.5, Aug.3rd,
Dec. 6th and 1Oth) ancl Stratfield Saye (nlax. 10, Sept. 26th).
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A Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina
,t floct< of 8 (6dd), the largest ever seen in the county, was on the sea at Flill
H.ud ;" Jan. 

'1 3th'(SCk, RKL) and a drake was at Potbridge Fishery on Feb'
+tr, tuls" et at). A coniiderable number was recorded in the country at this
time'(including 8 at Minsmere on Jan. l5th) and they could have been con-
tinental immigrants.

Other reco-rds were of a duck at Fort Brockhurst (Gosport) from Jan"3rd/
Apr.4th and oct. 3rd/Dec. 19th, a drake in the Titchfield IIaven area fronr
ilitr. ZOtiriUar. lgth ('SSn er al)'and a duck at Heath Pond (Petersfield) on
Aug. 15th (ACS).

Sinah G. P.
IBM Lake/Pauls-

grove Reclamation
Titchfield Haven
b'awley Reservoir
Sowley Pond
Sopley/Avon Village
Ringwood/Bickton
Broadlands Lake
Timsbury
Mottisfont
Leckford
Altngton G. P.
Alresford Pond
Northington
Dogmersfield Lake
Fleet Pond
Eversley/Yateley G.P.s
Stratfield Saye
Wellington C. P.

B Pochard
Monthlv maxima at selected localities:

Aythya ferina

ND
120 160

100 146*
23

63 137
20 58
28 34

t'13 282
58 87
41 10
615

20
44 t47*
t64

38 34
33 35
51 58
47 57
6t9

The cold Jan. weather did not cause any major influx but did result in
birds moving to the sea and rivers for a few days, e.g. a maximum-o-f 230 in
Langstone Harbour Entrance on Jan. l3th (Sinah G. P. birds), 457 in the
Avon Valley (mostly at Avon Village and Harbridge) on Jan' 23rd and 105
(a much higher count than usual) on the River Loddon at Stratfield Saye on
Jan. I 9th.

Other counts of 20+ came from Salterns (Pennington) (21 at dusk, Oct.
29th), Shepherd Springs/Charlton G. P. (rnax. 25, Dec. 12th) and Winnall
(max. 26 , Jan. I 0th).' 

Broods were reported as follows: Alresford Pond, 4; Fleet Pond, 6;Long-
stock, I ; Timsbury, 2; Upper Clatford G. P., 1.

JFMAMJJASO
205*143106 4 | 2 1 9 25 63

104 5s 14 10 4 t 1 0 t7 26
36 11 9 4 3 1 0 0 0 4

100 '10 2 r 1 3 s t22t
25911-1226

t4o 10 3 - 1 * -143t73202L2t-1910625
90 40 24 6 1 0 0 0 3 11
105733019922s44
3s t9 6 -4s 2923 - 3 6
6't 40 7 t 0 0 4 3 2t8
9082162910-1910-8
46 1832 1

59 104100 8 0 2 4 I 4 42
2s353520827462448
507t2900233113310s 20 6 0 0 0 0 0 t23
62 5411 0 4 0 I 0 0 4

B Tufted Duckf
Monthly maxirnd dt selected localities:

J FM
Sinah G. P. 144* l3'l 65
Langstone Harbour 180* 33 7

Bafiins Pond 36 23 35
IBM Lake/Pauls- . l00x 4j ZOgrove Reclamatlon
Titchfield Haven 29 l0 5

Fawley Reservoir "10 55 21
Sowley Pond 26 16 10
Ringwood/Bickton 251 373* 84
Broadlands Lake 126 64 82
Timsbury 118 134* 60
Mottisfont 115x 16 11

Aythya fuliguk

AMJJASOND
39 16 t2 40 36 35 52 70 9026 219 9':'9 2 +fi
15 8 I 1 0 0 4 2750
2 2 I 1 0 1 1 414

19 6 -- 43 4'l 48 42 72 127
10 27 24 46

- 135 - 213 150 126 44+ 224 265
49 29 26 24 l0 30 68 79 rt4
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Rooksbury Mill 26 21 26 - 13 3 29 42
Charlton G. P./ . 51 3i 3t - 22 30 38 36

Shepherd Springs
A[ingfonG.P-. - 74 53 44 24 26 0 0 I 2'l 32 31 42
Winn"all 48 5055 - 6 - 8 2 759
AlresfordPond 46 14 35 28 * 2 2 7 LZ 24 11 43
Northington 16 18 35 - 25 8 -
Dogmerifield Lake 85 90* 82 40 18 0 3 11 t2 26 2'7 51
Fle6t Pond 5 25 25 20 13 5 8 0 'l l0 'l 2l
Eversley/YateleyG.P.s 250 224 243 193 119 95 60 - 132 107 160 194
Springliead (Gr6ywell) 46* 0 25 9 8 6 - 12 14 11

SiratfieldSaye 
' 

90+* 60 46 49 - 31 - 10 43 74 67 74
wellington i. P. 27 15 14 L7 24 4 I 0 9 3 18 32*

As with Pochard the cold weather forced birds into ice-free areas. In addi-
tion to the rivers and Langstone Harbour Entrance a substantial flock appeared
in Southampton Water. 18 were off Weston Shore on Jan.2nd, numbers
rising to 102 on Jan. 13th. On 21st 25 were off WesternDocksand on26th
80 were seen from Dibden Bay. 12 remained off Weston on Feb. 4th and the
last were 8 there on Feb. 2lst.

Other sites with counts of 20+ were Avon above Fordingbridge (max. 42*,
Jan. 17th), Avon Village (max. 30, Ian.23rd), Ewhurst (max. 33, Nov. 14th),
Milford Lake (max. 23, Feb. 14th), Overton (32*, Feb. lTth), Potbridge
Fishery (max. 20, Apr. l4th), St. Mary Bourne (31*, Oct. 17th), Upper
Clatford G. P. (max.63*, Feb. lst) and Warnford Park (max. 26,Jan. l7th
and Feb. 14th).

Broods were reported as follows: Alresford Pond, 2; Ash Vale G. P., 1;
Bickton, 2; Bishopstoke, 1 ; Broadlands Lake/Estate, I 1 ; Candover Stream, 3;
Eversley G. P., 4; Harbridge, 1; Hartley Wood (Oakhanger), 1; Lee G. P., I ;

Mockbeggar Lake,4; Shepherd Springs, 3; Springhead, 3; Stratfield Saye,2;
Timsbury, 3; Upper Clatford G. P.,2; Wellhouse Farm Pond (Bramshill), 2;
Wyck Pond (Alton), I ; Yateley G. P., 18.

A Scaup Aythya marila
A considerable number appeared during the cold spell in Jan. Records came
from East Hayling (19, Jan. l7th), Sinah G. P. (1/49?, Jan. Sthll2th; 19,
Feb. 10th, 17th and Mar.2nd), Langstone Harbour/Farlington Marshes (5/6
(2dd), Jan. l3thl24th then 5 (2dd) until Mar. l3th), Fareham Creek (2,
Jan. 23rd), Gilkicker Point ( 19, Jan. 17th), Hill Head (4, Jan.9th), Hook Lake
(Warsash) ( 1?, Jan. 12th), Eline Great Marsh ( 1d, Jan. 3 l st), Calshot/Fawley
(117, lan.9thl1 1th) and Lymington (2, Jan. lTth).

The only other early year records were of an injured female on the River
Test at Broadlands from Feb. 3rd/Mar.5th, a female at Paulsgrove Reclama-
tion on Feb. 27th and Mar. 27th (probably from Sinah G. P.), an immature
male at Stratfield Saye on Mar. l6th and a male at Pennington on Apr. 12th.
An injured female seen well at Lower Test Marshes on May 1Oth was thought
to be a Scaup/Tufted Duck hybrid (NHP). Probably this was the Broadlands
bird.

Late year records were of single females at Hythe Pier, Oct.30th;Fawley
Reservoir, Nov. 14th; Langstone Harbour, Dec. I lth;Netley G. P., Dec. 18th
and 22nd. The last was presumably that seen with a male at nearby Weston
Shore on 22nd.

B Eider Somateria molltssima
Recorded until Apr. 1Oth (1, Langstone Harbour), on Sept. I 8th (2, Pennington)
and from Nov. 30th (6, Pennington). Minimum monthly totals are shown
below.
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Counts exceeding 5 were as follows: 8, Dibden Bay, Jan. 1Oth and 6 there,
Jan" 14thl1Sth; 13, Langstone l{arbour, Jan. lTth;9, Warsash, Ian.22nd;6,
Hill Flead, Feb. ist;up to 6, Keyhaven area, Nov.30th/Dec.30th;a flock of
97 (6dd) in flight over Hurst, Dec.4th the largest in the county since 1975;
15, Sandy Point/IIayling Bay, Dec.29th;11, Langstone Ilarbour, Dec. 31st
(Sand) l'oint birds?).

A Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
In the Langstone Harbour/Hayling Bay area, I female/immature was present
from Jan. lst/1lth, 2 from Jan. 17th/Mar. 21st and 3 on Mar. 30th/3lst, I
remaining until Apr. 1Oth. Then an adult male flew E at Hurst, Lepe and Hill
Head on May l lth and a pair E at Hill Head the next day.

ln the late year a female/immature was at Hill Head, Oct. 22nd (left E);
Langstone Harbour/Milton Reclamation, Oct. 23rd/Nov. lTth; Sinah G. P.,
regularly at dawn, Nov. 17th/Dec. 31st; Paulsgrove Reclamation, Dec.4thl
31st; probably only I bird was involved in these records. In common with
other parts of Southern England, a small influx occurred in late Nov./Dec,
records coming from Mockbeggar Lake (19, Nov. 26thlDec.31st), Charlton
G. P. (Andover) (19, Dec.4thl3lst), Titchfield Haven (ld, Dec. llth/31st;
19, Dec. 21stl3lst) and Calshot (19, Dec. 23rdl3lst).

B Common Scoter Melanitta nigra
In Jan. recorded only at Hayling Bay/Eastney Point (up to 7,1Othl28th),
Gilkicker Point (1, 6th) and Pennington (up to 6,24thl30th). Then none
until Mar. 28th when 3 were off Eastney. Spring passage at Hurst was un-
exceptional with records on seven Apr. dates (max. 105, including 35 E, on
4th, no other count exceeding 15), a flock of 100+ and 23 E on May I lth,
30 + 8 E on 12th and 30+ on 13th. At Hill Head the only sightingswereof
l5 on Apr. 3rd and 2 on May l2th, again showing that few pass through the
Solent.

There was virtually none in autumn, the only records being of I W, Calshot,
Aug. 2nd; 5 W, Hill Head, Aug. 29th;1, Langstone Harbour, Oct. lOth; 10 W,
Hurst, Oct. l6th;2 E, Hayling Bay, Oct. 26th. More appeared in Nov./Dec.,
records coming from Hill Head (15, Nov.5th; 20 E,Nov.7th;25, Dec.2nd),
Warsash (6, Dec. 13th), Weston Shore (8, Nov. 7th:,1, Dec. 4th and 12th),
Calshot ( 1, Nov. l0th/ l Tth) and Hurst ( 14, Nov. 7th).

A Velvet Scoter Melnnitta fusca
19, Warsash, Jan. 22nd. 266 E, Calshot, Feb. l5th. Up to 5 (3dd), Hill Head,
Mar.24thl Apr. l4th then 7 (5dd) there, Apr. l5th. 2 E, Hurst, May 3rd.2
(ld), Netley/Weston Shore, Nov. l7th and z0th.2, Hill Head, Nov. l9th
(Weston birds?).2 W, Hayling Bay, Dec. 14th.

B Goldeneye Bucephala clanguln
Present until Apr. 25th (1, Langstone Harbour) and from Oct. l9th(3, IBM
Lake). In the eastern harbours numbers were average at both ends of the year
but the eaily cold spell did result in influxes to Southampton Water (with
birds regular at Eling/Lower Test (max. 6) and Weston Shore/Dibden Bay
(max. 47) and the Avon Valley between Ringwood and Bickton. In the latter
areas many birds fed on the river by riay and flew into roost on the gravel pits
at dusk, e.g. 46* at Mockbeggar and Ellingham Lakes on Feb. 6th.
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Monthly maxima at selected localities:
JII

Chichester Harbour 75 35
l,angstone Flarbour 84 35
Portsmouth Harbour 39 6+
Southampton Water 47 25
Lymington/Hurst 8 8
Ringwood/Bickton 30 46*

Other coastal records came from'I'itchfield HaveniHill Head (up to 4,Jan.;
l/2, Dec.), Warsash (up to 4, Jan.) and Needs Oar Point (112,Feb., Mar. and
Dec.).

At inland localities away from the Ringwood area, monthly totals were
Jan., l6; Feb., 3: Mar., 1 ; Oct., 1 ;Nov., 4:. Dec., 1 Ali records were of single
birds on one date only apart from 2, Fleet Pond, Jan. 3rd; I , Winchester Water
Meadows, Jan. sth/gth; 2, Northington, Jan. 16th; 1, Alresford, Jan. 16th/
lTth;1i3, Sopley/Avon Village, Jan. iTthlFeb. 14th; 1/2, Eversley G. P., Jan.
24thl31st;1, Southampton Common, Oct. 24th/Nov. 18th.

A Smew Mergus alhellus
In the early year records came from three areas. In the Portsmouth area I was
seen regularly at IBM Lake between Jan. lst/Mar. 1Oth(with 2 on Feb.3rd),
presumably moving to Langstone Harbour during the freeze as I was there on
Jan. 13th. In the Avon Valley there were 2 at Harbridge, 1 at Avon Tyrrell
and I at Ivy Lake on Jan. 23rd and then up to 4 at various G. P.s in the
Ringwood area until Feb. 23rd. In the N. E. 1 was at Fleet Pond on Jat.23rdl
24thand nearby Dogmersfield Lake from Jan.26th/Mar. 1st.

In the late year birds returned to IBM Lake for the third winter running. 2
were present from Nov. 8th (the earliest ever date for the county JRH) to
Dec. 31st with 3 on Nov. 29th.

A11 records were of redheads.

B Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrdtor
Apart from singles at Keyhaven on July 4th and Weston Shore on Sept. l4th,
present until May llth(2 E through Solent) and from Oct. 6th (1, Langstone
Harbour and 4, Keyhaven).
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

JT,MAMJJAsU
2'.7 29 38 - 2
80804543 0 0 0 0 038
8+2+ 0 0 0 0 0 -12682000001

30162tt2 0 0 0 0 I 8
620101001004

In recent years counts at Langstone Harbour have shown detinite passage
peaks in Nov. and Apr. Following the record count of 231 in Nov. 1981,
numbers fell to 26 on Mar. 22nd blut rose from 28 to 43 between Apr. 8th/
11th. Late year numbers peaked at 194 on Nov. llth but had fallen to 60
by Dec. 31st.

Records came from seven other coastal sites with peaks of 8 at Sowley
Shore on Mar. l9th and 5 at Needs OaronJan. lTthandWarsashonMar.25th.

Only a small spring passage was detected, with a total of 13 E at Hill Head
between Apr.4th/11th.

A Goosander lkrgus tnerganser

MAMJJASOND
33-00000014442140000022530+
1000000032451
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1014
3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 t2511 0 0 0 0 0 -- 11 13

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
Hill Head
Southampton Water
Lymington/Hurst

t\ tJ
55 72

194'ls
39 51
144
18 22
31 24

Numbers in the Wellington C. P./Bramshill Common area rose from 9 on Dec.
3lst 198 1 to 30 (9dd) on Jan. 7th. Most moved to theice-free watersof the
River Loddon at Stratfield Saye during the cold spell, e.g. 19 (4dd) on Jan.
l9th. Following the thaw numbers gradually increased to 36* (7dd) on Feb.
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28th, the highest count in lJampshire since 1963. 35 (7dd) were still present
on Mar. 6th but numbers then fell with the last 1 on Mar. 3lst, although 3
were at nearby Eversley G. P. on Apr. 3rd. The first return was a drake on
Nov. 17th with 6 (3dd) present by the year's end.

Other records were as follows: 2dd, Ilucklesbrook G. P. (Ibsley), Jan. lst;
3, Leckford, Jan. 16th; pr., Alresford Pond, Jan. 29th;1, Hatchet Pond, Jan.
30th; 1, Kentford Lake (Romsey), Feb. 12th;3, Hale (R. Avon), Feb. 14th;
pr., Broadlands Lake, Dec. 2ncl; 1, East Worldham, Dec. 5th/8th; 6, Mock-
beggar Lake, Dec. 10th.

All rvere redheads unless otherwise statecl.

A Ruddy Duck Oxyura iamaicensis
A small influx occurred in Jan. Records came 1'rom the Ringwood area G. P.s
(1 14, lan. I st/Feb" 15th), Titchfield Flaven (4, lan. I st/ 13th, increasing to B
(4dd) on 1 5th and 12 (666) from 1 7th /1 9th. Then a gradual reduction to 1 ,

Jan. 31st), Weston Shore (9 (2dd), Jan, 15th), Alresford Pond (1, Jan. l6th),
Paulsgrove Reclamation (pr., Jan. 19th), Broadlands Lake (2, Jan. 21st),
Stratfield Saye (l imm.d, Jan. 24th) and Dogmersfield Lake (1, Jan.28th).

In the late year present at Yateley G. P. from Dec. 14th/31st (max.7
(2dd) on 17thli8th) and Broadlands Lake (1/2, Dec.23rd).

A1l lemales or immatures unless otherwise stated.

C Honey Buzzard
1 over Weston (Southamrrton), J une 24th (F MV, DBF).

A Red Kite

Pernis apivorus

ll,lilvus milvus
1, Titchfield Haven, Apr. 12th left sw (JAN, PNR).

A Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
At Titchfield Haven the female/immature present at the end of 1981 remained
until Jan. lOth. 1, Calshot, Feb. 4th was possibly the same individual.

A good spring passage, all records being from the coast except for one.
ld N, Farlington Marshes, Apr.4th. 19/imm., Fleet Pond, May 3rd. 19 NE,
Farlington Marshes, May 9th. 19 W, Hurst Beach, May l1th. 19 N, Eastney
Beach, May 13th. l9 WNW, F'arlington Marshes, May l5th. 19, Titchfield
Haven, May 22nd/J3rd.
Autumn: 19, Farlington Marhes, Sept. 9thl11th and ld W there, Sept. 13th;
ld, Bishop's Dyke, Sept. 18th.

B Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus
Almost twice as many records were received for I 9 8 2 as for the previous year.
After the large influx during the cold weather in Dec. 1981, many sightings
were grouped in the initial wintering period. These included birds over-
wintering on the coast where there were few comparable records in 1981.
Favoured localities were Farlington Marshes/Langstone Harbour (19/imm.,
Jan. TthlApr. 14th),Titchfield Haven (19limm., Jan.6th/Feb. 13th), Calshot/
Fawley (2 (1d), Jan. 1st/Feb. 12th) and Keyhaven/Pennington (2 (1d), Jan.
3rd/Feb. 16th). Of particular note at this time were 5 (1d) at Needs Oar Point
on Jan. 17th. It is not clear if these birds roosted in the vicinity, no such
number being subsequently reported. l9/imm., Fawley, Apr.29th and May
5th was the last spring record from the coast.

Inland, principal territories were again in the New Forest with Bishop's
Dyke and heaths north of the A31 producing the bulk of the records. This
possibly, however, reflects observer bias. At Bishop's Dyke up to 299/imms.
and ld were regularly seen Jan/May, where the 1ast, 19/imm. on 22nd (RJS,
MJWH), was the latest county date since 1950. In the north the maxima were
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5 (3dd) at Milkham/Slufters on Jan. 30th and 4 (266) at Ashley Walk on
Feb. 6th.

On the River Avon (Hale/Ringwood),2 (1d) were present Jan./Apr. 3rd.
Other records in the NW included l9/imm. in Jan. and ld on Mar. 30th at
Martin Down.

At other inland localities records indicate the presence of a possible l0/
l2 birds. These, recorded between Jan./Mar. 28th, included 2 frequenting the
Test Valley between Timsbury and Leckford,lan.2ndlFeb. l4th, and 19 I
imm. in the Dogmersfield area, Jan. 11th/Mar. 2nd. Males in this period were
I flying low through Southampton City Parks, Jan. llth; l, Marsh Court,
Feb. 6th; 1, Bricksbury Hill, Feb. l4th;1, Baddesley Common, Mar.9th; 1,
Westem Court (Alresford), Mar. l6th; l, Woolmer, Mar. 28th.
Autumnfwinter: 16, Ashley Walk, Sept. lOth (MR) is the earliest county
record. ld, Milkham/Slufters, Sept.29th, was possibly the same one. Oct.
records were l9/imm., Milkham, 1Oth; 1?/imm., Woolmer, 14th;16, Broomy
Plain, 15th; 3?9/imms. SW, Cranesmoor, 17th; 1d, Rhinefield, 18th; 1d,
Ashley Walk,23rd; ld WNW, Fleet Pond, 27th;2 (ld), Broomy Plain,2gth;
19. Calshot. 30th. In Nov./Dec. regularlv recorded only at Broomy Plain/
Milk.ham and Ashley Walk, where 3 (266) at Broomy, Nov. l4thllTthand 3
(266) at Ashley Walk, Dec. 21st were peaks. On the coast 1 imm. d was at
Farlington Marshes on six dates Dec. 3rd/3lst.

Minimum monthly totals are shown below.
JFMAMJJA

Females/lmmatures16 15892000
Males l0 6 7 2 1 0 0 0

A Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus
2 (ld) were seen frequently throughout the summer in one locality, the male
arriving on Apr. 20th. Elsewhere a female/immature was seen for a short
while at Crondall on May 15th (MASc, DJM) and a juvenile was at Keyhaven
on July 31st (PCo, MCC).

B Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
The two territories in I 98 I were again occupied this year. In the first a female
was recorded in early Apr. In the second records were for Apr./May. All
involved a single bird, considered by two observers to be a male.

B Sparrowhawkf Accipiter nisus
The response to the request for all records to be submitted has been very
good. Although the majority of reports refer only to single birds, these data,
when mapped, should prove valuable.

Little breeding data was received. Of interest, however, was an estimate of
approximately 35 pairs (but located on a casual basis only) in some 300 sq.
km. of N. E. Hampshire. This suggests a minimum breeding density of I pair
per 850 hectares.

B Buzzard Buteo buteo
The only early year coastal record was of l, Titchfield Haven, Mar. 5th,
which arrived from W and flew N along R. Meon. At Hatchet Moor on Mar.
24th,3 were soaring in smoke from a large 'forest' fire (cfi Kestrel).
Breeding: In the New Forest study area,2l territories were occupied. l0
pairs were known to breed of which 8 raised l1 young. l0 pairs probably
did not attempt breeding. Elsewhere, individuals/pairs were reported from
at least thirteen localities. At only one of these was breeding confirmed but
it was strongly suspected at another.
Autumn: l, Titchfield Haven, Sept. I lth and 4 W along Portsdown HilI, Sept.
30th were obviously migrants but their place of origin is unknown. In the N.
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E.,2, Longmoor Inclosure, Aug. 20th and I S, Fleet Pond, Oct. 3rd, were
described as typical autumn passage records. 1, Twyford, Oct. 13th was also
probably a migrant.
198l : ln the New Forest study area, 19 territories were occupied. l4 pairs were known
to breed of which l0 raised l6 young. 4 pairs probably did not attempt breeding.

A Osprey Pandion haliaetus
1, fishing off Pennington sea wall, Apr. 2-5th. 1, Broomy Plain, May l3th.
[, Broadlands Lake, May 18th.

l, Titchfield Haven, Aug. 16th. 1 adult, Pennington, Sept.5th.2, Sopley,
Sept. 12th. 1, Keyhaven, Oct.25thl27th. 1 adult, Fleet Pond, Nov. 7th.

C Kestrelt Falco tinnunculus
5 were attracted to a 'forest' fire at Hatchet Moor (New Forest) on Mar. 24th
(cf. Brz.zard).

A Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus
1 adult rnale, Bishop's Dyke, Apr. 28th (CB, EKB). I first sunrmer male,
Bishop's Dyke, May 3Oth (PGA). Both records accepted by British Birds.

B Merlin Falco columbarius
None apparently over-wintered in the l-angstone Harbour area, there being no
records between Nov" 26th 1 98 1 and Feb. 2 1 st I 982. However, singles occurred
at Farlington Marshes on Mar. 5th and 15th and Apr. 3rd. ln contrast, on the
N. W. Solent Shore at least 2 (1d) were present thror.rghout the early months
until Apr. 4th. Other coastal records were 1d, Fawley, Jan. 1st;19, Warsash,
Jan. 1 2th; 1 . Needs Oar Point, Jan. 1 7th and Feb. I 4th; 1 d, Dibden Bay, Mar.
22nd and l9 there, Apr. 17th.

In the New Forest Jan. records were I near Burley, lst;19 Bratley Plain,
lTth; 19, Ashiey Walk, 30th. ln Feb. there was 1, Broomy Plain,6th and
singles at Ashley Walk on 6th, 10th, l3thand 21st(1dand l?reported). 1d,
Burley, Apr. 9th, was the 1ast.
Autumnfwinter:'lhe first return was 1, Oxey Marsh, Aug. 31st. Localities
with rnore than live records Oct./Dec. were Farlington Marshes/Langstone
l{arbour (1.Oct.24thlDec.2nd),Titchfielcl Haven/Brownwich (1d, Oct. 23rdi
I)ec. 31st) and Keyhaven/Pennington ( I, Oct. lsti tr)ec. 26th;2, Nov. 22nd).
ln the New Forest all records were of single birds with femalesiirnmatures at
Ashley Wa1k, Nov. 2nd and 23rd and at Cranes Moor, Dec.'28th. In addition
maies were recorded at Broomy Plain, Oct. 24th and 29th; Ashley Wa1k, Nov.
25th and Dec. 23rd;Ockneil Plain, Dec. 30th. Other recorcls were 1d, Old
Winchester Hill, Oi:t. 24th; l, Horsebridge, Oct. 24th; 1, Portsmouth l{arbour,
Nov. 18th; 19, Hill Side/Upton Grey. Dec. 2nd/2Sth; 19/imm., T'wyford,
Dec. 1 5th.

Aplrroxirnate rnonthly totals are shown trelow.
JIiI\,IAX,{JJASOND

Iremales/Inirnatures
+thosenotsexsd 5 7 3 4 o o o I 4 5 6 7

Males312100001325
B Hobby Falco subbuteo
The first spring arrivals were singles at Ashley Walk, Apr. 23rd, Keyhaven
Marsh, Apr. 24tli;Southampton Airport, Apr. 25th;and Badclesley Comrnon,
Apr. 28th.
Breeding:32 pairs bred in the county and recordssuggesting possible breeding
were frorn a further sixteen or seventeen areas/sites.

Late records were 1, Southantpton, Oct. 1st and I at a breeding locality,
Oct.3rd.
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A Peregrine Falco peregrinus
l, Nether Wallop, Jan. 1st. 1, Ashley Walk, Jan. 3rd. 1, Farlington Marshes/
Langstone llarbour. Jan. 3rd. 1, Needs Oar Point, Jan. l7th. 1, Keyhaven/
Pennington, Jan.24th and 30th. 1 imm., Pennington, Feb.6th and 20th. 1,
Black Point (Hayiing), Feb. l3th. I ad., Titchfield Haven, Feb. 22nd. 1 imm.
?, Titchfietd Haven, Mar. 21st. 1, Bishop's Dyke, Mar. 24th.

1 irnm. 9, Farlington Marshes/Langstone Harbour, Aug. 20th/22nd, Sept.
4tl'r, Oct. 3rd and 1sth. 1, Bishop's Dyke, Oct. 27th. l, Lymington/Keyhaven,
Nov. 9thi2trst. 1, Titchfield I{aven, Nov. 15th. 1, Pennington/Keyhaven, Dec.
4th. I , Dibden Bay, Dec. I 8th.

Coveys of 20 or more were 40, Crondall, Aug. 12th; 31, Twyford G. C., Nov.
9th; 40+, Mapledurwell, Dec. l2Lh;25, Fawley Down, Dec. 28th; 22,Bram-
dean, Dec. 2Sth.

A Quail Coturnix coturnix
Calling males were recorded as follows: Site A, 1, Apr. 13th/15th; Site B, 2+,
mid-June/Ju1y; Site C, 1, Aug. llth; Site D, 2, June 4thl Aug. 1Oth and I
flushed, Sept. 1st;Site E,2,1ate June/early July.
1981:1 flushed liom a cereal field near Keyhaven,.Iuly 25th.

D RedJegged Partridget

C Grey Partridget

D Pheasantf

B 'I{ater Rail

B Coot
Monthly maxima at selected lo calities :

Alectoris rufa

Perdix perdix

Phasianus colchicus

Rallus aquaticus

F-ulica atra

JASONI)
37 94 114 t23 105 69

28 38 36 48 87 2s0

31 s6 87 124
375 830 1010 1450*1200

30 150 250
s7 99 113 164 t66

80 13s t4s 18s
156 154 236 4s

382 458 526 606*
I 30 100

No count anywhere in the county exceeded 6 in the perlod Jan./Mar. The iast
bird of the winter at Farlington Marsh was on Mar. 31st.
Breeding: Alresford l'ond, 1 pr.; near Brook F-arm (Timsbury), 1 pr.;E,rner
Bog, 1 pr.; Fleet Pond, 3i 5 prs.; Titchfield Haven, 2+ prs. 1f2 were recorded
at an adclitional four localities encl May/early July.

Irirst return to the coast was 1, Farlington Marshes, Aug.5th.50/60 were
estimated in the Warsash area on Dec. 30th, but actual counts in the period
Sept./Dec. did not exceed 6.

A Spotted Crake
1, Farlington Marshes, Alg.22nd (P.JE et al).

Porzana porzatru

C Moorhent Gallinula chloropus
Counts of more than 50 were 52, Titohfield Haven, Jan. and 61 there, Feb.;
90, Bishopstoke, Jan./Feb.; 51 , Yateley/Eversley G. P.s, Jan. 16th; ca. 100,
Flvetham, Feb.8th.

Sinah G. I'.
IBM Lake/I'auls-

Grove Reclamation
Titchfield tlaven
Ringwood/Bickto n
Lower Test Marshes
Broadlands Lake
Allington G. P.
Airesford Pond
Yateley/Eversley G.P.s
Stratlleld Saye

J F M AM J
5t 24 36

589* 215 lO3 100 77 22

,sl
l3 ll 11

44
150

32

1 85 112 36
800 540 120
600 340 200
110 97 2l
140
82 53 50

465 585 244
24A* 10
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The massive late year flock in the RingwoodlBickton area was largely con-
centrated at Spinnaker Lake, where there was a profuse growth of Canadian
pond weed.

Other counts of 100+ were 180, Farlington Marshes, Jan. Tth; 120,
Longstock/Leckford, Jan. 16th; 180, Sowley Pond, Jan. 16th; 120, Avon
Village, Jan. l6th; 169, Baffins Pond, Jan. lTth;110, Timsbury, Jan. lTth;
115, Wellington Cl.P., Feb. 2Oth; 135 Dogmersfield Lake, Sept. l3th.

Waders
tror the commoner species (malked*), the nionthly counts tabulated are for the Birds of
Estuaries Enquiry. Copies of the count cards are deposited with the HOS records in
Southampton University Library, but the records may not necessarily have been sub-
mitted to the Recorder and been deposited with the rest of the records for the Syste-
matic List.

Coverage, with the dates of the counts, is sltown in the toilorving table:-
Coverage: count in month indicated by +

Cl'richester Ilarbour
Langstone Harbour
Portsrnouth Harbour
Southampton Water

Titchlleid Haven
Warsash/Hamble
Woolston/Weston
Totton/Eling Great Marsh
Dibdcn Bay
FawleylCalshot

West Solent
Needs Oar/Beaulieu
Pitts Deep
Keyiraven/Pcnningto n

JFMA
Chichester Harbour 1544 850 650
LangstoneHarbour 1013 899 655 450
PortsmouthHarbour 245 340 185 0
Southampton Water 272 342 229 144
West Solent 107 146 179 55

1028282596
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
+++
++++++
++++++

+++
+++++
+++
++++++
++++
+++++

+++
+++++

++++++

25 22 19 1'7 t4 5
Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
++++++
++++++
++++++
+++++
++++++

+++
++++++
++++++
++++++

++++
+++++

++++++
Sunday dates are shown, although in practice many counts are carried out on the

Saturday of the same weekend. The major exceptions to this in 1982 werc that Cltichester,
Langstone and Portsmouth Harbours were counted on Jan. 23rd, and Chichester Har-
bour was counted on Feb. l3th and Mar. l3th. Notc that there was 100% coverage
achieved in the rvintcr months Jan. to Mar..rnd Oct. to Dec., with the erception of
Pitts Deep in Jan. (rvhcn there would have been cz. 500 birds of all species combined).

C Oystercatcher* fla e mo to pus o strale g us
Inland: 1 N, Park Corner Farm, Jan. l9th. 1 N, Romsey, Feb. 12th. I NE,
Martyr Worthy, Mar. l6th. 1 W, Fleet Pond, Aug. 8th.
Spring passage: 56 NW, Langstone Harbour, Mar. 5th. I I NW, Hurst, May
16th.
Breeding: Keyhaven/Pitts Deep, l2 prs. (incomplete survey); Needs Oar, ca.
30 prs.; Eling Great Marsh, I pr.; Langstone Harbour, l5 prs. Also 2prs.
inland at Badminston Common.
Monthly counts at coastal localities:

MJJASOND
4t7 858 t2t6 600 t872 t323

170 184 545 930 740 1700 1330 1100
0 tl 1s2 237 r2t 382 376 L2

135 15 542 647 604 573 573 44625 I 46 58 ts1 159 155 190

A Avocet Recurvirostra avosettd
1, Needs Oar Point, Jan. lst. l, Lepe, Jan. 15th. 1, Pennington, Jan. 18th.
12, Dibden Bay, Apr. 2nd. 4 E, Hill l{ead, May 14th.2 SE, Hurst, May 15th.
20, Dibden Bay, Dec. 4th and I there, Dec. 5th.
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B Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus
l, Paulsgrove Reclamation, Mar. 27th, flew off NNW over Fortsdown Hill.
2 pairs breeding at one locality and ca. 3 pairs at another. Autumn flock at
Nether Wallop with 6 on Sept. 7th and l0 on 25th.

B Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
First return to breeding areas, Mar. 25th,and coastal passage from Mar. 31st.
Breeding: At least 24 pairs attempted to breed. At least 5 pairs were at one
site in the Avon Valley, but only 1 pair known to have raised I young. 2 paks
in the Test Valley produced 6 young. I 6 pairs at six sites in the N. E. produced
at least 7 young. 1 pair bred at a coastal site and produced 1 young.

Last seen inland in the N.E., Sept. I lth, and last one on the coast at
Paulsgrove Reclamation, Sept. I Oth.

C Ringed Plover*$ Charadrius hiaticula
Inland: At Mockbeggar Lake, I on Feb. 6th, I on Apr. 16th, 13 on May lst
and I on May 28th (breeding suggested but not proved). Also in the Avon
Valley, 2 at lbsley on Apr. l6th and I at Ellingham Lake on July 10th.2,
Timsbury, Apr. 3rd. I W, Wellington C. P., Apr. 26th. l, Winchester S. F.,
May 3rd/7th. 1, Bramshill Common, May 20th and July l2thll3th. 1,
Woolmer, Aug. l5th.

Only passage record was of l3 E, Hurst, May 6thl l2th.
Breeding: A total of at least 82 pairs. Hurst/Pennington,25 prs.; Lymington/
Pitts Deep, 8 prs.;Needs Oar, I 5+ prs.; Dibden Bay, 2 prs.; Langstone Harbour,
28+ prs. on the islands; inland in the New Forest, I pr. at Ashley Walk and
3 prs. at Badminston Common.
Monthly counts at codstal localities:

JFMAMJ
Chichester Harbour 207 197 61
Langstone Harbour 547 48 12 35 25 20
Portsmouth Harbour 9 15 10 3 1 2
Southampton Water 218 70 38 88 104
West Solent l0 79 74 2 6 4

A Dotterel

JASOND
99 4'13 4t3 63 219 364
60 225 300 243 264 300
14214 65 8 - 48
79 850 419 231 404 2'71

124 47 338 298 234

Charadrius morinellus
1 with the Stone Curlew flock, Nether Wallop, Sept. 25th (RAL, TJN).

C Golden Plover* Pluuialis apricaria
Early year flocks in excess of 100 were at Titchfield Haven area (max. 250,
Jan.), Warsash (max. l2OO, Jan. 10th), Keyhaven (max. 109, Jan. lTth), Hill
Side area (max. 250, Feb. llth), Winchester S. F. (max. 300+, Feb. lst),
Bishopstoke (max. 120, Jan. 6th), Andover (340, Feb. l4th), Ringwood
(338, Jan. 4th) and Ibsley Airfield (max. 200, Feb 6th).

Last spring birds were 230,Hitl Side, Mar. 5th;21, Bishopstoke, Mar. 28th;
200, Grateley, Apr. 8th;71 , Hill Side, Apr. 1Oth; 40 N, Winchester and 1265+,
Danebury, Apr. I 1th; 90, Ovington, Apr. 18th;32, Hill Side, Apr.2oth;200,
Grateley, and I E, Hill Head, Apr.27th;9 E, Stokes Bay, Apr. 29th;6,
Grateley, Apr. 30th; 1, Mockbeggar Lake, May lst;and l, Hurst, May I lth.
Gap in records between F-eb. (wintering flocks) and Apr. imply that Apr.
records refer to a different population.

First autumn birds were l, Pennington, Sept. 19th; 2, Martyr Worthy,
Sept. 2Oth; 45, Fareham, Sept. 27th.

Late year flocks in excess of 100 were at Titchfield Haven area (max.
ca. 400, Dec. 30th), Hamble (max. 600, Dec. 30th), Hill Side (max. 275,
Dec. 3lst), Alresford (125, Dec. 18th), Twyford (max. 300+, Nov. 19th),
Danesbury (500, Dec. 17th), Ibsley Airfield (max.350, Dec.2Bth) and Crow
(Ringwood) (390, Dec. 7th).
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Monthly counts at coastal localities:
JFMAM

Chichester Harbour 763 605 130
LangstoneHarbour 6 0 0 0 0
PortsmouthHarbour 0 0 0 0 0
Southampton Water 1750 150 0 0 0
West Solent 179 242 70 0 0

C Grey Plover*
Spring passage: 44 E, Hill Head, Apr. 2OthiMay
i 8thlMay i 3th with max. 91 E, May 1 1th.
Inland: 1 S, Wellington C.P., Sept. 27th.
Monthly counts at coastal localities:

JFMAMJ
Chichester I{arbour 116 1666 1359
LangstoneHarbour 367 406 522 402 174 208
Portsmouth Harbour 250 418 t3 0 0 0
Southampton Water 495 860 57 I 2
West Solent 276 483 270 56 1 1

C Lapwing$t

Pluvialis squatarola
19th. 132 E, Hurst area, Apr.

SOND
1443 847 2648 191t
594 439 t320 658

0 91 220 352
108 342 462 f67
324 504 291 294

Vanellus vanellus

J J A S O ND
- '1 56 10 23 390 321
0000530
0000000

0 0 16 0300604
0001424387

JA
l3 843
66 374
04
1 188

ts 98

Cold weather movement in early Jan. coinciding with exceptional fa1l of snow
in central and S. W. England: on Jan. 8th,230 ESE, at Titchfieid Haven,85 S
at Fareham, 30 W and 50 S at Bishopstoke; on Jan. 9th, I 510 SE at Titchfield
Haven 180 S at Bishopstoke; on Jan 10th, 310 ESE at Titchfield Haven and
1 in a Southampton Garden.

(lounts ln excess ot 1000 were 1180, Dibden Bay, Jan. 9th; 1000+, lbsley,
Feb. 6th;2000, Sopley, Feb. 14th; 1000, Odiharn, Sept.9t1i; 1000, Hill Side,
Oct. 9th and 2200 there, Nov. lst; 1064, Dibden Bay and 1 300, I{urstbourne
Priors, Dec. 4th;1296, Hurst, Dec. 12th; ca. 1000, Farlington Marshes, Dec.
26th;2200, Bentley, Dec. 2Bth.

Apart frorn breeding birds and cold weather movements, lnonthiy totals
to nearest i00 were as fbllows:

ASOND
2800 5300 7400 8300 17300

C Knot* Calidris canutus
Spring pdssage:65 E, Hill Head, May 11th/13th. 6 E, Lepe, May 1lth.60 E,
Hurst, Apr. l7thlMay 14th with max. 28 E, May 12th.
Monthly counts at coastdl localities:

JFMAMJ
Chichester Harbour 27 410 6 --
Langstone Harbour 945 324 100 0 0 0
Portsmouth Harbour 520 398 21 0 0 0
SouthamptonWater 0 6 0 0 0 -WestSolent 0 0 0 0 0 7

B Sanderling Calidris alba
Early year flocks at Hayling Bay/Black Point, Jan. 3rd to end Mar./early Apr.
with maximum of 25, Jan. 6th, and at Langstone Harbour Entrance, Jan. 1st/
end Mar. with maximum 52+, Jan.24th. Also l, Keyhaven, Jan. 1st.
Spring passage: 202 E, Hill Head, Apr.22ndlMay Zoth. 12 E, Hurst, Apr.
4thl30th and l9l E, May 1st/31st with maxima of 7 6 E on May llth,47 E
on May 12th and 43 E on May 14th. 13 E, Lepe, May 11th. Elsewhere, single
figures at Hayling Bay, Langstone Harbour and Warsash, except for I 1,
Hayling Bay, Apr. 22nd, then 19 on May 5th and 15 on May 6th, and 40,
Warsash, May 4th, then 30 on May 1Oth and l3 on May 15th.

JFMAMJJ
5700 u600 1500 100 100 900 3000

JASOND
0 7 35 0196146
1 0 102 84 674 ss1
0 0 0 0 03822 714 0 0 0
2 5 19 0 0 0
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Autumn passage: Singles at Keyhaven, July 19th and 22nd; Hayling Bay,
Aug. 13th and Sept. 15th; Warsash, Aug. l4th; Penningion, Aug 30th; and
I{ill Head, Sept. 24th. Also 4, Keyhaven, Oct. 1st and 2,Hill Head, Oct. 28th.

Late year flocks were at llayling Bay/Black Point, Oct. llfhlDec.29th
with nraximun of 42, Dec. 14th, and at I-angstone Harbour Entrance, with 2
on Oct. lTth and 30 + on Dec.21st.

B Little Stint
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

J1TM.A.
FarlingtonMarshes 0 0 0 0
PaulsgroveReclamation 0 0 0 0
TitchlieldHaven 0 0 0 0
ElingGreatMarsh 3 0 2 0
DibdenBay 4 0 0 2
Keyhaven1000

Calidris minuta

MJJASONT)
20012000
00t41000
10344000
00011110s2010500
00010000

Calidris maritima

There were no other records away from these areas.
1981: 1, Fawley, Nov. 7th.

A Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii
2, Dibden Bay, May 1Oth/l4th (PJC, RPB). 1, Eline Great Marsh, Sept. 13th/
14th (RWR).

A l{hite-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis
1, Eling Great Marsh, Oct. 27th(RWR).Accepted by British Birds.The fourth
Hampshire record.

A Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris meltnotos
I adult, Farlington Marshes, lrtly 2lstl23rd (PG). 1 adult, Paulsgrove Recla-
mation, JuLy 25thl27 th (TMM, DRB e, al) may have been the Farlington bird.
I immature, Keyhaven, Sept. 25th/3Oth (DRB er a/).

B Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea
1, Eling Great Marsh, Feb. 20th and Mar. 6th may have been overwintering.
Otherwise there were no spring records.
Autumn passage: Single figures on thirteen dates from Aug. 3rd/Oct. 8th at
Farlington Marshes, with maximum of 3 on Sept. 18th. At PortsmouthHar-
bour,2 on Aug. 9th, 1 on Sept. 5th, 4 on Sept. 10th and 1 on Sept. 18th.
Maximum of 3, Titchfield Haven, from Sept. 3rdl9th,then I on Oct.2nd. l,
Warsash, Aug. l7th. 1, Dibden Bay, Aug. 18th and Sept. 30th, then2,Oct.
9th and l7th. Single figures at Keyhaven/Pennington on nine dates from Aug.
lst/Oct. 17th, with maximum of 3 on Sept. 19th. Finally, 1, Eling Great
Marsh, Oct. 30th.

B Purple Sandpiper
Recorded at Southsea up to Mar.26th, with maximum of 32 on Mar. 14th,
and from Oct. llth, with maximum of 26 on Nov. 26th. Also, I with the
Dunlin roost, Portsmouth Harbour, Mar. 27th and I , Hurst, Oct. l7th.

C Dunlin*$ Calidris alpiru
Inland: In N. E.: l, Wellington C. P., Jan. 7th;1, Lasham Airfield, Feb. 17th;
l, Fleet Pond, Apr. 22nd;1, Wellington C. P., Nov. 5th. In the ltchen Valley:
2, Alresford, Jan. 13th; l, Winchester S. F., May 3rd and 2,July 27thl Aue.
3rd; I , Alresford Pond, Aug. 1 I th/ I 4th. In the Avon Valley: 200, Sopley, Jan.
lTth; 15, Harbridge and l2O, Avon Causeway, Jan. 23rd;34, Mockbeggar
Lake, Feb. 6th; 50, Sopley, Feb. 14th;53, Avon Tyrrell ard ca.250, Sopley,
Feb. 23rd; 10, lvlockbeggar Lake, May 1st and 1 there, May 28th;finally,75,
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Sopley, Dec. 1lth.
Spring passage: 90 E, Langstone Harbour, May l6th. 198 E, Hurst, on sixteen
dates from Apr. 3rd/May l6th with maxirna of 33 E on May llthand 50 E
on May 12th.
Monthly counts at coastal localities:

JI-MAMJJASONI)
ChichesterHarbour 14892 12264 3309 609 ll05 2'7 310 30084 27751
I-rnsstoneHarbour 19400 21000 1950 1065 480 2 1200 2550 1390 7564 20000 15200
Port"mouth Harbour 6{170 8000 55 I 4 10 0 230 113 8 1000 5000 4800
Southampton Water 6757 10706 492 146 222 0 266 489 180 964 5021 5950
West Solent 3070 4940 988 260 56 0 553 575 185 128 3987 5078

A Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicoh falcinellus
i, Parrlsgrove Reclamation, May 22ndl25th (RABa, DU et al). Accepted by
British Birds.'lhe second Hampshire record.

A Butf-breasted Sandpiper Try ngit es subrufico llis
1, Pennington, Sept. 25th/29th (LMu, SWS, EJW et al). Acceptedby British
Birds.

B Ruff
Monthll, maxima at selected ktcalities:

Philomachus pugnax

JIIMAMJJASOND
FarlingtonMarshes 7 7 I 0 i 0 5 2 0 1 1 0
PaulsgioveReclamation 0 0 0 0 I 0 1 1 1 2 0 0
Titcl.rfieldHaven 14 10 12 3 3 0 3 3 2 5 1 2

DibdenBay 2 l0 22 2 0 0 1 2 2 3 0 3

Keyhaven 30 20 4 | 3 0 3 2 4 4 3422
Other records were at Hamble airfield,4 on Jan. 22nd and 5 on27th,2 on

Feb. 28th, 25 on Nov. 1 3th and 1 on 20th; at Needs Oar,47 on Jan. 3rd and
4 on 1 7th, 20 on Dec. 22nd;at Sowley, 1 4 on Jan. 30th, 68 on Dec. 5th and
21 on 27th; 1 W, Wellington C. P., Jan 1Sth;2, Harbridge, and 2, Avon Cause-
way, Jan.23rd; 1 W, Frenshani Great Pond, Apr.2nd; 1, Harbridge, and 4,
Avon village, May 1st; l, Winchester S. [r., May 3rd/7th and July 29th;and 2,
Crow. Dec. 11th.

B Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus
Recorded up to Apr. 19th from fourteen localities and from Oct.9th from
six localities. All records were of single birds except for 4, Alton S. F., Jan.
10th;6, Camp Farm S. F., Jan. l2th;7, Sturt Pond, Jarr.24th and 2 there,
Jan. 30th; 6/8, Baddesley Common/Emer Bog to late Mar.;2, Fleet Pond,
Nov. 3rd;3, Keyhaven, Dec. I lth.
A ppro x imat e mo nt hly t o tals :

C Snipe*$t ()allinago gallinago
Records associated with the cold weather in early Jan. were "large" numbers
in Keyhaven area, Jan.9th;41, Alton S. F. and 1 over a Southampton garden,
Jan. 1Oth; 30, Hill Side, Jan. 11th;and on Jan. 12th,30 at Camp Farm S. F.,
five groups totalling 134 birds in the Alresford area, and 13 near Greywell.
The areas with flocks in excess of 100 in early year were Farlington Marshes,
Titchfield Haven, Eling Great Marsh, Pennington, Sopley/Avon village, Har-
bridge, and Petersfield.

First autumn returns were at Farlington Marshes, July 8th, then at Keyhaven,
Bishopstoke and Winchester S. F., July 18th.

Areas with flocks in excess of 100 in late year were Farlington Marshes,
Titchfield Haven, Sowley, and Crow.

JFMAMJJASOND
3099200000354
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Monthly counts at coastal localities:
JTTMAMJ

Chichester Harbour 295 148 60
Langstone Harbour 50 120 45 1 0 0
PortsmouthHarbour 11 9 5 0 0 0
Soutlrampton Water 66 199 71 6 0 0
West Solent 10 113 4 1 0 0

JFMAM
Chichester Harbour 266 229 201
LangstoneHarbour 343 241 100 115 16
PortsmortthHarbour 0 0 0 0 0
Soutlrampton Water 123 208 235 1 1

West Solent 14 0 183 67 0

O ND
19 83 118
37 156 60
099

28 t22 3t3
10 11 75

JJASOND
139 381 1330 416 1360 889

26 321 485 359 .543 485 349
01121362091
0 181 231 218 127 17i 4s8
0 80 93 103 1s8 81 16

JAS
9 229
357
005
504
343

A Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scolopaceus
The bird at Pennington from Oct. 3rd 1981 remained until May 11th(m.o.).
1, Titchfield Haven, Nov. 4th (BSD, RKL), was the fifth Hampshire record.
Both records accepted by British Birds.

C l{oodcockt .tcoloPax rusticola
Records specifically associated with cold weather in early Jan. were l,
Keyhaven,Jan. gth and I in a Cosham garden, Jan. 1Oth (there were fifteen
other Jan. records).

A minimum of 102 roding/breedilg birds reported from thirty-nine
localities.

C Black-tailed Godwit* Limosa limosa
Spring pdssdge: At Fariington Marshes, 35 NW on Apr. 19th, 115 NW on Apr.
22nd,47 NW on Apr.24th and 37 NW on Apr. 25th. 12 E, Hurst, May 6tlt
and 9 E, May 14th. 3 NE, Warsash, May 15th.

Inland, there were 2 at lbsley, Mar. 14th.
Monthly counts at coastal localities:

The totals for all areas for Sept. 198llMar. 1982 are 1835,1479,1107,
647,806,184, and 709: the Iow Dec. 1981 count (of 647') was due to coid
weather on the day of the count an additional 300 birds were present at
Langstone Harbour two weeks after the count. Despite the cold weather in
Dec. 1981 and Jan. 1982, the species returned in strength in late 1982with
totals for all areas for Sept./Dec. <:f 2146,1246,2A91 and 1803. L.angstone
Harbour counts for Sept. and Dec. have been corrected for known move-
ments from Portsmouth Harbour. The Oct. count in Chichester Harbour was
only a partial one a reasonable assumption would be that ca.800 birds
were missed, which would have given a total of ca. 2000 for all areas to fit
the established pattern.

C Bar-tailed Godwit* Limosa lapponica
Spring passage: 121 E, Hayling Bay, Apr. 22tdlMay 12th, with maximum of
50 E, Apr. 28th.2152 E, Hill Head, Apr. 15th/May 16th, with maximum of
893 E, Apr. 27th. 1699 E, Hurst, Apr. l7thlMay 16th, with maxima of 35 2 E,
Apr. 25th and 424 E, May l2th. 55 E, Warsash, Apr. 20th. 230 E, Lepe, Apr.
24th and 122 E,May llth.7 E, Eastney, May 13th.

Inland records were of 4, Sopley, Sept. I 2th and 1, Curbridge, Sept. 26th.
Monthly co'unts at coastal localities:

.IFMA
Clriclrester Ilarbour 132 219 100
Langstone Harbour 364 842 300 87
PortsmouthHarbour 0 3 0 0
SouthamptonWater 3 0 0 i
WestSolent 8 5 0 12

MJJASOND
- - 43'7 285 439 325 820 878

59 108 129 66 250 367 465 591
00300102
2 - 0 0 34 11 7 0
0086329524
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C l{himbrel

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
Soutlumpton Water
West Solent

Numenius phdeopus
Spring passage.' Coastal records from Apr. 5th, with ma1! passage May 8th/
l-Oth.-At Farlington Marshes, 35 NW on Apr.24th,7 NW on May 8th, a.rd
3 NW on May 2bth.560 E, Hill Head, Apr. l4th/Mav l6th,withmaximaof
150, 160, and 100 on May 8th,gth, and 10th.65, Eling Great Marsh, May
8th was only double figure count for that area.295 E, Hurst atea, Apr. l2thl
May 13th, with maxima of 128, 35, and 58 on Apr. 17th.,24th, and May 12th'
Inland double figure counts were 35, Havant Thicket, Apr.25th and 60,
May 2nrl; 12, Martin Down, May 2nd; and23 over Southampton city, May
9th. Also inland a further 23 from ten sites, Apr. 17th/May 16th. A regular
movement was noted Apr.25th/May 9th of birds feecling inland north of
Portsdown Hill and retuming to Langstone Harbour to roost at dusk.

Autumn passage extended to Oct. 7th, with maxima of 196, Farlington
Marshes, July 24th, and 45 at Portsmouth Harbour, 16 at Calshot and26 at
Keyhaven, all on Aug.7th. Inland, there were 3, Martin f)own, Aug. 1st;2 W,
Blackbushe, Aug. 17th;2 SE, Fleet Pond, Aug. 18th;and 1, Curbridge, Sept.
26th.

c curlew*$ Numenius arquata
Spring passage: 364 E, Hill llead, Apr. 4thlMay 13th, with maxima of 112,
S5 ana 83 on Apr. 18th, 19th and 20th. 140 E, Hurst, Mar' 7thlMay l3th,
with maxima of 44 and 35 on Mar. 7th and Apr. 15th'

Breeding records from the New Forest were far from complete with only
7 pairs reported at four sites. 2 pairs were present at one site in the N. E.

There were regular inland records in winter from Southwick area, early
and late year, with maximum of 70, Dec. 13th. Also 1, Bishopstoke, Jan.
16th/Mar. 6th.
Monthly counts at coastal localities:

JIIMAMJ]ASON
921 ).201 10'18 1534 1111 2652 t251 1196
161 628 392 153 58 306 985 937 821 678 909
220 330 229 0 0 0 252 498 439 400 370
649 148 134 78 10 12 ll59 1018 1044 612 565
206 283 I 14 2T 1 0 363 312 392 415 4l I

JITMAMJJASOND
301 481020
0 0 0 1 0 2 6 11 11 2 1 0
202000000010
010300002311
4 5 8 0 0 0 0 0 24 11 3 4

"1 
982002t7355

D
1648

646
315
441
391

B Spotted Redshank* Tringa erythropus
Inland records were of 1, Alresford Pond, Aug. 29th and 1 SW, Frensham
Great Pond, Sept. 5th.
Monthly counts at selected localities:

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Warsash
Fawley/Calshot
Needs Oar Point
Keyhaven/Pennington 2

Other coastal records were 2, Lepe Beach, Jan.30th;2, Weston Shore,
Sept. 6th; and I 0, Ashlett, Dec. 1 7th and 30th.

C Redshank*$t Tringa totanus
Early year inland records were 4, Alresford area, Jan. 12tn;1, Yateley G. P.,
Jan. l4th; 8, Harbridge and 17, Avon Causeway, Jan. 23rd;4, Alresford, Jan.
31st. First returns to breeding areas were from Feb. 23rd.

Late year inland records were 12, Harbridge, Nov. 26th;4, Alresford Pond,
Dec. 8th;2, Sopley, Dec. 1 lth; 8, Alresford Pond, Dec. 18th; and 1, Harbridge
Dec. 28th.
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Monthly counts at coastal localities:
JFMAMJJASOND

Chichester Harbour 1399 1645 1595 1684 2222 3405 956 2024 1680
LansstoneHarbour 417 445 127 60 60 238 1410 1800 2698 1156 567 450
Portsmouth Harbour 27 150 184 1 0 L 339 107 4 135 230 130
Southampton Water 435 675 305 120 73 13 1296 933 437 820 '776 455
West Soldnt 285 193 135 4 4 2 520 499 626 539 725 740

C Greenshank* Tringa nebularia
Inland records (all singles unless otherwjse stated) were Eastleigh S. F., May
1st; Fleet Pond, May 9th; Greywell, May l4th; Bramshill Common, July I 3th,
27th ar,d Aug. 8th; flying S over Fritham, July l4th; Woolmer, July 3lst/
Aug. lst; Fleet Pond, Aug. 15th; Eversley G. P., Aug. 17th; heard at night
flying S over Petersfield, Aug. 20th; Bentley, Aug. 23rdl26th; Alresford,
Aue.23rd;2,Bramshill, Aug. 28th; Avon Viliage, Aug. 29th; 2, Eversley G. P.,
Sept. 6th; Curbridge, Sept. 26th.
Monthly counts at coastal localities:

JF'MAMJJASOND
ChichesterHarbour 2 6 6 - - 89 122 60 I 23 0
LangstoneHarbour 0 1 2 3 I 012713'7 96 29 1 I
Port-smouthHarbour 0 0 I 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 5

Southampton Water I 2 7 5 5 - 30 29 34 21 26 23
WestSolent 3 8 6 3 2 0 13 25 42 9 6 2

C Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Monthly totals for certain grouped areas:

]FMA
NorthEast 4 2 4 8
Upper ltchen Valley 5 3 '7 3
Test,Andover/Romsey 2 0 1 I
AvonValley/Keyhaven I 3 0 3
Langstone/Portsmouth2t54
SouthamptonWater 4 4 6 6

Additional records were from Overton (1, Dec.), Broadlands Lake (1, Jan.;
3, Apr.; 1, May; 2, Nov), Nursling ( 1, Apr. and Dec.), Petersfield ( l, Sept. and
Oct.), Botley Wood (1, Aug.), New Forest (3, Jan; l, June and Aug.), Sowley
( I , Mar.) and Purbrook area ( l, Aug. and Oct.).

Only May record was 1, Broadlands Lake, May 1st, followed by a gap until
1, Titchfield Haven, June 3rd. Other June records were l, Manor Farm C. B.
(Alresford), llth; 1, Titchfield Haven, lzthl3Dth; 1, Farlington Marshes,
15th, then 2,l9th- and 27th;1 , Ashley Walk, 17th; 1 , Paulsgrove Reclamation,
22rd and 29th;2, Blashford, 26th; and 2, Dibden Bay,21th.

Only double figure counts on autumn passage were 10, Western Court
C. B., Aug. 11th and 12, Alresford Pond, Aug. 28th..

A Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Spring passage: Singles at Titchfield Haven,.May 31st, at Farlington Marshes,
June l7th,21st and 24thand at Dibden Bay, June 27th.
Autumn iast"g"' (all singles unless otherwise stated) Farlington Marshes, July
1st. Titclifield Haven, on four dates, July l7thl1,r$. 17th. Winchester S. F.,
luly 29thl Alg. 2nd.'Paulsgrove Reclamation, Aug. 1st. Farlington- M-arshes,

a,uE. Otn/Atnind lOth. Keyhaven/Pennington, Aug- 7thl8th,a1{-t.Sttt. Dibden
Bay, AuC 27th.3, Keyhaven/Pennington, Aug. I lth and 14thl 15th.

Actitis hypoleucos
birds were 1, north shore of Langstone Harbour,

Mar. I 3th/Apr. 14th;1 , Fareham Creek, Jan. 3fi:. at

MJJASOND
10 615 9 4 2 2
0 1 228 5 I 0 5
0 010 9 0 0 2 3
02363222
03495203
0 3 16 9 4 s 510

C Common Sandpiper*
Early year overwintering
Jan. 17thlFeb. 1Oth and

39



Eling/Redbridge, Jan. I st/Mar. 27th, wlttl maximum of 7 , Jan. I lth; and l,
Pylewell Lake, Jan. l8th.
Spring passage: First was a single at Petersfield, Apr. 5th, but main passage
was Apr. 24thlMay 14th with records from twenty inland and nine coastal
sites to May 31st. Maxima were 6, Liss, May 1st;6, Petersfield May 2nd;and
8, Timsbury, May l3th.
Autumn passage: From June I 1th/Oct. l6th, with records from twenty-three
inland and eleven coastal localities. Maximum was an unprecedented 45 in
one flock, Milford Beach, July 13th. Other maxima were 15, Dibden Bay,
Aug. 3rd;20, Paulsgrove Reclamation, Aug. 6th, and l9+ there on 7th; 13,
Titchfield Haven, Aug. 7th ; and 34, Langstone Harbour, Aug. I 7th and I 9th.

Late year overwintering birds were at Langstone Harbour (2, Oct. 30th
and Dec. 28th; 1, from Nov. llth/Dec.4th), Eling/Redbridge (1 from Nov.
6thlDec. 27t}:.) and Mockbeggar Lake ( l, Dec. 28th).
Monthly counts at coastal localities:

JFMAMJ
ChichesterHarbour 0 0 0 -LangstoneHarbour 1 0 2 5 1 0
PortsmouthHarbour 0 0 0 I 0 0
SouthamptonWater I 1 I 2 t 0
WestSolent 0 0 I I 0 0

C Turnstone* Arenaria interpres
Spring pd.ssage: In the Hurst/Keyhaven arca'. 4 N, Apr. 23rd;16 N, May lOth;
11 E, May l2th;and 5 E, May 13th. 50 NW, Langstone Harbour, May l6th.
Also one inland record with l, Winchester S. F., May 12th.
Monthly counts at coastal localities:

JFMA
Chichester Harbour 2L 135 36
Langstone Harbour 50 229 164 166
Portsmouth Harbour 44 45 23 0
Southampton Water 316 437 307 257
West Solent 40 129 127 56

A Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus
June 9th from 1230 until flyingAn adult female was at Titchfield Haven on

off NE at 1945 hrs. (BSD, RKL).

A Grey Phalarope Phblaropus fulicarius
On Sept. 28th, I at Farlington Marshes (NRW) and I at Brownwich Shore (Hill
Head) (JAN, RKL). I in the Keyhaven/Pennington area, Oct. 5th/6th, 9th
and 17th (m.o.).
198 I : A second bird was at Dibden

A Pomarine Skua

Bay on Sept. 25th (SWS).

JASOND
23'.7 '.l I l0

162t 1 1 | 2
t2 15000
24 16010
921000

MJJASOND
86 129 47 tr8 384 t02

8 '.t 85 67 261 4t 55 92
I 0 0 0 0 I 276

t96 - 115 300 3t3 255 375 345
37 0 10 152 129 2t3 130 191

3 SE, Hurst, May Sth and I there, May 9th and
12th. I SE, Hurst and 4 E, Hill Head, May 13th.
16th. I , Pennington, Oct. 17th.

B Arctic Skua

S t er corarius p o marinus
11th. 2 NE, Southsea, May
I W, Normandy Marsh, Oct.

St e r co ra riu s para s it i cus
1, Fawley, Jan. 2nd. l, Southampton Water, lan 23rd.
Spring pdssage: A poor showing with I E, Gilkicker Point, Apr. 15th; 2 E,
Hayling Bay, May 2nd;9 E, Hill Head, May 2ndll4th;3 E, Lepe, May 5th;12
E, Hurst, on seven dates from Apr. 24thlMay I 1th.
Autumn passage: 8 SW, Langstone Harbour, Aug. 21st. 10 W, Penningtonl
Hurst area, on seven dates from Aug.22ndlOct. l7th. Singles at Hayling Bay,
Sept. 5th and 23rd and at Farlington Marshes, Sept.25th. Singles at Hill
Head, Sept. 24th, Nov. 8th and 23rd. Inland, 1 W, Broomy Plain, Oct. 24th.
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A Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus
I immature, Hurst, Jan. 17th (DRB, KMG). The third Hampshire record.

A Great Skua Stercorarius skua
1 immature, Hurst, May I lth (MGWT, DBW, EJW) and 12th (OH et al). l,
Hurst, Nov. 2lst (BB).

A Skua species Stercorarius sp.
At Hayling Bay, singles on Sept. 26th, Oct. 16th (probably Arctic Skua) and
Dec. l9th (probably Great Skua). At Pennington, I E on Aug. 1st (probably
Arctic Skua), 3 W on Aug.3lst (probably Arctic Skuas),3 W on Oct. 16th
and l W on Nov. Tth.

A Mediterranean Gull Larus mehnocephalus
Majority of records were again from Weston Shore in Southampton Water,
and were as follows: first year, Jan.9th;adult, Jan. 15th and 2lstl22nd,Feb.
2nd,4thlSth and lOth;a different adult, Feb. 22nd;fist year, Feb. 21st;2
adults, Apr. 17th/l8th;adult (at Marchwood), May 26th;2 different adults
on thirteen dates from July 4thlOct 19th; adult, Oct. 3lst, Dec. l0th/11th
and 22nd; a second adult, Dec. l lth; first winter, Nov. 23rd;second winter,
Dec. llth/l?th and 28th and an adult on Nov. 13th and Dec. 31st and 2
adults on Dec. 28th which may have been different birds to the records from
Oct. 31st. There was also an adult/second year over Southampton on Dec.
20th.

There was a smaller series of records for the Portsmouth area with adult,
Sinah G. P., Jan.4th;adult, Paulsgrove R. T., Jan. 29thl3Oth; adult, Eastney,
Jan. 3Oth; second winter, Bedhampton Creek, Apr. l6th and May l6th;2
adults, Titchfield Haven, Apr. 23rd; first winter, Southsea, Nov. 8th; and a
second winter bird, Titchfield Haven, Dec.23rd.

A pair nested at Needs Oar Point but were washed out by high tides.
Adult, Sturt Pond, Sept. 19th and Nov. 21st.

B Little Gull Larus minutus
Early year records were of an immature, Titchfield Haven, Jan.4th; second
year, Hythe Ferry and an adult, Dibden Bay, Jan. 9th; and an adult, Pitts
Deep, Feb. 26th.
Spring pdssage: 42 E, Hlll Head, May Sthl 14th, with maximum of 17 E, May
l1.th. 22 E, Lepe, May 1 lth. 30 E, Hurst, May 2fillltt., with maximum of 21
E, May I 1th. Records on May I lth may well refer to same individuals. Other
records in spring were of l, Titchfield Haven, Apr. 3rd;l,Warsash, Apr. Tth;
1, Farlington Marshes, May 1lth and 3 there, May l2th. Inland there was 1

oiled adult that cleaned itself up at Fleet Pond from.Apr. Tthll3th.
During the summer,5 were at Farlington Marshes, May 31st/June 1st,7 on

June 6th, 6 on June 9th, 4 on June I 4th and 5 again from June 26thlJuly 13th.
At Titchfield Haven there was an immature from June 4thlearly Sept. and a
second immature from June sthl25th.
Autumn passage: In Langstone Harbour area from July 9th/Aug. 26th, with
maxima of 3, July 14th and 23rd.2 immatures, Titchfield Haven, Sept. 3rd
and l4th and an adult, Sept. 2'7th. At Pennington, 2 immatures on Sept.
13th, 1 immature on Sept. 19th and 3 immaturesW on Sept. 26fh. l, Hurst,
Sep. 26th.

Late year records were of 1, Titchfield Haven, Oct. l6thll7th;3, Hayling
and 2 W, Pennington, Oct. 17th; I immature, Calshot and 2, Pennington,
Nov. 7th; and a second winter bird, Titchfield Haven, Nov. Sth.

C Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus
Estimates of Southampton Water roost were 10,000 (from Dibden Bay), Jan.
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3rd and 25,000 (from Fawley), Feb. l3th. Otherwise flocks/counts in excess
of 1000 were: 1600, Titchfield Haven, Jan. l6th; 1000, Bramshill R. T., Jan.
30th; 4000+, Lymington River, Feb. 14th; 1160, Wellington C. P., Feb. l5th;
1800, Ringwood/Fordingbridge, Feb. 23rd; 1100, Sinah G. P., Aug. llth;
1200, Alresford Pond, Aug.22nd and 29th;1170, Titchfield Haven, Nov.
30th; and 4000 of 7500 on Frensham Great Pond (Surrey border) moved
SSW into Hants, Dec. 23rd.

5 to 10 pairs attempted to breed at Langstone Harbour. A poor breeding
season at Keyhaven/Pitts Deep due to major washouts.

A Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis
1 adult moulting into summer plumage, Dibden Bay, Mar. l Tth (DRB, KMG).
I adult, Dibden Bay, Apr. 1Oth (PWP, MGWT). Both records accepted by
British Birds. Tl:.e third and fourth Hampshire records. (Two others are still
pending.)

C Common Gull Larus canus
Largest coastal counts were 300* roosting, Dibden Bay, Jan.3rd; 460, Hill
Head, Jan. 13th; 1500 roosting, Fawley, Feb. 13th; and 170, roosting,
Hayllng, Mar.3rd. Elsewhere, majority of counts were only in double figures.
Spring passage: 271 E, Hill Head, Mar. lst/May l4th. 15 E, Hurst, Apr. lst
and 5th, then 14 L, on Apr. 20th, B E on Apr. 22nd, and 4 E on May 1 3th. 5
flying upstream, Winnall, Apr. 1lth. i E, Basingstoke, Apr. 15th.

Only June records were from Portsmouth Harbour with maximum of 4
(on IBM Lake) on 1Oth.

C Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Spring passage: 10 E, Hill Head, Apr. 3rd/May 13th. 13 E, Hurst area, Apr.
3rd/lr{ay 14th. 12 (mostly E) from three sites in the N. E., May llth/June
4th. Single figures from six other localities in similar period.

Largest counts rvere 163, Crondall, Aug. 22nd;278 NE, F-leet Pond, Aug.
30th; and 100, Greywel1, Sept. 5th. No other counts exceeded 50.

C Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Largest coastal counts were 390 and 494, Hili Head, Nov. 3rd and Dec. 9th,
and largest inland were 413, Ringwood/Fordingbridge, Feb. 23rd and 40,
Park Corner Farm. I)ec. 19th (numbers in N. E,. were low.due to closure of
Bramshili R. T").

Records of yellowJegged birds were I , Farlington Marshes, July 10th/Sept.
1Oth; 1, Sinah G. P., July I gth/Sept. 26th(same as Farlington bird'?); up to 4.
tsling Great Marsh, Sept. 9th/Nov. l4th; 1, Weston Shore, Sept.27th;and l,
Allington G. P.lBishopstoke, Oct. 31st and Dec. 13th.

A Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus
I first rvinter bird, Dibden Bay, Jan. 13th (SWS). 1 immature, Pennington,
Jan. 17th (PCo, MCC). I second year bird, Weston Shore, Jan. 21stl23rd
(MGWT, FMV, SWS). i first winter bird, Brarnshill Cornmon/R. T., Jan.
31st/Feb. 1st (JMCk, MASc, (;CS). I irnmature, Hill Head, Dec.8th (R.KL,
BSI)).

C Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Early year maxima:50, Hilt Side, Jan. lst.50, Bramshill Common, Jan.6th
and 30th. 104, Paulsgrove R. T., Jan.23rd.47, Titchfield Haven, Feb. 5th.
Late year maxima: At Paulsgrove R. T., 153 on Sept. 19th, 145+ on Nov. 5th
and 100 on Dec. l6th. At Langstone Harbour, 241 on Nov. 24th and 230 on
Dec. 1lth. 117, Titchfield Haven, Nov. 26th. 131, Buriton, Dec.20th. 132,
Hamble, Dec. 30th.
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A Kittiwake Rissa tridactYla
l, Hayling, Jan.4th. 1, Pennington,Jan. l6thand Feb.6th. I adultinlandat
Dogmersfield Lake, Feb. l2th. I immature, Hurst, Feb. 28th. 2, Hayling,
Mar. 1st. 1 adult, Hill Head, Mar. 1lth. I partly oiled bird, Weston Shore,
Mar. l4th. 1 adult, Dibden Bay, Mar. 20th. l, Oxey Creek, Mat. 27th.
Spring passage: 25 E, Hlll Head, Apr. 7th. Singles at Hayling, Apr. 13th;
Hurst, Apr. l5th; and Calshot, Apr. 17thl 181h. 2 E, Hill Head, Apr. 19th and
I E, there, May 9th and l3th. At Hurst, singles on May 4th, llthand l2th,
and'7 E,3 E and 6 E on May 13th, l4th and lsth.2 adults, Lepe, May I lth'
2, Needs Oar, May 23rd.lnland at Fleet Pond an exceptional series of records
with 1 adult on Apr. 8th, 13 (2 imms.) on Apr. 12thll3th,8 (2 imms') from
Apr.l(thll6th,4(2imms.) from Apr. l7thll9th and I adult from Apr.20thl
23rd. Also 1 adult, Frensham Great Pond, Apr. 14th/15th (probably from
Fleet Pond).
Autumn passage: l juvenile, Hayling, Aug. l0th. I W, Hill Head, Aug 17th.
I immature, Hurst/Pennington, Aug. 18th and 22nd. I immature W, Lang-
stone Harbour, Sept. 18th. 1 adult, Hurst, Sept.26th.2 immatures E, Hill
Head, Sept. 27th and 1 immature there, Oct. 1st. I adult, Hayling, Oct. 15th
and 24th.72 W, Hurst/Keyhaven, Oct. l6th and I E there, Oct. l7th. I
immature E, Hill Head, Nov.7th. 3 immatures W, Pennington, Nov. 14th.
1 immature, Langstone Harbour and 2 adults, Sturt Pond, Nov. 21st. 7 E,
Pennington, Nov. 24th.

I first winter bird badly oiled, Titchfield Haven, Dec. 31st.

1, Warsash, May 1Oth (DAC). 1, Oxey/Pennington Marsh, July 1lth (PCo,
MCC, EJW). Both records accepted by British Birds.

A Gull-billed Tern

C Sandwich Tern

A Roseate Tern

C Common Tern
Breeding: Keyhaven/Pitts Deep, 52 prs.
Harbour, 35 + prs.

A Arctic Tern

Gelochelidon nilotica

Sterruz sanduicensis

Sterna dougallii

Sterna hirundo
Needs Oar, 260 prs. Langstone

Sterna paradisaea

First at Langstone Harbour, Mar.26th, then four other Mar. records.
Spring pdssage: 110 E, Hill Head, Mar. 30th/May l5th. 439 E, Hurst, Apr.
2ndlMay l5th,withmaximaof 60E and97 EonMay8thand 1lth. 16E,
Lepe, May 1 lth. 19 E, Eastney, May 13th.
Breeding: 70 pairs nested at Needs Oar and ca. 140 pairs from Hurst to
Sowley Pond.
Autumn passage: Inland, up to 5 SE, Old Winchester Hill, Sept. 12th may
have been same birds that left Frensham Little Pond about I hour earlier in
the day. Also inland, singles at Dean Hill, Sept. l7th,and at OldWinchester
Hill, Sept. i9th. Last seen, 1, Langstone Harbour, Oct. 3lst.

A pair possibly nested in the county. 1 , Keyhaven, May 24th (-E.lW): ! , Lqne-
stone liarboui, luty 2nd and 1 adult and I juvenile there, July 24th (RT
et al). 1W, t{uist, J,tly 22nd (MLP). 1, Keyhaven, Aug. 8th (PCo, MCC).

Positive records were of I immature, Langstone Harbour, July 15th; 2'
Titchfield Haven, Aug. 4th; I immature inland at Fleet Pond, Sept.5th; I'
Warsash, Sept. 18th; I juvenile, Hurst, Sept. 26th; l, Pennington, Sept.
28th;and I immature, Langstone Harbour, Oct. l7th.

C Common/Arctic Tern Sterna hirundofp-aradisaea
Spring pdssage: First seen, Langstone Harbour and Hurst, Apr. 4th. 660 E,
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Hilt Head, Apr.20th/May 15th with maximum of 159 E, May 13th.4928,
Hurst on thirteen dates from Apr. 4th/May 16th with maxima of 64E,87 E,
94 E and 142 E on May 9th, l lth, 12th and l3th. 74E,Lepe, May 5th and
16 E, there, May llth. Inland, singles at Fleet Pond, Apr.7tl:.lllth, 2lst
and May 12th, at Camp Farm S. F., Apr. 27th, and 2 E, Wellington C. P.,
May l9th.
Autumn pdssage: Coastal maximum was 130+, Eastney, Aug. l7th. Inland,
23 birds at four sites on twelve dates from July 22ndlSept. 26th, but on
Sept. 5th an exceptional 143 SW, Fleet Pond, and 26 SW, Frensham Great
Pond. Last seen at Langstone Harbour, Nov. 5th.

C Little Tern r Sterna albifrons
Spring passage: First seen were 3, Langstone Harbour, Apr. 10th.217 E,Hlll
Head, Apr. l9thlMay 15th with maximum of 59 E, May 1lth.28 E, Lepe,
May 1lth. 103 E, Hurst, Apr.20th/May l4th with maximum of 42E,May
l1th.
Breeding: Hurst/Pennington, 80+ prs. Needs Oar,46 prs. R. Hamble, 2 prs.
suspected. Portsmouth Harbour, I pr. suspected. Langstone Harbour, 84 prs.

Last seen, 1, Caishot, Oct. 16th.

B Black Tern Chlidonias niger
Spring passage: First was 1, Titchfield Haven, Apr. 20th, where 173 E, May
l0th/15th with maximum of 107, May l2th. 1 E, Hurst, Apr.24th then 96
E, there, May 1lth/lsth with maximum of 5 1 E, May l2th.7 E at Lepe and
8 inland at Fleet Pond, May llth.2 E at Eastney and inland, 3 at Nursling
and2at Winchester S. F., May l2th.2, Langstone Harbour, May l3th.
Autumn pdssage: Singles in Langstone Harbour on seven dates from July
19th/Oct. 3rd, except for 3 at Eastney, Sept. lst. Singles at Titchfield Haven
on seven dates from Aug. 8th/Sept. 29th. In Keyhaven area, 1 on July 24thl
25th,5 on Aug. 1st,3 onAug.7th, l0on Sept. 13th, l onSept. l9thand26
W on Oct. I st.
Iniand: 1, Tundry Pond, July 26th;2, Fleet Pond, luly 27th;1, Broadlands
Lake, July 3lst and Aug.4th and 6th;3, Fleet Pond, Aug. 26th;22,Mock'
beggar Lake, Sept. I 5th;2, Broadlands Lake, Sept. 24tlt;1, Tundry Pond,
Sept. 26th; and finally at Broadlands Lake,3 on Oct. lst and 7th, and last

Iffi::oct' 
2oth 

uriaaatge
1, Langstone Harbour/Hayling, Jan. 9thll2th and 4, Southsea, Jan. 13th.
At Hil1 Head, 1 oiled on Jan. 9th, 1 E on Jan. I Oth and 1 ashore on Jan. I lth.
l, Hythe, Jan. 9th. 1, Pennington, Feb. 9th. 1, Langstone Harbour, Feb. 1Oth.
1, Warsash/Hill Head, Feb. 15th. I dead, Keyhaven, Mar.6th. 1, Hill Head,
Mar. Sth. 1, Hurst, May 3rd. l, Langstone Harbour, Aug. l3th and 29th. I
dying, West Hayling, Nov. 19th.
1981: 1, Pennington, Dec. 29th.

A Razorbill Alca torda
1, Lepe, Jan. 1st. 1, Eastney, Jan. 5th. l, Hythe/Dibden, Jan. 9th. 1, Eastney,
Jan.20th. 1, Lee-on-the-Solent, Apr. 13th. 1 W, Hurst, Apr.24th and I there,
May 1st. 1, Langstone Harbour, May 21st. 1, Pennington,May 22nd and June
7th. | , Weston Shore, Aug. 25th. l, Langstone Harbour, Attg.26th and Sept.
1Oth. 2, Hurst, Oct. 16th.

A Puffin Fratercula arctica
1 immature bird picked up at Eling, July 12th, was cared for by the RSPCA
and released off the Needles, July I 6th.
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C Stock Dovef Columba oenas
Monthly totals of flocks exceeding L0 reported and the number of localities
involved are shown below.

JFMAMJ
Toials 235 3'17 55 88 50 0
Localities48l310

JAS
0 146 168
033

OND
50 515 569
159

Those reaching three figures were 100, Lodge Farm (Odiham), Feb. 15th;
200, Crondall, Nov. l4th; 140, Northfields Farm (Twyford), Nov. 15th; 150,
Broughton Down, Dec.24th;100+, Bishopstoke, Dec. 26th.

The only signs of autumn movement were l0 E at Timsbury on Oct. 17th
and 4 W at Fleet Pond on Oct. 28th.

C Woodpigeont Columba palumbus
Flocks of 1000+ were reported in Jan. (5), Feb. (4), Mar. (1), Nov. (1) and
Dec. (2). Those to reach 2000 were 2000, Dogmersfield Park, Jan. l2lhand
19th; 2100, Whitedell Farm (Fareham), Jan. 16th; 3500+, Park Lane,
(Basingstoke), Feb. 2lst; 7000+ flying from roost at Burnt Ground Wood/
Franchises Wood (New Forest), Nov. 14th; 3100+ roosting, Tunworth, Dec.
I 5th.

The only indication of cold weather movement was of 32 E at Titchfield
Haven on Jan. Sth. Autumn passage was noted between Oct. 16th/Nov.26th
with 14 reports of 31257 moving S/W totalling 1250 and 1500 SE at Fleet
Pond on Oct. 28th.

C Collared Dove$t Streptopelia decaocto
Monthly totals of flocks exceeding 20 reported and the number of localities
involved are shown below.

Totals
Localities

I{ighest numbers occurred at Alton (173, Mar. 30th), Northfields Farrn
(peaks 2001-, July 1 st and 300+, Oct. 25th) and in the Titchfield Haven/Peak
Lane (Fareham) area (max.467, Oct. 11th and 200+ to the year's end).

C Turtle Dovet Streptopelia turtur
The first were at Martin I)own on Apr. 9th and Goose Green Inclosure (Alice
Holt) on Apr. l Tth but there were only five other records for that month.
There were the usual signs of irnmigration in L{ay, e.g. 1 l, Lower Test }4arshes,
May 12th;16 N, Wellington C. P., May 14th; 18 NE,, Park Corner Farm
(Odihanr), May l7t h.

SLrrvey work has shown the species to be uncomrnon in the New Forest
with only odd pairs in young conifer plantations. The total population there
rnay be less than 50 pairs ((lCF.).

The only autumn flocks reported were 25, Chalton Down, July 26th;12,
Northfieids F'arrn, Aug. ).3rcl;24, West IIayling, Sept. I st. Sightings continued
throughout Sept. with the latest at three sites on 30th apart fron'r 1 at llayling
West Shore on Oct. 1Oth.

C Cuckoof Cuculus canoru,t
Another early arrival with the first flying north at Mansbridge and presum-
ably the same bird at Bishopstoke on Apr. 5th, singles at eight sites between
Sthl12th and widespread records by 27Llt. There were the usual reports of'
autumn juveniies with the latest at Dean Hill on Sept. 7th and Southwick on
Stpl. l Bth.

JFMAMJJASOND
62 0 173 t20 0 t20 200 0 195 1089 424 392201101104't 4s
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B Barn Owl TYto tlbd
A total of 9 pairs was suspected or proved breeding with 3 known to have
raised 6 young. Other breeding season reports involved a further twelve
localities. In Jan./Mar. and Sept./Dec. sightings were made at twenty-eight
additional sites, including 1 in the Pennington Marshes area up to Apr. 13th
and 112 at Dibden Bay up to Mar. 17th.

5 dead or dying birds were reported but only 1 was a road casualty.

Little Owl Athene noctudB
A total of 49 pairs was proved or suspected of breeding as shown below.

Baddesley Common
Barleywood Farm (W. Worldham)
Blashford G. P.
Crondall/Greywell/Odiham area
Dean Hill
Dogmersfield Village
Elvetham Park
Fort Widley (Portsdown)
Foxhill Farm (Marchwood)
Houghton
Kingsley S. P.

2 Liss
I Lower Froyle
I Marwell Zoo

15 Pennington
2 Romsey/Squabb Wood
1 Stratfield Saye
1+ Titchfield Haven
I Tundry Pond
1 Tunworth
1 Weston Corbett
1

2
5
J
2
1

I

9 pairs raised at least 16 young. other records involved single birds or
pairs it forty sites during the breeding season and at a further eighteen sites
in Jan./Mar. and SePt./Dec. onlY.

3 corpses were reported, all road casualties.

B Tawny Owlt Strix aluco
ln the breeding season widely reported with a total of 58 hooting males or
pairs at forty sites including built-up areas at East Cosham, Southsea and
Winchester. Breeding was confirmed at (single pairs unless stated) Ampfield
Wood, Crab Wood (2 yg.), Creech Walk (2 prs.), Emer Bog, Goodworth Clat-
ford ( 2 yg.), Hartley Park (1 yg.), Lordswood (l yg.),MarwellZoo,Squabb
Wood and West Walk (l 12 Ve.).

,d Long-eared Owl Asio otus
A good number of records: 1, Martin Down, Jan. 3rd;up to 7 at a roost near
Whitchurch throughout Feb.; 1, Milkham Inclosure, Mar. 5th; l, Titchfield
Haven, Apr. 9th/10th; 1, Waltham Chase, Apr.25th; I freshly dead on the
M27 at Cosham, May 29th; l, Sinah G. P., Dec. 6th'

B Short-eared Owl Asio flnmmeus
Recorded up to May 7 th (2, Langstone Harbour), on Aug. 29th (2, Pennington)
and from Sept. 30th ( 1 , Pennington). Monthly totals are shown below.

JFM
Langstone Harbour area 2 3 2
Lymington/Hurst 4 2 I
Other coastal sites 4 4 3
Inlandsites 2 I 1

TOTALS 12 10 'I

AMJJASOND
220000351
10002t211
100000758
0 1 0 0 0 0 414 74 3 0 0 2 I 16 2517

Away from two main areas also recorded in the early year at Titchfield
Haven (l I 2, Jan. 1 3th/Mar. 23rd), Calshot/Fawley (4, Jan. I st then I I 2 until
Mar. 26th) and Ashley Walk (1, Jan. lstl24th and Mar.27th). Single birds
on one date only at three coastal and three inland sites.

In the late year also recorded at Tournerbury (1, Dec.4th and 22nd),
Paulsgrove Reclamation (1/2, Nov. 5th/Dec. 31st), Titchfield Haven, (1/4,
Oct. 11th/Dec. 31st), Lower Test Marshes (1, Dec. l3th and 28th), Dibden
Bay (1, Oct. l2thl3Oth and Dec. l8th), Calshot/Fawley (112, Oct. l5th/
Dec. 31st with 3, Dec. 28th), Old Winchester Hill ( 1 , Oct. Zoth;2, Oct. 24th),
Farnborough Airfield (1, Oct. 2'lth and Nov. 9th), Fawley Down/Cheesefoot
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Head (112, Nov. 3rd/Dec. l8th), Martin Down (1, Nov. 11th and l3th),
Upper Clatford (2, Nov. 14th) and Southampton Airport area(2, Nov. 27th/
Dec. 3lst). Single birds on one date only at one coastal and ten inland sites -
presumably mostly migrants.

3 corpses were reported, at Salterns Marsh on Apr. 2lst (the latest early
year date in the Lymington/Hurst arca), at Lasham Airfield on May 5th (long
dead) and at Paulsgrove-Reclamation on Nov. l8th (an M27 casualty).
l981: l, Lasham dirfield, Dec. 8th;2. Ashley Walk, Dec. 31st.

B Nightjar Caprimulgus europdeus
The first were at Longmoor Inclosure and Botley Wood onMay llth. Away
from the New Forest, for which few records were received, churring males/
pairs were reported as shown below.

Bramshill
Bramshill Common
Bramshott Comrnon
Brick sbury/Beaco n
Broxhead Common
Eelmoor
Kingsley Common
Longmoor lnclosure
Ludshott Common
Velmead Common
Woohrer
Yateley Common

The indications are that I 982 was possibly a better season than the survey
year of 1981;at two major N. E. sites covered ful1y in both years inoreases
were noted 20 at Woolmer (in an area holding 17 in 1981) and 1l at
Bramshill (9 in 1981).

Of note was a migrant on the coast at Lisie Court Lagoon (Lymington) on
Aug. 31st but the latest was in a breeding area at Hinchelsea Moor on Sept.
1 5th.

C Swift Apus apus
I was at Titchfield Haven on Apr.21st and 2 were at Fleet Pond the next
day. Further arrivais were noted at ten sites between 25th and 30th but the
main passage at coastal sites occurred between May 3rd and 12th.

Mid-summer gatherings included 750 feeding at Titchfield llaven on the
evening of June 13th (the largest gathering yet recorded there) and 500
feeding over barley at Crondall in dul1 weather on July 19th.

Emigration was under way by late July, the largest movements reported
being of 100 SW high over Farlington Marshes on Aug. 2nd and 1 18 W over
Sinah G. P. in 30 minutes on the evening of Aug. 1Oth. There were fourteen
Sept. sightings of single birds up to I 5th (ten of them on 5th/6th), then 3 W
over Milton Reclamation on 21st, I at Sinah G. P. on 22nd and the last inland
at Upper Clatford on 28th.

B Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
In Jan./Mar. recorded at nine inland and fourteen coastal sites (mostly in
Jan.). This compares with twenty-three inland and seven coastal sites during
rnild weather a year eariier. A11 reports were of 112 apart from 3 at Dibden
Bay on Jan.9th and 24th and 3 at Fleet Pond on Mar. 9th.

Breeding was suspected or proved* at the following localities: Ellingham
G. P.*, near Fieet Pond*, near Frensham Outlet Pond*, Harbridge, Langstone
Mi1l, Longwater Lawn (River Beaulieu), Nursling Mill*, Potbridge, Shawford*,
f imsbury, Winchester Water Meadows and Yateley G. P.* Single birds were
seen at a further fifteen sites in sumlner but several observers reported absence

1i
3+
I
7+
1

1

2
t2
4
2

20
2+

5+
3+
2
I
1

2
1

-1

2

Ampfield Wood
Baddesley Coirmon
Botley Wood
Creech Walk
Farley Mount
[{avant Thicket
Kingsmead
Martin Down
West Walk
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from traditional sites following the severe winter.
Returns to coastal localities were noted from July 17th onwards and sub-

sequentiy there were reports of l/2 birds from twenty-eight inland and ten
coastal sites to the year's end (cf. early year).-fhis species is the subject of a HOS breeding survey in 1984-86 and thus
all 1983 surnmer records are required.

A Hoopoe Upupa epops
1, along the old railway track at West Hayling, Apr. 5th (JMW). 1, Andlers
Ash Farm (Liss), Oct. 3rd (P'lw et al).

A Wryneck
A poor year with only three reported:
26th (VMP), at Weston (Southampton)
at Locks Heath on Sept. 15th (TMM).

Jynx tortluilla
in a garden at Stubbington on Apr.

on July 28th (DBF) and in a garden

C Green ltoodpeckerf Picus viridis
1 flew strongly from Needs Oar Point towards the Isle of Wight on Jan. 3rd.

D Great Spotted Woodpecker$ I Dendrocopos maior

B Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor
Recorded in Apr./July at seventeen New Forest sites but breeding only
proved at Brockenhurst Woods. Other reports (* = breeding proved) were
from Botley Wood, Brambridge, Conford, Dogmersfield Lake, Drivetts Copse
(Purbrook), near Emer Bog, Fleet Pond, Frensham Outlet Pond, Guillemont
Fields (Farnborough), Hazeley Heath, Humbers Wood (Kings Somborne),
Kimbridge, Leigh Park, Lower Test Marshes, Ower, Park Corner Farm,
Petersfield, Ramsdell, Regents Park (Southampton), Southampton Common
(2dd), Springhead (Greywell), Squabb Wood, Stratfield Saye, Swaythling,
Tatchbury Mount*, Tundry Pond (2 prs.), Wellington C. P.*, Wellow, Widley,
Winchester, Yateley G. P. (2dd) and Yew Tree Copse (Broadlands).

In Jan./Mar. and Aug./Dec. recorded at thirty-one additional sites including
I at Northfields Farm on Feb. 1st, the first ever there, and I at Dibden Bay
on Aug. 28th, the only sighting from the coast during the whole year.

B Woodlark Lullula arborea
The severe weather on Jan. 9th/lOth produced a small mbvement. Records
came from Bidden Water (Greywell) (2, Jan. 9thllOth), Hill Head (2 W, Jan.
9th; 1 , Jan. l0th), Liss ( 1 , Jan. 9th), Marwell Zoo (l at a bird table, Jan. 9th/
12th) and Pennington Marshes (3 inside sea-wall, Jan. 9th, these leaving
south towards the Isle of Wight). None was recorded at breeding sites until
Jan. 3 1st.

Breeding numbers were clearly adversely affected by the severe winter. In
the N. E. a total of 28 pairs/singing males was located at twelve sites which
held 55 pairs/singing males in 1981, a reduction of 49%. New Forest records
involved only 15 pairs/singing males but coverage was poor in this area. Only
3 pairs were found in the tree and shrub nurseries which held 11 in 1981, the
reduction being attributable to poor coverage and the hard weather. Else-
where single singing males were heard at Rowland's Castle on Apr. 3rd and
near Winchester on Apr. 1 1th.

Maximum post breeding gatherings were 9 on a New Forest common on
Aug. 22nd and 16 at a N. E. locality the next day. None was seen at breeding
sites after Oct. 3rd. Other late year records were of 1 SE at Wellington C. P.
on Oct. 1st, l0 with Skylarks on plough at Pencroft Farm (Crondall) on Nov.
8th, 3 at Liss on Nov. I 3th and 3 N at Liphook on Nov. 1 8th.
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C Skylarkt Alauda arvensis
The cold weather of early Jan. resulted in an exodus from the county. Between
8th and 11th a total of 2497 was recorded moving at eight inland and three
coastal sites, mostly in a S/SW direction. Peak counts were 500 SW at South
Warnborough and 500 SE at Titchfield Haven on 9th and 800 W in two hours
there the next day. This period also produced eight flocks exceeding 100,
the largest 640 at North Hayling on 6thandca. 1000 at Weston Lane (Nursling)
on 8th. Between llth and 16th few were recorded, the only notable flock
being of 100 on ice-free sludge beds at Camp Farm S. F. on l4th.Thethaw
from lTth onwards produced a small retum movement (e.9.30 NE at
Woolmer in an hour on 17th) and five flocks exceeding 100, the maxima
400 at Hamble on 22nd and 450 at North Hayling on 27th. Subsequently
the only flocks of 100* were in Oct. (1), Nov. (3) and Dec. (3), none
exceeding 150.

Autumn passage was evident between Oct. 3rd/Dec. lst with a total of
569 reported moving mostly between SE/W at seven sites, peak counts 4l
W/SW at Park Corner Farm on Oct. 9th, 56 W at Fort Purbrook on Oct. 15th,
36 S at West Hayling on Oct. l6th and 70 NW at Farlington Marshes on Oct.
23rd.
C Sand Martin $ Riparia riparia
Three were at Fleet Pond on Mar. 13th but the next was not until Mar.22nd
at Titchfield Haven. 18 were at Fleet Pond by 29thand 20 at Bishopsioke on
31st but Mar. birds were only noted at four other sites (cI l98l HBR).
Subsequently the largest spring gatherings were at Titchfield Haven (max. 120
roosting, Apr. 10th), Fleet Pond (max. 350, Apr. 13th and counts of 110/
280 on five other dates between Apr. Sth/May 4th), Bishopstoke (100+,
Apr. l8th) and Heath Pond (Petersfield) (100, May Sth).

Numbers of occupied nest holes were as follows: Bramshill R. T., O;
Ellingham Lake, ca.20; Holmsley Ridge G. P., 1;Hogmoor S. P. (Bordon),
30+; Kingsley S. P., 230; Potbridge S. P., 10;Rockford S. P., a few;Sleaford
S. P., 100+;Steep S. P., 15;Woolmer,22. Al. suchrecordsarerequired.

Records of autumn roosts included maxima of 160 at Titchfield Haven on
July 6th and 425 at Fleet Pond on JlIy 22nd,200 roosting on roofs at
Southampton Airport on Aug. 2lst and 500+ in maize at Timsbury on Aug.
2lst with 400+ still there on Sept.4th. Apart from 400+ at Bishopstokeon
Aug. 13th other counts were small. There were six Oct. records with the last
2 at Farlington Marshes on 9th.
C Swallow $t
The first was at Bishopstoke on Mar. 31st withrecords following from seven
other sites between Apr. 2ndl4th. The main arrival occurred between May
l}tt.l l2th with 189 in from the south at Hill Head'on 1Oth, 200+ in off the
sea at Hurst on 11th and very large numbers arriving there all day on l2th.

Autumn roost numbers were generally very low. At Milton Reclamation
(Porstmouth) there were 800 on Sept. 6th and 500 on three other dates up to
21st. However at Titchfield Haven the only count to exceed 100 was of 500
on Sept. l6th and at Fleet Pond numbers did not reach three figures.200
roosted in maize at Timsbury on Sept. 4th. Numbers reported moving were
also low the maxima being 200 S in an hour at Widley on Sept. 3Oth and 200
S at Timsbury on Oct.2nd. There were four Nov. records up to l5th, then
singles at South Hayling on 22nd, Calshot on 24th, IBM Lake (Cosham) on
29thand Titchfield Haven on Dec. 1st.

C House Martin Delichon urbica
2 flew north at Springhead on Apr. 3rd to be followed by "firsts" at ten
other sites up to lOth, including 20 at Ovington on 8th. Apart from 100+in
off the sea at Hurst on May I lth no spring record involved more than 27

[Iirundct rustica
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birds.
Considerable autumn movement was recorded, e.g. 446 W in 20 minutes at

Titchfield Haven on Sept. 14th,2000 E in two hours at Portsdown Hill on
Sept. 22nd, 1000+ S there in one hour on Sept. 3Oth and 600+ S at Timsbury
on Oct. 2nd (cf. Swallow). There were nine Nov. records up to 17th then
singles at Drayton (Portsmouth) on 22nd, Woolston on 26th, Stokes Bay
(Gosport) on Dec. 1st and Beaulieu Mili Pond on Dec. 22nd.

A Tawny Pipit Anthus camqestris
1 juvenile, Sinah Common (Hayling), Oct. 9th (JMW). Accepted by British
Birds.

C Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis
The first were at Portsdown and Denny Wood on Apr. 3rd and at four sites
the next day. Birds were widespread by Apr. 12th. Away from breeding
localities spring passage records involved a total of 2 1 birds at five inland and
two coastal sites between Apr. 4th/May 10th.

Survey work in the New Forest showed the species to be breeding every-
where with young birch woodland, the total population being no higher than
300 pairs (GCE). Elsewhere the only notable counts were of 9 pairs at Amp-
field Wood and 10 at Botley Wood/Ridge Copse/Whiteley Pastures.

In autumn visible migration was noted at ten inlanil and five coastal sites
with a total of 118 mostly S/SW between Aug. 2nd/Sept. 18th. Peakcounts
were 9 SW over Nursling on Aug. 21st and 7 SW over Regents Park on Aug.
23rd and 27th.ln addition a"fali'of 23 was noted at Bramshili on Aug. 27th.
The last was I heard at Keyhaven on Sept. I 8th.

C Meadow Pipit$t Anthus Pratensis
The only flocks to exceed 50 in the early year were of ca. 100 at Monxton on
Jan. 7th and 150 at Camp Farrn S. F'. on Jan. 14th.

Spring passage was noted between Mar. 8th/Apr. 11th, the largest move-
ments being on Mar. 27th when 124 flew N at West llayling and 100-l- N at
Acres Down (New Forest). At Camp Farm S. F'. 110+ roosted on Apr.2nd
and 100 on Apr. 4th but other flocks on the ground did not exceed 55.
Autumn passage was detected between Sept. 15th/Nov. 14th, peak numbers
being 200, Purbrook Heath, Sept. 2lstl22nd;140 + 70 S, Portsdown Hi11,

Sept.22nd;85 S, Park Corner Farm, Sept.23rd;18'7 N/NW, Portsdown Hi1l,
Sept. 30th; "hundreds" S, Harnble Common, Oct. lst; large numbers at
Pennington, Oct. 3rd/6th, irax. 300+ on 4th; 90 E/SW, Old WinchesterHill,
Oct. 9th; 150+, Dibden Bay, Oct. l'lth;98 W, South Hayling, Oct. 25th.

Flocks in Nov./Dec. did not exceed 7l apart from 150 Camp Farm S. F.
on Nov. 28th which left north to roost, 100+ there on Dec. 30th and 130 at
Dibden Bay on Dec. 1 I th.

B Rock Pipit Anthus spinoletta petrosus
Recorded at seven coastal sites up to Apr. 2nd with counts exceeding 3 only
at Warsash (max. 10, Feb. lOth but none during the severe weather), Eling
Great Marsh (max. 10, Feb. 27th) and Pennington (max. 10, Feb. l2th).

At least 3 pairs bred at Hurst Castle. 8 at Pennington on Aug. 3lst were
possibly these birds dispersing. Then recorded from Oct. 9th at nine coastal
iites with counts exceeding 3 only at West Hayling Oyster Beds (max. 5+,
Oct. 30th), Warsash (3, Nov. 10th, increasing to 22+, Nov. 13th, the highest
there for many years; 16, Dec. 30th), Eling Great Marsh (max. 10, Dec.4th)
and Pennington (max. 12, Oct. 30th). Also 1 inland at Bighton Lane C. B.
(Alresford) on Oct. 9th.
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B Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta spinoletta
Recorded up to Apr. 21st (1, Camp Farm S. F.) from Bighton Lane C. B.
(2,Ian.24th), Camp Farm S. F. (max. 5, Jan. 22nd), Dibden Bay (max. 7+,
Jan. lst), Eastleigh S. F. (2, Mar. 28th), Eling Great Marsh (1, Jan. lgth and
31st), Headbourne Worthy C. B. (2. Jan.6th), Langstone Ilarbour (1, Jan.
lJth), l-"p. (1, Jan. lst), River Avon at Ringwood (11114, Mar.20th; '7,

Mar. 28th;1, Ap..3rd), Romsey S. Ir. (i, Feb. 12thlMar.24th) and Shepherd
Springs(1,Jan.16th).

Then from Oct.27th (1, Carnp Farm S. F.) at Allbrook (1, Oct.30th),
Bighton C. B. (max. 9, Nov. 27th), Camp Farm S. F. (max. 4, Dec. 30th),
Dibden Bay (max. 10, Dec. 28th) and Winnall ( 1, Dec. 12th).

This species was much under-recorded in 1982 with only occasional re-
ports for some regular haunts and none for others, e.g- Lower Test Marshes.
l98l: 6, Headbourne Worthy C. B., Dec. 28th.

B Yellow l{agtail$ Motacilla flava
The first were an early male at Bidden Grange (Greywell) on Mar. 25th and
singies at Wellington C. P. on Apr. 3rd and Farlington Marshes on 4th.
Records followed for nine sites between 9th/1 1th. Passage continued at non-
breeding sites until May 13th, half-monthly totals being shown below.

Mar 16-31
I

Apr 1-15
15

Apr 16 30
45

May 1-15
l7

The only count above 4 was of 7 at South Hayling on Apr. 22nd. The peak
count at Farlington Marshes (not included above as presumably mostly
breeders) was 32 on Apr. 28th.

Coverage during the breeding season was better than for
Counts of pairs/singing males are shown below.

Avon Causeway/Avon Tyrrell 8
Bishopstoke/Mansbridge 2
Blashlbrd/Bickton 18

Faivley Oil Refinery
Langstone Harbour Islands 3
North Warnborough 1

Paulsgrove Reclamation 2+
Ringwood 4
Western Docks (Southamptor-r) 1+

many years.

10

1

9
15

These counts show the species' strongholds in the county - in Langstone
Harbour, on coastal reclaimed land and in the Avon Valley. It is now virtually
absent from the Test and Itchen Valleys and other areas.

1 was at Pennington on July 17th and 2 flew north atWalthamChaseon
July 28th but the main passage was from Aug. 10th. Half-monthly totals (not
including roosts) are shown below.

Aug 1-15 Aug 16-31 Sept 1,15 Sept 16-30 Oct l-156 302 298 42 26
Maxima at localities with counts exceeding 20 were 1,27+,Keyhaven, Aug.

28th; 28, Hayling Island, Aug. 28th; 32+, Blashford, Aug. 29th; 20+. New-
!o-wn, S-ep-t. 11th; 58, Portsdown Hill, Sept. 12th; 100, Bishopstoke, Sept.
l3th;22, Petersfield, Sept. 13th.

Reed bed roosts were reported at Farlington Marshes (peaks 70, July 28th;
1?9, 4"g. 25th; 100, Sept. 11th;45, Oct. 2nd), Milton Rectamaiion-(peaks
!i9, !.pt. 6th; 60, Sept. 19th) and Titchfield Haven (peaks 220, Aug.25th;
270, Sept.5th).

The last were singles at Farlington Marshes on Oct. l8th -rnd 27th.
Males showing the characteristics of races other than flavissima were

r_eported as follows: flava: l, Farlington Marshes, Apr. 30th; l, Fawley, June
Qt\ 2, Farlington Marshes, Aug. 3lst; beema: 1, Eling Great Mars6, Apr.
24th and May 8th.

Burgate
Dibden Bay
Frrlington Marshes

B Grey Wagtail$ t
No count exceeded 5 in the first winter period.
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48 breeding pairs were located in the New Forest (65 in 1981) distributed
as follows: Avon River, 2;Bartley Water, 4; Beaulieu River, 6; Cadnam River,
I ; Lymington River, 27; N. W. streams, 8 (TGH). A11 pairs were within the
New Forest perambulation and coverage was similar to 1981;presumably the
significant decrease can be attributed to the previous severe winter. Elsewhere
a total of 43 pairs/singing males was reported as follows (* = breeding
proved).

Alresford C. B. 1 Langstone Mill Stream l x
Bedhampton Stream I Liss (R. Rother) 1+
Bickton 1 x Longwater Bridge (Funtley) i
Bishopstoke 5 * Mapledurwell C. B. 1

Broughton 1* MattingleY 1 *
Candover Stream 1 Northington 1

Coldrey Lake (Bentley) 1 Regents Park (Southampton) I
Damerham C. B. 1 RiseleY Mill I
Elvetham 1 RomseY Mill 1

near lrleet Pond I * Sheet (R. Ilother) 1 *
Frensham Outlet Pond 1 * Sherfield-on-Loddon 1 x

Greywell Water Works 1 Southwick 1

Hartley Wespall (ll. Lyde) 1* Stratfield Saye 1

Headley Park 1* Twyford 2+*
Hill Side 1 Waggoners Wells 1

Houghton 1+ Warnford 1 *
IBM Stream (Havant) 2 Wellington C. P. I *
Isington (R. Wey) I YateleY G. P. 2*

Pairs were absent from at le ast twelve sites where reported in 1 9 8 1 .

More evidence of autumn passage than ever before, with 64 birds reported
moving or at non-breeding coastal iocalities between Aug. 19th/Nov. 13th-
The majority (46) were in Sept. with a maximum of 8 (including 3 W) in the
Pennington area on Sept. 28th. Other records for Sept'/Dec. were of 1/5

apart irom T at Camphouse Farm (R. Wallington) on Sept.9th and 6 at
Bighton Lane C.B. on Oct. 9th.

All summer records of this species are required as it is the subject of an
HOS breeding survey in 1984 86.

B Pied Wagtail$ t
The records submitted ate summarised below.

Mo ta cilla alba yarrelli

Totai ol flocks
Localities
Total of roosts
Localities
Total of movements
Localities

The peak passage period was suggested by 19 W in an hour at South
Hayling on Oct. 3rd and 20 W at Gilkicker Point on Oct. 9th.

A White Wagtail Motacilkt alba alba
Recorded from the following localities: Farlington Marshes (16+ birds, Apr.
4thl31th, max. 5 on I 1th, 12th and 24th), Park Corner Farm ( 1, Apr. 6th),
Fleet Pond (1, Apr. l0th/11th), Needs Oar Point (1, Apr. llth), Titchfield
Haven (1, Apr. 13th), Calshot (1, Apr. lSth;2, Apr. 25th), Camp Farm S. F.
( l, Apr. 21st), Hurst Beach (2, Apr.24th), Dibden Bay (4, May 6th), Fritham
( 1, May 8th) and Keyhaven Marsh ( I , May 9th).

A Waxwing BombYcilla garrulus
3left west from a hawthorn hedge at Titchfield Haven on Jan' 1Oth(SB).2
were seen in a Totton garden on Feb. 25th (TA) and 4 nearby on 21th (GEL).

JJASOND0 20 68 87 440 230 90
-1t25320 0 40 80 360 743 8'12

11365
0 0 0158'7 0 0
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C Wrent
20 roosted in a nest box
weather.
D Dunnock$f
D Robint
B Nightingale
The first were 2 singing males at Botley Wood on
arrivals were detected until Apr. 20th when birds
stone Down, Martin Down and Timsbury.

112 singing males were reported at thirty-seven widespread localities.
Selected counts were Ampfield Wood,8+; Botley Wood/Ridge Copse/Whiteley
Pasture, 30 (16 in 1981); Goodworth Clatford area,5; Hartley Wood, 3 (5 in
1981); Martin Down CBC, 9 (16 in l98l);West Wood/Crab Wood, 7 (5 in
r981).

Autumn migrants recorded were 3 juveniles trapped at Western Docks
(Southampton) between Aug.4th/8th, 1 at Dibden Bay on Aug. l4thand I
at Sinah Common on Sept. 19th.
B Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
By far the best year ever with a minimum of 88 birds reported. Monthly
totals are shown below.

MAM
330
100

Note that most long stay wintering birds in Jan.,Feb. and Dec. were on the
coast whilst spring passage birds (Mar. 19th/Apr. 8th) were largely inland.
Autumn passage from Oct. 22nd was exceptional. All records were of l12
apart from 3 at Kench (Hayling) on Oct. 31st, 5 at Dean Hill on Nov. 2nd and
3 at Southsea Castle on Nov. l3th.
B Redstart Pho enicurus p ho enicurus
Early females were at New Milton on Mar. 27th, Bishop's Dyke the next day
and Farnborough Airfield on Apr. 1st. The next were 3 males at Eyeworth
Wood on Apr.9th and singles at three other sites on llth/l2th. Spring
passage at non-breeding localities involved a total of 28 birds at nine inland
and four coastal sites between Apr. I lth/May l4th. Al1 records were of l/3
apart from 5 at Hayling Island on Apr. 29th.

In the New Forest there were l9 occupied territories in'the CBC area near
Fritham (14 in 1981). Further work in SU2 I showed numbers similar to
l98l when 400 pairs were estimated but fewer in SU20 where there is less
suitable habitat. Other records submitted involved at least 120 pairs/singing
males with the total population probably of the order of 1000 pairs (GCE).

On the N. E. heaths counts of pairs/singing males were as follows: Brams-
hill, I ; Bricksbury Hill, several; Eversley Common Wood, I ; Longmoor
Inclosure, 5+; Minley, I ; Waggoners Wells, 5+; Woolmer, 9. Other breeding
records involved single pairs breeding at Humbers Wood (Kings Somborne)
and in a pile of logs at a Long Sutton farm.

Autumn passage was evident from July 2nd onwards with a minimum of
109 birds recorded. Half-monthly totals are shown below.

July 1-15 July 16*31 Aug 1-15 Aug 16-31 Sept 1-15 Sept l6-30 Oct 1-15
4223644138

Highest counts were at Dean Hill (max. 6, Aug. 25th), Old Winchester Hill
(peaks 16, Aug. 29th;8, Sept.4th;14, Sept. 12th) and Farlington Marshes
(max.5, Sept. llth). The last were singles at Long Sutton onOct. l8thand
at Cosham on Oct. 21st.

T'ro glo dyt es troglody t es
at Over Wallop on Jan. 1lth ciuring the severe

hunella maduhris
Erithacus rubeculn

Luscinia megarhynchos
Apr. 9th but no further
wert' prcsent at Abbol-

Inland sites
Coastal sites

JF-
10
43

J J A S O ND
0 0 0 0 419 1

0 0 0 0 10 26 13
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B \{hinchat Saxicola rubetra
The first was amale at Camp Farm S. F'. on Apr. 21st. Spring passage involved
a further 34 birds at fifteen inland and five coastal sites up to May l7th. All
records were of l12 apart from 5 near Nursling Church on May 6th and 3 at
Camp Farm S. F. the next day.

New Forest breedir.rg records involved 14 pairs/singing males at eight sites,
mostly in the N. W. At least 9 pairs bred successfully.

Early autumn migrants were 3 (pr. + juv.) at Martin Down on July 3rdi
4th (possibly a local breeding pair),2 at Sinah G. P. on July 8th and 1 at
Crondall on Aug. 1st. Tlie main passage was from Aug. 8th/Oct.23rd. Half-
monthly totals are shown below.

Aug i 15 Aug 16 31 Sept 1- 15 Sept 16 30 Oct 1 15 Oct 16 30
L4 t20 140 52 249

Not all records submitted could be used in compiling the above totals as
they did not list individual counts. Counts in excess of B were 10, Park
Corner Farm, Aug. 24th; l0 Farlington Marshes, Aug. 26th; 9, Bishopstoke,
Aug 31st and Sept. 1lth; 28+, Hayling Island, Sept. l}th;22, Portsdown
Fliil, Sept. 12th;11, Farlington Marshes, Sept. 12th and 12 there, Sept.
25th. The last were singles at Farlington Marshes on Oct.26th and North-
fields Farm on Nov. 2nd.
B Stonechat
Monthly totals at inland

Inland sites
Coastal sites

None was reported from New Forest and N. E. heaths during the severe
Jan. weather, the first returns being on Feb. 13th (at AshleyWalk) and Feb.
24th (at Bricksbury Hill) respectively. By contrast there were records in
Dec. of 16 birds at nine New Forest sites (mostly in the S. E.) and 11 birds
at three N. E. sites.

Breeding numbers in the New Forest were apparently unaffected by the
severe winter. Amongst records submitted were the following counts of pairs/
singing males: Bramshaw Commons, I 1; Millersford Bottom/Ashley Walk,
l0; other areas north and west of A3l, 43+; Beaulieu Heath East, 17;
Beaulieu Heath West, 20; Bishop's Dyke/Denny Lodge area,20.

In the N. E., sites covered fully in 1981 and 1982 showed a reduction
from 33 to 23 pairs -30V.".In particular, territories in marginal habitats were
not occupied, e.g. none returned to the Blackwater Valley gravel pits where
there were 7 pairs in 1981 (3 on the Surrey side ofthe border). Counts of
pairs/singing males were as follows: Blackbushe/Yateley Common, 6; Black-
moor G. C., 1; Bramshill Common, I ; Bramshott Common, l+; Bricksbury/
Beacon Hil1, 4+; Hazeley Heath, 1 ; Longmoor Inclosure, 5; Ludshott Common,
4; Velmead Common (Fleet), 1; The Warren (Oakhanger), 1;Woolmer, 10.
Other reports of breeding came from Baddesley Common (3 prs.), Martin
Down (1+ prs.), Portsdown Hill (2 prs.) and Sinah Common (l pr.). Birds
were absent from some other coastal and downland sites occupied in reoent
years.
B Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
The first were at Baddesley Common on Mar. 12th and at Farlington Marshes
from l3th/l8th. Birds were widespread by 27th when there was a consider-
able influx. Spring passage, which again showed two peaks, continued until
May 3Oth (1, Paulsgrove Reclamation). Half monthly totals are shown below.

Mar 1-'15 Mar 16-31 Apr 1-15 Apr 16 30 May 1 15 May 16-31
2 65 105 84 t'19 9

Counts in excess of 10 were: 11, Farlington Marshes, Mar. 27th; 16,
Hayling Island, Mar. 27th;1 I , Hurst/Keyhaven, Mar. 27th;1 9, South Hayling,

Saxicola torquata
non-bleeding and coastal sites are shown be1ow.
J}]MAMJJASOND
5 I 2 I 0 1 4 11 15 '.l 6 6

2684822408113015
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Apr. 2nd; 31, Hayling Island, Apr.29th; l1/18, Blackbushe Airtield, May
Sttll6th; ll, Farnborough Airfield, May 7th;45, Dibden Bay, May 7th and
l5+ there, May 10th.

During the breeding season at least l2 pairs/singing males were present at
seven New Forest sites. 9 pairs are known to have raised young. For the
second consecutive year a pair bred successfully at Dibden Bay.

A male was at Keyhaven on July 17th but the main autumn passage lasted
from July 25th/Oct. 30th. Half monthly totals are shown below.

Jul 16-31 Aug 1-15 Aug 16 3l Sept l-15 Sept 16 30 Oct 1-15 Oct l6-31
t2 3 3 144 93 185 5'7 2l

The largest numbers were recorded at Farlington Marshes (peaks 1 I, Aug.
l7th;12, Atg. 26th;12, Sept. 25th; 17, Sept. 30th) and Hayling Island
(peakr; 21122, Aug.21thl28th;14, Sept. 25th; 31, Sept. 30th; 14, Oct. 3rd).
Other notable counts were 10, Pencroft Farm (Crondall), Aug. 23rd; lO,
Calshot/Fawley, Aug. 3Oth; 33, Portsdown Hil1, Sept. 14th; I l, Dibden Bay,
Sept. 17th; 16, Fawley Down (Winchester), Sept. 26th; 14, Keyhaven/
Pennington, Sept. 28th.

There were 4 later individuals, at North Hayling Shore on Nov. 2nd,
Farlington Marshes from Nov. 2ndll3th, Pennington Marsh from Nov. 8th/
14th and Southsea Castle from Dec. 1Oth/15th (JM, ACS), the latest ever
for the county.
A Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus
A poor year, the only records coming from central Southampton (a pair,
Apr.4th - per DRB) and Old Winchester Hill (1, Sept. 5th andTth;1,Oct.
24th;3, Oct.3lst - JBn, KWM, MJWH).

C Blackbird$ t furdus merula
Notable counts included 60+, Stockbridge S. F., Jan. 12th; 50+, Bishop-
stoke, Nov. 7th and 106 there, Nov. 27th; 79, Lower Test Marshes, Nov.
29th;117, Titchfield Haven, Dec. 23rd.

A nest containing four eggs was found in a Christmas tree in Bargate
(Southampton) on Jan. 6th. It was destroyed when the tree was taken down.
Three partial albinos were reported at Overton, Widley and Woolston.

B Fieldfare$ Turdus pilaris
Approximate monthly totals of flocks on the ground are shown below.

JFMA
5250 6820 4520 2120

OND
95 2700 3100

Very large numbers were present in early Jan., e.g. 430 at Titchfield
Haven and 950 at Crondall on 4th. Heavy snow on Jan. 8th/gth produced
a considerable movement on the coast with a total of 1262 moving SE/W at
four sites. Also large numbers moved into gardens with fallen apples and
parks with berry-bearing shrubs, e.g. 160 in an East Cosham garden on 1Oth
and "vast numbers" at Woolston the next day. Most had moved on by 15th.
The thaw brought a return later in the month (rnax. 300, Potbridge, Jan.
26th) but it was not until Feb. that large numbers reappeared. The biggest
flocks were at Park Corner Farm (max. 1000, Feb. 6th), Bickton (400, Feb.
6th), Barleywood Farm (West Worldham) (max. 354, Feb. 8th), Hursley
Forest (1000, Feb. 22nd) and Sherfield-on-Loddon (max.400, Feb. 23rd).
Numbers remained high during Mar., peak counts berngT20 at Park Corner
Farm on 4th,440 near Romsey on 14th and 500 at Martin Dolvn on 20th.
Apr. saw a considerable reduction although 500 were at Crondall on 6th.
By the end of the month the Sherfield/Hartley Wespall area was the only
one to hold any numbers of note, with 200 there on Apr. 28th, 130+ on May
1st,70+ the next day and I until 4th. Other May records were of 11 at Avon
Causeway on 1st, 9 near Hazeley on 2nd and single birds at Barton Stacey

MJJAS
1530000
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and Calthorpe(Fleet) on 3rd and flying NE at Park Corner Farm on 4th.
'I'he first returns were 8 W over Park Corner Farm on Oct. lOth but apart

from 7 at Petersfield on Oct. 15th no more were seen until 24thl25th when a
widespread arrival occurred. Another influx was apparent in mid-Nov., with
830 coming into roost at Ashley Walk on 14th and several small movements
at other sites. Subsequently the only counts to exceed 200 were of 206 at
Titchfield Haven on Dec. 6th, 250 roosting at Woolmer on Dec. 20th, 300 at
Weston (Southampton) on Dec. 29th and 252 in the Wickham area and 220
at Newnham (Basingstoke) the next day.

C Song Thrush$f Turdus philomelos
A few were noted moving in Jan., Oct. and Nov., the highest count being of
I I W in two hours at Sinah Common on Nov. 13th.

B Redwing Turdus iliacus
Approximately monthly totals of flocks on the ground are shown below.

JFMA
3920 2150 1690 16

MJJASO
0 0 0 0 0 s80

ND
2060 4A40

Good numbers were present in early Jan. (max. 1200 at Crondall on 4th
but no other count exceeding 330). Considerable movement occurred between
8th and lOth, e.g. 150 W at Normandy Marsh on 8th,401 W there on 9th and
300 W at Titchfield Haven on 10th. Some birds moved into gardens but
generally very few were present over the next few days. The thaw resulted
in a return but numbers were unexceptional, no flook in iate Jan. or Feb. ex-
ceeding 250. Considerabie passage was evident in mid-Mar., e.g. a build-up to
450 at Park Corner Farm on 12th, flocks of 100/150 at five other localities
at this time and small diurnal and nocturnal movements. As usual few re-
mained in Apr" with the last on l lth apart from singles at Hazeley Lea on
18th and Marwell Zoo until 29th.

The first returns were 24 N at Wellington C. P. on Oct.7th. Although
numbers on the ground were fairly low in Oct. considerable movement took
place between 8th/1Oth (max. 500 SW at South Warnborough on 1Oth) and
24thl26th (rnax. 380 SW at Fleet Pond on 25th). Nocturnal movernents were
noted on rnost intervening dates and almost daily in Nov. Largest flocks on
the ground were 450 at Pitts WoodlAshley Walk on Nov. 14th and 300 at
Dean Hill on Nov. 25th. Some passage continued in Dec. and large numbers
were present on the ground. Flocks of 100/200 were present at seven sites
and larger gatherings were of 400at}{owenBushes (New Forest) on 5th,450
at Bishopstoke on 13th,900 in the Bramshaw area on l8th and 370 at
Wellow on 27th.

C Mistle Thrushf Turdus viscivorus
Monthly totals of flocks exceeding 10 reported and the number of localities
involved are shown be1ow.

JASONT)
1s2 318 183 40 0 0

s 10 3 1 0 0
Totals
Localities

JF'MAMJ
4900000
200000

Those flocks to exceerl 50 were of 70+ at Stratfield Saye on Sept. 12th
and 65 at Clibraltar Barracks (Minley) on Sept. 30th.

B Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti
Coverage was better than in 1981 and a total of 22 pairs/singing males was
locatecl as follows: Avon Vailey, 9 at five sites; Lymington, 1; Lower Test
Marshes, 1;near Romsey, l; Itchen Valley, 7 at five sites;Titchfield I{aven,
3. Despite the severe winter these ttata show a considerable increase on the
estimated 1981 population of 15 pairs/singing males.
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Birds were recorded throughout the year at several of these sites and addi-
tionally I was singing at Dibden Bay on Aug. 23rd and I was at Springhead
on Nov. 25th and Dec. 20th.

B Grasshopper'Warbler Locustella naeyia
The first were singing males near Mottisfont on Apr. 8th and at Titchlield
Haven the next day. Birds were noted at three other sites between I I th/1 5th
but the main arrival was in late Apr.learly May.

Numbers of pairs/singing males in suitable breeding habitat (see below)
were 1ow at 3'1 (49 in 1981). A1l such records are required.

Baddesley (lommon
tsishopstoke
Bonharns (Wickham)
Botley Wood area
Bramshill C'ommon
Easton (R. Itchen)
Exton ([1. Meon)
Gaston Copse (S. WarnborL-rugh
Goose Green Inct. (Alice Holt)
Hartley Wood (Oakharnger)

None was recorded after Aug. 2nd apart from 1 trapped at

Highbridge (R. Itchen)
lbsley
Lower Test Marshes
Martin I)owr-r
Nursling
f itchlleld Ilaven
[Jpper Titchtield [Iaven
Winnall
Yateley Cornlnon

4
1

1

2
1

4
2
J
1

Hamble
Common on Oct. 3rd.

C Sedge Warbler$ t A cro ce p ha lus s choe no baenus
First arrivals were noted at Bishopstoke on Apr. 5th, Mottisfont on 8th and
Titchfield Haven on 9th. Birds were widespread by Apr.22nd. Away frorn
CBC areas tlie only notable count of pairs/singing males was 65 at Bishop-
stoke (72 in 1S8l ).

Numbers were 1ow on auturnn passage (e"g. only 132 trappetl at I-ower
Test Marshes, where there were no aphids in the reeds) and the last were:
singles at Flamble Common and Southampton Container Berth on Oct. 3rd.

C Reed Warbler$t A cro ce phalus s cir pa ceus
An early bird was located at Titchfield Haven on Apr. 9th but no further
arrivals were noted until 19th when singles were at Martyr Worthy and Key-
haven. Birds were widespread by the end of the month. Away from CBCs the
only notable breeding season count was of 25 pairs/singing males at Bishop-
stoke (18 in l98l). I singing in a completely dry conifer plantation at
.A,mpfield Wood on May 26th was interesting.

Few were recorded on autumn passage (e.g. only 118 trapped at Lower
Test Marshes). Late records were of 4 birds at three sites on Oct.3rd,2 at
Fleet Pond until Oct. 13th and 1 there on Nov. 4th (TMJD), the second latest
ever for the county.

B Dartford l{arbler Sylvia undata
Records of birds away from breeding sites were 1, Keyhaven Marsh, Jan.
30th;2, Standford (Bordon), late Feb.; l, Warsash, Apr. 2nd Sept. 3Oth and
Nov. 13th; I /2, South Hayling, Nov. 6th/Dec. 3 1st.

The severe weather apparently had little effect on the New Forest popu-
lation (cf Stonechat). Records involved a total of 56 pairs/singing males in
three main areas. Extrapolating this data to cover all areas of suitable habitat
CRT estimated the total population at 250 pairs. In the N. E., where the
snow cover was more extensive, the species was wiped out in all but one area,
where 3 pairs bred successfully on one heath and another did so on a nearby
site not previously known to be occupied.
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B Lesser l{hitethroatf Sylvit cunuca
The first were at Sinah G. P. on Apr.20th, Martin Down on 23rd, Farlington
Marshes on 24th and at four sites the next day. Migrants were conspicuous in
early May, e.g. 6 at Warsash on 10th and 8 at Lower Test Marshes on 1 2th.

ln addition to 12 confirmed territories on CBC plots a totai of 58 pairs/
singing males was reported at 34 sites. Counts exceeding 2 came from Bishop-
stoke/Mansbridge (6), Botley Wood (3), Ellingham/Ivy Lakes (3), Farlington
Marshes (5), Sinah C'ommon/ G. P. (6) and Wellington C-. P. (3). All such
records are required as this species is the subject of a HOS breeding survey in
1984 86.

Autumn numbers reached a peak in late Aug. with 15+ at Dibden Bay on
28th and 8 at Old Winchester Hill the following day. Sightings continued
throughout Sept. and the last weresingles at West Hayling and Old Winchester
Hill on Oct. 3rd, Park Corner Farm on Oct. 6thllth and Southarnpton Con-
tainer Berth on Oct. 31st (LTRtl), the second latest ever for the county.

C Whitethroat$t Sylvin communis
Single males were found at Bishopstoke on Apr. l0th, Titchfield Haven on
l4th, Ampfield on 17th and Norrnandy Marsh on 19th but the main arrival
was from Apr. 2Oth onwards with "firsts" at l6 further sites up to Apr" 25th.

Notable counts of pairs/singing males were Bishopstoke/Mansbridge, 27 :

Botley Wood/Ridge Copse/Whiteley Pastures, 22;Green Lane (Old Netley), 18.
A trickle of rnigrants was recorded in Aug./Sept. with the last at Farling-

ton Marshes on Oct. 2nd and West Hayling on Oct. 3rd.

C Garden Warbler$ t Sylvia borin
Tlie first was an early bird at Crab Wood on Apr. 16th, records following
from a a further seven sites during that ntonth from 20th onrvards. The rnain
arrival was in the first week of May.

Survey work in the New Forest revealed only odd pairs present in planta-
tions with conifers between 2m and 5rn high. T'he total population there was
probably no higher than 200 pairs (LICE).

More conspicuous than usual on autuntn passage, e.g. 18 trapped in an
Ilast Cosham garden between Aug. 3rd/Sept. 23rd (4 in 1981) and a peak ol'
B at Farlingtt)n Marshes on Sept. 1lth.'l'he last were single birds at I:arlington
Marshes on Oct. 2nd anC Boorley Green on Oct. 8th.

B Blackcap$t Sylvia atricapilla
During the severe Jan. weather a total of 44 birds was reported at twenty-
eight wldespreacl sites, the rnaiority at garden bird tables. Many disappeared
with the thaw, Feb. records involving only 12 birds at six sites. Up to Mar.
2}th 14 were noted at six sites but migrants were evident fronr that date with
records from a further seven sites during that rnonth including 6 rnales singing
in an East Cosharn garden on 28th. Arrivals continueLi throughout Apr.

In the New Forest survey work showed the species to be common in deci-
duous woodland with hol1y scrub layer, the population probably excreeding
1 000 pairs (GCE).

Some good counts were made in auturnn, e.g" peaks of 20 at O1d Win-
chester Hill on Sept. 5th ancl at ieast 10 on Hayling Island on Sept. l2th.20
were trapped in an East Cosharn garden between Aug. 1st/Sept. 23rd (11 in
1981).

Only 4 were recorded in Oc:t. but wintering birds were again consplcuous
with 18 at fourteen sites in Nov. and 33 at twentv-seven sites in Dec.

B Wood l{arbler$ Phy llo s co pus sib ila tri x
The earliest arrival was a rnale at Eyeworth Wood on Apr. lTth but the main
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influx occurred in early May. Records of presumed migrants included one at
Dogmersfield Lake and four at Hartley Wood on May 10th.

Breeding season records during the second year of the HOS survey indi-
cated totals of pairs/singing males as follows:

New Forest (including adjacent woodlands) 450
Southampton Common 1 Bramshott Common/Wlggoners Wells 5

Crab Wo6d I Lodge Inclosrre (Alice Uolt) 2

Monkwood 1 Sheephouse Copse (Froyle) 1

Whitehill Chase
Grayshott

Phoehix Green (Hartley Wintney) 1

Wellington C. P. I
Once again negative results were obtained in the N. W. and S. E' of the

county, so these figures confirm the previous estimate of around 500 pairs/
singing males for the total Harrrpshire population (GqE).

-Over 60 nests were recorded and monitored in the New Forest and, as in
1981, the young had fledged from the last ofthese by July 9th. After this
date there were only four sightings in the New Forest up to Sept.2nd. Else-
where there were six records between July 4th and Sept. 4th indicating
dispersalfpassage, all these being in the east of the county. The last recorded
was at Old Winchester Hill on Sept. 4th.
B Chiffchafff Phyllo scopus colly bita
There were very few in the early year (cf. Blackcap), the only records coming
from Dibden Bay (1, Jan.3rd), Paulsgrove Reclamation (1, Jan.3rd) and
Eastleigh S. F. ( 1/3, Jar..2ndl7thl'2,Ian. 16th and 27th; l, Feb. 24th).

I at Timsbury on Mar. 7th was possibly a migrant but the next was not
until Mar. l2th. Only odd birds were noted in the next few days with the
main influx apparent from Mar. 23rd.

Autumn records showed the peak passage to be in Sept., e.g. a peak of 38
at Old Winchester Hill on l2th, but good numbers were still present in Oct.

In contrast to the early year there was a marked influx in Nov./Dec. (cl
Firecrest). In Nov. 26 were found at eighteen sites, all holding ll2 apatt
from 4 at Eastleigh S. F. on 15th. In Dec.49 were present at twenty-eight
sites, all holding l12 apafi from Camp Farm S. F. (3), Dibden Bay (4), East-
leigh S. F. (6) and Titchfield Haven (5).

Birds showing the characteristics of the race P. c. abietinur were trapped
at Lower Test Marshes on Sept. llth and Southampton Container Berth on
Oct. 3rd, whilst one showing the characteristics of P. c. tristis wastrapped at
the Container Berth on Oct. 31st.

C Willow Warbler$f Phylloscopus trochilus
Two early birds were seen and heard at Baddesley Common and Ower on
Mar. 18th but the main arrival was from Mar.2'lth onwards' Large numbers
were noted at several sites between Apr.9thll2th.

In contrast to Chiffchaff the main retum passage was in Aug. with peak
counts of 49 at Old Winchester ltrill on 8th and 40+ at Bishopstoke on 14th.
There were a few Sept. records with the last two singing at Sinah G. P. on
Oct. 9th and one trapped at Southampton Container Berth on Oct. 24th.

Birds showing the characteristics of the race P. t. acredula were trapped
at Otterbourne on Aug. 3rd and Southampton Container Berth on Aug. 28th.

C Goldcrestt Regulus regulus
There were the usual reports of inlluxes in Oct. with some suggestion that
above average numbers remained to winter in the county (cl Chiffchaff and
Firecrest).

A Firecrest Regulus ignicaPillus
Before the breeding season single birds were reported as follows: Titchfield
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Haven, Jan. 16th and Mar. 14th; West Hayling, Mar.27th; Pig Bush (New
Forest), Mar. 28th; Farley Mount, Mar. 31st; Bricksbury Hill, Apr. 15th;
N ursling, May I 5t h.

At Bolderwood (New Forest) singing Firecrests were present from Apr.
5th. However a number of Goldcrests in that area appear to sing Firecrest-
like songs. Thus probably the only satisfactory means of identification is
by sight which is extrcmely difficult in the tall trees of the Arboretum. In
May/June 1982 a dozen or rtore crests were singing Firecrest{ike songs; of
these, three were seen to be Firecrests and two appeared to be Goldcrests (cl
14 singing male Firecrests recorded in 1981, not all of which were seen.) A
more thorough study of the situation in Bolderwood Arboretum would be of
considerable interest.

In other areas of the Forest Goldcrest songs were mostly normal and the
occasional Firecrests could be easily distlnguished. One or two males, including
one displaying to a female Goldcrest for l5 minutes, were present in Islands
Thorns Inclosure ln May/June and one was singing in Eyeworth Wood on
May 19th.

In autumn single birds were seen at Winchester on Sept. 20th and Salterns
Marsh (Pennington) on Oct. 3rd. These were followed by an unprecedented
influx of wintering birds from Oct. 24th onwards. I{ecords came from E,1ing
Churchyard ( 1, Oct. 24th), Bitterne ( I , Oct. 30th), Pitt Wood ( 1, Oct. 31s1),
Sinah G. P./Common (ll2,Oct.3lst/Nov. 20th then 4, Nov.3Othand up to
5 in Dec"), F'arlington Marshes ( l/2, Nov. 7th/Dec. 31st), Spnnghead (Cirey-
well) (1, Nov. 12th),'fitchfield Haven (up to 4, Nov. 14th/l)ec.31st), Alver-
stoke (1, Nov. 16tlt), Fort Fareharn (1, Nr:v. 20th), West Hayling (2, Nov.
20tth then up to 5 in Dec.), Browndowrr (1, Nov.28th), Portsdown Hill (1,
Dec. 3rd and 9th), Totton ( 1, I)ec. 4th), Tournerbury (4, Dec. 5th then 2i 3

to Dec. 31st), Dibden Bay (1, Dec. l lth and 28th), Keyhaven (.2,Dec.21th)
and Wickham (1, Dec 30th). Note that only three birds were any distance
from the coast. Ofthe 33 birds reported thc concentration of 14 at three sites
on Ilayling Islancl (which was carefully searched by JMW) is particularly
noteworthy and suggests that many were missed at other sites.

C Spotted FlycatcherJ' Muscicapa striata
The first were singles at Mottisfont on May 3rd and F-leet Pond on 6th, then
at four sites between Tthand 1Oth and widespread records by May 16th.

Well recorded in autumn, double-figured counts showing the main period
of passage: 11, Old Winchester Hill, Aug. 8th; 15, Tundry Pond, Aug. l6th;
20+, Wyck Pond (Alton), Aug. 28th;36+, Old Winchester Hill, Aug. 29th;25
there, Aug. 3Oth; I I there, Sept. 4th; I l, Widley, Sept. 5th; 20,Park Corner
Farm/Horsedown Common, Sept. 5th. There were several sightings during the
last few days of Sept. but the latest birds were singleb at Park Corner Farm on
Oct. 4th and Goodworth Clatford Water Meadows on Oct. 10th.

A Pied Flycatcher F-icedula hypoleuca
A good year. A male at Steep on Apr. l2th (ACS) was the second earliest ever
for the county. Other spring passage records were: 1d, South Hayling, Apr.
29th; lq, Shutts Copse (West Meon), May lst;19, Widley, May 3rd; 1d,
Southampton Common, May 3rd; 1d, Warsash, May l0th.

During the breeding season a male was seen at West Walk on May 31st and
a pair was present near Millyford Bridge (New F'orest) from May lSth into
June but breeding was not confirmed.

In autumn recorded at Old Winchester Hill (1, Aug. 1st;3/1, Aug.29thl
30th), Southampton Common (2, Alg. Tth), Horsedown Common (2, Sept.
2nd), Widley (1, Sept. 9th, 13th and l5th;2, Sept. 25th), Cosham (1, Sept.
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9th and 12th), Farlington Marshes (1, Sept. 11th), South Hayling (1, Sept.
1 3th and 1 9th) and Victoria Park (Portsmouth) ( 1, Sept. 2 I st).

A Bearded Tit$ Panurus biarmicus
In the first winter period recorded at Farlington Marshes (max. 5, Jan.23rci,
then 213 until Apr. 21st), (]reat Saiterns Lake (Portsmouth) (6, Feb. 28th),
Titchlield Haven (max.4), Lower Test Marshes (314, Jan.24th) and Key-
haven (1+, Jan. 1st/Feb.28th).

2 Jrairs bred at Titchfielcl Haven with poor fledging success. Up to 20 were
present there in Oct. with eruptive behaviour noted on 19th (5 off high W)
and 23rd (6 off high W), but only 1 remained in Nov./Dec.

Other records for the second winter period came from Farlington Marshes
(1/2, Oct. 24thlDec.5th), Lower Test Marshes (2+ heard, Nov. 28th), Key-
haven (1, Dec. 27th) and Fleet Pond (5/6, Nov. 12t]n:,2, Dec. 18th).
1981 . 2, Milton Reciarnation, Dec. 25th

C Long-tailed Titt
Flocks of 20130 were recorded
(1), Oct. (3) and Nov. (4).

B Marsh Titt

D Nuthateh$t

D Treecreeperf

Aegithalos cauddtus
in Jan. (l), Feb. (1), May (l), June (l), Aug.

Sitta europaea

Certhia famililris

Parus palustris
In addition to 18 territories on CBC plots a total of 54 pairs/singing males
was presentat 30widespreadsites. Successful breeding wasnotedatHeadley Park,
Highnam Copse, Houghton, Longparish, North Boarhunt and Wellington C. P.

B I{illow Wit Parus montanus
Recorded in Apr./July (* = breeding proved) at Ampfield Wood*, Botley
Wood (3 prs.), Brockenhurst Woods*, Emer Bog*, Fleet Pond, Frensham
Outlet Pond, Goose Green Inclosure, Hamble C. P. (2 prs.), Nursling*, Old
Winchester Hill, Patchbourne Copse (Oakley), Slab (Oakhanger), Spring-
head, Squabb Wood*, Timsbury, Warren Bottom Copse (Oakley), Wishanger
and Woolmer*. Also in Jan./Mar. and Aug./Dec. at twenty-three sites where
not seen in summer, including 6 together at Liss Forest on Sept. l9th and 5

at Dogmersfield Lake on Nov. 12th.

D Coal Titt Parus ater

C Blue Tit$t Parus caeruleus
The only flocks exceeding 50 reported were of 50+ at Hinchelsea Moor on
lan. 22nd, 56 at Lower Upham on Aug. I lth and 100+ feeding with
Chaffinches amongst leaf litter at Bramshill Common on Dec. 24th

C Great Titt Parus major
The only notable record was of a flock of 134 at Old Winchester Hill on
Feb. 1 4th. Large gatherlngs of this species are very unusual.

A Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
1 was heard calling for five minutes at Leigh Park (Ilavant) on June l3th (CBC).

B Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor
Present in the New Forest until Apr. l5th (1, Ashley Walk) and from Oct.
18th ( l, Wilverley Plain). Approximate monthly totals are shown below.
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Most sightings were o1 single birds (largely in the N. W. and Bishop's
Dyke areas) but other reports were of 2, Backley Plain, Mar. 13th;2, Ashley
Wa1k, Mar. 24th and 30th; 3 there (all in view simultaneously), Nov. 9th;
2, Bishop's Dyke, Nov. 2}tlu2, Ashley Wa1k, Dec. 1 1th.

Elsewhere single birds were reported as follows: Woolmer, Jan. 1st/26th;
Fullerton Station, Jan. 16th; Martin Down, lan.24thlMar. 5th; Ludshott

26th; Avon Tyrrell Farm, Apr. 20th; Woolnter, Oct. 24th; Martin l)own,
Nov. 22nd.

C Jayf Garrulus glandaritts
Several records suggested spring passage, the first time this has been detectetl.
At Old Winchester Hill a total of l3 moved NE/SE between Apr.2lthlMay
23rd and 3 W on May 16th. Other records were of 5 NE, Bishopstoke, May
7th; 3 N, Warsash, May l0th; 6 SW, Keyhaven, May l4th;6 N, Farlington
Marsh, May l6th.

Only small numbers were recorded in autumn, no count exceedilg I I
(cf. t98t HBR).

C Magpiet Pica pica
Roost counts (early and late year maxima, as available, in brackets) came
from Barton-on-Sea (40, Jan. 20th), Camp Farm S. F. (50+, Jan. 30th),
Fleet Pond (113, Mar. l3th;64, Dec.30th) and Titchfield Haven (47,Feb.
lith;69, Nov. 24th). Other flocks included 40+ at Locks Heath on Feb. 21st,
37 at Southwick Woods on Feb. 28th and 32 at Cuckoo Lane (Stubbington)
on Dec. Sth.

C Jackdawf Corvus moneduln
Autumn passage was recorded at Titchfield Haven (56 S/SW, Oct. 18th/
Nov. l8th, peak,22 SW, Nov. 17th) and South Hayline @52 W, Oct. 23rdl
Nov. 11th, peak 223+W in three hours, Oct. 23rd). The only sizeable roost
count reported was of 10000+ at Park Corner Farm on Feb. 25th.

C Rook Corvus frugilegus
Autumn passage was recorded at Titchfield Haven with 128 S between Sept.
29th/Nov. 22nd, peak 64 S, Nov. 17th. The largest roosts reported were of
9000+ at Park Corner Farm on Feb. 25th and 3000 * near Tidworth Ranges
on Nov. 27th.

C Carrion Crowt Corvus corone corone
Counts exceeding 50 came from Longmoor Inclosure (max. 73, Nov. 24th),
Newtown R. T./Weston Shore (max. 60, Mar. 12th), Tournerbury (103,
Dec. 4th) and Yateley Common/Blackbushe (119, Nov. 4th).

Several reports were received of birds with white-wing flashes (e.9. 12 m
the flock of 60 at Weston above).

A Hooded Crow Corvus corone cornix
l, Newtown R. T./Weston Shore, Mar. l2th (MGWT, DBF, FMV).

A Raven Corvus corax
I was seen soaring and moving west over Farlington Marshes on Apr. 4th
(RT, DFB).
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C Starling$t Sturnur vulgaris
The largest roosts reported were at St. James Hospital (Portsmouth) (12000+,
Jan.), Stubbington Study Centre (9000+, Dec.) and F1eet Pond (2000, July).
Several thousands were seen flighting at dusk from the north into Whale
Island (Portsmouth) in Nov./Dec. but it is not known if this is the actual
roost site. Feeding flocks reported included 11000 at Hamble Airfield on
Feb. 28th and 2000 at Hill Side on Oct. 6th.

Autumn passage was well recorded on Hayling Island with a total of 6203
W between Oct. 16th/Nov. 30th, peaks 428 W, Oct. lTth; 1004W, Oct. 24th;
1201 W in two hours, Oct. 25th;519 W, Oct.21th;520 W, Nov. I lth; 550 W,
Nov. 1 3th ; 429 W , Nov. 2Oth. Other records included 27 O W at Fort Purbrook
on Oct. 15th and a total of 1050 W/SW at Fleet Pond between Oct'
24thl27th.

Complete or partial albinos were reported at Cheriton, Southwick and
Wickham.

C House Sparrowt Passer domesticus
Four flocks of 1201400 reported were all in July/Sept. A partial albino was
reported from Winchester.

B Tree Sparrow
Winter numbers continue at a
flocks exceeding 5 reported and
below.

JFMA
Totals f03 f02 78 0
LocalitiesT440

Highest counts were 39, Southwick Lodge Farm, Jan.3rd and 50, Roke
Farm (Odiham), Feb. 2Othl2lst.

A search by MASc showed the species to be fairly common on the farm-
lands in the Odiham/Crondall/Bentley area. Colonies of 5 to 6 pairs were
located at Coldrey Park and Lower Swanthorpe Farm; breeding was proved
at both sites with as many as 29 juveniles at the latter on Aug. lst. 2 pabs
bred at Park Corner Farm and single pairs were present at nine other sites.

Elsewhere there were summer reports (mostly of single pairs) from Braish-
field/Kings Somborne, Elvetham, Isington, Lance Levy Farm (Sherfield),
Paulsgrove Reclamation, Rowlands Castle, Tunworth and' Upper Swanmore
Park.

Visibte autumn passage was virtually non-existent, the only movements
being of 2 S, Fleet Pond,Oct. 13th;5+W, SouthHayling, Oct.23rd and 1W
there, Nov. 2Oth.

C Chaffincht Fringilla coelebs
Monthly totals of flocks exceeding 50 reported and the number of localities
involved are shown below. ND

1000 1850
4t3

Those exceeding 200 were 400, Southwick Lodge Farm, Jan. 3rd;500,
West Wood, Nov. lOth; 400, Nomansland Green (New Forest), Nov.27th;
300, West Wood, Dec. 8th. Most of the late year flocks were feeding on
beechmast.

Autumn passage was noted between Oct. 5th/Nov. 13th with a total of
560 mostly W at four coastal sites, peak 59 N at West Hayling Shore on Oct.
24th. Also on this date 24 flew W at Fleet Pond but the only other inland
movement was of 33 E1S at Old Winchester Hill on Oct. 9th.

Passer montanus
low ebb in the county. Monthly totals of
the number of localities involved are shown

M J J A S O ND
2s0000324812
10000351

Totals
i.ocalities

JFMAMJJASO
1300 700 650 230 0 0 0 0 120 75

8462000021
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In the early year numbers were low, approximate monthly totals for Jan./Apr.
being 190,255,95,40. Apart from a flockof l50atBlack{ield(Fawley)on
Feb. l3th no other count exceeded 30. The majority of reports involved birds
forced into gardens to feed at bird tables during the severe Jan. weather,
many remaining until early Apr. As many as 18 were in aWinchestergarden
in late Jan. but other sightingswere of up to 10. Theiast was I at Wellington
C. P. on Apr.26th.

Numbers in the late year were very poor. The only signs of movement
were 2 S at Park Corner Farm on Oct. 9th and at Titchfield Haven I W on
Oct.23rd,2 W on Nov. 3rd and 6 W on Nov. 4th. Other records from Nov.
1Oth onwards involved a total of 8 at two'sites in Nov. and 36 at eleven sites
in Dec. Most were feeding under beeches with Chaffinches.

C Greenfinch$f Carduelis chloris
Very few flocks were reported. Those of 50* are summarised below.

JF'MAMJ.IASOND
Totals 200 75 250 0 0 0 0 80 135 0 160 510
Localities 1 1 3 0 0 0 0 I 2 0 1 2

None exceeded 200 apart from 360 at Egbury (Whitchurch) on Dec. I st.
Autumn passage was light withatotal of only 1035 W/SW at four coastal

sites between Oot. 9thlNov.29th, mostly in late Oct. flighest numbers were
203 W in three hours at South Hayling on Oct. 23rd and 177 W in two hours
there on Oct. 25th.

B Brambling Fr in gilln mo n t ifr in g illa

C Goldfincht Carduelis carduelis
Monthly totals of flocks exceeding 20 reported and the number of localities
involvedareshownbelow', 

" 
M A M J J A s o N D

Totals 90 O 37 0 0 0 30 326 547 200 80 96

iocalities 2 O 1 0 0 0 | 6 9 4 3 4

Those to reach three figures were 100, Hale Meadows, Aug. 2lst and 180+,
Dibden Bay, Sept. 22nd.

Little visible migration was detected. In spring the only reports were of 15

N at Bishopstoke on Apr. 25th and 29 N off the sea at Gilkicker Point the
next day. In autumn there were 25 E at Fort Purbrook on Sept. 30th and
totals of 40 W and 86 E at South Hayling between Oct. 22ndlNov. l7th, peak
4l E on Nov. 3rd.

B Siskin$ Carduelis sPinus
Monthly totals of flocks exceeding 10 reported and the number of localities
involved are shown below.

JFMAMJ
2214 826 821 202 0 0

28t419700Totals
Localities

.TASOND
0 0 0 50175417
0 0 0 2 410

Following the influx in late 1981 numbers remained at a high level during
the severe Jan. weather. Small flocks feeding on alder seed were widespread
and there were many records of birds visiting gardens in numbers up to 20.
However apart from 160 at Archers Park (Woolston) on 6th and 100 at
Woodmill (Southampton) on 10th, flock size only reached three figures in the
N. E. Peak counts were 140 at Liss on lst, 700 at Fleet Pond on 9th, 150 at
Stratfield Saye and 100 at Elvetham on 15th and 300 at Yateley G. P. on
16th. Overall numbers were lower in Feb./Mar. although flock size was main-
tained at some sites. Three-figure counts were made at Dogrnersfield Lake
(max. 150, Feb. 2nd), Fleet Pond (peaks 250, Feb. lth;125, Mar' 3rd),
Tundry Pond (max. 150, Mar. 8th) and Bricksbury Hill (100, feeding in
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Scots Pine, Mar.25th). A small passage was apparent in Apr. with 15 N/NW
at Old Winchester Hill on 9th and most other records for the month between
9th and 12th. Most of these birds were in Scots Pine. Away from the New
Forest none was seen after Apr. l4th apart from a female in a New Milton
garden on May 3rd and a male in a Grayshott garden on May l2th.

During the breeding season there were reports from at least 17 areas of the
New Forest with breeding proved at three sites. The population appears to be
at a very high level at present, GCE commenting that singing birds and odd
pairs were present almost everywhere with mature conifers. He estimated
numbers to be in excess of 100 pairs.

Up to 3 juveniles were in a Fleet garden in late Aug. suggesting local
breeding. 6 were at Yateley G. P. on Sept. I lth and 4 flew SSE at Park
Corner Farm on Sept. 30th but the main arrival was from Oct. 8th onwards.
However coastal passage numbers were low, e.g. only 14 W at Titchfield
Haven between Oct. 8th/Nov. 4th, 12 W at South Hayling between Oct.
l5t1nl27th and none in the Pennington area. Late year numbers were below
average and once again most occurred in the N. E. The only locality to hold
more than 50 was Fleet Pond, with the first 15 there on Oct. 15th, rising to
40 on Oct. 24th,80 on Nov. 25th and 150+ on Dec. 1Sth.

C Linnet$t Carduelis cannabina
Monthly totals of flocks on the ground exceeding 20 reported and the number
of localities involved are shown below.

Jl"'MAMJJAS-OND
Totals 305 57 233 550 0 90 250 760 575 1393 339 825
Localities 5 2 2 3 0 2 2 4 7 9 510

Despite the high total for Dec., flock size at both ends of the year did
not exceed 150. Larger numbers were recorded during the two passage
periods, those to exceed 200 being 300+, North Hayling, Apr.9th;550, Old
Winchester Hi1l, Aug. 8th; 600+, Tanners Lane area (Fareham), Oct. 8th.
Diurnal movement was well recorded, but not substantial,in both passage
periods. In spring a total of 285 flew N at eight inland and five coastal sites
between Mar. 22ndlApr. l8th, peaks 60 N, Romsey, Mar.22nd;25+, N, West
Hayling, Mar.27th;24 N, Hill Head, Apr. 17th. In autumn small movements
totalling 154 birds (mostly S) were noted at one inland and two coastal
localities between Sept. 28th/Oct. 24th and then 646 mostly W at South
Hayling between Oct. 23rd/Nov. 20th, peak 398 W on Oct..24th.

B Twite Carduelis flnvirostris
In the early year regular at Dibden Bay up to Mar.2lthwilt. a maximum
of 13 on Feb. 2'7th. Other records were of 6 flying north up the Test at
Romsey on Feb. 1 8th and 2 at Keyhaven on Feb. 20th.

Late year records were of 6, Calshot, Nov. 3rd and I there, Dec. 5th; 3,
Normandy Marsh, Nov. 1Oth and I there, Dec. 29thl3Oth; 5, Keyhaven Marsh,
Dec. I 8th; 25, Dibden Bay, Dec. I 8th.

B Redpoll Carduelis flnmmea
Monthly totals of flocks on the ground exceeding 20 reported and the
number of localities involved are shown below.

JA
040
01

Numbers were low at both ends of the year. In the early months most
were in the N. E. (c.f Siskir), counts reaching three figures at Yateley
Common/Blackbushe (max. 155, .!an. 4th), L,lvetham (100, Jan. 1Oth),
Church Farm (Eversley) (150 in kale with Fat Hen, Mar. 6th) and Bramshill
(110 in Scots Pine, Apr. 22ndl24th - passage bilds). Elsewhere the only

Totals
Localities

SOND
95 239 225 28s
2654

JFMAMJ
43t 209 167 292 0 0

772700
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counts to exceed 25 were of 50 at Fair Oak on Jan. lst and 40 there on
Apr. 6th.

Pairs/singing males were reported in MayiJuly in the New Forest at
Bishop's Dyke, Furzley Common and Wilverley Plain, in the N. E. at Bricks-
bury Hill (2), Fleet Heath, Longmoor Inclosure (2), Tundry Pond, Wellington
C. P. and Woolmer, and aiso at Baddesley Commorr/Emer Bog (3+), Queen
Elizabeth Forest, Squabb Wood (Romsey) and Timstrury. All summer records
of this species are required.

Following the breeding season 40+ were at Blackbushe Airfield on Aug.
26th, rising to 60+ on Sept. 18th. Also 35 were at Tundry Pond on Sept.
23rd. These dates are early for flocks of tliis size although they could be local
breeding birds. 1 was at Pennington on Sept. 25th but the main arrival was
from early Oct. onwards. Coastal passage as with most other finches was
rninimal, e.g. only 15 W at Titchfield Haven between Oct. 18th/Nov. 13th,
55 W at South Hayling on Nov. 13th and 31 W there on Nov.28th. Once
again most wintering birds were in ttre N. E. The main locality was Fleet
Pond witl.r 35, Oct. 13th; 120, Oct. 30th; 100, Nov. 28th and 200+, Dec.
30th. I'he only other counts to exceed 25 were at three N. E. sites (max. 60,
Eivetham, Nov. 14th), Botley Wood (34, Oat.23rd) and West Wood (30,
Nov. 10th).

A Crossbill Loxin curvirostra
Few were reported from the New liorest, reflecting either poor coverage or
that numbers are at a low ebb. In the breeding season singles or pairs were
reported at Anses Wood, Ashley Walk, Bishop's Dyke, Bolderwood,DurHill
Inclosure and Sandy Ridge. A pair and one juvenile at Bishop's Dyke was the
only proof of breeding. Other records were of 6 at Knightwood Inclosure on
Oct. 30th and 5 at Bolderwood on Nov. 27th.

The only record elsewhere was of a pair and l juvenile (presumabiy 1ocal1y
bred) at Sager's Down (Botley Wood) on June 2'/th.

C Bullfinchf Pyrrhula pynhula
18 at Sinah G. P. on Dec.22nd was the largest flock reported.

B Hawfinch Co c co t hraust e s co c co t hrauste s

In Apr./July reported at fifteen New Forest sites (breeding proved at Burley
and Honey Hill Wood) and at Arford (Bordon), Butter Wood (Greywell),
Goodworth Clatford, Hartley Wintney, Humbers Wood (Kings Somborne),
Noar Hill, Squabb Wood (Romsey), West Down (Chilbolton), Weston
Common (Alton) and Winchester. Most of the records involved 1/3 birds on
one date only but up to l5 were at Arford from Apr. 8th/14th and breeding
was suspected at Humbers Wood ( l+ pr.) and Squabb Wood (2+ prs.).

In Jan./Mar. and Aug./Dec. there were reports of l/3 from a further three
New Forest sites and fourteen elsewhere. A roost near Squabb Wood held a

maximum of 27 onFeb.27th.

A Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
1, Hurst Beach, Jan. 17th (DRB e/ al). t9limm., Pennington Marsh, Oct.
5th/6th (JMJ, EJW). l9/imm., Sinah Common, Nov. 1Oth (JMW).

C Yellowhammerf Emberiza citrinella
In the early months several large flocks were found, some attracted to cattle
food. Those to exceed 100 were at Warsash (max. 140, Jan.27tli.) and Roke
Farm (Odiham) (max. 250, Feb. 7th) whilst others were 30/100 strong. The
only roosts reported were at Hill Side (up to 50, Jan., in bramble) and Spring-
head (max. 7 5, Jan. l2th').
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Late year numbers were lower with only five flocks 30/70 strong and
maxima of 120 at Roke Farm on Dec.23td and 125 on fields near Fleet
Pond on Dec. 28th. The only roost count was of 30+ at Springhead on
Dec. 7th.

A Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus
A few records were submitted showing that the species is just hanging on in
the county. Single birds were discovered amongst Yellowhammer flocks at
Holybourne on Feb.4th and Roke Farm on Feb. l3th (NEGE). Subse-
quently there was a pair and possibly a second female near Danebury on
Apr. llth (PPJ) and a male in song near Mottisfont in late May/early June
(PPJ).

C Reed Buntingt Emberiza schoeniclus
Several birds were reported at bird tables during the severe Jan. weather.
Also 200 were present in very weak condition in the Warsash area on Jan.
10th. Few reports of flocks were submitted, those to exceed 40 being 88,
Springhead, Jan. l3th (max. early year roost);40, Ashley Walk, Jan. 16th;
75, Springhead, Nov. 20th (max. late year roost);60, Hamble Common,
Dec. 4th; 50+, Hook Common (Odiham), Dec. 13th;50, Fleet Pond, Dec. 28th.

There was little indication of autumn passage with only l2 W and 6 E at
Titchfield Haven between Oct. 10th/20th and 7 W at South Hayling between
Oct.23rdl25th.

B Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra
Monthly totals of flocks exceeding l0 and the number of localities involved
are shown below.

JF'MAM
'Iotals 236 154 60 20 2L

Localities532ll

lllrton/N{ilford Cliffs 5
Bentworth/Loiver Wield 4+
Castle l:art.n (Warblington.) 5

Chalton/Blendworth 40
Danebury Hill area 5
f]arley Mour-rt 2
Kings Sonrborne 2+
Ladie llill 1

Odihani/Greywell/Cio ndall area
Old Winchester Hill
I'eak Lane (Fareharn)
Portsdorvn Hill
Toyd Dorvn
West l{ayling
Weston (tsuriton)

JJASONT)
0 30 35 20 0 32 95
0r11014

Those to reach.40 were J2, Springhead, Jan. 12th (max. early year roost);
60.Warsash, Jan.27th.;50, Roke Farm, Feb. 2ndl7th;90, Soberton, Feb. 5th;
40, Cronda11, Mar. 29th;40, Danebury, Dec. 26th.

During the breeding season pairs/singing males were reported as shown
below.

50+
4
1

2+
4
1

1
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ESCAPES AND FERALS

A Sacred lbis
l, Fleet Pond, Apr. 7th ancl l5th.

Thr e skio rnis a et hio picu s

A Flamingo sp. Phoenicopterus sp.
2, Dibden Bay, Feb. l3th. 1, Farlington Marshes, Apr. 2nd.

A Black Swan
I immature, lbsley, Jan. l6thi Feb. 2Oth and Apr. 16th.

A Bean Goose
1, Elvetham, Apr. 11th and near Yateley, May 5th.

A Emperor Goose
I S, Chilbolton Common (R. Test), June 4th.

B Snow Goose

A Australian Shelduck
I female, accompaniccl by l Shelduck, l'lerv off
Apr. 2l st.

A Wood Duck
I male, Warsasl'r, Mar. I 9th.

Cygnus atratus

Anser fabalis

Anser canagicus

Anser caerulescens

Tadorna tadornoides
Ll from Wellington C, P. on

l/2 (b1ue phase), Ringwood area, Jan./Apr. 1, Allington G. P., Mar.6thand
Apr. 10th. 1, Needs Oar, Apr. 3rd and 11th. 1 N, Titchfield Haven, Apr. 17th.
I W, Regents Park (Southampton), May 7th. 1 (blue phase), IBM Lake, May
21st. 1 (b1ue phase), Eiing Great Marsh/Broadlands Lake. Dec. 2ndl10th.

At Stratfield Saye, 10 on Jan. 31st and 16 on Sept. 12th. On thc latter
date a further 20 (including 2 blue phase) were inside the collection and al1
appeared capable of flight. 1B l1ying over Yateley on Oct. 14th presumably
originated from Stratfield Saye. There were occasional records of 1/2 from
other N. E. Iocalities.

A Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus
LIp to 3 tree-l'1ying birds were at Stratfield Saye throughout the year. 1 pair
bred inside the collection and raised 6 free-flying young.

B Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis-[he flock of 10 present in the PenningtonlKeyhaven area from Dec" 1981 re-
mained until Feb. 28th. At least t has returned to Slimbridge by Apr. 3 were
at Keyhaven on IJec. 24th. ln the Ringwood area, up to 4 throughout the
year. [n the N. E., many records from the Stratfield Saye/Elvetham/1'undry
Pond area, maximunr 16 at Elvetham on Mar. 2lst and 22nd" l pair raised 3
young at Potbridge Fishery and 2 pairs raised 4 free-flying young inside the
collection at Stratiield Saye.

Other records of 1i2 came from Alresforcl Pond, Broadlands Lake, Dibden
Bay, East Hayling, Fariington Marshes, Longstock, Needs Oar Point and
Titchfield Haven.

A Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus
Single birds were recorded as follows: Stratfield Saye, Jan. 31st; Farlington
Marshes, Apr. l5th;Sinah (1. P., Apr. 30th, Oct.23rd ancl Dec. l3th;Titch-
field Haven, May 6th; Pennington, Aug.8th; F,ling Great Marsh, Dec. 1st/
2nd; Broadlands Lake, l)ec. l 0th.

73

Aix sponsa



A Ringed Teal
1 male, Springhead (Greywel1), Jan. 12th.

Anas leucophyrs

A Cockatiel Nymphyicus hollandicus
I E, Eastney, Mar. 28th and l. West Hayling, Sept. 18th. These records may
refer to the individual regularly seen in the Pagham Harbour area.

A Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri

A Red-headed Bunting
I ma1e, Ioot Hill (Rornsey). Mar. 1st.

Emberiza bruniceps

Single birds were recor{ed as follows: Hamble Common, Mar. 27th; Fleet
Pond, Apr. 8th; East Cosham, May l4th; Titchfield Haven, J'aly 25thl26th;
Fawley Down, Sept. l3th; Conford, Nov. 9th; Sinah Common, Dec. 28th. A11

records of this species are required.

A Golden Sparrow Auripasser luteus
I male, trapped, Western Docks Extension (Southampton), Aug. 10th'
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BREEDING CENSUSES IN HAMPSHIRE, 1982

J. M. Clark

COMMON BIRD CENSUS
Details of I 5 plots covered in 1981 were given in the 1 981 Hampshire Bird

Report (pp. 61 63). l4 of these were surveyed again in 1982: numbers 1-5
and 7-15. Data for four further plots were received for 1982. Two wete new
but the other two were surveyed in 1981 and earlier years: unfortunately
data for these years were not received from the BTO. Details of those plots
not given previously are shown below.
15. Name of p/or.' Southarnpton Common; l0 knt sEore: SU41: Ilnbitat: wban

pa*land;Altitude: 39 n;Area: 56.1 ha.', Observer: J. R. Simrns.
16. Brockenhurst; SU20; open grassland witl-r bracken and scrub;20 m; 16.0 ha.;

A. M. B. Butterworth.
18. Hurst Castle; S239; shingle/saltmarsh; 0 rn; 29.5 ha.; E. J. Wiseman (new).
19. Brockenhurst Woods; SU30; old deoiduous woodland; 20 n-r;10.7 ha.; Mrs. J.

Irvine (new).
Counts of confirrned territories of selected species are shown in Table 1.

Space does not permit the inclusion of all species but counts of some of the
scarcer ones will be found in the Birds in Hampshire section of this repoft.
Also inciuded in Table 1 are totals of occupied territories in each plot and
densities of territories per sq. krn. In Table 2 total nurnbers of confirmed ter-
ritories at sites covered in both 1981 and 1982 are given for selecled species.

Table 2. Comparison of l98l and 1982 Hampshire CBC data for
selected species.

'I'otal territories in plots I 5, 7 l5

Moorhen
Woodpigeon
Skylark
Meadow Pipit
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Sedgc Warbler
Reed Warbler
Whitethroat
Blackcap
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Clhalfinclr
Linnet
Yellowharnmer
Reed Bunting

19tt I

42
56

104
53

315
156
2.04
268

40
126
43
40

209
118
248

59

1982
39
62
7T
39

221
t24
146
)L)

3B
r 33
53
29

186
95

249
55

68 6s
13
19

50
108

40 41

82 s9
65 41

WATERI{AYS BIRD SURVEY
Four observers covered plots for this survey in llampshire in i982. Details

of each plot are shown below.
l. Name ol plot: Basingstoke Canal; GRs ol extreme poirtts: 5U777 520 800524;

Altitude:79.-76 m;Lerrytlr. 3.8 km; Ohserver: l:. W. P. Radford.
2. Rivers Lyde/Loddon; SU697572-683584; 19 m;3.1 km;J. II. Stenning.
3. Candover Stream; SUs64354 569323;70 55 m;4.4 knr; J. Pain.
4. ItchenNavigation: 5U477266 472241;29 n;2.7 km;lI. Iruller.

Counts of confirmed territories of species recordecl are shown in Table 3.
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Table 1. Numbers of confirmed territories on CBC plots in Hampshire in 1982-

3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 t6 17 18 19Plot number:

Shelduck
Mallard
Sparrowharvk
Kestrel
Red-Legged Partridge
Grey Partridge
Pheasant
Moorhen
Coot
Lapwing
Redshank
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Turtle Dove

- Cuukoo
o, Trwnv Owl

Green Woodpecker
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Skylark
Meadow Pipit
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden Warbier
Blackcap

16 1

8ncl2
11

11

2
2

13
12
2l
16
4

2

+)
521
2l
32

i
5
2

18 6
7

2
31 17
32 10
t2 25
74 30
10 '7

23
4
23
33

3
4

I

1

1

2
2
5

5
9
1

1

5
1

2

1

18
12
1

1

1

2
I

22
1

2

1

5 1l
46
11
58
25
44
79
31
ii

1

2

2
10 19
8 15

10 12
56
34

5
2

3
t9

10

8
6
1

1

1

2
i0
i1

l2
2

21 23'7 1

212
45 28 4t 1L

t't 11 11 4 6
114104216

2t 15 t2 23 16
s2633

1122
6 33 11

21 7t 6
11
45

1

522

3420
37

11
11

12211
I

1

2
I

3
10
I

7

11
23

,1

1

5nc3
3
I

1

I

3
1

st22s20164234
7 t5 20 5 13 11
2 t4 18 6 9 16
t414515

2112

3
22

4
16159



Plot number:

Chiftchaff
Willoiv Warbler
Goldcrest
Spotted l'lycatcher
Long-tailed Tit
Marsh Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Jay
Magpie
Jackdau

! Carrion Crou
-) Challirch

Greenfinch
Goldtrnch
Linnet
Bullfinch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting

TOTAL TF,RRITORIES

12
11
tr4

22
1i
53

22 13'79
43
11

2
I

1

85
s t1

9
34
18'75

36 39
9t3
6 10
25
11

1

3 10
11

30 49

1

s4 12 6 s
51
1

t71615t4

1

4

1310

23
18

10

1

12

J
32
14

1

1

3
4
5

12

1

1

6
7
7

50
2

t2
4

20

11

1

J
2

1

27
13

1
o

5
21

9
J
8
1

18 19

1

1

J

J
3
4

10
8
2

5

I
J
9
1
1

.,
1

65 177 318 130 114 284 131 110 80 373 362 211 373x 154 2t2+ 107 46 74

i
4

J

1

20

7
3

26

22

1

i

9
i

16
1

5
1

2
1

4

2
2
3
2

1

I
3
1

2l
2
1

2
1

2

1

1761910
7 5 16 6

2
11

322
4242

122
5 3 12 15
11
1

41
21
33

196

1

I
2
1

15

1i

35
23

4

I
1

1

3

TERRTTORIES pER SQ. KM. 802 518 1078 778 820 s26 196 327 506 526 583 636 4l'.l 846 374 669 156 690

* = no count of Mallard t = no count of Woodpigeon or Starling



Table 3. Numbers of confirmed territories on Waterways Bird Survey
plots in Hampshire in 1982.

Pkrt nunrber:

Little Grcbe
Mute Srvan
Mallard
'l'ulted Duck
NIoorlren
('oot
l-apu'ing
Snipe
lledsha nk
Grey Wagtail
I)ied Wagtail
Sedge WaLbler
\\'h it et h roa t
l{eed l}urrtirtg

'l'Ol r\l I'l ltl{lIOl{tL.S

'l'LItltl lOltlLS PtrR KM.

1

4
2
2
2
9
l

2
2
5
I

I

31

t3.1

.?

2

32
2

t6
T

8
1

4
1

I
I

2

2
I
2

t4

5
I
2

10
6

25

6.6

2
1

1

23

1.4

15

17.0

BOTLEY WOOD AREA SURVEY
l8l ha. of varied habitats in the liotley Woorl area werc survcyed in l98l

by R. K. I-evett and D. l'arsons. l)etails ol the area covered ancl the nuntbers
ol confirnred territories of the species present were given in the 1981 IIarnp'
shire []ird Report (pp. 6l 63). In 1982 a Iargcr area of 321 ha. was surveyed
so tl're data are not contparable. It inclucled Botley Wootl, Ridge (iopse, Lec
(irouncl, Whiteley Pasturcs and Iilagqrontl ('opse. T'he di{ferc'nt habitats and
tho arcas ol each werc as lollows. mixed lvrlorllancl (preclonrinantly conife rous
with many yourlg trecs artcl coppice). 1 l5 ha.; Itlattlrt: tlt'cicluous, 44 h';t.,
nrature coniferr.lus, 34 ha.; scrtrb, 73 ha.; grassfpasture, 55 lta. ('ottnts of cot.t-
f irnred territories are shown in table ,1.

Table 4. Nunrbers of cor-rfirrned territories in 321 hectares in Botley Wood
area in 1982.

Mallard I l'ied \\tagtail
Sparrouhauk 1 Wrctr
Kcstrol I Dtt ttltoe k
Pheasant l3 l{obin
Moorhur 3 Nigltt irtgl le
l-aprving 3 llllckbird
Woodcock 3 Sorrg l'hLuslt
Stock [)ovt ] l\'lrsl lt' l'ltrtt sli
Woodpigeorr -19 (irissltttpller Wlrblcr
('ollured l)ovt' I Ltssr'r \\rhilelhroat
l-urtle l)ovt ll \\ltilctllroxt
('rrrkoo 5 ()lrtrltttWrtrltlcr
'l uu'rty On I -5 llllekeitp
Nightjar I ( hillchall'
(irecn Woodp.'ek.'t 7 \\'ill,ru Witrbler
()rr'ut Spottctl lVdpkr. 7 ( ioltle tsst
[.r'sser Spottctl Wdpkr. I Spottttl l'lf irlelrtr
Skylark l0 l ,,rtg-lailtrl l il
Su,allow 6 Nlarsh l'it

I Willorv I'il 3

12). ('oal -l'it l-5
3.1 lllur'fit 71

I 06 (irelt 'l rt 38
30 Nut lutclr I

I 00 'l'reecreeper 9
51 Jay l0
2 Magpie I I
6 .la ck dau' 2
3 ('arrion ('mrv 6

)2 Starling 1

20 House Splrrori 1
49 ('haltinch 118
4l (lreent'inch I

tt8 (ioldlinch I

l-5 l.innct l
I llulllinclt l 3

ll Yellowltarnurer ),)
I 0 llr:r:d llu nt ing 3

J'rce Pipit l0
lf any obscrvers are intorr'str(l ln particilrlrtrrrg in eithe r tltc (lotnttton []ittl

('ensus or tltt: Wuttrwit 1s Birrl Sttrvt'y lhty shoultl write tirr tletails to tlrc
l)opulatir>ns Section, [] l'(), [Jcce h (irrivc. Irrrrg, llcr'1 s. Once agairr tltt: Soticty
is indebted to Jolrn Matr:ltrutt ol thc BIO lirr srrpplying the hulk ()l tllc (latil
l'or this paper antl lls() 1() Rre hiutl levetl lot-the rcsults ot the sttrvey itt tlte
Botley Wood arca.

.l . M. Clark,4 Upper St. l'lit'lruel's llttutl, AlLlcrsltot, llarnpshire GLIl I -lltA.
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REPORT ON BIRD RINGING IN HAMPSHIRE, 1982

Glynne Evans

Only 12,100 birds of 95 species were ringed in the county during 1982.
This is the lowest total for over 10 years, and compares with a peak of 24,800
birds ringed 'tn 19'79. The reasons for this low total are mainly associated with
the activities of ringers, the demise of one or two good sites, and pure chance,
rather than any downfall in bird numbers.

Four ringing gJoups, plus about flfteen individual ringers were active during
the year, and much of the effort was concenttated on individual species or
groups, rather than on large-scale ringing. In the species accounts below, I
have drawn attention to particular studies in progress, as well as summarising
approximately 130 recoveries reported to HOS. As usual I have tried to
include all particularly interesting or unusual recoveries, and also to comment
on any obvious patterns.

Mute Swan
There was only one recovery involving movement of more than 50 km.
243711 ringed as an adult I 26.7 .80 l]ling

found dead I'-eb. 82 Bognor Rcgis (Sussex)

Canada Goose
Nine recoveries were reporter-I, al1 involving movements of less than 40 km.

Ncr Canada Geese were ringed in the county during 1982, because I{ampshire
ringers rvished to avoid being associated with the fitting of neck-collars by a
group from Reading University.

Brent Goose
An adult d ringed at Farlington on 10.2.80 was controlled at Suederhafen

(North Friesian Islands), WEST GERMANY on 10.5.82.

Teal
Nearly 50 Teal were ringed at Titchfield llaven during the 1981/82 winter.-fwo of these were shot in DE,NMARK in the following August/September.

Waders
Lcss than 300 waders werc ringed in 1982. This all-time low was mainly

the result of loss of sites, and unsuitability of conditions.

Oystercatcher
There was one distant recovery:
1-'529925 ringed as an adult 5.3.72

released from netting June 81
Horsea lsland
1 00 km north ol' Trondlreim,

NORWAY

Ringed Plover
Three foreign recoveries showed movements similar to those in prevtous

y ea rs:
tsV5 1707 ringed as an adull 6 21 .9 .7 6

shot 21.10.82
BV79128 rilrged asanadult I 25.8.'19

controlled 30.4.82

BV79353 ringed as 1st-year I 22.9.79
controlled 8.6 .8 I
and again 15.5.82

Fawley
tsaie de Sorrrrre, FRANCE
Farlington
Greifswald (Rostock),

EAST GERMANY
[Iorsea lsland
Fehmarnsund, WEST GE,RMAN Y
Fehma-rnsund
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Lapwing
DS76248 ringed rs a 1 st-ycar 26.10 .16 liawlcy

dead 1.11.81 Longeville (Vendee), FRANCI
There have been very few recoveries of [Iantpshire-ringed Lapwing.

Dunlin
Twelve recoveries were reported.-len of these involved birds caught in Harnpshire during the winter months

(October to March), and these show the "normal" pattem for C.a. alpina . . . .

. . . . . originating from WEST GERMANY (3), SWEDEN (1), FINLAND ( 1),
NETHERLANDS ( 1), and Norfolk (4). The last four were probably on passage
when captured on The Wash, and inciuded one of the oldest Dunlins on
record . . a bird ringed at Terrington Marsh on 9.9.67 , and controlled at
Fartrington on 27 .2.82.

The remaining two recoveries show a different type of movement:
B889051 ringed as a juvenile 15.8.78 Girvan (Strathclyde)

controlled 7 .8.82 Farlington
NB98049 ringed as an adult 10.5.80 Morecanbe (Lancs)

controlled 6.8.82 Farlington
Given the early autumn dates at Farlington, and the more westerly origin

of these birds, these could well have been Dunlin of the Icelandic race C.a.
schinzii.

Snipe
One first ringed at Farlington on 19.8.76 was retrapped there on 22.2.82.

As well as being quite an o1d bird, this retrap shows a combination of dates
which perhaps suggest that wintering birds arrive very early.

There was also one recovery:
CE84010 ringed as a l st-year 6.1 .79 Colden Common

shot 19.12.81 BungaY (Sutfolk)

Curlew
There were two recoveries of birds found nesting in WEST GERMANY.
3035191 ringed as an adult 6 22.11.76 Fawley

controlled at nest 27 .4.82 nr RothenutTeln (Detmold),
WEST GERMANY

3065495 ringed as an adult I 20.7.78 Fawley
controlled at nest 27.4.82 nr Hanmel (Weser-Ents), 

GERMAN'
Note the July ringing of the last bird.

Redshank
Four recoveries involved movement within Hngland, including one ringed

at Horsea Island on 12.10.80 and controlled at its nest on the Ribble Estuary
(Lancs), 14.6.82.

There was also one foreign recovery:
DS76154 ringed as an adult I 20.1 .1 4

dead 15.1.82
A particularly old bird was retrapped

been ringed there on 24.12.7 1.

Black-headed Gull
Three recoveries reportecl during 1982

tinental breeding areas two from
Schleswig-Holstein, WE,ST GE,RMANY.

Fawley
Cereret (Manche), FRANCE
at Farlington on 27.2.82, havng

involved birds ringed in their con-
Parnhu, ESTONIA, and one from
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Collared Dove
Over 100 Collared Doves were ringed at Twyford in 1982, and there were

two distant recoveries from the large numbers ringed in earlier years.
EJl2623 ringed as an adult 21.3.79 Twyford

dead 16.1.82 Mulsanne (Sartie), FRANCE
8169532 ringed as an adult 27 .4.81 Twyfbrd

injured 19.5.82 Caersws (Powys)

Great Spotted I{oodpecker
A bird killed by traffic in Sway on 28.9.82 hail been ringed there on

20.11 .'7 6.

Sand Martin
There were no recoveries involving movements of over 200 km. Relatively

few were caught during the year.

Swallow
The five recoveries reportcd included one in the species' winter quarters:
Kfll7553 ringed asa juvenile 31.8."16 Titchlleld Haven

killed by traflic 14.11.81 Hope Town (Cane provg;;]ir,nrca

There was one other recovery involving movernent of over 200 km.:
lE567 237 ringed as a juvenile 4.9 .82 [irodsham (Cheshire)

oontrolled 10.9.82 Eastney

Meadow Pipit
In view of the very few Ilampshire Meadow Pipit recoveries, the follow-

ing is of interest:
A207 621 ringed as an adult 3.4.80 Calf ol' Man

dead 23 .4 .82 Rownham s

Yellow Wagtail
One recovery:
85416lB ringed asa juvenile 2.9.82 lreltham (Creater Lt>ndon)

controlled 14.9.82 |arlington

Grey \{agtail
Nearly 170 were ringed in the county in 1982, mostly as nestlings by

Terry Heathcote in the New Forest. This was about 15% of the national
total for the species.

The large numbers ringed by'Ierry in 1980 and 1981 produced two dls-
tant recoveries . one killed by a cat in Than.res Ditton on 28.2.82 and
another found dead at Ilarrow on 20.5.82. Both had been ringed as nest-
lings in the New Forest.

Pied l{agtail
There were a number of recoveries. but none over 50 km.

Dunnock
A quite amazing recovery recently came to rny attention:
KP02l20 ringed as a juvenile 6.10.7 6 Isle o1' May ( lrife)

killed by cat ll .3.77 Hayling Island
Dunnocks are normally very sedentary.

Blackbird
Another rather strange recovery involved an adult I Btaokbfud t'irst ringed

at Bordon on 30.6.73. It was retrapped there on9.7.77 and 11.11.79, but
then was found dead in F-elstead (Essex) on 18.5.82!
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There were also three distant recoveries of continental Blackbirds.
XA85861 ringed as a 1st-year d 10.1.79 Titchfield Haven

dead 14.6.79 Rheinsberg ,tu,td"inil* 
GERMANy

XE572l7 ringed as a 1st-year I 18.1.81 Whitchurch
controlled 19.10.81 Helgoland, WEST GERMANY

XN00050 ringed as a 1st-year I 14.2.82 Portsniouth
hit window 22.3.82 Drente, NETHERLANDS

Fieldfare
There was one recovery:
CN21244 ringed asa 1st-year d 10.i.82 }last Cosl]ant

shot 21.11 .82 St. Pol, l"RANCli

Song Thrush
Two movements may have been the result of thc hard weather in the

1981/82 winter:
XA04174 ringed as an adult 5.6.76 Wicken ltcn (Cambs)

dead 25.12.81 Martin
NX44552 ringed as a 1st-year 3"2.79 Eastleigh

dead 12.1.82 WeYntouth (Dorset)

Sedge lYarbler
Only about 500 were ringed in the county in 1982, this being the lowest

total for many years. The main reason was the alrnost total absence of aphids
in the coastal reedbeds during late summer.

Of four reported recoveries, two involved movements of over 200 knt':
KS9098B ringed as a juvenile 2l .8.77 Titchtield Haven

sontrollcd 9.8.82 Long Rock (Cornwall)
ts172316 ringed as a juvenile 21 .1 .81 Goole (Ilumberside)

controlled 8.8.82 I(ings WorthY

Reed Warbler
Although the Reed Warbler is thought not to be dependant on aphids for

its migratiol, nurnbers ringed in tianrpshire coast reed-beds seelt nevertheless
to corelate with aphid abundance. Only about 500 were ringed in the county
in 1982.

There were 13 recoveries/controls reported, of which two involved move-
ments of over 200 km.:

8167113 ringedasajuvenile 18.8.81 LowerTestMarshes
oontrolled 25.7.82 Long Rock (Cornwall)

B255395 ringed as a juvenile 23.8.8 1 Titchlield llaven
oontrolled 28.'7.82 Wakelield(YorkO

The other I 1 recoveries included movements to/frorn Bucks, (lreater London,
Kent, Sussex, Avon and JerseY.

1{hitethroat
In response to the NCCiBTO request for ringing of more Sy/ula warblers,

John Kieser managed to ring nearly 150 of this species. No recoveries were
reported.

Garden Warbler
A bird ringed as an adult 9 in Winchester on 8.7.81, was killet1 at (]uada-

lajara, SPAIN, on 15.8.82. T'here are very few recoveries of Hampshire-ringed
birds of this species.

Blackcap
John Kieser's efforts were not confined to Whitethroats, and he did excep-

tionally well to ring over 170 Blackcaps during the year.
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Two recoveries werc both of interest:
KP47774 ringed asanadult ? 11.1.80 Rhos-on-Sea (Clwyd)

controlled l'7.3.82 Cosham
NH41605 ringed as a nestling 8.6.81 Sholing

controlled 17.9.81 Gibraltar Point (Lincs)
Note that KP41174 appeared to be wintering in this country, both when
ringecl and when controlled two years later.

Wood Warbler
Over 260 nestlings were ringed in the New Forest by Tony Prater and my-

self. Although this was about 307, of the national total lbr the species, there
were no recoveries.

Willow Warbler
'['here was a single recovery:
Its3062 rirrged as an adult d 21 .8.79 Lower Test Marshes

controlled 14.8.82 Bolton(Manchester)

Bearded Tit
1982 produced one lairiy typical inter rced-bed tnovement, from Lodrnoor

( Dorset) on 12.9.82, to Irariington on 2.1 I .82.

Blue Tit
The number ol Illue ['rts ringed in the county dropped to around 1800 in

1982, 1'rom the 4000 level which has been rnore usual during the past several
years. 'I'his decrease may have Lreen tlue partly to increases in ring prices, but
also probably to the difficulties in obtaining useful results frorn ringing of this
species.

The only recovery involving rnovement of over 30 km was of a I st-year
bircl ringecl at Alton on 7.11.81, and controlled in Sevenoaks (Kent) on
21.3.82.

N utlratclr
Several broods ringed by John Kieser in the Hedge End area producecl two

recoveries within a couple of nronths. Although the distances irvolved were
only 6 krn and 9 km, any rnovernents at all of this sedentary species are quite
unusual.

Starling
Two recoveries/controls were both to/from the NHTUL,RLANDS.

Greenfinch
Ten recoveries/controls showed the normal pattern of movement to/from

the counties to the north-east of llampshire Essex (4), Herts (2),
Norfolk (1), Northants (1), Kent (l), and Surrey (1). The longest nrovement
was 222 knr from West Tofts (Norfolk).

In addition, there were two movements a little different to the nornt:
NE06348 ringed as an adult ? 8.3.78 Market Drayton (Sakrp)

controlled 14.2 .82 Wincheste r
N1108469 ringed as a lst-year d 15.1.82 Gillingham (Dorset)

controlled 2.4.82 Cosham

Siskin
About 120 were ringed in 1982 a slightly lower total than in sorne

previous years. There were four recoveries reported, but only one involved
movement of over 100 km.:

KC164971 ringed as a lsr-year d 10.5.81 lleauly (Highland)
controlled 25.1 .82 Winchcstcr
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Linnet
A female ringed at Hamble on 25.4.81 was recovered in Capbreton

(Landes), F'RANCE on, 25.3.82, a fairly usual wintering area for British
Linnets.

As usuai, my thanks are due to all the ringers who sent me details of their
ringing activities:

R. A" Cawthorne, R. A. Cheke, F. A. Courtier, C. R. Cuthbert, P. G.
Davis, B. S. Duffin, N. Elurs, G. C. Evans, T. G. Heathcote, R. V. Jackson,
P. P. Jennings, T.H. Jorgensen, J. Kesby, J. Kieser, A. V. Lee, J. A. d'E,. Miller,
J. l']ain,.A." J" Prater and S. Sporne, and to the four ringing groups:

Farlington R. G., Fleet Pc-rnd R. G., Itchen R. G., and Lower Test R. (].
'['hanks also of course to a1l of the associates, trainees, and heipers, too
numerous to rnention, who nrake such a valuable contribution to the ringing
effort.

Glynne Evans,9 lloodland Close, East llellow, Romsey, Ilampshire.

THE RINGED PLOVER Cltaraclritr,s hiaticula IN HAMPSHIRE

D. J. Steventon

The accoutrt of Ringed l'lover Charadrius ltiaticula in thc county avifauna
(Cohen and 'faverner, 1912) clraws mainly on observations of ntovements
and roosts sent in to the county recorder and published in the annual
Hampshire Bird Reports wittr very little infornration available on the results
of ringing. A study at Christchurch Ilarbour (Rogers and Webber, 1971) (in
that part of Harnpshire transferrecl to l)orset in the l974local government re-
organisation) was basecl entirely on autuntn rnigration counts from 1957 to
1969. A study in Southarnpton Water (lnsley and Young, 198 1) was based on
the results front ringing autumn ntigrants from 191 4 to 1980. The present
paper brings togeiher the results of monthly counts throughout the year fror-rr
1971 to I 980 for the Bircls of Llstuaries Enquiry ('I'averner 1970 1979,
Billett e/ al 1981 82),the results from ringing in Portsmouth and Langstone
Harbours frorn 1970 to 1981, records of breecling pairs submitteci to the
county recorder and unpublished notes on spring rnigration observations at
Langstone Harbour from 1955 to 1971.

COUNTS
Means of ten years of counts carried out for the Birds of !.stuaries Enquiry

are shown in tabie 1

Table 1: Meansof tenyearsof monthlycountsof Ringed Plover, l97l to 1980.
.]IN'l AN{J.IASONI)

Lansstone Harbour 161 13 13 12 )3 1 24 29U 281 289 238 116
Portsmoutlr Harbour 79 49 I 5 5 19 3 I I 229 292 1Og 95 104
SouthamptonWater 223 112 12 32 137 15 68 820 486 369 192249
WestSolent 85 16 42 33 35 27 39 100 186 176 1.53 105
TOTAL -s4B 170 1-s2 82 2t4 52 112 1447 1245 942 678 634
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(i)
( ii)
( iii)
(iv)

It is apparent that
the wintering population is of the order of 500 to 600 birds,
this wintering population moves away in Febmary and l",larch,
there is an obvious May passage and
there is a substantial number of auturnn ntigrants frortr Arrgtrsl lo
Octobe r.

Being based on nronthly counts, these data are not sensitivc ('n()rrglr to sltow
the major peak in late August and minor peak in late Septenrbcr/early Ocl.otrcr
alreacly noted for (lhristchurch Harbour (Rogers and Wctrber, I tt / l). As tht:
counts are usually rnade at high tide roosts, the numtrers c(rr.lnlc(l in J une do
not reflect the true nurnbcrs ol breeding birds in the county ( se e below).
Southan-rpton Water is the preferred location of passage arrtl winlering birds
with roosts centred on Calshot/Fawley, Dibden Bay/Southamptr,rr (lorttaine r
Berths extension and Warsash/rnouth of River Harnble.

SPRING PASSAGE
Observations rnade at Langstone Harbour suggest that the May passage

birds are of N. W. Britain/Icelandic origin. The numbers and direction of birds
seen leaving Langstone Harbour on spring passage are shown in table 2 (from
I). Ir. Billett, unpublished notes).

Table 2: Spring movements of Ringed Plover (195 5 to 197 l) and Black-tailed
Godwit (195 3 to 197 2') at Langstone Harbout.

April April April l\lay May
1016t7232430 t7 814

I'eriocl: May May
l5 21 22 28

t4 21Ilinged Plover
lllack-tailed Godwit

l)irection:
Ringed Plover
Blat:k-t:riled Codwit

6 4L 1?.
2t'7 1625 458 87

WNW NW NNW N NNI,I NT.,
46233814

1095 I t9l )t T4

There is a strong north-westerly trend with a peak in the first week in May.'['his same pattern, although in an eariier period, is shown by Black-taile d
Godwit Limosa limosa whichare known frorn measurements to be ot lcelanilic
origin (Cohen and Taverner,l972). The direction, although not the timing, rs
in direct contrast with the few records of passage at l{urst. Major movements
there have all been of birds flying eastwards with 34 on May 2nd 1969, 31
on May 3rd 1973 and 34 on May 7th 1981. Ilowever it is thought thal tl-rese
are merely iocal coastal movements by Ringed Plovers caught up with other
wader species migrating at the same tirne and that in practice they subse-
quently leave the coast in a northerly direction, as shown by l0 flying ofl
north at dusk from Keyhaven Marshes on May 20th 1975 (E. J. Wiselnan,
pers comm).

BREEDING
The total number of breeding pairs in Harnpshire reported each year to the

county recorder varied between 40 and 80. The total numbers by area for
the years 1971 to 1980 are shown in table 3.

Table 3: Numbers of pairs of Ringed Plover breeding in Hampshire,
1971 to 1980.

1971 1972 1913 1914 t91s t9't6 1977 1978 1979 r980
Langstonel.larbour 0 2 5 314 5 3 2ll 11 29
PortsmouihHarbour 2 1 0 0 315 0 2 1 214 I
SouthamptonWater 9 13 17118 9 3 t3 4 3llll2 I
West Solent 30+ 30 37 38 35 44+ 47+ 46+ 47+ 45+
elsewlrere(inland) I 2 1 ll). t
I'OTAL 4l+ 44 51 158 52 46149 62+ 56+ -53+78/82+ 7t+
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'l'he main breeding area is the north-west Solent shore from Needs Oar
to Keyhaven (contrast with the preferred passage and wintering areas). Note
that pairs were occasionally reported breeding inland: this was especially at
Beaulieu airfield and Ashley Walk in the Nerv Forest. Yearto year variations
were probal-rly more due to changes ir-r observer coverage and discovery of
opportune breeding sites than to genuine population trends. F-or example, the
peak nurnbers in Southampton Water rn 1L)1 2 anci 1973 were due tr:r birds
reported from re,clamation areas at Calshot and Dibden tsay and in 1976 and
1979 due to birds reported fron-r Southanrpton container berths extension
area. Also the small peak in Portsmouth llarbour in 1975 was due to birds
breeding on the reclarnation area prior to the opening of the M27 lM21 5
motorways. The recent large numbers from Langstone l{arbour involved
recorrls frorn the islanils in the lrarbour, now wardened and observed by the
R. S. P. B., where previously surveys could not be carried out. In that situation
it is not known whether nurnbers have increased due to protection, or
whether nunrbers were sinrilar in earlier years when the islands could not be
covered. It is eviclent that not all breeding pairs were reported to the county
recorder as the B. 'l'.0. Ringed Plover Survey in 1972 reportecl 74 pairs frorn
the coast ancl three pairs inland for llampshire (Prater, 1976) compared with
the 44 reported in thc IJampshire Bird Report.

AUTUMN PASSAGE
Whereas the study at Southampton Water (Insley and Young, 1981) was

largeiy basetl on mist-netting througliout July to October, the study at Ports-
mouth and Langstone Harbours was largely basecl on cannon-netting ix
August, wlilch provirlecl a rnuch larger sanrple size. It is probable that neither
method samples the population uniforrnly, but that cannon-netting has less
of a bias tou,rrds juveniles (l'ienkowski and Dick, 1976). The monthly distri-
bution ol ringing is shown in table 4.

Table 4: Numbers of Ringed Plovers ringed and retrapped at Portsmouth
and Langstone Harbours, 1970 to 1981.
JI]IUAMJJASO

N1ist-nt'tted 0 0 1l | 22 0 4 93 45 0
('annon-netted 1l 0 0 0 0 0 0 527 77 3

-l-he nrajority o1'birds were weighed, their winglengths measured and in
autumn the details of prirnary moult recorded. There is no evidence to
suggest tlrat any subspecies other than C. h. hiaticula was involved on autunln
passage as there were no small and dark birds (Prater, Marchant and Vourinen,
1977), but the data from rirrging point to two different populations being
irrvolvetl.'Ihe adults caught fell clearly into two sets: one undergoing prirnary
rn,rult, the other not.2'7 adults caught in moult in one autumn and retrapped
in a subsequeut autumn were a1l in mouit again when retrapped. They were
generally haifway through their printary moult when caught in August with
about five prinraries new or growing and the balance old. Of 13 adults not in
moult in one autunrn and retrapped in a subsequent autumn, 1 1 were again
not in nroult when retrapped. The other two had shed the three innermost
prinraries only when retrapped and may have been in the process of suspend-
ing or arresting nroult. (This occurs in several wader species, a few printaries
being replacetl and the sequence stopped at the end of the breeding season or
at an auturlrn nrigration stop-over and then he moult contpleted on arrival in
winter quarters.) Thrce new birds in a catch of 103 in August 1981 exhibited
suspended rnoult, two having new prin'raries and the third with one new
prirlary with the rest of the primaries old.

The weights of the moulting ar-rd non-moulting sets were quite different,
as show in table 5.

N D TOTAI,
0 0 176
20620
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Table 5: Mean weight in granrs by period for moulting and non'moulting
Ringed Plovers, with standard deviation and sample size.

Period: l\ioultirg
Mean s.d.

August19 25 63.1 4.34
August 26 ' September I 64.4 5.98
September2 B 66.3 8.75
September 9 -15 64.0 6.97

Non-Moulting
sarnple Mean s.d. sarnple
106 65.9 9.23 131
86 68.5 B.B1 88
6 '1s.3 8.s3 l3

3t 75.9 7.39 ls

The non-moulting birds havt: a significantly higher variation in weight
(1,. test, p(0.0 1 for Aug. 19 2-5 and Aug. 26 Sept. 1) and are significantly
heavier (t test, p(0.05 for Sept. 2 -8 and p(0.01 for Sept.9 15).]'his suggests
that the non-moulting set is comprised of relatively light new arrivals along
with heavier birds fattening for onward migration. It has already been calculatecl
that non-rnoulting adults with a mean weight of 77.0g are capable of reaching
the Moroccan coast in a single flight from Southampton Water (lnsley and
Young, I 981 ).

The recovery patterns of the moulting and non-moulting sets were also
quite different. Recoveries ancl controls of adults that were in moult in
Hampshire in August and September calne from E,ast (iermany (nestlings,
May and June,) West Germany (adult and a nestling, both July), I)enrnark
(adu1ts, May and June) and the Netherlands(adult and a nestling, both May).
Recoveries and controls of adults that were not in moult in Hanrpsltirc in
August and September carle from Morecarnbe Bay (one adult in April, two in
May), Teesmouth (adult, May), Severn Estuary (adult, August), Cornwall
(adu1t, August), the Netherlands (adu1t, August) and Norway (adult, Septernr-
ber). This last bird wasapparently undergoing suspended moult in one autunln
at Farlington Marshes (Langstone Harbour), having shed the three innerrnost
primaries on1y, but it was not moulting when caught in a subsequent auturrn
at the same place.

DISCUSSION
The nrouiting set apparently breed in western Europe. Other rec<.rveries

and controls that belong to this set are:two juveniles caught in autunrn at
Portsrnouth Harbour and trapped on the nest in West Germany in May and
June;a nestling from Essex caught in the same autumn at Farlington Marshes
as a juvenile; and an adult (moult not recorded) from Farlington Marshes
found dead in Sussex in June.

The non-moulting set apparently take a spring passage route to the west ol'
Hampshire and may occur in different places on return passage in auturnn
(Severn Estuary, Cornwall, the Netherlands and Norway). They probably
breed in north-west Britain, Iceland and (ireenland. Proof that autumn pas-
sage birds originate from the north-west comes from an adult from F-arlington
Marshes in August that was shot in N. H. (ireenland in July: unfbrtunately
it was not recorded whether or not this bird was in moult at Farlington
Marshes.

Additional recoveries and controls show that locally bred birds also moult
iocally (a Farlington nestling retrapped in moult in August), that the moulting
birds winter locally (a Farlington adult recovered in Langstone Harbour in
January and a Portsmouth Harbour wintering bird in January caught in moult
in Septernher) and that the West E,uropcan breeding birds winter locally (an
adult from Denmark in May controlled at Portsmouth Harbour in Novernber).
There is no evidence from ringing recoveries that the non-moultlng birds
winter further south but the weight data show that they are capable of further
passage to the north-west African coast.

The autumn data are therefore in accord with the situation already lound
at Southampton Water (Insleyand Yotrng, 1981) of two different popuiations
of autumn migrants involved.
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SUMMARY
Up to about B0 pairs of Ringed Plovers breed in llampshire each year and

at least a proportion of the population rnoult and winter locally. Spring
migrants seen in late April and earlv May are from the population that breeds
in north-west Britain, iceland and Greenland. This same population on
autumn migratlon do not ntor.rlt 1ocally but rather fatten up for a journey to
winter quarters presumably further south. A second group of autumn migrants
do moult local1y and are from the population that breed in the southern
North Sea and Baltic coastal regions. They also winter 1oca1ly to give a total
wintering population of about 600 birds, more than couid be accounted for
by local breeding birds only. The I'act that three different breeding popu-
lations use the Hampshire coast and estuaries for breeding, moulting, migration
stop-over and wintering has important conservation implications.
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TERRESTRIAL FEEDING BY BRENT GEESE Branta bernicla
bernicla IN THE SOLENT DURING WINTER 1982 - 1983

C R Tubb,s

The numbers o1 Brent (]eese in the Solent estuarine system (the respective
eastern and western limits of which have treen taken as Pagham Harbour and
Hurst Spit) increased fronr about 300 in l95l 1952 to probably more than
29 000 in 1982 83. Until 191 3 14 the geese remained in the intertidal zone,
where they led on eelgrass Zostera spp and green algae Enteromorphc spp ancl
Uvd lactuca. However, only part of the annual production of eelgrass and
algae is available to gcese because of autumn and early winter leaf-fall and die-
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back, storm damage and other factors. F'rom 19'73-74 geese fed in increasing
numbers on pasture, playing fields and autumn sown cereals after an initial
period each winter during which they concentrated on the diminishing
amounts of eelgrass and green algae. In a general sense there is no doubt that
the numbers of geese have outstripped the capacity of the intertidal zone to
support them throughout the winter but the position is not straightforward.
for there is evidence to suggest that in some localities or in some winters the
food resonrces of the intertidal zone could support the whoie of the local
goose population. Until the late 1970s terrestrial feeding was clearly stimu-
lated by large numbers of first wintel birds in the flocks, but in recent winters
feeding ashore appears to have become an established part of the winter be-
haviour pattern irrespective ofthe percentage ofyoung present. Ihe population
history, food resources and feeding behaviour of Brent Geese in the Soient
were studied by Tubbs & Tubbs (1q82; 1983) and terrestrial feeding was
studied in detail in Chichester llarbour by Round ( 1982).

'Ihe feeding of geese on farmland around the Solent has 1ed to a growirrg
chorus of complaint from farmers.'l'here is no doubt that persistent got.rsrr
grazing, particularly in wet weather, depresses yields of autumn sown cereals
and retards the growth of grass leys in the early spring, although the degree
of crop damage appears to vary widely between sites. The policy adopted by
the Nature Conservancy Council and Royal Society for the Protection of
Bircls has been to encourage farmers to scare geese systematically from valu-
able crops but to accept them on permanent pasture, where they do relatively
little damage. How many geese the Solent will support in future is likely to
tlepend on the area and distribution of perntanent grassland refuges (preferably
nature reserves) where they can be accommodated. At present provision of
refuges remains inadequate, especially around Chichester and Pagham Harbours,
where most of the conflicts between Brent (]eese and farmers have arisen.

Table 1 gives information about Brent (ioose numbers in the Solent in
recent winters in relation to the total population of the sub-species. It will be
seen that the number in the Solent 1982 1983 reflects the increase in the
total population brought about since the previous winter by a good breeding
scason and low adult mortality. The peak (in December) was the highest yet
rccorded and terrestrial feeding began early and created problems.
Table l. Peak counts of Brent Geese Branta Bernicla in the Solent in

relation to mid-winter European population.

Winter
t978 1979
1979 1980
i980 t98t
1981 1982
l9B2 1983

'I'able 2 shows the distribution ol geese during the monthly wilclfowl
counts or a date close to thenr for which such data are available. rhe table
r.eflects less the preference of feeding geese than the effectiveness of searing
from cereal crops. For much of the winter, but especially tluring Noverrbei
and December, many ntore persistently atternpted to feecl on cereiis but were
not doing so during the counts.

Experience in previous winters, both on the south ancl east coasts of Britain.
had shown that fertiliser bags hung on poles and distributecl over the fields ai
a relatively high density, were all that was required to deter geese from cereal
feeding. I{owever, during winter 1982 1983 it became evident tliat most
geese had become tolerant of such deterrents, as indeed, they had earlier be-
come tolerant of various other, nrore conventional deterrents such as gas-

lJu rop ca n
Population

r 40 000
l 67 000
162 000
I 40 000
200 000

Approx. /" Peak Nurnber % World Iropn.
Juveniles in Solent in Solent

35 18100 12.9
40 23 560 t4.1
I 18900 t1.1
3 I Suu t5.6

50 28 550 t4.3
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Table 2. Distribution of Brent Geese Branta bernicla during monthly couhts
in the Solent, winter 1982-1983.

NIonth
C)ctobe r
November
December
J a nu eLry

I ebruary
Miirch

Mudflats
2 701
6 2-sI
3 336
2 109
5 5ti4
6 279

Grassland

9 301
20 s93
20 9).7
l9 8sB
6 950

(lereals

2 459
4 6tl
3 259

823
I 054

Total
2 707

18 011
28 546
26 293
26 265
14 283

guns ancl 'llash harries' There was considerablc pressure from fanners,
especially in West Sussex, to shoot tltern and, indeed, in discussions with
farmers and their supporting organisations a cull of nunrbers was propounded
as a means of resolving what was clairncrl to be an acute problem.

Section 16 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act provides that the Minister
r.lf Agriculture rnay issuc licences to kill or take birds that are otherwise pro-
tected, in onler to prevent serious llanrage to crops. He has to consult the
N-ature Conservancy (louncil about the exercise of this function and he cannot
grant a licence until hrr has been advised by the N(lC as to the circumstances
in which, in their opinion, licences shouid be granted. In the case of Brent
Geese the rnain points made by the NCC in this context were that licences
should only be issued if it could be demonstrated that other means of deter-
ring geese frorn feeding on crops did not work;that shooting should only be
employed as a rnealls of scaring, not as a nieans of culling numbers;and thus
that licences should be issued fbr specific numbers of geese on specific farms.

During winter 1982 I 983, 17 licences were issr.rcrtl for the Solent area ( 1 B
irrcluding a renewal iate ir-r the wititcr) for a total of 385 geese;nurnbers of
geese specified in iudividual licences varied between ten and 30. Nine licences
were for farnrs around Chichester Harbour (ol which three were in Hampshire);
four were for farms around Pagharr-r Harbour, one was for a farnt at Brackle-
sharn Bay; one for Keyhaven;and one for Nervtown Harbour on the lsle of
Wight. The nurnber of geese killed is not at present known precisely (although
the iicences require a return) but it was probably in excess of 250. In addition,
some geese are known to have ber:n killed without the benefit of a licence.
The licencecl total would have represented 0.013,,?, of the peak nunrber
present.

Shooting was not always carriecl out efficiently and in a few cases flocks
were fired into indiscriminately. Late in the winter there were many woundeci
birds in chichester lIarbour. In n-rost cases the ]icences appear to have been
used more responsibly. In one instance, on a farnr which did not at that stage
possess a licence, Disyston - a toxic organo-phosphate insecticide lethal to
rats at 9rng/kg in solution was spread with fertiliser on a pasture because it
was thought its srnel1 deterred geese. It failed to dcter the geese and, remark-
ably, there were no known casualties.

Shooting a number of birds from flocks feeding on farmland was un-
doubtedly an effective deterrent and in the absence of shooting it is likely
that the numbers on cereals (see Table 2) during December Irehiuary woukl
have been much higher. In the latter part of the winter most birdi fecl on
permanent grass (including playing fieids on Portsea Island anci between
Portsn.routh l{arbour ancl Titchfield Haven) but arouncl Paghatr ancl (lhichester
Harbours such sites are few and the potential for creatinI grasslanrl refugos is
least. An exception is at"l-horney Island, where the grassland on the foirner
airfield has been rnowr.r since 1980 1981 in orcler to obtain the correct height
for grazing geese. The area has been kept free fronr clisturbance ancl deciys
have been used to attract 1'locks which rnight otherwise use farmland. In l9g2-
1983 about 2 600 grazed this site in January and liebruary (prater l9g3).
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'['his denronstrates the practicability of managing suitably located land speci-
f ically for geese. Similar success was obtained on a smaller scaie on Mr Martin
Beale's farm at Chidham.

Further west, 1982- 1983 was notable for the dispersal of the Portsrlouth
Harbour flock westward onto playing fields near the harbour, the RNAS Lee-
on-solent and cereal crops at Brownwich where birds from Southampton
Water also fed. Terrestrial feeding also occurred for the first time at the Gins,
where the whole of the Beaulieu estuary flock fed for most of December,
.lanuary and ljebruary; and at Pitts Deep, where 83 were on cereals orl l-5

January and 155 on a ley on 13 February. At Keyhaven the events ol'thc
wilter,seem a good demonstration of the effectiveness of shooting as a deterr-
ent. There flocks persistently atternpted to exploit barley and an autunln sown
lcy t'rom mid-Novernber until late January, but with constant scaring, organ-
isetl iargely by E,ddie Wisetnan, they were encouraged onto-a perlnanent pas-

turg whirj they werc tolerated by the farmer. At t1e end of January, lowever,
there was concern that goosc grazing would delay early grass growth and also

a desire to see the end bf the periodic raids onto cereals. A licence was ob-
tained. atrout l2 birds were shot and the whole flock moved l% miles east to
Oxey ilarn nrcadows wSere they were permitted to reniain until they disper-
setl onto the intertitlal zone at the end of the winter.

LJnless the goose population crashes, both terrestrial feeding and thc issut
ol licences to deter thent from crops! are likely to become an annual pattern
ol events. How many geese the Solent will ultimately support is likely to
depenr:l on the number and size of grassland refuges and the extent to which
thc rnanagers and users of playing fields in urban South Ilarnpshire will con-
linue to tolerate the birds. The sub-species may be capable of yet lurther
large increases in population. If'this is so, c<tnflicts in future winters may be-
conre acute, both in the Solent and elsewhere withil the winler range, and
rnay themselves set lirnits on the total population by lirniting winter food
sup plies.
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