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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
This is the third Chairman's report to be included in the Society's annual Bird Report, when he has the

unenviable task of linking the proceedings of one Annual General Meeting with the Accounts and

Reports for the forthcoming one. Much ofthe material he has available for his report has been seen and

heard by the Society's members several times before it reaches the printer. I am, therefore, on this

occasion, picking out the highlights of another busy year and concluding with some remarks for the

future.

Membership
rJrith no membership subscription rise it is disappointing to report no significant increase in the

Society's membership during the year. Total membership rose by only four to 845 on the lst January
1988. bne can only ripeat our President's repeated observation that there is surely scope, in a county

the size of Hamprftir., fo. a much larger membership. A target of 1,000 members is not unreasonable

with the continuing demands of our own Tetrad Breeding Atlas Survey and the many important
National Surveys that the Society is engaged in.

Finance
rwe are again very grateful to the Hampshire County Council for their continuing support of the

Society; t-heir gr".rt of1;800 *u, uery welcome, {200 ofwhich was specifically given towards the cost of
the Tetrad Atlas Breeding Bird Survey.

Further donations towards this proiect were received from:

Southampton City Council f,250
Eastleigh Borough Council f,200
Havant County Council f,50
IJTinchester City Council d50
East Hampshire District Council d100

for which we are extremely grateful.

These grants and donations together with sponsored bird watches and the first full year's Extra Interest

bank aicount gave the Society a surplus for the year 1987 of f,517, the accumulated balance ofthe
Society standing at f,3,675 at the year's end.

During the year two Amstrad PC 1512 computers were purchased, one for the compilation of bird
records together with the production of the Tetrad Adas Breeding Survey, the other for membership
records. Both have already proved their usefulness.

Mention here must be made of our Treasurer, Mr. Graham Davies, whose wise counsel and expertise

has been of great benefit to the Management Committee. Again we are able to go lorward to 1988

without increase in the present level of subscriptions.

Officers
The occasion of our eighth Annual General Meeting held in Winchester on the 14th March 1987 was

notable for the conferring of Honorary Life Membership of the Society on our PastPresident, Mr. Guy
Mountfort O.B.E. Also the presentation by our President, Mr. James Hancock, of a painting of a

Greater Spotted Woodpecker by Robert Gillmor to Mr. Ralph Cook, who retired as our Membership
Secretary. This was in recogrrition ofhis work for the Society over the last 22 years'

Field Studies Sub-committee
This committee had an exremely busy time in 1987 and its Chairman, Dr. John Eyre, and its members

are to be congratulated on the tremendous amount ofwork they have done during the year. This work
has inciuded rhe second year ofthe Society's Tetrad Atlas Breeding Bird Survey. Ongoing surveys
such as the Birds of the Estuaries Enquiry, Wildfowl Counts and BTO Heronry C-ount, together with a

new HOS survey of Sand Martins and the BTO national Lapwing sample survey kept field workers

very fuliy occupied during the year. Mention here must be made of the sterling work being undertaken
by Mr. Peter Puckering, the Tetrad Atlas Co-ordinator, in bringing together all the data collected for
the Atlas.

A subject which has exercised the committee over the past year has been the formulation ofa policy for
the release ofornithological data for which there is a growing interest. After many hours ofdiscussion,
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drafting and re-drafting, the committee produced a policy document for the guidance and benefit ofall
members which was published early in 1988. For this they musr be congratulated.

Recruitment, Publicity and Programme Sub-committee
This committee under the able Chairmanship of Mrs. ]une Irvine agaio organised a full ptogramme of
events, including field outings, indoor rneetings and exhibitions at shows and libraries. There was a
notable increase in attendance at indoor meetings where entrance charges were made to improve their
quality and hopefully attrad new members. Coverage of the county has improved but I know how
much this committee would welcome increased supportby members acting as area publicity contacts.
Mrs. June Irvine, the Editor of Kmgtrslrer, played a vital role in getting this newsletter of the Society
produced four times a year, thus bringitrg every member in regular contact with HOS activities. The
Sales Of{icer, Mr. Chris Lovett, reported increased sales of Bird Reports, the result of wider
advertising in the national ornithological media.

Records and Publications Sub-committee
Once again the main task of the Records and Publications Sub-committee was ro collect and collate
bird records and to produce the annual Bird Report. Our grateful thanks go to our Recorder, Mr. Eddie
Wiseman and our Bird Report Editor, Mr. John Clark. Their task to produce the 1986 Report was
made harder by the ever increasing numbers of records submitted and the checking of drafts for the
printer. The Management committee therefore took the decision to delay publication to maintain the
high standard of the report, which again was well received. The committee, as a result of their
experiences in I 987, has now thoroughiy revised the procedures for the production ofthe Bird Report
in the forthcoming year, so that the high standard can be maintained.

Conclusion
It was a great honour to be elected Chairman ofyour Society in 1987. I took over an organisation which
had benefitted gready from Mr. Glynne Evans' Chairmanship for the past four years and our grateful
thanks go to him for his hard work. I have, during the past year, been able to attend meetings ofall the
sub-committees as well as our normal management meetings. I have been particulariy struck by the
dedication of committee members and the vast amount of material tackled by themall, who it must be
remembered carry out this work voluntarily but in a truly professional manner. My grateful thanks to
to all who have supported the Society with their work; my plea is for more members to come forward to
help, especially those with specialised skills, so that this Society can continue its gowth and maintain
the high standards it has set itself in the past. With the better communications with members to be
brought into effect in the coming year it is hoped that membership will rise to the target of 1000. Please
out and recruit a member today.

Richard Leach

Chairman (1987)



EDITORIAL
If a year is fudged solely on the number of species seen in the county, then 1987 was
probably the best ever, with 252 recorded. Only one was new, an Olive-backed Pipit at
Sway in November, although a record of an Isabelline Wheatear, anotherpotential first, at
Keyhaven in October is still under consideration by the Br?rsfi Eids Rarities Committee.
Eight distinctive sub-species occurred, including a Vhistling Swan and a Black Brant
which were both new to the county when discovered in late 1986. However, the year will not
be remembered for the high number of species but the aftermath of the famous hurricane
on the night of October l5th,z16th. This resulted in a wreck of Sabine's and Little Gulls,
with over 100 of each recorded, and smaller numbers of Grey Phalaropes, Leach's and
Storm Petrels, Mediterranean Gulls and terns. Weather conditions at other times of the
year were much less extreme, although the severe conditions in January and February to
which we have become accustomed in recent years returned, with the result that a moderate
influx of divers, grebes, Bitterns and various wildfowl took place again.

Apart from those already mentioned, rarities recorded during the year included Little Egret
(3-4), Cattle Egret, Green-winged Teal, American Wigeon, Ring-necked Duck (2), Black
Kite ( I + one record still under consideration), Red Kite (2), Red-footed Falcon (2), Crane,
Black-winged Stilt (6), Collared Pratincole, White-rumped and Spoaed Sandpipers,
Long-tailed Skua, Ring-billed Gull, Roller, Shorelark, Black-eared Wheatear, Aquatic,
Marsh, Icterine (2) and Melodious Warblers and Serin.

All breeding records of rare and,/or sensitive species were considered in the light of the
policy on this matter recently published by HOS. As a result, all such records submitted to
the Recorder have been included in this report, with the exception of sightings of two
species considered particularly vulnerable to disturbance. The year was noteworthy for the
first ever breeding in the county of Black-necked Grebe, although unfortunately the birds
did not return in 1988.

Thanks are once again due to the many people who have helped in the preparation of this
report, notably Ed Wiseman for carrying out the Recorder's duties, Bob Chapman, Pete
Mantle, Keith Maycock, Alf Smallbone, Graham Stephenson, Dave lJnsworth and Ed
Wiseman for assembling records and compiling sections of the Systemaric Lisr, John Eyre
for acting as Assistant Editor, Brian Dudley, Roger Clarke, Mike and Pere Combridge and
John Eyre for writing the papers, Richard Leach for the Chairman's Report, Dan Powell
for his excellent new cover design and illustations through the Systematic List, Donald
Watson for his evocative illustration accompanying the Hen Harrier paper, Duncan Bell,
Dennis Bright and Pete Hobby for their photographs, David Gumn for technical help, Kay
Dobson for typing most of it and last, but not least, the many observers who contributed
their sightings. All records for 1988 should be sent to Ed Wiseman, the C-ounty Recorder, at
the address shown on page i as early as possible in 1989.

lohn Clark
August 1988
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POLICY, MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANISATION OF
THE HAMPSHIRE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Society was founded in January 1979, following the winding-up of the ornithological
Section of the Harnpshire Field Club. The obiects of the Society shallbe for the public
benefit:
a) to promote the recording study and research into ornithology within the County of Hampshire and

collate and maintain the results;

b) to publish the results of such study and research and to pubiish reports, newsletters and other
papers of ornithological interest as may be deemed by the Society suirable or desirable for
promoting its objects;

c) to support and encourage the preservation and conservation ofwild birds and places ofornitholog-
ical interest in the County and to protect these from iniury, ill-treatment or destructionl

d) to promote interest in ttre objects of the Society and for this purpose to arrange lectures and
meetings and to organise tours, rambles, excursions and the like.

Membership is available for the following subscriptions (as from January 1989):
Ordinary membership
Joint Membership.. ..

(2 or more members at the same address)
Associate Membership

(Students between l8 and 25)
Junior Membership.

(Members under 18)
Corporate Membership

(Schools, N.H.S's etc)

d5.00
d5.00

Application should be made to the Hon. Membership Secretary. Subscriptions are
renewable on January I st each year, but the subscription of any new member joining after
September 30th shall cover the succeeding calendar year, save that members so joining shall
not be entitled to receive the Bird Report published in the year thev are joining.

A11 members receive the annual Bird Report, quarterly newsletters, and the Summer and
Winter Programmes, which give details of all indoor and outcioor meetings arranged on
behalf of the society.

The Newsletters contain Society news and views, articles on various aspects of Hampshire
ornithology, recent reports, ringing news, anci details of the organisation, progress and
results of surveys organised by the Field Studies Committee. These include wildfowl and
wader counts, breeding censuses and migration watches. New surveys are started every
year, and the newsletter serves as a medium to contacr potential volunteers. Ali members
are invited to take part in surveys and contribute articles to the newsletter.

Reguiar field meetings are arranged for all parts of the cnunty throughout the year, and
venues far afield are also selected, e.g. Cley and Dungeness. Meetings are designed to
introduce members to various habitats and to provide opportunity for novices ofali ages to
learn more about birds under field conditions.
Indoor meetings (usually illustrated iectures) are arranged in the winter months. Most of
these will be of interest to all members, but some may cater parricularly for specialist
group\, e.g. survey workers meetings.

T"he Society is administered by the Managernent Committee. Three sub-committees, Field
Studies, Records and Publications, and Recruitmenr, Publicity and Programme are
responsible for these particular areas to the Management Committee. Officers of all the
committees are listed on the inside front cover of this report.

d2.00

f,z.40

d7.00
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RECORDING BIRDS IN HAMPSHIRE
Observers should send theirrecords to to the Recorder, Mr. E.J. Wiseman, at Normandy Farmhouse,
Normandy Lane, Lymington, at the end of each quarter, or, at the latest, by the end of January
following the year in which the observations were made.

Records should be tabulated on the special forms obtainable from the Recorder. Species should be
listed in the order given in this report, Ieaving a single line between each species but not between each

individual record. Each individual observation should be written in full on a separate line without the
use of ditto marks or abbreviation for localities, which can cause confusion. The practice of listing
monthly maxima for the year at one locality on the same line, without the date of each count, should be

avoided. Full information on what type ofrecords are required for each species is contained in a special
pamphlet obtainable from the Recorder. HOS members should have received a copy.

Records of species considered by the British tsirdsRarities Committee can be submitted directly, or
preferably via the county Recorder, but in either case on the special forms available for the purpose
from the Rarities Committee Secretary at'Bag End', Churchtown, Towednack, C,ornwall TR26 3AZ.
The HOS Records Comminee would also like descriptions of the following lesser rarities.

All Divers
Grebes (except Great Crested and Little)
fAll Petrels and Shearwaters
Bittern
flurple Heron
tWhite Stork
Spoonbill
fWhooper Swan

tBean and fPink-footed Geese
Garganey
Red-crested Pochard
Scaup

fFerruginous Duck
Long-tailed Duck
Velvet Scoter
Ruddy Duck
fHoney Buzzard
fRed Kite
Marsh and +Montagu's Harriers
tGoshawk
fRough-legged Brzzard
Osprey
Peregrine

Quail
fSpotted Crake

tCorncrake
tKentish Plover
tDotterel
tTemminck's Stint
fPectoral Sandpiper
f Buff-breasted Sandpiper
All unusualiy early or late migrants

fAll Phalaropes

fPomarine, flong-tailed and Great Skuas
Mediterranean, tSabine's, tlceland

and fGlaucous Gulls
Roseate Tern
tBlack Guillemot
Little Auk
Puffin
Long-eared Owl
Hoopoe
Wryneck
Shore Lark
tRichard's and fTawny Pipits
Unusual races of Yellow Wagtail
White Wagtail (in autumn)
Waxwing
tDipper
tBluethroat
tSavi's, fAquatic, fMarsh, f Icterine,

fMelodious, tBarred
and fYellow-browed $Uarblers

f Red-breasted Flycatcher
Golden Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Hooded Crow
fRaven
Twite
tSerin
tScarlet Rosefinch
f Lapland, Snow, Cirl and fortolan Buntings

In most cases, especially when the observer is known to the Committee, a short note showing why the
species was identified as such is all that is required. This is best written with the observation on the
recording form. However, in the case of those species marked with a f above, which includes ten
recently removed from the list of those considered by British Birds, a full description is required.
Special HOS unusual Record forms are obtainable from Records Committee members for this
purpose. No records of these species will be published unless a description has been accepted by the
Records Committee.

The Records Committee may seek supportive evidence in the case ofother species occurring under
unusual circumstances. The list above is not exclusive and any observer in doubtor needing advice on
any species should contact the Recorder.

8



LIST OF OBSERVERS AND CONTRIBUTORS
G. Alexander
Mrs. B. Amor
A. Amphlett
G.J. Armstrong
M. Arnott
A. Bailey
M.J. Baker
V. Baker
G.C. Barrett
R. Barrett
T.G. Bartlett
P.H. Bateup
C.G. Bealey

J.C. Bennett
D.F. Billett
R.A. Billett
D.R. Bishop
J.K. Bowers
R.P. Bowman
J. Brame
H. Braunton
R.]. Brunton
J.C, Broadley
M. Bryant
P. Budd
C. Burnett
R.W. Burwood
A.J. Butler
A.M.B. Butterworth
M.R. Campbell
M.C. Cannings
R.J. Carpenter
T. Carpenter
S.H. Carter
P.G. Chamberlain
M.H. Champion
R.A. Chapman
D. Cheke
R. Cheke
Mrs. Y. Cheke
D.A. Christie
].M. Clark
G.H. Clay
R. Clay
I.T. Clayton
].M. Cloyne
T.D. Codlin
S.H. Cohen
C.B. Collins
Mrs. M.A. Collins
M. Collins
M.C. Combridge
P. Combridge
Mrs. G.M. Cook

P.F. Cook
R.E. Cooke
R. Coomber
P.F. Cooper

J. Copley
N. Crook
C.R. Cuthbert
K. Dighton
Miss H. Donaghey
T.M.]. Doran
S.D. Dowell
B. Dudley
B.S. Duffin
T.M. Duffin
R. Dunn
P.R. Durnell
M.L. Edgeller
P. Ellcombe
T. Ellery
D.G. Evans
G.C. Evans

J.A. Eyre
R. Facer
G. Farwell
P.F. Fawkes
G.D. Field
K.J. Firth
D. Fisher
G.D. Flower
B.T. Foster
C.J. Fox
N.R. Fuggles-Couchman
D.B. Furmage
P. Gambi
P.A. Gammage
B.D. Gee
C.R. Gent
M.F. Gibbons
M.J. Gibbons
G.M. Glombek
R.J. Godden
J.R. Goodpseed
G.P. Green
A.C. Gutteridge
B.S. Gwynn
K.J. Haggar
O. Haisell
R.W. Haken
D.A.L. Hall
Mrs. P.J. Hall
S. Hall
A.P. Hancock
C. Hardy
J.Harrington

C. Harris
R.A. Harris
Haslemere N.H.S,
Mrs. O.A. Haton
M.J.W. Hay
A. Hayden
C.J. Henty
S.R. Heather
J.I. Hiiton
R.S. Hoad
P. Hobby
A. Hold
D.G.J. Holland
R. Hollins
D. Hollow
M. Howard
S. Howarth
R.L. Howells
R.V. Huxford
K. Ilsley
Mrs. J. Irvine
A.R. James
T. Jennings
H.S. Jones
J.M. Jones
N.R. Jones
S.A.S. Jones
S.G. Keen
P.J. Kerslake
Keyhaven Group
J. Kieser
V.A. King
P.A. Kirkpatrick
I. Lakin
T.A. Lawman
R.A" Leach
P.F. Le Brocq
W.G.D. Legge
D.W. Lewis
R.K. Levett
R. Lidstone-Scott
P. Lord
M. McCarthy
I. MacPherson
P.L.J. Mantle
P.C. Marston
G. Martin
K.P. Martin
T.M. Martin
K.P. Maycock
C. Mayhead
L. Mayhead
S.J. Millington
J. Mills

9



Mrs. D. Mitchell
M. Moody
P. Morrison
S. Morrison
Mrs. Murray
Mrs. R. Nevitt
H. Newman
J.D.A. Nicholl
A.Y. Norris
A.J. North
J.A. Norton
P. Noyce
M.W. Nurse
M.A. Oram
P.F. O'Riordan
N.W. Orr
S.G. Page

J. Pain
M.J. Palmer
D. Paradise
A. Parfitt
C. Parr
A.J. Parsons
N.D. Peace
D.J. Pearson
P.M. Potts
Portsnouth Group
D. Powell
R. Powell
N.H. Pratt
B. Proctor
P.J. Puckering
A,E- Purkiss
A.K. Quick
M. Rafter
E. M. Raynor
Mrs. P.J. Raynor
M.J. Reed
G.H. Rees
M. Reid B.$7. Renyard
A.S. Rhodes
C.K. Rhodes
G. Rich
J. Rowe
G.J.S. Rowland
S.R. Ruscoe
R.W. Russell
N. Rycroft
K. Rylands
D. Ryves
D.G. Sanger
R. Saunders
D. Scaife

J.G. Scon
M.A. Scott

J. Selwood

R.J. Senior

J.R.D. Shillitoe
R. Ship
M. Simmonds
R.N. Simpson
P. Sivell
C. Slade
A.C. Smailbone
Mrs. A. Smart
A.D.G. Smart
D. Smith
J.T. Smith
M.P.J. Smith
A.M. Snook

J. Spring-Smyth
K. Sporne
L. Sporne
S.H. Sporne

J.H. Stenning
G.C. Stephenson
M.A. Stewart
B. Taylor
C.D. Taylor
D.H. Taylor
M.J. Taylor
M.G. Teifer
J.M. Temple
M.G.W. Terry
C. Tester
D.A. Thelwell
M.H. Thurston
P.M. Troake
V.H. Truckle
C.R. Tubbs
J.M. Tubbs
K.A. Turner
P. Twine
C.J. Tyas
M.W. Tyler
D.J. Unsworth
R.M. Veall
J. Venner
N. Villiers
F.M. Voysey
A. Walmsley
J.M. Walters
J. Waterman
D. Watson
A. Watterson
I.R.. Watts
C.H. Wear
M.F. Wearing
Mrs. D.V. Westerhoff
R.W. White
D. Wilkinson
R.J. Wilkinson

E. Williams
A.N. Williamson
K.B. Wills
K.M. Wilson
E.J. \triseman
B. Woodley
S.K. Woolley
J.K.R. Wood
Miss S. Wood
D. Yelland

10

Apologies for any
e rrors or omissions.



BIRDS IN HAMPSHIRE, 1987

The following abbreviations have been used:

N, E, S and V = the poiats of the compass; these are combined with numbers to show the
direction in which birds overhead were moving, e.g. 17 W;

CBC = Common Bird Crnsus N.F. = New Forest
C.B. = Cress Bed NNR = National Nature Reserve
C.P. = Country Park R.T. = Rubbish Tip
G.C. = Golf Course S.F. = Sewage Farm./Works
G.P. = Gravel Pit S.P. = Sand Pit
- (in tables) = datum aot available;
0 (in tables) = visit made but none seen;
* = record maximum for area concerned.

Species are listed in order of the Voous list. Each is given a code letter; an explanation of
these is given below.
A = A species for which all records are given;
B = A species for which a summary of the records is given;
C = A species for which selected records are given, e.g. migration, weather movements,
unusual dates, etc.
D = A species recorded about which there is nothing to report.

Chichester Harbour cowts.These are included in the tables for certain species but are not
covered by any comments in the text. The area counted is largely in West Sussex but it does
include East Hayling Shore. Our thanks are due to the .Sussex Omithological Societyfor
providing these data.

Blashford Lakes is used to refer collectively to all the gravel pits in the Avon Valley north of
Ringwood (see map in HBR 1982). Warsash refers to the Hamble Estuary, the shore from
Hook Park to Warsash village and Hook-with-Warsash Nature Reserve.

Red-throated Diver (A) Gavia stellata
One flew E off Hill Head on Jan. lOth and another was there on Jan. l9th. Nearby at
Titchfield Haven, one was seen on Jan. 17th and 29th. A long staying bird was at Paulsgrove
Lake, Portsmouth Harbour from Jan. 17th-Mar.28th. At Lepe, one was on the sea on Jan.
26th and 28th and two flew E on the first date. A corpse was found at Hurst Spit on Jan.
3lst. Later in the winter, singles were at Hilsea C,reek on Feb. 25th, Curbridge on Mar. 9th
and Hill Head on Mar. l2th.

A major passage occurred on Apr. 4th, with ten E off Hayling Bay at 1325 hrs., six offshore
thereat 1520hrs.andoneEat 165Thrs.TwomovedEoff HurstCastleonthatdate. Singles
flew E off Hurst Beach and Hayling Bay on Apr. 25th and one was offshore at Hayling Bay
the next day.

One was in Langstone Harbour on Jun. 6th (CJT). This is the flrst June record for the
county.

Late year records were all of singie birds, at Pennington on Oct. 3rd,20th, Dec. 5th and
l2th, Netley on Oct. l0th, Hurst Castle on Oct. l9th (flying E), Hayling Bay on Oct. 24th,
Eling on Nov. lst and I-epe on Nov. 6th.
1986AtHurst,2onJan. 18th, I onJan. l9th, I SEon Apr.23rd,2 EonMay2ndand l on
May 5th. At Southsea, I on May l0th.
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Black-throated Diver (A) Gavia atcrica
Records of a singleton off Hill Head on Jan. I 1th, Warsash on Jan. l6th and Lee-on-the-
Solent on Jan. 17th possibly referred to the same bird. One was on the sea off Hurst Castle
on Jan. 31st and another was on nearby Mount Lake, this bird remaining to the next day.

Two were off Hill Head on Feb. 28th. One arrived frorn the W off Hayling Bay on Mar. 7th
and on the same date one partially oiled bird was found dead on the road at nearby Black
Point.

Spring passage sightings involved singles E at Hayling Bay on Apr.22nd and 24th, Hill
Head on May 7th, Hurst Beach on May 9th and two E at Hayling Bay on May 23rd. One
was off Hill Head on June 2nd (PMP). This is the first June record for the county. There
were no late year records.
1986: l, Hurst, Jan. l9th.

Great Northern Diver (A) Gavia immer
In Jan., two were at Black Point on 1st, at least one was off Hill Head from 3rd-22nd with a

maximum of three on 19th, and one was off Dibden Bay on 4th and from 15th-20th. In
Feb., one was at Black Point on i 5th. The only other records for the year were from Hayling
Bay, where there was one on Mar.7th,14th and 21st, four (including two E) on Apr' 4th and
one on Apr. 23rd/24th.
1986: l, Hurst, Jan. 18th. l, Keyhaven,/Pennington, Nov. l5th/16th.

Diver sp. (B) Gavia sP.

Along the coast there were totals of six E and nine W between Jan. l0th-Mar. l4th,
including two E at Hayling Bay on Jan. l0th, three W and one E off Lepe the next day and
four E at Hill Head on Feb. 16th. Two circled over Southampton University and left WSW
on Jan. 20th.

Spring records involved a rninimum total of 2l E and one W from Apr. 2nd-May lOth,
peaks eight E off Hayling Bay on Apr.4th (cf Red-throated Diver) and four E there on May
2nd.

Thereafter, one was off Brownwich on Aug. 26th, two flew E off Hill I{ead on Oct. 30th and
one was at Pennington on Nov. 15th.
1986: Ar Hurst, 9 on Jan. 1Sth, 7 the next day, 19 E between Apr. 23rd-May 5th (peak 9 on
May 3rd), 1 on May 16th, I $7 on Nov. lst and 2 at nearby Pennington on Nov. 22nd.

Little Grebe (C)
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

Tachybaprus ruficollis

J
24

50+
I

45

0

F
7

37

t2
51

IO

MAMJJASOND
5-171823Poms Creek

Eling./Lower Test
Blashford Lakes

Longstock,/Leckford
Yateley,/Eversley G.P.s

41400005121656
223682

38 63 16 68
124t2845

1'he only other notable counts were of 35 at Timsbury on Aug. 27th, 36 there on Oct. 4th
and 23 at Bossington on Nov. 7th.
1986: 15 at Salterns Pond, Lymington on Jan. 2lst was a good number for that site.

Great Crested Grebe (B) Podiceps cribratus
Record numbers were present between Hill Head and Eling during the cold spell from mid
Jan.-mid Feb. 111 were in the Netley,/Eling area on Jan. 18th, but thereafter numbers
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declined here, presumably because some birds moved to the Hili Head/Brownwich area,
wherethepeakcountswereaf2lT inlateJan.andlS2onFeb. l5th.Inconrrast,nonewas
found in Langstone Harbour on Jan. lTth and only l3 had returned by Feb. 7th.
Monthly maxima at seltted localities:

Black Point,/Hayling Bay
Langstone Harbour
Hill Head,/Brownwich
Netley./Hythe./Eling
Ringwmd./Bickton
Tundry Pond
Fleet Pond
Yateley,/Eversiey G.P.s

Pairs in territory were recorded as follows: Allington G.P., l; Blashford Lakes, 16;
Broadlands Lake, 4; Burgate (R. Avon), l; Blackwater Valley G.P.s (Eversley-Badshot
Lea), l9; Dogmersfield Lake, 1; Ewhurst Lake, 1; Fawley Reservoir, 3; Fleet Pond, 3;
Stratfield Saye, 2; Timsbury G.P., l; Timsbury Lake, 1; Tundry Pond, 5; Wellington C.P.,
2. Of the 60 pairs, 32 raised 67 young, l9 definitely failed and for nine the outcome was not
recorded.

Red-necked Grebe (A) Podiceps grisegena
One, possibly two> were seen off Hayling Oysterbeds, Langstone Harbour on Jan. 3rd. A
small irrflux occurred with the onset of the cold weather in mid January. Sightings were
made at Marchwood./Dibden Bay (2, Jan. l7th,/l8th, I staying to 3lst; 2, Feb. 18th),
Netley (1, Jan. 24th - probably the Dibden bird), Warsash Marina (1, Jan. 2lst, 23rd and
28th), Hill Head (1, Jan. 23rd,26thard27th), Cadland Pool, Lepe (1, Jan. 3lst), Langstone
Harbour Entrance (1, Jan. 31st), Oxey Creek, Lymington (1, Feb. 1lth), Lepe (1, Feb. 13th
and l9th - different to the earlier bird), Caishot (1, Feb. 22nd) and inland at Shepherd
Springs, Andover (1, Jan. lSth-Mar. 15th, when found dead). Thereafter the only early
year sighting was of one tr summer plumage off Hill Head from Mar. 30th-Apr. lst.

In autumn, two singles were seen, off Hurst Beach on Sept. 20th and a juvenile at Eling on
Sept. 28th. The remaining records were all for Dec.: one found dead in a road at Hoopers
Hi1l, New Milton on 4th, one at Hayling Bay on 20th and presumably the same bird at Black
Point on 3lst.

Slavonian Grebe (B) Podiceps auritus
Recorded until Apr. 5th (2, Hayling Bay and 1, Langstone Harbour) and from Nov. 1st (1,
Keyhaven). High numbers built up in Hayling Bay during March, with 1l on 7th, 21 on
l4th and 24on2lst.
Monthly maxima at selected lacalities:

Hayling Bay
Langstone Harbour
Hill Head

Weston,/Netley
Calshot,/Needs Ore

In the early year, other records were of single birds at Eling from Jan. l6th-20th, Warsash
on Jan.21st, Sweare Deep, Chichester Harbouron Jan. 3lst and Fawleyon Feb. 8th. Two
were at Dibden Bay on Jan. 20th and Pennington on Feb. 28th.

Apart from sites in the table, the only late year records were ofsingles at Keyhaven on Nov.
lst and Dec. 6th and two at Eling on Dec. l8th.
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1986: 2, Hurst, Jan. 18th. 1, Keyhaven, Feb. 8th. 1, Pennington , Dec. 27th.

Black-necked Grebe @) Podiceps nigricollis
Present in Langstone Harbour until Apr. 5th, monthly maxima being Jan', 31; Feb., 12;

Mar., 16; Apr., 7. Note the low Feb. count in the severe weather. Eisewhere singletons were
at Black Point on jan. lTth and Feb. 7th, Hayling Bay on Jan. 17th, Dibden Bay on Jan.
20th, Weston on Feb. 23rd and Mar. 9th and Timsbury G.P. from Mar. l5th- Apr. 16th.

D?''

-:-

)
At one locality, a single adult and two young were discovered on July 26th. The adult
remained until Aug. 4th and the two juveniles were last seen on Aug. l4th. This is the first
breeding record for Hampshire.

In the late year, present at Langstone Harbour from Sept. 30th, monthly maxima being
Sept., l; Oct., 20; Nov., 38; Dec., 18. The only other records involved singletons at Hill
Head on Oct. 23rd and Weston Shore on Dec. 5th and 7th.
1986:1, Hurst, Jan. l8th.

Fulrnar (B) Fulmarus glacialis
One was in Hayling Bay on Mar. 7th.

Durirrg the spring recorded from Hayling Bay (19 E + 44 W, Apr.4th-May 23rd, peaks 2 E +

l0 W, Apr. 23rd;2 E + 1i W, Apr. 24th, 4 E + l0 W, May. 23rd), Gilkicker Point (1, Apr.
22nd),H1ll Head (8 W + 1 offshore, Apr. lTth-30th), Lepe (1 E + 5 W, Apr.26th-28th),
Tanners Creek (1 W, Apr. 26th) and Hurst Beach (5 SE + 5 offshore, Apr. 4th-May 9th).

In autumn recorded from Hayling Bay (1 W, Aug. 22nd), Haslar Creek ( l, Aug. l3th), Hill
Head (1 E, July 30th; I W Aug.6th), Lepe (1 W, Aug. 16th,2 E, Aug. 18th) and Pennington
(1 E + 4 W + 2 offshore, Aug. 22nd-Sept. 6th).
1986: 8E + l0 offshore, Hurst, Apr.21st*May l7th. i, Pennington, Aug. 2nd and 10th. 2,
Hurst, Aug. 25th.

Manx Shearwater (A) Puffinus puflinus
Ten flew W off Southsea on Mar. 29th following storms (CHW). This is the first Mar.
record tbr the county.

Storms in Sept. produced further sightings, with singles W and iater E at Lepe on 19th, E at
Hurst on the same day, and inland at Timsbury from l Sth-21 st and in an Andover garden
on 21st. Both inland birds were caught and released at the coast at Lepe and Hurst
respectively.
1986: At Hurst, 3 E on May 2nd and flocks of 3 and 7 offshore on May 17th.

/
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Storm Petrel (A) Hydrobates pelagicus
Following the hurricane on the night of Oct. l5th,/l6th, single birds were seen off Stokes
Bay on lTth (AlP) and Hurst Castle on l8th (MCC, PC).

Leach's Petrel (A) Oceanodroma leucorhoa
Four were seen off Pennington,/Hurst on Oct. lTth (MCC, PC, EJ'W) and one was in
Langstone Harbour.the next day (AN'SD.
1986: I, Pennington, in still, sunny weather, Sept. 28th (MCC, PC).

Petrel sp. (A)
One flew E off Hill Head on oct. l6th (RKL).

Hydrobate s,/Oce anodroma sp.

Gannet (B) Sula bassana
A poor spring, the only records coming from Hayling Bay (4 E, Mar. 7th; I E + I IU, Apr.
4th; l, Apr. 23td;4E+2W, May 23rd), Hill Head (3 W, May l4th) and Hurst (6, May 9th).

In July, six were fishing off Hurst on I lth and?5 (15 adults) were there on July l9th. In
August three were seen off Hayling Bay. 68 were noted in September, including 8 E + 26 W
off Hayling Bay on 5th and 15 W off Lepe on 19th. The only subsequent sightings were of
two off Hurst on Oct. 7th and singles on the sea off Lepe on Oct. l9th and flying !7 over
Titchfield village on Nov. 23rd.
1986: At Hurst, 2 on Jan. l9th,2 E + 18 offshore between Apr. 25th-May lTth (peak 11,
May 17th),3 onJune 7r},.,20 (4 adults) on Sept. l3th and 7 on Sept. l4th. l, Pennington,
June l7th.

Cormorant (C)
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

Phalacrocorax carbo
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The Feb. and Mar. counts in Langstone Harbour were surprisingly low, the maximum
count of ten involving a flock w-hich flew in from the north over Portsdown Hill.
The Southampton Water counts were mostly rnade at Hythe, from where roosts at Netley,
Hamble Point, the Esso ietty and Hythe cranes are visible. The count of204 on Oct. 24th is
the highest yet for Hampshire.

The Avon Valiey counts were mostly from the Avon Village roost where 105 on Dec. 3lst
was the highest yet. Large numbers were day roosting on shingle spits at Mockbeggar Lake
in the early year, e.g. 48 on Feb. 28th (+ 60 already at Avon) and 60+ on Mar. 14th.

In the N.E. the increase continues. At Fleet Pond there were records on 79 dates in Feb. (1
bird day), Apr. (8), May (6), July (2), Aug. (5), Sept. (23), Oct. (69), Nov. (42) and Dec.
(21). All records were ofone to four apart from six flying N on Sept. 26thand 15 S on Oct.
28th. At Eversley,/Yateley G.P.s sightings were made on 54 dates in Feb. (4 bird days),
Mar. (24), Apr. (20), May (3), Sept. (1), Oct. (3), Nov. (41) and Dec. (51). All counts were of
one to four until Nov.,/Dec. when trp to l2 were present. Other records included up to three
at Stratfield Saye in Jan.-Mar. and Nov./Dec.,9 SSW over Queen's Parade, Aldershot on
June llth and 8 S over Whitehill on June 28th.

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
Southampton lfater
Avon Valley
Test Valley
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Shag (A) Phalocrocorax aristotelis

Early year records came from Black Point (1, Jan. lst), Southsea (4, Jan' lst; l, Jan. l2th,
toth, 3lst and Mar. 29th), Eling/Hythe (1, Jan. lTth-24th and Feb. 23rd), Pennington (1,

Feb. 7th; 2, Apr. 4th) and Hill Head (2, May 6th).

Late year records were ofsingles at Black Point and Southsea on Oct. l8th, Lepe from Oct.
2}th:23td, Warsash and Mayflower Park on oct. 25th, sandy Point on Dec. 5th and

Wesron Shore on Dec. 21st, and three sub adults inland at Wellington C.P. on Nov' 29th'
1986: At Hurst, I on May lst,5th and 10th,3 on May l8th and l on Nov. l6th. l,

Pennington, Oct. l8th.

Bittern (A) Botautus stellaris

At least one of the two December i986 birds at Fleet Pond remained into the new year, with
sightings on Jan. 2nd, 3rd,6th, 25th and Feb. 8th. Two were again present from Feb.

l0th-20th and the last record was of one on Feb. 23rd. Elsewhere, there was a small influx
coinciding with the severe weather. Records came from (singles unless otherwise stated):

Broadlands Lake (Jan. 6th and 27th), Titchfield Haven (l/Z,lan 12th-24th), Lymbourne
Stream, Langstone (Jan. l Tth), Farlington Marshes (Jan. l Tth and 24th - flying W at dusk),

Dibden Bay (Jan. 20th), Sopley/Winkton (Jan. 23rd-Feb. 7th) and Wildgrounds, Gosport
(Jan.25th, Feb. lst and 26th).

Late year reports were of singles at Fleet Pond from Nov. 2lst-24th and at Oxey Marsh,
Lymington on Nov. 24thar,d Dec. l8th.

Cattle Egret (A)
The 1986 bird at Titchfield Haven remained until Jan' 1lth.

Bubuculus ibis

Littte Egret (A) Egretta garzetta

One flew E across Keyhaven saltings on Aug. 10th (ElW) and presumably the same bird
was at Curbridge on the River Hamble from Aug. l6th-31st (DPo, MFt07 er a,|.

Another was inland at Leckford on the River Test on Oct. 17th (PJP), then one arrived from
the W at Keyhaven on Nov. 14th (EJW, GDF, MCC, PC) and one was at Lower Test
Marshes on Nov. 18th (JP, AP). These records probably refer to no more than two birds,
and the Nov. ones are the first for that month.

All the records were acceptedby British Birds.

Grey Heron (C) Atdea cinerea
Counts of20+ were made at Amport (c. 25 overhead, Sept. 23rd), IBM Lake, Cosham (21,

Sept. 21st), Langstone Harbour (max. 30, Sept. 20th and 26th), Lower Test Marshes (max.
30 -date not given), MockbeggarLake(24, Sept. 26th) and Timsbury (53, Jan. lst;32, Dec.
13th).

Breeding records (counts of occupied nests) were as follows: Blashford, 10; Elvetham
Wood, 7; Fort Elson (Gosport), 36+, Hinton Admiral Park, 5,/6; Sopley, 10; Sowley Pond,
26/27; Tournerbury, 9; Trotts Wood (Marchwood), 13,/14. No counts were made at
Marwell or Ramridge C-opse (Weyhill). Sites counted in both years show a decrease from
124 nests in 1986 to 98 in 1987.

Spoonbill (A) Platalea leucorodia
Two were seen in the Lymington Estuary on Apr. 23rd (ElW) and one circled over
Farlington Marshes and left east on May 9th (PG).
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Mute Swan (B)
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

Chichester Hilbou!
Legstone H{bour
Canc Lake, Southsea

Baffins Pond, Portsmouth
Titchfield Haven
Itchen Estuary
Eling Great Marsh
Lymiogton/Hurst
SoPleY,/Bisteme
Ringwmd/Bickton
'Woodgreen/Hale

Broadluds Estate/Lake
Timsbury
LongstcWleckford
M27 G.P. Eastleigh
Yateley./Eversley G.P.s
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An unprecedented spring passage took place at Timsbury, with a maximum of 82 on Apr.
5th. Oiher sites on the fist naa their maxima in other months, e.g. 34 at John O'Gaunt's
Lake, King Somborne on Feb. 3rd, 36 at Romsey on Feb. l9th, 30 at Bossington on Nov.

7th and 32 at Mottisfort in Dec. 13th. The only other sites where counts exceeded 20 were

Alresford Pond (27, Oct. lSth) and Wellington C.P. (max. 23, Nov. 2fth and Dec. 6th).

Bewick's Swan (B) Cygttus columbianus

In the early year, counts in the Avon Valley exceeded 300 for the first time, with maxima of
3l I (25 firit winters) on Jan. l Tth and 314 (25 first winters) on Feb. 28th. The last were 14 at

Ibsley on Mar. l6th. The first returns werc12 at Ibsley on Nov. lst but subsequently

numbers were low, reaching a maximum of 93 (14 first winters) on Dec. 20th. Half monthly
maxima for the main sites and the whole valley are shown below'
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other records were: 2, Eling Great Marsh, Jan. 10th, arrived from N, left sE;5, Hill Head,

Jan. l5th; 2, Keyhaven Harbour, Jan. l6th, left N; 2 W, Winchester,-Jan' 16th; 3 E,

Whitehill and 3 d, West Hayling, Jan. 17th;3, Emsworth Channel, Jan. l8th (the Hayling

birds); 12, Titchfield Haven, Jan. lTth-Feb. 28th; I first winter, M27 G.P., Eastleigh, Feb.

tOth-May 26th; 106 N, Ashley lgalk, Mar. 14th; l, Winaall Moors, June 20th; I \r/,
Stubbington, after dark, Nov. 5th; 7 IV, Langstone Harbour and 7 N, Bishopstoke, Dec.

6th.

One showing the characteristics of rhe Nearctic race, the Whisding Swan, C.c'

columbianuskas at Ibsley from Jan. lst-25th. Accepted by British Brrds. The first British
record (MRe, GJA er al).
1986: Orrc showing the characteristics of the race C.c. columbianuswas at Ibsley on Dec.

3lst (see above).

Whooper Swan (A) CYgnus cYgnus

One flew W over North Hayling on Jan. 3rd (RJS) and two flew low W over Bramshill R-T.
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on Jan. 19th (MASc). 'fhree moved W over North Hayling on Nov. 7th (CBC, MJWH,
KWM, RJS) and one flew SW over Waltham Chase the next day (KWM).

Bewick's,/Whooper Swan (A) Cygnus columbiannus/cygnus
Seven flew W over Winchester S.F. on Feb. 8th and seven E over Titchfield Haven on Feb.
l6rh.

Bean Goose (A) Anser fabilis
The bird of the race llbrTrs at Tundry Pond in Dec. 1986 was seen again on Jan. 5th. One of
the race ross;'cus was with W'hite-fronts at Blashlord on Jan. 17th (JMCk).

Pink-footed Goose (A) Anser brachyrhynchus
Single birds (probably ferai) were reported from Mottisfont on Feb. 15th, Eversiey G.p. on
Apr" I 1th, Titchfield Haven from Ocr. 2nd-5th, Fleet Pond on Oct. 12th and Bossington on
Dec. l3th. A party of eight at Titchfield Haven from Dec. 19th-31st rvere considered to be
genuine wild birds (BSD er a1).

White-fronted Goose (B) Anser albifrons
In the Avon valley, the maximum count of 520 on Jan. 25th coincided with the severe
weather. In Feb. three counts were between 265 and 300 and on Mar. I st, 310 were present.
Thc last were four on Mar. l6th. Nine were back by Nov. 25th, numbers rising to 205 on
Dec. 12th but then decreasing to 151 on Dec.31st.

Apart lrom one at Broadlands Lake on Mar. 18th and 20 S over Romsey on Nov. I0th, all
other records were ofone to six and within the above dates.

Greylag Goose (C) Anser anser
Maximum counts at iocalities with double figure counts were: 16, Sopley,/Bisterne, Oct.
lSth;322*, Stratfield Saye, Oct. 3rd; 30, Bossingron, Feb. 15th; 100+, Bransbury Common,
Dec. 26th; 53, Longparish, Apr. 5th; 13, Longsrock, Mar. 17th.

The only breeding records were ofone occupied nest at Longparish and one pair which
raised eight young ar '$Teliington c.P. No young were reared ar Stratfield Saye due to
control measures.

Canada Goose (B) Branta c:anadensis
counts in Aug.-Nov. in various areas are shown below (1986 figures in brackets)
Stratfield Saye./Bramshill area 738(c)
Fleet,/Elvetham,/Tundry Pond area 790(c)
Eversley,/Yateley G.P.s 833(c)
Frimley G.P.,/Badshor Lea,/Sleaford Reservoir 3?3(c)
Petersfield/Liphook area 80
Itchen Valley (Allington - Alresford) 309
Test Valley (Eling - Sr. Mary Boume) 331
Avon Valley (Avon Village - Bickton) 340
Needs Ore,/Sowley Pond area Dg
Titchfield Haven 242
Portsmourh area 165
TOTALS 4130

(c1 = Co-ordinated count, October 3rd

( 1850)

(510)
(300)
(250)
(246)
(250)
(120)
(325)
(205)
(228)

(56)
(4340)

Rccord counts included: 123, Sinah G.P., Sept. 27th;92, Farrington Marshes, Aug. 22nd;
9j, Balrins Pond, oct. 18th; 1 18, IBM Lake, sept.22nd,;242, Titchfielcl Haven, Nov.; 190,
Avon Village,zBisterne, Oct. iBth; 1225, Eversley G.p., Sept. 26th;75U+, Tundry pond,
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Oct. 3rd; 790 roosting, Fleet Pond, Oct. 3rd (Tundry birds); 210, Sleaford Reservoir, Oct.
23rd.

Brent Goose (B)
Monthly aaxima at seleted localities:

Branta bernicla
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Lmgstone Harbour
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Hill HeaVChilling
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The only first winters reported in the early year were five at Langstone Harbour and one at
the Beaulieu Estuary. In the late year, numbers were again low, with only 79 out of 6280 at
Langstone and 16 out of 860 in the Hurst area on Nov. 2lst.

Spring passage records involved a minimum of 610 E between Mar. 2lst-May l2th with a

peak of 496 E at Hurst on Apr. 4th (cf. C,ommon Scoter and Little Gull).

Several inland sightings were reported: 10 NNW, Regent's Park, Southampton, ian. 3rd; I
with White-fronts, Ringwood, Jan. I lth; 16, Eastleigh S.F., Jan. 26th; l0 (7 first winters),
Mockbeggar Lake, Dec. 26th. Langstone birds ,ue apparently regularly moving inland to
feed, as shown by counts of c. 250 on Jan. lSth and c. 200 on Dec. 3rd iust north of
Portsdown Hill.

Records of birds showing the characteristics of other races were of single Pale-bellied
Brents B,b. hrotaat West Hayling on Jan. l5th and Keyhaven on Dec. 19th, and a single
Black Brant B.b. nigricans at Farlington Marshes from Feb. 7tb-l2th (R.'U7W et al; arrd
presumably the same at East Hayling from Nov. 9th-2lst (CBC er al). The nigricans
records have been accepted by British B/rds and are the first for the county (see also 1986
below).
/986. One showing the characteristics of therace B.b. nigricanswas at Chichester Harbour
from Nov. 2nd into 1987 and was frequently seen at East Hayling (CBC, MAC).

Shelduck (B) Tadorna tadoma
The count of 2783 at Langstone Harbour on Jan. lTth was the highest there since Feb.
1972.
Monthly maxima at selrcted localities:

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Ponsmouth Ilarbour
Titchfield Haven
Wa.sash

Fawiey/Calshot
Beaulieu Estuary
Sowley,/Lymington
Lymington/Hurst
Ringwod/Bickton

Movements noted included t 17 W off Lepe and Pennington in cold weather between Jan.
10th-l2th, i7 off high NW from Farlington Marshes on Apr. 12th and 95+ E through the
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Solent between Apr. 4th-May 23rd.

Broods were reported as follows: Langstone Harbour islands, 5; Wildgrounds (Gosport),2;
Dibden Bay, l; Fawley,/Calshot, l; Pyleweil, 1; Milford-on-Sea, l; Mockbeggar Lake, 2;
Spinaker Lake, l; Ilamer lfarren S.P., 1. 20+ pairs attempted breeding at North Solent
NNR.

Other inland records came from 13 sites, rnonthly totals being: Jan., 3; Feb., 19; Iflar.,2;
Apr.,27; May, 4; June, l; Aug., 3; Sept.,4; Oct., l; Dec.,2. All records were of one to four
apart from 6, Heath Pond, Feb. 8th and 1 ith; 7, Alresford Pond, Feb. l4th and 18,
Sopley./Bisterne, Apr. 5th.

Mandarin (B) Aix galericulata
R.eports of successful breeding came from Eyeworth Pond (6 young raised) and Stratfield
Saye (7 young raised). Elsewhere, reports ofpairs in suitable breeding habitat came from
Headley, Leckford, Liphook and six New Forest sites.

In other months, records came from a further eighteen sites mainly in the N.E. and the New
Forest. Counts over four were made at Cadnam Ring (5, Feb. 4th), Fleet Pond (up to 8,
Sept. 2nd-30th), Passfield Pond (37, Oct. 2nd), and Stratfield Saye (13, ltly 26th;32+,
Sept.4th;72*, Sept. 13th;48, Oct. 3rd).

Wigeon (B)
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

Anas penelope

D
540
660

I 156

349

108

362

280
200

l6Gr
606

2W
30

A marked cold weather movement took place between Jan. 10th-l3th, with a rninimum of
923 W through the Solent and an arrival of 1000 at Pennington/Keyhaven on llth.
Subsequently, exceptional numbers were present at Titchfield Haven (max. 3330*, Jan.
l5th), Langstone Harbour (2236*, Jan. lSth) and in the Avon Valley (4130*,
Sopley,/Bisterne and 2750, RingwoodlBickton, Jan. 25th). Numbers at other inland
localities showed a marked influx with 70, Winchester S.F., Jan. l8th; 90+, Alresford Pond,
Jar,.22rd;62, Avington Park, Jan. 25th and 117, BishopstokelAllington G.P.,/Highwood
Reservoir, Jan. 31st.

Numbers dropped markedly in Feb. but both the Avon Valley and Titchfield Haven still
held over 2000 birds.

In the late year, numbers were below normal at most sites.
1986: The Sept. max. for Titchfield Haven should read 30, not I 1 .

American Wigeon (d) Anas americana
A drake was at Titchfield Haven from May 7th until July (BSD, RKL). Accepted by Brirr'si
Brrds. The fifth Hampshire record.

Chichester Harbour
Lmgstone Harbour
Titchfield Haven
Eling,/Hlthe
Fawley,/Calshot
Beaulieu Esmary
Sowley./Lymington
Lymington,/Hurst
Sopley,/Bisterne
Ringwood,/Bickton
Broadlands/Bossington
Stratfield Saye
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Gadwall (B) Anas strePera

A record number of c. 520 was present in Dec., maintaining the species steady increase after
a brief respite. Numbers were estimated at c. ,100 in Jan.
Monthly maxima at seleted localities:

Titchfield Haven

Beaulieu Estuary
Sowley Pond

Ringwmd./Bickton
Laverstoke/Overton
Allin5on G.P.
Winchester S.F.

Alresford Pond

Stratfieid Saye

Yateiey/Eversiey G.P.s

Other localities with counts of l0+ were Fawley Refinery (12, Dec.20th),Northington (14,

Feb. 15th;42+, Sept. 27th), Sopley (11, Jan. 25th), Warsash (11, Jan. 2lst), Wellington C.P'
(up to 13, Dec. 23rd-30th) and Winnall Moors (32*,lar 25th).

Successful breeding was reported at Alresford Pond (2 broods, l0 young), Biashford Lakes
(3 broods, I 5 young), Brown Candover ( I brood, 2 young), Ovenon (4 broods, c' 35 young),
Poihampton (i brood, 5 young), Winchester Cnllege (l brood, 4 young) and Vinchester
S.F. (l brood, 8 young). Pairs were also present in suitable breeding habitat at Paulsgrove
R.T., Titchfield Flaven, Warsash, Needs Ore (4), Stratfield Saye, Avington and Warnford
Park.
1986: 34*, Needs Ore, Mar. 1lth"
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Teal (B)
Monthly maxima at seltrted localities:

Anas crecca

Chichester Habour
Langstone Hubour
Porsmouth Hubour
Titchfield Haven
Warsash
Eling/Lower Test
Fawley/Calshot
Beaulieu Estuary
SowleY,/LYmington
Lymingto!/Hurst
Sopley/Bisteme
Ringwood./Bickton
Broadlands/Timsbury
Avington
Alresford Pond
Dogmersfield Lake
Stratfield Saye

Counts of 50+ were also made at Allington G.P. (50, Jan. l2th), Winchester College (60 E,

Jan. 29th), Northington (55, Oct. l8th) and Wellington C.P. (52 W, Dec.27th). Successful
breeding was reported from Highclere Park (l brood, 2 young), Liss Forest Pond (l brood,
2 young), Stratfield Saye ( I brood, 2 young), Warblington ( I brood) and Woolmer Pond (2
broods, 9 young).

A drake showing the characteristics of the Neartic race, the Green-winged Teal, A.c.
carolinensis was near Romsey on Feb. 28th. Accepted by British Blrds. The eighth
Hampshire record.
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Mallard (B)
Monthly maxima at seleted localities:

Anas platyrhynchos

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Hartrour
Baffins Pond
Ponsmouth Harbour
Titchfield Haven
Lower Test Marshes
Beaulieu Estuary
Ringwood/Bickton
Broadlands
Leckford/Longstock
Avington
Alresford Pond
Northingron
Stratfield Saye

Eversley/Yateley G.P.s
Dogmersfield Lake
Fleer Pond

Counts did not exceed 200 at any other locality

Pintail (B)
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

Anas acuta
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Other coastal records came from seven sites but the only counts to exceed six were made at
Fawley,/Calshot (max. 7, Dec. 20th) and Sowley Pond (max. 14, Jan. 27th). Records of
movement included 9 W, Lepe, Jan. l lth; 2 E, Hurst, Apr. 3rd; 2 E, Hurst, Apr. 4th; I E,
Lepe and Hayling Bay, Apr. 28th; l5 W, Pennington, Oct. 25th.

Inland records away from the Ringwood,/Bickton area came from Eversley G.P. (2, Mar.
14th; 5, Aug. l4th), Fleet Pond (1, Nov. 26th), Sopley,/Bisterne (1, Jan. llth and Dec.
31st), Sway Lakes (1, Jan. 13th), Winchester College (12 N, Feb. 4th) and Winchester S.F.
(1, Jan. 25th).
1986: 6, Titchfield Haven, Sept. lTth and I there, Dec. I lth.

Garganey (A) Anas querquedula
The only spring records were of a pair at Needs Ore on May 2nd, and single drakes there on
May 4th and at Keyhaven Marsh on May 25th.

In autumn, singies were at Warsash on July l3th, Milton Reclamation on Aug. 5th and
Fleet Pond on Sept. 16th.
1986: 8, Pennington, Aug. l0th (PC, MCC).
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Shoveler (B)
Monthly aaxima at seleted lorelities:

Anas clypeata

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Hubour
Paulsgrove R.T.
Titchfield Haven
Wusash
Beaulieu Esruuy
Lymington/Hursr
Ringwmd/Bickton
,tllington G.P.
Alresford Pond
Stratfield Saye

Other localities with counts of l0+ were tsaffins Pond (17, Jan. l8th;20, Feb. 15th; 12, Mar.
l5th), Dibden Bay (l l, Mar.2fth and 27th); Sowley Shore (15, July l3th) and SowleyPond
(16, Oct. 17th; 38, Dec. l2th).

Breeding was proved at Farlington Marshes where a pair raised one young.
1986:40+, Needs Ore, Feb.27th.

Red-crested Pochard (A) Nena rufina
Single drakes were recorded at Eling Great Marsh on Jan. l5tVl6th, Heath Pond,
Petersfield on Jan. l7th,/l8th, BlackwaterMeadows on Feb. 3rd, Eversley G.P. on Feb. 6th
(the Blackwater bird), Sinah G.P. on Mar. l5th and Farlington Marshes from A.pr.
l2th-18th.

Pochard (B)
Monthly maxima at seleted localities:

Aythya feina

Simh G.P.
IBM Lake,/Paulsgrove R.T.
Titchfield Haven
Fawley Reserooir
Sowley Pond
Ringwod,/Bickton
Broadlmds Lake
Timsbury G.P.
Mottisfont
Allington G.P.
Wiuchester S.F.
Alresford Pond
Stratfield Saye

Wellingron C.P.
Yateley,/Eversley G.P.s
Fleet Pond

Other localities with counts of 50+ were Laverstoke (62, Feb. 7th), Sopley,/Bisterne (89,
Jan. 25th; 55+, Nov. 22nd), Tundry Pond (57, Feb. 13th) and Winnall Moors (60, Jan.
30th).

Broods were reported as follows: Alresford Pond, 6; Fleet Pond, 4; Timsbury, 3.
1986: The Oct. max. for Titchfield Haven should read 12, not 7.

JFMAMJJASOND
15722-0u00

t3347606513509062@65
612t72502690@5238

38167231?530328870
0ll000000lllll14
l7L2 142-N+8-tl 4
21382170250417030
356838190-0-14163,,25
2091050000141316
m244322026207
110100010t41000

JFMAMIJASOND
2017583000002378886
7347100000t262640
169164200000081743
75 60 0 0 0 0. o 0 0 0 65
74679000006154t75

2t5 43t y9 L7 2 - 5 - 4 26 177 411

5746142001t31851100

661450000001017
180 2tO ll5 60 20 30 25 t5 fr 45 115 145
153 tN & 60

74582610900000050
61224682111273
55671190000154422
33707120000003266
75605811319612262251
56584510356362963945

)?



Ring-necked Duck (A) Aythya collaris
The 1986 bird remained in the Frimley G.P./Ash Vale G.P' area until Apr. 6th; it spent
most of its time on Surrey water but was occasionally seen in Hampshire. It reappeared at

Fleet Pond on Apr. l8th and then moved to Dogmersfield Lake, where it remained until
Apr. 25th (MASc, KBW, W'GDL).

A first winter drake was at Mockbeggar Lake on Nov.22nd/23rd (JMCk eral) and then at

Timsbury G.P. from Dec. I lth into 1988 (PL, KJF, DAT etal). This is thefifth Hampshire
bird.

All records were accepted by British Birds.

Ferruginous Duck (A) Aythya nyroca
A female 'ilas at Fleet Pond on Jan. 9th (WGDL, MASc) and a male was at Mockbeggar
Lake on Dec. l3th (CGB) and 16th (GPG). Presumably the same bird was relocated on the
River Avon at Sopley on Dec. 28th (AHa), where it remained into 1988.

Tufted Duck (B) AYthYa fuliPla
The Jan. cotd spell froze most still water and so resulted in several abnormally high
gatherings on rivers, e.g. at Titchfield Haven, Rignwood,/Bickton, Broadlands and
Mottisfont (see table below) and on salt water - notably 108 in Langstone Harbour and 160

ar Wesron/Netley Shore on Jan. l6th. Also of interest were l8 W at Lepe in 2.75 hours on

Jan. llth (cf Wigeon, Pintail).
Monthly maxima at selrcted localities:

Sinah G.P.
Baffins Pond
IBM Lake./Paulsgrove R.T,
Titchfield Haven
Fawley Reserooir

Sowley Pond
Ringwod/Bickton
Woodgreen/Hale
Broadlmds Estate,/Lake
Timsbury G.P.
Mottisfont
Leckford./Longstck
Rookesbury Mill
Ovenon-/Laverstoke
Allington G.P.
Highwmd Reservoir
Winchester S.F.
Winnall Moors
Alresford Pond
Dogmersfield Lake
Stratfield Saye
'Wellington C.P.

Yateley,/Eversley G.P.S

Breeding records involved 52 broods at 20 sites, including nine at Blashford Lakes, l2 at
Eversiey G.P. and seven at Winnall Moors.

Scaup (A) AJrhya marila
The cold weather produced a notable influx, with the first a female at Sowley Pond on Jan.
3rd, then several records of single birds between I lth- 14th, ten moving W at Pennington in
40 minutes on tr2th and six in Langstone Harbour from l2th-l7th. A large flock was
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established in the Hythe/Dibden BaylMarchwood area of Southampton Water, with eight
on Jan. l4th, rising to 3l (lOm) on i8th. Counts then varied between 19 and 26 up to Feb.
18th, with three on Feb. 22nd the last record. 26 (lZm) off Brownwich on Feb. l5th and
four at Netley Shore on F'eb. l9th were presumably Hythe birds. Other coastal records, all
of one or two birds, came from 12 sites with the last two females at Titchfield Haven on
Mar. 29th. Inland records were of a drake at Bisterne (R. Avon) on Jan. 25th and single
females at Woodgreen (R. Avon) on Jan. l8th, Blashford Lakes on Jan. lSth/l9th and Feb.
2\th/lvlar. ist and Eversley G.P. on Mar. 5th. Approximate half monthly totals are shown
below.

Jan Jan Feb Feb Mar Mar
l-t5 l6-3i l-14 15-28 l-15 16-31

3254322664

The only late year records were of three female,/immatures at Portsrnouth Harbour on Nov.
2lst and one female at Iingstone Harbour on Nov. 28th.

Eider (B) Somatetia mollissima
In the early year the Black Point,/Hayling Bay flock reached a maximum of 50 on Apr. 4th
but in the remainder of the year numbers were low'

Monthly maxima at selected lacalities:

N
l9
0
0

Other records came frorn Dibden Bay (5, Jan. l0th), Calshot (1, Feb' 22nd), Lepe (12, Mar.
l5th; I W, Mar. lTth; 2 W, Oct. 2lst), Southsea (3 E, Apr. 5th), Langstone Harbour (1,

May 26th) and Netley/Weston Shore (1, Dec. l6th and 25th).

Long-tailed Duck (A) Clangula hyemalis
The only record was of two flying E at Sandy Pointon May 23rd. The worstyear since 1978,

when one was reported.

Common Scoter (B)
Approximate monthly totals:

Melanitta nigra

Black Point/Hayling Bay

Hill Head
Pennington

JF
t7 35

06
t)

M
40

9

I

M
81

I

A
50

l3
0

M
2

4
5

J
0

0

6

J
0

0

0

I
0

0
6

J
32

0
I

o
0
0
0

S

0

0

7

A
0
0
6

D
9

0
0

On sea

Flying E
Flying V

The only double hgure count in the early year was of 30 W at Hayling on Jan. l lth.

Atotalof 722E was recorded on spring passage between Mar. 7th-Apr 26th, peak 649E at
Hayling Bay on Apr. 4th with 554 seen between 1300 and 1500 hrs. Other records included
80+ at Hayling Bay on Mar. 7th, 400 off Hurst Beach on Apr. 4th and ll0 there the
following day.

Summer records were of 25 at Hurst on July I lth and eight there on July l9th.

Autumn passage was reported between Aug. 9th-Oct. 2lst and iavolved small numbers
with a peak of 35W at Pennington on Aug. 9th.

In the late year, records were of one to four birds apart from eight at Warsash on Nov. 24th.
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Velvet Scoter (A) Melanitta fusca

FourwereseenoffBlackPointonJan. lst.Allotherrecordsintheearlyyearwereofsingle
birds: females at West Common Shore, Hamble on Jan. 7th, Weston./Netley Shore on Jan.
l6th and Curbridge on Mar. 9th, and males flying W at Lepe on Jan. llth and at

Eling./Marchwood from Jan. lTth-19th and Feb. 3rd.

In the late year two flew E at Pennington on Oct. 24th, two drakes did likewise at Lepe on

Nov. 6th and a female was at Weston/Netley Shore from Dec. 13th-3lst.

Goldeneye (B) BucePhala clangula
Present until Apr. 13th (1, Warsash) and from Oct. l?th (2 W, Flill Head).
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

Chichester Harbour
Hayling Bay

Langstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
Netley/Weston Shore

Lymington/Hurst
Ringwood/Bickton

The record numbers at Netley,/Weston Shore were attracted to the sewage outfall there.
Counts of males were very low, e.g. only four out of 120 on Feb. 2nd and eight out of 82 on
Feb. 23rd. Maxima at other sites in Southampton Water were of seven at Nofiham, R.
Itchen on Feb. 6th, l8 at Eling on Ja*24thand33 (5 m) at DibdenBay on Jan. 4th, which
arrived at dusk from the Netley direction. Other coastal records came from Titchfield
Haven/Hill Head (max. 5, Jan.), Curbridge (max. 8, Jan l2th), Warsash (max. 1), Lepe (2
W, Jan. I lth; I E, Dec. 2nd), the Beaulieu Estuary (max. 2) and Sowley Pond (1, Apr. 6th).

In rhe Ringwood,/Bickton area numbers also reached record levels. Many feed on the R.
Avon during the day but fly into roost at Blashford Lakes at dusk. The count of 64 (9 m) on
Mar. lst consisted of 44 at Mockbeggar Lake and 20 at Ellingham Lake. Other inland
records came from Highwood Reservoir,/Allington G.P. (1 f, Jan. llth-l7th), Overton
Ponds (1 f, Jan. l8th-Mar. lst), Yateley G.P. (l m, Jan. 30th), Eversley G.P. (l f, Mar.
18th-Apr. 5th) and Fleet Pond (l imm. m, Oct. l9th).

Smew (B) Mergus albellus
As in 1985 and 1986, a notable influx occurred during the severe weather, with most present
in the second half of Jan. Approximate half monthly totals are shown below.
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Redheads
Adult males

One was at Yateley G.P. on Jan. lst/2nd but the main arrival was from Jan. l2th onwards
The records are summarised below.
Sinah G.P.: l, Jan. 3lst-Mar. l4th.
IBM Lake:1, Jan. l2th-Mar.l2th but 5, Jan. 20ti/Zlst.
Titchfield Haven:3, Jan. l3th; l, Feb.2lst.
Netley/Weston Shore: l,!an. lTth-24th and Feb. 23rd.
Cobden Bridge, R. Itchen: l, Jan. l5th-Feb. 1st.

Eling,/Lower Tesc 4, Jan. l6th; 2, 17th;3, l8th; 1/2, l9th-27th; 1, Feb. 8th.
Broadlands Lake:2, Jan. l6thll7th;1,24th; pr., Mar. l3th.
Fawley Reservoir 2, lar- 78th.
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Exbury Poads: 1, Jan. 25th.
SowleyPond:1m,Jan. l2th-2lst;2m,24th-Feb. lst; I redhead,Jan2Tthand3redheads,
Feb. lst; l, Feb.22nd.
Lymington To11 Bridge:2, Jan. l8th; l, Jan. 26th.
Keyhaven/Pennington: 1, Jan. lOth and 16th;6 (l m) l7th; pr., l8th; 1, lftV20th and Feb.
lst; 2, Feb. 7th.
Sopley/Bisteme, R. Avon: l, Jan. l2th; 7 (l m), l5th; pr., 16th;4,25th.
Blashford Lakes: 4, Jan. l7th;4 (l m), 25th;5, 3lst; 6 (l m), Feb. 7th; then up to 3 to Mar.
lst.
Timsbury G.P.: pr., Mar. l5th.
Twyford R. Itchen: I shot, Jan. l7th.
Alresford Pond: I m, Mar. 15th.
Srradield Saye: l, Jan. 30th.
Yateley/Eversley G.P.s: l, Feb. 5th-7th, I lth; pr., Feb. l5th.

All were redheads unless otherwise stated.

In the late year two redheads were at Mainbridge, Romsey on Dec. l3th,/l4th. One left N
but the other remained trntil at least Dec. 20th.
1986: I m, Blackwater, Needs Ore, Feb. lTth-l9th;2 redheads there, Mar. 7th and l, Mar'
I lth-l3th.

Red-breasted Merganser (B) Mergus setrator
Present until M ay 25th(2, Langstone Harbour) and from Oct" 3rd (4, Langstone Harbour),
apart from singles at Pennington on July 4th andfrom Aug. fth-l6th, Langstone Harbour
from July 22nd-Arg. l5th, and two E at Keyhaven on Aug. 2nd.
Monthly maxima at selrted localities:

Chichester Harbour
Lmgstone Hrbour
Portsmouth Hubour
Hill Head,/Bromwich
Wrsash
Southampton Water
Lymington/Hunt

Maxima at individual Southampton Water sites included 40 (5 m) off Netley/Weston
Shore on Feb. 23rd, 32 (2 m) at Northam, R. Itchen on Mar. 8th and 18 (4 m) off Dibden
Bay on Mar. 20th.

Spring passage through the Solent was noted between Mar. 7th-May 9th, involving a

minimum total of 84 E and 19 W. The peak movement occurred on Apr. 4th, when 45+

moved E at Hurst and 2l E at Hayling Bay (assumed to be the same birds in calculating the
total).

Autumn movements included nine W at Hurst on Oct. l9th and seven W at Hayling Bay on
Oct.24th.

Goosander (B) Metgus merganser
In the early year, the usual flock was present in the Wellington C.P. area and a small inIlux
occurred in other parts of the county. Approximate half monthly totals are shown below.

,lil ,.1;l xi: ,i;: ri; ,#i li;
Wetlington C.P. area 10 19 32 34 27 16 I
Elsewhere 12 25 16 14 14 2 2
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In the Weltington area, selected counts were: l0 (4 m), Wellington C.P., Jan. 7th; 19 (7 m),
Stratfield Saye, Jan. 3}th;32 (11 m) roosting, Wellington C.P., Feb. l5th;27 (9 m),
Eversley G.P., Feb. lgth;34 (12 m) at all three sites, Feb, 2lst;27 (6 m), EversleY G.P.,
Mar. l4th; l, Eversley G.P., Apr. 5thl6th.

Other records are summarised below.
Hilsea Moat/IBM Lake: l, Jan. lTth-Mar. llth.
Titchfield Haven/Hill Head: I m, Jan. l4th; l, l6th/l7th; I m, 24th.
Wesron/Northam (R. Itchen): l-3, Jan. lTth-Feb. 7th then I to Mar. 7th.
Eling/Marchwood:1, Jan. lTth and 20th.
Beaulieu:1, Jan. 17th; 3, l8th; l,20th.
Lymington RiverT, Jan. l7th.
Keyhavent I m, Jan. 17th.
Sopley 4 (l m), Jan. l5th; pr., l6th.
Mockbeggar Lafte: 3 (1 m), Feb. 7th; 1, I lth-28th;6 (2 m), Mar. lst; 4 (2 m), 2nd; l, l4th
and 2fth;2, Apr. 5th.
Woodgreen: I m, Mar. l5th.
Holmsley G.P.:1, Feb. l5th.
Broadlands Lake:2, Jan. l6th.
Allington G.P.: l, Mar. l5th and l8th.
Highwood Reservoir l, lan. I lth; 2 m, l6th.
Winchester College:6 (5 m) N, Jan. l5th.
Airesford Pond: 3 (l m), Jan. 2lst; l,25th.
Fleet Pond: pr., Feb. 4th/5th; I m, l0th-l4th ard23rd;5 (2 m),24th/25th;9 (l m), 26th;
then l-4 to Mar. l3th.
Canp Farm S.F.:8 (3 m) NE, Feb.8th.

AII were redheads unless otherwise stated.

In the late year there were up to Iive males in the Wellington C.P. area from Dec. 5th-31st.

Ruddy Duck (A) Oxyura jamaicensis
In the early year, reported from Blashford Lakes (l f, Jan. lTth-Feb. 7th), Eling,/Dibden
Bay (l m and I f separately, Jan. l8th; 2 m, Jan. 3lst), Wellington C.P. (l m, Jan. 28th),
IBM Lake (1 f, Jan. 30ttr) and Eversley G.P. (l f, Mar. l2th).

During the breeding season, present at Blashford Lakes from May 16th-Aug. 23rd, with a

maximum of four (threr males) at Mockbeggar Lake and a pair with young at Ivy Lake on
July 25th.

In the late year, reported from Mockbeggar Lake ( I f, Sep. 27th and Nov. I st-22nd), Fleet
Pond (l f/imm., Oct. 2nd-4th), Sowley Pond (2f/imms., Oct. l9th; l, Nov. l4th and Dec.
12th), Ladywell Lake, Alrebury (l m, Nov.,/Dec.) and Timsbury G.P. (3 (2 m), Dec.
I lth-3lst).
1986: I imm., Baffins Pond, Portsmouth, Mar. lst. I f/imm., Blackwater, Needs Ore, Mar.
6rh/7th.

Black Kite (A) Mi,lvus migrans
One off Hurst Beach on May 4th arrived from the direction of the Needles before flying W
towards Hengistbury Head (BDG, JAN). Accepted by Eritish Birds" Thethird Hampshire
record.

Red Kite (A) Milvus milvus
Single birds flew over Shawford on Feb. 17th (MFG) and NNW over South Hayling on
Oct. 20th (CJT).
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Marsh Harrier (A) Circus aeruginosus
Spring occurrences showed a healthy increase with eight recorded, compared with two in
1986. Records came from Fleet Pond (ad. male left W, Apr. 23rd), Boldrewood (female

!VNW, May 2nd), Normandy Marsh (fem,/imm. E, May 4th), Farlington Marshes (2
females, May 4th; pr., May l3th) and Titchfield Haven (imm. female, May 9th/lOth).

In autumn, records came from Farlington Marshes (fem,/imm. WN!W, Aug. 3lst;
femlimm., Sept. I lth; male NV, Sept. 20th) and Titchfield Haven (imm. female, Sept.
l9th).

A fem,/imm. at Farlington Marshes on Dec. 20th was a first for that month for the site, but
other Dec. reports came from Titchfield Haven with two (one male) on 27th and an
immature remaining to the year's end.
1986. One female flew in off the sea at Southsea on Apr. 28th.

Hen Harrier (B) Circus cyaneus
Recorded until Apr. 26ttr (ringtail, Beaulieu Road) and from Sept. l0th (male, Ashley
I7alk) apart from a late male at Beaulieu Road on May 2fth.
Minimum monthly totals:
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Away from the New Forest, records came from (single ringtails unless otherwise stated)
Langstone Harbour Entrance (l W, Jan. 2fth), Farlington Marshes (Oct. 3lst=Nov. 5th;
male, Dec. lst), Titchfield Haven/lVarsash (male + ringtail, Jan. l4th-24th; Nov.3rd; Dec.
6th - in off the sea), DiMen Bay (male + 2 rinBtails, Jan. lTth-24th), C-alshot (male, Jan.
27th; Nov. 7th), Bergerie Farm, St. Leonards (male + ringtail, Feb. l3th), Needs Ore (2
ringtails, Oct. 2lst), Hale Meadows (Jan. lst; male, Apr. 4th -caught a Snipe), Broughton
(male, Jan. 5th), Old Winchester Hill (Jan. 24th), Tundry Pond (Jan. 29th), Dean Hill
(Mar. 18th), Chattis Hill (male, Mar. 20th), Martin Down (Mar. 29th), Lee (l \V, Nov.
l0th), Fleet Pond (l E, Nov. l2th), Nether Wallop (Nov. 29th), Eversley G.P. (male W,
Dec. 6th), Winchester S.F. (2 ringtails, Dec. l3th), Teglease Down (Dec. l9th), Ladle Hill,
Burghclere (Dec. 20th) and Springhead, Greywell (Dec. 25th).

Records of birds sexed indicate that ten adult males and 17 ringtails were present in the
early year and seven adult males and 18 ringtails in the late year.

See elsewhere in this report for a paper on the diet of Hen Harriers at New Forest roosts.
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1986: imgtall, Needs Ore, lan,26th, Mar. l2th and lTth and a male there, Feb. 27th.

Montagu's Harrier (A) Circus pygargus
The only records were ofa male at Lower Test Marshes on May l8th,zl9th, a female at one
site on May 2fth and a male at a second site on July 4th.

Sparrowhawt (C) AcciPirer nisus
Records for the Tetrad Atlas for 1986-87 show the species present in 40% of Hampshire's
tetrads, with proved breeding in 69, probable breeding in 13 I and possible breeding in 201.

Counts of bird days at four localities are shown below.

Farlington Marshes
Fleet Pond
Old l7inchester Hill
Regents Puk, Southampton

The figures for Farlington Marshes indicate the species' status there as a non-breeding
visitor. There is no real evidence ofpassage. The other three sites show spring and autumn
peaks, suggesting passage. However, the spring data especially should be treated with
caution as this is the time of peak soaring activity, making the birds more conspicuou$. At
Hurst Castle, two singles moved S towards Wight on Oct. l9th.

Buzzard (C) Buteo buteo
In the New Forest study area, I 9 territories were occupied. Ten pairs bred, raising a total of
15 young. The remaining nine pairs did not attempt breeding. In other areas between
Southampton Water and the Avon Valley a further nine pairs were located in territory
(CRT, JMT). Elsewhere in the county, records for the Tetrad Atlas for 1986-87 show
breeding proved in seven tetrads, probable in 25 and possible in 35.

Records at the coast conformed to the usual pattern, r.e. one or two birds in spring but most
in the period late Aug.-Nov. Sightings, all of singletons, came from Pennington (May 4th),
Warsash (N, May 25th), Wildgrounds, Gosport (W, Aug. 30th), Farlington Marshes (W,
Aug. 3lst), Pennington/Hurst (Aug. 3lst; N, Sept. 5th; Sept.25th/26th; S, Oct. l9th; S,
Nov. l4th) and Warsash,/Chilling (Oct. l9th and 23rd - same dark individual). In addition,
three soaring together drifted SW over Lymington on Sept. 4th.

Other reports outside the breeding season included sightings at a further 20 sites where not
recorded in summer and a maximum of six together in the New Forest on Feb. 28th and in
the Meon Valley on Sept. l8th.
1986: l, Pennington, Sept. 7th.

Osprey (A) Pandion haliaetus
One flying N at Bishopstoke and one moving NE at Frensham Great Pond on Apr. 8th were
almost certainly different birds. One flew over Ober IITater (N.F.) on Apr. l0th. One N over
Brockenhurst on May 9th was possibly the same individual which flew off N\[ from
S0inchester S.F. on the same day.

One off Pennington Marsh on Aug. 27th was the only autumn record.

Kestrel (C) Falco tinnunculus
Records for the Tetrad Atlas for 1986-87 show the species present in 44% of Hampshire's
tetrads, with breeding proved in 115, probable in l5l and possible in 174.
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Merlin (B) Falco columbarius
Recorded until Apr. l2th (1, Bishop's Dyke and l, Langstone Harbour) and from Aug.28th
(2, Rockbourne) apan from one at Pennington Marsh on May 6th.
Minimua monthly totals :
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Bird days at the two main coastal sites are shown below

JFMAM
FtlingtonMushes 2 2 2 3 0
PeminFon/Hurst 2 3 l 0 l
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Other coastal records (singles unless otherwise stated) came from Sinah Beach (Mar. l4th),
Itr(ildgrounds, Gospon (Sept. lTth), Titchfield Hayen area (Jan. l8th,28th, Feb.9th, Mar.
lfth, Sept. 30th and Dec. 8th), Dibden Bay (Jan. 24th and Dec. lgth), Fawley Refinery
(Nov. 22nd), Eling Great Marsh (Nov. l3th), Needs Ore Point (Sept. l3th, Oct. 4th and
2lst), Sowley Pond (Mar. 5th) and Tanners Creek (2, Feb.22nd).

Inland records away from the New Forest (singles unless otherwise stated) came from
Longdown Jan. 3rd, Mar. l4th, Oct. 24th, Nov. l4th and 3rd, Mar. l4th, Oct. 24th, Nov.
l4th and Dec. l9th), Rockbourne (2, Aug.28ttr), West End, Southampton (Sept. 6th),
Martin Down (Sept. 30th), Fleet Pond (l S, Oct. 28th), Bentley Church (Dec. 6th),
Searchfield Farm, Hale @ec. l3th) and Longwood Warren (Dec. 20th).

Records of birds sexed involved five adult males and eight female/immatures in the early
year and nine adult males and nine female,/immanrres in the late year.

Red-footed Falcon (A) Falco vespertinus
In the New Forest, an adult female was at Stoney Cross on July 2nd (PC) and an immarure
female was at Bishop's Dyke on July 5th (ClI, KI). Both records were accepted by British
Birds.

Hobby (B) Falco subbuteo
The first was at Lymington on Apr. l2th and the last were at Titchfield Haven on Oct. 5th
and a breeding site on Oct. I lth.
Minimum monthly totals of migrants at the coast were as follows: Apr., 6; May, l0; Aug., 4;
Sept., 7; Oct. 2. '

During the breeding season birds were present at c. 52 locations; 25 pairs raised a minimum
of25 young.

Peregrine (B) Falco peregrinus
As in 1986 most observations came from coastal sites and these are summarised below.
Langstone Harbour,/Farlington Marshes:. singles, Feb. l0th and l5rh, Aug. l4th,/15th,
Sept. 6th, Oct. 3rd and Nov. lst; 2, Dec. 5th.
Titchlield Haven/Brownwich: l, Jan. 24th; imm. male + imm. female, Oct. 3lst-Dec. 3lst.
Eling,/Dibden Balt male + female, Jan. lst-Mar. 29th; l, Apr.2lst; male, Aug.27th;
presumed same, Sept. lst; male + female, Nov. 7th-Dec. 3lst.
Lepe. adult, Sept. lSth; l, Oct. l9th.
Lymington/Hursn monthly bird day totals were Jan., 5; Feb., l; Mar., 2; Apr.,3; May,2;
June,2; July, l; Aug.,3; Sept.,2; Oct.,3; Nov.,4;Dec.,2. All sightings were of singles apart
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from three - an adult female and adult and immature males - togetier over Pennington

Marsh on Jan. 8th and two on Sept. l2th and Nov. 22nd.

Other records,:ame from Stratfield Saye (imm. male, Jan. 25th, Feb. l5th and Mar. 8th),

the New Forest (singles, Feb. 28th, Mar. 5th, June l3th, Sept. l5th, Oct. 24th and Nov. lst)
and Bishopstoke (adult, Oct. 25th).
1986: At liast 3 birds were involved in records at Hurst/Pennington in late 1986.

Red-legged Partridge (C) Alectoris rufa
Breeding seasoo surveys in three areas produced the following results: Manydown Estate,

Wootton St. Lawrence (3000 acres),37 adults and 32 iuveniles; Down Farm, Rockbourne,
44 adults and 19 iuveniles; South Allenford Farm, Martin, l8 adults, no young seen.

Grey Partridge (C) Perdix Perdix
Numbers in thi areas mentioned under Red-legged Partridge were as follows: Manydown
Estate, 99 males, 7l females arrd 230 iuveniles; Down Farm, 22 males, l7 females and 60

fuveniles; South Allenford Farm, 20 males, 13 females and 45 iuveniles.
1986:80, Middle Wallop/Danebury, Feb' 2nd, not Timsbury.

Quail (B) C'oturnix coturnix
Ma.ry more than usual were recorded in 1987, with a total of 16-22 calling birds at eleven

sites, in NE Hants (4-6), Cenmal Hants (10-14) and West Hants (2). Within the extreme

dates of May 9th and Aug. 5th, four birds were heard on one occasion only and the
remainder two to five times.

Ten to l3 were heard only in the period mid June-late July. It is of interest to speculate on

the origin ofthese birds. In Southern Europe in some years breeding birds vanish in June
only to reappear in August. It is possible that Quails occurring it Britain in late summer are

part of a northwards dispersa7late influx.

Pheasant (D) Phasianus colchicus

Golden Pheasant (B) Chrysolophus pictus
In the Butser Hill area there were three occupied territories at Oxenboume Down and six at

Head Down Plantation.

Water Rail (C) Rallus aquaticus

The largest early year concentration reported was of c. 15 at Fleet Pond in Jan.-Apr. One

was found dead on a pavement in Portsmouth on Mar. 27th.

Breeding territories were as follows: Alresford Pond, l; Emer Bog, l; Fleet Pond, 2;

Titchfield Haven,3; Wendleholme, l; Varsash,2;'Woolmer Pond,2. Juveniles were seen at

Alresford, Warsash and lVoolmer.

The first autumn return to Farlington Marshes (where the species was scarce or little in
evidence) was on Aug. l0th. Fleet Pond again held the most in the late year with 25 on Oct.
28th and up to 35 in mid Nov.

Spotted Crake (A) Porzana Potzana
Singles were at Farlington Marshes on Aug. 3fth (NC), Alresford Pond on Sept. l6th
(MASc) and Titchfield Haven on Dec. 7th (BSD, RKL)'

Corncrake (A) Ctex crex
One was found dead, but in good condition, at Gins Farm, Needs Ore in Dec. (per EJ!V).
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Moorhen (C) Gailiauta chloropus
I-ocalities where counts q(ceeded 50 were Alresford Pond (6Or, Sept. 24th), Timsbury (20,
Jan. 25th) and Titchlield Haven (153, Jan. l6th, 127, Feb. l8th;82, Nov. l(kh; 135, Dec.
2lst).

Coot (C)
Monthly maxima at selrcted localities:

Fulica atra

Sinah G.P.
IBM Lake
Titchfield Haven
Lower Test/Eling
Ringwod,/Bickton
Broadlands Leke
Timsbury
Lekford,/Longpuish
Alresford Pond
Dogmersfield Lake
YateleY,/Evemley G.P.s
Vellingron C.P.

The only other count to exceed l(X) was of 120 at Northington on Dec. l3th.

Crane (A) Grus grl;is
One, disturbed from Thorney Island (V. Sussex) flew across to Eastney Park Farm,
Hayling on Sept. 27th (CBC, MAC). Accepted by British Birds.

Oystercatcher (B)
Monthly maxima at seloc.ted localities:

lTaematopus o s tralegus

Chichester Hubour
Lmgstone Hubour
Portsmouth Harbour
Titchfreld Haven
Wrsash
Eling Great Mush
Hythe
Fawley,/Calshot
Beaulieu Estuary
Lymington /Humt

The only other count to exceed 100 was of 120 at Netley/Weston Shore on ]an. 24th.

Spring movement along the coast involved a toral of 109 E between Apr. l2th May fth,
peaks 25 E, Hayling Bay, Apr. 24th and 2l E Lepe, Apr. 28th.

Inland records (singles unless otherwise stated) were as follows: heard at night, Regents
Park, Southampton, Feb. 28th; 2, Eversley G.P., Apr. 4th; I E, Tunworth, Apr. 6th; Fleet
Pond, Apr. 7th; M27 G.P., Eastleigh, Apr. I lth; I W, Regents ParA, May 20th; heard at
night, Widley, Aug. llth; I S, Meonstoke and 6, Eversley G.P., Ocr. l6th; I SE, Fleet
Pond, Oct. l7th.

Breeding records were : Langstone Harbour islands, 28 pairs; Titchfreld llaven, I ; Cadland
Pool, Lepe, l; Needs Ore, 2J+; Pitts Deep-Lymington, no survey but no apparenr decrease;
Lymington-Hurst, 30+.
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Black-winged Stilt (A) Himantopus himantopus
A very good year for this species with six individuals recorded. The first were t\tro at

Penningion Marsh from May 3rd-7th (m.o.). A male was at Farlington Marshes from May
l0th-20th (CJT,P@andonewasatWinchester S.F. onMay lTth(JMCe). Afirstsummer
bird was at Farlington Marshes on June l6th (DFB) and the third individual of the year

there, a moulting adult, was present from July I lth-25th (RWH er a4.

All the records were accepted by British Bids. There are only four previous records,

involving nine birds, forthe county this century, the last in 1962.

Avocet (A) Recurvitostta avosetta

In the early year two were at Farlington Marshes from Jan. l6th-Mar. 3rd and singles were

at Northney, Hayling on Jan. 3lst and Baker's Island, Langstone Harbour on Mar. l4th.

Spring records came from the Lymington Estuary (4, May fth; l, May 24th), Paulsgrove

R.T. (2, Mrly lTth; l, May 25th) and Titchfield Haven (1, May 25th and June lOth/llth).

Autumn records came from Needs Ore (2, July 5th-7th), Farlington Marshes (1, July l lth
and l4th), Paulsgrove R.T. (1, Jnly lTth-27th), Hythe (1, Aug' 3lst) and Hill Head (2 E,

Oct.2nd).
In the late year one was at Black Point on Dec.20th and two were at Pennington on Dec.

26th.
1986:2, Needs Ore, Sept.20th.

Stone Curlew (B) Burhinus oedicnemus
The lirst was one heard over Sway at 0004 hrs. on Mar. 18th.

During the breeding season 16 pairs were located in four main areas. Eight pairs are known
to have raised a total ofseven young. Elsewhere, a pair was present at one site in early April
but not found subsequently and a male was displaying at a second site on May 3lst. No

::::llr 
were received for one other area ofthe county where the species is still believed to

One in a field near Avon Causeway on May 20th was most unexpected.

Autumn records came from two sites, with three at one on Aug. 2nd and 23rd, and up to five
at the other between Sept. l3th-25th.

Collared Pratincole (A) Glareola pratincola
One spent the day in the Ibsley/Mockbeggar Lake area on May 6th (MJR, MJG er a/).

Accepted by British Bl'rds. The second Hampshire record, the first being at Fleet Pond on

May 28th, 1974.

Little Ringed Plover @) Charadrius dubius
The first three were at a breeding site on Mar. 25th The only spring migrants at the coast
were at Farlington Marshes, with two on Apr. 29th and May 2nd and one up to May l7th.
Inland non-breeding records included one atM2l G.P.,EastleighfromMar.3lst-Apr.6th
and on Apr. 26th, up to six at Ibsley Flash from Apr. l9th-May lTth and two at Sleaford
Reservoir, Bordon on June 4th.

During the breeding season 29 pairs were present at 15 sites, with breeding proved at seven
ofthese. At some sites it is thought that nests were flooded or chicks drowned due to heavy
rain or deliberate flooding by contractors.

Single birds were at Titchfield Haven on June l4th and 20th and Farlington Marshes on
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Chichester Hubour
Lmgstone Hubour
Ponsmouth Hrbou
Wtrsash
Fawley,/Calshot
Lymington/Hmt

June l6th, but the main antumn passage was from ]uly lst onwards, records coming from
Titcbfield Haven (l-4, July lst-Sept. 7th), Paulsgrove R.T. (1, ]uly llth and 25th),
Farlington Marshes (l/2,luly l6th-Sept. 8th; l, Sept. l8th), Pennington/Keyhaven (2,
Aug. lst), Fawley Refinery (2, AW. 8th) and Hayling Oysterbeds (1, Aug. 29th). Records
from inland sites showedthe main passage,/departure inlateJuln e.g. nine,alocalbreeding
pair and seven migrants, at one $ite on 2lst. There were no AW. reords after 5th but one
was at a breeding site on Sept. l3th.

Ringed Plover (B) Chandrius hiaticala
Monthly aaxima at selsted lxalities:

F
255
xl
l4

l3l
l4l
59

The only other count to reach l(X) was of 164 roosting at Eastney Beach on Nov. 7th.

Breeding records from the coast were: Langstone Harbour islands,36 pairs; IBM Lake, l;
Browndown, 2; Warsash, l; Southampton Western f!,ocks, 6; Lepe, l; Needs Ore, 25+;
Lymington/Hurst,23. '

Birds had returoed to the Avon Valley by Feb. 28th, when three were at Mockbeggar Lake.
At nearby Ibsley Flash, there were up to 12 in edy Mar. (mar. on 8th) and five on Apr.
l9th. Subsequently five pairs bred in that area, at least two successfully. Elsewhere inland,
two pairs were reported in tbe New Forest (one succssfirl), one pairatM2T G.P., Eastleigh
(failed) and two pairs at one site in the NE (both failed). Other inland records included a
pair displaying at Timsbury G.P. on Apr. 7th, a juvenile at Eversley G.P. on Aug.
3lst/Sept. lst and an adult at Fleet Pond on S€pt. 8th.

Kentish Plover (A) Chanfuius alexandrinus
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One was at Farlington Marshes on Aug. 30th (CM). A iuvenile was at Calshot Spit from
Oct. l8th-25th and on Oct. 28th (RAC, AP eral). One at Warsash on Oct.26th (MlP) was
presumably the same individual.

Dotterel (A) Charudrius morinellus
Five (three females, one male and one first summer) were at Snatchhmgers Farm, Odiham
from May 3rd-6th (MASc, KBW).
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Chichester Harbour
Lmgstone l{arbour
Portsmouth Hgrbour
Fawley/Calshot
Beaulieu Estuary
Lymington,/Hurst

Golden Plover (B) Pluvialis apic$ia
Cold weather movement was evident on Jan. lOth, when 77 flew SW at Hayling, 105 S,/SE
at Hill Head, 2fi) S at Eling and l0l SE at Longdown. Early year three figure counts were
made at Crondall (20Or, Jan. 3rd), Whitsbury (c. 200, Jan. 3rd and Apr. 8th), Danebury
(200+, Jan. 7th), Hamble (160, Jan. 7th and 20th; 1,10, Feb. 16th), Sopley (237, Jan. I lth),
Eastleigh (105, Jan. l2th), Weston Shore (105, Jan. l3th), Warsash (3fi), Jan. l6th),
Brownwich(l25,la*),SobertonDown(146,Mar. l3th),BagnumFields(l50,Mar. l4th),
Finkley, Andover (248, Mar. l5th) and Hillside, Odiham (350, Mar. 26th; l0l, Apr. 2nd).
The last spring birds were 69 at Wonston on Apr. 2lst, apan from singles in offthe sea at
Hill Head on Apr. 28th and at Farlington Marshes on May 25th.

Early autumn birds were singles at Titchfield Haven on July 8th, Farlington Marshes on
Aug. lst, Keyhaven on Aug. 2fth and five at Fawley/Calshot on Aug. fth. The main arrival
was from Sept. 2fth, when 50 were at Nether Wallop and 12 at Hillside. Thereafter, three
figure cou:rts were made at Nether Vallop (150, Sept. 27th;200, Nov. 29th), Brownwich
(171, Oct.), Crondall (250, Nov.; l42,Dec.5th), Ibsley area (108, Nov. 22nd; max. 650 in
Dec., en 22nd), Itchen Stoke (300, Nov. 22nd), Hamble (20O, Nov. 24th), Eastleigh (120,
Nov. 25th), Longstock (200, Nov. 25th), Worthy Down (150, Nov. 26th; 250, Dec. lSth),
Burton (500, Dec. lSth;300, Dec.3lst), Harestock (150, Dec. 23rd;270, Dec.26th) and
Tournerbury/Black Point (160 on shore, Dec. 28th).

Grey Plover (B)
Monthly maxima at seleted localities:

Pluvialis squaarola
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The only other count to reach 100 was of 107 at Hythe on Nov. 22nd.

Notable spring records were of 102 E at Lepe on Apr. 28th, a flock of 45 off high NE inland
from Farlington Marshes at 1330 hrs. on May 4th, and 15 NE at Hill Head on May 8th.
Otherwise only 22 E through the Solent between Mar. 3lst-May 23rd.

Lapwing (B) Vanellus vanellus
As in late 1986 .rumbers in early Jan. were low, and the arrival of the cold weather resulted
in a marked exodus of birds. On Jan. l0th, a total of 2910 moved S/SW at nine sites, peaks
810 S at Lepe,806 SW at Hayling in six hours and 632 S/SW at Fleet Pond in 90 minutes.
The next day 2063 were noted moving S,/SW at five sites, peak 1260 S/S!7 at Hayling. On
lzth/ l3th280 were seen moving, and after this time very few were seen until mid Feb. 600
at Crondall on Mar. l9th was the largest flock recorded.

Breeding season records, including those obtained during the course ofthe BTO sample
survey, involved 238 pairs at 50 sites. See elsewhere in this report for a paper on the BTO
survey.

Autumn numbers were low, no flock exceeding 300 in June-Sept. apart from one of 1025 at
Mockbeggar Lake on July 25th. In Oct./Nov. there was a gradual build-up with a max. of
750 at Farlington Marshes on Nov. 2lst, but a considerable influx occurred in Dec., with
four figure counts of l8l2 at Hillside,/Crondall on 5th, 1200+ at Farlington Marshes on
20th, 1800+ at Ellingham LakelHucklesbrook on 3lst and c. 1500 at Bunonon the same day.
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Approxiaate monthly totals of flot"*s (%+) on the ground:

Inlmd totsl
Sites
Crsstal totsl
Sites

IFMAMJJASOND
1450 950 lll5 0 0 lEo t937 707 gtt? M9 2899 8862

444-375610812
&3 1239 872 80 0 155 684 794 78 776 2427 3630

6961 2777589

Knot (B) Calidris canutus
One flew E at Lepe in cold weather on ]an. I lth. The Estuaries count on Jan. l Tth produced
1000 at Portsmouth Harbour nd332 at Langstone Harbour. On Feb. l4th the high tide
roost at Porstmouth was flushed eastwards beforeit could be counted, butthe countof 1730
at Langstone presumablyincluded these birds. Numbers there fell to 707 on Mar. l4th, 150
on Mar. 28th and none on Apr. I lth. Other records during this period involved only 14

birds at five sites.

Spring records covered the period Apr. Z8th-May 24th, involving 30 E through the Solent
and one at Farlington Marshes on May 2nd.

In autumn, a small passage was noted between July 20th-Aug. 8th, with 27 at three sites
(max. 15, Pennington, July 25th). The Estuaries count on Sept. 5th produced 105 at
Langstone Harbour and 64 at Keyhaven, aud the next day two juveniles were at Eversley
G.P., the first inland record since 1962. Numbers at Keyhaven fellto40on l3th and 14 on
l9th, and on that day nine flew E at Hurst and one E at Lepe. The only other record at this
time was of one at Eling Great Marsh on Sept. l7th.
InthelateyearnumbersatLangstonebuiltupfrom40onOct. l7thto384onNov.2lstand
984 on Dec. l9th. None was recorded in Portsnoouth Harbour on these dates. Elsewhere,
records came from Keyhaven (max. 10, Nov. 2lst) and Calshot (max. 9, Dec. l3th).
1986: l, Titchfield Haven, Sept. 5th.

Sanderling (B) Calidris alba
Monthly maxima at Hayling Bay and totals elsewhere (excluding birds moving) are shown
below.

Hayling Bay
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Away from Hayling Bay counts did not exceed five except at Eastney (max, 10, Nov. 23rd)
and Titchfield Haven (8, Sept. l0th). One at Netley/Weston Shore in severe weather on
Jan. l6th and lfth was possibly the first there. lnland, one was at Eversley G.P. on May
8th.

Spring movement through the Solent involved at least 235 E between Apr. 4th-May 28th,
with peaks of 77 E at Lepeon Apr. 28th and 55 E at Hayling Bay on May 9th. This total does
not include records from Hill Head, where 135 flew E but individual daily totals were not
submitted.
1986: l, Pennington, Oct. 8th.

Little Stint (A) Calidris minuta
The only spring report was of three at Titchfield Haven on May 23rd.

Autumn records were relatively few, coming from Hayling Oysterbeds ( l, Aug. 29th-31st),
Farlington Marshes (1, Aug. 4th/5th;2, lrug. 20rV2lst; l, Aug. 22nd,26th/27th),
Paulsgrove R.T. (1, Sept. lfth),TitchfieldHaven(1, Aug.3rdl4th and Sept.27th-Ofi.4th),



Warsash (1, Aug. 4th and 25th), Southampton l7estern Docks (1, Sept. 27th), Lepe (1,
Sept. 2nd), Pennington Marsh (1, Aug.22nd/23rd and Sept. I lth) and Eversley G.P. (1,
Sept. 26th).

Temminck's Stint (A) Calidris temminckii
A very good year for this species with four records involving six birds. One was at Titchfield
Haven on May l4tVl5th (BSD, RKL, PMP), two were at Mockbeggar Lake on May
l6th,/l7th (JAE, JMCk, MASc) and two were at Farlington Marshes on May 20th (DJU,
PAG). Finally an adult was at Titchfield Haven from July 25th-27th (BSD, DPo er a,l).

White-rumped Sandpiper (A) Calidris fuscicollis
AnadultwasatFarlingtonMarshesfromAug. l0th-l7th(RWW,JTS,TJ eral).Accepted
by British Brrds. The tenth Hampshire record.
1986: hn adult was at Farlington Marshes on Sept. 3rd (KI, RJW). Acceptedby British
Birds. The ninth Hampshire record.

Pectoral Sandpiper (A) Calidis melanotos
A summer plumage adult was at Paulsgrove R.T. on July 28th (KI) and a juvenile was at
Titchfield Haven from Oct. 2nd-6th (DPo, RL-S, BSD er al).

Curlew Sandpiper (B) Calidris ferruginea
There was an unusually large number of spring sightings, records coming from Tanners
Creek (2, May fth), Swanwick (1, May lTth), Warsash (1, May lTth and 24th), Paulsgrove
R.T. (2, May 22nd; I, May 25th/26th), Farlington Marshes (1, May 25th) and Titchfield
Haven (1, May 25th; 2, May 30th).

The first return was one at Farlington Marshes on July l3th. Singles were at !0arsash on
July 30th and Aug. Ath/5th, and at Farlington there were rhree on Aug. l0th,/l lth, two on
l5th and singles on 19th and 27th. Most of these birds were reported as adults. A second
wave between early Sept. and early Oct. mostly involved juveniles, records coming from
Farlington Marshes (l-3 on 12 dates, Sept. 5th-Oct.4th), Titchfield.Haverr(l/2on 6 dates,
Sept. I lth-Oct. 7th) and Keyhaven,/Pennington ( 1, Sept. I 9th). As in other recent years,
there were a few late birds, with one at Calshot on Oct. 24th, two at Warsash on Oct. 26th
and singles there on Oct. 2fth and Nov. 8th.

Purple Sandpiper (B) Calidris maritima
At Southsea Castle present until Apr. 5th (moathly maxima 6,7,6,5) and from Oct. lSth
(monthly maxima l, 5, 5). The only other records were from Sandy Point, Hayling, with
two on Apr. l8th and singles on Apr. 25th, May 9th and Nov. 7th.

Dunlin (B)
Monthly maxima at selrcted localities:

Calidris alpina

Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
Warsash

Weston Shore
Eling Great Marsh
Hythe
Fawley./Calshot
Beaulieu Esfllary
LymingtoD,/Hutst
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The cold weather in Jan. resulted in increased mortality as witnessed by 5l corpses found
on Hurst Beach on Feb. lst. Singles were inland at Bishopstoke on Jan. l8th, Camp Farm
S.F. on Jan. lfth and Mockbeggar Lake on Feb. 7th. The floods at Sopley attracted
considerable numbers, with 50 on Jan. 3td,270 on 6th, 28 on I lth then up to five to lfth.
Following the return to mild weather, floods at Ibsley held eight on Mar. 6th then up to five
until Mar. 25th.

Spring passage through the Solent was small, with only 173 E between Apr. 22nd-May fth,
peak 97 E at Lepe on Apr. 28th. Other records associated with this movement included one
heard at night over Regent's Park, Southampton on Apr. 24th, a flock of l8 off NW inland
from Farlington Marshes on Apr. 25th and inland sightings at Eversley G.P. (1, Apr. lfth;
2 Apr. 26th) and Mockbeggar Lake (2, May 28th; l, May 3lrt). tol"od aurumn records
came from Everlsey G.P. (1, July 2nd, 23rd, Aug. 3rd; 2, Aug. 4th, I remaining to 8th),
Mockbeggar Lake (2, July 5th; l, July 25th and Nov. lst), Alresford Pond (3, Aug. fth; l,
Aug. 30th), Fleet Pond (l SE, Aug. 2lst;2, Sept. 8th) and Old Winchester Hill (heard
moving SW, Sept.20th).

Ruff (B) Philomachus pugnax
Present until May 23rd (3, Paulsgrove R.T.) and from June 2fth (1, Keyhaven).

Monthly maxima at the two main sites and monthly totals elsewhere are shown below.

Felington Mesh€s
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Coastal records were all of one to three apart from: 5, Milton Reclamation, Feb. 22td; 4,
Keyhaven, Apr. l9th and 16 there, Apr. 20th; and 4, Warsash, May 6th. Inland records
came from Sopley (12 S, Feb. lTth; 10 S, Apr. l6th), M27 G.P., Eastleigh (10, Mar. 3lst),
Ibsley Flash ( l, Mar. 3l st; 9, Apr. l6th with 2 still present, Apr. 24th), Winchester S.F. (2,
Apr. l8th) and Alresford Pond (1, Sept. 6th-16th).

There has been a marked decline in wintering numbers between Needs Ore and Hurst,
formerly an important area. Only one was seen in Jan. and three in Dec.

Jack Snipe (B) Lymnocrypres minimus
Recorded until Apr. lgth (1, Warren Heath, Bramshill) andl from Oct. 29th (1, Farlington
Marshes).
Approximate monthly totals :
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All records were of one ortwo apart from three at Camp Farm S.F. on Jan. l5th and three at
Farlington Marshes on Dec. l2th.
1986: I, Keyhaven, Sept.28th.

Snipe (B) Gallinago gallinago
Numbers were low at both ends of the year. The only sites where counts reached 50 were
Sowley Marsh (55, Jan. l0th), Sopley (50+, Jan. I lth), Camp Farm S.F. (70, Jan. l4th), the
Alresford area (70, Jan. lTth), Titchfield Haven (210, Jan.; 100, Feb.; 200, Nov., 1 16, Dec.),
Ibsley,/Harbridge (100+, Feb./Mar.; 50+, Apr. 4th), Lower Test Marshes (200+,

Nov./Dec.), Timsbury (60, Nov. 22nd) and Farlington Marshes (50, Dec. lfth).
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Spring,/summer records indicative of breeding came from: New Forestr 20 pairs,/drumm-
ing birds at 12 localities; Keyhaven, l; Ibsley, 4; Baddesley Common, 4; Emer Bog,2;
Winnall Moors,2; Itchen Abbas, l; Bighton, l; Tichborne Springs, l.

Woodcock (C) Scolopax rusticola
30 were recorded during the Jan. cold spell, including six flushed from under blackthorns at
Upton on 3rd, three on silage at Upton Grey on l2th and three at Farlington Marshes on
l7th. Only three were recorded in both Feb. and Mar., including one in Broadhill Wood,
Stuckton on Mar. 8th (the first seen there in 25 years) and one at Sandy Point an Mar.22nd.

Only two were reported in Oct., one moving over Regent's Park, Sotuhampton at dawn on
2lst and another at Timsbury on 3lst, the only record for the year there. Totals for
Nov./Dec. were six and ll respectively.

Blact-tailed Godwit @)
Monthly maxima at seleted localities:

Limosa limosa

Chichester Hubour
Lmgstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
Titchfield Haven
Warsash

Fawley/Calshot
Beaulieu Estuary
Lymington,/Hurst

Other records came from Eling (2O, Jan. 26th; 9, FEb. l9th; 19, Dec. 28th), Southampton
Western Docks (1, Aug. 14th), Sowley Marsh (4, June 7th) and Tanners Creek (25, Mar.
29th; 14, Apr. l2th; 10, May 3rd; 3, June 7th).

Spring movement was indicated by 25 off NW inland from Farlington Marshes at dusk on
Apr. 17th, 232 likewise on Apr. 22nd arrd eight leaving N from Keyhaven on May l5th.
1986:23, Needs Ore, May I lth and 14 there, July 20th.

Bar-tailed Godwit (B)
Monthly naxima at selected localities:

Limosa lapponica

J
985

544
37

J
tt7
84

400

2t
t56

l6

FMAMIJASOND
93 t46 4fi 66 428 297

42t 283 229 42 39 t62 802 @7 1033 478 869
47 25 5 100 44 50+

2N t20 3 2 30 58 45 & 40 380 389
20800066013t1800

150 A 120 200 100+ 87
ll5 t25 t?t 22 2t 6 t5 14 14 - 28

8142358016405126288

JASOND
425 214 361 458

63 189 2@ 352 396 t20
003308

FMA
3731-
512 360 116

t4160

MJ
Chichester Hubour
Langstone Harbour
Lymington,/Hurst

l0
t8

22

The only other double figure counts were of 48 at Warsash on Jan. l4th and ten ar Tanners
Creek on May 9th.

Spring passage through the Solent was poor, with only 425 E between Mar. 3l st-May 9th,
peaks 150 E at Hill Head on Apr. 25th and I 15 E at Lepe on Apr. 28th.

Of note was one in full breeding plumage at the Kench, Langstone Harbouron Jan. lst and
lOth.

Whimbrel (B) Numenius phaeopus
One was at Langstone Harbour on Feb. lst.
The first spring migrants were two flying E at Southsea and one at Langstone Harbour on
Mar.29th. Small numbers only were recorded until mid Apr. Passage through the Solent
involved at least 508 E between Apr. lTth-May l6th, peak 128 E at Hill Head on May 7th.
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Away from the Solent the peak movement was on Apr. 25th, when 70 flew N from
Pennington, 67 flew E at Farlington Marshes and 49 flew NE over Fleet Pond. Other inland
records involved a minimum of 33 moving between Apr. l9th-May 27th including six W
over Eversley G.P. on Apr. 27th, four W there on May lst and seven over \Ufinchester

College on May 4th. Double figure counts of off passage birds were made at
Lymington/Hurst (61, Apr. 22r;.d;62, Apr.26th;30, May 4th), Dibden Bay (l 12 roosting at
dusk, Apr.2lst;95 in pasture, Apr.28th;20,I&/;ay 4th), Warsash (11, Apr.28th) and
Langstone Harbour (max. 35, May 6th). Records of birds feeding inland came from Botley
Wood (18, Apr. 2nd), Havant Thicket (21, Apr. 30th) and Furzeley (70, May 3rd). These
birds return to the coast to roost at dusk.

June records involved one at Langstone Ilarbour throughout the month, one at Keyhaven
on 4th, five at Pennington Marsh on 2fth and two flying south over Knowle an 22td.
Double figure autumn counts were few, corning from Langstone Harbour (33, July I lth;
16, Aug. 8th; 7l W, Aug. 16th; l3 S from inland, Aug. 23rd), Paulsgrove R.T. (40+, July
25th;45,lnly 3lst), Warsash (l?,July 27th) and Lymington,/Hurst (40, July I lth). Inland
records involved singles seen or heard at five sites between July l2th-Aug 30th. Only 15

were noted in Sept. and the last were singles at Calshot on Oct. 3rd and Keyhaven on Oct.
28th.

Curlew (B)
Monthly maxima at seleted localities:

-Nlumenius arquata

S

1457

9!)6

tt2
4

170
232
335

166

The only other three figure counts were made at Eling, where the maximum was 151 on
Feb. l4th. The highest count of birds arriving there at dusk from inland feeding grounds at
Lower Test Marshes, Broadlands and Romsey was 126 on Nov. l5th. Other inland feeding
flocks were noted at Southwick (up to 31, Jan.-Mar.;38, Apr. 28th;80, Dec. 5th), Sway (up
to 19, Jan.) and Widley (21, Dec. 18th). Other inland records included singles at
Hucklesbrook on Jan. l8th, Alresford Pond from Jan. 3lst-Feb. 15th and on Sept. 3rd, two
over M27 G.P., Eastleigh on Apr. 5th, a total of seven at three NE sites between Apr.
l lth-25th, two over Erner Bog on July 3rd and three at Sopley on Dec. 3lst.

Coastal spring passage involved a minimum total of 164 E through the Solent between Feb.
Z7th-May 2nd, peaks 5l E at Lepe on Mar. 3lst and 42E at Hill Head on Apr. 6th.

Breeding season records involved 21 pairs in the New Forest (fewer than in recent years)
and one pair at Woolmer.

Spotted Redshant (B)
Monthly maxima at selrcted localities:

Tringa erythropus
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Chichester Harbour
Lmgstone Harbour
Portsmouth Harbour
\trarsash

Eling Great Marsh
Hythe
Fawley/Calshot
Lymirgton/Hurst

The only other records were from Warsash (2, Feb. l6th; l, Aug. 2$th, Sept. 3rd'and22nd),
Sherfield English (l heard, Apr. l0th), Curbridge (1, Apr' 27th; 2, Oct. l2th) and

Fawley/Calshot (4, Oct. 4th).

Redshank (B)
Monthly maxima at sel@ted localities:

Tringa totanus
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Chichester Harbour
Langstone Harbour
Paulsgrove R.T.
Titchfield Haven

Warsash/Curbridge
Fawley/Calshot
Beaulieu Estuary
Lymington/Hurst

The autumn counts at Langstone Harbour were the lowest there since 1979. The June
records involved one at Langstone on 5th and lTth and two at Warsash on l0th. Other
coastal records included one at Bitterne on Jan. 13th, a flock of 19 which paused briefly at

Hill Head on Apr. 28th before leaving E, one at Wildgrounds, Gosport on Aug. 22nd (the

first there) and one at Eling from Nov. 20th-Dec. 20th.

Inland, one was heard at Mockbeggar Lake on the unusual date ofJan. 28th. In spring,
singles were at Eversley G.P. on Apr. l9th and May 9th, two flew N at Fleet Pond on May
l8th, two did likewise at Titchfield Haven on May 20th and one was heard at night flying N
over Portsdown on May 27th. In autumn one was at Eversley G.P. on July lst and up to
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The severe weather in Jan. resulted in some low coastal counts as usual, e.2f. in Langstone

Harbour, but forced an unusual number inland. In Jan.,/early Feb. 33 were recorded at ten
sites, including six at Sopley on Jan. I lth and Ibsley on Feb. ?th, five at Winchester College

on Jan. l4th and Mapledurwell C.B. on Jan. 16th, and four at Camp Farm S.F. on Jan'
18th. Numbers increased in the Ibsley,/Mockbeggar Lake area to 19 on Mar' lst, with l8 at

nearby Spinnaker Lake (drained) on Mar. l4th and 20+ on APr. 5th. Peaks at other inland
localities at this time indicate passage, e.g. ten at Timsbury on Mar. 28th and 13 at

Bishopstoke on Apr. 7th. 102 left NW inland from Langstone llarbour between 1845 and
1930 hrs. on Apr. 22nd.

Breeding records from inland sites were far from complete but involved some 45 pairs at 23

localities. None was found in the NE for the first time e'r'er. Coastal records were of 53 pairs

ar Langstone Harbour islands, 35+ at North Solent NNR and l7 at seven other localities.

Most had left inland localities by mid July; a flock of I I at Winchester S.F. on l4th were
believed to be passage birds. The next inland were not until Dec., when four were in the
Ibsley area on 20th and seven were with Lapwings at Alresford on 27tJ't'.

Greenshank (B)
Monthlv maxima at selected localities:

Tringa nebulaila
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Four were at Winchester S.F. from July 5th-l4th. The main passage was between Aug.
7th-Sept. 6th, with a minimum total of l8 recorded at Fleet Pond (1, Aug. 7th), Eversley
G.P. (1, Aug. l1th, Sept. lst and 6th), Winchester S.F. (3/4, Aug. l2th-l8th), Woolmer
Pond (6, Aug. l2th/l3th;,5, Aug.2(hh;2, Aug. 24th), Alresford Pond (l/2, Aug. l6th-Sept.
3rd), Fordingbridge (1, Aug. 24th and Sept. 2nd) and Ellingham Lake (1, Sept. 6th).
1986. I, Eversley G.P., May 3rd.

Green Sandpiper (B) Triaga ochropus
Present until May 9th (l N, Fleet Pond) and from June l4th (1, Titchfield Haven).
Monthly maxima at the four main localities and monthly totals elsewhere are shown below.

Titchfield Haven
Blashford Lakes/Ibslcy
Alresford Pond,/C.B.'
Eversley G.P.
Coastal sit€s
Inlmd sites

The only other sites where counts exceeded five were Warsash (7, Aug. l lth; 6, Sept. lst),
Blackwater, Needs Ore (7, Aug. 24th;6, Sept. l8th), Keyhaven Marsh (6, July 27th) and
Winchester S.F. (6, Aug. l4th and lSth).

Wood Sandpiper (A) Tringa glarcola
The only spring records were of singles at Farlington Marshes on May I lth and l7th.

Autumn records came from Winchester S.F. (1, July 22nd), Keyhaven Marsh (3, July 27th;
l, Aug. 26th, 30th and Sept. 3rd-l9th), Warsash (1, Aug. llth), Woolner Pond (1, Aug.
12th/l3th),Titchfield }Iaven (1, Aug. l6th and Aug.28th-Sept. l6th), Farlington Marshes
(1, Aug. lTth and 2lst;2, Aug.22td; l, Aug. 26th/27th and Sept. I lth) and Blackwater,
Needs Ore (1, Sept. 5th and l0th).

Common Sandpiper @) Actitis hypoleucos
In the early year wintering birds were only recorded at Eling/Lower Test (3, Jan.; l,
Feb.,/Mar.). Passage was evident in spring from Apr. 3rd (1, Warsash) to May 24rh (4,

Heath Pond, Petersfield) and in autumn from June 2lst (1, Winchester S.F. and Langstone
Harbour) to Oct 2lst (1, Titchfield Haven). Late year wintering birds were present at
Fawley./Calshot (1, Oct.28th-Nov. 2lst), Fareham Creek (1, Nov. l5th and Dec. 28th) and
Eling,/Lower Test (3, Nov.,/Dec.). Approximate monthly totals are shown below (note
that, as in 1985 and 1986, more were inland in spring but more were on the coast in
autumn).
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In spring the only counts to reach five were at Dogmersfield Lake on May 2od and l3th.
Autumn counts reacheddouble figures at seven localities: Paulsgrove R.T. (17, July 22nd),
Titchfield Haven (10, July 23rd and Aug. 20th), Eversley G.P. (12, July 23rd), Langstone
Harbour (18, July 25th;l2,Aug. lst; I l, Sept. 5th), Curbridge (10, Aug. 22nd), Blashford
Lakes (12, Sept. 6th) and Hurst/Lymington (12, Sept. l9th).

Spotted Sandpiper (A) Actitis macularia
The bird presenr at Titchheld Haven since Oct. 1986 remained there until Jan. 12th. It is
thought probable that it succumbed in the severe weather shortly thereafter.
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Turnstone (B)
Monthly maxima at selected localities:

Chichester Harbour
Lmgstone Harbour
Titchfield Haven
Warsash
Weston Shore
Fawley/Calshot
Beaulieu Estuily
Lymingto/Hurst

Arenaria interpres

ND
I99 NE
223 t20
&42

JFMAMJJAS
82 100 50 17
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20833564{012874
190 100 128 98 151 2 70 95 250 ll0 72 E0

50 20 32 20 53
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423848571243245&45
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Oct
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34i
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The only other counts to exceed 50 were of 120 feeding at high tide in Hayling Bay on Nov.
2lst, 60 at Hythe on Sept. 6th and 130+ there on Dec. 25th.

Spring passage was poor, with only 80 E between Apr. 4th-May 8th, peak 52 E at Lepe on
Apr.28th.

Red-necked Fhalarope (A) Phalaropus lobarus
An adult was at Farlington Marshes from Oct. I lth-l5th (JTS eral) and a juvenile was at
Hilsea Moat on Oct. 23rd (BA), then moving to Farlington where it remained from Oct.
25th-28th (DFB era0. The first since 1984.

Grey Phalarope (A) Phalaropus fulicarius
Following the hurricane on the night of Oct. l5th/l6th, some 24 birds were seen in the
county in the next eight days, the most in one year since 1960.

On l6th, one flew SW at Frensham Great Pond (and another was present there on the
Surrey side ofthe border) and one was found at dusk at Fleet Pond, None was seen on the
coast.

Records for Oct. l7th-2lst are shown below.

Eastney Outfall
Southsea Castle
Hayling Oysterbeds

Farlington Marshes
Gilkicker Point
Hill Head
Warsash
Lepe
Pennington/Hurst

Most sightings were of birds feeding along the shore but one flew W at Hurst on l7th. (At
Hengistbury Head, Dorset, five flew W on l8th and 1l W on l9th.)

One, probably a new bird, was at Pennington on Oct.24th.

Pomarine Skua (A) Stercorarius pomarinus
The only spring records weie of one flying E at Hill Head on Apr. lgth (MJP) and three
moving SE,/E at Hurst on Apr. 25th (EJ!f, RD).

The three autumn records followed the hurricane. An adult was inland at Frensham Great
Pond on Oct" I 6th (JMCk). The next day an adult flew W at Pennington (MCC, PC, EJW)
and possibly the same bird was seen off Hurst Castle on 18th (PC, MCC, PH).
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Grey Phalarope at Langstone FIarbour. At ieast 20 were seen following the hurricane, the most in Hampshire siqce 1960.
(Dennis Bright)

Sabine's Gull at Hurst. Over 100 individuals were recorded in the county following the hurricane of October 15th/l6th, 1987.
(Pete HobbY)



Klngfisher. Records for the Hmpshire Tetrad Atlas lor 1986-87 show the species present in only 10.4% of the county's tetrads.

Hopefully rhe mild weather ofealy 1988 will result in a return to many traditional haunts from which it was absent in the first two
years of the survey. (Dennis Brigh)



Barn Owl. The species was located in I 1.4% of the county's terads in 1986-87. In view of the difficulty in finding Barn Owls, this
shows an encouraging picture of the species, status in Hampshire. 

(Dennis Brigh1



Aquatic \\'arb)cr at Farlington Marshes (Duncn Bell)

Mediterranean Gull at Fareham Creek. (Dennis Btight)



Arctic Skua (B) Stercorarius parasiticus
One was seen off Hayling Bay and Southsea on Jan. fth (RWW, SHCo).

A poor spring. One was feeding along the tide line at Lee-on-the-solent on Apr. 9th. A
minimum of 16 flew E through the Solent between Apr. 20th-May 8th, peak 5 E at Hayling
Bay on Apr. 25th. Two moved NE inland over Titchfield Haven on Apr. 28th and four did
likewise on May 8th.

In autumn 33 flew W through the Solent between Aug. fth-Sept. l3th, peaks 5 W at Hurst
on Aug: 9th and 13 W offLepe on Sept. l3th. Inland, rwo flew S.over North Waltham on
Aug. 23rd. Single birds were at Langstone Harbour on Sept. l9th, Calshot on 26th, Lepe
on 29th (flying E) and Pennington on2hh/30th. Five were seen following the hurricane.
On Oct. l7th, singles flewW at Pennington and Hayling Bay, and on l8th, singles flew W at
Hill Head and Hayling Bay and one flew S over Titchfield Haven and out rb $ea.

Long-tailed Skua (A) Stercorarius longicaudus
A sub adult circled overTitchfield Haven at 1000 hrs. onJan.2gth andthenleft NE (MJP,
PMP, PRD). The sixth Hampshire record.

Great Skua (A) Stercorarius skua
None was seen in spring. Two flew E at Pennington on Sept. I st and one was there the next
day. One flew W past Hill Head and inland towards Hook R.T. on Sept. 29th. The
remaining records followed the hurricane. On Oct. l6th one was seen inlaad over Worthy
Down and on 17th singles flew W at Hill Head and Pennington. The next day two flew W
off Lepe and 15 moved W at Hurst Castle, and on lgth two flew WNW over Fleet Pond.

Mediterranean Gull @)
Appraxinate monthly totals :

Larus melanocepbalus
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The records are summarised below.

Black Poinx adult, Jan. l0th.
Hayling Bay/Sinah G.P.,/Eastney/Sourhsea: adult, Jan. lst-Mar. 28th with 2 adults, Jan.
lSth; second winter,/summer, Jan. l6th, Feb. l5th, Mar. 7th-Apr. 6th and May l4th; first
winter, Feb. 15th, Apr. 2nd and May 2nd;2 second winters, Oct. l7th, I to24th;2 adults,
Oct. l8th, I to 24th, adult, Nov. 28th then 2 in Dec.; second winter,Dec.24th.
Farlingtan Marshes./Bdhamptan: adult, Jan. lst-Feb. lst; first winrer, Jan. lOth; 2 first
summers, June 28tV29th, I to Aug. lst; adult, July l6th-Aug. l5th; second summer, July
30th-Sept.27th; adult, Oct" l8th,zl9th,29th, Dec. 5th and 20th.
IBM Lake: adult, Jan. 8th.
Paulsgrove R.L: 3 first summers, May 28th, I to June lst; second summer, July 3lst and
Aug. 16th.
Portsmouth Harbour Entrance: adult, Oct. 26th.
Fareham Creelc adult, Nov. l6th-Dec. 3lst.
Lee-on-the-Solenc adult, Oct. 18th; firsr winter, Nov. 3rd.
Titchfteld Haven: first summer , Apr .23rd/24th, May l0th and July l4th; second summer,
July 14th.
Itrill Head: first winter, Oct. l7th.
Nerley/Wesron,Sfiore adult, Jan. l3th-Mar. l5th, Sept. 9th and Dec. 5th-l4th.

lll0l2t2ll
04532t0100
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Newtown R.T.:3 adults, Mar. l5th; 2 adults, Apr. 6th.
Fawley Resenzoir adult, Jan. l8th.
Penningtonarea:adult,Feb. l5th;firstwinter,Apr. lOthand25th;adult,May5th;second
summer, July l7th.
Eversley G.P.: first winrer, Feb. l3th.
Queen's Parade, Aldenhot adult, Oct. l6th.
Fleet Pond: adult, Nov. lst.

NotethateightwerediscoveredinthecountyfromOct. l6th-lSthfollowingthehurricane.
1986: adult, Canoe Lake, Mar. 2fth; first winter off N at dusk from Hythe, not Lepe, Nov.
l5th.

Little Gull (B) Larus minurus
In Jan.-Mar. the only records were of a first winter which left NE from Fleet Pond at dusk
on Feb. 28th and an adult on a flooded polder at Dibden Bay on Mar. 27th.

spring passage through the Solent was detected on only three dates, with 19 adults E at
Hurst and nine adulfis E at Hayling Bay on Apr. 4th, one adult and two first years E at
Lymington on Apr. 23rd and two adults and 15 first years E at Hayling Bay on May fth.
Records of off passage birds came from Eversley G.P. (adult, Apr. 6th), Fleet Pond (first
winter, Apr. l6th), Farlington Marshes (first summers, Apr. l6th and 25th; 2/3 adults,
May 8th./9th; adult, May l3th; first year, May l7th), Sinah G.p. (fust summer, Apr.
17thll8th) and Titchfield Haven (first year, May 7th).

One first year was off Fawley on June 24th.

Autumn records were few, with two adults at Fleet Pond on July 25th, then single juveniles
at Hill Head on July 30th (flying E) and Sept. 3rd (flying N), Fleet pond on Sept. 3rd and
l6th, Lepe on Sept. 4th and 6th, and Penningtonon Sept. 8th. A first winter was at Fleet
Pond on oct. 6th, and an adult flew E there the next day, the eighth ofthe year there. The
last before the hurricane was an adult ar Eastney Outfall on Oct. fth.
AmaiorinfluxtookplaceafterthehurricaneonthenightofOct. l5thll6th.Thefirstsigns
were in the N. E. of the county, where a first winter was at Frensham Great Pond, two adults
were on floods at Queen's Parade, Aldershot and at dusk ten flew s over Eversley G.p. and
two were at Fleet Pond. Also on oct. l6th, a first winter was in Portsmouth Harbour and
three flew E at Hill Head. Records for Oct. lTth-Z3rd are shown below.

Oct
l8
20 (e)

4 (2)

12 (5)
18 (4)

The total number is difficult to assess but was probably berween lo0-130. Although most
left the county quickly, the only movements detected were 12 w at Southsea and 20 E at
Hill Head on 17th, four w at Lepe on lSrh and ten v at Hurst on l9th. (At Hengistbury
Head, Dorset, there were 28 V on l6th,22 \[ on l7th, 4 !7 on lSth and 7 W on lgth).
One (unaged) was at Penningron on Dec. 26th.

Sabine's Gull (A) Larus sabini
An amazing wreck of this species, involving a minimum of 120 birds (about 95 adults and 25
first winters) and probably in excess of 140, was caused by the hurricane on oct. l5th,/l6th.

Oct
t7

Hayling./Eastney./Southsea 17 (9)
Hill Head ,10(15)

Calshot/Lepe
Pennington/Hurst 16

Numbers of first winters are shom in brackets

Oct
)1

2 (2)
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2t
7 (3)

:

Oct
l9
l0

3 (0)

Oct
20

Oct
23
2 (0)

2 (2)

3 (2)

2e(.14) 2 (0)
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The first to be discovered on l6th were an adult and a first winter among a flock of
Black-headed Gulls on floods at Queen's Parade, Aldershot (PJK er al). They remained
until dusk before flying off SW. Also on this date two adults were in Portsmouth Harbour
(BWR) and two adults flew SE over Eversley G.P. at dusk (GCS, MASc).

The main inIlux occurred over the next two days. Coastal records for Oct. lTth-23rd arc
shown below.
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Hayling/Eastrey/Southsea 8 (0)
Hill Head 7 (4)
\9arsash
Nedey 8 (0)
Eling/Mayflower Park I (0)

Calsbot
Lepe,/Neds Ore 12 (l)
Pemingtoo/Hurst 7 (2)

Numbers of first winters re shom in brackets
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Most of the birds were milling about just off shore, although one adult spent the day feeding
over farmland at Chillingon l8th. Little movement was seenon l7th,/l8th, although tenof
the 50 at Hurst left W. The main departure was on l9th, when birds were seen moving at
several sites and 33 flew W at Hurst Castle. (At Hengistbury Head, Dorset, there were 14 W
on 18th and 58 W on lfth.)
Inland, a first winter was at Queen's Parade and rwo adults flew W over Fleet Pond on l7th,
a first winter was feeding on a school playing field in Farnborough on l8th, flying into roost
at Frimley G.P. (Surrey) each evening unril23rd, and an adult roosted at Frensham Great
Pond on 20th and was still present the next morning. An adult was at Pennington on Nov.
14th (MCC, PC).

There are nine previous records for the counry, the last in 1981.

Black-headed Gull (C) Larus ridibundus
Four figure counts were made at Bedhampton R.T. (2000+, Jan. 4th), Titchfield Haven
(max. 3200, Jan. l9th), Hook R.T. (max. 1500, Nov. I lth and Dec. l6th), Newtown R.T.
(max. 3000, Jan. 19th), Weston Shore (10000+ roosting at dusk, Dec. llth), Eling (4000,
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lan.27th;5000 + 3500 in from the N at dusk, Dec. 20th), Effort R.T., Pennington (max.
1900, Jan. 5th), Timsbury (2300 S to roost Feb. 19th), Bramshill R.T. (max. 30100+, Jan.
l6th), Eversley G.P. (1000, Feb. l6th and Mar. 9th; 2500 NE to roost, Dec. 8th),
Wellington C.P. (2000 NW to roost, Dec. 24th) and Fleet Pond (1595 S,zSW, Oct.
l6th- lSth following the hurricane).

7500+ pairs nested at Needs Ore. 53 pairs bred at Langstone Harbour and raised c. 90
young.

Ring-billed Gull (A) Larus delawarensis
An adult was at the Kench, Langstone Harbour on Nov. 29th (PMP, KAT eral). Accepted
by British Br?ds. The eighth Hampshire record.

Comrnon Gull (C) Larus canus
Counts exceeded 200 at Black Point (300, Dec. 28th), Bedhampton R.T. (300+, Jan. 4th),
Titchfield Haven (465, Jan. 20th), Newtown R.T. (300+, Jan. 19th), Longdown (800, Feb.
28th; 1000, Dec. l9th) and Bramshill R.T. (300, Dec. l6th).
An adult and two second summers at Paulsgrove R.T. on June 6th was the only record for
that month.

Lesser Black-backed Gull (B)
Monthly maxima/totals* at selected localities:

Larus fuscus

Newtown R.T.
Eling Grear Marsh
Timsbury G.P.
Bramshill R.T.
Blackbushe R.T.
Fleet Pond *

Other coastal sites *
Other inland sites *
TOTALS

In the totals, the highest figure from either Timsbury or Eling has been taken as daily
movement occurs between the two sites, e.g. on Dec. 20th,35 were on the mud at Eling and
57 fTew in from the N at dusk. This wintering flock has been increasing each year since
1983/84, when the maximum was 12.

Other double figure counts were: 20, Crondall, Jan. 6th; 3l N, l7inchester, Jan. 18th; 15,
Eversley G.P., Mar. l3th; 16, Hook R.T., Mar. 26th; 14 N, Hill Head, Mar. 28th; l5 E,
Hayling Bay, Apr. 23rd; 12 ENE, Fleet Pond, Apr. 29th; 1l N, Ibsley, May lTth;32 (5
adults), Paulsgrove R.T., June 6th and 25 there, July I lth; 25 SE, Fleet Pond, Aug. 25th;
189 N, Kingsclere, Oct. 6th; 131 mostly S, Fleet Pond, Oct. l6th-l8th (following the
hurricane); 15, the Kench, Langstone Harbour, Oct. lSth; l7 W,/SE, Fleet Pond, Nov.
l4th.
1986: At Kingsclere, a large daily late afternoon movement of birds N to roost was noted in
Oct., with 300 N on 3rd,800 N on 8th, 1039 N on fth and 1470 on I lth (l.tN). Many fewer
were involved in 1987 (see above) although poor weather made counting more difficult. The
Aug. total for coastal sites should read 16, including ten at Hook R.T. on 15th.

Herring Gull (C) Larus argentatus
Counts exceeded 100 at Bedhampton R.T. (1000+, Jan. 4th), Faulsgrove R.T. (120 imms.,
July l0th; 173, Oct. 23rd), Hook R.T. (200+, Nov. 1lth), Newtown R.T. (200, mostly firsr
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summers, June fth), Hythe (550 roosting on barges, Oct. 3lst;455, Dec. fth), Efford R.T.,
Pennington (600, Jan. 5th) and Bramshill R.T. (400, Jan. lfth; 30Gr, Dec. 30th).
Birds showing the characteristics of the western Mediterranean race L.a. michahelliswerc
recorded in all months except Apr. and June. The records are summarised below.
Sinah G.P.: adult, Aug.22nd, Sept.26th and Oct.3lst.
Bedhampton R.L: adult, Jan. l6th.
Paulsgrove R.T.: adult, July llth;2 adults, Oct. l7th.
Hill Heqd third year, Jan. l6th; l/2 aduhs, Ang.24th-26th; third year, Sept. 3rd; up to 3
adults, Sept.; adult, Oct.26th and Nov. l3th.
Newown R.L: adult, Jan. l3th.
Eling Great Marsh: up to 4 adults, I third winter and I first winter, Jan.; adutt, Feb. 6th and
May 6th; 4 adults and I third year, July 22nd;7 adults and 4 juveniles, Aug. zth; I I (not
aged), Sept. lSth; c. 18 (not aged), Sept. lTth;8 adults, Oct. lOth but l./2 on other dates in
that month; l-4 adults, Nov.-Dec.
Pennington: adult, July 7th and Sept.24th.
Eversley G.P.: adult, Mar. l3th.
Timsbury G.P.: adult, Dec. I lth-l4th.
Yellow-legged birds possibly of races other than michabellis were reocrded at Cracknore
Hard on Jan. l8th, Elingon Nov. l3th./l4th, the Kench on Dec. 5th and ritchfield Haven
on Dec. l0th (all single adults).
1986: ail;Jt L.a. michahellis, Pennington, July l3th.

Iceland Gull (A)
A first winter bird was at Bramshill R.T. on Jan. l0th (GCS, JMCk).

Larus glaucoides

Glaucous Gulf (A) Larus hyperboreus
The usual wintering adult was present at Hardway, Gosport with sightings up to Mar. l4th,
on Sept. 5th and from Nov. l4th. An adult at IBM Lake, cosham on Jan. 8th and 2gth was
presumably the same bird.

other records were of an adult at East winner, Hayling on Jan. llth, first winters at
Newtown R.T. on Jan. l9th, Hurst on Feb. l4th and the Lymington River on Feb. 28th, an
adult at Hill Head from Feb. 16th-Mar. 29th, ur adult which left E from Hurst on Mar.
l4th, a first winter at Titchfield Haven on Apr. l6th and a second summer,/third winter at
Pennington on Aug. lfth.

Great Black-backed Gull (C) Larus marinus
counts reached 50 at the Kench, Langstone Harbour (80, Nov. 29th), Bedhampton R.T.
(!8O, [an.4th), Paulsgrove R.T. (100, Oct. lTth), Hill Head (100, Jan.;87, Sept.;75, Oct.;
100, Nov.; 192, Dec.;), Hamble Airfield (100, Jan. 7th;50+, Nov. 24th; 100+, Dec. 23rd),
Newtown R.T. (320, Jan. lst - an unusually high count; 100, Jan. Zth), Eling (160, Jan.
lTth), Hythe (445 to roost, Jan. 6th; 139 roostingon barges, Dec. 9th), Needs Ore (54, july
l3th) and l7ellington C.P. (60 NW at dusk, Dec. 30th - Bramshill R.T. birds).

Kittiwake (B)
A poor year. Approximate monthly totals are shown below.
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The only double figure counts were: 6 E + 6 on sea, Hurst Beach, Apr. 25th; l0 W + 4 E,
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Hayling Bay, Sept. 5th; 26, Hurst Castle, Oct. l8th; 22 W, Pennington, Noy. l4th. lnland,
single adults weie at Eversley G.P. on Feb. 5th and Fleet Pond on Mar. 26th.

Sandwich Tern (B) Stema sandvicensis

The first was at Langstone Harbour on Mar. 2lst. A further nine were seen before the end

of the month. Spring movement was noted between Apr.4th-May 23rd, with a total of 708

E, peaks 128 E at Hryling Bay on Apr .22tdatd2l9 E there on Apr.24th.Inland, two flew
S over Yew Tree Heath (IrLF.) on May 27th and one flew SE over Sway on June 25th.

Breeding records were of 220 pairs at Needs Ore, c. 50 pairs at Sowley,/Hurst and three

pairs which raised two young at Langstone Harbour, the first successful breeding there.

Small numbers only were noted in autumn but some 15 were seen in the wake of the

hurricane, including eight around Hayling lsland on Oct. l8th and ttre last, singles at

Calshot and Langstone Harbour on Oct. 25th.

Two flew from high inland to Portsmouth Harbour on Oct. 4th.
1986:Ttre first was at Hayling Bay on Mar. 20th

Roseate Tern (A) Stema dougallii
The only spring record was of one at Hurst Beach on May fth.

In autumn all the records came from Titchfield Haven. An adult was there on Aug. 6th,

then an adult and a juvenile on 8th and two adults on fth. A single adult was seen on six

dates betwen Aug. l8th-Sept. 8th although possibly two birds were involved. Finally a

juvenile was present on Sept. 25th.

Common Tern (C) Sterna hirundo
Breeding was recorded as follows: Langstone Harbour islands,45 pairs raised 79+ young;

Curbridge, I pair raised I young; Needs Ore, 300+ pairs; Sowley/Hurst,55 pairs with good

success; Ellingham Lake, I pair failed; Mockbeggar Lake,2 pairs raised 6 young.

Common/Arctic Tern (B) Stetna hirundo/pardisaea
Apart from breeding records, all sightings of Common Tern are summarised under this
heading.

The first were early: five E at Hurst Beach, five at Hayling Bay and one at Fleet Pond on

Apr. 4th. Three were at Pennington on 5th and one was at Warsash on 6th but then no more

were seen until Apr. 17th. Spring passage through the Solent was poor, involving some 345

E between Apr.lTth-May 23rd, peaks 89 E at Lepe on Apr. 28th and 100 E at Hayling Bay

on May 9th.

Inland, three flew E at Fleet Pond on Apr. 30th, one or two were at M27 G.P., Eastleigh on
six dates from Apr. 29th-May 27th and one was at Wellington C.P. on June 4th. Up to three
were at Fleet Pond and Eversley G.P. on eight dates between June 2l st-Aug. 4th, then three
were at Fleet Pond on Aug. 30th. Finally, four flew W'at Eversley on Sept. 4th, two flew S

over Queen Elizabeth C.P. on Sept. 14th and two were at Fleet Pond on Sept. 20th.

Autumn gatherings on the coast were smaller than usual, those to exceed 100 being of 160 at
Titchfield Haven /Hill Head on Aug. 9th, 200+ there on Au g.2Zndatd 150 at Lepe on Sept.
6th. Most had departed by late Sept., with only three reported in Oct. up to the time of the
hurricane. Then there were four at Lepe on Oct. 16th, 15 at Black Point/Sandy Point and
three moving W ar Lepe on I 7th, 14 at five localities on 18th and 13 at five localities on I 9th.
Probably at least 35 were involved in these records. Stragglers remained over the next few
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days with the last two adults at Lepe on 26th and one juvenile there on Oct. 3lst. All the
birds involved in this influx were identified as Common Terns.

Arctic Tern (B) Sterna paradisaea
One flew E at Hurst Beach on Apr. 4th (MCC, PC), a very early date. Only three others
were noted along the coast in spring and one was at Fleet Pond on Apr. 30th.

In autumn, single juveniles were at Hayling Bay on Sept. l2th and Fleet Pond from Sept.
l2th-l5th and, lTth-22rfr. Several appeared after the hurricane, with 12 along the coast
from Oct. lTth-lfth and a juvenile at Lepe on Ocr. 2lst/22nd.

Little Tern (B) Stema albifrons
The first were five E at Hurst Beach and two at Langstone Harbour on Apr. l?th. Spring
passage through the Solent was poor, with only 198 E between Apr. lSth-May 23rd, peak
77 E at Hayling Bay on May 9th.

142 pairs nested at Langstone Harbour islands, raising at least 168 young. 70 pairs bred at
two sites in the west Solent.

Autumn numbers were low except for 100 in Hayling Bay on Aug. 8th. The last was in
Langstone Harbour on Oct. lst apart from a hurricane related bird there on Oct. l8th.

Black Tern (A) Chlidonias niger
Spring records came from Farlington Marshes (1, Apr. 24th), Hill Head (21 E, Apr.
27th-May I lth), Lepe (12 E, Apr. 28th), Hurst (9 E, Apr. 28th; 9, May 9th), Netley Shore
(1, May l8th) and Warsash (1, May 28th).

Autumn records came from Eling (1, July lTth), Titchfield Haven (1, Aug. l4th and 24th;
3, Sept. 5th), Pennington (1, Aug. 28th/2%h;64 W, Sept. lst; l, Sept. 6th), Lepe (1, Aug.
29th;25 !7, Sept. 5th; 35, Sept. l9th), Frensham Great Pond (3, Sept. lst and l8th),
Farlington Marshes (1, Sept. 5th and 2kd) alad, Lee-on-the-Solent (1, Oct. lSth).

Guillemot (A) thia aalge
A very poor year. Single birds were recorded as follows: Portsmouth Harbour Entrance,
Jan. 2lst and Dec. lOth; Southsea, Apr. 5th and May l6th; Hayling Bay, Apr. 26th;
Milford-on-Sea, Aug. 20th; Hill Head, Sept. lfth, Ocr. l7th,26th and Nov. 30th; Black
Point, Dec. 3lst.

Razorbill (B) Alca torda
None in the early year, then singles at Hythe on Sept. 2fth and Hill Head on Oct. l lth. The
hurricane produced nine along the coast between Oct. lTth-24th, one of which remained in
Langstone Harbour until Nov. 2lst. Records followed from Black Point (1, Nov. l4th and
28th;2, Dec. l0th), Keyhaven (2, Nov. l5th), Hurst (1, Nov.28th) and Hill Head (1, Dec.
5th).

Little Auk (A) AlIe alle
One in flight off Keyhaven on Nov. 2lst eventually flew out V through Hurst Narrows
(RAC, EJW).

Stock Dove (B) Columba oenas
Reported flocks of 100 or more were: 100, Crondall, Feb. lSth; 500+, Hillside, Mar. 29th;
100, Five Lanes End, Greywell, Apr. 2lst; 100, Hillside, May 3rd; 100+, Hayling Island,
Oct. l0th; 130, Titchfield Haven, Dec. l8th; 140, Timsbury, Dec. l3th;200, Springhead,
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Greywelt Dec. lfth.
Sixty were reported moving over Fleet Pond between Sept. 28th-Nov. 2lst, peaks 13 S/W
onOct. l4th, 12 SW/SonOct. l8thandnineWonOct. lfth.

Woodpigeon (C) Columba palumbus
Reported flocks of 1000 or more were: 1650+, Springhead, Jan. 7th; 3000+, Stratfield
Turgis, Feb. 5th; 1000+, Danebury, Feb. 8th;2600+, Finkley, Andover, Mar. l5th; 1500+,
Tunworth, Nov. l8th and 3000+ there, Dec. fth;2000+, Timsbury, Nov. 22nd; 1000+,
Exbury, Nov. 28th; 1000+, Telegraph Hill Q.{.F.), Dec. 2fth; I 150, Middle Wyke, St. Mary
Bourne, Dec. 27th.

Movements were noted during the late year at a number of locations. Records included:
4281 mostly SE/S,/SW/W, Fleet Pond, Sept. 28th-Nov. 28th, peak I 130 S/SW, Oct. 29th;
1000 NW, Timsbury, Nov. l5th; 1500 W, Regents Park, Southampton, Nov. 2lst; 2000+
NE, Minley, Dec. 4th; I194 NE in 40 minutes, Lepe, Dec. I lth.

Collared Dove (B) Steptopelia decaocto
Very few records were submitted, those of more than 50 being: 60, Greywell, Jan. l8th; 6Or,
Chalton, Feb. Tth;60, Chilling, Sept.25th;105, Brownwich, Nov. llth; 100, Bentley
Church, Dec. 25th; 100, Timsbury, Dec. 27th.

Turtle Dove (B) Streptopelia ruror
The first arrivals were singles at Sway on Apr. 18th and Old Winchester Hill the next day.
Birds were reported widely from Apr. 22nd onwards. Movement continued throughout
May and into June, e.g. 24 N,zNE at five sites on May l0th and seven N at Tunworth on

June 2nd.

Breeding season records involved a total of 133 pairs,/singing males at 83 sites.

More birds were noted this autumn including 1l at Crondall on Aug. 22rtd, 13 at Sandy
Point on Sept. I fth and 20 at Bishopstoke on the same date. The last record was of two SE at
Fleet Pond on Oct. 6th.

Ring-necked Parakeet (A) Psittacula krameri
The only reports were ofone at Titchfield Haven on Feb. 23rd, one feeding on peanuts at
Romsey on Apr. 2nd, two at Mislingford, Wickham on Apr. I lth, one flying S at Titchfield
on May. 9th, one at Bashley on July 2nd and one at Fleet on Dec. I lth and l2th.

Cuckoo (C) Cuculus canorus
The first were at Liss on Apr. 7th and Solent Breezes on fth. Records followed from 40 sites
between Apr. l5th-24th.

Rufous phase females were noted at Eldon on May l0th and Wildgrounds, Gosport on May
8th, June 2nd and l0th.

The last record ofthe year was ofone at Bishopstoke on Aug. 27th.

Barn Owl (B) Tyto alba
Records for the Tetrad Atlas for 1986-87 show the species present in I 1.4% ofthe county's
tetrads, with breeding proved in 38, probable in l7 and possible in 59. One was observed at
a Starling roost at Southampton Central Station on three dates in Jan.,/Feb. and on one
occasion was seen to make a successful kill.
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Little Owt (B) Athene noctua
Records for the Tetrad Atlas for 1986-87 show the species present in 27.7% ofthe county's
temads, with breeding proved in 68, probable in I 14 and possible in 95.

Tawny Owl (C) Strix aluco
Records for the Tetrad Atlas in 1986-87 show the species present in42.2Yo ofthe county's
tetrads, with breeding proved in 91, probable in 187 and possible in 152.

One road casualty was reported.

Long-eared Owl (A) Asio otus
Four or five were present at Farlington Marshes in Jan.,/Feb. with six reorded on Jan. 28th
and Feb. 6th. Three remained until Mar. lOth, then two until Mar. 2lst. A single bird was
regularly recorded up to Apr. 26rh, when one was found dead by the railway line. However,
one was seen again on May lfth, June l2th, Aug. 30th,/3lst and regularly from Oct. 28th,
presumably having summered. Two were presenr on Dec. 5thl6th.
Elsewhere, a single bird was roosting at Titchfield Haven during Jan. and on Nov. 3fth, and
at another locality one was watched hunting at dusk on June 27th/28thand a juvenile was
heard nearby on July 26ttr.
1986: One was found dead near Ringwood on Oct. 25th.

Short-eared Owl (B) Asio llammeus
Early year records came from Farlington Marshes,/Langstone Harbour Q,,lan.;2/3,Feb.;
2, Mar. lst-23rd), Southampton Western Docks (2, Jan. 24th), Calshot Reclamation (1,
Jan. I lth and Feb. 8th), Normandy,/Keyhaven (2,1a*/Feb.; l, Mar.-Apr. 5th and l8th),
Ashley Valk (1, Jan. l8th), Worthy Down (up to 5 roosting, Jan.;4, Mar. 8th), Caesar's
Belt (1, Jan. 2nd) and Old Burghclere Clay Pit (1, Feb. 7th).

Late year numbers were very poor, records coming from Farlington Marshes/Langstone
Harbour (1, Oct. 2nd, Dec. 5th and 7th), Normandy/Keyhaven (1, Aug. 6th and Oct.
lTth-30th;2, Nov. 2nd-6ttr; l, Nov. I lth,2lst and Dec. 24th), Worthy Down (2, Nov. l5th
onwards), Old Winchester Hill (1, Nov.28th) andLarkwhistle Farm, Longparish (1, Dec.
l2th).

Nightiar (B) Caprimulgus europaeus
The first were at Ashley !0alk and Bramshill on May 9th. One churring at Hamble
Common on May 23rd was presumably a migrant as it was not seen again. Counts of
pairs,/singing males during the breeding season included the following: New Forest, 39 (not
a complete survey); Badminston Common, l; Bricksbury Hill, 3+; Emer Bog, l; Eversley
Common, 3; Havant Thicket, l; Hipley Copse, l; Longmore Inclosure, 6+; Ludshotr
Common,4; Mortimerwest End,3; North Solent NNRr 3; Oxenbourne Down, l; Upper
Pennington Common, l; Velmead Common, Fleet, l/2; West Walk, l; Woolmer, l4+;
Yateley Heath Wood, 5.

Autumn records were of singles at Lower Pennington Lane, Lymington on Sept. l5th/l6th
and Oxenbourne Down on Sept. 22nd.

Swift (C) Apus apus
The first was one at Regents Park, Southampton on Apr. 17th. A further 106 were then
recorded to the month's end including 20 at Portswood, Southampton on 28th and 15 at
Fleet Pond on 30th. Significant visible movemenrs noted during May and June were: 200
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W, Crondall, May l4th; 288 in off the sea in five hours, Sandy Point and 300 in off the sea,
Hill Head, May 23rd;100 N, Warsash, May 29th; 315 N in five minutes, Sway, June l6th.

Late summer flocks/movements reported included the following: 200 SW in I hour,
Portswood, Southampton, July l5th; 500, Crondall, July lfth; 5(X), Lepe, July 2lst; 190
NV in just over I hour, Millbrook, Southampton,luly 22td;300 E, Titchfield Haven,
Aug. 4th and 500+ there Aug. 6th. The last offive Sept. sightings was ofone flying S at
Bishopstoke on Sept. l4th.

Kinglisher (B) Alcedo atthis
Tetrad Atlas records for 1986-87 show the species present in 10.4% of Hampshire's tetrads,
with breeding proved in 24, probable in 37 and possible in 43 (cf. Grey Vagtail).

Outside the breeding season there were records from 20 coastal localities including four at
Titchfield Haven on Nov. 27th.

Roller (A) Coracias garrulus
One was at Rowbarrow Pond (N.F.) on May 30th/3lst (KWM, MI!trH, RJS er al).
Accepted by British Bids. The fourth Hampshire record this century, the most recent,
coincidentally, being on May 30th 1955 at Butser Hill.

Hoopoe (A) Upupa epops
Single birds were at South Wonston (per JMCe) and Camp Farm G.P. (PJK) on Apr. lfth,
Fleet Pond on Apr. 30th (MASc), Milford-on-Sea (flying in off the sea) on May 9th (RD),
Broughton NR on May 23rd (NRF-C) and Vanash on June l2th (RWH, VB).

lVryneek (A) tynx torquilla
Single birds were at Bishop's Dyke on Apr. 23rd (per EJW), Farlington Marshes from Aug.
30th-Sept. ath (P@ and on Sept. l5th,zl6th (SHo, PMP), Mattingley on Sept. 8th (per
EJW) and Sandy Point from Sept. l2th-l6th (M]WH, KWM).

Green Woodpecker (C) Picus uiridis
Only six records were received including one of a male taken in flight by a female
Sparrowhawk at Lower Test Marshes on Oct. 29th.

Great Spotted Woodpecker (C) Dendrccopos major
Only 15 records were reeived. Those suggesting movement were: I E, Lepe, Sept. l7th
and I W there, Sept. 2lst; I high W, Farlington Marshes, Sept. 27th; I S to Wight from
Keyhaven Marsh, Sept. 27th.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (B) Dendrccopos ainor
Tetrad Atlas records for 1986-87 showed the species to be present in I9.2% of Hampshire's
tetrads, with breeding proved in 39, probable in 55 and possible in 98.

Woodlark (B) Lullula arborea
The only early year records away from breeding areas were ofone on the beach at Sinah,
Hayling on Jan. 17th and one flying N at Tunworth on Mar. l0th.
During the breeding season records of pairs,/singing males totalled 16 in the New Forest
(coverage incomplete), 36 tt 12localities in the N.E. and one elsewhere in the county.

Autumn records included one over Fleet Pond on Oct. l3th, one flying \tr at Titchfield
Haven on Oct. 25th, three moving NW at Warsash on Oct. 24th and one there on Nov. 5th.
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Skylark (B) Alauda arvensis
Early year flocks/movements included: 350, Longdown, Jan. 3rd; 2100 W in 50 minutes,
Warsash, 875 W at Titdrfield Haven/Chilling and 250 N in,$ minutes, Hythe, Jan. l4th;
300, Hamble Lane, Jan. l6th;40Or, Dibden Bay, Jan. lSth; 9fi), Brownwich, Jan. 20th.

Little autumn movement was recorded, the total being 359 mostly W,/SW at seven sites
between Sept. 25th-Nov. 27th, peak 38 W at Warsash on Oct. 24th.Tlrc largest late year
flock was of 150 at Greywell on Dec. l6th.

Shore Lark (A) Eremophila alpexris
Single birds were at Browndown on Jan. l5th (TAL) and Weston Shore on Jan. 2lst (JW,
DAC). The first records since 1978.

Sand Martin (C) Nparia riparia
The first was at Titchfield Haven on Mar. 25th, then some 30 were seen until the month's
end, including 12 at Timsbury on2?th. The highest spring counts received were of 70 at
Bishopstoke on Apr. l8th and 150 N at Timsbury on Apr. 2lst.

Breeding numbers continue to recover. Counts ofpairs,/occupied nests were: Bishopstoke
S.P., 350; Carters Clay, Sherfield English,430; Fair Oak S.P., l0; Hamer STarren S.P.,
Ibsley, 310; Hogmoor, Bordon, 10-14, Kingsley S.P., l17-150; North Boarhunt, 28-50;
Somerley S.P., 150; Tirnsbury, 90; Woolmer, 6.

At Titchfield Haven, 100 flew S on Aug. l5th and a reed-bed roost held 200 birds on Aug.
30th,/3lst. Other notable autumn counts were made at Fleet Pond (max. 100, July 28th),
Farlington Marshes (max. 145 NW in 2.5 hours on July 25th) and Timsbury (max. 100,
Aug. 3lst). The last was at Farlington on Oct. l0th.

Swallow (C) Hirundo rustica
Three at Alresford C.B. on Jan. lst (per CRC) were the hrst ever for that month.

The first returning bird was at Timsbury on Mat . 27 th, rccords following from a further six
sites up to Apr. 3rd. The highest spring count was of 150 roosting at Lower Test Marshes on
May 27th.

Return migrants were noted from late July, with 250 at Fleet Pond on 30th rising to 450 by
Aug. I lth. A roost at Titchfield Haven peaked at 1800 on Aug. 3lst. In Sept., numbers of
outgoing migrants increased sharply toward mid month. 1940 moved E through Needs Ore
on Sept. 18th and c. 14000 flew E at Lepe the next day, including 2760 in ten minutes. At
Timsbury, a roost in a maize field reached 1200 on Sept. lfth. Good numbers continuedfor
much of Oct., 1300 E over Titchfield Haven on 2nd ar.d270 S at Lepe on l8th being the
highest counts. 14 were noted in Nov., the last at Fareham on the 22nd.
1986: 58+ W, Titchfield Haven, Oct. 3lst. l, Keyhaven, Dec. l4th.

House Martin (C) Delichon urbica
The first were at Allington Lane on Mar. 26th and Farlington Marshes on Apr. 3rd. Spring
numbers were low until the end of Apr. when 100 visited Tundry Pond and 150 Fleet Pond
on 30th. The only other high spring count was at Bransbury, where I 50 flew N up the Test
Valley on May 3rd.

Return migrants were noted from mid July. Four figure counts were made at Sandy Point
(2000 NW in 135 minutes, Sept. 26th), Titchfield Haven (max. 2000, Sept. 28th), Beacon
Hill, Warnford (2000, Sept. 27th) and Warsash (4200 E, Oct. 2nd). Passage continued until
mid Oct., with 80 S over Lepe on 18th, but then none was recorded after 2lst apart from
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singles at Whitehill on Nov. 2lst, Lepe on Nov. 27th and Titchfield Haven on Dec. 8th.
1986: 1000+, Titchfield Haven, Oct. 4th and 20 there, Nov. 3rd. Then a further 15 up to
Nov.30th.

Olive-backed Pipit (A) Anthus hodgsoni
One was at Sway from Nov. l3th-26th, being trapped on l5th and l8th (SWS, EJW).
Accepted by Britisb Blrds. The first Hampshire record.

Tree Pipit (C) Anthus triuialis
The first were at Eyeworth (N.F.), Hazeley Heath (3), Kingsclere (flyrng N) and Old
Winchester Hill on Apr. 5th. Away from breeding areas, 3l were recorded mostly flying N,
up to May 5th.

Autumn migrants were noted from mid July with a clear peak in late August. Half monthly
totals are shown below.

Jul Aug Aug Sept Sept Oct
15-31 l-15 t6-31 l-15 16-30 l-15

311t3450t24

Counts included a total of 76 (mostly flying W) at Titchfield Haven betwen Aug. 6th-Oct.
lstwithamaximumof40WonAug.28thand2SatOldVinchesterHillonAug. l6th.The
last one flew W at Lepe on Oct. l2th.

Meadow Pipit (C) Anthus prateasis
Large early year flocks were noted at Hamble Lane (200, Jan. l6th), Titchlield (150, Jan.
l6th), Dibden Bay (100+, Jan. lSth), Winchester S.F. (100, Jan. l8th) and Camp Farm S.F.
(120, Feb.2nd).

Spring movements were noted at seven sites with a total of 1496 mostly N between Mar.
lOth-Apr. l7th, peaks 815 N at Hill Head on Mar. 25th, I l7 N there in 2.5 hours on Mar.
28th and 194 N over Hurst Castle on Apr. 4th.

Autumn flocks included 100 at Titchfield on Sept. 21st, 150 at both Beacon Hill, warnford
and Eversley G.P. on Sept. 26th, 150+ at Nether \trallop on Oct. I lth and I l8 at Chilling on
Oct. 30th. Movements recorded included a total of 1602 mostly S at Fleet Pond between
Sept. 9th-Nov. 28th, peak 284 S,/SW on Oct. I lth, 338 SE in four hours at Old Winchester
Hill on Oct. I lth and 200+ S at Lepe on Oct. 2lst.
Large late year flocks were located at Ludshott Common (100, Nov. 2nd) and Westend
Down (120, Dec. 10th).
1986: l5O V, Titchfield Haven, Sept. 23rd.

Rock Pipit (C) Anthus petrosus
Away from Hurst castle, where three pairs bred, recorded along the coast unril Mar. 8th
and from Oct. 9th. Localities with double figure counts were Eling (10, Jan. 5th; 16, Dec.
l9th), Warsash (10, Feb. l3th; ll, Oct. 30th; 10, Nov. 8th) and Sturtpond,/Hurst Castle
(32, Dec. l9th).

One was inland at Eversley G.P. on Oct. 3lst.
One showing the characteristics of the Scandinavian ruce A.p. linoraliswasat Lower Test
Marshes on Deg. l5th.
1986:T\e first return to a wintering site was one at Hill Head on Sept. 22nd.
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Water Pipit (B) Anthus spinolena
Recorded until Apr. I lth (2, Ringwood) and from Oct. lTth (l S, Fleet Pond).
Approximate monthly totals:

,l i, ^i i i il:,
Counts reached three at Camp Farm S.F. (3-5, Jan. l4th-20th; 3, Feb.20th), Titchfield
Haven (max. 12, Feb. l3th), Alresford C.B. (4, Feb. l5th) and Lower Test Marshes (up to
8, Nov.; l6+, Dec. 20th; 5+, Dec. 25th; 6, Dec. 28th). Coverage at severalknown wintering
localities was poor, e,Ei'. one at Headbourne !(orthy C.B. on Jan. 8th was the only record
from that site.

Yellow Wagtail (B) Motacilla flava
The first was at Langstone Harbour on Mar. 3lst. Half monthly totals of spring migrants
away from breeding sites are shown below.

Ap, Apr May May
l-15 16-30 l-15 t6-31
1238406

All records were of one to four except for 16 N at Winchester College on May 7th.

Breeding records involved seven pairs/singing males in the Avon Valley and l8-20 at five
coastal localities.

Return passage began in early July but no large number occurred until mid Aug.
Approximate half monthly totals are shown below.

Jrl Aug Aug Sept Sept Oct Oct
16-31 l-15 16-31 l-15 t6-30 l-15 16-31

6 91 576 675 301 33 6

Counts reached 50 at Farlington Marshes (roosts of 80, Aug. l5th; 100, Aug.3lst./Sept.
lst), Keyhaven/Pennington (53, Aug. 26th; I10, Sept. l4th), Titchfield Haven (59 W, Aug.
28th; roosts of I 10, Aug. 30th;223, Sept. 3rd; 130, Sept. 2lst), North Hayling (60+, Aug.
30th), Pitts Deep,/Pylewell (76, Aug. 30th) and Warsash (70, Sept. 16th). 39 were noted in
Oct. including a flock of 2l S over Longparish on 6th. The last was at Sandy Point on Oct.
24rh.

Birds showing the characteristics of the continental race, the Blue-headed Wagtail M.f.
Ilava werc at Farlington on May 8th and June l3th.

Grey Wagtail (C) Motacilla cinerea
The only significant winter counts were from Eastleigh S.F., with 16 on Jan. l9th and l8 on
Jan. 26th.

Tetrad Atlas records for 1986-87 show the species present in 21.9% ofthe county's tetrads,
with breeding proved in 94, probable in 65 and possible in 60.

A small autumn passage was detected, records coming from eight sites including Fleet Pond
(21 S/W/NW, Aug. 2lst-Oct. lSth), Lepe (17, Sept. 4th-2lst, peak 7 W, Sept. 17th),
Normandy,/Keyhaven (lI, Sept. 6th-Oct. 24th), Titchfield Haven (33, Sept. 8th-23rd,
peaks 1l W, Sept. 8th and 10 W, Sept. 9th) and Warsash (5, Sept. l5th).
1986:5 W, Titchfield Haven, Sept. 23rd.

Pied Wagtail (C) Moacilla alba
Early year counts included 175 at Camp Farm S.F. on Jan. lst, 200 feeding in a cabbage
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field at Hamble Lane on Jan. l2th and 185 in a reed bed roost at Fleet pond on Mar. 4th.
Records of autumn movement included a total of I 12 S/SW/!7 at Fleet Pond berween
Aug. 29th-Nov. 5th, 44 E at Titchfield Haven on oct. 2nd and 36 E at Sandy point the next
day. The highest roost counts at this time were of238 at Lower Test Marshes on Sept. l0th,
200 at Timsbury on Oct. 4th and 180 at Titchfield Haven on Oct. 26th.

The roost on steam pipes at a North Baddesley factory was counted throughout the year, the
monthly maxima being 640, 460,220,168, 120, 35,40,20,0, 180, 460, 770.

Records of the continental race, the White Wagtail M.a. alba started with two at
Pennington on Mar. 28th. Further sightings were made at Farlington Marshes (1, Apr.
I lth and lSth;4, Apr. 2lst), Hurst (2, Apr. l8th), Pennington/Keyhaven (17, Apr. lgth),
Eversley G.P. (3, Apr. l9th;2, Apr.2lst; l, Apr. 27thand?W),Milton Locks, portsmouth
(3, Apr. 20th; l, Apr.22nd), Dibden Bay (1, Apr. 2lst), Titchfield Haven (1, Apr. 2Tthand
May 2nd), ITinchester College (1, May lst) and M27 G.P., Eastleigh (1, May lst). A pair
bred successfully at the 1986 site.
1986:25v,Titchfield Haven, sept. 23rd. A pair of white wagtails bred successfuliy at one
locality.

Waxwing (A) Bombycilla garulus
One was watched for an hour at Greenfields Estate, Alton on Feb. l4th and was seen to
leave NE (DHT er a1).

Wren (D) Trogtodytes

Dunnock (C) prunella modularis
Five flew high over Titchfield Haven on oct. 5th, at least three flying off E eventually.

Robin (C) Erithacus rubecula
Autumn passage was again evident from regular ringing at Southampton western Docks,
where 29 birds were caught between Aug. 7th-Oct. 2fth.

Nightingale (B) Luscinia megarhynchos
The first was at sinah warren, Hayling on Apr. l7th. A total of t 15 pairs./singing maLr *o
counted at 57 sites, including l0 at Martin Down CBC, seven at North Solent NNR, six at
I epe on Apr. 26th (possibly including some migrants), five ro six ar Timsbury (a big
increase) and four at Horsebridge,/Houghton, Netherton Bortom (Hurstbourne tarr*t)
and along the Basingstoke Canal between Fleet and Aldershot.

!n Aug., singles were at southampton western Docks on 7th/8th and at Shirley,
Southampton from 5th-30th. The last was at Normandy Marsh on Sept. 2nd.

Black Redstart (A) phoenicurus ocfuuros
The only early year record was ofone at Hayling Oysterbeds on Jan. 3rd.
Spring migrants (all singles) were reporred from Southampton common (Mar. l5th), Hill
Head,/Brownwich (Mar. l6th and lSth), south Hayliag (Apr. 5th), vale Farm, Longparish
(Apr' 5th), stoney cross (Apr. 5th), Black Gutter Bottom (Apr. l0th) and Fariington
Marshes (Apr. 2lst).
An immature male held territory on a demolition site from Apr. l3th-July 3rd and at a
second site a male was singing on Apr. 5th and a female was seen carrying food into a farm
building on July 9th.
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Singles at Kingsclere on oct. lst and Bramley on oct. 3rd were the first ofthe autumn, but
then there was a lull until the end of the montlL records then coming from vidley Farm,
Portsdown (oct. 22nd), Doncaster Farm, Eastleigh (oct. 23rd), Forr cumberland, Eastney
(2, Oct. 24th), Beacon Hill, Warnford (2, Oct. 25th), Leigh park, Havant (Oct. 30th), Sinah
G.P. (Oct. 3lst), Northfields Farm, Twyford (Nov. 2nd), Dean Hill (2, Nov.4th, I to Nov.
8th), Lepe (Nov. 5th), Dibden Bay (Nov. 8th) aad Portsdown Hill (1, Dec. l4th).

Redstart (C) phoenicurus phoenicurus
The first were at Pitts !7ood (N.F.) on Apr. lOth and old lfinchester Hill on Apr. l2th.
Some 26 migrants were noted away from breeding sites up to May 24th, including seven
males on Hayling Island on Apr. l7th.
Autumn migrants were seen from July 25th with the main movement in late Aug.,/eariy
Sept. Approximate half monthly totals are shown belorv.

Jul
16-31

3

Aug

20

Aug
l6-31

90

' Sept
l- t5
@

Sept
l6-30

28

Oct
l-15
l0

l-15

Although numbers were lower than in 1986, peak counts again occurred on the downs, with
totals of 38 at old vinchester Hill (max. 7, Attg.23rd),28 at Beacon Hill, warnford (max.
7, Aug. 23rd and Sept. 6th) and29 atButser Hill (max. 7, Sept. 9th). On the coasr, six at
Farlington Marshes on Aug. 3lst was the maxim ,m. The last was on Oct. l5th aparr from
late singles at Bishop's Dyke on oct. 24th, Black Point on oct. 25th and in a Drayton,
Portsmouth garden on Nov. lst.

Whinchat (B) Saxicola rubeua
The first were singles at Sandy Point and Farlington Marshes on Apr. l7th. A further 43
migrants were recorded until May 24th, including a maximum of four at Martin Down on
Apr.23rd.
Nine pairs,/singing males were located in the New Forest, of which four are known ro have
raised young.

Autumn passage, whichwas lighterthan in 1986, was evident from July l8th. Approximate
half monthly totals are shown below.

t6-31

The highest counts were of ten at Crondall on Sept. l5th, 15+ at Farlington Marshes on
Sept. 3rd, l3+ at Milton Reclamation on sept. 2nd and c. 40 at pennington on Sept. 9th.
The last were singles at Farlington Marshes and IBM Lake on oct. 25ih and
Pennington/Keyhaven on Nov. 2rrd/3rd.

Stonechat (B) Saxicota totquata
Numbers were at a very low ebb in 1987. In the New Forest, only I 7 pairs were reported
breeding, and on the N.E. heaths 13 pairs bred at six sites. Elsewhere, Tetrad Atlas records
for 1986-87 show breeding proved in 13 tetrads, probable in seven and possible in four.
Although the New Forest total is clearly a gross underestimate, the figure quoted is the
lowest number actually reported for many years.

Monthly totals elsewhere are shown below.
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These totals include the records from Langstone Harbour, where only nine birds were seen
during the year, the worst ever in 35 years. The highest count was of six atTitchfield Haven
on Oct. 5th and Nov. l8th.

Wheatear (B) Oenanthe oenanthe
The first was at Browndown on Mar. l4th. Spring migrants were mostly noted in late Mar.
and Apr., but passage continued until early June, when one was at Bedhampton R.T. on
6th. Approximate half monthly totals are shown below.

Mar Apr Apr May May
16-31 l-15 16-30 l-15 16-31

138 133 116 t3 lt

The highest counts were of 19 at Dean Hill on Apr. lst and 42 along the sea wall at
Keyhaven/Pennington the next day.

In the New Forest some 14 pairs,/singing males were found in suitable breeding habitat.
Three pairs bred successfully at one site, but a pair at another probably failed due to
disturbance.

Autumn migrants were noted from early July but numbers were fairly low. Approximate
half monthly totals are shown below.

Jul Jut Aug Aug Sept Sept Oct Oct
l-16 16-31 l-15 16-31 l-15 t6-31 t-15 t6-31
4 t4 101 189 5i 86 ll 14

Counts reached l5 only at Wilverley Plain (15, Aug. 28th) and Farlington Marshes (16,
Aug. l6th; 24, Sept. lfth). The last was at Sinah on Oct. 3lst, except for a very late bird at
Warsash on Dec. l3th (RKL), only the third ever in that month.

Black-eared Wheatear (A) Oenanthe hispanica
A male of the western race O.h. hispanicawas at Farlington Marshes on June 5th (GF, TJ er
a.f . Accepted by British Birds. The second Hampshire record, the only previous one being
at the same place on Sept. l8th 1954.

Ring Ouzel (A) Turdus torquarus
The first was at Bishopstoke on Apr. 5th followed by singles at Bramshill Plantation on Apr.
8th, Black Gutter Bottom on Apr. l6th, Old Winchester Hill on Apr. l6th and 24th, Beacon
Hill, Warnford on Apr. l9th/2Otb, Southampton Airport on Apr. 25th, Winchester
College on May lst and Lower Test Marshes on May 7th.

In autumn there was an exceptional gathering of l5 at Godshill from Sept. 27th-Oct. lst
with one still present on Oct. 3rd - an unprecedented number for the county (MCC, PC).
More typical records were of singles at Ashley Walk and Widden Bog, BrockenhUrst on
Oct. l0th, Brownwich on Oct. 23rd, Sandy Point on Oct. 24th, Bishopstoke from Oct.
30th-Nov. 4th and Warsash on Nov. 6th.

Blackbird (C) Turdus merula
The largest winter counts received were of 100+ at Stoke Fruit Farm, Hayling from Jan.
15th-l8th and 65 at Titchfield Haven on Dec. 2lst.
Several observers reported evidence of autumn immigration from mid. Sept.-mid Nov.
-especially late Oct. The largest counts ar this time were: 40, Sandy PointlBlack Point, Oct.
24th;50+, Bishopstoke, Oct. 30th; 60, Timsbury, Nov. 15th; 68, Titchfield Haven, Nov.
l8th. A total of 18 was reorded moving SE./S!7 over Fleet Pond between Oct. l2th-Nov.
4th.
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Fieldfare (B)
Approximate monthly totals :

JF
Total on ground X77 3o46
Lwalities l9 l8
Total moving 50 0

Turdus pilaris
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The largest counts were: 600+, Stoke Fruit Farm, jan. l5th; 1000+, Sarisbury, Jan.
i4th-2lst; 500, Chilton Candover, Mar. 8th; 600+, Easr Worldham, Mar. 28th; 500,
Meonstoke, Nov. l5th; 550 N, Timsbury, Nov. l5th;,140, Ashley Walk, Nov. 20th; 460,
Hucklesbrook, Nov. 23rd; 700+, Plairford, Dec. l2th; 550, Bishopstoke, Dec. lfth.
In contrast to 1986 there was little evidence of any cold weather movements" Several flocks
were seen during Apr., the largest being of230 at Braishfield on l0th and 220 at Broughton
Down on l4th. The last were singles at Sinah Warren and Timsbury on Apr. 25th and two
at Plaitford the following day.

The first in autumn were rwo at Godshill from Sept. 27th-Oct. lst followed by one at
Beacon Hill, Highclere on Oct. 4th. No more were seen until Oct.23rd but thereafter
numbers built up to a high level during Dec. ^A. leucistic individual was presenr at Titchfield
Haven from at least Dec. l2th-20th.
1986: l50o0 moved W over Milford-on-Sea during severe weather on Feb. 7th (RD).

Song Thrush (C) Turdus philomelas
As in previous years, there were many reports of movernent during the autumn. From Sept.
Z7th-Nov. 25th a total of 284 was recorded moving mosrly between S and W, including 205
at Fleet Pond, peaks 19 S'Uf,/W/NW on Oct. l3th and 22 S/W on Oct. l8rh.
1986: The counts of 30+ at Sinah Common and 35 at Sandy Point on Oct. l2th clearly
referred to immigrants; counts above five at these sites are unusual.

Redwing (B)
Numbers were fairly low at both ends of the year
Approximate monthly totals :
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The largest counts were: 200+, Sarisbury, Jan. l4th-2lst; 30O+, Tundry Pond, Feb. 2nd;
250, Sway, Feb. l3th; 500, Chilton Candover, Mar. 8th; 200, Eversley G.P., Mar. lTth;
200, Meonstoke, Dec. l3th; 600, St. Catherine's Hili, Winchester, Dec. 18th; 450,
Bishopstoke Dec. l9th.
The last spring birds were four at Braishfield on Apr. l0th. The first autumn returns were
two early individuals at Bishopstoke on Sept. l4th followed by further records from 27th
onwards. A total of 870 moved S,/V over Fleet Pond between Oct. lst-Nov. 28th, peak 145
S[ on Nov. 3rd, and 369 moved N/NW over Regents Park, Southarnpton in two hours on
Oct.23rd.
1986: l40o0 moved E over Milford-on-Sea on Feb. 6th (RD).

Mistle Thrush (C) Turdus viscivorus
The largest flock recorded was of 47 at Butser Hill on Aug. l9th. Autumn movemenr was
noted at Titchfield Haven (18 V, Oct. 23rd) and Fleet Pond (123 over, Sept. l4th-Nov.
l4th, peak Il r07 on Sept. 2lst).

0
9

0
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Cetti's Warbler (B) Cettia ceni
During the breeding season the nurnbers of pairs,/singing males reported were: Avon
Valley, 5 at five sites; Test Valley, l5 at four sites; Itchen Valley, 6 at five sites; Meon Valley,
one; ioast,28 at six sites; total 55 at2L sites. At three sites where the species was recorded for
the first time only singie unmated males were present. Allowing for incomplete coverage in

the river valleys, especially the Avon, the county population probably exceeds 70 pairs.

Outside the breeding season there were records from two further localities including the

first ever at Calshot from Oct. 25th-Nov. 1st.

Grasshopper Warbler (A) Locustella naevia

The ftrst was at Titchfield Haven on Apr. 1Oth, followed by singles at Lower Pennington on

Apr. 1fth and Calshot and Beaulieu Bog on Apr. 26th. Pairs/singing males were reported in
May-July as follows: Belbins, Romsey, l; Bentley Wood, Tytherley, 1; Bighton Lane,

Alresford, l; Longstock, 1; The Moors, Bishops V/altham, l; North Solent NNR, 2;

Pauisgrove R. f., l; Portsdown Hill (S side), 2; Puttles Bridge, N.F., 1; Southampton
Airport, 1; South Wanborough, i; Stoney Cross, l; Stratfield Saye, l; Titchfield Haven,3;
Vinchester Coliege, l. Many of these were recorded on one date only and there were no

instances of proved breeding reported.

Aurumn records were of three at Emer Bog on July 23rd (not bred there) and singles at Fleet
Pond on Aug. 7th, Lower Test Marshes on Aug. 25th and Alresford Pond on Sept' 15th.

Sedge Warbler (C) Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

The first was at Titchfield Haven on Apr. lOth followed by two at Bishopstoke on Apr.
13th. A further 19 were recorded at nine localities up to Apr. 19th. Selected counts of
pairs,/singing males were as follows: Bishopstoke/Mansbridge, 24+; Itchen Abbas, 18;

Titchfield Haven, 56; \flinnall Moors, 46.

Autumn passage was the poorest at Lower Test Marshes since recording first began in
1975. Despite a similar amount of effort to 1986 only 39 were trapped between July
4th-Sept. 2nd. A total of 77 was trapped at Southampton Western Docks from Aug.
3rd-Sept.23rd (also similar coverage to 1986). At Titchfield Haver,302 were trapped
during the autumn. The last were singles at Fleet Pond on Oct. 3rd and !ilarsash on Oct'
l9th.

Aquatic Warbler (A) Acrocephalus paludicola
A first year bird was trapped at Farlington Marshes on Aug. 3lst (PMP, RWW er a1)'

Marsh Warbler (A) Acrocephalus palustris
A singing male was present at one locality from June l4th-2lst.

Reed Warbler (C) Acrocephalus scirpaceus
The first was at Titchfield Haven on Apr. lOth followed by two at Farlington Marshes on
Apr. l8th. A further 14 were recorcied up to Apr. 25th foilowed by awidespread arrival.
Counts of pairs,/singing males during the breeding season included: Bishopstoke/Mans-
bridge, lJ+; Farlington Marshes, 19; Fieet Pond, c.40; Itchen Abbas, l0+; Titchfield
Haven, 88; Winnall Moors, 25.

At Lower Test Marshes 84 were trapped between July 4th-Sept. 2nd (peak 28, Aug. lst)
and 62 were trapped at Southampton Western Docks from Aug. 4th-Oct. l2th. The last
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were singles at Fleet Pond on Oct. 22nd and Titchfield Haven on Oct. 3lst.

Icterine Warbler (A) Hippolais icrerina
Singles were at Farlington Marshes on Aug. 30th (MS, HN, GF et aD arrd Sept. l2rh
(TMM). The founh and fifth Hampshire records.

Melodious Warbler (A) Hippotais polygloua
One was at Farlington Marshes on Aug. 29th (TMM).

Dartford Warbler (B) Sylvia undata
No comprehensive datawere received for the New Forest but numbers were thought to be
little changed from 1986. Elsewhere, six pairs,/singing rnales were located at four sires.

Late year records away from breeding sites came from Lepe (1/2, Sept.; l, Nov. 10th),
Langstone (1, Oct. l4th) and Oxey/Keyhaven (l-4, Oct. 24th-Dec. l2th).

Lesser Whitethroat (B) Sylvia curruca
Most exceptional was the discovery on Jan. 2gthofone in a Highfield, Southampton garden
where it remained until Apr. 1gth (SRH er a.t). This bird strongly defended a rerrirory
around the observer's bird-table where it could even be seen hanging from the peanut bag
in the manner of a titl
The first migrants appeared on Apr. l9th at Keyhaven/Penningto,n andApr. 24rh at Farley
Mount with a further 19 up to Apr. 30th. During the breeding season a total of il7
pairs,/singing males was reported from 60 locations. Selected counts included:
Bishopstoke,/Mansbridge, 6; Farlington Marshes, 5,/6; Titchfield Haven, 8.

Totals recorded at various sites in Aug.,/Sept" were as follows: Southampton l7estern
Docks, 26 trapped; Old Vinchester Hill, 38 on five dates; Hayling Island,4l on ren datesl
Lepe,42 on 13 dates; Butser Hill, 37 on17 dates. The last were rwo at Sourhampron
'W'estern Docks on Oct. lst aad one at Sinah G.P. on Oct. 4th.
1986:The Dec. bird at Faxliilgton Marshes was seen again on 17th.

Whitethroat (B) Sylvia communis
The first was one at Hursrbourne Tarrant on Apr. 12th, foliowed by widespread records
from Apr. 18th onwards including 15 at Winchester S.F. on Apr. 26th. During the breeding
season a total of224pairs/singing males was reported from 49 localities. The largest counts
were: Dibden Bay,23; BishopstokezMansbridge, l9; Ludshotr Common, l7; Lower Test
Marshes,/Hillyfields l6; Titchfield Haven, 12.

The autumn passage at Southampton Western Docks was the best since ringing started
there in I 98 1, with 47 trapped between Aug" 4th-Sept.24th, peak I 3 on Sept. 6th. At Lepe,
39 were noted during this period but at Butser Hill oniy seven were recorded (cf Lesser
Whitethroat). The last were singles at Farlington Marshes on Oct. 4th and Titchfield
Haven on Oct. 6th.

Garden Warbler (C) Sylvia borin
The first was at Brownwich on Apr. 10th. No more were recorded until Apr. 23rd but
thereafter a total of 38 was noted up to Apr. 3fth.
At Southampton Westem Docks, 32 werc trapped between Aug. 7th-30th, then seven in
Sept. up to 20th. Elsewhere, the pattern was similar, the only later records being of singles
at Farlington Marshes on Sept. 28th and Oct. l5th and Southampron Western Docks on
Oct. l2th.
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Blackcap (C) Sylvia atricaPilla
In Jan.-Mar. a minimum of 25 males and seven females was recorded. One at Farlington
Marshes on Mar. 3lst was probably the first migrant although the main arrival began on
Apr.8th.

Autumn records included 76 trapped at SouthamPton Western Dock between Aug.
5th-Oct. 5th, peak I I on Sept. l6th (cf .FIBR 1986), and 141 at Old \trinchester Hill on nine
dates from July 26th-Sept.27th, peak 34 on Aug. l6th. Only eight were noted in Oct.,
inciuding four at Sandy Point on 3rd, and in Nov./Dec. a minimum of seven males and five
females was recorded.

Wood Warbler (B) Phylloscopus sibilatrix
The first was ar Sinah on Apr. l8th, followed by the first in the New Forest at Shatterford
on 20th. 16 migrants were recorded at non breeding sites up to May 5th.

Away from the New Forest, where some observers considered numbers tobe low, counts of
pairs,/singing males were as follows: Bartley Heath, Hook, l; near Hambledon, l; Ham
Wood, Wellow, l+; Holbury Manor, 3; Holly Hill, Sarisbury, l; Home Wood, North
Stoneham, l; Ludshott Common,/Waggoners Wells,4; Monkwood, Ropley, l; Stoke Park
Woods, Bishopstoke, 2; Warsash, l; Wellington C.P., l; ![est Walk, 2.

As usual aurumn passage was small, with I I recorded from July 24th onwards with the last
one at Fleet Pond on Arry.27th and two trapped at Sway the following day.

Chiffchaff (C'1 Phylloscopus collybita
In Jan.-early Mar. 29 were recorded at 15localities, with maxima of six atBudds Farm S.F.,
Bedhampton on Jan. 3rV4th and four at Yateley G.P../Sandhurst S.F. on Feb. lst. Only
six were noted during the severe weather in the second half of Jan. Migrants began
appearing in mid Mar. and were widespread by the end of the month.

Autumn totals included 68 trapped at Southampton Western Docks between Aug. lTth-
Oct. l5th, 105 at Old Winchester Hill on five dates from Sept. 6th-Oct. I lth (peak 42, Sept.
27th),254at Fleet Pond from Aug. 8th-Oct. l8th (peaks 14, Aug. l9th and Sept.22nd) and
65 at Beacon Hill, Warnford on five dates from Sept. 6th-Oct. 4th (peak 17, Sept. 27th).
Also of note was a count of 3 1 at Bishopstoke on Sept. 20th. Fewer were recorded during
Oct. than in 1986 but fivewere still at Sinah on 3lst. In Nov./Dec. ten were recorded at six
localities, with a maximum of four at Eastleigh S.F. on Nov.2lst.

Willow Warbler (B) Phylloscopus trochilus
The first were singles at Fleet Pond, Farlington Marshes and Tanners Creek on Mar.29th,
followed by widespread sightings from Apr. 2nd onwards. Some large counts during Apr.
included i 17 at Sandy Point on 18th and 60+ at Fleet Pond the following day.

Autumn totals included 87 trapped at Southampton Western Docks between Aug. 4th-
Sept. 20th, 441 at Old Winchester Hill on eight dates from july 26th-Sept. 20th (peak 95,
Aug. 30tli), 380 at Fleet Pond from July 23rd-Sept. 23rd (peak 45, Aug. 7th) and 287 at
Beacon Hill, Warnford on eight dates from July 26th-Sept. 9th (peak 61, Aug. 3lst). The
last were three at Farlington Marshes on Sept. 28th and one at Fleet Pond on Oct. 3rd.

Goldcrest (C) Regulus rcgulus
Breeding season counts of pairs,/singing males were received as follows: Yateley Heath
Wood, 38+; Alice Holt Forest, 33+; Fleet Pond,/Heath, c. 20.

Foliowing the poor autumn passage in 1986, numbers were back to normal. Records were
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received from several localities especially during Oct. At Old Winchester Hill a total of 72
was recorded on five dates between Sept. 27th-Nov. lst (peak 19, Oct. I lth). Other counts
included 25 at Beacon Hill, Warnford on Nov. lst and up to 20 at Fleet Pond during
Oct./Nov.

Firecrest (B) Regulus ignicapillus
In the early year, there were four at Pitts !7ood Inciosure on Jan. 3rd, one there on Jan.
24th/25th,one at Eyeworth Pond on Jan. 29th and one at Bells Copse, Leigh Park on Feb.
lst.

Spring passage was evident from Mar. l6th-May 4th, with singles at Hilsea, Southwick,
Sandy Point, Portsdown Hill, Old Winchester Hill, Hambledon and two New Forest sites,
all except the Hilsea bird on one date only.
Territorial birds were present in the New Forest from Apr. 2nd, with a total of l7
pairs,/singing males subsequently located at five sites. Either several males were unmated or
breeding success was poor) for only one juvenile was seen. Elsewhere, l1 pairs/singing
males were found at four sites, again with no proof of successful breeding.

Autumn,/late year records, all of singles unless otherwise stated, were as foliows:
Rownhams, Southampton, Aug.27th; Bitterne, Sept. 13th; Old Winchester Hill, Sept.
20th and Oct. 25th; Denny Wood, Sept. 25th and Dec. 28th; Yateley Heath Wood, Sept.
29th; Sway, Oct. lst; Fleet Pond, Oct. 2nd; Widley, Oct. l2th; Black Gutter Bottom, 2,
Nov. lst; East Aston, l.ongparish, Nov. 2lst; Danes Stream, Milford-on-Sea, Nov. 28th;
Warsash, Dec. 5th; Ridiey Wood (N.F.), Dec. 5th; Berry Beeches (N.F.)" Dec. 5th; Bank,
Lyndhurst, Dec. 13th; Fritharn, Dec. 3lst.

Spotted Flycatcher (C) Muscicapa srriata
The first were singles at Farlington Marshes on Apr. 26th and Ashurst on Apr. 29th.
Arrivals continued throughout May and included 1l+ at Sandy Point on May 24th.

Autumn concentrations included: 34, Old Winchester Hill, Aug. l6th; 15, Timsbury, Aug.
20th; 15, Eversley G.P., Aug.28th;20, Sandy Point, Aug. 30th; 15, Bishopstoke, Sept. 8th.
The last were two at DiMen Bay and one at Old Winchester Hill on Sept. 27th.

Pied Flycateher Ficedula hypoleuca

t'tt

The first were males at Hill Head and Sinah Warren on Apr" 17th. A further 16 were
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reported until May 5th (including two males at Winchester College on May lst) followed by
a singing male at Rufus Stone from May I lth-l5th. Only two were reporred as females.

At one locality, a male held territory from Apr. lfth-June lfth but failed to attract a mate.

Autumn migrants were recorded between July 26th (1, Old Winchester Hill) and Sept. 2fth
(1, Old Winchester Hill). Haif monthly totals are shown below.

Jul Aug Aug Sept Sept
t6-31 l-15 16-31 l-15 16-30

35t421
All records were of singles except for two at Farlington Marshes on Aug. l6th, four at
Hayling Island on Aug. 29th and two at Sandy Point on Aug. 30th. The lower numbers
compared to recent yean probably reflect the reduced coverage on Hayling Island, which
has been the rnain locality.

Bearded Tit (B) Panurus biarmicus
Early and late year maxima at Titchfield Haven were six in Feb. and ten in Nov., and at
Farlington Marshes seven in Jan. and 12 in Oct. Other records came from Bishopstoke (3,
Apr. 2nd-4th), Lower Test Marshes (2, June 13th, Nov. 14th and ZZnd; 6, Dec. lsr),
Warsash (8, July l3th;24, Aug.4th-Oct 23rd), Paulsgrove R.T. (2, Aug. l6th), Fleet Pond
(1, Oct. 29th), Calshot Reciamation (2, Nov. lst) and Keyhaven (up to 4, Nov. 2nd-Dec.
l9th).
Breeding was only reported from one site where four males and two females raised at least
tr4 young.

Long-tailed Tit (C) Aegithalos caudatus
Flocks of 15+ were recorded in la* (21, Feb. (1), June (2), July (2), Aug. (i), oct. (4), Nov.
(1) and Dec. (1). The iargest counr was of 100+ ar Warsash on Oct. 30th (in several flocks).

Marsh Tit (C) Parus palustris
During Apr.-July recorded from about 50 localities. The only site to exceed two pairs was
Coxmoor !7ood, Crookham, with four (cf }IAX 1986). The largest count outside the
breeding season was of l0+ at Dogmersfieid Lake on Dec. l7th.

Willow Tit (C) Farus montanus
Many more reports were received than usual for Apr.-July. Breeding was proved or
suspected at 52 localities. The Tetrad Atlas work is showing that the species is clearly
widespread and sometimes common in the northern half of the county.
One was at Farlington Marshes from Aug. lst-Oct. 3lst, where the species is very rarely
recorded.

Coal Tit (D) Parus atet

Blue Tit (C) parus caeruleus
The largest counts were:50, Sway, Jan. lst; 90, Fleet Pond, Aug. 7th and 120 there, Sept.
2nd; 50, North Wanborough, Oct. 26th; 51, Titchfield Haven, Nov. 18th;50, Dogmersfield
Lake, Dec. 17th.

Great Tit (D) Parus maior

Sitta ewopaeaNuthatch (D)
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Treecreeper (C) Certhia familiaris
Singles were trapped at Southampton Western Docks on Aug. 9th and I lth, and one was
seen there on Sept. l3th. These represent the first records for this area since ringing began
there in l98l and may involve coastal movement.

Golden Oriole (A) Oriolus oriolus
In the area where breeding occurred in 1986, present from Apr. 27th-Sept. 3rd, with two
pairs and two unmated rnales present. One pair raised four young. In another area a female
was seen on May 4th.
1986: In one area, present from Apr. 30th-Sept. 8th with two pairs raising five young and
two further unmated males present.

Red-backed Shrike (A) Lanius collurio

An immature at Farlington Marshes from Sept. 9th-16th (RCl, IL, CBC era.f was ioined
by a second bird, probably a female, between l lth-l5th (m.o.). Another immarure was ar
Sinah Warren, Hayling Island, on Sept. 17th (JMW) and a male was in the New Foresr on
Sept. 26th. The first sine 1983.

Great Grey Shrike @) Lanius excubitor
In the New Forest, recorded in one area regularly until Apr. 2nd and from Oct. 23rd. The
only other records submitted were of singles at one site on Jan. 4th, Feb. 22nd and Dec.
28th and at a second on Jan. 17th.

Elsewhere,singleswereatLudshottCommononJan. l0th,HillsideonJan. l5th,zl6thand
Mar. 17th and 29th, Springhead, Greywell on Jan. 25th (the Hillside bird) and St.
Catherine's Hill, Winchester on Feb. 21st.

JaY (C) Garrulus glandarius
A few were seen moving at three sites on Apr.26th/27th, e.g. four E at Lepe on 27th. There
were no autumn reports.

Magpie (C) Pica pica
Roosting was reported at Fleet Pond (149, Feb. 2nd and a record count of 277, Dec. 27th)
and St. Catherine's Hill, Winchester (70, Dec" lSth). A pre-roost gathering of 50 was noted
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at Millers Pond, Sholing on Nov. 8th, and daytime gatherings of note were seen at

Timsbury (75 in two flocks, Jan. lst), Fort Fareham (47, Mar.5th) and Winchester S.F.

(51, Dec. 13th).

Jackdaw (C) Cotvus monedula

Maior concentrations included 3500 at Caesar's Belt on Jan. 2nd and 2000 flying to roost

over Timsbury on Dec. 13th. At Fleet Pond, numbers reached a peak during Oct. and there

were movements of 33 W on Oct. 17th and 24 NW on Nov. l4th. At Titchfield Haven, 34

moved W on Oct. 18th.

Rook (C) Corvus frugilegus
The largest counts were associated with Jackdaws, l. e. I 500 at Caesar's Belt on Jan. 2nd and

1500 over Timsbury on Dec. l3th. A regular feeding movement was noted at Fareham

during the winter with birds flying daily to and from Bedhampton R.T. (max. 820 W in
Dec.).

Counts of nests included 290 at Timsbury and ,147 in the Horsebridge,/Broughton,/Chattis
Hill area.

A pure albino was seen at Winnall Moors on Sept' 25th.

Carrion Crow (C) Corvus corone

A large feeding flock overwintered at Weston Shore (max. 115, Feb. 9th) and an autumn
build up at Fleet Pond reached a peak of 145 onDec.22ad.

Starling (C) Sfurnus vulgaris

Selected roost counts included 10000, North Farnborough Cemetery, Feb. l0th;60000,
Portsmouth, Feb.; 2000, Keyhaven, Sept. 14th-l9th; 2000, Alresford Pond, Nov. 8th.

It was a poor autumn for movement with reports only from Fleet Pond (2445 maitiy
S,/SW,/V, Sept. 26th-Nov. 25th) and Sinah G.P. (95 SW, Nov. l4th). 420 moved E in cold
weather at Sandy Point, Hayling Island on Jan 17th.

House Sparrow (D) Passer domesticus

Passer montanusTree Sparrow (B)
Slightly more reporrs this year than iast, double figure winter flocks being seen at Bentley
Church (23,Dec.25th), Brownwich (12, Oct. 23rd-Dec. 31st), Five Lanes End (30, Feb.
1st), Greywell (25, ly'rar.5th) and Newtown R.T. (20, Jan. l3th; 12, Feb. 23rd and Mar.
16th).

There was a slight increase in breeding season records with one to four birds present at
Cannon Heath Farm, Kingsclere; Coldrey; Eversley G.P.; Frost Hill, Overton; Hillside;
Hook; Poland and Snatchangers Farms, Odiham; Sydmonton Court Farm; Warblington
and Well.

A barely discernible aurumn passage involved one or two moving at four sites during Oct.
1986:6 W, Titchfield Haven, Oct. 31st.

Chaffinch (C)
Approximate monthly totals of flocks (50+) on the ground:

JFMAMJJ
Totals ?50 695 23O 100 0 0 0

Flocks5541000
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There was a general paucity of winter records, although reports suggest a late year influx,
including a flock of 500 at Houghton on Dec. l6th.
Autumn passage was well recorded with reports of movement from six sires, ranging
between Sept. 2lst-Nov. 25th and totalling 2559 birds, mainly going w. At Fleet pond, a
total of 1634 included 228w on oct. llth and 160 s/sww on oct. l8th, whilst at
Titchfield Haven a total of 514 included 304 W on Act.23rd.

Brambling (B) Fringitla montifringilla
Scarce at both ends of the year. In Jan., reports totalled 100 birds with a maximum of 25 at
Baddesley Common on l0th and most of the rest at garden bird tables during the severe
weather" Feb. reports totalled 94 including 40 at Nursling on 23td and, 20 at Broughton
Down on 28th. In Mar. there were I 14 including 6l at East worldham on 22nd ar,dz1 at
Farley Mount on23rd. Apr. reports were only from Fleet Pond (max. 3), with the last a pair
there on 29th.

The first returns were two at Titchfield Haven on Oct. l2th, followed by three singles at the
end of the month. In Nov., 37 were recorded including l9 at Fleet Pond (max. 8 N on lst)
and 12 at Slufters Inclosure on 20th. Dec. records involved 16 birds with no count
exceeding three.

Serin (A) Serinus serrhus
A male flew S\V low over the lake at Farlington Marshes on May 9th (cHW). The ninth
Hampshire record.

Greenfinch (C) Carduelis chloris
The largest flocks recorded were of 300 in cabbage fields at Hamble Lane on Jan. l2th and
300 feeding on sunflower seeds at Corhampton on Oct. 25th.

Autumn movementwas recorded at Fleet Pond(221S,/SWW, Sept" 28th-Nov.2lst, peak
74 W, Oct. l8th), Varsash (157 W, Oct. 12th-24th) and Titchfield Haven (108 W, Oct.
23rd).

Goldfinch (C)
Approximate monthly totals of flocks (20+) on the ground:
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winter numbers were generally low, although up to 50 at Farlington Marshes between
Jan.-Mar. was considered to be exceptional at this locality. A gathering at Dibden Bay in
Mar. grew steadily to a peak of 100 on 22nd, providing the only evidence of spring
migration. Similar transient flocks were noted during Sept. at Bishopstoke (60 on 13th),
Farlington (70 on 29th), Longdown (80 on 26th) and Soberton (80 on 22nd). Aurumn
movement was evident at three coastal and one inland site, noteworthy reports including
162over Fleet Pond between Sept. 23rd-Nov. 2lst (peak 51 w, oct. lgth) and 100 s from
Hurst Castle on Oct. l9th.

Siskin (B)
Approximate monthly totals of fiocks (10+) on the ground:
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Wintering numbers were low at both ends of the year with few flocks exceeding 100. The
largest gatherings were reported at Church Crookham (100, Jan. l5th), Emer Bog, North
Baddesley (130, Jan. 9th; 250, Nov. 29th) and Fleet Pond (100, Jan. lst; 200, Dec.
6th-22nd).

tsreeding season reports were received for only 13 New Forest sites and were mainly of
single birds on one date only. However, there was evidence that a small colony was
established at one N.E. site, where at least twolthree pairs probably bred and a flock of 16,
including several juveniles, was seen on June l6th.

A small autumn passage commenced in late Sept. with movement noted at Fleet pond (91
S,/W, Sept. 23rd-Oct. 27th), Warsash (43 !tr, Oct. 13th,/l4th), Keyhaven, Lepe and
Titchfield Haven (22 W, Oct lst-22nd).
1986: L iuv., Timsbury, Aug. iTth indicated local breeding.

Linnet (C)
Approximate monrhly totals of flocks (20+) on the ground:

JFMAMJJ
Totals 2ll3 ll0 22O 170 0 0 50
Flocks1022300l

Redpoll (B)
Approximate monthly totals of flocks ( 10+) on the ground:

Carduelis cannabina

A
0

0

o
1050

9

S

484
5

N
m
2

D
130

2

A notable Jan. peak consisted of large gatherings at Five Lanes End (500 on 7th), Hamble
Lane (400 on l6th) and Redbridge (800 on l2th).

Spring passage was poor (max. 20 N, Eversley G.P., Apr. 2nd), whereas autumn movement
featured well with a total of 1106 seen over eight sites between Sept. 6th-Nov. 28th. peak
passage was during Oct. and included l0l E at Sandy Point on 3rd, 350 til7 at Roydon
Woods, Brockenhurst on 8th and 78 SW at Fleet Pond on 18th. The largest feeding flocks at
this time were of 339 at old winchester Hill on oct. I lth and 250 at Brownwich on oct.
23rd.

Twite (A) Carduelis llavirostris
Regular at Eling Great Marsh until Feb. l2th (max. 34,lan.5th) and from Dec. l2th (max.
13, Dec. l9th). Elsewhere, seen ar Arhelston Road Allorments, Southampton (4, Jan. l8th),
Calshot (1, Jan. 3lst; 8, Nov. 7th) and Normandy Marsh (1, Dec. lgth and 23rd).
Apparently absent at the traditional Dibden Bay site, presumably as a result of the recent
marina development there.

Carduelis llammea
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The early year wintering population showed little change from late 1986 with few
gatherings of note, and only one of three figures, namely 150 at Fleet pond between Jan.
I st-9th.

Breeding season reports involved at least 50 pairs,/singing males at some 20 localities in the
New Forest and 30 pairs,/singing males at ten localities in the N.E.
A moderate autumn passage consisted of a total of 731, mostly moving S or w, at five coastal
and four inland sites from Sept. 18th-Nov. 2l st, including 405 S,/u( at Fieet pond (peak 76
s on Sept. 27th) and 44 w at warsash on oct. I4th. A feeding flock of 200 at Bishop's Dyke
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9n OT' I I th was the largest noted during the rnigration period. Diurnal movemenr slowed
in early Nov. coinciding with a notable throughput of birds centred on two of the largest
gathe_rings seen for some years, at Emer Bog, Nonh Baddesley (60, Nov. 5th; 350, Nov. 7th;
80, Nov. 29th) and Fleet Pond (225, Nov. 4th; 600, Nov. 2lttr; 275, Dec. oth). A second
peak of 500 was noted at the latter site on Dec. 21st but th..L *..e few other late year
reports.

Crossbill (B) Loxia curvirostra
Sparsely recorded in the New_ Forest with reguiar sightings in only three areas, breeding
being confirmed at two but both attempts being unsuciessfui. odd reports were also
received from a further ten sites, chiefly of one or two birds on singie dates on ly (max.5/6,
Williford, Ashursr, Feb. 2isr).

Elsewhere, breeding almost certainly occurred ar two sites in the N.E. where the maximum
counts were of I i on Jan. 29th and l0 on Apr. 9th respectively. other reporrs of note
included 16 at Purbrook on Jan. l6th, up to for,,. around Fleet on five clates between
Apr.-sept. and single oct. migra.ts over Lepe on r4th and rimsbury on i7th.

Bullfinch (C) pyrrhula py-rrhula
Autumn movement totalled 46 birds over three sites as follows: 16, Fieet pond, sept.
lJth-lov 5th (peak 7 N, oct. lTth); 5 w, Lepe, oct. rgth and ig E there, oct. 23rd; 7 w,f itchfield Haven, Oct. 22nd.

Hawfinch (B) Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Numerous reports from the New Forest includeci parties of six to 20 at seven iocalities in
Feb.-Aug. and Dec. Tetrad Atlas records for l9g6-g7 show the species,presence in 26
tetrads, with breeding proved in seven, probable in I 1 and possible in eight. At one site, five
pairs were located of which rwo ar least bred successfully.

Away from the New Forest recorded on odd dates outside the breeding season at BeaconHill Warnford (l E, Oct. I lth), Blacknest (up to 6, Jan.,zFeb.), Giywell, Shepherd
Springs, Sherfield English, Timsbury, Titchfield Haven (r w, Jan. l6th), $Torthy irown
(up to 7, late Jan.,/early Feb.) and Yateley G.p. In summer recorded in 16 tetrads with
breeding proved in only one (at Leckford), probable in seven and possible in eight.

lapland Bunting (A) 
- Calcarius lapponica

Singletons were recorded at Keyhaven Marsh on sept.25th/26th (MCC, pc, Ejw) and
Oct.24th (PC).

Snow Bunting (A) plectrophenax nivalis
An adult was at Farlington Marshes from oct. 8th-lOth and another flew d there on oct.
28th(PG). Also during oct., two were ar warsashon 13th (RKt.) and Brownwich/chilling
on 18th (JRDS, BSD), and one was at penningron on 24th (per pC).
1986:afTock of l4 flew NE and one was calling on the ground at srurt pond, Milforcl-on-
Sea on Feb. 23rd (RD). This is the largest numbe. r.", ir-, the county since i962.

Yellowhammer (C) Emberiza citrinella
Fifteen winter gatherings, chiefly in the early year, exceeded 20 birds, the largest being of
I20 at Five Lanes End, Grevwell ori Feb. 1st and 100 at Hamblc c.p- on Jan. lst. wintcr
roosts were also noted at Itchen Stoke Down (70, Jan. 3rd) and Springhead, Greywell ( 100,
Dec. 9th).

7l



Reed Bunting (C) Emberiza schoeniclus
200 in a cabbage field at Hamble Lane on Jan. l6th was by far the largest feeding flock
reported, although 50 at Calshot on Oct. 25th was ofequal note since most ofthese were
probably migrants. Many were drawn to gardens during the cold early year weather and at
Titchfield Haven up to 35 were coming to food put out during Feb.

Roost counts were made regularly at Fleet Pond (max. 253 in one reed bed, Nov. l4th) and
Winnall Moors (max. 60 in Nov.,/Dec.). 40 roosted at Springhead, Greyvrrell on Dec. l3th.

Corn Bunting (C) Miliaria calandra
No winter gathering exceeded 50, flocks of that size being seen at Longdown in Jan.-Mar.,
Danebury in Feb. and Corhampton in Oct. The largest roost reported was of 45 at Winnall
Moors on Jan. 30th.

Breeding season reports involved a total of 105 pairs,/singing males. In addition to
traditional downland reports) e.9.25 pairs/singing males in the CrondalVWell area, there
was evidence that the species is well established along the coast, with seven,/eight pairs
along Brownwich Down, two singing males at Keyhaven and one singing male at North
Hayling.

ESCAPES AND FERALS

Snow Goose (B) Anser caerulescens
In the NE regular at Stratfield Saye with a maximum of 28 on Sept. 13th. 23 at Vellington
C.P. on Feb. 24th ard24 at Eversley G.P. on Oct. lTth ar.d23rd related to this flock.
Elsewhere, single blue phase birds were reported in the Avon and Test Valleys and in the
Needs Ore,/Sowley area.

Barnacle Goose (B) Branta leucopus
In the NE reported from seven localities with double figure counts at Stradield Saye (max.
54, Sept. 13th) and Wellington C.P. (16, Feb. 24th). One pair bred at Potbridge Fishery.
Elsewhere, up to 24 at Baflins Pond, Portsmouth and one or two birds in the Avon, Test and
Itchen Valleys and at Sowley Pond.

Saker (A) Falco cherrug
An immature bird was at Langstone Harbour from Nov. 23rd (probably earlier) into 1988.
Although behaving like a Saker and in most plumage details resembling a frst winter bird,
it had very distinct and extensive black moustachial markings - much like a Peregrine. The
possibility of it being a hybrid cannot be ruled out at this stage (DFB).

Chukar (B) Alectoris chukar
Birds of tliis species were reported at Fordingbridge, Lepe, Littleton and Vootton St.
Lawrence. Observers taking part in the Tetrad Atlas survey should carefully scrutinise
Red-legged Partridges in case they are Chukars or Red-leg,/Chukar crosses.

Records were also received of Bar-headed Go,ose, Emperor Goose, Lesser (Cackling)
Canada Goose, Ruddy Shelduck, Wood Duck, Ringed Teal, New Zealand Brown Duck,
Feacock, Silver Pheasant, Budgerigar,
Cockatiel, Quaker Parakeet, Peach-faced Lovebird, Black-headed Mannikin and White-
cye sp.
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REPORT ON BIRD RINGING IN HAMPSHIRE, 1987

Brian Dudley

There was a lower level of activity by some ringers in the county during the year.
This is reflected by the lower total of birds ringed - L4,224 - over 4000 less than
1986.

There was a very cold spell during the early year, but the majority of the common
resident species did not appear to suffer, e.g. the ringing totals for Wren were the
highest for many years and the Goldcrest total was rnore than three times the
previous years total.

The two resident warblers show a complete contrast in their respective totals. The
36 Cetti's Warblers equalled the record total of 1986, while the Dartford Warbler
total was only six, compared with 162 in 1986. This low total was entirely due to
very little ringing on the colour marking project during 1987, not a catastrophic
decline in Dartford $Tarbler numbers!

Totals of Acrocepha,luswarblers remain atthe low level of previous years, though
this was partly due to lack of coverage at one site and low nurnbers of passage
migrants at another.

Lack of coverage at the main wader site also accounts for the low wader total
during 1987.

Only one national rarity was caught during the year: an Olive-backed Pipit, the
first ever in Hampshire.

Notable recoveries reported include a Danish-ringed Grey Heron, a Kentish
Plover from Portugal, a Curlew Sandpiper to France, a Reed Warbler from
Sweden and a Siskin to Czechoslovakia.

once again thanks are due to the following ringers and groups who sent their totals
and recoveries for 1987:

Dr. R.A. Cheke, F.A. Courtier, A.J. Crease, P.G. Davis, B.S. Duffin, N.E.G.
Elms, G.C. Evans, Farlington R.G., Fleet Pond R.G., T.G. Heathcote, Itchen
R.G., N.R. Jones, T. Jorgensen, J.H. Kesby,J. Kieser, Dr. E.S. Lawrence, Lower
Test R.G., G. Murphy, J. Pain, S.H. Sporne, C. Stoate, M.W. Tyler, M.
Walmsley, A.J. \7elch.
Apologies for any omissions.

Brian Dudley,2 St. Catherine's Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO5 4GP.
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SUMMARY OF RECOVERIES & CONTROLS REPORTED IN 1987

CORMORANT
5130708 (Nestling) 21.06.86 St. Margarets Island (Tenby) Dyfed

FoundDead 22.11.86 near Southampton 245km ESE
This is the third recovery in Hampshire of a chick ringed at this locality. (Previous recoveries 1974, 1984).

GREY HERON
Details of a Danish-ringed bird found dead in the county were still not available at the time of writing.

MUTE SWAN
There were several recoveries reported, but the only ones rcording movement over 50kms were two ringed in
Berkshire in June/July 1985 which were controlled at Leckford on 18.12.86.

TEAL
The one recovery involved a fairly typical movement for the species:
EK88l06 (F.g. d) 25.01.84 Titchfield Haven

Shot 20.09.87 Saviiawi (Kuopio) Finland 60'24'N 26"32'E 2l67km E

KESTREL
8865854 (Nestling) 12.06.86 Shawford

Found Dead 03.04.87 Naylmd (Suffolk) l85km E
This is the third recovery from a brood of four ringed at Shawford- One was found dead in Viltshire (48km NNW);
the orher found dead locaily, in August/September 1986.

RINGED PLOVER
Only one recovery reported:
NV10545 (F.g.) 17.08.85 Farlington Marshes

Controlled ( I ) 13/14.05.87 Valney (Barrow-in-Fumess) Cumbria 391km NNV
KENTISH PLOVER
DOO4725 (Nestling) 23.06.86 Ludo (Algarve) PORTUGAL 37"00'N 8'00'W

Found Dead ( ? ) c18.04.87 Southampton Docks. Distance/direction unknown.
This bird was found dead on a Container Ship berthed at Southampton, which had sailed from Saudi Arabia. It was
thought to have landed on bsrd somewhere between the Bay of Biscay and the English Chmnel, as it was in
reasonably fresh condition when found. This is the first recovery ofthis species affecting Britain; (a French-ringed
bird reported in 1979 is now considered to be incorrect).

LAPWING
DR81l42 (Nestling) 12.05.81 Brambridge

Shot 26.02.87 Yaleyruc (Gironde) FRANCE 45'25'N 0'54'W 62lkm S
Movements such as this are not uncommon.

CURLEW SANDPIPER
N815279 (F.g.) 15.08.77 Farlington Marshes

Found Dead 26.08.87 Graye sur Mer, (Calvados) FRANCE
49'20'N 0'28"W lTlkm SSE

There are few foreign recoveriesfor this species, this is only the second from France. This birdalso shows the longest
elapsed time between ringing/recovery for a B.T.O.-ringed Curlew Sandpiper.

DUNLIN
Two Hampshire birds ringed in September and December werecontolled in Sweden in August; mother Hants bird
ringed in December was controlled in Poland in July, all ofwhich follow the pattern ofrecoveries shown in previous
reports for the nominate race C.a.alpina.

A July-ringed bird controlled in Scotland in May also conformed to previous recoveries of'Summer-ringed'Dunlin
from Hampshire.

REDSHANK
One ringed at Farlington Manhes on 12.10.80 was controlled at Banks Marsh, (Lancashire) on 15.06.87; it had
previously been controlled there from 1982 - 1986. Another ringed at Fawleyon 26.09.76 wasshot at Spalding (Lincs)
on 23.03.86 (230km NNE).

GREENSHANK
DR55997 (lst yr)

Found Dead

DR55e5l (F.g.)
Controlled

13.09.84
'25.05.87

Farlington Marshes
St. Philbert de Grand Lieu (Loire-Atlantique) FRANCE

47002',N 1"38',W 424km S

07.08.82 Farlington Marshes
31.07.87 Farlington Marshes. Local

DR55997 is the eighth foreign raovery ofa Greenshank ringed at Farlington, while DR5595l is another example of
fidelity to an autumn passage site; (see H.B.R. 1985).

BLACK-HEADED GULL
There were four recoveries of birds to,/from Finland, Denmark and Poland, none of which are unusual.
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COMMON GULL
CT015736 (Nestling) 17.06.79 Rautjarvi (Kymi) FINLAND 61ot8,N 29o09,EControlled 17.01.87 East Cosham 2l9lkm WSW
5214821 (Nestling) 16.07.78 Heiliginhafen (Schleswig-Holstein) w. cERlvtANy

Deadonroad 06.02.86 Eastney 905km wSW 
54"23'N 11"00'E

\[hile not particularly outstanding recoveries on a national scale, few of this species are hand.led in the county.

SAND MARTIN
The large numbers ringed recently generated recoveries in Kmt, Norfolk, Shropshire, Suffolk and Surrey, (mainly
r119r19!ony or lgost movements). There was only one reported abroad.
C904765 ed e ) 20.06.87 kingsley

controlled 30.08.87 st. Fhirbert de Grand Lieu (Loire-Atlantique) FRANCE
47002'N 1038'W 458km S

SWALLOW
A nestling ringed at Castle Domington (Leics) on 12.08.87 was controled at Titchfield Haven on 18.09.87.

HOUSE MARTIN
A foreign-ringed bird was detailed in the B.T.O. Ringins Report 1986:
L036074 (F.g.) 12.04.79 Luizjala (Gozo) MALTA 36o03,N l4ol4,E

Found Dead 01.05.86 Fawley 2060km NW
The only recovery involved a bird ringed at Titchfield i{aven on 13.10.86 which was a trafficvictim on 05.08.87 at
Cnlchester (Essex).

GREY WAGTAIL
The onecontrol reported was a nice example ofthe species tendency to move from the higher altitude breeding areas
in the winter:
8221027 Qstyr 9) 05.08.86 Brecon (Powys)

Controlled 11.01.87 Tidwonh 144km SE

WREN
2K3196 (lstyr) 08.08.86 Lower Test Marshes

Found Dead 19.03.87 Clyst St. Mary (Exeter) Devon
(Cold weather) l38km W

Long. distmce movements by lVrens are relatively unusual, but ringing has shown that a small portion of the
population moves during hard weather, as seems to be the case with 2K3J96.

ROBIN
8177353 (Juv) 20.07.83 Sway

RailwayCasualty 05.10.87 Salttey(Birmingham)
Another unusual movement, British-bred Robins, (as rhis bird piobably

NIGHTINGALE
NH85843 (Nestling) ^ 07.06.86 Hartley Wintney

Controlled ( Q ) 14.06.87 East V,/orldham- 20km S
Though not a distant movement, few Nightingales are ringed as nestlings.

FIELDFARE
There were two recoveries involving birds to Sweden.
XN07803 (2nd yr I ) 16.02.85 Chilworth

Found Dead 27.08.87 Biursas, Sorskog (Kopparberg) SWEDEN
60o49'N 15o23'E l509km NE

RA8411l (Ad ?) 23.02.86 East Cosham
Conrolled 06.05.87 Haparanda, Sandskar (Norrbotten) SWEDEN

65o35'N 23o45'E 2171km NE
RA841l1 was most likely in its breeding area.

REDWING
RX66438 (2nd yr) 22.02.86 Hayling Island

Deadonroad 21.06.87 Palokangas, Valtimo (Kuopio) FINLAND 2269km NE
Another breeding spaso-n re_covery_ (see Fieldfare). The only other distant Redwing recovery was ofa bird ringed at
East Cosham on 18.01.86. found dying near Bath (Avon) on 20.02.87 (l07km NW).

SEDGE WARBLER
J!919 was only one recovery reporred for this species during 1987!
8428286 (1st yr) 26.08.87 Titchfield Haven

Controlled 29.08.87 Treogat (Finistere) FRANCE 47o55,N 4o19,W 392km SW
Note the rapid movement of this individual.

REED WARBLER
In contrast to the Sedge WaIbler, there were anumber ofdistmt movements recorded for this species, with recoveries
to,/from Avon, Berkshire, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Kent, Powys and Suffolk. There was also a Swedish-
ringed-bird caught; ( one of very few recorded from that country), but the ringing derails were still unavailable at the
trme ot wfltlng.

W. Midiands 199km N
was) are usually rather sedentary.



DARTFORD WARBLER
A number of birds olour-ringed in 1986 ivere seen during the year, but the furthest movement was only l6km away
from the ringing site. A bird ringed at a coastal site as a full grown c/ on 04.02.83 was retrapped there on 12.10.86,
making this the longest lived Dartford Warbler recorded so far.

BLACKCAP
There was only one rceovery reported, an adult male ringed at Gotham, (Notts) on 07,06.81 was found dead at
Broughton on 29.05.85 (199km S).

WILOWWARBLER
The only distant recovery reported involved a same-autumn movement to France.
2H2124 (Juv) 04.08.87 Titchfield Haven

Controlled 19-08.87 Collonges (Ain) FRANCE 50"49'N l'14'W 739km SE

CHIFFCHAFF
One recovery reported, a same-autum movement from Eire.
3N8625 (Juv) 16.08.87 Cellbridge (Kildre)

Controlled 08.09.87 Titchfield Haven 456km SE

GOLDCREST
1Kl7l2 (lst yr d) 08.10.86 Copeland (Down)

Controlled 12.10.87 Southampton Docks 499km SE
The origin of this bird is open to speculation, it was controlled with a Swedish-ringed Reed Warbler.

BEARDED TIT
Ringing activities at Titchfield Haven produced a total of eight recoveries/controls, including five birds ringed in
Kent. These Autumn movemenb from the species breeding strongholds in eastern England are not unusual.

TREECREEPER
There was one recovery showing exceptional longevity for the species:
386601 (Juv) 09.09.79 East Worldham

Retrapped 27.09.87 East Worldham

ROOK
There were several recoveries frcm the colour-ringing study in the Chilworth area, but on$ one had moved any
distance:
FCl0985 (Nestling) 01.05.86 Chilworth

Shot 25.01.87 Basingstoke 39km NE

CARRION CROW
FV59062 (Nestling) 23.05.80 Farlington Marshes

Found dying 18.01.87 Stubbington 13km W
Carrion Crows are normally very sedentary, and few are ringed in Hampshire.

STARLING
Recoveries reported included two from Belgium, and one to the Netherlands, none ofwhich should occasion surprise.

GREENFINCH
Recoveries/controls included birds to./from Essex, Dorset and Sussex.

SISKIN
Distant recoveries ofthis species are commonplace. Hampshire recoveries in 1987 included birds to Devon, Highland
Region, Merseyside and Tayside. There was also one outstanding foreign recovery:
C859247 (Ad d) 12.03.86 East Cosham

Controlled 17.01.87 Jihalava, CZECHOSLOVAKIA 49o24'N 15o35'E 1l96km E
This is the first recovery ofa British-ringed Siskin for that country; this bird was obviously not returning to winter in
the U.K. during 1987.
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Species

RINGING TOTALS REPORTED TO H.O.S. 1987
Fg. PulI Total Species Ps. Pull Total

Grey Heron
Mute Swan
Mandarin
Gadwall
Teal
Mallard
Pochard
Tufted Duck
Sparrowhawk
Kestrel
Water Rail
Moorhen
Crot
Little funged Plover
Ringed Plover
Lapwing
Curlew Sandpiper
Dunlin
Snipe
Black-tailed Godwit
Redshank
Greenshank
Comon Sandpiper
Black-headed Gull
Comon Gull
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Clllared Dove
Turtle Dove
Cuckm
Barn Owl
Tamy Owl
Kingfisher
Green Woodpecker
Great Spotted Voodpecker
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
Sand Martin
Swallow
House Martin
Olive-backed Pipit
Tree Pipit
Meadow Pipit
Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Nightingale
Redstart
Whinchat
Stonechat
Blacktrird
Fieldfare
Song Thrush
Redwing
Mistle Thrush
Cetti's Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler
Sedge Warbler

Aquatic Warbler
Reed Warbler
Dartford Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Btackcap
Wood Warbler
Chiffchaff
!7iUow Warbler
Goldcrest
Firecrest
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Bearded Tit
Long-tailed Tir
Marsh Tit
Willow Tit
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tir
Nuthatch
Treecreeper
Jay
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Starling
House Snarrow
Tree Sparrow
Chaffinch
Brambling
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Siskin
Linnet
Redpoll
Bullfinch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting
Corn Bunting

14 14
33
l1
4q

45 45
29 29
44
44
l0 10
215t7
ll

l8 18
l1
ll

26 14 40
41822
ll

200 200
t2 12
88
44
t2 t2
11

tzt t2l
99
l1819

13 t3
628

88
ll

1 l0 1l
55

99
55
l0 l0,)

653 3 656
463 384 847
ltt12
tl
55

26 27 53
66
14418

1,64 18 18?
410 8 418
273 7 280
477 28 505

88
35641
ll
l1

599 103 702
129 129
106 65 t7l
26 26
t8 t8
36 36
33

672 672

t
617

2
48

t08
140
353

3

428
675
123

2
21

I
aa

226
29
14
63

1499
574

15
51
t7
l8
42
27

1
305

I
8

175
5

645
50

130
50
80

180
178
?65

2

175
19

I
639

6
54

ll5
148
366

3
428
849
t21

2
tt7

I
))

226
29
l4
63

1972
749
54
53
33

72
48

125
1

314
I
8

375
5

661

6l
130
94
80

180
225
283

2

))
4
6
7

8
13

174

96

l6
54

6
98

9

16
l1

44

I8

Grand Total
102 Species
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THE DIET OF HEN HARRIERS ROOSTING IN THE NEW FOREST
Roger Clarke, M"t-. & P. Combridge

\l.f
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A total of 258 pellets collected hy M.t ). & P. Combridge during the 1985./86, 1986/87 and
1987 /88 winters from forms at two communal Hen Harrier roost sites in the New Forest
were analysed by Roger Clarke.

METHODS
The pellets were dried immediately after collection to arrest decay. They were dissected
later, and the contents cleaned. The commonest parts of bird prey to survive were feathers
lrom alulas, wing coverts, contour feathers, bills (separate upper and lower mandibles
falling apart into their constituent sheaths and internal palatal thickenings), gizzards, bones
(mostly broken), claws and skin from feet. Species of bird were identified by comparison of
feathers and bills to a personal reference collection. The colours of feathers had not been
affected. The skulls of small mammal prey seldom came through intact; jaws, or parts
thereof, and teeth were oftea present, and an inconsistent nurnber ofassociated bones. Fur
came through in quantity and generally good condition. Species of Vole, Mouse and Shrew
were identified from teeth. Peliets containing lagomorph (Rabbit,/Hare) were particularly
large. Identified by the distinctive hair (confirmed by microscopic examination of the
medulla as described in Day ( 1986)), they otherwise normally contained iust a few pieces or
tubular lengths of bone, but occasionally teeth and parts of lower iaws. Lizards were
recognised by the presence of a pelvis and are assumed to be Common Lizard since the
Sand Lizard is now thought to be extinct, or almosr so, in the New Forest (M.A. Stewart,
pers. comm.).

Some caution should L,e exerciscd about the relative proportions of various types of prey
detected - some bone and ltatht'r' remains may be more prone to being completely
digested by harriers ttranottrers. Also, there may be a bias towards the collection of fur
peilets, which secrn less liablc to disintegrate in wet conditions.

RESULTS
Table I shows the importance of birds in the diet of Hen Harriers roosting in the New
Forest. This was aot unexpected. as I {arriers are olten seen in pursuit of birds there (MCC
and PC, pers. obs.), and smail marunrals./lagomorphs are known to be scarce in the Forest
itsetf (Tubbs 1986r, but in 1988 ndicn pellets were collected later into March and late into
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THE DIET OF HEN HARR,IERS ROOSTING TN THE NEW FOREST
Roger Clarke, ful"t,, & P. Contbridgc

\-g

A total of 258 pellets collected hy M.t). & P. Combridge during the 1985,/86, 1986/87 arrd
1987 /88 winters from forms at two communal Hen Harrier roost sites in the New Forest
were analysed by Roger Clarke .

METHODS
The pellets were dried immediately alier coliection to arrest decay. They were dissected
later, and the contents cleaned. The commonest parts of bird prey to survive were feathers
from alulas, wing coverts, contour feathers, bills (separate upper and lower mandibles
falling apart into their constituent sheaths end internal palatal thickenings), gizzards, bones
(mostly broken), claws and skin from feet. Species of bird were identified by comparisonof
feathers and bills to a personal reference collection. The colours of feathers had not been
affected. The skulls of small mammal prey seldom came through intact; iaws, or parts
thereof, and teeth were often present, and an inconsistent number ofassociated bones. Fur
came through in quantiry and generally good condition. Species of Vole, Mouse and Shrew
were idenrified from teeth. Pellets containing lagomorph (Rabbit,/Hare) were particularly
large. Identified by the distinctive hair (confirmed by microscopic examination of the
medulla as described in Day ( 1986)), they otherwise normally contained iust a few pieces or
tubular lengths of bone, but occasionally teeth and parts of lower iaws. Lizards were
recognised by the presence of a pelvis and are assumed to be common Lizard since the
Sand Lizard is now thought to tre extinct, or almosr so, in the New Forest (M.A. Stewart,
pers. comm.).

Some cautiot-t should be exercist-d ahout the relative proporrions of various types of prey
rletected - some bone arrd teathel remains may be more prone to being completely
digested by harriers rhanothers. Also, there may be a bias towards the mllection of fur
pellets, which seenr less liablc to disinregrate in wet conditions.

RESULTS
Table I shows the importance of birds in the diet of Hen Harriers roosting in the New
Forest. This was not unexpectetl, as I Iarriers are often seen in pursuit of birds there (MCC
and PC, pers. obs.), and small marnnrals,/lagomorphs are known to be scarce in the Forest
itself (Tubbs 1986.1, but in 1988 ri,licn pellets were collected later into March and late into
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Table l. Number of pellets collected by diet type.
Collection Dates

from 7.12.85
to 1.1.86

No. %

29 74.4
9 23.1

29.lt.86
25.12.86

No. %

19 70.4
5 r8.5

3 ll.t
27 100.0

5 16.2

t.3.87
12.3.87

No. %

24 66.7
9 25.0

3 8.3

36 100.0

29.11.87
9. 1.88

No. %

46 83.7
8 14.5

r 1.8

55 100.0

20.2.88
19.3.88

No. %

22 56.4
t l.t

1 2.6
t3 33.3

39 100.0

t0* 34.4

3 I0.3

2 6.9

4.4.U
21.'1.88

No. %

29 46.8
3 4.8
I 1.6

2 3.2
27 43.6

62 i00.0

1 2.5

39 100.0

2 4.0
t 2.0
t 2.0
5 10.0
1 2.0

I 2.O

2 4.0
l0 20.0

50 i00.0

Type

Bird
Bird & Mammal
Bird & Reptile
Reptile & Mammal
Mammal

TOTALS

Table 2. Blrd diet by nurnber of individuals identified to species

Collection Dates

from 7.12.85 29.t1.86 t.3.87 29.t1.87 2O.2.BB
to L1.86 25.12.86 12.3.87 9.1.88 19.3.88

Species No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

RedJegged Partridge I 1.5 I 3.5
Grey Partridge 1 2.0 I 3.2 I 2.6 1 1.5 I 3.5Pheasant23.Ol3.5
Moorhen 2 5.3't 2.0

4.4.8
2t.4.88

No. %

4 12.1

6* 78.2

Snipe
Pigeon/Dove
Meadow Pipit
Wren
Robin
Blackbird
Fieldfare
Song Thrush
Redwing
Dartford Warbler
Goldcrest
Coal Tit
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Starling
House Sparrow
Chaffinch
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Linnet
Bullfinch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting
TOTALS
* One with a lead shot

2.6
2.6

1.5

1.5

3.0
7.4

6.0
1.5

1.5

3.2

3.2

3.2

3.2

6.5

i8.5
2.6

I
I
2

5

4

4

2

5

8.0
14.0

8.0
4.0

10.0

I

I
I

1

6 18.2
1 3.0

2.6
4
I
I

3

I
7.9
2.6

1 3.0

2 6.1

1 3.0
I

I
2

1

6
37

67

1.5

36.02
2.6
5.3
2.6
2.6
).i

1.5

3.0

I 3.2 1.5

55.2

4 t2.9
14 45.2

31 100.0

t3 34.3

38 100.0

1 3.5
t0 4.4
29 100.0

2 6.1

10 30.3

33 100.0

8.9

100.0
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Table 3. Reptile and mammal diet by number of individuals traced
Collecrion Dates

from 7.12.85 29.t1.86 1.3.87 29.11.87 2O.2.BB
to 1.1.86 25.12.86 12.3.87 9.1.88 i9.3.88

Species,/Type No. % No. % No. % No. % No. Vo

Lizard
Reptile r
Lagomorph **
Field VoIe
Bank Vole
Wood Mouse
Pygmy Shrerv
small Mammal ***
TOTALS

7 87.5

a 'r)a

2 20.0
2 24.0
1 10.0

5 50.0

10 100.0

40.0
20.0

1 4.5
6 27.3

14 63.7

4.4.88
21.4.88

No. Yo

2 5.3
I 2.6

2t 55.3
8 2t.1

I 11.1

) a7.J

) t5.)

9 100.0
* Scales Only **Rabbit./Hare *** Voie/mouse/shrew fur - no teeth present to allow ready identification of species

April it was revealed that mammals we re important. A swing towards mammal prey by late
March was also shown by Clarke and Palmer (1987) from analysis of Breckland HenHarrier
pellets. However, many of the mammals may have come from bevond the Forest. as
explained below.

rable 2 shows rhat the range of species of bird raken as prey is very wide. compared to
species found in Breckland pellets, additions in any significanr numkrs were Meadow
Pipit, Redwing and Great Tit. Notably more pigeon,/Doves were recorded and less
Partridges and Yellowhammers. Two pellets containing Pigeon,/Dove remains held single
iead shot and point to perhaps the normal circumstances in which Harriers take winter
gamebirds (shot were aiso found in Breckland pellets). A Harrie r would by no means always
eat the part of these larger birds containing shot. The two pellets containing N{.oorhen
feathers were collected from the same roost site on the same date, perhaps indicating that
iust one carcase was involved. Up to three birds were identified in individual peliets and
several pellets contained two Reed Buntings (from number of upper and lower mandibles),
by far the most frequent prey in both Breckland and New Foreit pellets. Some l8 pelleis
containd bird remains that were nor identified, mosrly small tracei.

on Table 3, the pellets ciassed as 'smail mammal' were likely to be Field Vole (from the
coiour of fur). compared to Breckland pellets, Pygmy Shrews were a new prey and also
Lizards. The two 'repriles' on rhe Table are likely to be Lizards roo.

Other items often tbund in the pellets were grit and seeds from seecl-eating prey (often still
in a gizzard), grass and small black Beetles (weevil sp. - probably food oirird prey).
Larger Beetles found were on e Cylindronotus laevioctostriarus (common under loose baik;
and one Seven-spot Ladybird. The occasionaltiny twig, pieces ofdeciduous tree leafor
bracken ieaf, one brown chrysalis and one tiny snail shell were also found. We assume that
much of the vegerarion was torn up with prey. of the seeds identified, Black Bindweed
nearly always coincided with Reed Bunting, as in Breckland pellets, and cereal grains often
with Pigeon,/Dove.

DATA ON COMPOSITION OF ROOSTS
Table 4 summarises counrs made by M.c. & p. combridge participating in the
international Hen Harrier Winter Roost Survey. The roosts *e.i typically-small, usually
attracting one to four birds. Larger numbers were occaionally encountered; the maximum

4
)

1 12.5 I 10.0
3 30.0

8 100.0 l0 100.0

I 2.6
| 2.6

I 4.5 4 10.5

22 100.0 38 100.0
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seen at roost was eight. Because the Ringtails probably included a number of first winter
males, it seems likely that the percentages of males at the roosts were in fact somewhat
higher than Table 4 shows for greys alone. Male Hen Harriers are widely acknowledged to
be more agile than the heavier females and therefore tend to take more small passerinis, the
type of prey most readily available in the Forest. The higher percentage of Ringtails at Site
B indicates that it attracts a higher proportion of females. Site B is much closer to the edge of
the New Forest than Site A. More birds are often present at the roosts than can easily be
accounted for hunting in the Forest, and birds have been seen leaving the Forest and
returning to it during the day (MCC and PC, pers. obs.). Roost B may tend to atrract more
of the Harriers which range outside on to adiacent habitats. The heavier female Harriers
would tend to take larger prey such as Rabbits,/Hares which are more numerous outside rhe
Forest, and this was borne out in the fact that all but one of the Rabbit,/Hare pellets came
from Site B. Rabbits are not abundant in the Forest; and seem largely nocturnal because of
disturbance, and Hares only occur at very low density. The scarcity ofboth Voles too has
been shown by trapping. Close grazing by large herbivores seems to be responsible (Tubbs
I 986). There was no discernible difference in the species ofbird prey recorded in the pellets
from the two sites in 1985/86 and 1986/87. rn 1987/88, when all but one pellet were
collected from Site B, Tits and Finches were noticeable by their relative absence.

Table 4. Summary of counts at roosts A and B, 1983/84 - 1987/88
Roost A Roost B

Number Cumulative number of sightings Number Cumulative number of sightings
of of of of of of

Month Counts Grey Males Ringtails * Counrs Grey Males Ringtails
October45lll0
November 14 21 9 13 24 6
December 23 4l 17 3t 53 44january 12 24 20 18 21 28
February 12 38 l0 18 14 47
March 3 3 3 13 t6 34

TOTALS 68 r32 (6eyo) 60 (31%) 94 t29 (45%) r59 (55%)
* Females of all ages and lrst winter males.

DISCUSSION
It may be thought remarkable that woodland species such hs Goldcrest and Tits feature in
the diet of an open-country raptor which generally catches its prey on or close to the
ground. However, Hen Harriers must be quite capable of picking the occasional bird off the
top of a tree or bush. They occasionally hunt gorse brakes in the New Forest and along the
tops of conifer belts both in the New Forest and at Norfolk and Suffolk heathland roost sites
(MCC, PC and RC, pers. obs.) and they have been watched picking Goldcrests off hedges
during a 'fall' ofthe latter on Holy Island (Birds in Northumbria 1982). Thrushes often
share the roost sites with t}re Harriers, and so Fieldfares and Redwings came as no surprise.
The Reed Bunting proved to be the archetypal Harrier prey, as it did in Breckland pellets
(clarke and Palmer 1987); it was interesting to find Meadow Pipits being taken much less
often (none at all in Breckland peltets) and Skylarks not at all (also none in Breckland
pellets). A notable fluctuation in numbers taken occurred with Wrens; the crash in the
Wren population during the cold weather of February 1986 seems to have left its mark the
next winter, which was also harsh.

A lack of mammal prey may be depressing the proportion of female Hen Harriers roosring
in the New Forest generally; the overall proportions of Ringtails at Sites A and B of 3l% and
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55% respectively (Table 4) are both below the national average of two-thirds found by the
Hen Harrier Winter Roost Survey and show graduation towards a majority of Ringtails at
Site B closer to the edge of the Forest. It is interesting to note that the swing towards a
maiority of Ringtails at Site B does not take place untii January and generally increases in
February and March, being mirrored in the swing towards mammal prey in the pellets
collected in late February and March 1988, when Voles were more frequently taken, and
April 1988, when young lagomorphs appeared in numbers. This resource may be crucial to
a build-up of condition by the Harriers prior to migration and breeding. T'he lack of a

noticeable sw'ing towards mammal prey in pellets collected in early March 1987 points to a
later season after a harsher winter.
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TFIE 1987 BTO LAPWING SURVEY IN HAMPSHIR,E
J. A. Eyre

SUMMARY
35 tetrads in Hampshire were surveyed in 1987 for the BTo Lapwing survey; 61 pairs of
Lapwings were located. The density of birds in Hampshire is significantly lower than in
northern counties. This is probably due, at least in part, to the popularity of autumn sown
cereals and other autumn sown crops in the south. Such clops reduce the amount ofhabitat
suitable for Lapwings to breed.

INTRODUCTION
The Lapwing is one of our most famiiiar and recognisable breeding birds. It is widely
distributed throughout the British Isles but there is concern that numbers are declining,
particularly in the south of the country. This has been attributed to changing farming
practices and to loss ofhabitat due to urbanisation and drainage ofwetlands. To obtain a

leliable estimate of Lapwing numbers, the BTo organised a national survey of the species
in i987.

SURVEY METHOD
The survey was based on counts of breeding pairs in tetrads randomiy chosen, one from
each lOkm square of the National Grid. Where Lapwings were found, observers were asked
to record habitat type and, in the case of grass, whether it was grazed by cattle, sheep or
horses.
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TETRAD

SUlOY

PAIRS OF
LAPWINGS

0
0
2
0
I
0
0
0
l0
)
0
5

0
0
0
4

NR
0
0

NR
0
3

0
NR

0
)
1

0
0

NR
0
0
6
5

NR
T2

4
0
0
3

61

TABLE I
SPRING AUTUMN
CROPS CROPS

GRASS
LAND

0
0
a

0
0
0
0
0
9
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
6
5

4
4
0
0
0

30

BARE LAND

lu
20w
2lR
23P
24E
30I
3lx
32K
33R
34E,

357
40Y
4lQ
42F
43N
44D
45Q
50P
51X
52F
53N
54c
55C
60R
6ls
62W
63F
64X
65Q
70N
7lP
72C
lJr
74R
75L
83K
854

SZ29W
39M

TOTALS

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
,)

0
0
0
0
0
0

o
0

0
0
0

0
I
I
0
0

0
0
0
0

4
0
0
0
0

8

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0

0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

3

0
0
0
0
I
0
0
0
I
0
0
')

0
0
0
4

0
0

0
a

0

0
2
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

4
0
0
0
3

20

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Nationally, the survey recorded 4010 pairs in 1285 retrads, a density of3.1 pairs per tetrad
or 0.8 pairs per square kilometre.

In Hampshire, a total of 35 tetrads was surveyed (Table l), representing a 6rverage of about
88% of the 40 tetrads selected within the county. 6l pairs of I-apwings were located within
the 140 square kilometres surveyed, a density of 0.4 pairs pe. sqrrare kilometre. This is
significantly lower than the national density but is similar to mat y of the densities in our
neighbouring counties. The survey confirmed that there is a marked north,/south divide

83



with densities in Lancashire, northwest Yorkshire and Cumbria an order of magnitude
higher than in most southern counties.

On the basis of about 1000 tetrads in Hampshire, the total number of pairs in the county is
estimated at approximately 1800 - not a high number for a species that we generally think
of as common. It is possible that this is an underestimate because the survey method does
not necessarily give adequate weight to coastal or river valley areas where densities are well
above average. For example, in the county Wet Meadows Survey carried otJt il 7982,222
pairs of Lapwings were located in 28.4 square kilometres - a density of 8 pairs per square
kilometre. Even higher densities occur in preferred coastal localities. The regular survey of
Farlington Marshes in 1987 located 42 pairs within the reserve boundary - a very high
density ofabout 65 pairs per square kilometre. In the present survey, ttre highest density
recorded was 12 pairs in a single tetrad or 3 pairs per square kilometre, well below the levels
known to occur in preferred habitats. However, such habitats are rare so, although the
above estimate may be iow it is unlikely that the counry population exceeds 2000 pairs.

It is not possible to say from a one-offsurvey whether the popuiation is stable or declining,
but the distribution of birds over various habitats shows clearly how farming practices may
be reducing suitable habitat. Of the 6 I pairs of Lapwings located, 38 were on grass or bare
land and 23 were on arable land planted with crops or cereals. Ofthe latter, only three pairs
were in autumn sown cereals and of these, two pairs were on bare patches within the crop.

Lapwings require short grass or bare ground for breeding and feeding, but cereals planted
in autumn are already well grown when birds are starting to breed. The increasing
popularity of these and other crops such as rape must obviously reduce the amount of
habitat suitable for Lapwings to breed.

Even so, this does not explain why large areas ofapparently suirable habitat are devoid of
birds. out of the 35 tetrads surveyed only 14 contained Lapwings. The average number of
pairs per occupied tetrad was, therefore, apnroximately four but several tetrads contained
only one or two pairs. It may be that the population is still low following the run of hard
winters in recent years or there may be other factors such as increasing predation frorn
foxes. Analysis of the full results of the national survey may shed some light on these
matters.
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BREEDING CENSUSES IN HAMPSHIRE, 1987

J.M. Clark

COMMON BIRDS CENSUS

Unfortunately, ofthe 20 plots surveyed in 1986, seven were not covered in I 987, numbers 4,
5,8,9,12,17 and25. Coverageof plot3wasresumedafterbeingmissedin 1986,andtwo
new plots were started, numbers 26 arrd 27 (see below).

26 Wendleholme: SU40; mainly scrub with some mixed woodland, reed swamp and
saltmarsh; altitude l0 m; area not recorded; observers, P.R. Durnell and P.M. Potts.

27 Oxenbourne Down: SUTl; largely yew and whitebeam plantation with areas of thorn
scrub; altitude 122-213 m; area 42.4 hectares; observer, J. Allen.

Table I shows counts of confirmed territories of selected species on Hampshire CBC plots
in 1987. Some ofthe scarcer species are excludedbut these records are included in the B.rds
in Hampshire section of this report. Table 2 shows population changes for 1986-87 for the
commoner species.

WATERWAYS BIRDS SURVEY

Only two plots were surveyed in Hampshire in 1987. Table 3 shows counts of confirmed
territories on each plot.
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Table l. Numbers of confirmed territories on CBC plots in Hampshire in 1985
PlotNumber 1* 2* i 7* 9* l0* ll* li* 14* 15* 16* 19* 2l* 23* 24* 26 27

Shelduck 4 I I
Mallard484184
Kestrelllllll
Grey Panridge
Pheasant
Moorhen
Coot
Lapwing
Redshank
Stock Dove
Woodpigeon
Collared Dove
Turtle Dove
Cuckoo
Tawny Owl
Green Woodpecker
Great Spotted Woodpecker
Skylark
Meadow Pipit
Pied Wagtail
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Redstart
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Mistle Thrush
Sedge Warbler
Reed ri7arbler

Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat
Garden Warbler
Blackcap
Wood Warhler
Chiffchalf
!Tillow Warbler
Goldcrest
Spotted Flycatcher
Long-tailed Tit
Marsh Tit
Coal Tir
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Nuthatch
Treecreeper

Jay
Magpie
Jackdaw
Rook
Carrion Crow
Starling
I{ouse Sparrow
Chatfinch
Greenfinch
Goldfinch
Linnet
Bullfinch
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting

4
8
8352

2t831 6
14t9 2
22?
61

)
7284582743
23413t1 7 3
52391039

6 85t2222 8t7
1367347

t3 112
I 442t4
I 2 51977lt

5 11 2

5t

t3 I
5

7
2
7
5

1

2

3 416
146732

437
143 111

lll
112t22

t6 t0 27 tt
182

1

2
1

3

114362
2 3 3 I l1 I

332 12
2t5

I 1 I Il
2 5 6 812t22524
222tl

4
lll

111
ll2l
llI

814 I
62

26
2t2 l

13
2

431262216
11

t2122
17tt I I 4 2

1

41516
4

42728
3 320
413 9

43
2t

1l l0
l8 5
63

t2r 1142513
2 3 912
1 622 6

106
1

55
512
2J

?a
l1

1

12
4tt
22

2
2

42
11

31

I
24
35
.225
751
3
2

131
3

2

98
2
7

2
I

14462
12

132615
1026t7

712

2
J)
24

t4 t2
4 2

84

4
8
4

10

1

36 86

2

I
6

1

8

22
5

226
t0 34 28
416 8
157
223
l13

I
4 2t0

3t

t44bl7l0
6 1 321 312 9

9
3

4
t3
t2
3

12

I
14

43

1

L))

4452
I

2
6ll

3
22

8
7

t5
22

t2
3
2

2
11

9
2
I

3

28
I

I
4

16

310 I
3411

2652
42

* = Plots used in calculation ofchanges 1986 - 1987 (see Table 2)
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I
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W = Woodland

KEY TO PLOT NUMBERS
(for full details see preuious reports)

F = Farmland

I - RUSHPOLE WOOD, New Forest (W)
2 - STUBBS WOOD, New Forest (W)
3 - EYEIVORTH WOOD, New Forest (![)
7 - MARTIN DO'fl/N (lW)

9 - NORMANDY FARiVl, Lymington
10 - KEYHAVEN MARSHES (F)
it - WARBLINGTON, Havant (F)
13 - FARLINGTON MARSHES LNR (S)

14 - LOWER TITCHFTELD HAVEN (S)

15 - UPPER TITCHFIELD HAVEN (S)

16 - SOUTHAMPTON COMMON (\X/)

19 - WOODHOUSE COPSE, Brockenhurst (W) ... ..

21 - HEAD DOWN PLANTATION, Petersfield (uf)
23 - CHARITY DOWN FARM, Longstock (F)
24 - WHERWELL, near Andover (F)

26 - WENDLEHOLME, Warsash (W)
27 - OXENBOURNE DOWN (W)

S = Special

................. Mrs. l. Irvine
Mrs. P. Grant
..G.C. Evans

.. P. Toynton
................. E.J. Wiseman

...... E.I. \Viseman

.............. A.C. Gutteildge
......P.M. Potts

..8.5. Duffin

. R.K. Levett
......1.R. Simms

... L.G. Broomlield
......,....1. Allen
.... I.O. Latham

..... C. Stoate

P.R. Durnell & P.M. Pons
......t. Ailen

Table 2 Hampshire Bird Population Changes between 1986 - 1987, all habitats
No. of
plots

6

8

9

t4
10

l3
t4
12

4

6

9

t4
4

L4

t4
t4
7

8

7

Total
1987

Total
1986

1986
Index

t08
99

70

66

76

6l
85

75

7t
1,18

96

t0l
53

92

84

98

81

98

147

58

49

59

235

98

150

210

44

6l

37

93

ll
149

103

t97

28

58

63

49

44

68

204

102

142

231

42

5i
tt7
3L

91

16

r50

ta2
182

5l
83

Vo 1987

Index

128

ll0
6l
76

73

67

77

79

82

t45
ll5
105

36

9l
85

106

v
93

tt2

chmge

Moorhen
Woodpigeon
Skylark
Wren
Dunnock
Robin
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Sedge Warbler
Reed l7arbler
Blackcap
Willow Warbler
Goldcrest
Blue Tit
Great Tit
Chaffinch
Linnet
Yellowhammer
Reed Bunting

(Based on 1981 = 100)

+18

+11

-13
+15

-4
+6

-9
+5

+15

-2
+19

+2

-31
-t
+1

+8

-r1
-5
_)
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Table 3 Numbers of confirmed territories on WBS Plots in Hampshire in 1987

River Itchen Navigation (2.7km) River Meon West Meon-Exton (4 8km)

H.Fuller AY Norris

Little Grebe

Mute Swan

Canada Goose

Mallard
Pochard

Tufted Duck
Water Rail
Moorhen
Coot
Lapwing
Kingtisher
Grey !flagtail
Pied Wagtait
Cetti's Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Reed Wgrbler
Whitethroat
Reed Bunting

2

2

2
)t
I
7

I
20

10

2

I
5

I

I
0

0

I
2

9

I
0

9

0

0

0

9

7

0

0

0

I
I
4

I

0

I
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