
Birds of Needs Ore
Lgsg-Lg7g

By J H Taverner
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This report ls a sumnary of a survey f made of the Needs Oar area

(see above map) in the period l95B/78 inclusive. During that time I
made 661 visits (see Table 1) representing some 3000 hours of watchlng

and each time I carrj.ed out as full. a census as possible, counting all
the species of wildfowl, waders and sea-birds. Other observers visited
the area during this time of course, but I have mostly used my counts so

that observer e6or is likely to be fairly constant. The only records

used that are not my ov,rr are of one or two particularly high counts that
were obviously important and records of raritles that I did not see such

as the White-throated SParrow.

The years L95e/6O inclusive were a preliminaly survey where I got to
know the area and. the particular places used by different speci.es. The

main survey then occupied the years L96l/71 inclusive and this was

fo1lowe6 by a five year checking survey (Wq/la) when I surveyed the

area with the aim of checking the conclusions I had reached'

When I f irst st;ar-bed, the area was very little known from the
ornithological point of view; no-one had covered it systematlcally.
Then, together with Ireddi.e Reynolds (tfren secretary of the Hants and

Isle of Wight Naturalists'Trust), I approached Lord Montagu to see lf
he would allow a system of wardening to start and with hls permission

we started wardening .in L962. Wardening was carrled out by myselft
Norman Pullen and Joe Spedding, This meant ttrat during the breedtng
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season, the shorr: a.rea wa.s permanently covererl by Joe spedding from his

house on the shore ab Lepe, but the rest of the area (and the whole 1n

wi-nter) wa,s only eorre.recl when e|ther myself or Norman could be present,

which vras only for a minor:ity parrt of the time. lloweve]" this degree

of plotection vra.s obv1ousl-y effec,t:i-ve for the breedlng bird"s, and' numbers

o-f r+inte:: vj-si.tors r1o no'i, show anlr decreases dne l'o i-nterlopers, so that
the a.-,ea. can be vi.ewed as re{l'sonab);r free frorn hnman interference' 0f

course, fu1.1 tj.me keepers vlere also in tfte area to challenge trepassers'

fhe mai.n .forms of human acti-vi1;y in the area cause little dist;urbance

t,ot;hebirds.Thereisacertainamotxttofs}roo1;ing,thoughthisis
c,:r'efu1-Iy cont,:rol-1ed, whi-lst farmi.ng, summer Gir"l Guide camps, yachtsmen,

resj-dents and a. small number of visil;ors toge'bher create a negligible
threat. There have been a. few trespassers who have caused d'amage, in

par:ti cular one or two who have trampled little Tern nests: and the

occasi-onal- raid of Gul.I Islancl for e65gs. Befo:re wardening starte<l,

however, i"b was not at all uncommon for people to land on Gul1 Island'

for the purpose of collecting a few dozen gu1.1 eggs, whilst once the eggs

were hatched a trespasser in the colony could do much damage by eausing

Jroung: bird.s to leave 'thei:: rrestlng ltrea when they were subject to a number

John Taverrner

of l:a.zards.

Now the area is in the hancls of the ldature ConservancYr wardened. by

James Ventter.
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ADDITI0N_ T0 SYSTIIIVIATIC l,Iicjq

little Ringed Plover. 2 in the late summer/autumn of -1.980, around
Blackwater, were the fj-rst records for the &re&o

t.



SYSTI]MATIC ].,IST

Throughout the text, the following words are used with the specific
meanings outl-ined be}ow:
REGUL"IR. Seen every yea:i at the appropriate season.
Ezu1ATIC. Appearances are somewhat haphazard ; for a time the specles j.s
present, and then it disappears for a spelI for no obvious reason-
IRREGULAR. Does not appear every year.
rlARE, the speci-es is unexpected; one is surprised to see ito
SCAIICE. One is not surprised to see the speeles in that it appears
almost annually in Hampshire, but it occurs at Need.s Oar at infrequenb
intervals. A birC worth seein6l in the areac

"*r!-0MIVIOJ.. Occurs j-n most yearsi, but on only one or utwo dates per year "
II_-IE-U,. 0 to 20.
Si'l"ALl, l[Uivt-BUltij. 0 to ZO.

lsEVllRAl. Over 20 but under 10O.

UQjrom_NinmERg. Over 20 but under 100.
_q.QUIVION. 100 to l_000.

EJ.QLNUIViBERS. 100 to 1000"

$BpAU$A]I.. Over 1000.

Black-throated D iver. A very scarce winter visitor. 0n1y 4 bircls lu.vca
been seen over the whole survey period and ? of those were corpses in 1,:
severe wj-nter of 1952/63, The other Z were in February L964,
Great Northern Dlver. A very scarce winter visitor. 0nly 4 birds hclve-
been seen over the whole survey peri-od, 1j:r November 195I, 2 in the very
severe wj-nter of 1962/61, and I in November 1970.

Red-throated Diver . A scarce winter visitor. There have been only i5
sigh'tings over the whole survey period, 10 of which have been birds oi1

tlre wa'ber, J were corpses, and the remaining 2 were birds flying east 1n
spring" The recorcls have a1I been in the periocl November/ApriJ. inclusj.vo
and the last was in l.ebruary t976.
DiYgr spP" Tab1e II shows the occurrences of all- divers (i.e. those given
under the previous species and unidentified, divers). It wiII be seen that
there ha.ve been 40 sightings, and 2j uf those were in the first four years
compared with only 15 in the 1ast fourteen year6, which (along with evi_denc,
from the rest of Hampshire) sugg;ests a recent decline ln numbers. There
were no records at all from 1977 and 19?8. All records have been in the
period October/April inclusive, apart from a corpse in lvtay, a bird flying
cast on iliay 4th 1974, and a very unusual record of an unldentified diven
flying past in June 1962.

Divers seldom come into the estuary of the Beaulieu Rj-ver, preferr:ing
the open wa'ters of the Solent. Juclging from numberi.s seen passing ncal-hy
Ilurst in tiprlng (flying east) it j.s clear that the numbers passing out1n



the Sol-ent on migratj-on are a good. deal higher than those suggested by
this survey.

Great Crested Gr.ebe, A regular winter visitor, counts seldom reaching
double figures. Apart from I on Oct.Zlnd, I9T2 and Z on lvlay ?th L9TB,
not seen in the period May/October inclusive, and there are not many
Aprll records, the last birds usually being seen at the end of yiarch.
They occur on the open sea ancl in the estuary, but I have never seen the
species on Blackwat,er. The date of the winter peak almost certainly
depends on the weather conditions, and 14 in },ebruary 1971 ls the highest
couflt. Table III shows monthly maxj-ma, and j-t does not seem as if the
species I sta'bus has changed over the survey paeriod .

One would expect to see Great Crested Grebes flshing in the area on
any visit during the period December/January incl-usive. It would be
unusual if there were none present.
Red-necked Grebe. A very scarce wj.nter visitor. 6 blrds have been seen
irn the whole survey periorl, 2 together j.n December 1962, 1in January
L957, 2 together in January 1-972, and 1 in late November 1974, so all
records have been in the depth of winter. In aII cases the birds were
seen on one date only, although the last of the above was almost certainly
the same bi:rd that was seen on nearby sowley pond for a time.
Slavonlan Grebe . Probably a regular winter visitor i.n very small numbers 

"Small grebes on the Solent can easlly be missed r so that thj-s and. t,he
following species may well be: underrecorded. only 1 was seen ln the
years J.96l-/7L i-nclusive, but subsequently birds have be seen every year
althougir the total for the years L9l2/78 was only 20. It is possible
that Slavonian Grebes have become slightly more frecluent as winter visitorg
in the past few years, but they could wel1 have been overlooked in the
earlier years. All recorcls Lrave been in the period 0ctober/March
incruslve, with December/!'ebruary being t}le months when the birds are most
likely to be seen. Ivlost records have been of birds out on the Solent,
but they have also come from the lower parts of the estuary. The most
seen on any one day was 1,
Black-necked Grebe. A scarce
thj-s species prefers more shel
(i.e. harbours and estuaries)
B have been seen in the whoL.e
as March X970. A]-]- were seen
liarch,

Table rY sumrnarlses the occurrences of the last three species.
little Greb e - A regular winter visitor in smalr or moderate numbers.

vrinter visitor. Since in southern England
tered waters than does the Slavonian Grebe
it is less 1ike1y to be overlooked. 0n1y
frurvey period, the 1ast of these as Long ago
in the months of November, December and

Apart from orro l'lay record., the species has not been seen after mid-April
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(as often as notthe last recorci has been in March), and. whllst tlie (r"rsL
returns are sometimes i:r August (f?tn tne earlj-est) ttrey are more likel;
to be in September. The winter's peak j-s usually in October/November,
but on four occasions it has been 1n January. When they first arri-ve,
the birds are generally on Blackwater or lts surrounding pools, and thc
peak counts have 6Jenerally been from that area. As November passes,
numbers nearly always decrease and birds are seen more often on the river

could this be due to the dj-sturbance caused by shootlng on Blackwaterr
or due to hard weather causing ice on the poolsr or some other factor ?

Ga+n*. 2 corpses are the only records.

9-q.rmorant. Present throughout the year and almost certai-n to be seerl 04
any visit. Outside of the breeding season, they may be seen on the south
shore of GulI Island drying their wi-ngs, and, they use other convenient
perches for the same purpose. They fish in the So1ent, the estuary, and
occasionally on Blackwater, and at any time of the year they will be ser;il
-flying along the So1ent" Some birds head inland, possibly to Southampto:r
l{ater or the upper reaches of the Beaulieu River, Nrmbers in the ar.eq
may well reach double figures, the most recorded at any one time in the
srlrvey being 25 in l,larch l9?1,

:li.ltq.g" surprisingly, a rare spring visitor. The only record was of a
singJ e birci fishing off the shore on Apr .Z6th 1970

Jlqgg,tt" A regular visitor: in all- months in small numbers. The species
almost certain to be seen on any visit, but the most regular are imraalures
i-n the summer mc,nths (presumably from the Sowley heronry). Blackwater i's,
mr-ich used, as are the otirer pools ancl ditches, because of the abundancg of
eels there, but Herons also hunt around the estuary shores and in the
spartina channels, Numbers rarely reach clouble figures, L7 in mld-July.
1960 being the highest count.
r'iJ.tlg.E-gre!.- A rare vi-sitor. I was in the fields around Blackwate,r ou
I'tay 2l-st and 28th lgTZ (and probably between those d.ates as well), anci
presumably the same bird was seen at various points along the Ilampshire
coast on adjacent days. It was accepted by British Birds Rarities
Committee.

.ELt!Sg, A very scarce vrinter visitor. Single birds were in the reecls
at Blackwater on Feb.28th Lg55 and Aug.27th 1_971.

&&rd. A regular and common winter visitor, moderate numbers remaining
through summer with a few pairs breeding. Tabre vr shows monthly max:t.,rn^
It will- be seen that apart from a count of L23 1n June lgl5, numberg, hove
not reached three f i6prres f or the period. Ir{arch/August inclusive, though
summer numbers must be somewhat higher than those given because sittirg
females are seldom seen ancl broocls of ducklings tend. to hid.e ; arouncl tF

t.



Irairs probably more - will nest around the estuary each year. A.l-i
counts of 100 or more have been ln the period October/January inclusive,
which makes the typical r,rinter peak a little later than that of Teal ancr

spread over a longer tj-nre than that of Wigeon. The drop from high win'ter
numbers is rapid and early in spring, taking place throughout February so
that by iviaroh the highest count during the survey perir.ed was onJ.y 50.
Mallard move between this area and nearby Sowley Pond r so that on anlr one
visit numbers may be far frum typical depending on how the birds are
spread between the two areas; if there has been a shoot at Needs Oar, then
the birds will be on Sowley, whilst disturbance by fishermen at Sowtey
will resul-t in high counts at Neecls Oar.

In winter, the bird"s are mostly foirnd by day on the south shore of GulI
Island and the shore of the shingle spitr or on the sea off those places.
Once on the Solent, they move up and down between lepe and Warren Shore
with the tide. They also sit in the spartina flats, and some will be on
Blackwater and the pooIs, By night they flight into ditches around. the
whole area to feed. Numbers seem to have remained fairly stabLe over the
survey pari-od.

Tea1. A common and regular winter vj-sitor (once reaching abundance); in
summer its appearances j-n small mrmbers are ematic and at that ti-me of
year it may weLl be absent. I have not recorded breeding during the
survey period "

The winter peak is a llttle earliert,han that of Mallard, the highest
count usually being in the period Nurvember/December, although in two reecp.f
years (19?4 ana l-975) ttre highest counts were in September and i:: both
cases the number involved was very high (750 anA 800). This reflects a
recent trencl for the wlnter numbers to start building up in August rather
than September; in the main survey period, the winter build-up quite c1ear13
startecl in September in all thirteen years, but in the last few years the
builcl-up hassometi-mes gathered pace through August. After Chrj-stmas
numbers start to faIl and tliree-figured. counts in ivlareh are few and. far
between. ' No three-figurecl counts have been recorded 1n the peri.od. April/
July inclusivei indeed, 36 j-s the highest count for that period and even
d ouble-f igured counts for the months lvtay/July only occurred. in L963. As
often as not, TeaL will be absent in ivlay/Ju1y. As with Ma11ard, birds
commute between this area and. Sowley Pond and so numbers wlll vary from
visib to visit according to which water is being used. Table VII shows
the whole survey pattern for the species.

Winter peaks suggest a possible increase in numbers over the survey
period but to some extent thls could be cLue to my better 1orowledge of their
whereabouts. By day j-n r^Iinter they are likely to be d.lstributed over the
whole area, by far the most wicJ,espread of the duck with the most catholic
choj_ce of habitat. They use the pools, dj_tches, marshy patches, spartina,



creeks, mud-flats, and even the open sea on occasions, though they git on
the Solent much less than the other surface-feeding ducks. This
lridespread clistribution makes the possibility of error in counts rathc,:
ltigh because bircls coul-d so easily be mi-ssed or counted twice as a gro-r-L
is disturbed and moves to another patch,

Oqlgg*gf . An i-rregular spring and autunin migrant in very small numberr,; -

more like1y to occur in spring than autumn although plumage makes the
possibility of overlooking the species much more likely in au-bumn, AI-i-
records have been from aruuncl Blackr^rater. fable VIII shows that no rnore
tlran 7 ltave been seen on any one clate and that bircls have been seen in
eight of the eighteen years. With one exception (a bird in June), a1-i-
rrere seen either in March/ytuy or August/September"

Blue-r,ri ng5ed Teal" 16 (possibly accompanied by a g) was over Blackwater
on June 4tln L972" It was seen on adjacent dates at Pennington and was
tlie first to be seen in Hampsliire" It was accepted by British Birds
Rarities Committee,

G.adwall o A ve ry erratic and irregular visitor j-n smal-l numbers. A1.la,-,:t

Ie VIII shows all records) there have been no
Junef Ocbober j-nclusive but sightings have beerr
onths from November /tt^y with no apparent patter.r
for any one day and the species has been seen:irr
on a total of twenty six dates" Eleven of these

een in the last three years, and until the 1as{i
rrere o-t L/2 bircls (cf 4 and 6 in I9T7 and 5 ln

very small_ inci:ease in numbers, which is the
e whole of Hampshire in recent years. All record$
kwa'ter elrea o

Jl!ffig*. A common and sometimes abundant r+inter visitor with isolated
record's of odd birds in summer. Table IX sirows the monthly maxima for:
the survey period . Apart from the abnoruialty cold cond j-tions in earr 1:
L963, thcre has been only one winter in the survey period when the peak
rvas not in December or January, and often that peak has been in the 1;,,-;t
twc treeks of December or the first two weeks of January. This makes -bhe.

pealt perlocl very narrow and a little }ater than those of Matla:id and,i,eql^
l"iearly eveliy December sees a suclden and marked influx, sometimes right at
Lhe end of the yeali, and the peaks do not indlcate any overall j.ncreace or
clec:rease over the stucly period. Typically the ]-ast three-figurcd cour-l;
i-s 1n the first harf of March, and April numbers are ]ow (trre D5 i-n 196&
fias very early ln Aprir, on the 4th)" very few are seen after the g.econd
week in April or before the third weelc in September. Some of the sujliller
records have been of injured birds"

wigeon do not normally come into the fieLds in any numbers irntil some

from the 5 in 19TB (tan
recorcls for the period
sca'tterecl through the m

6 is the trighest count
ten of the twenty years
uwenty slx dates have tt

';hree years all records
I97B) which suggests a.

general plcture from th
have been from the Blac



time after their return, staying at first on salt water. Incleed, by day

throughout winter, the bulk of the birds rrij-lJ- be seen 1n the estuary and its
creeks, on the shores of GuIl Island and the shingLe spitr or on the sea off
those places movi.ng up and down witir the tide. There is some movement

between the area and Sor^rl-ey Poncl.

The highest corrnt of 2000+ was in the severe cold of the L962/61 winter.

Pintailo A regular winter visitor i.n moclerate numbers, possibly becoming

conrrnon, There is no doubt that this species has much jurcreased in the

area cluring the survey period. At the start of the survey, it was unusua1

to see a Pintail -- now it is surprising if numbers are low in winter.
The peak i-s clearly in the first two months of the year (later than t;hat of
any other surface-feedimg duck), and in ten of the eighteen years the

highest count has been in January. Only four winters have hacl thejr"r peak

counts falling outsicle of this Januaxyf}'ebruary period, two of those peaks

being in December and two 1n ivlarch. A handful of birds may be seen in
April because the bircls drift away through lvlarch, but there have on131 been

two recorcls in irray (t,ottr of single bi-rds), no records for June or JuIy,
and only four bircls seen in AugSrst. The return clates are rather ematic;
0ctober generally sees reasonable coi.m.ts, but the first, returns are quite
like1y to be in September,

Pintail use Blackwater a great deal, but in recent years when their
riumbers have grown they have taken to using the spartina and shore of GulI
Island. by day, flighting into the marshes to feed by nigh'b. Like so many

cluck, Iintail move between the Gins and Sowley Poncl.

f@,.AreguIarw1ntervisitorinmot].erate(sometimessu]a1]-)numbers
that has nested in at teast fou:: years. There is some evidence of a sma1l

spri-ng passage.

The winter's peak is usually in December/Janua:ry. Only once has the
peak been earlier (lf in ldovember L962) ,rhilst in four win'bers the peak has

been j-n February/March. In ttre winter of L964/65 the peak was not untili
April (i.". outside of the winter period) Uut numbe:is were sc 1ow that th; s
is not significant. Table XI suggests that there may be a small spring
passage moving through in lvlarch/AprLL because numbers sometimes increase at
tha,t time. There is no month in which the species has not been seen
(though only one year has July records), but more often than not Shovel-ers
are absent for June/August incLusive and may well be missing i:r lvlay,
September or even October. Li.ke other duck, they rnove between here and
Sorvley Ponc1.

The nests of a single pair Ln four consecutive years were in spartina
in front of the coast-grrard. cottages, in the heart of the gu1lery. Other-
wise, Shoveler are mostly found, on Blackwater and the other pools (especiall;
rrThe Shoveler Poo1" ) , flying to the shore when d j-sturbed.



Scaup. A rare winter visitor, almost a vagrant. There have only been

three records: 6 V in the estuary in the extreme cold of Mar.2nd tg63;
9 on Blackwater on Feb.19th t967; I on Blackwater on I'eb.z?tk J,977,.

Tufted Duck. An ir:iegular and errati-c visitur that may possibly be

becoming more reEular in small numbers. Tab1e XII shows al1- records
during the survey period. In ttre first sixteen years of the main
survey, nine years had no recorcls at all, and what sightl-ngs there were

in the other years were all isolated appearances of l/3 bird.s apart
from a gathering in the estuary in the severe cold of L952/65 whern

Tufted" Duck frozen out of i-r^land wate:is novecl to the coast and numbers
ln the estuary reached 115. I{owever, in the last two years of the
survey, Table XII shows recorcls becoming more frequent, reflecting the
general increase in liampshire, and its status here may be changlng.
Apart from the L962/63 birds, nearly all. have been on Blackwater.
pochard . Ar i-rre61r1ar and erratic winter vj-sltor rvhich, like the fufted
Duckr may be becoming regular. In the first sixteen years of t,he main
survey, six years had no records at all and sightings in the other years
were nearly aI1 of l/2 bircls. In the very cold" weather of early 1961,
numbers in the estuary built up to $n-, vrhich were Pochard frozen out of
inlancl waters, and the 25 flying west in November L972 were doubtless
part of the movement between Penni-ngton and Fawley refinery reservoir
which has been a:regular feature of recent years (tfre 45 flying east in
October 1978 were the same). However, fable XII shows that Pochard
have rrppeared. more regularly in 1977 and. 1978, and this (cf [ufted. Duck)
may well reflect the increase in numbers in Hampshire as a whol-e.

Apart from the 45 flying east in October 1978, there have been no
rccords for the montlrs lttay/October inclusive. Most sightings have beeR

in the period I'ebruarlr/Apri} which suggests that they appear in the area
as they clisperse from their main winter quarters. They are regular on
nearby Sowley Pond, for. instance.

Apart fronr birds in the coJ-cl of t962/61, or bircls flying past, neeirlXr
al]. recorcls have come from Blackwater.

Goldeneye. A fair 1-y regular win'ber visitor in small numbers, possibly
becomlng less frequent as Table XIV shows, and such a decLine would NOT

reflect the situati-on i-n llampshire. Apart from a single bj-rd 1n April,
ancl another in October, the species has not been seen in the period
ApriJ/October ilcl-usi.ve .

Most records have been of birds in the estuary or on Btackwater; very
few are seen out on the Solent since Goldeneye prefer more sheltered.
water. The severe colcl of early L96"5 brought the hlghest counts and the
most regular series of sightings.

Very few adult drakes have been seen.



L -tailed Duck" A very scarce winter visitcr, periraps rare, 19/imm.

on Blaclwater on Dec.Jr"d. and 24th t972; L imm. 6 on Bl-ackwater on Nov.

18th L973 and Jan.Ilth L974"

Vel-vet Scuter. A very scarce winter visitor, perhaps rare. I I on

three clates in Jan"/f'eU. L96,3 d.uring the very severe cold of that tj-me.
I flew east on Jan.Z3Td L966. 1 9/immo orr Dec"l7th J,967. Al]. were

''"in the estuary though the 1961 ? landecl on the shingle spit.
Scotglo A very scarce or rare winter visitor that is more likeJ,y t,o be

seen movi:.ng east in spring. Apart from sightings of 1/ 4 in" the estuary
during the extreme cold of t,he first three months of L961, hirds have
only been seen on three winter dates (2 and 1in Nov.1961 and f. in Jan.
L964) and once i-n autumn (Z in Sept .L961) ,, ALI other records are jrr
spring, of birds moving east, and although the main movement passes
south of Wight, some do move through the Solent and only sustained sea-
watching (such as has taken place at Hurst) would reveal- the true numb::rs
In this survey, where visits were on only one day a week and when even
on those vj-sits a limited time was available for sea-watching, most
moving Scoter must be missed so that the following total of records is
of l-imited significance. Nevertheless, it shows what happens.

75 moving east April 1962

2 moving east April L962

J4 movin5l east April L963

765 moving east Apr:il 1966
1 movi-ng east April 1970

2 moving east May 1975

14 moving east ivlay L976
fhere have been no ri.cords for June/August inclusive, nor for October
and December"

gr,clg. A fairly reg;uIar winter: visi'bor with occasj-onal records j:r
summer" This is typical of the Hampshire coast since the Elder started
its post-war populatlon expansion in Europe. Table XV shows al-1 records,
Numbers have nearly always been i.n single figures and. the 48 flyirag eo.g r'

in February 195! was a pa"rticutarly good tsider winter on the south coast
when arormd 100 rvintererl off Hil-1 Head, and the 48 flying past wcre
probably a part of that fl"ock" They occur 1n the estuary but mainly
out oirbhe Solent, very often accompanied by Herring GulJ-s which try to
pirate the EidersI catches. Indeed , Ej-clers ou.t on the Solent can often
be located by the behaviour of Herring GuJ-Is"

0n1y 2 ad,ult drakes have been seen; the others have been females and
1-mmatu::e bircls "

Red-breasted. Merganser, A regular i^rlnter visitor in small numbers.
The last are usually seen arourrd mid-Apri1, and apart from 2 flyiirg east



on Iviay l1th 1915, I 01 June 61;h L971, ancl I on /tug,I2th L962, there harV€

been no records fcr the period Ntayf 0ctober inclusive. The return
therefore is not lxrtil l$ovember (even December on occasions) a:rd on1;r in
one winter during the survey period has the peak count been before the

end of December, though numbers aTe so }ow that the peak is perhaps of
limitecl signifi-cance " The highest count is nearly always in January/
I'ebruary, and during those months it is unusual to vislt the area without
seeing the species" Occasional-1y one will be on lllackwater, but mostly

the5. 3ys seen out on the Solent or anJrwhere in the estuary as far up as

Southampton Yacht Club. Redheads easily outnumber adult drakes, though

the latter are far from unusual.

Counts setclon reach clouble figures ancl the numbers of i[arch l-963

(see Table XVI) were due to the exti:eme co1cl of that time. During that
Ii{archr visits gave corxrts of 35, }O+ and 28 apart from the 55, the last
figure including over 7O fllring east, probably returning af'rer the cold -

oosancler. A rare wi-nter visitor. There is only one record, a redhead

on tlie rj-ver on Jan.lgth L963 in the extreme cold of that time'

Dgry" A very scarce winter vi-sitor. During the extreme cold at t962/53,
a group of up to 7 livecl on the rj-ver from mj-d-January to early l4archt

mainly in the stretch by the Royal- Southampton Yacht Club. The Sroup
inclurl-ecl 2 actult drakes, Apart from those, the only recorcl-s are of a

red.head on Blackwater through much of January L964, and ano'cher red.head

on Blackwater on Nov.29th L969"

E-hgl^qfg.E" A regular resiclent in rnocle::ate (occasionally high) numbers.

Adu1'us clrift away to moul-t in the second half of Jr;ne/early July, and

typically the first returns are in late October ( occasionally early
0ctober or even November). December" numbers are nearly always lower
than those of January which suggests the continued return of adults from
the moulting grounds after the year's end.. Cor.rnts of over 100 are
unusual and the highest recorded count of L77 in January 1966 consisted
for the most part of bircls on the Solent 'bhat had probably come from
elsewhere along the coast,

Sornetimes bi-rcls breed in the reeds around, Blackwater ancl not 1n a
hole (rabbit holes abound in the area so there is no shortage of nesting
sites). The chj-cks often move away from the area fairly rapidly so

tha'u rjuinmer gatherings are not as high as one lrould expect with such a
brecding; population. Tab1e XVII shows monthly maxi-ma and breeding
numbers.

Ilerring Gulls have at times taken ciuite a heawy tolJ- of -bhe small
dueklings.

Gr_e[*Il*g-go-ose. The status is diff icult to ascertain because most birds



are proba.bly feral ancl not t,ruly wild . 4 t/ere by Blackwater in Novemben

Lg65. 1 bircls of the eastern race were present for a period. in March/

April 1971. I (possibly the same bird) was present on l{ay l-Bth 1975,

Oct.l2th L975, Dec.2lst L9.15, I''eb.I5th ancl 28th 11976, and agaln on Mar'

20th 1976. 2 were in the area on !'eb.21th L977.

White-fronted Goose " An irre5Sular winter vj-si'bor jn small or mod.erate

numbers (numbers once exceeded 100), appeari.ng especially j-n col-d weather.

The bird"s tn 1961 (see Tahle XVIII for all records) we:re typicall uf cold'

weather appearances, as vrere the 1O in Februaryflulare.h 197I. Indeed, ir:i
a realIy cold snap it is one of the species that one expects to find in
the area" The oollection of tame geese at Blackwater House might also
attract bird.s d,ispersing from the Avon for the flock of 37: in January

L973 were in a field next to the garden where the collec"tion is kept.
With the exception of a single bird (possibly injured) i., April 1969,

there have been no records f or ttre months April/November jriclusive.

Brent Goose. Until the wj-nter of 197 Z/ll a scarce winter visj.tor. Now

a regular and common wi-nter visitore The species has completel-y changed

its status over the survey period, for in the fj-rst five $ears nut a

single bircl was seen whereas in the las'b four years of the survey it was

unusual to visit the area iir winter and not see Brent Geese and the
peak count in the last four winters went in'to three figures (see Table
XIX) " This reflects the population expLosion that has taken place in
Ilampshire/Sussex where the wintering population in the Chichester/
Langstone/?ort':rnouth group of harbours l:.as expanded to the point, where

the numbers can no longer be contained within those waters so that the
specJ-es has movecl oub int..r nearby coastal areas, Needs Oar bei-ng one "
The Hurst/Pennington area was the first of the other Hampshire areas to
receive the overspill population and the birds flying west late tn L972

were doubl;less moving t,here. The first regi{q,r appearance as winter'
visitors to lileeds Oar was in the winter of L973/74 anA each suecessive
winter has alsu seen regular gatherings. There is much interchange of
bird"s between the va::ious So1ent local-ities west ..rf Southampton Water
that are now used by Brent.

The flocks feed on the shore and the creeks of the ]ower half of the
estuary, coming out onto the spartina flats to graze as weJ-l as feed.ing
on the creek beds at l-ow tide. AI1 the birds that have been seen close
enough to see welJ- enough for id.entificatj-on have been dark-beJ.Iied.

As the increase has contjmuecl so the return dates have become earLi-er,
and now the first nray be expected in 0ctober.

Barnacle Goose. The status is difficult to assess because it is seldom
possible to say whether a bird is truly wild or feraI. Probably most
(if not all) have been fera1. Records are as follows: 1, Mar.I?th and



Apr.?th 19?4 and in the same year 2 f,rom Apr.f4thl}iay 4th; 4, UIay 2lst
1978. The smaIl collectj-on nf wil-dfowl at Blackwater House cnritains
Barnacl-e Geese and this may attract passing birds.

Canada Goose. A resident jn noderate (sometlmes high) numbers, 47

were released in JuIy 1964. Up to that point, the only birds seen were
in January/March L961 in the very severe cold of that, time when all-
i.nland areas were frozen tight, After t]:e release, they j,ncrease.iL

slowly up to 1968, presumably from natural iincease rather than lrrfLux,
but from that point onwards numbers remained remarkably stable until
August 1978 whell there was a sudclen j"ncrease due to the arrival" trf a

second flock" The stabl-}ity of numbelis was rather surprisj-ng beeause
pairs bred every year (see Tab1e XX fcr numbers and f.rr monthly maxima)

and although from L969 one of the farmers destroyed nests (nearly aI1
were destroyed in 197I) there were a large number of young reared each

season" This suggests that birds moved away from the flock to cther
areas, and perhaps a flock of around IO0 is all the area will support.

Canad.a Geese are nearly always present, but on occasions outside of
the breed"ing season there wilJ- h,e no birds in the area and it is clear
that at times they move to other coastal places such as Hatchet and

Sowley Pond.s, and Newtown on the Isle of Wiight. Similarly, some birds
move away for the moult"

Mute Sf{iir). In most years, only a very uccssiohal visiturr, sometimes no',
recorded, from January to December. A few birds (often only a pair)
were regslar through A965, L95'l and 1958, and a pair bred in 1967, but
since the 1960rs the species has been missing on most viLsits. Every
now and then a group will appea.r in autumn f ear\y winter ancL the two
largest gatherings have been at ttrat time (i.e. IJ on 0ct.15th 1960 and

L2 orr Nov.6th 1966),,

Bewlckis Swan" A very scarce win'ber visitor. OnIy two records, the
first of 5 which flelq into the river un Dec.2lst L963, and the second of
2 flying east, on I'eb.17th 1968.

Whooper Swan. A rare wi-nter visitor'. 0n1y one recordr &h immature on
Ilar.5th 1959.

Buzzard.. An uncommcn visitor. The species has been recorded. in thirteen
of the survey years on a total of eighteen dates, all reeords being of
single bjrrds apart from two occ.asions when 2 bird.s were together. Most1y
they have appeared soaring over the areer but on one occasion a bj-:rd was

chasing rabbits in a fieJ-d. Thi::teen of the eighteen records were in
the months August/November l.nclusive, so autumn dispersal from the New

Forest may accor.rnt for most of the sightings. The other records have
been in January (Z), April (f) and June (Z).

:l

l:



bparrowhawk. An annual- but somewhat erratic visi-tor, heing recorded' olr

fifty eight dates in the survey period, but being an elusive species this
is almost certainl)r an uncler-recorcling. There were no records for the

first six months of the year up to and includi-ng L965 (cf Kestrel) which

could. have been due to the species sufr-ering from chemicals. There

have been no records f or ei'ther lriay or Jrme, and only eight reCords

(L4/, of the total) for the five month period April/August, whilst almost

half the sightings liave been in tire peri-od September/November j"nclusive 
"

Table XXI shows all records" The pattern i-s very much like that of

the Kestrel, that ls not rrany in the summer months, a few in winter,
and the bulk of the birds i-n autumn"

]Ionetr Ruzzard.. A rare migrant. I vras aror-mrl Blackwater on Sept.lOth

Lg7g, the only record, but bircls leaving the New Forest presumabllr fly
over on occasions.

I'tarsh }larrier . A very scarc€l visitor, There have been five records

of single birdsr or lvlar.2lst Lg5g, Septrt2th L959, Oct".24th 1959, June

4th 1955 and June 9th 1968. Just before the survey started a pair
attempted to breecl on Blackwater'

I{en Ha,rrier" A ve ry Licarce wj.nter visitor.,, single bird-s have been

recorrled. on Dec.Ist Lg62, Jarr.Sth L961, Jan'l8th 1964 and from Nov'6th

L966 to Jan.Tth L957.

Iviontazurs Han:ier. A rare visitor. The only record is of a male on

Iviay ITth 1968.

Osp{g-.y,. A very scarce, but not unexpected., autumn migrant. The records

are I 1 on Sept . t4tl1 1963; L ou Oct.l5th L967 ; L on Sept.2lLst 1,969

fol-Iowed hy l together (f a family'party because l- was an imrature bird)
on Sept.28th f969; l on $ept"f8th 1971.' They have been seen hunting
successfully in Blackwater and 'bLre surrognding pools "

Ilobby. A rare visitor, The only recorcl vras of a single bird on Sept.

l}th L955.

ISruig-q-1pe. An irregular and ratlier scarce visitor outside of the breedjnr

season. There have been eight recorrls of single birds, those bei-ng on

I'eb"Sth 1958, Oct.24th L959, har.23rd L969, Apr.4th 1971, Jan.f4th L97i,
DeC.,th L976, tr.eb'1]th L977 and Nov.27th L977. Eieveral of the birds
have been hunting wad"ers and cluck in the shore and fielci areas and have

renrained. for an hour or so.

ilterli]], A rather infrecluent but not uncommon winter visitor. There

have been nineteen si6rhtings of single birds in tire survey period, one

each in January, I,'ebruarJr and liarch, none in the months April/August
inclusi-ve, ancl then two in September", four j.n 0cbober, six in November

and -four in December. Several of the birds have remained i:r the area



fc,r an hour or st,r hunting passelrines.

Kestrel" An annual visitor with an overall pattern very much Like that

of the Sparrowhawk but more frequent in occurrence having been seen bn

one hundrecl and twenty five dates in the Survey period. There Were no

recorrls for the first seven months of the year up to and including L964

(cf Spa.rrowhawk) which may have been due to chemj-cal poisoni-ng* There

have been only fifteen recorcts for the months April/July inclusive (yZ/"

of the 'botal - cf Sparrowha.wk) v.rhilst forty sj-x of the records were in

Sep-bember/October ("t7h of the total). Tab1e XXII shows alL the records-

The pa.Ll,ern is of a few recorcls in late spring/Summer (no breedl-ng

prover).) increasing to a pea.k in SeptemberfOctoL,er with quite frecluent

sigh'bings through'tuinter.

Recl-lecsed Partri dne/Chukar cross - A regular resident in moderate

numbers, The status of game birds at lrTeed s Oar is largely d ependent

on treleases I and rshooti-ng bagsr erncl census counts have not been made

very carefully beca.use of the nrtificial.l- situation. It is usually
possible to obtain a cou11t of Red-legs in the 2O's or JOrs on any rrisit
just by counting birds that happen to appear during a walk around the
-cLTea. The situatj-on is now confused by releases of Chukar-crosses so

tha-b on some visits the bircls seen are al-l or urostly Chukar-crosses

r,rhilst on others tkie bj-rcls are appart':ntly pure lied-legs (e.S.77 on

Oct.14th Lg73 were 1iecl:legs; 20+ on Sept.15th L974 were Chukar-crosse,qi

nearly all the birds seen in 1975 were pure lied-legs; all the birds
seen on Ieb.I2th I97B l^Iere Chukar'-crosses).

Partridge " A regular uesident in snrall/moclerate numbers. This

i-s notJ-ceably less numerous Lhan tlr.e previous one o The largest
I ha.ve seen was of 14 bird-s and it is unusual to obtain a count
even if one particularly looks for the species "

present on

shooting.
I@9ru!,. A common :resiclent " Several huncli:ed are

and tire estate rears a.nd releases larg<; numbers for
many of the birds have heen of the black variety.

species
covey

of 20

occasions
Itecently,

Clggg-o A rare vagrant. One record only, of an adult that lj-ved in thc
fielcl.s around Blackwater from Nov.5tln L959 until it was forxrd dead. with
a broken neck on Nov ,29th ( it was alive on 28th) . It could have been

]rillecL by cows; they were seen attempting to br-rtt the bird on the 28th.

Water Ra1l. Probab Iy a regular visitor j-n small numbers from September/

Itarch inclusive" The highest recordecl count was 10 on Dec.Jrd L972, but
the elrrsive nature of the species makes count figures of li-btle importanc

and Water Rails cou1cl be far more numerous than recorded numbers suggest.
Iitost have been seen or heard arouncl Blaci<water and its surrouncling pools

and ditches.



9-orn-g.fg.Eg. A l:are vagrant. One record only , a

the shore on Oct.?th 1961.

l,iuor:fen. A regular resiCent in moderate numbers,

being increasdd. outside of the breeding season by

bird in the gorse b;r

with its population
arri-vals from elsewhere.
on Dec ,22nd, L966,In winter counts may rise 'tc over IO0, for example

Jan.l5th L967 ancl through Decernber L972"

Coot. The status of this species has changecl, for throughout the last
years of tire survey it was a somewhat erratic visitor in small numbers,

and quite often none were present at all. Through the early and mj-dc11e

years of the survey, Coots hrere usually present on Blackwater and the

other pools, but almost invariably in numbers below 2O and often with
single-f igured eounts, The l-argest counl; I have recorded was one of
25 on Sept.gth L961, The habitat has probabllr been less suitabl-e for
the species over r.ecent years due to the l-ower water levels in Blackwater
and the pools, because many of the pools have wholly or par-bIy drLed up

in k;te summer and auturnn and even Blackwater has shrunk so that much of
it Lr"as become mucl ancl what water is left Ls so shallow that medium-sized

birds such as Redshank could wacle oveli most of the area.

Oystercaitcher. A regular resrclenl; in mocler:ate numbers, common outside
of the hreeding season. The species first hred on the Hampshire

mainlan<i. tn 1934 (on bhis part of the Solent shore) and throughout the
survey period Oystercatclters built up their footirold at Needs Oar until
it now represents the uiost concentrated. breeding population in the county
This is p::obably due to waircleni-ng ancl the secluded nature of the estate.
The b j-rd"s rnostly breecl on GuIl Island, on the shingle spit, on the grassy
ayea a'r" the ba.se of the spit, ancl a fer,v pairs have taken to nesting in
the f'arm fietds (one on fresh plough)"

Outside of the breeding season there v,iould seem to be a double peak,

one in. l-ate summe:'/autumn (passage) and one i.n wj-nter. Although the :
species has incr:eased. its breeding strength, it has most certainly
clecreased asa winteri-ng bird. Peaks of around 2OO (maximr.in 240) were
not at all unusual, but over the past ten years peaks have only been

arou:rrl 100 and tn L973 (a well-covered year) no count reached three
figures. Win'ter counts in the ?ortsmouth area - especially in Langstone
llarbour - have increased in recent years; is that area drawing j-n birds
from other parts of the }lampshire coast? Table XXIII shows monthly
maxima and breeding numbers,

Lapvril$, An abunclant r,vinter visitor remainj-ng to breed in moderate
tri;.mbers. The majority of winters have ha<l counts i-n excess of IOOO.

Col-d weather brings large movements past Needs Oar, and sometimes such
weather results in a build up within the area, though the extreme cold
of L961 clrove most away, presumably to points south or west. Sometimes,



return movements after colcl weather brlng large counts (e'g" the largest
ever for the at:ea, of ca,loOo nn Jan.2lst 1968)" Very wet conditions

also bring very large cormts on occasions (e.g, 2900 on Dec.23rd L968,

2400 on Xec.lst 1958, 25OO in Nov.l9?O and a count equal to the highes-i;

ever of ca.lOOO on Jan"I5th L9"t2). When numbers in winter are very

higli, birds tend to mass along the edge of the spar"tina flats on the

eas'bern side of the estuary"
No accurate count of breecling numbers has ever been mad"e, but 33 pairs

fou-rrtl. in f96b, 40/50 pairs estj-ma.tec1 tn L95'1, and 25+ pairs located in
Lg68 suggest the size of the population" Being mostly left by farmers

to grass, most of the field area is suitable breeding iiabitat.
Table XXIV shows monthlY maxima"

Ringecl plover. A resident, usually ir: moclerate numbers. Birds br:eed

all along the shingle shore, sometimes in places much subject to hrunan

j-nte,:fe:'ence such as gravel patches by the liailing O]ub clubhouse.

I,Trunbers found. breecling are probably a little below the true poptllation"

but tle counts Lhat r,,re [ave show Neeris Oar to be one of the main bre.eding

sites in the county whlch malces the rather low numbers outsicle of the

b::eeding season surprising. Not many counts have exceeded 50, and only

four have exceeCed 1OO, these isolatecl high counts occurrj"ng mostly in
August/l{ovemberi ancl to a lesser extent in Decentner/February, indicating
tha.l, the et.rea is usecl more b17 passage birds than by wintering flocks -

Occasj-onal high counts ab hi-gh*ti.de roor;ts are probabty due to birds 
:

ti1yin55infrorrrotherpar.tsoftheSolentcoastwheretheyhavebeen
clisturbed", Table XXV shows l,he pattern of counts "

g11gy-_"P-l?.ygg;" A reguJ-ar winter vj-sitor in mod.erate numbers that can

possibl-y be classed l,oday -i-n the tcornmon' category (numbers have gene;a11y

increasecl in liampshire), A fe,rr nre seen in summer, though on many visits
from Ma,y,/August inclusive the species may wel-l be missi-ng. Unless they

are seen at hi5lh-tide r:oosts, numbers av.:e impossible to esti-mate as the
birc1sareSostrungouti'ilongtheshore,Thepeakcountismost}ike}y
to be in January/I',,bruar:y, though Tabte XXVI shows that it may occur in
ldovem'ber/December, ancl 1978 ira.d the highest counts yet recorded (tet anO

f 40) in lvlarch ancl Sep'bember respectively, 'this obviously being, due to
passageo fn wi.nter, bj-rils have been seen coming into the high-tide
roost frornplaces along the coast to both east and west.

The species is occasionally seen j-n the pools away from the shore,
or e'vFrn in the f iel-ds if they are very wet.

Golrlen PLover. A common and regular winter: visitor, though somewhat

erratic in its appeararlces. The species lTroves between Needs Oar and

other coastal sites so that son'retimes there may be none present. Aparb

frorir Lhree single bircls in lviay, rrone have been seen after mid April and"

th.e lar:b are very likel;r to be in lvlarch. The species has been absent



from June/September inclusive apart from l- on Aug.l8th L974, 122 on Aug,

2oth l9?8, and I on Aug.27th 1978, the first returns normally being in
October or even Novemb,er. In yinter the birds have mostly used' the

f ields, but in the past few winters they have taken to assembling in the

spartina flats to the east of the river, gatheri.ng either by themselves

or amongst the Lapwing. Most bircls in summer p1-umage have been of the

nortlrern race (e.S, ca,lOO on Apr.Bth L961 anci most of the L25 in April
Lg6$, but one or two have been of the southern race (u.g. singles in
April Lg74 and l{a1r Lg7'I). Table XXVII shows monthly maxima.

Dotterel 
"

A rare vagralt. f on the shingle on Aug.2lst L97l is the

onJ.y :iecord "

Turnst one . A regular winl,er visitor i-n moclerate numbers with small

numbers present through Summer. The speci-es very difficult to count

accura'cely as birrls d,lsperse so wid.ely arould the shore at both high and

low tide. Tab1e XXVIII shows monthly maxima. There j.s some evidence

for a peak in August/Novernber, followed by a second peak in ir'ebrua-rYt

whilst son'ietj-mes numbers increase in April and early t'raYi this would be

the e;rpected pattern with passage in autumn and spring together with a

peak of wintering bird,s. High-tide roosts form on Gu1l Island and the

shingle along the mainland shore.

Dowi=lgllelo A rare vagra.nt. I was in the.area, mostly in the pools

around Blackwater, from Oct.5th/Nov.2nd L963" It called like a quiet

Greenstiank and was therefore aluiost certainty Short-bitfed'. It was

accepbed by the British Bircls Rarities Committee as a Dowj-tcher, though

they lrould nob accept Short-bitled on the rather curious grounds that
no-one has ever 1,rovec1 that Long-billed does not sometimes cal-I l.ike
Shor'c-bi-Iled. ! ! !

Snipe n A regular wlnter visltor in moderate numbers. Apar:t from I on

iviay 12th L974, absent from ltay/July j,.nclusive, which is a litt1e
surprising. Numbers have never matcli^ed those of October/November 1960

when the figure rose to at least L25; the normal winter peak appears to
be in the neighbourhood of 50. Counts iin August/lieptember are usually
i-n single figures, and sometimes single f igures or not much above wil-L
be the pattern to the yearrs end, but typically numbers have risen to
near their peak by late December. The birds are very well spread over
all the clamp areas.

["SIf-J:fj*9. A Bcarce and erratic winter visitor that I suspect is very
much uncler-recorded. I have only had a handful- of records, al-l- of
single birds, mostly from tLre marsh behind Lord Montagurs shore

butrgatow where the species might be much motre frequent j-n its appearanees

than past records suggest.

,.
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9ullg,y. A re6ular and common winteir visitor arid passage nrii";rant ,

genera11ywithorr}ymoderatenumbersf:lomApri}/JrrneincIusive.The
pattern is well marked, Januaryf lebruary nearly always sees the winter
maxi-nrum, the October counts of 7-,)63, lg68 and l97O pro,bably being
boosted by late mi-65rants. Nurnbers drop off in March and in April /Utay a
count of 5O woul-d be high (often corints are only in single figures during
those montlts and at times there n.ray be none at all) . June sees the
firs,ur'eturnsandt}renthereisanarkec1aubumnpaSSa€!ewit}rthepeak
pt:obatrly in July but perhaps i-n the peri-oci August/iieptember or even in
October, Typi.cally however, numbers in 0cbober/ldovember are bel-ow the
autumnpeak,and.DecemberSeeSthewinterbui}duptotheJanuaryf
l'ebrirary peaks already mentionecl (cf,. Turnstone). Tab1e X)(X shows the
n'ron.bh1y maxima"

Bircls use the grass fields on both sirles of the esLuary, and to a
Iesser: extent they feed in the spartina flats and the creeks. They
also feed on the ticle-l_ine.

At one time, a regular morning flight took place from Newtown to
Needs 0ar, regarclless of the state of ticle, but this has not occur::ed
in more recent years.

Whimbrel 
"

A sprin6r and autunur migrant, usunrly in small- numbers though
higher counts must occur when birds migrate over or past the area; such
movements would probably be at night for none ha,ve been seen that involverl
anynumbersol]birds.NeedsOarr]oesnotSeemtobeparticu1ar1y
attractive to Whimbrel, which is a little surpr:ising iin view of it.s
atbraction to Curlew and B1ack-tailed Godwits, and although the species
is usua]-ly present at ti_mes nf passage r numbers are usuaJ_ly j-n single
f igures. Ttrey are strictly birds of the mucl/spartina flats and the
tir1e-1i:re;IhaveneVerSeent}reminthefie-I.dsorarorrnd.theBlackwater
series of pools.

Rlack-tail-ed Godwlt. A regular but erra.tic winter visitor and passage
migrant, mod"erate n.umbers remaining in the summer months. The overalf

(".g.pattern is clecidedly erratic ancl i^reekly counts are even more so

i
{

in 1955, between counts of 190 on I'eb.27th ancl 296 on Apr.z4t!1,
were -l-80, 0, Z, Z, l"O and t3O. AIso, between the Lg66 cor.mts

the counts,,

of 320
in ldovember and 280 j-n Lecember, there were tir,ro counts of 0) . Sometin:es,
winter visits reveal a strj-ng of high numbers for weeks on encl; at other
times, high counts alternate with moderate or 1ow numbersr or even a
comple"t,e absence of tire specles. r'locks clearly commute between Needs
Oar and elsewhere (t Titchfield Haven, since birds are seen flying past
Calshot on occasj-ons and flocks have been seen arriving at Needs Oar from
bhe east ) .

One strange feature of the pa'btern that emerges (see Table XXXI) is
that wh"ilst almost all- the three-figureri cor-rnts have occurr:ed in the



period SeptemberlApril inci-usive, most of the nil :r single-figured'

counts have occur:red during the Same perlod" 0n the other hand' t'here

have only been four months during the survey in 1'he period May/August

inclus lve when counts rea.ched three f igures, but during those same months

there have been very few single-figured cuunts. It seems as if the

non-breeding Summer population is more stable than the wintering one "

The birds mnst}y use the fields, but a few alsn feed in the creeks,

the mud ftats and the sPartina"

Bar-tai-].ecl Godwit. An erca.ti.c winter visitnr and passage migrant in

small numbers excePt for the spring when passage is more reEglar and can

involve a considerable number of binds. The species js more J-ikety to

be missing than present, havi-ng been recorcled in about 25/' of aLI visits '

The only large numbers occur in April/ltuy when birds aTe Seen passing

to the east,, and as this passage is usually concentrated into a few days '

it can be missed in some years by week-end visi-ts ' Thi-s passage can be

quite outstanding, L3O7 passing in about three hours on ofle morning in

April Lg62, the birds moving along the ljolent i:n f]ock after f]ock'
This erratic picture is typical of, most of l{ampshire where the species

is very much centrerl on Irangstone Harbour''

There has only been one single bird in July, the first returns being

in Augr-rst or September, and 16 has been the highest count f,or winter'
Table XXXII shows all records.

Birds are mostly seen on exposed mud along the estuary ancl are not

seen in the fields.

Green Sand i er. A scarce arutumn mi6;rant, In the survey peri'od,

5 birds have been recvrded, all from June to earl-y October and' all
the Black.vrater complex of pools, However, the liower water level
recent Summers, vrhich has resulted in pools and ditches wholly or

only
fron

of

partially drying up, are possibly more to the species' f iki'ng

appeared together in 1978 and tn 1-97c) (ou,tside of the survey

were also present through part of tlrr autumn'

for 2

period) 2

\dood Sandpipei:" A ve ry sicarce autumn migrant. There have only been

two records, I flying east on Oct.l2th L97,5 and 2 in the pools around

Blaclcwaber on Aug.L3tt1 Lg]B. As witir the previous species, the l-ower

water 1evels of recent summers may be more suitable for Wood Sandpipers,

because following t,he 1978 Lj-rds 2 we:re also present in the autumn of

Lglg (outside of the survey period).

Common Sancl r. Probab Iy a regular autumn migrant in very smal-I

numbers, a scarce spring migrant and a very scarce winter vi-sitor' A

few occur every auturnn between JuLy/Octoher inclusive, mostly in July/
August. I have only once recorded, clouble figures, that being 12 on

Aug"Zgtn 1960. During my visits, I have onllr seen singletons in spring'



all in April/Pluy, and the only winter record was t on Jan'JO'bh L972'

At Lorrr tide, the birds particular]-y feed along the mud of the maln

estuary, but they also use the minor oreeks and at any state of tid'e'

tirey may be f:uncl in the pools and ditches. As with the previous two

species, the J-orwer water levels of recent years have Seen Common Sand-

pipers using tsiackwater itself.

Redshank. A common autumn migrant, wintering i.n moderate (sometimes

hish) numbers, and a regular breeding species in mod"erate mrmbers '
Tabte XXXIII shows mon'bhly maxima. 'Ihere is a fairllr clear autumn pezrk

in August/September (sometimes as early as July or as late as early

November) tfrat may be due i,n part to loca1ly bred birds since many

inmatures are presen't at this time. 400 is the maximum count, b'ut the

peak is usualty betr,reen L5\/3OO. Iligh nurnber:s may drift on to the end.

of year, but cognts are nearly always below 100 in Januatyftr'ebruary and

there i-s no eviclence of an j-ncrease in numbers in spring. Breed'ing

counts are clifficult because the nests are so wiclespread in the Spartina

of the gul1ery, in the fields, in the marshy areas and indeed in almost

aII the open habitat, but 20 paii:s a year is probably a conservative

estj-mate of the poputation. Numbers at any time of year do not appear

to have increased rr clecreased over the Survey pei:iod.

At high tide the birds use the pools both as feedi-ng and resting
ground.s (especially in autumn), mostly moving out to the Spartina flats
and creeks at tov,r tide and flighting into the pools with the flood.

Spotted Reclshank. A regular a,utumn migrant in moderate numbers, and

regular in wi-nter zrnd spring in sruall/moderate numbers. Table XXXIV

shows monthly maxima. This is one of the birds of the atea for Needs

gar is possibl.y unrival.Ied in the British lsles as a hai:nt of Spotted.

Reclshanko There is a very markecl autunmal passage from mid June through

to the first part of November, the peak count having been in the period

August/October in all but one year. 70 has been the most at any one

time, though numbers reached 15 in the autuntn of 1979 (after the survey

period). Cor.rnts then falI, but even in winter they may exceed 20.

Tirere is some eviclence of a sma1l passage in .;pring because numbers have

shown an increase in April on occaslons, Rir:cls are t;rpically absent in
late lulayfearly Jule, but otherwise one would not expect to visit the area

a't any ti-me through the year and not f ind lipotted Redshanks; they are

almost always there.
Even nlore so than Redshank, they ffy into the Blackwater complex of

pools with the rising ticle (especially in autumn), the particular pool

used depending c-,n t6e water level-. There they sometimes feed. vigorously
or rest. The pools immeri.iately east erncl west of Blackwater used to be



the rnos'b favourerl spots, but in 1978 and L979, when the water level was

particularly low, the birds mainly used Blackwater itself when they
typic:eIly fed i-n densely packed flocks.
reenshank. A regular autunn migr:ant in small/moderate numbers wlth

fairly regular appearances of very small numbers through the rest of the
year. Table XXXV shows the patl,ern through monthly maxima. The

autumn peak is usually in August/September (once each in July, October
and Nlovember) and there have only been t.r,ro au.tumns when the maximum

reached 20 (highest ever, 33). Autumn passage begins in July, though
sometj-mes not unbil August, and goes on well into October and occasionally
November. In the periocl Deceu,ber/trebruary, up to 4 birds have been

fairly regular in the last seven winters of the survey, but prJ-or to
that wintering birds were rather unusual with none at all in the winters
from L961/64 to L957/68. Could th.is have been because the cold of
L962/67 damaged food supplies that supported wintering birds and that
these foocl sources have now recovered., because before the 1962/6) winter
Greenshank were fairly regular in Jianuary/Iebruary.

There has been no su5lgestion of any spring passage until a q.uite
unprecerlenterl count of 20 in April 1978. In the period April1Ju.ne,
fifty of the months (79/" of the totat) fraa no records at all.

The birds feed along the creeks at low tide, especially the one in
front of the coast-guarrl cottages, and the autumn numbers fJ.y into
Blachwa.ter and the pools on the flood tide along with other shanks.

.l'inot-. Up to the winter of 1965/66 an errabic winber visibor appearing
occasi-onally ab high-tide roosts but r,riti] most visits producing no
records" liince then a sudclen ciecline (not general in i{ampshire) and it
is now a scarce winLeL: visitor and pass.ige migrant (tabte ru.JVI strows

the pattern). Before the rlecline, bircls sometimes appeared at high-
tide roosts, on]-y two counts reaching three figures with ca.JOO the
maximum. The decline 1s inexplicable but it was very sudden and
definite. The birds that appeared at roosts came from elsewhere; they
had not come from low-tide feeding grounds at Needs Oar, so the cause of
the Llecline must lie in another part of the county coastline (t could it
be reclamation of land suitable for Knot in Suuthampton Water). Sj-nce
the declj-ne, most records have been of passage in April/Vuy or August/
October in ve::y smalt numbers (maximum 11 in spring and 14 in autumn),
but 1n those periods the species has only been recorded on si-xteen dates
in the last twelve years t-,f the survey. In those same twelve years,
there have been no record.s for January/February, l single bird in Ularch,
2 single birds in November and two records of a single bird and a flock
of 15 in December, Throughout the whol-e survelr period, there have been
no records for June and a si-ngle bird in Ju1y.

Usually the birds are seen on the shore, but in the autumn of 1978

it
t
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a floclc stayecl for a few weeks anrl niainly used the dried up pools round

Blackwater.

]e Sanci er. A rare visitor. I on Aug.Zgtih 1960 is the only

record,

Little Stint. A rather scarce or uncommon autumn vi-sitor. It is almost

certainly underrecordecl, for the area is extremely hard to cover So that

aII srnall waders are seen, and it could easily have been missed in
weekly visits" I have recorcls for six Jrealis only, all in August/

November inclusive (latest on Nov.2nd), and all of L/ 2 bird's except for
1950 when there were riP to 6,

lunlig. A regular ancl usuatly abundarrt winter visitorr a common passage

migrant with a few rentaini-ng in summer.. The pattern is very clear'
In Junc numbers a.re very Iow, usually in single figures and frecluently
with none at all. In July counts may be in the 2Ors and in August/

Septernber they rniglht possibly reach three figures, though 6O/lO would be

more typicat. Oc.tober sees regular coun'bs a't 1OO/5OO (].600 in 1965)

and by November the numbers wil} typically be 7oo/Bo0 (reoo in 1961) 
'

and then in December/!'ebruary counts of over 10OO are to be expected (

the highest cn.25O0 j-n January 1969). AII these high counts are high-

tide roosts, manlr of 'the bircls coming in from other parts of the Solent

coast, inclucling Wight. The shingle opposite the coast-guard cottages

has been usecl as a roost si-te (re.aularly before a hover-craft went

across it) but the egstern enrl of Gull Island and the Spartina to the

east o:f the r j-ver right clown towards lepe are the rnost favoured spots "

NumbersclropoffinMarch.to.lao/5oo(roooin1965and1400in1978)
and 2OO/3OO would be a typical pealc for April. Three-figured counts

are unusual for ivtay, but d.uring Apri1./l{ay there is an easterly daylight
passage .bhat may involve IO0+ birds a day.

A fev; birrLs use the pools and marsh areas but n'rost aYe found on the

shore.

Curlew S;indpipqq. A scarce autrunn rnigrant. I have records for six
years, aII of them in August/October and never more than 5 birds orx

any one date,

Sander:Iing. A regular spring niigrant in small/moclerate numbers and a

scarce autumn migrant. Apart from a handful in April and B in June,

atl spring records have l'reen in May, usually of birds flying east. In
fact, during May a few Sanclertings flying east are one of the most

typical features of Need.s Oar, and though I have not seen more than t6
pass east in any one day, recc.rcls from other So1ent localities that
are ful1y coverecl for migration suggest that the total of birds may bc:

welr above my shorter counts ' r have onlJr seen birds on five autumn

clates, all in August/lieptember with a dail-y maximum of 7. There have

:
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been no records for ttie periorl October/lviarch inclusive, or for July"
A11 the birds have been on the tide-line or flying past.

Ruff, An erratic visitor whose status is harcl to clescribe (taUte HCKVII

shows all records). The species has been recorded, on forty three visits
(6"5% of the t.otal), and uf those twelve ha,ve been in March/April and"

sixteen in Aug;ust/September (i.u. 55% of al-I records have been at times
of peak migration) " All other months haLve had from one to four records
excep'u Ju:re, when no birds have i:een seen at all, and the only January
record. (ttrat of 140 on Jan "Z')th -1978) ry.s particularly unusual because
only four counts have been ovei: 10. The highest gathering was t4O/a5O
on fieb"l5th L976, and these two counts r,f over a hundred could well havc
been birds from the Penning'ton area a few miles to the r'rest, for that is
the rnaj-n Ruff locality irr Hampshire " AI1 birds have been e j-ther in the
flielcls or in the pools.

A:gq*ul" A rather scarce n'rigrant, ALJ. records have been i-n lvrarch,
ivlay and September/December (iraff of the record.s have been in l{arch) .

Recorrls have been as fo-l.1.ows:1, Iviar.2lst, 1959;1, iv1ar.10th, 1969;1
flew ea,str lvlar"27rd, 1963; l, Sept.24th ancl Oct.Bth,1972; L, Dec.24th,
L972; l, Oct.28th, L971; t, tttay Srdf 4tLt, 1974; Z, Ivtar.Jothe 1975; 2,
llov,L6th/3oth L975; 2, Mar. ?-7th, L976i L, Iviar"6th, L977. Apart from
the bird flying past, a1l have been in the pools, mostly around Blacl:::a1ec

Red*necked Phal-arope " A rare visitor" I I on June 19th 197-l is the
only record"

Arctic Skua" A regular spring and autumn migrant in smalI/moderate
nurnhers" fn spring, nearly all records are of birds flying steaciily
eastwards in April/lviay, though on one occasion a bird came ln over the
gullery as if it were examining the area, In autumn, some are seen
harrying terns but rnost are flying westwards, i-n August/october"

Great Skua, One ortwr: pass along the Solent in spring and auturur in
turost years and so might be seen passing Needs Oar" However, if you
sea-waLched continually through the year, you might well see fer.rer than
10"

P:marine SJrua 
"

I have only recorded l. from l,leeds Oar, flying east orn

Apr.22nd. l-971, However, nearly every year sees a small eas-bward passqle
of Pomarine Skuas along the Sulent in }ate April/ear1y lviay, sometimes
in srrrall flocks, and 'bhese bircls must pass Need.s oar.
Great Black-backed GuIl- . A regul-ar summer visitor in moderate nurnbers,
i,^rith a few seen through the rest of the year" The specj-es has brecl in
the area. A gathering (mostly of immatures) develops in summer on the
shore of' GuII Island, and numbers may ::each or exceed" lOO (max.I2o) " I
have never seen these birds }larm the nesting grIls/terns in any way, a.ld



l.irds do not desert nests near the Bfack-back g5athering, but it seems

suspicious that such a large group assembles next to such a large potenti al
f oocl supply "

A pair hel-cl territory in the fie.l-ri.s, but did not nest, in 1971, lirut

they nested in the same ptace in 19?2 and were shot Ln L973. In L974

a pa.ir nested on the islet in Blackwater and another pair nested. on the

shingle in front of the coast-guard cot"bages in 1976.

Lresser B1ack-backecl GuIl" Occasional records fr:om spring to autunn
(rarely in winter). The species has no particular connection with I'[eeds

Oar (ttrough for a few weeks in Lg76 a bird, stayed in the gullery in the

breeding season), all the records being of birds passing or ones that had

tlropped 1n f or a while.

lierring Gul-I " Now a regular breerling species in moderate numbers (see

Table XXXVIII fnr breeding counts) with moderate numbers likely to be

seen through the rest of the year. The first nest was Ln L956 on shore

shing,Le (this was only the fourth year ever in which the speci-es had

nes'Led on the Hampshire mainlancl, the f ir:st being in r9JB not far from
Needs Oar) . 2 nests on shi-ngle followed in 1957, 1 in the marshy fields
near Blackwater i,n 1958, 4 3 J-n marshy fields) 1.n L969,5 G in fields)
rn 1970, and then most of the LB/23 pairs in 1971 ancl most of those irr.

L972 and L97l liere in the fiel-d.s. In L974, all the nests wef,:e eithe, ofl

shore shingle or.j-n Sparti-na, and such has been the case ever since'
They ha,ve been shot by one of the wardens, their nests have been des bro;yed,

but still they seem to prosper" vihen they do nest on the shingle or j-n

Spartina, Black-heaided Gulls leave their nests for a radius of perhaps

thirty yards or morc., i;hough l h.ave never seen a Herring Gult attack the
smaller gults " Iliost of the nests in recent years have been scattered.
throughout the area, but there is usualI), a sma]-l concentration about
half way along tire shingle spit -n front of the coast-guard cottages,

A summer gathering Jl- arr:und 100 (rnostllr immatures) develops with the
Great Black-backs on the shores of GulI Island "

Common Gufl. Absenb at the heigirt of the breeding season, but present in
moderate nurnbers throu6lh the rest of the year. The species has no special
a,ttraction to this part ofl the I'Ianipshire coast; ,:irds feed on the tide-l ine
and in the fields, or rest on the shore iis they do elsewhere. Moderate
nrrrlbers may also r:oost in tkre area at night in winter, flighting in from
inlancl or other parts of tire coast.

tlediterranean Gull. Now a regular summer visitor in small numbers,
occasional-}y nesting. The history of this species in the area has been
thoroughly recordecl in papers namecl at the beginning of this publication,
and in i{ampshire Bird Reports" Li brief, the first was an aclu}t seen on

JuIy IB'uh 1965, f<,llowecl blr an aclult from /rpril 23ra/3Oth 196?, In 1968



Little G'ull. A scarce visitor if gudged only by niy visits; I have seen

1, foi: instance, in the past five years, on Aug.Z5t\t 1914, but if one

looks at records for the Hanipshire coas'b as a whole, birds migrate along

the Solent every )/ear 1n moderate numbers and they must pass Needs Oar'.

Black-headed GuII. A very iibundant resident and common outside of the

breeding season. Tabl-e XXXVIII shows how breeding numbers have soared

over the $urvey period and therr suffered a sllght clecline. The increase
mus.t be clue in large part to wardening, since the coincidence of the
onset of wardening .,"nd the j-ncrease in breedi-ng numbers of all specles
is surely significant. 0n tlr.e other hanc1, the species is increasing
generally in the south far a number of reasonsl for instance, ringing
has stiowir that some of the bircis breeding at \ieeds Oar were born in
other English colonies, and at least one was hatched in I'rance, so the
increase has also been due to an infl-ux from elsewhere. The recent
slight clecline is cloubtl-ess due'to the shirinklng s;LZe of GuII Island,
due to marine erosion. The colony is centred" on GuII Island., but smaller
numbers breed i-n Spartina i-n front of the coast-guard. cottages, east of
the river, and behind the sea-wall to the; east of the river.

The first return to the colony nruch depen.ds on the weather for if it
is very cold or wild the bircls will not return; it may be early !'ebruary
or as late as the first week i-n lviarch. The first eggs usually appear
in the first days of April, but the l-as"t half of that month sees the mass

1ayin65. Egg-collecting then makes the timing of the cycle rather
artificial, but the first chicks generally appear around lvlay 20th and the
colony is usually hatching well by the second week of June. The fj-rst
week of July typica,lly sees the first flSiing you-ng and by early August
the birds have mostly left. Between that time and their return the
following season, a few hundred will roost at night in the Spartlna and

birds w111 always be seen flying past Jr feeding, but such numbers are
never high.

a pair raised two young, another bird brecl with a Btack-head or a hybrid,
another pairecl with a Black-head and ralised three young, and other birds
appeared through the summer. Bircls appeared every year from then untit
l]75, 2 of thern being males that regularly held territories around the

origiLal nest site (presumably they were the young of 1968) but failed
to attract mates, and then rn. L976 a pair produced one egg and raised
the chick, The next breeding was in 1979, outsid"e of the $urvey period,
when a pai-r producecl thr:ee eggs which v\rere washed. by high tides, whereupon

the perir feft. A hybricl male nested every year from L968/1974 inclusi-ve,
eaeh tirne paired with a Q Black-head; no chichs are known to have hatched

so the bird was presuniabl5r ster j-le. AIf nests, other than the one in
L979 which was washed , were on GuIl Island. The L979 nest was in
Spartina east cf the river.



liittiwahe., A sca.rce visitor except in spring when record"s suggest (and

they are supported by reports from other parts of the Hampshlre coast)
that there is a small,/moderate easterly passa€Te in the last hal-f of April/
May, At that time, in the last few spritrgs, Kj-ttiwakes have appeared

moving eastwarcls at Neecls Oar. most of them being adult birds but with a

few immatures as weII"

Black Tern. A regular spring and elutumn migrant along the Solent; scarcc

in surrrrler. Only on two occasions have I seen birds over Blackwater and

the pool-s ; the records have been of i: j-r<ls f lying past (eastwards in spring
ancl mai-nly westwarcls in autr.tmn) or fishing off-shore. Itost of the bird.s

have been in April/lviay and Ju1y/September, and whilst most Jrears i,riIl have

a total well below 100 both in spring and autumn (possibly well below 50

on occasions) there are some years when passage is heavier and over 100

mir.y pass (".e. spring L974). In L97L, 1 stayed in the area for most of
Jr-rne, which is most unusrral"

Common Tern. A common resident and a cornmon/abundant passage mlgrant.
Table XXXVIII shows horr breeding numbers have increased, and along wlth
all the shore-nesting species, this increase has largely happened. since
wardeni-np; starte<l tn L962. Nearly all the birds nest on GulI Island,
nhere until L972 theSr sii;ecl 'bheir nests entirely in Sea Purslane that grows

a1-ong the sides of gullies, ignoring the shingle. In L9l2 a few startecl
to nest on the shin6Jte and within the la.st five yeiirs the vasb majority
of the trirds trave moved out frorn the ijea Pu::slane to three patches of
shin65le on the islanrl's sor"ithern sllore. This movement to shingle is
possibly due to overcrowdirrg of ,,:q]-1s on the island due to its erosional
shrinkage " A few have nested in bpartina in front c'f the coast-guard
cottages, and possibly on the isl-et in Blackwilter" The first birds
appear.in the col-ony in mid-Apr:il, th.e first e{,{gs in the third week of
i,Iay, with the main laying'bowarcls ttre encl of iliay. The first chicks
therefore appear in early Jr.rne and there arie many flying young by mid-
.iuly" Breeding success has been verJr high j-n nrost years, hj-gh tides
being the major threat once wardening kept off trespassers. Birds from
the colony feed largely off Lepe.

Passage birds, clependin.5; on weather conditions of course, are a feature
,rf both spring and autumn, and in autumn feeding groups (possibly 1n
excess of 100) are :regularly seen -lff the shore.

Arctic Tern. A regular spring and autumn migrant, mostly in April /ytuy
and August/September, in unknown numbers since rriost of the large movements

have been of Cornmon/Arctic Terns too far out to specify identity. The

species has l:een seen over Gull Island in summer, but has not been proved
bo breed.

Roseate Tern, An erratic and scarce resirlent and a spring migrant



(possibly regrrlar) in sma}l numbers. Single pairs bred on GulI Island

1n 1959, 1970, Lg74 and ;-g75 (possi'bty 2 pairs in 1975), two of the nesLs

being in Spartina ancl two on iitrir.rgle. tsircls have been seen in summer in
otlrer years (e.g. Lg73 ancl 1-976) an<i rn&Jr h61ys bred. 'Ihe flrst may well

appeall in April (ZZna the earliest at Neecis Oar) , but earty l{ay is the

time when the5, are most f.ikely to be seen f1-;ring east. Records for tlie

whole Sotent show this to be a regular though small movement, but my

linrited time sea-watching at lrleecls Oar hi'rs only procluced a flock of B

flying e:-rst on Iviay 2nd I97f .

Little Tern. A regular i:esident in moderafe numbers (snrall at {irst) and

a regr-rlar passir€le nrigrant in moderate (sornetimes high) numbers. Tab1e

XXXVIII shows breecling numbers, the increase bt:i-ng due almost wholly Lo

warllening ancl sl-te maintainance, because apiart from high tides the main

threa-bs to the species wel:e trespassers (tne colony is very concentrated
ancl marly nests are liable to be destr:oyed':y trespitssers) and erosion of
the sh-Lngte. r,^Ihen this liurvey stay'1,ed, the birds bred on thrift-ccvered
olcl s}1ing}e at the base of the spit, but most eggs disappeared (f mammals).

liince then, although a ferr pairs have tried to nest there agai-n and on

the; ey, i;reme encl of the s;pit , nearly all nerits irave been on one patch of
shingle on the eastern encl of GuIl- Island. Unfortunately, trespassers
! anding for pic-nics :nd so f orth prefer shingle to mud. and Sparti-na t'or
obvious reasons, ancl so bhere were tirres in the early days when the colony
sr.r.f ferecl considerable Camage; it was once almost wj-ped out by trespassers
vrith a. clog. Since wardeningl has rnade trespassing alrnost a thing of thc

trrast, breecling success has rrE;arly always beel1 very high, and tides have

only causerf lirnited clarriage. Ereakwilters have hetped to build up the
shingle and prevent erosion. The first eggs usually appear in the second

weel< of r\a.y, the main lay:ngr occurs a.round the third weel< of i{ay, and the

first chicks a'b tkre end of that month" By the first week in July most

of the young are f}1ri11g, wheirsupon they spread out along the surrounding
sho::e" llhis is now the l-ar'3est concentration of the species in the
county and one of the Ia.::gest oir the English south coast. Birds fron
the colony fish the river, the creeks, Blaclcwa,ter and the pooIs, and

parts of the; sea closer in than 0ommon Terns.

[ag(l_U.+-q].1.!ern" Status as a resident now r"rncertain. At t]re start of r,he

s\rvey period, none were nesting, and none nested in 1978 (or 1979, outsid.e
of ti:re survey period ) , but frorn L962 ta L977 a thriving colony built up
a.l-most solely d.rie to the security ,given by vla::de;ning, r,ve believe, A11

nests have been on GulI Island, sometimes in Spartina and sometimes on

shingle, but all,iays in dense, concentrated f{roups. There was some loss
due to high tides in L972, but up to ancl inclucling L976 the colony had a'ra

enorrrlous success ri-:be (E,.g. L79 pairs ::ai-sed ca.25O young in 1959, and

242 pai-rs reared ?-')O+ yourlg in 1971-). The ciecline is inexplicable on a.



local scale. After building up fairly steadily, the number of pairs
dropped from 21J in f975 to ca.l-00 in 19?6, the latter being a very good

year in terms of breecli-ng success. However, only 15 pairs appeared in
Lg77 (tfre other Hampshire colony was also down to simil-ar number:s), and

those "'iew nests were clestroyed by high tides. It remains to be seen

whether bhe blank of 1978 ..inc1 L979 becomes the norm, or whetirer the
birds recolonise. Birds from the colony forage further afield for food

than the other reslclent terns.
fhey are weII able to hotd tliej-r own with neighbouring Black-headerl

Gulls, clriving ttre larger birds from their nesting sites with eas3, and

I believe tirat the protection given by the mass of gu1ls has helped the
breeding succeBs of the terns in the colony.

'Ihe first are seen i-n i{aroh and there is an easter}y passage of
several- hundred mostly in April-/Wtay. In autumn there is a more

protracted passage when groups also stop and feed along the shore-Ij-ne.

i?azorbill " A very scarce visitnr. There have onl',r been two l-ive birds
in tirc Jrears L969/l?75 inclusive, I on Nov,l4th f971 and l on Apr.4th
L972. Oiled corpses appear from ti.me to tinte.

Guillemot. A ve ry scarce visitor. There have only been two live bird"s

in the years j-969/.-978 inclusive, I on l'eb.23rd 1969 and I on Nov.l4th
1971. Oiled corpses appear from time to time.

d_!:S$,_U-ove.. A regular resiclent in small (perhr:"ps motlerate) numbers ancl

an er::atic winter visitor in rnoderate numbers. The specles is almost
always present just outside the area in the ruins at St. Leonards whe:re

there is a colony (the rnost seen there was 27 on lvlay 26th f96B) and a
few pairs nes'L in the area in tire Larrger trees. In winter, flocks
sorneti-nes appear in the fietds (e.C. 40 on -u'eb.Zlth L972, B0+ on lrlov"2Sth

1971, and 110 on l'eb.I2th. L97B) Uut these records are highly erratic and

such lllocks are usually absent.

Woodpigeon. A comrnon (occasionall-y abundant) winter visitor, breeding
in silall (possibJ-y moderate) numbers. Every winter sees counts reach
IOO/5OO Uut in cold they might be higher. IOOO+ on Dec.zOth 1970 i-s
the hig-;hest count actualllr in the area, but in the extreme cold of early
L963 41-20 flew east on Jan,I2th. During tha't cold period, passi-ng birds
stripped the kal-e f ielcls bare.

Turtle Dove. A regular sumfiier visj-tor, breerling in sma1I numbers. In
autumn counts rnay be around 20 or nlore, and at that time birds are seen
on tire areas of older shingle that are coverecl with vegeta'bion.

Q_qflA.q,gdJgve.. As yet an erratic visitor in small numbers. Idone were
seen in 1;he early years of the survey period, but in the pas-b few ;resrs
they ha.ve been recor<led from t;ime to time " They have appeared. most



regularly round Blackwater House and. the nearby farm buildings, but they

have also &ppeareri in the october coasting movement of passerines and

others have moved past in spring (e.g. 5 fLew east on Apr'21st L974)'

The most seen on any one day in the area was 5 on Aug'Ioth 1975' burt 14

flew east on Oct"l4th L973.

Cuckooo A regular suffxmer visit'-rr in sma]] numbers"

Barn QwL, A pair bred in a hollow tree for several years, and frum time

to time birds are seen hranting in the area"

Little Ow1" There have been occasional reports from trees in the shore

area, where the speci-es has possibly bred' It is also ProbablY regula::

in the ruj-ns at st.. lecnar"ds, just outside the survey area'

Tawny OwI" Status unkncwn, but it has been heard at ni-ght'

Short-ea.red OwL" An irregular wj-nter vi-sitor. In some winters there

inotherwinte:rsabirdmayappearonisolatedd'ates;ar:e no records;
in yet other uj-nters , L/2 birds may be regularly present for weeks on

enc1. They are rnostly seen in the open shore aTee- where they hunt

am<.rngst the gorse ancl krushes " The last clate I have is Mar ' 25th and'

the earl-iest return on Nov .Jrd.

Nisht.iar "
I once heard a bird churri-ng i-n summer, but that i-s my only

record o

Swift" A common and regular pa.ssage migrant. It is not known whether

any have ever bred in iuild"ings in t'he arean

Kingfiq.l€r" A fairly regular winter visitor with occasiional records for

summer, t/5 birds are seen with some regularity outsj-de of the brec ding

season, the latest date being Apr.5th ancl the first return (apart from

summering birds) on July 9th, though ::eturns are nornially in September"

I was present through the summer of 1965 and between the dates given

above there have been birds on Jrrne 21st 19?O and June 20th 197I' Bird's

glre seen rnostly around the pools and ri.itches, with one or two much

favoured. perches, but they sometimes hunt tl.:e ljpartina and the shore.

In yecent years, the very 1ow water' levels of the autumn perlod (when

the birds return) seem to have preventecl them staying.

Hoo.poe. A very scarce visitor. The onl.y record was 1in the vicinity
of the coast-guard cottages on Oct .tst/2nd, L967.

Green Wooclpecker" Qccaslonal records, especially from the shore area
in theduring autumn, suggesting passage. It may weII breed r:egular}y

wood.land. to which I have ]rad n,r access.

Great Spo tted" Woodpecfter. An erratic visitor though it may well
the r"roocl}ancl. Odd bircis Seem to appear late in the year in the

nest in
shore

bushes (u.S. singte birits on ldov "2gtl1 )-g|g and Nov.22nd 1970), and in



spring (e.g. 1 on Apr.24tyL L96,6) suggesting passage.

Lesser Sjpotteci Woodpecker " One record only, a single bird in the shore

bushes on Aug,2Ttl1 1978, th.ough it could weII breed in the unvisited
woodlarnd,

Skvlark A resiclent in moderate nurnbers rrrith regular autumn passagea

(especially in October) when numbers fly past as a part of the passerine
movement at that time" .lji-rds breed in fields all round the area.

Swal]ow, A resident (numbers i:lknown) and an abundant passage migrant.
A fetr pairs nest in the builclings but autumn sees the heavy passage when

hundreds (sometimes several- thousand) pass in one c1ay. At that time of
year, Swallows also feed in numbers over the fiel-ds and coastal- marshes.

House Magtin. A resiclent i-n small/moderate nunbcrs and. a common passage
migranto A few nest on buildin6;s in thc; area (e.S. the buildings around
Blackwater House) but there has not been a complete survey of the area.
In a.utumn, several hundred may pass in a single day and birds gather on

telegraph wires prior to mj-g:ration, especialJ-y those near Blackwater
I{ouse 

"

Sand Martin. An abundant migrant" In autumn, although none nest in or
near the area, numbers uiass on telegrapg wlres, especially near to
Blackr,vater llouse (e.g. ca.l5O0 on Aug"Z4th ]-g7f), and. numbers passing in
a single day at the lieight of a.utunn migratlon may total over a thousand,
tirough hundreds would be morc usual.

Gokle;n Oriole . A rare srxnmer visitor. The only record is of a singing
6 on Jrrne 9th 1979 ( outside the survey peniod ) , in a wood to the west of
the track leadi.ng to Needs Oar. point.

Carri-on Crow. Being a game area, this is not a species much welcomed by
some. Peiirs have nested in the trees aro,und Blackwater, and- small
( occasionally ntoderate ) numbers migkrt be seen at any time outslde of the
breecling season, on the shoz'e, in the Sparrtinar or in the field area.
Hooti"ed Crow. A ve ry scarce winter visitor. I on -f'eb.5th 1967. 1 on
Apr.l8th LglL which was subsecluently shot by the keeper. A hybrid
Ilooded x Carrion was scen on Ju15r 4th j-gTI"

Rook' There is no rookery in the area, though there is a smal-l one very
close by at St. Leonards. A11 birds seen at:e merely feed"ing or flying
over. Rooks are very often absent. They certainly pass Needs Oar on
their way to and from the IsIe of Wight, a flight line which seems to be
fairly regular. Rooks atre sometimes seen feed"ing in the fiel-ds (very
often in those fiel-ds just east of the rj-ver and just outside the survey
area) anrl can often be seen jn the skies around.

Jackdq.w. fn sunrner a few are nearly ah,;ays in the gu11ery, and although



they are known to take eggs, the EJulIs do not seem to be much worried
b3r 'bheir presence and they are ilut ruthtessly driven away. 0utsi"d.e of
the breeding season Jackdaws may be seen feeding in the avea, and they
pass Needs Oal on their way to and from Wight.

Magpie. One orbwo birds are often recorded all round the area (B1ack-

water itself is a much. favoured spot for: one pair) but I have never had

a count of double figures.
J'ay. Nearly all records have come from the shore a-rea in autumn, numbers

always being 6 or less. October sees a good deal of Jay movement j.n

Hampshire and such is the case at Neecls Oar for that j-s the tlme when

ttrey are most 1i-kely to be seen on the shore (e,.g^ 6 flew east on Oct.I2th
L975 in a huge passerine movemerrt) " Presumably birds also arrlve in
the wooded areas to which I have no access, but sjLnce that is the centre
of Pheasant rearing they wluJ-d not, be very welcorne.

Great Tit,. A resident in the area. Numbrers a:ie hjighest in the autumn
when Great Tits ar:r"ive jln the shore arca as part of the genera3- t.it,
movement of that time.

BIue Tit. A resident whose numtrers are mue.h increased. in autumn h,y

arri,vals in the shore area. At, times the gorse seems to be aLive with
Blue Tin;s in Oct.rber (e.e. 50+ on both Oct.l-7th 1964 and Oct"8th 1966 in
a very li.mitecl ai:ea) . This is typical of the whole llampshirie coast at
that time of year.

Coal Tit. Status unknown i:n the vr.,,oded area. Frum t,he shore I have
only two recorcls, those bcing si-ng]e birds on Sept.5th, 1971 and Oct,loth
197t.

lvlarsh 1':L'!. There have been very infrccluent records of a/2 birds i-n the
shore area from August/January, most of whictl are d,oubtless part of the
auturnn tlt movement aLong the }lampshire coast,

Lons-t ailcd Tit. Occasional parti-es occur outside of the breedJ-ng season,
mostly as part of the autumn tit movement. The largest parties have
been 28 on Oct.l4th 1973 (h:rgh numbers were recorded in other coastal
locallties that auturnn) and 20 on Oct.t6th l_9'lr,7. fhe species may well
breed., but I have never found a nest.

Bearded Tit. An errat ic autumn and winter visltor. ALI records are
given, L2 on Oct .22nd" and ]lst 1972 were the first to be reported from
the area, wlth snnalle:: numbers remaining until ] on Jan.'Ftlx L973. 2,
I{ar.I8th, 197,3 " A1} t,hese }rere i.n reeds on or around Bl-ackr,rater. 3

flew east on Oct.l2th L9.t5 in a huge passerine passage. fhe very first
birds in 1972 were part of the largest i-nflux ever recorded. i-n Hampshire
up to that time.

t
I



Nuthqtch. A resiident in small numbers, the odd bird being occasionally
seen in trees along the shore area.

Treecreeper. A resident in small numbers , odd birds being occasionally
seen in trees along the shore area.

Wren. A widespread. resiilent. Outside of the breeding season, the
bushes along the shore al:e sometimes subject to marked i,nflu:les. Extracts
from the Hampshir:e Bird Report cluote ure as saying that the area was
t'seething with Wrenstr on Nov.lzth l-96"[, and that Wrens were 'ral-I over
the placeil on Dec"4t1n L966.

Mist1e Thrush. A resiclent in small numbers, with birds likely to be
seen in the area on evel:y visit through the year.

Fi.elLlfare " Ilecr-rcled every winter fr.om Septemberfearly April, but numbers
trepend very nruch on the weather. Birds do not seem to stay in the area
f or any length of tiine but appear presumabl-y as part of a passage r or
bi.rds from a large feediing area j:,n tl".e s;urror"mding New Forest sometimes
visi-'b, Needs Oar. 0n one visit the observer may see no birds at a1l; on
the nex-b there may be hunclreds in the fieIds. Obviously cold weather
movements result i:n infl-uxes of bird.s mi,.rrating through or over the etrea.

Sons fhrush A residerrt, seen i:r small/mod.erate numbers throughout the
year. The species has been recorded passing al-ong the shore j-n autumn
(especially October) as part of 'the passerine movement of that time.
Red.wins ' The status is exactl.y the same as tliat of the Fieldfare; vrhen
one speci-es is present the other is usr-rally there as well, and when one
is absent so probabl.y is the other. 0n the other hand, there are times
when one species dominates the gathe::ings"

Blackhird. A res j-dent in mode.rate numbers, ever-present through the
year and a good deal more numerous t,han the Song Thrush. As with the
Song Thrushr some Blachbircls have been seen in the aut,umn passerine
movernent along the sho-e.

Wheatear. A spring ancl autunin nrigrant in small nrmbers; :rather scarce
in spring, when the IsIe u,f Wight seems to inte::cept passerine mlgrants,
hut much more frecluent i-n autumn. I have never had. a count of, double
figures llor t,he a,rea, the highest count being 9 on Atrlr.Bth 1961 followed
b-v B on Aug.llth l_978 and" Sept ,Zgtyl 1968.
suitabJ-e nesting habitat on the shore but

There wou,Id seem to b,e

I have never found a breediing
pair. Incleed, they are unusual between pass&qes.

,{hincha"t. A regulai: autumn visitor irn small numbers but very scarce in
spring. The onry spri.ng record r have is of a 3 on lvlay Ist L9??. From
Augus"b/ear:1y 0ctober however", Whj.nchats in the fj.elds are typicaL features
of t}:e area, 't,he hi-ghest counts being ll on sept.l5th 1962 and g on bottr



Aug.Z}th L973 and Sept.?th L965. They are founcl particularly j,n the

fi.eld.s between Blackwater and the coast-guard cottage,s, either sitting
on the fence posts or ferecling in the fields with cattle. 

.

Stonechat. A regular wj-nter visitor In smal-l nsgnfo,€rs. I have not
recordecl the species i,-n ivlay/Ju.ty inclusive, and August records have been

few in number. Septernber/October sees the rnain return, and then birds
are recorcled through to I'ebruary, though sightings are fewel after
November whi-ah suggests that bircls are moving throligh the area in
September/November with only a fer,'i staying for the winte:r. Very few

have been seen in l{arch/April. The highest count was 11 on Oct.8th
Lg72; otherwise counts have.; been of 5 or less" The birds have heen

found mostly in gcrse and bramble by t,he shore, and are presumabJ.y

moving out from t,he New tr'o:rest with tire rlr.st;t of wlnter.

P-eclstart. A scarce passage migrant" I have only a handful of records
for autumn. trt will be seen from this a,nd o'ther small migrants that,
Need"s Oar is much better for such species in autumn than spring.

l;ligLt:Lngale. I{y only r:ecord is of a 6 singing nr:ar the coast-guard
cottages on May 2ls"b L972.

Robiq, A resident whose nurnbers are unknowrj.

Reerl Warbler" A resj-clent in the reeds eirorNrcl Blackwater (9 pairs 1n

L974) and possibly one or tr'ro of the other:reed patches. Birds move

through. in autunn, bu,t rrr..unbers ha,ve always been small (there is a verJr

l*rnit;ed" area of reed).

Sed6ie ldarbler. A resi-dent (especially near Blackwater and the pools)
in snrall (possibly motLera'be) numbers (fg singing 66 in l-9'70). Blnls
move through in autumn.

lielocli-ous lr/arb1er. A rare visitor:. G.II.Rees recorded the only one in
bushes just west of the coast-55uard cotta"ges t;n Oct"l-7th L964.

B1ackcap. A resiclent , but there is no i.nformation on numbers.

Gard.en l'Irirbler. Status unknown. The spocies has been recorded, hence

its appearance on this l-ist.
wti_tS-[!rr-oat,. A resident in small numbers, with cormts incrcased by
migrants, especi-ally i,n etBtumn.

I.lesse:r Whitethroat. Birr-ls havc 'br;en hcard s inging j.n summer but I have
not proved breedi-ng. Snall numbers in auturfil are quite a f,eature of
the bush areas.

Dartforrl lrlarblelr. Before the cr:asli in New Forest numbers in the cold
winbers of t952/51 and 1963/6,4, udcl bircls were seen after the breed"ing
season jn gorse along the shore (e-g. 1..rn Oct.7th L961, 2 on Oct.28th



1961 , L/2 on l{ov,5th 1961 ancl I on: July 29th L962), This was the case

with othern parts of the Hampshire coast. Nbri that New Forest nur,rllers
irave recoveredi, cuastal :iecorcls i.n Hanpshj-re have occur:red. again, and
Need.s Oar has been one of the sites concerned (e.g, 1, Sept.21st L976).

Wil}or,^r !,larbler. A resident (nrunbers wrknorvn) and migrant. In spri_ng,
there is not a marked passage (in common with so many small migrants)
but in. autumn there are alwa5rs nlunbers of Willow Warblers and" Cirj.ffchaffs
in the heclges and shore bushes 

"

Chiffchaff . As for Wil_l-ow Warlr Ier.
Gol-d.cres!. Breed"ing status unknown. Ilirrls alre seen quite f,requentry
in the arear, especiail-y in autumn when they clearly take part in the
passerine
are likeJ'y

Fi-recrest.

movement, October
to be seen"

i-n particu-lar ireing t,he month when nurubers

An unusual visit;r, though no

I have -

doubt overl-ooked. I on
Mar.24tl1 f96B j-s the only record

D otted catcher. A resident il1 sma1l numbers, with more recorded" at
tiines of mLgration.

Hed se Sparrow , A widespread resident founcl jrn almost every hedgerow
and patch of bushes, but there is no cluant jltative 11f ormation.
I'{eadow Pipit A surnmer resiclent with numbe::s being much increasecl in
winte:: and at times of passzrge. 'I'here are tiimes in autumne especially
duuring October, when influxes make the low niarshy fields seem to be
swartning with the species (".g. i.n a very confined area just south of
Blachwater, ca.7o on Oct.2nd A955 and 60+ on Oct.6th Lgl4) ancl bircls are
i'nvo]-ved
tg73) .

in the autumn passerine movement (".s. b0 f,rew east on Oct.l4th

Ri,-chard s I Pin:Lt. A rare visitor. The only recorcl was of I on 0ct.6th
L974 in the rnarshy fields i-rnmediately soutir of Blackwater.

Tar+n1r Pi pj:t. A rare visitor. The onry record, was of 1 on sept.5rd.
1963 at the base of the old shingle spit.
Rock Pipit A regular winter vi.sitor to the shore from 0ctober/March
inclusive (ulros heLve been seen so late in lvlarch that some cloubtLess
stay i-nto Apri]-) . The most that I have seen on any one d"ei'Le has been
10 on Dec.Jlls'b l9't5 and 9 on lr{:rr.Bth f9?O.

Water Pip:-t. A ralre visitor. The only recoricl was of I by the Gins Far,m
on Mar.26th 1960.

Pj,ed Wastail Oeld]-y enough, there is very r.ittle positive informationa

on this species. It is present throughout the yea:r, but I have no,t
f ouncl any large numbers and I have not for.rnd any roosts. A few pairs
cloubtless hreed "



White !i agtail. Ocoasional, b,irds are seen l-n spring.

A very occasj-onaI visi-tor. Very fe.w have been seen onQqqr-W_agleil.
the grorurcl, and the smaf-t hanclful of records have been mostly of bri.rds

flying over.

Yel)-ow Wagtail. Rather scarce J-n spri-ng but a regular autumn migrant i-n

moderate numbers. Ivlost springs have been devoid of record.s (see Willow
Warbler for corunent on smal} migrants) Uut i-n August/September
(occasionally JuIy ancl 0ctober with the latest on Nov.Z:nd L963) Yellorar

Wagtails feedir-ng amorrrgst cattle in"bhe grassy fields are typicaL of the
area. 0n any one day nunrbers may weII be below 20, and the highest
counts that I have are 30+ on Sept.2Oth 1970 and ca"lO or,l Aug,24th 197I.
There i-s suitable breedi:r;g habitat but the specles disappears i.n sumnier.

-@'AverySCarcewintervrsitor.fheon1yrecordsare
of I eating a 6 Chaffinch by Gins Farm on Apr.Bth 1950 and of l tliat
live.d. in the hedge by the roacl to the shore from Feb.4th/May.l7th lL95B.

Ste.rl,fng. Present throughout the year. Numbers in the f ields in wj-nter
sometimes exceed IO0O, whi-Ist cor.mts of birds flying past at times of
migrati-on (especially j.n October) *.ry well reach that proportion.
Birds breed all round the area irr trees and buildings, but we have nu

idea of numbers.

Finq"hg;. In the early years of the survey, one or two fie]-d.s a1-ong the
coastal stretch were gj'ven over to kal.e, which had a more than liberal-
sprinkling of the weed Fat l{en which attracted }arge fineh floeks in
wi-rrter, After a visit from a representative of Fisons, the farmer used
a weeclki1-le:r' which wiped out the Iat }len and in the last felrt years the
kale has been moved to more norther:Iy fields. These two facts together
have much reduced finch numh,ers so'bhat species such as the Tree Sparrow,
oncc a comrnon win'ber visitor, are now much :led'uced..

Greenf inch. Resi-dent (nurnbers unknown) and a common winter visitor and
autumn migrant. l-n vrinter th.ere might be up to 500 in flocirs in tire
area (decreased since the change j.n kale growing) whil-st i:r:. autumn
/.(espccially October) ttre specles is one of the main ones involved in the
c.oasting wrovement of passerincs when soveri:.l hr.urdreri may pass in a ciay.

Golclfinch. Rcsideiit i_n ve ry small numbers ancl a common autumn migrant.
In Sep'Lemb,er/October, }eir'ge counts are J-ike1y to be seen either inr the
area (e,g, c&,100 on Sept "22nd. l-9?4 and ca.BO on Oct.)rd 19?6)or passing
as one of the main species involved in the autumn passerjmre movement
(".g. hundreds flying east on Oct.f4tti l9'1,"t, several hulclrecl fJ-yi.:eg east
on Oct.5th L969, cz"JOO flying east on Oct,7rc1 1964 and 500+ flying east
on Oct.Jlst, 1964). In winter the species is usually absent.



Siski[. AT,L birds recorded ]rave been flying over, mostly i-n auturnn as

part of the passerine movemen'b a'b that time, the largest count recorded

being 20 flying east on Oct.t4th L973"

I-,innet" A resident (probably in moderate numbers), a common/abundant

autumn migrant and a common winter visi.tor. $everal hr.ind.red" may be

present in winter (fewer since the change in kale growing), these birds
being ej-ther in kaler or in gorse, or on the tide-Iine amongst the wretck.

It is the main species involved in the autumn passerine movement when

birds are either seen in the area (".s. 600+ on oct-tst L967 and"'hundreds

on Oct.Bth L966) or flying past (e.S. IOOO flying east on Oct.t-4th Lg77,
several hundred flying east on Oct .5tyr L969, and 610 flyfng east on Qct.

7rd 1964).

Redr.)o-1"1. Nearl-y all records have been of bircls flying over, mostl.y in
autumn as part of the passerine coasting movement (".S.21O flying east

on 0ct.12th L975 and I0O+ flying east on Oct,t4th 1_973).

BuIlfinch. Present throughout the year, but nothing is known quantitat-
except th:rt I havtl never had more than a dozen on

any one date.

Crossbil].. A in conifers

allowed a very

with man before.

Chaffinch. A resident in smalI/moderate numbers, &rr autumn migrant in
modera-be numbers and a comnon wj-nter visitor (numbers lower in winter
siLnce the change in kale grow:ng) n Several hundrecl may be present in
winter but no large numbers have been seen in the autumn passerine
movements.

Brambline An irregular winter visitor', usually in small nu:nbers. Odd

ively about numbers

.rare visitor. The onl_y recorrl is of 2 66

east of the coast-guard cotl,ages on ldov.28th 19Tr. They

close approach and gavc the impression of not having met

bir:ds have been seell i-n finch flocks amongst kale, in the fields r 01- on
the ticle-}ine, but there have been winters when r have not recorded &nyr
and the hlgtrest count was 30 on Feb.2lst 1-969, The earliest date vras
a singlc bird on Oct.B1,h 1956.

Ycllowhammer. A resident in smal] numbers and a winter visitor in
morle::ate numbers. Counts i.,f 40 are usual in winter"



Corn Bunting. A very scarce visitor. The only records are of 4 on

ivLar.28th l-gTL in the gorse area by the shore, and I on Jan.gth 1972.

Ree-cl !_U:rtf:fg. A resident (numbers unknown) and a wi"nter visitor iJI

moder.a.te numbcrs. 'Ihe bircls usecl to use the kal-e very much in the days

when it grew by the shore anrl contaj-nec1 Fat Hen. 0n Hay 14th l-96'7t

16 singing 66 wore counted in the Bl:rckwater area, whilst in wj-nter
counts of 50+ have been marle on EL number of occasions "

Snow llrrnting. A ve ry scarce winter vj-sitor o 1, Oct .28th l-961. 1,
Jan.5th 1961o I flying north, Dec.9t,h L973 " I 9, Oct.1oth' 1,977.

Ilouse Spar:row " ?resent throughout the year but numbers are unknown.

Treq $-pa::fqy. The status of t,his species hzrs much altered' since t,ire:

change in kale growing. When weed.y kale was grown near thc shoret
'r'ree Spar:iows were regular visitors from late September/early Ap:r'i}
(maxo c&.4O0 on Dec.16th 1951), but they ar:e much J-ess reg;u1ar now ancl

numbers a,re usually srnal-I. Often over the last few wintersr vj-sits
have not produced a single bircl. Tree Sparrows also occur in the
autumn movement of passerines.

White-throated Sparrow. Dr. J.T.R.Sharroclc recorded. I j-n the shore
gorse on May 19th 1961-, the bird, probably having come straight off a

transat]-anti.n liner.
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