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Å  Pan-Europe -79% 1980-2014 

Turtle dove in trouble 
Long-term decline:  

ÅUK -97% in abundance 1970-2013 

ÅUK -51% in range since 1970 

Breeding 

1988-91 

Breeding 

2008-11 
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Å -94% in the SE 1995-2014 
Å -62% across Europe 1980-2005 
 





Widespread but deteriorating conservation status 

IUCN Red List:  Vulnerable (Near Threatened in EU27)  



Causes of decline 

Poor reproductive 
success in the UK ς 
habitat availability 
and changes in diet 

Reduced breeding success 

Hunting on migration 

Habitat changes on the 
wintering grounds 

Disease 



Research in the breeding grounds 
Establishing safe nesting and 
feeding habitat in the breeding 
range 

Ensuring safe passage on migration 
Research on migratory route 
and on the wintering grounds 



Reduced breeding success 

ÅReduction in the number of nesting attempts per 
season 
 

ÅReduction in no. chicks fledged per pair per 
season 

 

ÅChange in seed diet over time 
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25% Early English vetch 
20% Birdsfoot trefoil 
20% Early white clover 
20% Black medick  
10% Early red clover 
5%   Fumitory 
 
Sowing rate: 15kg/ha  











2 km 
Nests 





Hunting on migration 

Western European Flyway 

to model impact on population: 

Å what is population size  
Å what are the migration routes? 
Å where are TD hunted? 
Å do locations of hunting and stop-over sites overlap?  
Å do hunting windows and migration times overlap?  
Å how many are shot? 











Factors on the wintering grounds 










