OPEN DAY 2016
A Report by Ian Julian

A celebration for the Bird Atlas was held at Winchester Town Hall on 13th of January. First time
most of us had ever been into this landmark building, and it had obviously had enjoyed extensive
recent renovations in the interior. The event, organised by Keith Betton was enjoyed by all who
attended, mainly those who had contributed the most to this book.

Andy Clements gave a speech of thanks, Alan Snook presented John Eyre with a framed picture, and
in his speech John picked out a few names for their contributions, but said there were really too
many to thank, and this of course includes everybody who sent in their records.

John continued with this theme as he gave a short talk to the HOS Open Day, also held as usual at
Winchester, on 2nd of April. Our President Chris Packham was unable to attend for the second year
running due to filming commitments, but was able to address us via a recorded video message. As I
watched it I wondered what it reminded me of, and then it dawned on me! It was a throwback to
the early Star Treks, when a video would suddenly play, and a long-deceased individual would
suddenly reveal a warning as to why his planet was extinguished and everyone died. I just hope to
goodness this was not an omen, and Chris is okay.
His main themes were on conservation, do what YOU can, and also he kept referring to the
excellence of the Hampshire Atlas. Amazingly, he recorded all of this on his smartphone, yet despite
the huge screen, it came over in perfect quality.
If you have ever heard Edward Mayer before, speaking about Swifts, you know what to expect, and
you do get the idea that he rather likes these birds. To say he is keen on the subject, in no way
indicates the passion and love of Swifts, and who can blame him. They catch up to 20,000 insects a
day, monogamous when they meet up again each year, flying thousands of miles to return to the
same nest site, yet declining if it has been moved by 2 inches, and so on, the more we learn the

more we are fascinated.

They are declining for the usual reasons, huge decline in insects, but also lack of nest sites, so
Edward pleaded with us to do something about this. We did put up some nest boxes in
Bournemouth, together with the necessary sound system, and hope that one day these majestic
flyers will find a home suitable for their requirements.

Mark Constantine and Magnus Robb gave their talk on The Sound Approach. This is their approach
to birding, using sounds to identify birds, as an addition to our usual visual recognitions. Five books
have been published on the subject, and as a result of their work, a new owl was discovered, or
rather rediscovered after 70 years. It says much that Mark can take such an interest in a subject,
and share his love of birding and Poole Harbour, as well as heading Lush and its worldwide empire.
Mark also supports the charity ‘birdsofpooleharbour’, taking children out birdwatching around the
harbour, introducing them to nature.
We then enjoyed the break to converse with colleagues, friends and enemies, many of whom we
only meet up with on this annual event. It’s a chance to put them right on matters of conservation,
to brag about what you have seen, to hear the latest gossip, to enjoy the wonderful wildlife art and
books.

The main speaker this year was our own HOS member Russell Wynn, but best known by us for his

expert knowledge of seabirds and the birds of the New Forest. Talk about timing. Working with
Marcus Ward and the rangers, he had just released onto YouTube the first ever video of a Pine
Marten in the New Forest!
The questions can now be answered. How many are there? Is the territory expanding? How did
they get here: were they deliberately or accidentally released, or did they find their own way back to
an historic homeland? And the answer to all of these is that nobody knows. But, they will now try
to determine numbers. With up 100 Goshawks now in the Forest, the squirrels lives have changed
for the worse.
Russell mentioned other aspects of the Forest with Firecrests numbers now around the 1,000 mark,
and the slightly controversial view that there may be more winners than losers with global warming.
He also told us about his years of seawatching in Cornwall, with groups of volunteers and their many
adventures and sightings, and showed us the latest technological advances in oceanography, robotic
yellow submarines with GoPro cameras that last for weeks. All in all, a fast-moving and amusing
talk, and that is I believe, the way lectures have to be now, in this social media world.

A thank you to all of those who organised it all, I am tired of writing about good these are, but they
are, year after year. Jonathan Mycock is standing down as chairman of the Sub Committee after 5
years (he now endures the misfortune of working and living in Sussex) but if we find enough heavies,
may be ‘persuaded’ to continue to oversee our biggest event of the year. Let’s hope so.
So it is all good news, the Hampshire Bird Atlas, 4 excellent talks, another great and free Open Day
with about 300 attending, and finally ‘Bird Trail’ is to return. We hope it will be a return to the
professional ways and bigger than ever, and we hope that Chris can attend. Thanks to Patricia for
volunteering to run it, and I am sure any of you will help her if required, and also get the children to
come along.

There are certain things everyone should do in our short lifespans, and whatever your age, there is
still time to at least try it: see the Rolling Stones live, play the Old Course St Andrews, get divorced,
and attend a HOS Open Day.

By Ian Julian
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