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     Contributions for Hampshire Bird Report 2015 
 
Preparations have begun for the next Hampshire Bird Report due to be 
published before the end of this year, and contributions of papers or 
short notes are invited from members. If you would like to have some-
thing considered, please submit a synopsis as soon as possible to Mike 
Chalmers at chalmersam@gmail.com. In addition to papers, short notes 
of local interest of one or two pages or less are welcome. Also, if you are 
a photographer and have not already submitted images taken in Hamp-
shire during 2015 to Alan Lewis, the Photographic Editor, please do so 
as soon as possible. Information can be found on p.181 of the last Bird 
Report and further details can be obtained from Alan at: 
alanlewis1@virginmedia.com. 

 

Mike Chalmers 
 
 

 

mailto:chalmersam@gmail.com%20/%20_blank
mailto:alanlewis1@virginmedia.com%20/%20_blank
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DEADLINE FOR AUTUMN 2016 KINGFISHER 
 KINGFISHER   1st July 2016 

                                          Editorial 

The Editorial is back but I still donôt have too much to say except to draw your 

attention to  a number of pages in this issue that may be of interest. 

Firstly I considered that it was time to give information about sending pictures 

for HOS. A very large number of pictures are received, most of them of very 

high quality. Only a selection can be used and there are some issues that 

have arisen and which I would like to highlight. Please read page 8 if you 

send pictures or are intending to do so. 

On page 9 there is a book review by Alan Snook that may be of great interest 

to anybody involved in the New Forest in some way. I am sure that most 

readers visit this fascinating area, at least occasionally. 

Later in the magazine, on page 34, Dr Patricia Brown, gives details of the Bird 

Trail 2016, as part of her article óBuilding a Legacyô. After a break in 2015 the 

Bird Trail is back but please note that it will be happening in September, 

much later in the year than previously.  

On page 39-40 Andy Broadhurst informs us a Facebook group that he has 

set up to assist with the recording of Swifts in Hampshire. Fuller details of this 

appear on page 40. 

Also for anyone considering submitting articles for the Hampshire Bird Report 

please refer to Mike Chalmerôs article on page 2. 

Another item of interest is the gruesome series of pictures on page 41, of a 

Magpie eating a bat. A very unusual sighting. I can follow this up with a rec-

ord of a Jackdaw perched on a branch and devouring a Wood Mouse. I saw 

this today (12th April) at Warsash Common but no camera available. 

Thank you, Phil Budd. 
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  KINGFISHER 

  

Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
  

The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers 
 

Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.   Addi-
tional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  You 
can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in all four 

issues with or without photos/artwork. 
 

The rates are Ã90 full page, Ã50 half page, Ã35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 
also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 

up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 
 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

  
                       

ñWEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.ò 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing ï Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.    

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates ï telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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                            The rise and fall of Hoslist 
 
Itôs a shame that Hoslist no longer attracts or motivates enough individ-
uals to contribute more to the siteôs forum. Iôm just as guilty, but the site 
just doesnôt have general appeal, and thatôs a shame because the site is 
directly particular to Hampshire. 
 
But I did check it out after the HOS AGM 2015, just to see if anybody else had 
thoughts about Dr Potts Grey Partridge lecture, and was prepared to com-
municate their thoughts, but alas no takers, perhaps they were all happy with 
what they had heard? 
 
Although Iôm very much in favour of helping these birds, I came to the conclu-
sion after his lecture that I could not see an awful lot of difference from the old 
style practice of game keeping to the óconservationô procedures being adopted 
on His Grace, the Duke of Norfolk Estate. As far as I could ascertain these 
birds were being reared with the sole intention to be shot, no matter how 
much you wrapped it up in conservation rhetoric. 
 
So this got me thinking about the amount of traffic Hoslist attracted in March 
over the siteôs history. March seemed a good month to choose with incoming 
and departing winter migrants. Looking at the current 2015 total there were 28 
submissions, so it was time to draw a graph (see page 7). 
  
Graphs are great tools to portray to an audience a quick and visual means of 
information. If we look at this graph, we had a burst of enthusiastic contribu-
tors summiting to a March peak in 2007 (red), thereafter tailing off down to the 
28 (orange) in March of 2015. The graph shows a gradual rise to a fairly sta-
ble platform of contributors for a consistent number of years. 
 
So what was everybody writing about in 2007 and not in 2015? Well people 
were more prepared to write about their day and where they had gone and 
what birds they had seen. The frequency of response was greater too! 
 
People wrote on a variety of subjects. There were Hampshire listers which 
recorded the yearly total, again a good topic for debate. The perennial issue  
of wildfowling on RSPB land raised its head again, today we still get asked 
that same question and the answers the same, wildfowlers get issued a li-
cense under strict regulations from the RSPB, itôs not ideal, more a historic 
solution. Bizarrely, a subject to tax the most knowledgeable, ñdo birds make 
love with their eyes shut?ò 
 
                 ò. 
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So why has the numbers dropped so dramatically on the Hoslist site? Well, 
technology has moved on, everyone tweets and uses Face Book to communi-
cate, there the content can be shorter and abbreviated. More people are blog-
ging their own daily experiences, the best attracts followers, add the fantastic 
images that can be obtained using smart devices and these blogs come to life, 
but they need to be kept maintained up-to-date. 
 
Hoslistôs recent subject matter can be mundane and repetitive. Relaying a 
continuous dialog on the whereabouts of a particular bird can be tedious for 
the reader and Going Birding should be the home for such information. But 
generally I feel that people just canôt be bothered to respond. How you make 
the site more interesting is difficult because of the restriction placed on the 
site, by allowing images to associate with written text might help. But realisti-
cally the whole site needs a revamp. 
 
Failing that by modeling Hostlist on the better blogs, my favourite being Brian 
Fellowôs Emsworth diary, which I try to read at least once a week, just might 
breathe some life back into forum. Brianôs blog provides a visual means of 
purveying local wildlife, forthcoming events information and articles on a daily 
basis in Hampshire. 
 

Thomas Bickerton 
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            Sending photographs for Kingfisher 
 
Firstly may I say that I am very impressed with the number of photographs 
(mainly of birds) that are sent for inclusion in Kingfisher and I am even more 
impressed with the quality of the great majority of these. Also the number of 
photographs received  may be increasing; certainly 75 more were saved in 
my HOS pictures album in 2015 than was the case in 2014.  
 
Unfortunately over the period since I became editor  (April 2013 to Decem-
ber 2015) only 20.6% (roughly one fifth) of the pictures actually appeared in 
the Kingfisher. Please donôt be disappointed therefore if any particular pic-
ture does not appear in this magazine. Many more pictures are published on 
the web-site soon after they are received and any could be considered for  
inclusion in the Annual Reports or other HOS publications so they are all 
very gratefully received. 
 
Most of the pictures received include the essential details of species, 
site, date and photographer and this is important. I would not normally 
publish pictures without these details in Kingfisher but may retain them for 
other HOS uses if they are of very good quality. Also it is best that this infor-
mation is included on the photo label and not just the e-mail message title.  
 
Species and name of photographer is seldom a problem, although occa-
sionally birds are misidentified so I always check this. Sometimes dates are 
not included but this is an important detail especially for less common birds 
because photographs are often useful to confirm records. Dates are often 
found on the photograph properties but I have found that this is not a 100% 
reliable source of information so please label the photograph with the date. 
Site is also important, please at least confirm that the photo was taken in 
Hampshire. If not taken in Hampshire I want to know the county or country it 
was taken in please. Again this is important for record confirmation but I en-
deavour not to publish the breeding sites of sensitive species.  Pictures that 
go with articles donôt necessarily require date or site and I will assume that 
the photographer is the article writer unless informed otherwise.  
 
One last thingðplease be patient with me in the period April to July, 
especially May and June! I am an ecologist and I am very busy at this time 
of year and often away from my laptop. I always acknowledge pictures re-
ceived but it might sometimes take me up to at least 10 days to do this and 
to process  the pictures at this particular time of the year.  
 

Thank you, Phil Budd (Editor) 
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                   A Conundrum by Mike Wearing 
 
ANSWER  
  
ñ Razorbill, Guillemot and Puffinò 

Explanation: An invoice for razorbills, a ógillyô is a highland servantôs MOT bill 

and an out of breath King William (Puffing Billy). 

Note: This conundrum appeared on page 11 of Kingfisher No. 150. 

                                            BOOK REVIEW 
 
New Forest Reflections by Rosemary and Dan Powell 2015 
ISBN 978-0-9572301-2-5 Paperback. 80pp @ Ã9.95 
 
The New Forest is somewhere that I know very well, having spent more than 
fifty years traversing its confines in my quest to understand more about the 
unique character of a jewel in the English landscape. There are numerous 
books about the New Forest, however if you want to get a flavour of the flora 
and fauna to be found there, then this is the book for you. Rosemary and 
Dan have both been visitors to this place for many years too and appreciate 
how difficult at times it can be to see things. Through their delightful sketch-
es and paintings they show us a magical world and one that with a little luck 
and patience you can enjoy too. Both are well established and competent 
technical artists with a critical eye for the detail, that said I thoroughly en-
joyed the landscapes in particular, which capture the essence of the place, 
perhaps where the idea for the title New Forest Reflections came from. This 
isnôt a guide book, but through its pages, it will make you want to visit and 
marvel for yourself at such a diverse range of habitats and species and with 
a modest price, would make an ideal gift for anyone interested in wildlife and 
thinking of visiting this wonderful wilderness. Copies can be obtained via the 
website:  
www.powellwildlifeart.com or by e-mail: danpowell11@btinternet.com. 
 
 

Alan Snook 
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Madagascar: more than just the birds, part 2 
The following describes the second half of a 10 day birding trip to  

Madagascar in October 2015. 

 

After our exertions in the Spiny Forest we set off from the dry and hot west 
coast to head for the "transition forest" of Zombitse, so-called because it 
represents a unique ecosystem incorporating elements of both spiny and 
deciduous forest. This required an 80 mile journey through desolate scrub-
land interspersed with a few villages. The roads are dreadful during the 
day and even worse by night. The diurnal dangers are potholes, dust, lor-
ries, handcarts and overloaded minibuses. Nocturnally, add bandits to this 
mix, for which reason tourists are forbidden to drive out at night.  
 
Zombitse is an oasis in this desert of scrub. It is a proper forest covering a 
few thousand hectares administered by the local community and is but a 
tiny dot on a map of the island, symptomatic of how quickly the 4th largest 
island in the world, and one with a biological diversity comparable with the 
Galapagos, has been almost totally trashed. I was informed by our national 
guide that as recently as 1945 virtually all Madagascar was densely forest-
ed. Since then most of the forest has been cut and most of the topsoil 
washed away. In 70 years humans have turned what would have been the 
perfect biodiversity hotspot into a denuded and ruined landscape inter-
spersed by a few protected national parks. The reasons for this are pov-
erty, no birth control and political instability. The population is increasing 
exponentially; each family has an average of 6 children and these people 
need to eat and create cover and for most the only way is by cutting wood 
for fuel and shelter and using the resultant land to grow cassava. Cutting 
the trees loosens the topsoil: this is washed away in the monsoon season 
so the ground is useless next season. We reached the forest, saw Appert's 
Greenbul and the Giant Coua and moved on. By now it was 36C. 
 
Leaving east from Zombitse we crossed a huge area some 60 miles wide 

totally different to the previously de-
scribed shrub. This was savanna as 
per African savanna, poor soil cov-
ered by grassland and derived from 
when the island was connected to 
the African mainland.  This area is 
uninhabitable and cannot support 
livestock. We reached our hotel next 
to the Isala National Park, situated in 
superb sandstone scenery. The next  

Left: Isala National Park 
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 morning we climbed up into the park, 
walking for 3 hours in high tempera-
tures to see the target species of rock 
thrush. The red cliffs towered above 
us and ring-tailed lemurs came down 
from the cliffs to feed on the lush veg-
etation. These lemurs sleep high up in 
the cliffs as defence against predation 
by the Fosa, a puma-like carnivore, 
and descend during the day to feed.  
 
The following day we left the arid 

south and moved to the eastern primary rainforest of Ranomafana, one of 
the most famous national parks on the island. To get there we drove 
across the highlands via the Anja Lemur reserve below the Three Sisters. 
The scenery changes from arid plain to the central mountains to increas-
ingly forested terrain on the final approach.   
 
The next day we were due to spend all day in the forest and were warned 
that it would be hard work as the reserve is higher and the terrain more 
demanding than the previous walks we'd done. Luckily the forecast was for 
no rain but, as usual for rainforest excursions, we were advised to wear 
long sleeved jackets and trousers to prevent the local leeches from feast-
ing on our well-fed western blood. Our guide for this trip claimed later to be 
able to identify every single bird species on Madagascar by sound alone 
and nothing on this day out suggested this wasn't true. The target species 
on this day were the Rufous-headed Ground-roller and the Yellow-bellied 
Sunbird-asity. The hunt for the ground-roller took up a lot of time. They are 
easy to hear: in the first hour of our trek their calls were always present, 
but they live, as may be surmised from forensic examination of their name, 
on the ground, in the undergrowth, beneath a thick layer of shrub and run-
ners and vines. Visibility is limited at 
the best of times as the light levels 
on the ground are low and the dis-
tance one can actually see is se-
verely limited by the sheer mass of 
vegetation. Our guide found a 
ground-roller, tracked into the forest 
to find a better view, became more 
and more exasperated as 3 clumsy 
westerners stumbled and crawled 
through the undergrowth, reach his 
position and then completely fail in 
being able to see the bird. Finally, 2 
out of 3 of us got good enough  

Above: Three Sisters 

Yellow-bellied Sunbird-asity 
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views and we moved on to the sunbird-asity, 
an altogether different proposition. Sunbirds 
are very small, quite like humming birds in 
their shape and size and the rainforest is very 
large. Our man on the ground, however, was 
not deterred and led us to a site where we 
could watch the male and female in the pro-
cess of building the nest, allowing superb 
views of this very pretty bird. We spent a long 
time watching this spectacle and then contin-
ued our trek, amassing a very good list of 
birds and lemurs before returning to our start 
point.  
 
Our second trip of the day was to a small lo-
cally-administered reserve situated across a 
dramatic valley. We crossed the river, walked 

further up-stream and found a lemur feeding by the side of the path. This 
species, Golden Bamboo Lemur, was first discovered in the 1980s and led 
directly to the creation of Ranomafana National park. Their territories are 
large and we were extremely fortunate to see one. The target bird species 
here was another ground-roller, this time the Pitta-like Ground-roller. It was 
much easier to see than the rufous-headed as the undergrowth was less 
dense. It is a stunning bird, amazingly colourful and we were able to view it 
for some time. Finally we climbed up to a viewpoint, saw the sun set and 
headed back to the van. 
 
Our final day consisted of the return trip to the airport. This was a 10 hour trip 
and took us past rivers with the in-
evitable washerwomen, men work-
ing the rice fields and groups of 
young lads building and firing the 
brick kilns. We passed laybys 
where small children created piles 
of gravel by chipping at larger rocks 
and we passed hillsides still smoul-
dering after being burnt to either 
clear the vegetation for planting or 
to stimulate grass growth to feed 
the herds of Zebu.  We drove past 
mile after mile of cleared hills and 
barren landscapes, villages consist-
ing of wooden huts and very little  

Golden Bamboo Lemur 

Pitta-like Ground-roller 
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else. At one stage we approached an area of large trees, a remnant of a 
much larger forest, which had been devastated over the past few years 
and which had no protection. We then drove through towns, with narrow 
streets full of huge belching lorries, street markets selling all sorts of 
items, people in bright coloured clothes all competing for that elusive 
sale. And finally we stopped at a place called Antsirabe, a settlement 
quite high and cool and initially established by Norwegian missionaries as 
a staging post to break the journey north or south. This town had wide 
boulevards, a market, local craftsmen and a pizza restaurant (term used 
in its widest possible sense) where we, for the first time, encountered lo-
cal people unconnected with the National parks. This was the first time 
we were hassled for money and to buy goods and I think this was our 
guide's way of showing us how well we'd been shepherded round his 
country in the previous 10 days. We'd been protected from the inevitable 
consequences of the enormous gap in privilege between the voyeuristic 
westerners and truly poor people desperate to feed themselves. This was 
a sobering trip. 
 
More details on the route taken, endemic bird and animal lists can be 
found in the travel blog at: 
http://www.travelpod.com/travel-blog/andysblog/1/tpod.html 
 
Notes for those considering a visit. Firstly, we spent 10 days in Madagas-
car, a derisory amount of time, especially when the long journey times are 
factored in, which meant we saw only a small proportion of the island 
(and endemics). Secondly, tourism in Madagascar represents a signifi-
cant source of income and numbers of visitors have decreased over the 
past few years which means guides are very willing to please. Each re-
serve has specialist birds (target species) and the local guides make a 
point of finding them, whether by playing recordings of the bird's song or 
by walking at breakneck speed through the forest. Once found the guides 
tend to corral the bird until it has been adequately identified and photo-
graphed. The visit finishes with a tip for each guide. This kind of birding 
can be quite distasteful on occasion as the clientôs interests are placed 
above that of the bird. Finally, if you want to go, do so sooner rather than 
later. Conservation is not a major priority for a rapidly expanding and very 
poor population. 
 
Acknowledgements: grateful thanks to Rick Dawson (Berkshire Ornitho-
logical Club) and Ivor Cowlrick (Landesbund f¿rVogelschutzin Bayern e. 
V., Germany) for use of their photographs in part 1 and 2 of this account. 
 

Andy Broadhurst 

http://www.travelpod.com/travel-blog/andysblog/1/tpod.html
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             Low Tide Counts ï the ups and downs 
 
Low Tide Counts are a part of the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) and are 
usually carried out in the main estuaries around the UK, every five or six 
years. Last year, with the help of a small army of volunteers, who kindly 
contributed to the counts, and impeccably organised by Chris Cockburn, we 
made a series of Low Tide Counts of Portsmouth Harbour. There are 20 plus 
count sectors in the harbour and they were all counted once a month from 
November to February - so a lot of counting from a lot of people. Some of the 
harbour can only be surveyed from a boat, so Wez Smith, Chrisô successor as 
the RSPB warden for Langstone Harbour kindly brought his boat over from 
Langstone and skippered it round the harbour. Just getting the boat over from 
its usual home at Broadmarsh and launching it from the Portchester sailing 
club and then doing the reverse procedure at the end of the count, is a pretty 
time-consuming operation. So a big thank you to Wez - and all the land and 
boat based counters.  
 
If there is such a thing as Low Tide Count Gods, they must have looked on all 
this effort and commitment ï and smiled. The dates chosen for the counts 
were all blessed with pleasant weather. Here I use of the word ñpleasantò, in 
the context of WeBS counts. You would not necessarily want to sit out in your 
shorts/tee-shirt/bikini, sipping on a nicely chilled glass of something in this 
ñpleasantò weather. But ñpleasantò means conditions such that a well wrapped
-up, well-motivated WeBS counter could see his or her quarry and not get 
blown off their feet or soaked to the skin. Winter 2014/15 produced four such 
days and we had a very successful count with only one sector missing on one 
day. (In case you are wondering about the results of all this effort, I am in the 
process of writing it up for the 2015 Hampshire Bird Report.) 
 
Turn the calendar forward a year and we come to the Low Tide Counts for 
Langstone Harbour. In some ways, Langstone is easier than Portsmouth to 
count, as there is access to the shore all around the harbour ï no high 
security defence sites or ferry ports to worry about. However, it is shallower, 
has more islands ï and a couple of central mudflats which can only be 
counted from one of the islands. So, we still needed our great bunch of 
volunteers, Wezôs boat, some ñpleasantò weather and a couple of idiots to 
wade through the mud out onto North Binness Island to count the hidden, 
central mudflats. Chris did his usual top-class organisation and arranged 
dates and persuaded volunteers to count ï luckily they do not need too much 
persuasion; Wez agreed to skipper the boat é. 
 
And that is when it started to go pear-shaped. The Low Tide Count Gods 
decided to óave a larf ówith us. Where the weather had been ñpleasantò for 
Portsmouth, it was decidedly unpleasant for the Langstone counts. Most of  
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the land-based counters were 
able to count their sectors in 
November, but for various rea-
sons the hidden central mud-
flats could not be counted. The 
November boat count was 
nearly a disaster, as the boat 
had an engine failure. Luckily 
this was before we started 
counting. Drifting seawards 
through Langstone Harbour 
entrance out into the Solent in 
a disabled boat would not 
have been a lot of fun.  

 
With one of the four counts already being incomplete, and the boat still out 
of action, Chris and I figured we needed to pull out all the stops for the De-
cember count. We really needed to get a count of the hidden central mud-
flats. So two middle aged (and I am being kind here) blokes who should 
have known better, donned waders and embarked on the crossing from Far-
lington Marshes to North Binness Island. It is no great distance and the wild-
fowlers do it regularly, and leading the way, Chris showed how it should be 
done. Unfortunately, your correspondent got to within about 10 yards of the 
shore ï and got stuck in the very glutinous mud. After an hour of trying to 
extricate myself ï and with the idea of calling out the coastguard, being 
mooted, I decided to give up trying to get my waders unstuck. With the help 
of an upturned bucket and a pole which Chris found on the island, I man-
aged to get myself out of the waders and headed back to shore in my bare 
feet. This turned out to be surprisingly easy, although I ended up caked up 
in smelly, Langstone mud. Chrisô return to shore was less impressive than 
his outward leg ï and he too ended up coated in mud.  
 
With another incomplete 
count for December, the 
January counts were go-
ing to be vital. However 
those LTC Gods were not 
letting up and the winds 
forecast for the count days 
were far too strong for 
Wezôs now repaired boat, 
so with another incom-
plete count inevitable, we 
very reluctantly decided to  
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call off the rest of the counts for the winter. 
 
The counts that were carried out were all submitted to the BTO, but I hope that 
we have not tried the patience of our counters too far ï and that they will be 
willing to help out again next winter, when we will try again ï hopefully with a 
bit more help from those LTC Gods.  
 
So, if you stand on the east wall at Farlington Marshes at low tide and look 
towards North Binness Island and wonder why there is a bucket, a pole and a 
pair of waders embedded in the mud é you now know the answer. By the 
way, these waders are creating new habitat for Hydrobia spp ï an important 
food source for avian waderséé  
     

John Shillitoe 
 
 

            Gulls at Sturt Pond, near Keyhaven 
 
Editorôs Note: On 10th March 2016 Gareth Rees took a series of unusual  
Pictures of gull behaviour at Sturt Pond, Milford-onïSea (near Keyhaven).  
Accompanying the pictures was an e-mail containing a commentary on the 
behaviour  observed, firstly between a Black-headed Gull and a Mediterranean 
Gull and then of a Great Black-backed Gull in flight. I thought that it would be 
worth publishing the contents of this e-mail as it tells a story that may be of 
interest. Gareth was happy for me to do so. The article, accompanied by the 
pictures (over page) is as follows: 
 
Itôs easy to imagine that the expression on the faces of the Med Gull and Black
-headed Gull reflects alarm at the prospect of an imminent collision, narrowly 
avoided by the Med Gull performing a very undignified belly flop into the water 
just short of the Black-headed Gull (see below). 
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The first of the Great Black-backed Gull shots provides a context for the second 
and third shots which are taken from a sequence showing the same tilted head 
manoeuvre performed in flight. I presume this is performed to check on possible 
overhead threats? In the first of the two flight shots the bird has banked to the left 
with the head twisted to the extent that its left eye is visible on the right side of the 
image. But a gull is a slow and lumbering bird and it canôt perform a complete roll 
so it has to reverse the direction of roll, which is presumably what is happening in 
the second flight shot. The head has started to turn back (the left eye is no longer 
visible), the right wing is still raised as if banking to the left, the tail has been 
rotated hard right, and the left wing has started to rise. The head and tail appear 
to be rotated by almost 180 degrees relative to each other. The whole effect is 
bizarre with the various bits of the bird apparently pointing and moving in different 
directions. Iôve shown this photo to a couple of people with the reaction ówhat on 
earth ...?ô , or at least words to that effect! 
 

Gareth Rees 
 

 
  

                

1 

2 

3 
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                    Nocturnal Images of Jack Snipe 
  
The Jack Snipe is an under-recorded passage and winter visitor to 
Hampshire. The best chance of a sighting, albeit brief, is when one is 
accidentally flushed from cover - often directly underfoot and startlingly 
close. Birders then try and track the short and silent flight until the bird 
drops back down. It is at this moment, if one is very lucky, that a grounded 
view may be possible for a second or two before it disappears back into 
cover. 
 
Hereôs an admission: Despite the fact that they certainly occur there, over 
the course of eight winters Iôve never seen a Jack Snipe at my local patch, 
Winchester Sewage Farm. After initial and increasingly remorse-ridden 
search attempts, wincing with each flight of Teal or group of Lapwing that 
leapt into the air in alarm, I gave up guiltily stomping about the site in 
wellies and sought a different tactic. 
 
I employed a high tech ally: a post-mounted trail camera. Once set, this 
unsleeping sentinel stares at the same spot with an unblinking, single-
minded purpose 24 hours a day and 7 days a week - or at least until the 
batteries need replacing.  
 
Whilst óCamera trappingô with such devices has limitations, and is wholly 
different to DSLR photography with its skillsets of field-craft and 
composition, it has become for me an incredibly satisfying and hugely 
enjoyable parallel aspect of photography. The thrill of anticipation when 
you have removed the memory card and sift through the captured images 
on a computer is something I will never tire of. Itôs a bit like Christmas day 
every time! 

 
By day my chosen camera 
position addressed a large 
flock of Lapwing and their 
nervous flighty behavior 
triggered many hundreds, if not 
thousands, of images. Here is 
a typical Lapwing image to give 
some daytime context: 
 
The lake edge in daytime, 
busy with Lapwings and 
wildfowl, triggers hundreds 
of images 
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Night-time produced far fewer triggers, each showing monochrome images 
of the daytime familiar plants and branches outlined in stark contrast ï and 
success! Jack Snipes turned up now and again, feeding around the short 
lakeside vegetation. The images revealed a fascinating insight into their 
normally hidden world, perhaps 4 or 5 feet from the waterôs edge.  
 
I had set the camera to take a pair of images upon each triggering. When I 
viewed the pair of images on the computerôs preview setting (where you 
could flick from one to the other almost instantaneously), the head re-
mained still but the body moved fractionally vertically ï presumably the fa-
mous Jack Snipe óbobô in action. 
 
Interestingly, and in line with BWP, which states that they are almost com-
pletely crepuscular or nocturnal, from the thousands of images collected all 
those showing Jack Snipe are at night, or at least dawn or dusk. Converse-
ly, Common Snipe are evident in some of the daytime images, but no 
Jacks. 
 
The images also suggest that Jack Snipes are shy of other birds when 
feeding. Whilst they seemed to tolerate the presence of the odd moorhen 
or common snipe, they would not be evident if busy, garrulous groups of 
lapwing or duck species like Teal or Gadwall fed in the small area in front 
of the camera.  
 
The phase of the moon is indicated on the camera data. Whilst it is proba-
bly unscientific to read too much into the data such a small sample of imag-
es produces it is certainly intriguing to note that all the images featuring 
Jack Snipes occur when the moon is waxing or waning. Could this appar-
ent link indicate a form of safety strategy? 

 
Left: The nocturnal 
world: a Jack Snipe in 
ófield guideô pose, show-
ing the relatively short 
and stout-based bill, dis-
tinctive head pattern and 
boldly striped mantle  
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So, despite all this, I have still never actually seen a Jack Snipe at the site. 
But thatôs OK - the trailcam has offered a glimpse into their unseen world 
and these images may represent the first nocturnal feeding behavior by 
Jack Snipes ever photographed in the county? 

 
Left: A feeding Jack 
Snipe in the right 
foreground. A Com-
mon Snipe behind, 
its head blurred as it 
feeds ósewing ma-
chine styleô, provides 
a useful size compar-
ison. Note the sec-
ond, furtive, Jack 
Snipe on the extreme 
left of the image 

 
 
 
 

Paul Pearson 
 
Editorôs Note: I have found a picture of a Jack Snipe in the collectionðsee 
below: photographed in Cornwall in  2015 by Mike Duffy 
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        Picture Gallery: Common Garden Birds     
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                                                        A Raptorôs Tale 
 
If you have some recollection of Englandôs World Cup win in 1966 and are 
male then thereôs a good chance that you partook in the childhood hobby  
of egg collecting. 
 
Affectionately known as óeggingô most schoolboys would have had an egg 
collection. You could look back at this childhood pastime with certain nos-
talgia, thereôs a certain jewel like quality of birdôs eggs, and competition to 
obtain the most and best was certainly prevalent. 
 
Egg collection still goes on today, but conducted by óprofessionalsô. Thieves 
still collect eggs today but thankfully strong legislation has seen óeggingô go 
out of fashion. 
 
óIt has been illegal to take birds' eggs from the wild since 1954. Since Sep-
tember 1982, with the introduction of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside 
Act, it has also been against the law simply to possess the egg of any Brit-
ish wild bird.ô óWhilst this is mainly intended to deal with active egg collec-
tors, it means that anyone with any collection of British birdsô eggs may be 
breaking the law.ô 
 
About 12 years ago I was asked whether I thought there was a market for 
hand-painted cast copies of British Birdsô Eggs. I had to think about it, 

knowing how fastidious people were over 
collections. I had reservations on how rep-
resentative these eggs would be com-
pared against the real eggs, So, I said 
yes, if the eggs could be identically exact, 
the perfect óforgeriesô. What I didnôt realise 
at the time was how much dedication and 
what level of detailed reference and work 
would be exacted on each collection. They 
truly are art sculpture collections. 
 
Tony Ladd  (left) is an accomplished expe-
rienced wildlife artist. Trained as an illus-
trator and gaining a degree in graphic de-
sign he has experience with photo realistic 
illustration, woodcarving, sculpture and 
jewellery. His work is highly detailed and 
grounded in his life-long interest in orni-
thology. These collections are now highly  
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sought after by collectors worldwide. Tony describes his passion- ñEach egg 
is an original piece of artwork, Iôm fascinated by the diverse colours, patterns, 
blotches and scribbling.ò 
 
So, when I recently had an email from Tony, asking me to look at his ónewô 
project, I was inquisitive to say the least. What in fact he had done was pro-
duce a case bound book óAn Oological Record of British Raptorsô, Volume 1 
of a nine-volume limited run collection. This Victorian style journal  
measures 430mm x 230mm. Having spent the best part of five years working 
on this project the book was launched at West Dean House. (Edward James 
Foundation Lavant Chichester: 30th May 2015) https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LHHVuQ3gO74 
 
Collectorôs edition 
This version of the book has been produced in a limited edition of just 100 
copies. The cover is embossed in gold leaf and has óCollectorôs Editionô 
stamped in the centre of the coverôs artwork. Each book has been hand-
signed and numbered by Tony and all collectorôs titles have a specially de-
signed pin badge of a Peregrine Falcon issued with each copy. 
 
The standard edition 
This Raptors volume has been limited to just 400 copies. The cover is em-
bossed in copper leaf and has an egg shape stamped into the centre of the 
coverôs artwork. The foreword was written by Errol Fuller who explains that 
with this collection of books you no longer need to have any need to collect 
eggs as they are all here in superb hi-res detail and in various very different 
looking clutches per species. 

 
The text details 
how eggs are 
formed within the 
female body. How 
the colour pat-
terns are formed 
on the eggshell 
surface and other 
details behind the 
science of egg 
creation ï such as 
egg size, the dif-
ferences between 
patterns, egg de-
formity, clutch 
size, camouflage,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHHVuQ3gO74
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LHHVuQ3gO74
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Curlew Totton Causeway 20.9.14 Andy Tew 

and detailed field notes on the breeding habits of all specimens. 
 
There are nest and wild egg images of every species and copies of the 
original data card entries for all clutches to show where, when and by 
whom all the eggs were collected with details on location, date and some 
superb individual notes made on the day of procurement. 
 
This is an exquisite book, lovingly and lavishly produced to the highest re-
production quality. Having spent my entire working career working in this 
rarefied pinnacle of design I can appreciate just how much time and effort 
has gone into the production. In fact itôs a joy to behold, when you compare 
the current trend of cheap printing and appalling design of todayôs bird 
books. An Oological Record of British Raptors is expensive but well worth 
owning. For more details www.faunaltd.com 
 

Thomas Bickerton 

               Electronic Kingfisher    John Shillitoe 
 
Four times a year, the HOS newsletter, Kingfisher drops through the letter 
boxes of all our members. We know that many members are happy to re-
ceive their newsletter this way, so we will be continuing to produce a paper 
version. However, we also know that there are some members who would 
prefer to receive it electronically, instead. This will result in savings to HOS, 
from a reduced print run ï and even more importantly, reduced postage 
costs. 
 
If you would prefer to stop receiving the paper copy and have the electronic 
copy (e-Kingfisher) instead, please send an email to eKingfish-
er@hos.org.uk . Send the email from the address where you wish to re-
ceive your electronic Kingfisher and put your name and post code in the 
Subject field of the email. There is no need to put any text in the body of the 
email.  
 
e-Kingfisher became available from the May issue of the magazine. The 
next issue will be in August, so if you wish to receive it electronically 
instead of the paper version, please send the above email prior to mid 
July, so we can adjust the print run and mail-out. Once you have elect-
ed to receive e-Kingfisher, we will continue to email future issues to you. If 
you should subsequently decide to revert back to receiving a paper King-
fisher, please send an email to NOeKingfisher@hos.org.uk. As above, 
please put your name and post code in the Subject line. We will then stop 
sending you the electronic version and re-commence sending the paper 
version. 

http://www.faunaltd.com
mailto:eKingfisher@hos.org.uk
mailto:eKingfisher@hos.org.uk
mailto:NOeKingfisher@hos.org.uk
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***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***  
JUNE TO AUGUST 2016 

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO  LEAD A WALK,  PLEASE CONTACT  
 

Peter Hutchins: 01256 770831 or 07895 388378 or fieldfare@jaybry.gotadsl.co.uk or 
Ted Barnes: 07811 049281 or 02380 266774 or Ted.barnes@virgin.net 

 
You do not need to be a birding expert  

Remember:  Everyone is invited to these walks, whatever your age or knowledge  
 

Please Note: 
 

Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions. A packed lunch 
is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader if leaving the 
walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the walk. In the 
event of bad weather please  check with the leader that the walk is going ahead. 
 

The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows: 

A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.  

B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.  

C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.  

D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles. 

Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies with 

the individual, not the Society. 

 

Important: Recently there have been a number of occasions when leaders have not 
turned up at walks in the programme. Could we urge leaders to please contact either 
Ted Barnes or Peter Hutchins as early as possible if they find they are unable to lead 
advertised walks for any reason.  

  

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,  

the  shared knowledge, the flora and the birds. 

 

Wednesday 1st June - Cheriton and Gander Down 
Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226 or 07747 151160)             10.00am until 2.30pm (4 miles) 
Park in Cheriton and meet by the village green at SU583285 ï OS 185 for this circular walk 
looking for typical summer birds such as Yellowhammer and possibly Corn Bunting plus 
other wildlife. Bring coffee/lunch.                                                                    Walk category B. 
 
Wednesday 1st June ï Basingstoke Canal, The Whitewater & Butter Wood (In 
conjunction with Basingstoke RSPB Evening Walks Programme) 
Leader Lydia Knight (01256 334316)              6.30pm until 9.00pm (3 miles) 
Meet in the road leading to the Pumping Station, Deptford Road, Greywell (SU722513 - OS 
Landranger 186). A waterside walk to take in the birds and other wildlife associated with 
both man  made and more natural waterways, as well as the adjacent marsh, scrub and 
woodland and King Johnôs Castle; orchids are sure to be present for photographers. 
Walk category B. 
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Saturday 4th June - Bolderwood 
Leader Marcus Ward (01590 677541/07749 375994)          9.00am until 12.00 mid-day 
Meet at the main Bolderwood car park at SU242086 for a walk around the area looking 
for all New Forest specialities but focussing on Firecrest and Hawfinch. 
Walk category A. 
 
Wednesday 8th June ï Benyonôs Inclosure (In conjunction with Basingstoke 
RSPB Evening Walks Programme) 
Leader Doug. Kelson (07786-647784)                    6.30pm until 9.00pm (2 miles) 
Meet in the lay-by on Kings Road, Silchester (SU624625 - OS Landranger 175). An 
evening walk to take in the more specialized woodland and heath-related birds in the 
north of the county, where Turtle Dove and Spotted Flycatcher may be amongst the 
summer visitors present, Woodlark and Siskin. An optional later stay should ensure 
encounters with both Woodcock and Nightjar. (There is an extension for those wishing 
to see Nightjar etc).                                                                                Walk category B. 
   
Sunday 12th June ï Bratley and Backley Woods 
Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641/07731 899697)  10.00am until1.00pm 
Meet at the New Forest Canadian Memorial car park (SU240093) for this walk looking 
for woodland and heath species such as Dartford Warbler, Stonechat, Buzzard, Kestrel 
and Raven. Note; This is Adder and Tick country so suitable footwear is a must. NO 
sandals or similar. Bring own refreshments.                                      Walk category C/D. 
 
Wednesday 15th June ï Pettyôs Brook & the River Loddon (In conjunction with 
Basingstoke RSPB Evening Walks Programme) 
Leader Peter E Hutchins        6.30pm until 8.30pm (3 miles) 
Meet on the northern side of Whitmarsh Lane, Chineham (SU667522 - OS Landranger 
186). An evening walk on the northern outskirts of Basingstoke to take in both water 
courses and their associated wildlife, this to include good numbers of summer migrants 
and perhaps the first of the returning waders; Hawfinch, Turtle Dove, Little Egret and 
Mandarin among the less usual ólocalô species that may be found. 
Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 19th June - Thursley Common NNR 
Leader Doug. Kelson (07786-647784)      2.00pm until 5.00pm (3 miles) 
Meet in the car park by óThe Moatô (SU899415 - OS Landranger 186). An afternoon on 
the heath to look for Dartford Warbler, Hobby, Redstart, Woodlark, Crossbill, Stonechat 
and other species dependent on this habitat, as well as accompanying Odonata, 
Lepidoptera, amphibians and reptiles. 
Walk category C. 
 
Wednesday 22nd June ï Woolhampton GPôs (In conjunction with Basingstoke 
RSPB Evening Walks Programme) 
Leader Doug. Kelson (07786-647784)      6.30pm until 8.30pm (2 miles) 
Meet in the lay-by north of Bottle Cottage, Woolhampton (SU572660 - OS Landranger 
175). Covering gravel pits, adjacent farm, scrub and woodland and the Kennet & Avon 
Canal this walk should offer excellent chances of seeing migrants including Cuckoo, 
hirundines, waders and warblers and, possibly, Turtle Dove as well as summering 
wildfowl, raptors and Odonata. 
Walk category A. 
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Wednesday 29th June ï Longparish (In conjunction with Basingstoke RSPB 
Evening Walks Programme) 
Leader Geoff. Sharp (01256 470286)             6.30pm until 9.00pm (3 miles) 
Meet in The grass car park adjacent to The Test, north of Larkwhistle Farm (SU 
445448 - OS Landranger 185). A primarily river-based evening walk where Spotted 
Flycatcher are regularly seen, reed-type and other summering warblers are vocal, 
raptors often overhead and, for those lingering, roding Woodcock almost guaran-
teed.                                                                                       
Walk category A. 
 
Saturday 2nd July - Kings Hat Inclosure. 
Leader Ted Barnes (02380 266774/07811 049281)  
10.30am until 12.30pm (2ı miles) 
Meet in the car park at SU386054 (OL22) for this walk through the enclosure con-
taining both coniferous and deciduous woodland and heath land. Possible species 
include Redstart, Woodlark, and Raptors. Some orchids may also be seen. 
Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 24th July - Stockbridge Down NT 
Leader Peter E Hutchins (01256 770831/07895 388378) 
2.00pm until 4.30pm (2İ miles) 
Meet in the main reserve car park (SU374346 - OS Landranger 185). A mid-
summer walk to take in the butterfly-filled chalk downland where Turtle Dove hold 
territory, raptors are commonplace and scrub-loving species, including warblers, 
chats and finches, ensure that any time on site is worthwhile. Raven often move 
low overhead, the altitude of the site also encouraging many other birds to linger 
whilst on migration. 
 
Sunday 31st July ï The Mill field LNR, Old Basing (Part of the Bio-Blitz day) 
Leader James Andrews (07775 564257)      Time/s to be confirmed (1İ miles) 
Meet in the Basing House / Millstone PH car parks, Old Basing (SU660530 - OS 
Landranger 186). The Bio-Blitz will be on-going during the day with various wildlife-
related activities throughout, including birding led by a near-resident local.  Sum-
mering migrants, raptors, Kingfisher, Little Egret, Water Rail, passage of hirundines 
and gulls and the possibility of Hawfinch, Dormouse and Water Vole are all likely to 
ensure a busy walk.                                                                          
Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 7th August ï Morgaston Woods & The Vyne Water Meadows 
Leader Simon Yates (01256 781964)    9.00am until 12.00 midday (2 miles) 
Meet in the 'car park' off Morgaston Road (SU625571 - OS Landranger 175). A late 
summer walk to look for migrant waders, Hobby, Cuckoo, chats, hirundines and 
warblers about the water meadows, post-breeding parties of foraging birds in the 
woodland and wildfowl in and about the parkland and gardens of the NT property.                                                                                                   
Walk category B. 
 

 



28 

Sunday 14th August ï Greenham Common 
Leader Doug. Kelson (07786-647784)   5.00pm until dusk (4 miles) 
Meet in the car park by the entrance to the silos, on the southern side of the common 
(SU487643 - OS Landranger 174). An evening walk to look for both resident and 
migrant species attracted to the heath, gravel pits and woodland that now cover the 
former USAF base - Dartford Warbler, chats, Woodlark, pipits, wagtails, raptors, 
waders and more crepuscular species will be looked for, as will newts and Odonata.                                                                             
Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 21st August ï Pagham Harbour RSPB 
Leader Peter E Hutchins (01256 770831/07895 388378)   
2.00pm until 5.00pm (5 miles) 
Meet in the car park by the Information Centre (SZ856965 - OS Landranger 196). 
The walk will take in Sidleham Ferry Pool and Pagham Harbour, the hides and 
churchyard at Church Norton and The Severals looking for migrant waders, wildfowl, 
Cuckoo, raptors, warblers, flycatcher and chats. Hirundines, grebes, gulls, waders 
and wildfowl will be looked for offshore and owls; further migrants, waders, chats and 
raptors about the farm and woodland south of the harbour. 
No walk category given. 
 
Saturday 27th August ï Hook 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)                           10.30am until 3.00pm (4 miles) 
Meet in the Hook Lane car park (SU522056) for this circular walk covering woodland, 
farmland, hedgerow and coastal habitats. Hopefully late summer birds and other 
wildlife such as butterflies and insects. Bring coffee/lunch. This walk is joint with the 
Southampton Natural History Society. 
Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 28th August ï The Alresfords 
Leader Stewart Woolley (01256 770831)  
9.00am until 12.00 midday (3 miles) 
Meet in the Old Alresford Village Hall car park (SU587340 - OS Landranger 185). A 
Bank Holiday outing to take in farm and woodland habitats and the wetter areas 
about the villages, the latter including Arlebury Park and Alresford Pond and the 
cress beds on the village outskirts. If water levels are low passage waders are 
anticipated, notwithstanding this Hobby and other raptors, wildfowl, Cettiôs Warbler, 
Water Rail, Spotted Flycatcher, egrets and gathering hirundines might also be 
expected. 
Walk category C. 
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Reports of previous HOS walks 

             
              Poole Harbour: 23rd January 2016 
  
The above was a rather mundane day out. Too warm, with an unexciting list 
to suit. Cormorant, Herring Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Great Black-
backed Gull, Black-headed Gull, Pied Wagtail, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Green 
Woodpecker, Blue Tit, Mistle Thrush, Mallard, Teal, Wigeon, Curlew, Dunlin, 
Shelduck, Common Gull, Red-breasted Merganser, Black-tailed Godwit, Avo-
cet, Redshank, Reed Bunting, Sparrowhawk, Peregrine Falcon, Little Egret 
and Oystercatcher. Eight people attended including the leader. The weather 
was overcast, temperatures 12-13 degrees, wind calm but rising to probably 
force 3-4 in the afternoon with a drop in temperature to about ten degrees by 
the time we caught the ferry back to Panorama Road. 
 

Julian Moseley          
 
Editorôs note: This meeting was joint with SNHS (Southampton Natural Histo-
ry Society http:// sotonnhs.org) 
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                          Hamble area: 6th March 2016 

16 members of HOS and the Southampton Natural History Society enjoyed a 
5 hour walk in fine early spring weather from Hamble Point car park and back, 
including Westfield Common, the woodlands at Royal Victoria Country Park, 
the Netley Military Cemetery, the Hamble Rail Trail, Hamble village and Ham-
ble Common. 

At the start of the walk I diverted slightly to show people with a botanical inter-
est, the curious blue-flowered alien relative of Borage known as Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob Trachystemon orientalis on the edge of  Hamble Common. 
Other than that it was nearly all birds, 52 species being seen in total.  

Without doubt the highlight was the pleasingly close Great Northern Diver, 
preening and being generally cooperative, as it drifted slowly on Southampton 
Water off of Westfield Common. About 9 Great-crested Grebes were also 
seen on Southampton Water.  Of the smaller birds there were Siskin in the 
military cemetery, 3 Bullfinches at Hamble Rail Trail and Redwing in several 
places. However, no Firecrest were seen this time. 

Looking overhead at least 3 Sparrowhawks seen as was a Buzzard. As the 
tide dropped in the afternoon several winter waders and duck were visible on 
the Hamble River and the creeks by Hamble common. A lone Black-tailed 
Godwit gave good views at the latter location. 

Phil Budd. 

 

 

 

 

Great Northern 
Diver Solent-off 
Calshot Spit 
14.12.15 
Gareth Rees 
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                    Picture Gallery: Water Birds    
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Building a Legacy: Working towards a sustainable 
education programme 
 
HOS' first listed Object is ñto advance the education of the public in all as-
pects of ornithologyò and our third is ñto support and encourage the preser-
vation and conservation of wild birds and places of ornithological interestò. 
Clearly, education is a priority. Many of us will remember our first steps into 
birding and wildlife and the people who influenced us, both in person and 
via films and TV programmes. For me the media was, and still is, inspira-
tional, transporting me to places and providing experiences from my own 
home, but the more significant influences were two adults who encouraged, 
nurtured, supported and fired my love of and passion for wildlife. They lis-
tened, discussed ideas and took me to reserves. In addition they shared 
their belief in the importance of our responsibility and role as guardians of 
nature. As, I suspect is the case for most of you, this happened when I was 
very young and my learning is part of a continuing process. 

 
At HOS, we 
view education, 
in all its forms, 
as pivotal in 
helping to raise 
awareness 
about the im-
portance of our 
work and a 
love of birds 
and the envi-
ronment. We 
welcome the 
opportunity of 
working with 
schools, clubs 

and individuals of all ages ï in fact all members of the community - about 
our work. We are committed to providing 'educational' opportunities by ex-
ploring a range of methods and delivery through various means and, where 
appropriate, working with our partners, especially Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Wildlife Trust, RSPB and BTO. Working with professionals, educators 
and knowledgeable volunteers, we are developing activities and resources 
including demonstrations, workshops and events about ornithology and en-
vironmental issues. This work is very much at the embryonic stage, but we 
are making good progress. 
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Moving HOS' education programme further, we are aiming to increase 
knowledge and understanding of HOS' work through enjoyable activities 
which will help equip the community, including young people and their 
leaders, with relevant skills. Eventually, we hope to build a team of volun-
teers to help deliver the programme through learning days / half days such 
as Bird Trail, visits to schools, companies or group meeting places. We 
also hope to have a 'student' voice to ensure a win-win situation by provid-
ing what they most need in the best way for them. Through HOS' content 
we can promote knowledge and understanding of the science and ethics 
of ornithology and the process of the work of HOS. There will also be spin-
off advantages by providing skills important for life such as team-working, 
problem solving, communication skills, self confidence and creativity. 
Where appropriate, our events can link to learners' needs. For example 
helping towards Brownie badges, numeracy, literacy and the science cur-
riculum.  

 
So far we have 
helped with sev-
eral schools. We 
ran a very suc-
cessful after 
school workshop 
on ethics and 
nature for 9 and 
10 year olds from 
one school's wild-
life club. This in-
cluded work on re
-introduction of 
species and habi-
tat management. 
There was a wel-
come over-run of 

time when the parents came to collect their children and had a myriad of 
questions of their own. For this year's National Nest Box Week in Febru-
ary we held a workshop constructing bird boxes from 'flat packs' made by 
the husband of one of the school's staff. Particularly pleasing was the 
number of locally invited adults who came to help, making the session a 
true community event. Each pupil taking part kept the nest box they made 
and they all knew where they were going to place them and why they 
chose their own particular site. 
 
Editorôs Note: The pictures with this article were taken at the Bird Trail 
2013 by Ian Julian. 
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Another school invited us to run their assembly launching its early 
'Spring Watch Week'. The live link to bird feeders was a huge success. 
The spell of cold weather that week meant that the best that could be 
hoped from monitoring the web-cams on the secretly located nest boxes 
was that birds would start exploring the sites. Pupils were also looking 
out for the first 'twig' to be placed in a box. Activities during the week in-
volved creating graphs of the birds visiting both the feeders and nest 
boxes. Pupils also made good use of the school hide to bird watch. At 
other schools we have been asked to help with a School Grounds audit 
in order to see what is already in a school grounds with a view to helping 
them plan improving the grounds or part of the grounds for wildlife. 
 
Currently, our main focus is on the 2016 Bird Trail. This year we 
have moved it to Sunday, September the 25

th
 and the venue is 

Blashford Lakes. The event will be by invitation for ten groups of 
young people from Wildlife Watch, 'uniformed' groups (Scouts, 
Brownies), Schools, Young Explorers and Young Naturalists. Each 
group may have up to ten young people, including their responsible 
adult/s. We will be needing volunteers for health and safety, includ-
ing vehicle management and road crossing, plus the all-important 
Guide-in-a-Hide and Guide-on-the-Trail birders to help the groups 
with identification. We will be using 5 of the hides. There are lots of 
other activities planned for the day, with pond dipping, owl pellet 
dissection, captive birds of prey 'static' display and ringing demon-
strations. It will be a relatively early start for volunteers as arrival 
time for the groups is planned for 9 a.m. Please let me know if you 
are available to help and in which capacity or if you know of any 
one who would like to sponsor the event. 
 
There are already many adults who are doing a stunning job promoting a 
love of wildlife in the young people they work with. When we support 
them and their work we are future proofing the on-going work of HOS 
and our partner organisations. Returning to the idea of personal influ-
ences, as we develop, enhance or reacquaint ourselves with 'birding' and 
what it means to us and the quality of our lives, we can pass on our lega-
cy. I am sure that, wherever you are able, you, too, will help us fulfil this 
aim. 
  
I can be contacted at: patricia.brown129@btinternet.com or through Alan 
Snook. 
 

Dr Patricia Brown 
 

mailto:patricia.brown129@btinternet.com%20/%20_blank
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         Open Day (and  Bird Atlas Launch) 2016  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A celebration for the Bird Atlas was held at Winchester Town Hall on 
13
th
 January.   First time most of us had ever been into this landmark build-

ing, and it had obviously enjoyed extensive recent renovations in the interior.  
The event, organised by Keith Betton, was enjoyed by all who attended, 
mainly those who had contributed the most to this book. 
 
Andy Clements gave a speech of thanks, Alan Snook presented John Eyre 
with a framed picture, and in his speech John picked out a few names for 
their contributions, but said there were really too many to thank, and this of 
course includes everybody who sent in their records. 
 
John continued with this theme as he gave a short talk to the HOS 
Open Day, also held as usual at Winchester, on 2nd April.  Our President 
Chris Packham was unable to attend for the second year running due to film-
ing commitments, but was able to address us via a recorded video message.  
As I watched it I wondered what it reminded me of, and then it dawned on 
me!   It was a throwback to the early Star Treks, when a video would sudden-
ly play, and a long-deceased individual would suddenly reveal a warning as 
to why his planet was extinguished and everyone died.  I just hope to good-
ness this was not an omen, and Chris is okay. 
 
His main themes were on conservation, do what YOU can, and also he kept 
referring to the excellence of the Hampshire Atlas.  Amazingly, he recorded  
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all of this on his smartphone, yet despite the huge screen, it came over in 
perfect quality. 
 
If you have ever heard Edward Meyer before, speaking about Swifts, you 
know what to expect, and you do get the idea that he rather likes these 
birds.  To say he is keen on the subject, in no way indicates the passion and 
love of Swifts, and who can blame him.  They catch up to 20,000 insects a 
day, monogamous when they meet up again each year, flying thousands of 
miles to return to the same nest site, yet declining, and so on, the more we 
learn the more we are fascinated. 
 
They are declining for the usual reasons, huge decline in insects, but also 
lack of nest sites, so Edward pleaded with us to do something about this.  
We did put up some nest boxes in Bournemouth, together with the neces-
sary sound system, and hope that one day these majestic flyers will find a 
home suitable for their requirements. 
 
Mark Constantine and Magnus Robb gave their talk on The Sound Ap-
proach.  This is their approach to birding, using sounds to identify birds, as 
an addition to our usual visual recognitions.  5 books have been published 
on the subject, and as a result of their work, a new owl was discovered, or 
rather rediscovered after 70 years.  It says much that Mark can take such an 
interest in a subject, and share his love of birding and Poole Harbour, as 
well as heading Lush and its worldwide empire. Mark also supports the 
charity óBirds of Poole Harbourô, taking children out birdwatching around the 
harbour, introducing them to nature. 
 
We then enjoyed the break to converse with colleagues, friends and ene-
mies, many of whom we only meet up with on this annual event.  Itôs a 
chance to put them right on matters of conservation, to brag about what you 
have seen, to hear the latest gossip, to enjoy the wonderful wildlife art and 
books. 
 
The main speaker this year was our own HOS member Russell Wynn, but 
best known by us for his expert knowledge of seabirds and the birds of the 
New Forest.  Talk about timing. Working with Marcus Ward and the rangers, 
he had just released onto YouTube the first ever video of a Pine Marten in 
the New Forest!  
 
The questions can now be answered.  How many are there?  Is the territory 
expanding?  How did they get here: were they deliberately or accidentally 
released, or did they find their own way back to an historic homeland?   And 
the answer to all of these is that nobody knows.  But, they will now try to 
determine numbers. With up 100 Goshawks now in the Forest, the squirrels 
lives have changed for the worse.   
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     Pictures from Open Day 2016 by Ian Julian 

 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


