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Contributions for Hampshire Bird Report 2016
Contributions are invited for the next HBR due to be published in November
this year. Short notes of local interest up to one or two pages are particularly
welcome. Please include photographs or other figures, if you have any which
are relevant. Although I have enough offers or drafts for main papers this
year, proposals for future years can be considered at any time and greatly
assist with long-term planning. Please send any articles or ideas to me at
chalmersam@gmail.com before the end of July.
High quality or interesting photographs of birds taken in Hampshire in 2016
are also invited. If you have already submitted to Phil for Kingfisher, there is
no need to resubmit as the photo database is shared. However, if you have
suitable photographs which you haven't yet submitted, please do so as soon
as possible to Alan Lewis, the Photographic Editor, at:
alanlewis1@virginmedia.com.
Further information can be found in Appendix 4 to the Systematic List [on
p.187] of HBR 2015.
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KINGFISHER
Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter
The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers
Advertising rates
The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 birdwatchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire. Additional copies are sold at outlets. It is A5 format, with 52 pages. You
can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in all four
issues with or without photos/artwork.
The rates are £90 full page, £50 half page, £35 quarter page. If two
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%. It may
also be possible to do it as a loose insert. If necessary we can make
up the advert, if given the required text and pictures.
Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk

“WEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.”
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing – Polo
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps.
We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your
preferences for speedy delivery.
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back
numbers.
Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates – telephone 02380 252960.
email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk

DEADLINE FOR AUTUMN 2017 KINGFISHER
KINGFISHER 1st July 2017
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EDITORIAL
Articles
I have to start by saying a huge thank you for the tremendous response to the request for more articles in the previous edition of Kingfisher. This time there were over 15 contributors to articles for Kingfisher and there was even one contribution that I will have to pass over to
the next issue. However I have 208 pages to fill in any one calendar
year and we always need more items so please keep them coming.
I generally include everything that I receive, although sometimes a certain amount of editing is required. Occasionally an article may be considered inappropriate in some way, in which case I will always take
this up with the writer and never simply discard anything without saying something. I always acknowledge the receipt of pictures and articles so if there is no reply within a reasonable time scale then please
assume that something has gone wrong and that I have not received
the item from you.
Pictures
On the latter point I would like to repeat a previous warning. Usually
from about May to July I am particularly busy as I work as an ecologist
and there may be more outdoor voluntary commitment too. Sometimes
I am required to travel away from Hampshire for up to 5 day periods
and often at quite short notice. This can also happen later in the year
too but rather less frequently. This means that if you are sending pictures to me in the late spring or summer period please allow me at
least 10 days to acknowledge them. I continue to receive a very large
number of pictures and it would be very helpful if you could copy in the
web-master John Shillitoe (for e-mail see page 50) when you send
them to me and/or photos@hos.org.uk. I know that some of you do
this already.
Thank you for all your help and have great birding 2017.
Phil Budd
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Notice Board
New Chairman: Keith Betton
I am honoured to have been elected Chairman of HOS. I’d like to start
by thanking Alan Snook for keeping the Society in good shape over the
last five years – it is much appreciated by all of us.
We have a thriving Society with many members and a busy schedule of
activities. I don’t plan to change lots of things – but where we do things
well I’d like to see us do as much as we can, and where we can improve then I hope we will find ways to do so. I have several ideas myself and several people have sent suggestions of new things we might
consider – so watch this space.
In particular, I’d like to hear from you if you think you can help with what
we do – whether it is taking part in surveys, leading a walk, writing for
the Bird Report or anything else. My email is below – so do not hesitate
to get in touch.

Keith Betton
keithbetton@hotmail.com

Book Review: Error correction
Sharp-eyed HOS members might have noticed the accidental mistake in the
recent newsletter article relating to Andrew Walmsley’s ‘New Forest Seasonal Wildlife Guide’. I hope now to clear up any remaining confusion.
Andrew has produced two New Forest walks books, both published by Sigma Leisure / Sigma Press.
New Forest Walks – a time traveller’s guide
ISBN 978-1-85058-911-2
£12.99
New Forest Walks – a seasonal wildlife guide
ISBN 978-1850589846
£13.99
The first book runs to 191 pages; includes 16 walks to / past places of historical interest, many in lesser visited parts of the Forest; and provides lots of
detail about the sites being visited.
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The second book (231 pages) includes 12 seasonal walks that take the visitor in search of New Forest wildlife – there is, of course, lots of information
about the wildlife likely to be seen.
Both are highly recommended to all with an interest in the New Forest.
(They are available on-line from www.sigmapress.co.uk. Amazon, Waterstones and the New Forest Centre in Lyndhurst).

Andrew Walmsley

Joint RSPB Portsmouth and Hampshire Swifts
SWIFT DAY

Saturday 24th June, Milton Village Hall, 182 Milton Road, Southsea,
Hants, PO4 8PR

Portsmouth local RSPB Group and Hampshire Swifts will be hosting a free
event in the centre of Portsmouth on Saturday, 24th June 2017 to celebrate
these iconic birds, highlight their drastic decline as a breeding species and
explain what we can all do to help.
Edward Mayer of Swift Conservation will be speaking and sharing his
experiences of helping Swifts.
There will be activities for all the family, the chance to go on guided walks to
see breeding Swifts (weather permitting) and exhibits of Swift nesting boxes, call systems, books, leaflets and many other items of interest.
Doors open at 1330 and the event continues until 1730.
There is a coffee shop available for refreshments.
Information on the event itself or for opportunities to exhibit Swift-related
activities or businesses can be obtained from Heather Mills
(heather_walking@yahoo.com) or Andy Broadhurst (andy@tali.me.uk).

Andy Broadhurst
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RSPB Big Schools’ Birdwatch 2017
I work as a teaching assistant at St. John’s Primary School in Rowlands Castle and with the support of my teachers, I was able to introduce the Year 3
children (7 and 8 year olds) to the Big Schools’ Birdwatch.
We registered our participation with the RSPB and then we discussed how we
would carry out the birdwatch. Firstly, we put out a seed feeder and fat balls
in the pond area of our school grounds. We are very lucky to have a woodland walk, school field, pond area (see picture below) and mature trees – all
helpful in attracting several birds. This was essential to our Birdwatch as we
were unable to get the feeders out early enough for anything other than a
Woodpigeon to become accustomed to using them and then a squirrel ‘ate’
our seed feeder! Lessons for next year there, I think.
We decided that we would
go out in small groups
over two Wednesday afternoons to complete our
birdwatch, taking care not
to double up our bird numbers. The first Wednesday was perfect for spotting our birds – cold and
dry. Despite only the
Woodpigeon visiting the
feeder, we saw: Great tit,
Robin, Long-tailed tit, Blue tit, Woodpigeon, Dunnock, Blackbird, Great Spotted Woodpecker (heard), Crow, Pied wagtail and most exciting of all, a Firecrest! The children picked up on my excitement and realised that it wasn’t an
everyday occurrence. As the Firecrest wasn’t on the posters from the RSPB,
we had to use bird books to find his picture.
The following Wednesday was an appalling day – very wet! But still we went
out. We used any shelter we could find to continue our birdwatch. Although
we didn’t see as many birds as the previous week, we did have good views of
some, including a Great Tit singing at full volume, and we added another
Crow, another Woodpigeon, a Goldfinch and two Magpies to our overall
count.
One of the children in the class has a visual impairment, so we also had a
‘Birdlisten’. We were able to identify the bird songs/calls of a number of birds,
including Great tit, Blue tit, Long-tailed tit and Robin. We also had some fun
with a bird app to hear the songs of some of the birds we didn’t hear in our
school grounds.
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The children have been
very excited about our
Big Schools’ Birdwatch. Many of them
brought in their own
binoculars and bird
books. A few are already members of the
RSPB but afterwards
others told me that they
will now be joining
too. We always have
copies of the RSPB’s
Wild Times in our class bookcase. The head teacher and lunchtime supervisors have noticed the children bird spotting at lunchtime and building nests
from sticks and leaves. All in all, our Big Schools’ Birdwatch was a great success!

Karen Urquhart
Right: Coal Tit
Old Down
Basingstoke 11.3.17
Dave Levy
Below: Robin with nest
material Winchester
21.2.17 Martin Holmes
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The Art of the Twitch
What makes a great twitch? What even constitutes a twitch in the first
place? Is it scientifically valuable ornithological observation or the Dark
Web equivalent of conservation? What is certain is that twitching is ambivalent in nature and can sharply divide opinion. It can be simultaneously
addictive, intrusive, inspiring, frustrating and overly competitive all at once.
Whether you love it or loathe it, twitching is an integral part of birding. For
that reason alone, I have attempted to classify the different types of twitch,
based on my own personal experience. The following list can be wholeheartedly agreed with or vehemently rejected out of hand, re-classified and
sub-divided almost as pointlessly as the Redpoll or the Brent Goose and
generally fought over in pubs and hides up and down the county. If nothing
else, it will pass the time while waiting for that all-important local patch day
tick.

The Exponential Twitch
This is a twitch that gains in significance as time passes, either because it
is not fully appreciated at the time just what a ‘mega’ it is, or because you
are one of only a handful of people to see it as the bird in question is a
short-stayer. The Dark-Eyed Junco at Hawkhill Enclosure in 2012 is a
prime example. Although it stayed a while, it may be years before one is
seen again in the county.

The Accidental or ‘Unintended’ Twitch
An oxymoron, surely? All twitches by definition, must be conscious and
deliberate. Or must they? In the case of the White-rumped Sandpiper at
Farlington Marshes, it was definitely a twitchable bird that my son Dan and
I found when out looking for other species. It was later twitched (and confirmed) by others. On that basis, it must be admissible as a bona fide
twitch. Similarly, we once gave a lift at Radipole Lake to a nice man from
Birmingham who told us about a Long-Billed Dowitcher at nearby Lodmoor. Unintended? Yes. A twitch? Definitely.

The Convenient Twitch
This is a bird giving reliable or at least regular views within easy distance
or during a limited time slot. The Spotted Crake and the Red-breasted
Goose at Farlington Marshes are good examples of this as it is our local
patch. The Terek Sandpiper at Pagham Harbour also ticks this particular
box as it showed brilliantly just before a Father’s Day dinner. The Snow
Buntings at Sandy Point, Hayling Island in 2012 were also dutifully
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respectful of prior lunchtime arrangements. The bird which is twitchable on
the way to or from work, such as the Surf Scoter at Stokes Bay or the recent
Little Bunting on Portsdown Hill, is also a friend indeed.

The Serendipitous Twitch
To be honest, I’ve created this category just to accommodate a single twitch.
We had our bags packed at the front door, ready for a day out and I casually
checked my phone one last time. A single report had come in of a Blackeared Wheatear at Acres Down and at the time the Hudsonian Whimbrel
was knocking about Pagham Harbour. We don’t normally go anywhere on a
solitary report so I said to Dan “Wheatear or Whimbrel?” Fortunately, Dan
has a greater understanding of the way of things than me and replied
“Wheatear, definitely.” It stayed a single day and I learnt never again to
knock a consultative meeting, especially one you don’t have to pay for.

The Collaborative Twitch
This is a personal favourite of mine. This might occur when a bird is reported
but remains elusive. A spirit of camaraderie between twitchers is organically
formed and a combination of detailed patch knowledge, recent sighting reports thoughtfully pieced together and careful fieldwork allows the bird to be
re-discovered through a joint and noble effort. Good examples are the Wryneck at Farlington Marshes in 2013 or the West Sussex Pallid Harrier. If King
Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table were twitchers, this would be their
twitch of choice. Sir Lancelot or Sir Galahad would presumably be the Tour
Guides.

The Obliging Twitch
This is a tricky category. When a bird is very showy the twitch is achieved
comfortably but what about the all-important element of ‘grind’? It is easy to
come away from The Obliging Twitch with a lingering sense of anti-climax.
The Night Heron at Keyhaven or the Shore Lark at Hayling Oyster Beds are
cases in point. Like a marriage or a lump of cake mixture, a twitch needs to
be worked at. No-one wants to feel like Darth Vader confronting his almost
fatally under-prepared offspring in Episode V and decide it was “All too
easy.”

The Failed Twitch
Deeply unpopular, but an essential part of any birder’s experience. An initial
failed twitch can ultimately yield positive results with persistence e.g. I went
out seven times before finally catching up with the Titchfield Haven
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Penduline Tits. However, other twitches start off as failures and stay that
way, stubbornly refusing to be anything else. We just could not catch up
with the Semi-palmated Plover on Hayling Island and the Richard’s Pipit at
Keyhaven also eluded us. All character-building stuff but like a mosquito in
your pyjamas, irritating, annoying and not something you want to talk about
in public.

The Obligatory Twitch
Whisper it quietly, but some birds are just dull, no matter how rare they are.
However, they must be seen to achieve the all-important life tick. Some
ducks and gulls are boring. A Hudsonian Whimbrel is merely browner and
streakier (in parts) than its more familiar counterpart. A Siberian Stonechat
is just a Stonechat from some place you’ve never been to that’s quite cold.
Who cares? Tick them off and move on.

The I’ve-lost-all-sense-of-sanity Twitch
By definition, an out of area bird. I thought I’d lost my mind when I drove 80
miles to see the Spotted Sandpiper in Coates Water Park in Wiltshire. But
then I drove 130 miles to Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire to not see the
Great Reed Warbler that had left 3 days earlier. I also drove 100 miles on a
school night to see the Collared Pratincole at Ham Wall although that was
nothing but sheer, unbridled joy at seeing a stunning and much hoped for
lifer. Finally, my personal record is 215 miles to see the Great Knot at Scolt
Head in Norfolk which was nevertheless combined with a short and very
hastily arranged mini-break.
So, there it is. Several categories of twitch to pore over and discuss at your
leisure. Or totally ignore and come up with your own instead. I just hope
you didn’t miss a county first while you were reading this.

John Moseley

Right: Pied Wagtail
having a scratch
Whiteley 13.2.17
Gareth Rees
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Wagtail Encounters
My first encounter with a Wagtail was back in the 1970’s. Then I kept a
local 14 foot clinker built ¾ deck sailing dinghy on the Lymington river.,
which I would frequently sail single handed. My boat was kept on a mooring close to the slipway, and needed a small dinghy to reach board it. One
year in April I noticed that each time I went sailing a bird would fly away,
and then on leaving my boat the bird would return. On examining the interior of my boat, I spotted a nest under the coving on top of a buoyancy bag.
I soon identified the bird as a wagtail. Having identified a “sitting bird” I reduced the number of times sailing, and reduced each sail to under 2 hours.
It was not long before the eggs hatched, which curtailed the sailing for
several weeks. Eventually the birds fledged and vacated their birth place.
To commemorate the event the boat was rechristened “Wagtail”. In retrospect, I was quite surprised that the eggs hatched, considering the time
the mother bird was temporarily “evicted” whilst I went sailing.
On a later occasion a somewhat aggressive Pied Wagtail continually attacked the wing mirrors on my car parked in the garden. Nothing would
deter its attacks, from installing temporary netting over the mirrors to cut
outs of Sparrow Hawks, pasted inside the windows. Eventually it must
have tired of its fruitless efforts, and departed to find a more suitable wing
mirror.
Ralph Hanley

Below: Pied Wagtail Blashford Lakes 27.2.17 Andy Tew
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RSPB Titchfield Haven Wildlife Explorer’s
Boat Tour of Chichester Harbour
On the 8th January, the Titchfield Haven branch of the RSPB’s Wildlife Explorers group took a solar boat tour of Chichester Harbour. The solar powered catamaran is virtually silent, offering a great opportunity to view a wide
range of birds, especially gulls and waders.
We arrived at West Itchenor on a grey and gloomy morning and boarded the
boat – noticing, as we did so, the flasks of coffee and tea – and biscuits
too. Following a comprehensive safety briefing, focusing on “don’t fall out of
the boat”, we set sail for an hour and a half around the harbour. Heading initially south-west towards the opening to the sea at East Head before turning
northwards and skirting along the eastern edge of Thorney Island.
With around 16 children on board, we had to get through the initial scramble
to demolish the contents of the tin of biscuits and drink all the hot drinks. But,
after this, we did get on with the process of looking for birds. We were helped
by the very knowledgeable staff on board who have a comprehensive
knowledge of the harbour and its wildlife. All in all, the following birds were
seen:
Kingfisher; Little Egret; Lapwing; Curlew; Teal; Red-breasted Merganser;
Turnstone; Brent Geese; Dunlin; Great Crested Grebe; Great Black-backed
Gull; Black-headed gull; Cormorant; Carrion Crow; Shelduck; Oystercatcher;
Grey Plover; Redshank
After around 50 minutes we reached the most northerly point of the trip. At
this point, we struggled with the question of why the village of West Thorney
is so named? When it’s on the eastern edge of Thorney! We also spotted a
Grey Seal at this point, resting on a mud bank and looking a lot like a big grey
bag of cement.
Editor’s Note: Picture of the Grey
Seal looking like a cement bag (and
probably just as heavy) indicated
by the red pointer arrow.
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On the return trip, the weather improved slightly, allowing us to add a Whimbrel to our bird list.
Arriving back at the jetty, it was definitely time for tea and cake. Despite the
greyness of the weather, a good time was had by all and we can definitely
recommend a trip on this boat.
Open to ages 4-19, the RSPB’s Wildlife Explorers groups inspire young people about birds, wildlife and the environment around them. Local groups
include Titchfield Haven and Pagham Harbour. For more info, Google
“RSPB Wildlife Explorers”.
Included is our very grey and very misty picture of our Grey Seal – or is it a
bag of cement?

Graeme Urquhart

Picture Credits:
See page 51
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Waxwing Gallery
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For Credits: See Page 51
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Birding on the Hoof
When you have a love of nature, life can never be boring. But, when we all
lead such busy lives, we must grab any opportunities we can to indulge our
interests. So, one of my best times for bird watching is on the school run. I
am lucky enough to have a largely rural school run and Buzzards feature well
in our sightings. Rarely does a trip go by without us spotting one, or five, but
some of those encounters stand out as memorable moments.
One summer’s afternoon I spotted two large birds interacting in the sky; one I
immediately identified as a Buzzard, the other I was unsure. It seemed huge
and it was swooping and diving at the Buzzard. By now I’d slowed the car
right down (luckily no cars behind me) and watched these birds for a short
while, thinking they were both birds of prey. Then, to my astonishment, I
realised that the other large bird, lunging with great agility and reasonable
speed, was a Heron. I have never seen a Heron fly like this before, I am only
used to seeing them fly gracefully and slowly, usually away from my pond! I
assume it was protecting a nest or young.
Another home-time encounter
involved a pair of Buzzards, which
we saw battling low in the sky in
front of us as we came around a
bend on a country lane. Tangled
together, they plummeted towards
the ground, one pulling away to the
right, clearing the hedge into the
field beside us; the other bird
continued down, pulling up at the
last moment and turning to swoop
directly towards us, just inches
from the ground. Just before hitting
us, the Buzzard pulled away to the
right and crash landed in the
hedge, very unceremoniously, right
beside us. I had by now stopped
the car, and was looking on in
amazement, more than a little
anxious about the prospect of
rescuing an injured and disgruntled
Buzzard from a hedge. However,
with a quick ruffle of its feathers,
the Buzzard hopped through the
hedge into the field and flew away
quite unharmed.

Buzzard Portchester
6.1.17 Jim Bennett
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In the winter months, we regularly see very close views of what we assume
to be the same Buzzard, sat right by the side of the road on the fence posts
of a field, or sometimes sat on the verge. These close views are wonderful, and I make myself sound (even more) ancient to my children by reminding them that when I was their age, I only ever saw Buzzards whilst on
holiday in mid-Wales.
We see Red Kites a few times a year, and my girls still point out a Kestrel,
even though they are 12 and 14 and think that they are beyond all that.
We’ve seen a Barn Owl on a late home run; partridges scampering across
the road on a winter morning; narrowly missed many a Pheasant, as well
as seeing all the usual everyday species.
Of course, it’s not just birds that we see. Deer are regulars, Foxes, the occasional Badger, Hares in the spring, a lively Stoat bouncing across the
road in front of us, and even a full herd of cows that had escaped.
So far from dreading the school run, I actually look forward to it. What will I
see today?

Nicola Knight

Picture credits:
See page 51

.
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Getting the most out of a trip to Titchfield Haven!
Titchfield Haven is a lovely reserve in the middle of the Solent, at Hill
Head. The official reserve stretches from the coast up to Posbrook, near
Titchfield village, but the fields and floods outside of the boundary also
draw in plenty of species, and are unofficially regarded as part of Titchfield
Haven. Although the reserve itself is only open from 9.30am until 5pm
(during BST), the canal path – that runs between Bridge Street, Titchfield,
and Hill Head - and seafront can be accessed at all hours and are well
worth exploring. Not only that, Brownwich and Chilling Cliffs, a short walk
from Hill Head, are also good for wandering around. Currently entry to the
reserve is £4.25, with concessions available for students and over 60s.
Children aged 5-16 are £2. Free Parking is available around the seafront,
and there’s a small car park at Bridge Street.
There are two sides to the reserve: the scrapes on the west side and the
river and meadows to the east. The entrance to the east side is a short
walk from the visitor centre, while the entrance to the west side is along
the seawall by the start of the canal path. Seven hides in total to explore,
with four on the west side and three on the east side. There is also the free
Cottage Hide looking out onto some feeders by the visitor centre. With the
variety of common, scarce and rarer species recorded in recent years,
who knows what you’ll see during your visit! Since 2014 the area has
played host to Black-winged Stilt, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Siberian and Caspian Stonechats, Tree Sparrow, Buff-breasted and
Semipalmated Sandpipers, Penduline Tits, Yellow-browed Warbler,
Stone Curlew and Snow Bunting, to name but a few…oh and an Alpine
Accentor that almost slipped away over Brownwich Cliffs unnoticed!
For much of the summer, the scrapes are a mosaic of black and white –
Avocets, Mediterranean and Black-headed Gulls and Common Terns
– but during Spring, and more so in late July to October, waders can drop
in at any moment, like Common, Green and Wood Sandpipers, Little
Ringed Plover, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and Ruff. The passage of
Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit and Knot is particularly noticeable in April
when sea watching at Hill Head. The light on the west side is often better
later in the day, although this is less of an issue as daylight increases and
dawn gets earlier and earlier. All the hides except the Meon Shore Hide
face east, into the sun.

20

The Meadow tends to be quieter in the summer, until the Stonechats,
Wheatear and Whinchats return, but the Knight’s Bank and Meadow hides
are good vantage points for raptor watching, including Hobby and Marsh
Harrier, as well as Spoonbill that seem to drop in at almost any time and
favour the Frying Pan. The Suffern hide, looking out onto the river, is often
good for Kingfisher once they return in late July after breeding up river, as
well as ducks, geese and grebes.
April and May, and then later mid-August through to early October, can be a
good time for the passage migrants. Terns gather on the scrapes, and beach
when the tide’s out, where all 6 of the regular terns can be seen – Common,
Sandwich, Arctic, Little, Black and Roseate. It’s always worth looking out
for them when sea watching too as they pass through, and often in spring the
odd Black Tern linger for a short time on the scrapes or Posbrook flood.
I remember someone commenting that Hill Head must be one of the worst
places one would consider sea watching, and compared to the likes of Portland Bill it probably is, but it has its moments! Light south easterlies in April
and May are most ideal for the passage of Gannets, terns, waders, gulls
and skuas and more, through the Solent, especially in the morning and evenings (perfect for waiting for the reserve to open!). If you’re lucky a sea watch
could yield Arctic Skuas, Kittiwake, Little Gull, the 5 commoner tern species, various ducks like Common Scoter, and Red-throated Diver. There’s
also the chance of Pomarine and Great Skuas, and Fulmar… There could
be birds on the sea too, so always worth scanning. More recently, the ducks
have been favouring the water around Fawley Power Station and Brownwich
Cliffs, and the last winter had an impressive selection with up to 7 Velvet
Scoter, 6 Scaup, 2 Long-tailed Ducks, 60 Common Scoter and 50 Eider,
Red-necked Grebe, and all three divers.
In the winter, the regular overwintering waders can be found on the beach,
including the Turnstones (that stay most of the year), Sanderling, Dunlin,
Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, Curlew and Oystercatchers. During Spring
and Autumn, additional species may include Knot, Bar-tailed Godwit, and
Whimbrel, among others. Plenty of gulls to check through too, as you never
know what could be lurking. Yellow-legged Gulls are seen throughout the
year, particularly in June and July after they disperse. Technically, Hill Head
ends once you walk west to the harbour, but generally sightings from “Hill
Head” include the area up to the western end of the chalets, and then further
west of that is Brownwich and Chilling, and Southampton Water/Hook. The
Meon Shore chalets are a favoured place for Black Redstart that tend to
appear in November. And for those who don’t know, reports from the Sailing
Club refer to Hill Head Sailing Club (not Salterns), and Rainbow Bar is the
spit exposed at low tide opposite the west entrance to the reserve.
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Along the canal path, and less so on the reserve, the various passerines
pass through, so in Spring and Autumn Wheatear, Whinchat, Redstart,
Spotted Flycatcher, Garden, and Willow Warblers are all possible, with
the first four species favouring fence posts in the various fields. Whitethroat and Lesser Whitethroat are also regularly seen along the canal
path too. The Floods are always worth scanning for Garganey and any
waders, while Tree Pipits (among others) are more likely to be flyovers so
listen out for them! As Autumn progresses, the flyover finches become
more of a feature. The first floodwater south of Bridge Street is Bridge
Street Floods, while Posbrook Floods is alongside the tarmac stretch of
path, with the east-west footpath on its south side. The east side of this
footpath to the equestrian fields is known as Little Crofton, and you can
continue along the footpath for a change of scene, when it’s passable. At
the north end of the tarmac track is a bridge that leads to Great Posbrooke
Farm, and the fields there are good for pipits and wagtails, especially in
spring.
Bearded Tits tend to go up river to breed, so the time to see them is August onwards when they reappear. Calm mornings are best, with the reed
bed by the road and west entrance to the reserve being a good spot to try,
although you may well see them anywhere around the scrapes too. Listen
out for the “pinging”!
Water Rail also become more visible around August, especially if the water
levels are good. Last year they were frequently seen on the scrapes, including right in front of the Meon Shore Hide. Elsewhere, the river is worth
checking, especially from the viewing point or Suffern Hide after low tide
when mud should be exposed.
Hopefully this gives you a good idea of what to do during a visit to Titchfield
Haven. There’s so much more to explore!
Thanks must go to the various local birders who frequent Titchfield Haven
and call it their patch, as they’ve spent many, many more years birding the
area than me but have been encouraging, friendly and passed on a great
deal of knowledge and tips for birding in general and on patch – you know
who you are! Without them, I wouldn’t have been able to write this article.
I’m sure there’s still even more to discover.

Amy Robjohns
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Cattle Egrets have been on the up this winter:

Picture credits:
see page 51
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Odds and Ends……...:

Top: Chaffinch in mirror
Testwood Lakes
11.3.17 Jayne Boulter
Above: Dunlin flock
Farlington 14.3.17
Robin Pascal
Left: Gadwall Titchfield
Haven 17.2.17 Peter
Hyde
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***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***
LATE MAY TO AUGUST 2017

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO LEAD A WALK, PLEASE CONTACT

Ted Barnes

Ted Barnes: 07811049281 or 02380266774 or ted.barnes@talktalk.net
You do not need to be a birding expert
Remember: Everyone is invited to these walks,
whatever your age or knowledge

Please Note:
Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions
A packed lunch is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader
if leaving the walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the
walk.
The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows:
A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.
B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.
C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.
D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles.
Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies
with the individual, not the Society.

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,
the shared knowledge, the flora and the birds.

Sunday 21st May – Otmoor RSPB
Leader Peter E. Hutchins (07895 388378)
14.00 until 17:00 (3 miles)
Meet at SP570126 – the reserve car park – this at the northern end of
Otmoor Lane (OS Landranger 165). A visit to one of the RSPB’s flagship
reserves in the south. Turtle Dove and Grasshopper Warbler are to be
hoped for amongst the large number of summer migrants now on territory,
waders, warblers, hirundines and flycatchers amongst these whilst
residents including the now-breeding Bittern. The farmland and wetlands
will provide a wide array of birdlife, as well as the opportunity to refresh
oneself with the management that has taken this reserve to its current
notable status. Walk category B.
June to August walks follow.
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Thursday 1st June – Hambledon and Broadhalfpenny Down
Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226 or 07747 151160)
10.00am until 3.00pm (5½ miles)
Park where you can in Hambledon Village and meet by the Vine Inn at
SU645150 (O/S Landranger 196) for this walk over farmland and chalk
land including Broadhalfpenny Down, the cradle of cricket, looking for
summer migrants and resident farmland birds. There are some styles
and path could be muddy after rain. Bring lunch and a drink.
Walk category C.
Saturday 10th June – Bishopstoke, Brambridge and Allbrook.
Leader John Clark (02380 618604)
10.00am until 2.30pm (4 miles)
Meet at the Methodist church car park Sedgwick Road Bishopstoke
(SU468194) for this circular walk from Bishopstoke to Brambridge,
Allbrook and down the river valley back to Bishopstoke looking for birds
of the season. Bring coffee/lunch.
Walk category B.
Saturday 17th June – New Forest, roding for the uninitiated
Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)
8.00pm until approx. 10.00pm
Meet opposite South Mead cottage (SU239051) on the Burley to
Lyndhurst Road when we will then proceed to Burley Old Inclosure for
an evening of Woodcock roding, owl calls and Nightjar purring. Bring a
torch and your very best insect repellent/insect hood. Stout footwear/
boots are recommended as access to the inclosure can be muddy after
rain. Walk category A.
Note - This exercise is weather dependent so please phone leader
in advance to check if the event is going ahead.
Saturday 24th June – Testwood, Nursling and Lower Test
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)
10.00am until 2.20pm (4½ miles)
Meet at Testwood Lake car park (SU347152) for this walk on flat
ground with a few stiles. We will be looking for birds of the summer and
other wildlife of park land and marsh land. Bring coffee/lunch.
Walk category A.
Sunday 25th June – Martin Down NNR
Leader Peter E. Hutchins (07895 388378) 14.00 until 17.00 (4 miles)
Meet at SU0571912 – the ‘grass’ reserve car park – this off the
southern end of Sillen Lane, Martin (OS Landranger 184). One of the
largest areas of chalk grassland still extant in the country and the place
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to both hear and see Turtle Dove in the county. The grassland and
woodland / scrub support a wide range of botany and invertebrates
which in turn assures a wide range of both resident and migratory
avian species – the latter to perhaps include Quail and Spotted Flycatcher and good numbers of warblers. Residents include Grey Partridge, Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer and Meadow Pipit; butterflies,
day-flying moths and the plants also helping to ensure a busy afternoon on site. Walk category C.
Saturday 1st July - Kings Hat Inclosure.
Leader Ted Barnes (02380 266774/07811 049281
10.30am until 12.30pm (2¼ miles)
Meet in the car park at SU386054 (O/S Explorer OL22) for this walk
through the inclosure containing both coniferous and deciduous
woodland and heath land. Possible species include Redstart,
Woodlark, and raptors. Some orchids may also be seen.
Walk category B.
Monday 10th July – Lymington Evening Swift Walk
Leader Andy Broadhurst (01590 622907)
7.00pm until 9.30pm
Park in the main car park behind Marks and Spencer on St Thomas’s Street ( SZ321963 - Post Code SO41 9NA and free from 6pm)
and meet at the ticket machines. We will do a tour of the Swift
breeding sites and enjoy some low-flying screaming parties. The
walk will end at the Kings Arms on St Thomas’s Street for refreshments and a close encounter with breeding Swifts.
Walk category A.
Note that good sightings of Swifts are dependent on fine
weather so please call the leader in advance of travelling to
check if the walk is on.
Sunday 23rd July – Magdalen Hill Down BC
Leader Peter E. Hutchins (07895 388378)
14.00 until 16.30 (2.5 miles)
Meet at SU510295 – the Magdalen Hill Cemetery car park – this on
the northern side of the B3404 (OS Landranger 185). This Butterfly
Conservation reserve on the outskirts of Winchester should provide
a ‘quiet’ Sunday afternoon’s birding away from the nearby bustle of
the city. The management of this reserve for Lepidoptera has also
drawn birds to the site, Kestrel sometimes present in good numbers
post-breeding whilst Buzzard are also often obvious. Both farmland
and scrub-loving species are to be anticipated, including warblers,
buntings, larks, pipits and finches whilst the nearby treatment works
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and more open farmland add gulls, waders, gamebirds and further
raptors. The time of the visit, both in the year and day, will also
ensure that there’s much to be seen apart from the birdlife present –
butterflies, day-flying moths and other invertebrates and the plant life
associated with them providing ample distractions.
Walk category B / C.
Saturday 5th August - Warsash
Leader Ted Barnes (078110 492810/02380 266774)
10.00am until 2.00pm (3 – 4 miles)
Meet in the Passage Lane car park north of the marina (SU489062)
for this walk looking mainly for summer residents on the shore and
the scrape at Hook. Bring coffee/lunch.
Walk category B.
Sunday 27th August - Twyford, Owselbury and Hensting
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)
10.00am until 4.00pm (5½ miles)
Meet at SU483242 – Hunter’s Park car park – off Park Lane Twyford
(OS Landranger 185). We will walk up Park Lane and then along
Love Lane and then along Monarch’s Way to Owselbury. Then on to
Water Lane to Hensting Farm and, finally back over the high ground
to Twyford. We hope to see summer bird activity and other wildlife.
Mainly farmland, village, hedgerow and grassland. Bring coffee/lunch.
Walk category B/C.
Sunday 20th August – Crookham & Greenham Commons
Leader Doug. Kelson (07786 647784)
09.00 until 13:00 (3 miles)
Meet at SU523645 – the Crookham Common car park – this at the
junction of Old Thornford Road and Crookham Common Road (OS
Landranger 174). The heath, its pools and the woodland that
surround this disused USAF site are busy with southbound migrants
at this time of year, waders and chats often particularly of note. The
search for such species will invariably locate residents including
Dartford Warbler, Woodlark, Stonechat and Woodcock whilst
Nightingale, Nightjar, Whinchat and both Sylvia and Phylloscopus
warblers may be among those lingering from the breeding season, or
recently arrived for short autumnal sojourns.
Walk category B
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Reports of previous HOS walks
Court Drove, The Harrow Way & Willesley Warren:
29th January 2017
The HOS walk this morning was most notable for the rain that fell, and fell,
and fell, until the walk finished!
Taking in Court Drove as far north as Willesley Warren the inclement
weather didn't stop the 8 attendees finding a few things of interest.
On the rain easing Red Kite were, as might be anticipated, obvious with
perhaps 10+ birds being seen, including a gathering of three and several
tangling in mid-air. Buzzard were not so aerial, most being seen sat atop
more distant trees. A Kestrel was the only other raptor seen, and this by
perhaps just one person.
The hundreds of Woodpigeon recorded, often flushed by an unknown
source, were joined by a handful of Stock Dove, a pair of Collared Dove
and a party of 'racing pigeon'; the latter in many cases bright white against
the all too grey backdrop.
Yellowhammer were joined by Reed Bunting in the cover crops, both Redwing and Fieldfare being seen in mobile flocks and a flock of Chaffinch
dropping to feed in a 'farm yard' was joined by a vocal group of Linnet.
Marsh Tit were vocal in hedgerows where initially little moved, a pair being
seen to within feet. The weather clearing brought out more birds, parties of
Long-tailed Tit, several Goldcrest, one again to within feet of all present,
and Bullfinches coming immediately to mind. Skylark rose in song and
Meadow Pipit moved across
the plough as they fed.
Overhead Lesser Blackbacked Gull moved south-west
whilst an erratic flock of Blackheaded Gull was battered by
the wind as it moved eastwards.

Dunnock Keyhaven
20.2.17 Jim Bennett
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The 'mist' lifting from the fields
allowed Pheasant to be seen,
both Grey and Red-legged
Partridge being all too shortstayers on being located.
Brown Hare were more obliging, the first a water-logged
individual being followed up by
a 'pair' preparing for March! A
further two more distantly were
seen later, as were a pair of,
apparent, coursers - not good and something that ought to be looked for and
reported on any other locals wandering the farmland in the coming weeks.
Dunnock, Robin, Great Tit, Wren, Song Thrush and the aforementioned Skylark were in song, but a nesting Woodpigeon, at the school, was even further
advanced in its spring-like activities.
So, for me disappointing because of the weather and the perceived lack of
wildlife about the fields and woodland, though the morning was brightened
considerably by those making the effort to attend - a big thank you to these.

Peter Hutchins

Lepe: 4th February 2017
The weather was going to be a factor, or so I thought, but it had passed over
by the morning and we had a dead calm on the Solent off Lepe with a cloud
cover on the Isle of Wight cutting off the hill tops leaving the TV mast protruding out.
We (15 of us) set off up the slope to the grassy higher level car park here we
had our first species to identify, a wagtail. “What sort is that one?” I asked the
chorus. “It was Pied and what’s the difference to a white I asked?”, we then
went through the main differences between them. At this stage we had lost
Mary as she went over to the nearby pine trees to have a good look at the
needles, “they have three needles she reported back, I wonder what species
they are?” I said I think you will find they are Maritime Pine, me looking at the
large cones hanging from the upper branches. Anyhow Mary was satisfied
with my answer she would check up on them when she gets home.
We then had a quick peek at the sand bar area protruding out into the Solent
several different species were called Great Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull,
Carrion Crow, Redshank, Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Cormorant and RedBreasted Merganser feeding in the current off the tip of the spit. We continued
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Buzzards Blashford Lakes
5.1.17 Mike Duffy
Along to the scrape ticking
off Dunnock, Blackbird,
Song Thrush, Chaffinch,
and numerous Robin on
the way.
At the scrape we, with
scopes, set up on the
small grassy knoll and
proceeded to sweep the
scrape. Mallard, Redshank, Teal, Shelduck, Pheasant, Roe Deer, Linnet, a
solitary Greenshank, Lapwing, Grey Heron, and then Bittern was called, the
bird in question was then studied by the other scope operators. This then was
to change to female Pheasant which was partially hidden by the reeds, good
try though. A further scan of the spit gave us Brent Geese, Oystercatcher,
Turnstone and another Ringed Plover.
After exhausting the scrape we then made our way to the hide back across
the road we had added Greenfinch, Bullfinch, Goldfinch, a fly-by Kestrel and a
perching Buzzard on the edge of the adjoining field.
Having given the code to enter the hide to Cath she duly managed to let us all
in, due to our numbers there were three left at the rear peering over the
other’s shoulders who were seated. There are some four feeders to the front
and sides of the hide these had been fully replenished with seeds and
peanuts on which there were Blue, Great and Marsh Tits, Robin, Dunnock
and Chaffinch feasting on them and a male Pheasant was clearing up
underneath.
Out on the reed bed area to the front of hide lies the water and grass areas
with feeding Lapwing along with Wigeon, Redshank and Teal the BlackHeaded Gulls were having a spruce up as they do in the water. “What’s that
bird in the far distant trees opposite?”, asked one of the observers. Ian with
his camera and long lens soon had the bird photographed and interrogated,
and it’s only a Woodpigeon. A couple who were leaving the hide as we arrived
reported seeing a Marsh Harrier but we unfortunately didn’t, next time I hope
we will. As we meandered along back to the car park Ted’s favourite bird, who
he can do a good mimic, was heard to call over the nearby field, a Raven.
So our visit revealed a total of 44 species which for a relatively small area was
a good total, this was tempered somewhat by the lack of number of birds on
the foreshore which were continually being disturbed by the large amount of
dog walkers with their furry four legged beasties running free with some
chasing the bird life, barking and doing what dogs do when let off the lead.
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This practice is, or has become, a problem where ever there are any open
spaces in the forest and an education of the owners should be a prerequisite of bringing any dog to the area of Lepe and the New Forest or any other
area come to that.
There used to be law in the New Forest that it was only the king and his mates who could let dogs run free (hunting deer) any other dog was to be killed
or something like that. Couldn’t that law be reinstated?

Dave Munday

Warsash: 9th February 2017
20 members attended this walk starting from The Passage Lane car park.
We strolled along the shoreline in the direction of Hill Head towards the
scrapes. The tide was high and it was bitterly cold.
There was very little to be seen on the Solent excepting for a single cormorant and about a dozen overflying Brent Geese, a Great Crested Grebe, a
few Wigeon and a single flying Avocet.
Also seen along this section were 2 Redshanks on the shore line, and 2
Great Spotted Woodpeckers, 2 Collared Doves and a small flock of House
Sparrows in and around the adjacent vegetation/trees.
Just prior to reaching the scrape a single Dartford Warbler, Stonechat and
Kingfisher were seen by the more observant of the party.
The scrapes proved quieter than expected given the condition of the tide.
However, Wigeon, Teal, Shelduck, Shoveler, Gadwall, Lapwing and Blackheaded gulls of varying quantities were present. In addition a single Common Gull, Moorhen, a hovering Kestrel and 2 Stock Doves were present.
We walked a little further along the shore with little to view but for a glimpse
of a Green Woodpecker, Red-breasted Merganser and a few Turnstones
before turning inland and returning to the coast via the recreation ground
and the Warsash Maritime Academy.
The tide had receded considerably and we were treated to a large flock of
feeding Dunlin, a number of Grey Plovers and Black-tailed Godwits, Curlew,
Little Grebe, Ringed Plover, more Wigeon, a single Oystercatcher and once
again the Avocet before returning to our start point.
Also seen at various points throughout the walk were Herring Gull, Carrion
Crow, Woodpigeon, Magpie, Blackbird, Grey Heron, Goldfinch, Rock Pipit,
Pied Wagtail, Rook, Little Egret, Canada Goose, Long-tailed Tit, Wren,
Great Tit, Starling, Greenfinch and Jackdaw………………...Ted Barnes.
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The Alresfords: 26th February 2017
43 species were spotted or heard in all, highlights as follows: on the
cress beds on the way to Pinglestone Farm a Common Sandpiper then a
Cattle Egret in with 16 Little Egret at Pinglestone. Also seen from the
road here 2 Water Pipits, 4 Meadow Pipits, 1 Stonechat and a Grey
Wagtail. At the pond a male Pochard, 50-60 Lapwing, many more Teal
and a pair of Great Spotted Woodpecker which stayed for some while low
down on waterside tree.
All in all a good trip.

Sue Clark

Left: Grey Wagtail
Blashford
22.3.17
David Cuddon

Right: Pochard
Titchfield Haven
4.1.17
Dave Levy

33

Twyford, Owselbury and Hensting: 5th March 2017
This was an experimental walk at a new inland location. There were only
four of us, perhaps due to a bad weather forecast or the fact that it may
have been perceived as an uninteresting place to go to the rank and file of
HOS. Certainly it was jolly muddy with much time spent looking down at our
feet to try to avoid slipping up or getting ‘plastered’. I was pleased that my
wellingtons coped well! However there was plenty to see.
Apart from a sudden and very sharp hail shower at about 2 o’clock and an
occasional cold blast from the west, the weather turned out to be not too
bad for the time of year. There was warm sunshine at times and a most
pleasant lunch stop on the picnic tables outside Owselbury Church.
36 species of birds were recorded in total. The Skylarks were in full song
along the Monarch Way and a Yellowhammer was proclaiming it’s territory
on the edge of the Twyford Waterworks. Most of the common country,
woodland and garden birds seen with at least 3 Buzzards on show and also
a hovering Kestrel. One of the group left us before lunch and consequently
saw a Red Kite over the Hensting area. Small numbers of Redwing and
Fieldfare were seen in places too.
The highlight was the gull flock on the horse paddocks west of Hensting
Farm. As expected, most of these were the ubiquitous Black-headed Gull
but among them were a Common Gull and three Mediterranean Gulls. Two
of the Med Gulls were typical adults coming into breeding dress but the third
bird puzzled us. This one seemed to be a hybrid with the wide wing tips and
black head of the Med Gull but more like BH Gull in size, bill shape and the
fact that there was a clear white nape. Very strange!
Other wildlife was limited by the blustery conditions but 4 Roe Deer seen
resting peacefully together on the edge of a field north of Love Lane,
Twyford. A dark coloured butterfly was seen, briefly, at Owselbury village
and a fair number of spring flowers were up including Primrose, Moschatel
(also known as Town Hall Clock); and at Water Lane, two curious pale pink
spikes of the native Toothwort under a Hazel.

Mediterranean Gulls
Sturt Pond area
21.11.17 Andy Tew
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Wading Bird Assortment………
Left: Greenshank (with coloured
leg rings) Emsworth January 2017
Harry Braunton
Below: Snipe Farlington Marshes
13.2.17 Gower Lloyd
Bottom: Oystercatcher Titchfield
Haven 16.3.17 Dave Levy
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A Routine WeBS Day
The Spring 2017 Kingfisher was delivered yesterday with another plea from
our editor for contributions to the HOS Newsletter.
Today, February 11th, is the designated date for the monthly Wetland Bird
Survey (WeBS) at Portsmouth Harbour so these anecdotes relate to an
ordinary days bird-watching in southeast Hampshire to, perhaps, fill a page
or two in a forthcoming Kingfisher.
The weather was as predicted, with an overcast sky and a cool northerly
airstream.
At home Pamela and I eat breakfast, as usual, watching birds in and around
our suburban garden at Waterlooville. At 07.20 hrs two Herring Gulls circled
over and shortly afterwards a Woodpigeon arrived in a tree followed by a
few others flying low NW, returning from a presumed roost. Our Winter Jasmine, due to be pruned, attracted a Wren briefly. The main interest was provided by a pair of Magpies continuing to bring sticks to their nest, which they
began constructing on February 8th, near the top of a neighbour’s conifer.
The routine for participating in the WeBS is well established, suffice to say
that counting should be made within two hours either side of high water
which was predicted at 11.02 hrs, at a height of 4.6m on this day. As a
member of the Portsmouth Harbour team, being responsible for counting
most of the northeast Harbour, I drove to Horsea Island, passing the Widley
rookery on the A3, opposite Portsdown churchyard where some Rooks were
in attendance at their nests.
Horsea Island, which geographically is no longer an island, having lost that
status when the reclamation from the Harbour was undertaken during the
construction of the
M275 motorway,
Port Solent and the
Landfill Site, the
latter known as
Paulsgrove Reclamation, incorporating the POS of
greensward and
shelter belts, opposite the car park at
Port Solent, and
(now) the Former
Tip or Rubbish
Dump.
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At Horsea Island I
proceeded to count
the birds at this MoD
site where the two
most important species, in terms of numbers, are Little Egret
and Little Grebe.
When I began counting in 1991 Horsea
Island was not an included site, but following the chance discovery of Little Egrets
using the eastern
scrub for roosting this
area was subsequently added to those areas to be counted. However, nowadays the egrets are rarely seen in this scrub preferring to rest in trees beside the lake, towards the western end of that water. It is usual to count all of
the species using the 1km long lake from the eastern end but obvious care
has to be taken not to miss any birds in the trees at the western end which
requires stealth, often from a car, to see potentially obscure birds. Having
counted one egret from the main observation point, just before 10.00 hrs,
eight were observed at 10.35, shortly before I left the Island. Little Grebe and
Coot, being diving species pose an obvious problem when counting so I usually make five scans of the lake, on this occasion Little Grebe numbers were
16,14, 19, 17 and 14 and Coot 7, 10, 12, 11 and 10. The other wetland species at Horsea were one Cormorant, two Moorhens, one Common Gull, and
one Kingfisher.
A part of the East Harbour is visible from Horsea Island enabling the prime
roosting area for waders, by concrete blocks, towards the east end, to be
counted. Oystercatchers, Redshanks and Turnstones favour this area. In
addition this visit produced 45 Red-breasted Mergansers, including some
adult drakes displaying on the water off the western end of Horsea.
Leaving Horsea Island I proceeded to view the eastern side of Paulsgrove
Lake where 25 Ringed Plovers, the only record of this species in the whole
of Portsmouth Harbour, were using the sloping masonry. These waders can
be prone to disturbance when people unintentionally walk close to this spot.
The POS produced a few gulls, but this grassland failed to attract Brent
Geese which have been absent throughout this winter.
Moving on to the Former Tip a lone Buzzard was disturbed as I followed a
clockwise route on a track roughly parallel to the motorway, eventually
reaching the New Lake (SU643040), tucked away in the extreme southeast
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corner where very few birds are now encountered because the water level
remains high, covering islets which were favoured by a few waders and
where Canada Geese and Oystercatchers have nested. Today only four
Mallard were present. A further view of the Eastern Harbour is then visible
from a track at the bottom of the bank near M275. A Kingfisher flew alongside the creek and was later relocated resting on top of the rip-rap. However, wherever this area is viewed from it is impossible to see the entire zone
due to the man made structures, but does allow a re-count of the birds
whose numbers frequently vary from the earlier count. The maximum figures
from the two counts are submitted. The main numbers today were 93 Oystercatchers and 12 Turnstones.
From Paulsgrove Reclamation my
route continues via Port Solent
where only a few minutes is required to observe a part of this
housing/marina area at Bryher Island before finishing at the northern
end of Paulsgrove Lake, by Southampton Road. The main importance of stopping at this last
viewpoint is to check for any waders roosting on moored boats. No
waders were present on this occasion, although five other wetland
species were seen, including three
Goldeneyes.
On my way home a visit was made
to Purbrook Lake (SU679080)
which is a useful location for monitoring the local population of gulls, mainly
Black-headed. Earlier this year an adult Moorhen was found for the first time
on this open water and remained today.
The small pond on the Brambles Business Park at Waterlooville, also known
as Elettra Avenue Pond (SU674097) is one of the only areas I am aware of
that locally attracts Bullfinches in the surrounding scrub. A male was present
in the undergrowth.
Without making a special effort to boost the number of species seen during
the day a total of 44 were recorded.

Peter J. Strangeman
Photographs and sketch map (above) by Peter Strangeman. Pictures on
pages 36 & 37 are of the new lake at the former Paulsgrove Reclamation;
photographed on 11.2.17 and 23.1.17 respectively.
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An old record of Montagu’s Harrier, Stone-curlew and
Woodlark in the Test Valley.
Recently, while sorting through some old paperwork, I came across a letter I received from Ingram Cleasby sometime after the publication of Birds
of Hampshire in 1993. It was dated 21 March but without a year.
To quote: ‘I have just had the opportunity to browse through your Birds of
Hampshire ……. may I add one distant record for your archive. In the
summer of 1942 I was in camp at Barton Stacey with part of the Airlanding Brigade. While there I was lucky enough to find a Montagu’s Harrier
nest with 3 eggs on Bransbury Common. Eventually two young were present on 19 July but when I went to the nest on 26 July there was only one
young bird. The hen was not brooding and there was no food on the nest.
I suppose it is possible that the older bird was somewhere in the rushes
but I failed to find it. When I visited the nest later there was no sign of the
young birds, nor did I see the adults, if I remember correctly’.
At that time, there were even pairs of
Stone Curlew on the arable fields between the two camps, and of course
Woodlarks on the downs to the west.
The birdlife of the area was extraordinarily rich at that time.
From Cleasby’s letter, it would appear
that the harriers unfortunately failed
to raise their young.
Intrigued by the letter, I did an internet search on Ingram Cleasby and
discovered that he had died in 2009, aged 88, but had led a very full life.
He was a major in the Airborne Forces Division and was taken prisoner
following the ill-fated Arnhem landings, he was a chaplain to Archbishop
Garbutt of York and was the last surviving clergyman who officiated at the
Queen’s coronation in 1953, he later became vicar of St. Mary’s at Chesterfield, the famous crooked-spire church which recently hosted a Crag
Martin, and then became Dean of Chester before retiring to his home area of Sedbergh in Cumbria, where he was involved in setting up a refuge
for Red Squirrels at Thirlmere. See http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
obituaries/4958541/The-Very-Reverend-Ingram-Cleasby.html

John Clark
Photograph above: Montagu’s Harrier male taken at an undisclosed location in England 29.6.16 Alan Lewis.
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Will Environmental Protection go up in smoke after Brexit?
In the week that article 50 was triggered to start the process of Britain’s
retreat from the European Union the Daily Telegraph, with support from
many on the political right, launched a campaign for ‘a bonfire of EU red
tape’. They want to reduce constraints on business and they have urged
that after confirming all existing EU legislation in their ‘great repeal bill’ the
government should start the process of ‘burning’ much of it at the earliest
opportunity. A major element of this EU ‘red tape’ is designed to prevent
businesses from causing damage to the environment and Martin Harper of
the RSPB considers that as much as 80% of the UK’s environmental policies are currently shaped by the EU. If the Telegraph’s supporters have
their way much vital nature protection legislation could be considered simply as ‘red tape’ and ‘burned’.
Without legislation to protect wildlife and wildlife habitats how much of them
would survive? Surely our wildlife is a vital national asset which must be
protected. In Hampshire, we have good reason to be grateful for EU protections. Many of us will remember the bitter dispute over the proposal by
ABP for a new container port at Dibden Bay. It was rejected after a yearlong inquiry in 2004 largely due to the classification of the Solent and
Southampton Water as a Special Protection Area under the EU’s Habitats
Directive. The internationally important bird habitat at Dibden Bay would
have been destroyed along with enormous collateral damage to the eastern fringes of the New Forest by the construction of major roads for the
transportation of containers. We can be thankful for the EU protections.
Since then ABP have found a better solution to their problem (for the time
being!).
So, what are the prospects of the Daily Telegraph getting its bonfire? The
Government intends to transpose all current EU legislation into UK law in a
‘great repeal bill’ in which they are giving themselves time-limited powers to
amend the legislation on ‘technical’ issues without detailed Parliamentary
scrutiny. This so-called ‘Henry VIII clause’ has been attacked by opposition
MP’s and lawyers because it seems to grant the government the unaccountable powers of a renaissance monarch. The government is leaving
itself free to decide what a ‘technical’ issue is. One example they have apparently put forward is ‘removing consultations required before oil companies are permitted to build in protected habitats’ (Guardian, 1 Apr 2017). So
perhaps environmental protections may be ditched without a parliamentary
vote before Brexit is completed. Even if this risk does not materialise there
is a longer-term aspiration to cut regulation.
Ministers have in the past shown their dislike of environmental legislation.
In 2011 Chancellor George Osborne complained about the ‘gold-plating’ of
rules on habitats which he said were too costly for business. Just before
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the referendum George Eustace, the pro-Brexit Farming Minister, told the
Guardian (30 May 2016) that ‘the birds and habitats directives would go’
because they were ‘spirit crushing’. More recently the government has
made legal challenges against environmentally damaging activities more
difficult. In February 2017, it made an order dramatically increasing the
potential legal costs of losing a claim which will effectively prevent individuals and small groups from acting because it could cost them their homes
and everything they own. The RSPB, Friends of the Earth and ClientEarth
have made a legal challenge against this order. Martin Harper’s RSPB
blog www.rspb.org.uk/martinharper of 1 March 2017 gives a fuller explanation of this complex issue.
Before the referendum many commentators warned that a leave vote
might ultimately lead to the stripping from UK law of many of the legal protections, including those for nature, currently conferred by the EU. Might
this actually come to pass and is it what leave voters actually voted for?

John Jones
Editor’s Note: Opinions expressed in the above article are not necessarily
those of the Society or of the editor.

Bird Trail 2017: Blashford Lakes:
Sunday 24th September
Following on from the success of the 2016 Bird Trail we will, again, be
holding the event at HIWWT’s Blashford Lakes Nature Reserve.
Bird Trail is a fun day designed for accompanied teams of youngsters to
have a go and develop their bird watching with skilled support from Hampshire Ornithological Society and Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
volunteers. Teams of youngsters, accompanied by their adult leaders and
a HOS volunteer, follow a trail of bird watching and other activities at stations around the nature reserve which include bird hides, pond dipping, owl
pellet dissection, tree identification, bird ringing demonstration and moth
trap investigation. They collect points as they go around the stations and
these are added up for certificates and prizes.
Many thanks to all of you who have already signed up as volunteers, sponsors or to bring a group.
Please let me know: patricia.brown129@btinternet.com if you are able to
help as a volunteer or with sponsorship.
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We still need volunteers to act as a guide, help with ‘admin’ on the day
[registration, binocular distribution, checking sheets etc.] or to support the
other activities. Please let me know your preference. There will be a briefing
and orientation session for volunteers at Blashford Lakes on Saturday, 16th
September at 09:30. You are then welcome to stay at the reserve or it leaves
the rest of your day free.
Sponsorship of any kind,
such as 12 individual
prizes, would be much
appreciated.
If you are involved with, or
know of, groups of young
people [aged 5 - 18] please
enter a team. Teams are
allocated on a first come
first served basis. The
maximum number of young
people per group is 12 and
they must be accompanied
by the relevant number of leaders [this depends on the age of the youngsters
- some need just one, but the younger ones require a higher ratio - the
leaders will know]. Teams must be booked in advance. To sign up a team or
for further information please contact: blashfordlakes@hiwwt.org.uk .
Our President, Chris
Packham has been a
supporter of the Bird
Trail for many years and
hopes to join us at this
year’s event, subject to
filming obligations as yet
unknown. Those of you
who were at last year’s
Bird Trail will remember
Chris spent some time
with us and was
interactive with the
activities and young
people as well as giving
a talk and handing out prizes at the closing ceremony. Chris says ‘if I am in
the UK I will be with you.”

Patricia Brown
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A Trio of Wrens

Above: Anton Lakes 20.1.17
Brian Cartwright
Right: Blashford 18.3.17 David Cuddon
Below: Basingstoke 25.3.17 Dave Levy
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Hampshire Highlights
January to March 2017

Amy Robjohns

JANUARY
Rarities were a Little Bunting at Portsdown Hill (25th-31st), Cattle
Egrets at a number of locations – including eight at Warblington, up to
two Siberian Chiffchaffs at Darby Green, and a Snow Bunting at Hill
Head that remained throughout the month. Other birds of note include
Caspian Gulls at Keyhaven (1st), Black Point, Hayling Island (8th), and
Blashford Lakes (21st, 28th), Glaucous Gull at Black Point (25th), a
White-fronted Goose that spent time at Blashford Lakes and Harbridge,
Black Brant at Hayling Island, up to four Short-eared Owls at Farlington Marshes, Great White Egrets and Bitterns at various sites, Whimbrel at Keyhaven (1st), and a Little Gull at Brownwich. A small number
of Waxwings were seen: at Overton (6th), Testwood Lakes (16th), Winchester (23rd-25th) and up to eight at Basingstoke (from 27th).
Offshore, Long-tailed Ducks were at Cams Bay (16th), Langstone Harbour and Hill Head. Also at Hill Head were 6 Scaup (from 21st), up to 60
Eider, a maximum of 16 Common Scoter, Red-throated Diver (1st),
Black-necked Grebe (15th), and a Goosander (22nd). Elsewhere, all
three divers were recorded in Chichester Harbour, small numbers of
Scaup at Sowley Pond, Testwood Lakes and Mayflower ParkSouthampton, and Velvet Scoters off Sandy Point-Hayling Island (1st
and 10th).
FEBRUARY
Star birds were a Little Bunting at Portsdown Hill (1st-9th), Snow Bunting at Hill Head (1st-4th), 2 Ring-billed Gulls and a Caspian Gull at
Blashford Lakes (5th-10th), Red-necked Grebe off Brownwich Cliffs (5th),
Cattle Egret at Pinglestone Watercress Beds (1st-24th), and Waxwings
at Whiteley (11th -19th) and others were at Ringwood (19th to 21st), Winchester (20th) and Fleet (26th). The Little Gull remained at Brownwich
throughout the month, while a Pale-bellied Brent Goose was at Chilling
(17th), Scaup at Blashford Lakes, a Black Brant was at Inchmery (19th)
and the White-fronted Goose stayed at Harbridge. Farlington Marshes
continued to be a reliable site for Short-eared Owl, while a notable gathering of 100,000+ Starlings was at Winchester (evening of 21st).
Scaup and Long-tailed Ducks at Hill Head and Langstone Harbour,
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and all three diver species were recorded, including a long staying
Black-throated Diver in Chichester Harbour. Little and Glaucous
Gulls were both recorded off Hayling Island, while up to 14 Blacknecked Grebes were present in Langsone Harbour, and Hill Head
continued to yield large numbers of Eider and a smaller flock of
Common Scoter, along with two Velvet Scoter (3rd-28th).
MARCH
Rarities were Cattle Egrets – one at Pinglestone Watercress Beds (1st14th), two at Fishlake Meadows (1st-26th), one at Braishfield (12th-20th),
and a Cattle Egret flew past Testwood Lakes on 16th and 28th. Two
Great White Egrets were regularly recorded at Testwood Lakes and
Fishlake Meadows, while one was at Pennington (17th). A flock of up to
20 Waxwings, the largest in Hampshire this winter, were present at
Fleet (2nd-5th), 16 were at Avington (18th), and a Ring-necked
Parakeet that had been present all winter was briefly seen in West End
(2nd). A Crane flew through the Solent on the evening of 24th – it was
first picked up at Badminston GP, and later at Farlington Marshes,
heading east. The White-fronted Goose continued to be seen at
Harbridge throughout the month, a Black Brant was at Hayling Island,
and Pale-bellied Brent Geese recorded at three locations.
Many summer migrants have been recorded throughout the county, the
first of each noted: Sand Martin at Titchfield Haven and Avington
(10th), Swallow at Acres Down (11th), Garganey at Eling Marsh (11th),
Willow Warbler at Abbotswood Fields (13th), Wheatear at Sandy
Point, Hayling (10th), Little Ringed Plover at Blashford Lakes (3rd),
Whitethroat at Abbotswood Fields (19th), Yellow Wagtail at Timsbury
(24th), House Martin at Southsea Castle (13th), and Sedge Warbler at
Avington Lakes (31st). There was also an inland record of Sandwich
Tern at Blashford Lakes on 30th.
Offshore, a Great Skua flew east past Sandy Point, Hayling Island,
while Long-tailed Ducks remained on the sea at Hill Head and
Langstone Harbour, Hill Head’s Scaup stayed until 14th, while the
Velvet Scoter disappeared after 3rd. A Velvet Scoter later appeared at
Keyhaven (25th-31st), and Scaup was also recorded at Blashford
Lakes. Little Gulls were seen at Keyhaven (28th-30th), Fleet Pond
(31st), Petersfield (eight on 27th), Blashford Lakes (27th), and the long
staying individual at Brownwich.
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Recent Reports
January to March 2017

Amy Robjohns

This summary focuses on larger counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities reported throughout the period (capitals indicating
less than annual occurrence). Most records are from Birdguides
and Goingbirding websites: a much more complete picture will
eventually appear in the Hampshire Bird Report. Regular site summaries by HOS members appear monthly in Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS website. Sightings refer to single birds unless
otherwise stated. Inclusion in this list does not indicate that sightings of rarities have been considered by the appropriate records
committee.
White-fronted Goose: Harbridge/Blashford Lakes 13/1-19/3
Light Bellied Brent Goose: West Lane, Hayling Island 1/1, 3/3;
Farlington Marshes 5/2, 12/2, 25/2; Chilling Cliffs 17/2; Lepe 10/2,
11/03; Inchmery 12/3
Black Brant: Mill Rythe, Hayling Island 17/1-1/2; Inchmery 19/2;
Eastney 24/2; Tournerbury, Hayling Island 3/3
Garganey: Eling Marsh 11/3; Pennington 12/3, 18/3-25/3; Fleet
Pond 2 18/2-25/3; Ashlett Mill Pond 2 18/3
Ferruginous Duck: Blashford Lakes 1/1-8/3
Common Scoter: Hill Head/Brownwich max. 16 1/1-14/3, 8NW
14/3; Milford-on-Sea 1E 7/1, 3 25/2; Eaststoke, Hayling Island 3
8/2, 09/2; Hamble Shore 12/2; Lepe 1W 17/2, 4E 25/2; Hamble
Point Marina 11/3; Hurst Castle 8 16/3
Velvet Scoter: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 1W 1/1, 3 10/1; Hill
Head/Brownwich 2SE 3/2, 2 4/2-3/3; Pennington 25/3-31/3
Long-tailed Duck: Hill Head/Brownwich 1/1-7/3, 2 12/3-31/3; Hayling Oysterbeds 2 1/1-11/3; Chichester Harbour 6/2
Black-throated Diver: Chichester Harbour 1/1-17/2; Hill Head 1E
5/2
Black-necked Grebe: Langstone Harbour max. 16 1/1-18/3;
Blashford Lakes 1-2 1/1-20/3; Fareham Creek 1/1-21/1; Hill Head
15/1; Lepe 15/1, 2 4/2-5/2;
Red-necked Grebe: Hill Head/Brownwich 5/2
Slavonian Grebe: Chichester Harbour 3 1/1, 1 4/2; Langstone
Harbour 2/1; Pennington max. 4 3/1-25/3; Milford-on-Sea 11/2
CRANE: Titchfield Haven 2/3 – a released bird from Slimbridge;
Badminston GP 1E 24/3; Farlington Marshes 1E 24/3
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CATTLE EGRET: Eling 1/1-24/1; Harbridge 1-2 1/1-9/1; Warblington max. 8 1/1-21/1; Titchfield Haven 3 3/3; Northney, Hayling Island 2 4/1; Pinglestone Watercress Beds 29/1-12/3; Fishlake
Meadows 1-2 9/3-24/3; Braishfield 12/3, 20/3; Alresford Pond 14/3;
Northington 15/3; Lower Test Marsh 16/3
Great White Egret: Blashford Lakes 1-2 1/1-19/2; Harbridge 4/1;
Bickton 8/1, 14/2; Greywell 22/1; Bramshill Plantation 19/2; Testwood Lakes 14/3-21/3; Pennington 17/3; Fishlake Meadows 17/3
Spoonbill: Keyhaven max. 6 2/1-22/3; Titchfield Haven Canal Path
2 13/2; Inchmery 7 19.2; Titchfield Haven 3 28/2, 4 7/3, 8/3, 25/3;
Farlington Marshes 11/3-13/3
Little Gull: Brownwich Cliffs 1/1-16/3; Sandy Point, Hayling Island
2/2; Petersfield 27/3; Blashford Lakes 27/3; Pennington 28/3-30/3;
Fleet Pond 31/3
Glaucous Gull: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 25/1, 10/2
Caspian Gull: Keyhaven 1/1; Chichester Harbour 8/1; Blashford
Lakes 21/1, 28/1, 5/2-7/2
Ring-billed Gull: Blashford Lakes 1-2 2/1-12/3
Sand Martin: Avington 3 10/3 – first of the year
House Martin: Southsea Castle 2 13/3 – first of the year
Swallow: Acres Down 11/3 – first of the year
Willow Warbler: Rooksbury Mill, Andover 13/3 – first of the year
Siberian Chiffchaff: Darby Green 1-2 1/1-29/1
LITTLE BUNTING: Portsdown Hill 25/1-9/2
Snow Bunting: Hill Head 1/1-3/2
PLEASE SEND RECORDS TO THE COUNTY RECORDER SO
THAT THEY CAN BE INCLUDED IN THE HOS DATABASE AND
HAMPSHIRE BIRD REPORT. SEND TO:
Keith Betton, 8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill, Farnham, GU9 0DR (Tel.
01252 724068) Email: keithbetton@hotmail.com
Records can be submitted as an email attachment using the Recording Form available from the home page of the HOS website:
http://www.hos.org.uk/
Thank you
Amy Robjohns
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Left: Bittern Blashford
19.1.17 David Cuddon

Below: Kingfisher
River Test at Timsbury
20.1.17 Richard Jacobs

Below: Bearded Tit
Hook-with-Warsash
3.1.17 Bob Marchant
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Word Search
T E M B W H I T E H E A D E D D U C K
E G B E T K W B T A O R H T E T I HW
N B O B R A O G I R K E I B B B H B E
N T B C D N B O O S C B O L G L O A B
A O R K R U L B R L U K A A O A B W B
G O C A Z B I B T B D C B C L C B T L
W A V Z E NW E M S K C A K D K Y E A
J E A B B G E R B L C A R T F V B R R
N R S W A N T B A B A L N E I U B G K
D B OM B I I R R N L B O R S L E E V
B U B L B W K S Y B B L WN H T W E B
O U S E L D D MQ U A I L B J U E MU
T I P I P E E R T E P H A L A R O P E
OW L P A R R O T E D I U G Y E N O H
1

Ring all bird names (and one red herring!)

2

Where a colour is indicated in a name (e.g. "Blackbird") fill the
colour only in its own colour (i.e. "BLACK" and not "bird") (10)

3

Fill in all members of the crow family in their predominant
plumage colour (5 species).

4

Black all other "B"s which are used within bird names (5 species)
and join up adjacent blackened letters.

5

Shade all other birds not included in 2, 3 or 4, unless their
plumage is mostly white (14 + 4 white).

6

What is the hidden species?

A prize (book) will be awarded to the most complete/best presented solution
received. Send your answers to Andy Johnson 5/22 Bracklesham Road,
Hayling Island, PO11 9SJ or scan and email to andyhaylingisland@hotmail.co.uk. The solution will appear in the next issue of Kingfisher.
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Membership
Subscriptions & Renewals
Please contact the Membership Secretary:

Kay Shillitoe, ‘Westerley’, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham,

PO17 6HY. Tel: 01329 833086 Email: kay@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk
All renewals and subscription enquiries should go to Kay Shillitoe at the
address above. Please encourage your friends to join—see the web site for
further details or contact Kay for an application form. Please include your
name, or names, and address in any correspondence and send cheques with
the appropriate subscription payable to HOS.

Current Subscription Rates:
Ordinary member : £12
Membership for household: £12
Junior members (under 18): £5
Application forms can also be downloaded from our web site:

www.hos.org.uk

Contacts

County
Recorder

Keith Betton 01252 724068
8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill
Farnham, GU9 0DR.
keithbetton@hotmail.com

Honorary
Secretary

John Shillitoe 01329 833086
‘Westerly’, Hundred Acres Road
Wickham, PO17 6HY.
john@shillitoe.freeserve.co.uk

Sales Officer Bryan Coates 023 8025 2960
8 Gardner Way, Chandler’s Ford,
Eastleigh, SO53 1JL.
sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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Kingfisher No. 155 Pictures
Front Cover Mandarin Eyeworth Pond 3.1.17 Gareth Rees
Page 2 Robin (caught in mid-air) Whitchurch 21.1.17 Dave Levy
Page15 Top: Great Crested Grebe Anton Lakes 30.3.17 Brian Cartwright; Bottom:
Red-breasted Merganser female Pennington 14.3.17 Andy Tew
Page 16 Waxwings—all taken at Whiteley on 13.2.17: Top: Gower Lloyd; Middle:
John Moseley; Bottom: Jim Bennett
Page 17 Waxwings: Top: Whiteley 11.2.17 Andy Tew; Second top: Whiteley
13.2.16 Gareth Rees; Second bottom: Basingstoke 28.1.17 Mike Pigott; Bottom:
Ringwood 20.2.17 David Cuddon.
Page19 Top: Buzzard in flight Weyhill 13.3.17 Brian Cartwright; Bottom: Red Kite
in flight Old Down Basingstoke 13.2.17 Dave Levy
Page 23 Cattle Egrets: Top: Warblington 11.1.17 Mark Wagstaff; Middle: Warblington 13.1.17 Gareth Rees; Bottom: Warblington 17.1.17 Bob Marchant
Back Page (both pictures) Starlings at Winchester 7.2.17 Dave Levy
Note: Any otherwise non-credited photographs are by the authors of the
respective articles

****************************************************
Please continue to send your articles and observations, by email or letters,
however short or lengthy to: photos@hos.org.uk
All pictures could subsequently be sent to the Hampshire Bird Report and
for future HOS publications. We welcome and enjoy all of your pictures and
articles, even those we may not use immediately.
If possible, right click then ‘rename’ the jpeg file giving the species, where
and when and do not forget your name.
DO NOT FORGET OUR FORUM – ‘hoslist ‘- and our sightings programme –
‘goingbirding’.
See www.hos.org.uk for easy access to these.

DEADLINE FOR AUTUMN 2017 KINGFISHER
KINGFISHER 1st July 2017
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