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     Contributions for Hampshire Bird Report 2016 
 
Contributions are invited for the next HBR due to be published in November 
this year. Short notes of local interest up to one or two pages are particularly 
welcome. Please include photographs or other figures, if you have any which 
are relevant. Although I have enough offers or drafts for main papers this 
year, proposals for future years can be considered at any time and greatly 
assist with long-term planning. Please send any articles or ideas to me at 
chalmersam@gmail.com before the end of July. 
 
High quality or interesting photographs of birds taken in Hampshire in 2016 
are also invited. If you have already submitted to Phil for Kingfisher, there is 
no need to resubmit as the photo database is shared. However, if you have 
suitable photographs which you haven't yet submitted, please do so as soon 
as possible to Alan Lewis, the Photographic Editor, at: 
alanlewis1@virginmedia.com.  
 
Further information can be found in Appendix 4 to the Systematic List [on 
p.187] of HBR 2015. 
 

mailto:chalmersam@gmail.com
mailto:alanlewis1@virginmedia.com
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DEADLINE FOR AUTUMN 2017 KINGFISHER 
 KINGFISHER   1st July 2017 

  KINGFISHER 
  

Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
  

The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers 
 

Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.   Addi-
tional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  You 
can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in all four 

issues with or without photos/artwork. 
 

The rates are Ã90 full page, Ã50 half page, Ã35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 
also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 

up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 
 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

ñWEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.ò 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing ï Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.   
  

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates ï telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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                                        EDITORIAL      
 
Articles 
 
I have to start by saying a huge thank you for the tremendous re-
sponse to the request for more articles in the previous edition of King-
fisher. This time there were over 15 contributors to articles for Kingfish-
er and there was even one contribution that I will have to pass over to 
the next issue. However I have 208 pages  to fill in any one calendar 
year and we always need more items so please keep them coming. 
 
I generally include everything that I receive, although sometimes a cer-
tain amount of editing is required. Occasionally an article may be con-
sidered inappropriate in some way, in which  case I will always take 
this up with the writer and never simply discard anything without say-
ing something. I always acknowledge the receipt of pictures and arti-
cles so if there is no reply within a reasonable time scale then please 
assume that something has gone wrong and that I have not received 
the item from you. 
 
Pictures 
 
On the latter point I would like to repeat a previous warning. Usually 
from about May to July I am particularly busy as I work as an ecologist 
and there may be more outdoor voluntary commitment too. Sometimes 
I am required to travel away from Hampshire for up to 5 day periods 
and often at quite short notice. This can also happen later in the year 
too but rather less frequently. This means that if you are sending pic-
tures to me in the late spring or summer period please allow me at 
least 10 days to acknowledge them. I continue to receive  a very large 
number of pictures and it would be very helpful if you could copy in the 
web-master John Shillitoe (for e-mail see page 50) when you send 
them to me and/or photos@hos.org.uk. I know that some of you do 
this already. 
 
Thank you for all your help and have great birding 2017. 
 
Phil Budd 
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                                  Notice Board  
 

                New Chairman: Keith Betton 
 
I am honoured to have been elected Chairman of HOS. Iôd like to start 
by thanking Alan Snook for keeping the Society in good shape over the 
last five years ï it is much appreciated by all of us. 
 
We have a thriving Society with many members and a busy schedule of 
activities. I donôt plan to change lots of things ï but where we do things 
well Iôd like to see us do as much as we can, and where we can im-
prove then I hope we will find ways to do so. I have several ideas my-
self and several people have sent suggestions of new things we might 
consider ï so watch this space. 
 
In particular, Iôd like to hear from you if you think you can help with what 
we do ï whether it is taking part in surveys, leading a walk, writing for 
the Bird Report or anything else. My email is below ï so do not hesitate 
to get in touch. 
 

Keith Betton 

keithbetton@hotmail.com 

                 
                Book Review: Error correction 
 
Sharp-eyed HOS members might have noticed the accidental mistake in the 
recent newsletter article relating to Andrew Walmsleyôs óNew Forest Season-
al Wildlife Guideô. I hope now to clear up any remaining confusion. 
 
Andrew has produced two New Forest walks books, both published by Sig-
ma Leisure / Sigma Press. 
 

New Forest Walks ï a time travellerôs guide 
ISBN 978-1-85058-911-2 
Ã12.99 
 
New Forest Walks ï a seasonal wildlife guide 
ISBN 978-1850589846 
Ã13.99 
 

The first book runs to 191 pages; includes 16 walks to / past places of histori-
cal interest, many in lesser visited parts of the Forest; and provides lots of 
detail about the sites being visited. 

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
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The second book (231 pages) includes 12 seasonal walks that take the visi-
tor in search of New Forest wildlife ï there is, of course, lots of information 
about the wildlife likely to be seen. 
 
Both are highly recommended to all with an interest in the New Forest. 
 
(They are available on-line from www.sigmapress.co.uk. Amazon, Water-
stones and the New Forest Centre in Lyndhurst).    
 

Andrew Walmsley 

 
Joint RSPB Portsmouth and Hampshire Swifts 

SWIFT DAY 

Saturday 24th
 June, Milton Village Hall, 182 Milton Road, Southsea, 

Hants, PO4 8PR 
 

Portsmouth local RSPB Group and Hampshire Swifts will be hosting a free 
event in the centre of Portsmouth on Saturday, 24

th
 June 2017 to celebrate 

these iconic birds, highlight their drastic decline as a breeding species and 
explain what we can all do to help.  
 
Edward Mayer of Swift Conservation will be speaking and sharing his 
experiences of helping Swifts.  
 
There will be activities for all the family, the chance to go on guided walks to 
see breeding Swifts (weather permitting) and exhibits of Swift nesting box-
es, call systems, books, leaflets and many other items of interest. 
 
Doors open at 1330 and the event continues until 1730. 
 
There is a coffee shop available for refreshments. 
 
Information on the event itself or for opportunities to exhibit Swift-related 

activities or businesses can be obtained from Heather Mills 

(heather_walking@yahoo.com) or Andy Broadhurst (andy@tali.me.uk).  

Andy Broadhurst 

http://www.sigmapress.co.uk/
mailto:heather_walking@yahoo.com0
mailto:andy@tali.me.uk
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                  RSPB Big Schoolsô Birdwatch 2017 

I work as a teaching assistant at St. Johnôs Primary School in Rowlands Cas-
tle and with the support of my teachers, I was able to introduce the Year 3 
children (7 and 8 year olds) to the Big Schoolsô Birdwatch.  

We registered our participation with the RSPB and then we discussed how we 
would carry out the birdwatch.  Firstly, we put out a seed feeder and fat balls 
in the pond area of our school grounds.  We are very lucky to have a wood-
land walk, school field, pond area (see picture below) and mature trees ï all 
helpful in attracting several birds.  This was essential to our Birdwatch as we 
were unable to get the feeders out early enough for anything other than a 
Woodpigeon to become accustomed to using them and then a squirrel óateô 
our seed feeder!  Lessons for next year there, I think.   

We decided that we would 
go out in small groups 
over two Wednesday af-
ternoons to complete our 
birdwatch, taking care not 
to double up our bird num-
bers.  The first Wednes-
day was perfect for spot-
ting our birds ï cold and 
dry.  Despite only the 
Woodpigeon visiting the 
feeder, we saw:  Great tit, 

Robin, Long-tailed tit, Blue tit, Woodpigeon, Dunnock, Blackbird, Great Spot-
ted Woodpecker (heard), Crow, Pied wagtail and most exciting of all, a Fire-
crest!  The children picked up on my excitement and realised that it wasnôt an 
everyday occurrence.  As the Firecrest wasnôt on the posters from the RSPB, 
we had to use bird books to find his picture. 

The following Wednesday was an appalling day ï very wet!  But still we went 
out.  We used any shelter we could find to continue our birdwatch.  Although 
we didnôt see as many birds as the previous week, we did have good views of 
some, including a Great Tit singing at full volume, and we added another 
Crow, another Woodpigeon, a Goldfinch and two Magpies to our overall 
count. 

One of the children in the class has a visual impairment, so we also had a 
óBirdlistenô.  We were able to identify the bird songs/calls of a number of birds, 
including Great tit, Blue tit, Long-tailed tit and Robin.  We also had some fun 
with a bird app to hear the songs of some of the birds we didnôt hear in our 
school grounds.  



9 

The children have been 
very excited about our 
Big Schoolsô Bird-
watch.  Many of them 
brought in their own 
binoculars and bird 
books.  A few are al-
ready members of the 
RSPB but afterwards 
others told me that they 
will now be joining 
too.  We always have 
copies of the RSPBôs 
Wild Times in our class bookcase.  The head teacher and lunchtime supervi-
sors have noticed the children bird spotting at lunchtime and building nests 
from sticks and leaves.  All in all, our Big Schoolsô Birdwatch was a great suc-
cess! 

Karen Urquhart  
     

 
 

Right: Coal Tit  
Old Down 
Basingstoke 11.3.17 
Dave Levy 
 
 
Below: Robin with nest 
material Winchester 
21.2.17 Martin Holmes 
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The Art of the Twitch 
 

What makes a great twitch? What even constitutes a twitch in the first 
place? Is it scientifically valuable ornithological observation or the Dark 
Web equivalent of conservation? What is certain is that twitching is ambiv-
alent in nature and can sharply divide opinion. It can be simultaneously 
addictive, intrusive, inspiring, frustrating and overly competitive all at once. 
Whether you love it or loathe it, twitching is an integral part of birding. For 
that reason alone, I have attempted to classify the different types of twitch, 
based on my own personal experience. The following list can be whole-
heartedly agreed with or vehemently rejected out of hand, re-classified and 
sub-divided almost as pointlessly as the Redpoll or the Brent Goose and 
generally fought over in pubs and hides up and down the county. If nothing 
else, it will pass the time while waiting for that all-important local patch day 
tick. 
 

The Exponential Twitch 
 
This is a twitch that gains in significance as time passes, either because it 
is not fully appreciated at the time just what a ómegaô it is, or because you 
are one of only a handful of people to see it as the bird in question is a 
short-stayer. The Dark-Eyed Junco at Hawkhill Enclosure in 2012 is a 
prime example. Although it stayed a while, it may be years before one is 
seen again in the county. 
 

The Accidental or óUnintendedô Twitch 
 
An oxymoron, surely? All twitches by definition, must be conscious and 
deliberate. Or must they? In the case of the White-rumped Sandpiper at 
Farlington Marshes, it was definitely a twitchable bird that my son Dan and 
I found when out looking for other species. It was later twitched (and con-
firmed) by others. On that basis, it must be admissible as a bona fide 
twitch. Similarly, we once gave a lift at Radipole Lake to a nice man from 
Birmingham who told us about a Long-Billed Dowitcher at nearby Lod-
moor. Unintended? Yes. A twitch? Definitely. 
 

The Convenient Twitch 
 
This is a bird giving reliable or at least regular views within easy distance 
or during a limited time slot. The Spotted Crake and the Red-breasted 
Goose at Farlington Marshes are good examples of this as it is our local 
patch. The Terek Sandpiper at Pagham Harbour also ticks this particular 
box as it showed brilliantly just before a Fatherôs Day dinner. The Snow 
Buntings at Sandy Point, Hayling Island in 2012 were also dutifully  
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respectful of prior lunchtime arrangements. The bird which is twitchable on 
the way to or from work, such as the Surf Scoter at Stokes Bay or the recent 
Little Bunting on Portsdown Hill, is also a friend indeed. 
 

The Serendipitous Twitch 
 
To be honest, Iôve created this category just to accommodate a single twitch. 
We had our bags packed at the front door, ready for a day out and I casually 
checked my phone one last time. A single report had come in of a Black-
eared Wheatear at Acres Down and at the time the Hudsonian Whimbrel 
was knocking about Pagham Harbour. We donôt normally go anywhere on a 
solitary report so I said to Dan ñWheatear or Whimbrel?ò Fortunately, Dan 
has a greater understanding of the way of things than me and replied 
ñWheatear, definitely.ò It stayed a single day and I learnt never again to 
knock a consultative meeting, especially one you donôt have to pay for. 
 

The Collaborative Twitch 
 
This is a personal favourite of mine. This might occur when a bird is reported 
but remains elusive. A spirit of camaraderie between twitchers is organically 
formed and a combination of detailed patch knowledge, recent sighting re-
ports thoughtfully pieced together and careful fieldwork allows the bird to be 
re-discovered through a joint and noble effort. Good examples are the Wry-
neck at Farlington Marshes in 2013 or the West Sussex Pallid Harrier. If King 
Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table were twitchers, this would be their 
twitch of choice. Sir Lancelot or Sir Galahad would presumably be the Tour 
Guides. 
 

The Obliging Twitch 
 
This is a tricky category. When a bird is very showy the twitch is achieved 
comfortably but what about the all-important element of ógrindô? It is easy to 
come away from The Obliging Twitch with a lingering sense of anti-climax. 
The Night Heron at Keyhaven or the Shore Lark at Hayling Oyster Beds are 
cases in point. Like a marriage or a lump of cake mixture, a twitch needs to 
be worked at. No-one wants to feel like Darth Vader confronting his almost 
fatally under-prepared offspring in Episode V and decide it was ñAll too 
easy.ò 
 

The Failed Twitch 
 
Deeply unpopular, but an essential part of any birderôs experience. An initial 
failed twitch can ultimately yield positive results with persistence e.g. I went 
out seven times before finally catching up with the Titchfield Haven  
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Penduline Tits. However, other twitches start off as failures and stay that 
way, stubbornly refusing to be anything else. We just could not catch up 
with the Semi-palmated Plover on Hayling Island and the Richardôs Pipit at 
Keyhaven also eluded us. All character-building stuff but like a mosquito in 
your pyjamas, irritating, annoying and not something you want to talk about 
in public. 
 

The Obligatory Twitch 
 
Whisper it quietly, but some birds are just dull, no matter how rare they are. 
However, they must be seen to achieve the all-important life tick. Some 
ducks and gulls are boring. A Hudsonian Whimbrel is merely browner and 
streakier (in parts) than its more familiar counterpart. A Siberian Stonechat 
is just a Stonechat from some place youôve never been to thatôs quite cold. 
Who cares? Tick them off and move on. 
 

The Iôve-lost-all-sense-of-sanity Twitch 
 
By definition, an out of area bird. I thought Iôd lost my mind when I drove 80 
miles to see the Spotted Sandpiper in Coates Water Park in Wiltshire. But 
then I drove 130 miles to Paxton Pits in Cambridgeshire to not see the 
Great Reed Warbler that had left 3 days earlier. I also drove 100 miles on a 
school night to see the Collared Pratincole at Ham Wall although that was 
nothing but sheer, unbridled joy at seeing a stunning and much hoped for 
lifer. Finally, my personal record is 215 miles to see the Great Knot at Scolt 
Head in Norfolk which was nevertheless combined with a short and very 
hastily arranged mini-break. 
 
So, there it is. Several categories of twitch to pore over and discuss at your 
leisure. Or totally ignore and come up with your own instead. I just hope 
you didnôt miss a county first while you were reading this. 
 

John Moseley 
 
 

Right: Pied Wagtail 
having a scratch 
Whiteley 13.2.17 
Gareth Rees 
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Wagtail Encounters 
 

My first encounter with a Wagtail was back in the 1970ôs. Then I kept a 
local 14 foot clinker built Ĳ deck sailing dinghy on the Lymington river., 
which I would frequently sail single handed. My boat was kept on a moor-
ing close to the slipway, and needed a small dinghy to reach board it. One 
year in April I noticed that each time I went sailing a bird would fly away, 
and then on leaving my boat the bird would return. On examining the interi-
or of my boat, I spotted a nest under the coving on top of a buoyancy bag. 
I soon identified the bird as a wagtail. Having identified a ñsitting birdò I re-
duced the number of times sailing, and reduced each sail to under 2 hours. 
It was not long before the eggs hatched, which curtailed the sailing for  
several weeks. Eventually the birds fledged and vacated their birth place. 
To commemorate the event the boat was rechristened ñWagtailò. In retro-
spect, I was quite surprised that the eggs hatched, considering the time 
the mother bird was temporarily ñevictedò whilst I went sailing. 
 
On a later occasion a somewhat aggressive Pied Wagtail continually at-
tacked the wing mirrors on my car parked in the garden. Nothing would 
deter its attacks, from installing temporary netting over the mirrors to cut 
outs of Sparrow Hawks, pasted inside the windows. Eventually it must 
have tired of its fruitless efforts, and departed to find a more suitable wing 
mirror. 
 
Ralph Hanley 

Below: Pied Wagtail Blashford Lakes 27.2.17 Andy Tew 
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        RSPB Titchfield Haven Wildlife Explorerôs                  
     Boat Tour of Chichester Harbour 

On the 8th January, the Titchfield Haven branch of the RSPBôs Wildlife Ex-
plorers group took a solar boat tour of Chichester Harbour.  The solar pow-
ered catamaran is virtually silent, offering a great opportunity to view a wide 
range of birds, especially gulls and waders. 

We arrived at West Itchenor on a grey and gloomy morning and boarded the 
boat ï noticing, as we did so, the flasks of coffee and tea ï and biscuits 
too.  Following a comprehensive safety briefing, focusing on ñdonôt fall out of 
the boatò, we set sail for an hour and a half around the harbour.  Heading ini-
tially south-west towards the opening to the sea at East Head before turning 
northwards and skirting along the eastern edge of Thorney Island. 

With around 16 children on board, we had to get through the initial scramble 
to demolish the contents of the tin of biscuits and drink all the hot drinks.  But, 
after this, we did get on with the process of looking for birds.  We were helped 
by the very knowledgeable staff on board who have a comprehensive 
knowledge of the harbour and its wildlife.  All in all, the following birds were 
seen: 

Kingfisher; Little Egret; Lapwing; Curlew; Teal; Red-breasted Merganser; 
Turnstone; Brent Geese; Dunlin; Great Crested Grebe; Great Black-backed 
Gull; Black-headed gull; Cormorant; Carrion Crow; Shelduck; Oystercatcher; 
Grey Plover; Redshank 

After around 50 minutes we reached the most northerly point of the trip.  At 
this point, we struggled with the question of why the village of West Thorney 
is so named?  When itôs on the eastern edge of Thorney!  We also spotted a 
Grey Seal at this point, resting on a mud bank and looking a lot like a big grey 
bag of cement. 

Editorôs Note: Picture of the Grey 
Seal looking like a cement bag (and 
probably just as heavy)  indicated 
by the red pointer arrow. 
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On the return trip, the weather improved slightly, allowing us to add a Whim-
brel to our bird list. 

Arriving back at the jetty, it was definitely time for tea and cake.  Despite the 
greyness of the weather, a good time was had by all and we can definitely 
recommend a trip on this boat. 

Open to ages 4-19, the RSPBôs Wildlife Explorers groups inspire young peo-
ple about birds, wildlife and the environment around them.  Local groups 
include Titchfield Haven and Pagham Harbour.  For more info, Google 
ñRSPB Wildlife Explorersò. 

Included is our very grey and very misty picture of our Grey Seal ï or is it a 
bag of cement? 

Graeme Urquhart  

 

 

 

 

 

Picture Credits: 
See page 51 
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                            Waxwing Gallery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For Credits: See Page 51 
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 Birding on the Hoof 
 
When you have a love of nature, life can never be boring.  But, when we all 
lead such busy lives, we must grab any opportunities we can to indulge our 
interests.  So, one of my best times for bird watching is on the school run.  I 
am lucky enough to have a largely rural school run and Buzzards feature well 
in our sightings.  Rarely does a trip go by without us spotting one, or five, but 
some of those encounters stand out as memorable moments.   
 
One summerôs afternoon I spotted two large birds interacting in the sky; one I 
immediately identified as a Buzzard, the other I was unsure.  It seemed huge 
and it was swooping and diving at the Buzzard.  By now Iôd slowed the car 
right down (luckily no cars behind me) and watched these birds for a short 
while, thinking they were both birds of prey.  Then, to my astonishment, I 
realised that the other large bird, lunging with great agility and reasonable 
speed, was a Heron.  I have never seen a Heron fly like this before, I am only 
used to seeing them fly gracefully and slowly, usually away from my pond!  I 
assume it was protecting a nest or young. 
 

Another home-time encounter 
involved a pair of Buzzards, which 
we saw battling low in the sky in 
front of us as we came around a 
bend on a country lane.  Tangled 
together, they plummeted towards 
the ground, one pulling away to the 
right, clearing the hedge into the 
field beside us; the other bird 
continued down, pulling up at the 
last moment and turning to swoop 
directly towards us, just inches 
from the ground.  Just before hitting 
us, the Buzzard pulled away to the 
right and crash landed in the 
hedge, very unceremoniously, right 
beside us.  I had by now stopped 
the car, and was looking on in 
amazement, more than a little 
anxious about the prospect of 
rescuing an injured and disgruntled 
Buzzard from a hedge.  However, 
with a quick ruffle of its feathers, 
the Buzzard hopped through the 
hedge into the field and flew away 
quite unharmed.  

 

Buzzard Portchester  
6.1.17 Jim Bennett 
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In the winter months, we regularly see very close views of what we assume 
to be the same Buzzard, sat right by the side of the road on the fence posts 
of a field, or sometimes sat on the verge.  These close views are wonder-
ful, and I make myself sound (even more) ancient to my children by re-
minding them that when I was their age, I only ever saw Buzzards whilst on 
holiday in mid-Wales. 
 
We see Red Kites a few times a year, and my girls still point out a Kestrel, 
even though they are 12 and 14 and think that they are beyond all that.  
Weôve seen a Barn Owl on a late home run; partridges scampering across 
the road on a winter morning; narrowly missed many a Pheasant, as well 
as seeing all the usual everyday species. 
 
Of course, itôs not just birds that we see.  Deer are regulars, Foxes, the oc-
casional Badger, Hares in the spring, a lively Stoat bouncing across the 
road in front of us, and even a full herd of cows that had escaped. 
 
So far from dreading the school run, I actually look forward to it.  What will I 
see today? 
 

Nicola Knight 

 
 
                 

 

 

Picture credits: 
See page 51 

 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 



20 

 

 
Getting the most out of a trip to Titchfield Haven! 

 
Titchfield Haven is a lovely reserve in the middle of the Solent, at Hill 
Head. The official reserve stretches from the coast up to Posbrook, near 
Titchfield village, but the fields and floods outside of the boundary also 
draw in plenty of species, and are unofficially regarded as part of Titchfield 
Haven. Although the reserve itself is only open from 9.30am until 5pm 
(during BST), the canal path ï that runs between Bridge Street, Titchfield, 
and Hill Head - and seafront can be accessed at all hours and are well 
worth exploring. Not only that, Brownwich and Chilling Cliffs, a short walk 
from Hill Head, are also good for wandering around. Currently entry to the 
reserve is Ã4.25, with concessions available for students and over 60s. 
Children aged 5-16 are Ã2. Free Parking is available around the seafront, 
and thereôs a small car park at Bridge Street. 
 
There are two sides to the reserve: the scrapes on the west side and the 
river and meadows to the east. The entrance to the east side is a short 
walk from the visitor centre, while the entrance to the west side is along 
the seawall by the start of the canal path. Seven hides in total to explore, 
with four on the west side and three on the east side. There is also the free 
Cottage Hide looking out onto some feeders by the visitor centre. With the 
variety of common, scarce and rarer species recorded in recent years, 
who knows what youôll see during your visit! Since 2014 the area has 
played host to Black-winged Stilt, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Si-
berian and Caspian Stonechats, Tree Sparrow, Buff-breasted and 
Semipalmated Sandpipers, Penduline Tits, Yellow-browed Warbler, 
Stone Curlew and Snow Bunting, to name but a fewéoh and an Alpine 
Accentor that almost slipped away over Brownwich Cliffs unnoticed!  
 
For much of the summer, the scrapes are a mosaic of black and white ï 
Avocets, Mediterranean and Black-headed Gulls and Common Terns 
ï but during Spring, and more so in late July to October, waders can drop 
in at any moment, like Common, Green and Wood Sandpipers, Little 
Ringed Plover, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and Ruff. The passage of 
Whimbrel, Bar-tailed Godwit and Knot is particularly noticeable in April 
when sea watching at Hill Head. The light on the west side is often better 
later in the day, although this is less of an issue as daylight increases and 
dawn gets earlier and earlier. All the hides except the Meon Shore Hide 
face east, into the sun. 
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The Meadow tends to be quieter in the summer, until the Stonechats, 
Wheatear and Whinchats return, but the Knightôs Bank and Meadow hides 
are good vantage points for raptor watching, including Hobby and Marsh 
Harrier, as well as Spoonbill that seem to drop in at almost any time and 
favour the Frying Pan. The Suffern hide, looking out onto the river, is often 
good for Kingfisher once they return in late July after breeding up river, as 
well as ducks, geese and grebes. 
 
April and May, and then later mid-August through to early October, can be a 
good time for the passage migrants. Terns gather on the scrapes, and beach 
when the tideôs out, where all 6 of the regular terns can be seen ï Common, 
Sandwich, Arctic, Little, Black and Roseate. Itôs always worth looking out 
for them when sea watching too as they pass through, and often in spring the 
odd Black Tern linger for a short time on the scrapes or Posbrook flood.  
 
I remember someone commenting that Hill Head must be one of the worst 
places one would consider sea watching, and compared to the likes of Port-
land Bill it probably is, but it has its moments! Light south easterlies in April 
and May are most ideal for the passage of Gannets, terns, waders, gulls 
and skuas and more, through the Solent, especially in the morning and eve-
nings (perfect for waiting for the reserve to open!). If youôre lucky a sea watch 
could yield Arctic Skuas, Kittiwake, Little Gull, the 5 commoner tern spe-
cies, various ducks like Common Scoter, and Red-throated Diver. Thereôs 
also the chance of Pomarine and Great Skuas, and Fulmaré There could 
be birds on the sea too, so always worth scanning. More recently, the ducks 
have been favouring the water around Fawley Power Station and Brownwich 
Cliffs, and the last winter had an impressive selection with up to 7 Velvet 
Scoter, 6 Scaup, 2 Long-tailed Ducks, 60 Common Scoter and 50 Eider, 
Red-necked Grebe, and all three divers.  
 
In the winter, the regular overwintering waders can be found on the beach, 
including the Turnstones (that stay most of the year), Sanderling, Dunlin, 
Ringed Plover, Grey Plover, Curlew and Oystercatchers. During Spring 
and Autumn, additional species may include Knot, Bar-tailed Godwit, and 
Whimbrel, among others. Plenty of gulls to check through too, as you never 
know what could be lurking. Yellow-legged Gulls are seen throughout the 
year, particularly in June and July after they disperse. Technically, Hill Head 
ends once you walk west to the harbour, but generally sightings from ñHill 
Headò include the area up to the western end of the chalets, and then further 
west of that is Brownwich and Chilling, and Southampton Water/Hook. The 
Meon Shore chalets are a favoured place for Black Redstart that tend to 
appear in November. And for those who donôt know, reports from the Sailing 
Club refer to Hill Head Sailing Club (not Salterns), and Rainbow Bar is the 
spit exposed at low tide opposite the west entrance to the reserve.  
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Along the canal path, and less so on the reserve, the various passerines 
pass through, so in Spring and Autumn Wheatear, Whinchat, Redstart, 
Spotted Flycatcher, Garden, and Willow Warblers are all possible, with 
the first four species favouring fence posts in the various fields. White-
throat and Lesser Whitethroat are also regularly seen along the canal 
path too. The Floods are always worth scanning for Garganey and any 
waders, while Tree Pipits (among others) are more likely to be flyovers so 
listen out for them! As Autumn progresses, the flyover finches become 
more of a feature. The first floodwater south of Bridge Street is Bridge 
Street Floods, while Posbrook Floods is alongside the tarmac stretch of 
path, with the east-west footpath on its south side. The east side of this 
footpath to the equestrian fields is known as Little Crofton, and you can 
continue along the footpath for a change of scene, when itôs passable. At 
the north end of the tarmac track is a bridge that leads to Great Posbrooke 
Farm, and the fields there are good for pipits and wagtails, especially in 
spring.  
 
Bearded Tits tend to go up river to breed, so the time to see them is Au-
gust onwards when they reappear. Calm mornings are best, with the reed 
bed by the road and west entrance to the reserve being a good spot to try, 
although you may well see them anywhere around the scrapes too. Listen 
out for the ñpingingò! 
 
Water Rail also become more visible around August, especially if the water 
levels are good. Last year they were frequently seen on the scrapes, in-
cluding right in front of the Meon Shore Hide. Elsewhere, the river is worth 
checking, especially from the viewing point or Suffern Hide after low tide 
when mud should be exposed. 
 
Hopefully this gives you a good idea of what to do during a visit to Titchfield 
Haven. Thereôs so much more to explore!  
 
Thanks must go to the various local birders who frequent Titchfield Haven 
and call it their patch, as theyôve spent many, many more years birding the 
area than me but have been encouraging, friendly and passed on a great 
deal of knowledge and tips for birding in general and on patch ï you know 
who you are! Without them, I wouldnôt have been able to write this article. 
Iôm sure thereôs still even more to discover. 
 

Amy Robjohns 
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           Cattle Egrets have been on the up this winter: 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture credits: 
see page 51      
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                               Odds and Endséé...: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top: Chaffinch in mirror 
Testwood Lakes 
11.3.17 Jayne Boulter 
 
Above: Dunlin flock 
Farlington 14.3.17  
Robin Pascal 
 
Left: Gadwall Titchfield 
Haven 17.2.17 Peter 
Hyde 
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***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***  
LATE MAY TO AUGUST 2017  

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO  LEAD A WALK,  PLEASE CONTACT  

Ted Barnes  
 

Ted Barnes: 07811049281 or 02380266774 or ted.barnes@talktalk.net  
You do not need to be a birding expert  

Remember:  Everyone is invited to these walks,  
whatever your age or knowledge  

 

Please Note: 
 

Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions 
A packed lunch is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader 
if leaving the walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the 
walk. 

The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows: 

A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.  

B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.  

C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.  

D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles. 

Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies 

with the individual, not the Society. 

 

 

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,  

the  shared knowledge, the flora and the birds. 

 

 

Sunday 21st May ï Otmoor RSPB 
Leader Peter E. Hutchins (07895 388378)           14.00 until 17:00 (3 miles) 
Meet at SP570126 ï the reserve car park ï this at the northern end of 
Otmoor Lane (OS Landranger 165). A visit to one of the RSPBôs flagship 
reserves in the south. Turtle Dove and Grasshopper Warbler are to be 
hoped for amongst the large number of summer migrants now on territory, 
waders, warblers, hirundines and flycatchers amongst these whilst 
residents including the now-breeding Bittern. The farmland and wetlands 
will provide a wide array of birdlife, as well as the opportunity to refresh 
oneself with the management that has taken this reserve to its current 
notable status. Walk category B. 
 

June to August walks follow. 
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Thursday 1st June ï Hambledon and Broadhalfpenny Down 
Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226 or 07747 151160)  
                                                             10.00am until 3.00pm (5İ miles)  
Park where you can in Hambledon Village and meet by the Vine Inn at 
SU645150 (O/S Landranger 196) for this walk over farmland and chalk 
land including Broadhalfpenny Down, the cradle of cricket, looking for 
summer migrants and resident farmland birds. There are some styles 
and path could be muddy after rain. Bring lunch and a drink.                                                                                               
Walk category C. 
 
Saturday 10th June ï Bishopstoke, Brambridge and Allbrook. 
Leader John Clark (02380 618604)      10.00am until 2.30pm (4 miles) 
Meet at the Methodist church car park Sedgwick Road Bishopstoke 
(SU468194) for this circular walk from Bishopstoke to Brambridge, 
Allbrook and down the river valley back to Bishopstoke looking for birds 
of the season. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 17th June ï New Forest, roding for the uninitiated 
Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)     
                                                                 8.00pm until approx. 10.00pm 
Meet opposite South Mead cottage (SU239051) on the Burley to 
Lyndhurst Road when we will then proceed to Burley Old Inclosure for 
an evening of Woodcock roding, owl calls and Nightjar purring. Bring a 
torch and your very best insect repellent/insect hood. Stout footwear/
boots are recommended as access to the inclosure can be muddy after 
rain.  Walk category A.  
Note - This exercise is weather dependent so please phone leader 
in advance to check if the event is going ahead. 
 
Saturday 24th June ï Testwood, Nursling and Lower Test 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)     
                                                             10.00am until 2.20pm (4İ miles) 
Meet at Testwood Lake car park (SU347152) for this walk on flat 
ground with a few stiles. We will be looking for birds of the summer and 
other wildlife of park land and marsh land. Bring coffee/lunch.                        
Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 25th June ï Martin Down NNR 
Leader Peter E. Hutchins (07895 388378)     14.00 until 17.00 (4 miles) 
Meet at SU0571912 ï the ógrassô reserve car park ï this off the 
southern end of Sillen Lane, Martin (OS Landranger 184). One of the 
largest areas of chalk grassland still extant in the country and the place  
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to both hear and see Turtle Dove in the county. The grassland and 
woodland / scrub support a wide range of botany and invertebrates 
which in turn assures a wide range of both resident and migratory 
avian species ï the latter to perhaps include Quail and Spotted Fly-
catcher and good numbers of warblers. Residents include Grey Par-
tridge, Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer and Meadow Pipit; butterflies, 
day-flying moths and the plants also helping to ensure a busy after-
noon on site. Walk category C. 
 
Saturday 1st July - Kings Hat Inclosure. 
Leader Ted Barnes (02380 266774/07811 049281 
                                                     10.30am until 12.30pm (2ı miles) 
Meet in the car park at SU386054 (O/S Explorer OL22) for this walk 
through the inclosure containing both coniferous and deciduous 
woodland and heath land. Possible species include Redstart, 
Woodlark, and raptors. Some orchids may also be seen.                                                                   
Walk category B. 
 
Monday 10th July ï Lymington Evening Swift Walk 
Leader Andy Broadhurst (01590 622907)     7.00pm until 9.30pm 
Park in the main car park behind Marks and Spencer on St Thom-
asôs Street ( SZ321963 - Post Code SO41 9NA and free from 6pm) 
and meet at the ticket machines. We will do a tour of the Swift 
breeding sites and enjoy some low-flying screaming parties. The 
walk will end at the Kings Arms on St Thomasôs Street for refresh-
ments and a close encounter with breeding Swifts. 
Walk category A.  
Note that good sightings of Swifts are dependent on fine 
weather so please call the leader in advance of travelling to 
check if the walk is on. 
 
Sunday 23

rd
 July ï Magdalen Hill Down BC 

Leader Peter E. Hutchins (07895 388378)          
                                                               14.00 until 16.30 (2.5 miles) 
Meet at SU510295 ï the Magdalen Hill Cemetery car park ï this on 
the northern side of the B3404 (OS Landranger 185). This Butterfly 
Conservation reserve on the outskirts of Winchester should provide 
a óquietô Sunday afternoonôs birding away from the nearby bustle of 
the city. The management of this reserve for Lepidoptera has also 
drawn birds to the site, Kestrel sometimes present in good numbers 
post-breeding whilst Buzzard are also often obvious. Both farmland 
and scrub-loving species are to be anticipated, including warblers, 
buntings, larks, pipits and finches whilst the nearby treatment works  
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and more open farmland add gulls, waders, gamebirds and further  

raptors. The time of the visit, both in the year and day, will also 
ensure that thereôs much to be seen apart from the birdlife present ï 
butterflies, day-flying moths and other invertebrates and the plant life 
associated with them providing ample distractions.  
Walk category B / C. 
 

Saturday 5th August - Warsash 
Leader Ted Barnes (078110 492810/02380 266774)   
                                                       10.00am until 2.00pm (3 ï 4 miles) 
Meet in the Passage Lane car park north of the marina (SU489062) 
for this walk looking mainly for summer residents on the shore and 
the scrape at Hook. Bring coffee/lunch.                                                     
Walk category B.  
 
Sunday 27th August - Twyford, Owselbury and Hensting 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)   
                                                         10.00am until 4.00pm (5İ miles) 
Meet at SU483242 ï Hunterôs Park car park ï off Park Lane Twyford 
(OS Landranger 185). We will walk up Park Lane and then along 
Love Lane and then along Monarchôs Way to Owselbury. Then on to 
Water Lane to Hensting Farm and, finally back over the high ground 
to Twyford. We hope to see summer bird activity and other wildlife. 
Mainly farmland, village, hedgerow and grassland. Bring coffee/lunch.                                                                   
Walk category B/C. 
 
Sunday 20th August ï Crookham & Greenham Commons 
Leader Doug. Kelson (07786 647784)         09.00 until 13:00 (3 miles) 
Meet at SU523645 ï the Crookham Common car park ï this at the 
junction of Old Thornford Road and Crookham Common Road (OS 
Landranger 174). The heath, its pools and the woodland that 
surround this disused USAF site are busy with southbound migrants 
at this time of year, waders and chats often particularly of note. The 
search for such species will invariably locate residents including 
Dartford Warbler, Woodlark, Stonechat and Woodcock whilst 
Nightingale, Nightjar, Whinchat and both Sylvia and Phylloscopus 
warblers may be among those lingering from the breeding season, or 
recently arrived for short autumnal sojourns. 
Walk category B 
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Court Drove, The Harrow Way & Willesley Warren:  
        29th January 2017 
 
The HOS walk this morning was most notable for the rain that fell, and fell, 
and fell, until the walk finished! 

Taking in Court Drove as far north as Willesley Warren the inclement 
weather didn't stop the 8 attendees finding a few things of interest. 

On the rain easing Red Kite were, as might be anticipated, obvious with 
perhaps 10+ birds being seen, including a gathering of three and several 
tangling in mid-air. Buzzard were not so aerial, most being seen sat atop 
more distant trees. A Kestrel was the only other raptor seen, and this by 
perhaps just one person. 

The hundreds of Woodpigeon recorded, often flushed by an unknown 
source, were joined by a handful of Stock Dove, a pair of Collared Dove 
and a party of 'racing pigeon'; the latter in many cases bright white against 
the all too grey backdrop. 

Yellowhammer were joined by Reed Bunting in the cover crops, both Red-
wing and Fieldfare being seen in mobile flocks and a flock of Chaffinch 
dropping to feed in a 'farm yard' was joined by a vocal group of Linnet. 

Marsh Tit were vocal in hedgerows where initially little moved, a pair being 
seen to within feet. The weather clearing brought out more birds, parties of 
Long-tailed Tit, several Goldcrest, one again to within feet of all present, 
and Bullfinches coming immediately to mind. Skylark rose in song and 

Meadow Pipit moved across 
the plough as they fed. 

Overhead Lesser Black-
backed Gull moved south-west 
whilst an erratic flock of Black-
headed Gull was battered by 
the wind as it moved east-
wards. 

Reports of previous HOS walks 

Dunnock Keyhaven  
20.2.17  Jim Bennett 
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The 'mist' lifting from the fields 
allowed Pheasant to be seen, 
both Grey and Red-legged 
Partridge being all too short-
stayers on being located. 
Brown Hare were more oblig-
ing, the first a water-logged 
individual being followed up by 
a 'pair' preparing for March! A 
further two more distantly were 
seen later, as were a pair of, 

apparent, coursers - not good and something that ought to be looked for and 
reported on any other locals wandering the farmland in the coming weeks. 

Dunnock, Robin, Great Tit, Wren, Song Thrush and the aforementioned Sky-
lark were in song, but a nesting Woodpigeon, at the school, was even further 
advanced in its spring-like activities. 

So, for me disappointing because of the weather and the perceived lack of 
wildlife about the fields and woodland, though the morning was brightened 
considerably by those making the effort to attend - a big thank you to these. 

Peter Hutchins  

                   Lepe: 4th February 2017 
 

The weather was going to be a factor, or so I thought, but it had passed over 
by the morning and we had a dead calm on the Solent off Lepe with a cloud 
cover on the Isle of Wight cutting off the hill tops leaving the TV mast protrud-
ing out. 
 
We (15 of us) set off up the slope to the grassy higher level car park here we 
had our first species to identify, a wagtail. ñWhat sort is that one?ò I asked the 
chorus. ñIt was Pied and whatôs the difference to a white I asked?ò, we then 
went through the main differences between them. At this stage we had lost 
Mary as she went over to the nearby pine trees to have a good look at the 
needles, ñthey have three needles she reported back, I wonder what species 
they are?ò I said I think you will find they are Maritime Pine, me looking at the 
large cones hanging from the upper branches. Anyhow Mary was satisfied 
with my answer she would check up on them when she gets home. 
 
We then had a quick peek at the sand bar area protruding out into the Solent 
several different species were called Great Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, 
Carrion Crow, Redshank, Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Cormorant and Red-
Breasted Merganser feeding in the current off the tip of the spit. We continued 



31 

Along to the scrape ticking 
off Dunnock, Blackbird, 
Song Thrush, Chaffinch, 
and numerous Robin on 
the way. 
 
At the scrape we, with 
scopes, set up on the 
small grassy knoll and 
proceeded to sweep the 
scrape. Mallard, Redshank, Teal, Shelduck, Pheasant, Roe Deer, Linnet, a 
solitary Greenshank, Lapwing, Grey Heron, and then Bittern was called, the 
bird in question was then studied by the other scope operators. This then was 
to change to female Pheasant which was partially hidden by the reeds, good 
try though. A further scan of the spit gave us Brent Geese, Oystercatcher, 
Turnstone and another Ringed Plover. 

After exhausting the scrape we then made our way to the hide back across 
the road we had added Greenfinch, Bullfinch, Goldfinch, a fly-by Kestrel and a 
perching Buzzard on the edge of the adjoining field. 
 
Having given the code to enter the hide to Cath she duly managed to let us all 
in, due to our numbers there were three left at the rear peering over the 
otherôs shoulders who were seated. There are some four feeders to the front 
and sides of the hide these had been fully replenished with seeds and 
peanuts on which there were  Blue, Great and Marsh Tits, Robin, Dunnock 
and Chaffinch feasting on them and a male Pheasant was clearing up 
underneath.   
 
Out on the reed bed area to the front of hide lies the water and grass areas 
with feeding Lapwing along with Wigeon, Redshank and Teal the Black-
Headed Gulls were having a spruce up as they do in the water.  ñWhatôs that 
bird in the far distant trees opposite?ò, asked one of the observers. Ian with 
his camera and long lens soon had the bird photographed and interrogated, 
and itôs only a Woodpigeon. A couple who were leaving the hide as we arrived 
reported seeing a Marsh Harrier but we unfortunately didnôt, next time I hope 
we will. As we meandered along back to the car park Tedôs favourite bird, who 
he can do a good mimic, was heard to call over the nearby field, a Raven. 
 
So our visit revealed a total of 44 species which for a relatively small area was 
a good total, this was tempered somewhat by the lack of number of birds on 
the foreshore which were continually being disturbed by the large amount of 
dog walkers with their furry four legged beasties running free with some 
chasing the bird life, barking and doing what dogs do when let off the lead.    

Buzzards Blashford Lakes 
5.1.17 Mike Duffy 
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This practice is, or has become, a problem where ever there are any open 
spaces in the forest and an education of the owners should be a prerequi-
site of bringing any dog to the area of Lepe and the New Forest or any other 
area come to that. 
 
There used to be law in the New Forest that it was only the king and his ma-
tes who could let dogs run free (hunting deer) any other dog was to be killed 
or something like that. Couldnôt that law be reinstated? 
 

Dave Munday 

 

               Warsash: 9th February 2017 
 
20 members attended this walk starting from The Passage Lane car park. 
We strolled along the shoreline in the direction of Hill Head towards the 
scrapes. The tide was high and it was bitterly cold. 
 
There was very little to be seen on the Solent excepting for a single cormo-
rant and about a dozen overflying Brent Geese, a Great Crested Grebe, a 
few Wigeon and a single flying Avocet. 
 
Also seen along this section were 2 Redshanks on the shore line, and 2 
Great Spotted Woodpeckers, 2 Collared Doves and a small flock of House 
Sparrows in and around the adjacent vegetation/trees. 
 
Just prior to reaching the scrape a single Dartford Warbler, Stonechat and 
Kingfisher were seen by the more observant of the party.  
 
The scrapes proved quieter than expected given the condition of the tide. 
However, Wigeon, Teal, Shelduck, Shoveler, Gadwall,  Lapwing and Black-
headed gulls of varying quantities were present. In addition a single Com-
mon Gull, Moorhen, a hovering  Kestrel and 2 Stock Doves were present. 
We walked a little further along the shore with little to view but for a glimpse 
of a Green Woodpecker, Red-breasted Merganser and a few Turnstones 
before turning inland and returning to the coast via the recreation ground 
and the Warsash Maritime Academy. 
 
The tide had receded considerably and we were treated to a large flock of 
feeding Dunlin, a number of Grey Plovers and Black-tailed Godwits, Curlew, 
Little Grebe, Ringed Plover, more Wigeon, a single Oystercatcher and once 
again the Avocet before returning to our start point. 
 
Also seen at various points throughout the walk were Herring Gull, Carrion 
Crow, Woodpigeon, Magpie, Blackbird, Grey Heron, Goldfinch, Rock Pipit, 
Pied Wagtail, Rook, Little Egret, Canada Goose, Long-tailed Tit, Wren, 

Great Tit, Starling, Greenfinch and Jackdawéééééé...Ted Barnes. 
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           The Alresfords: 26th February 2017 
 

43 species were spotted or heard in all, highlights as follows:  on the 
cress beds on the way to Pinglestone Farm a Common Sandpiper then a 
Cattle Egret in with 16 Little Egret at Pinglestone. Also seen from the 
road here 2 Water Pipits, 4 Meadow Pipits, 1 Stonechat and a Grey 
Wagtail.  At the pond a male Pochard, 50-60 Lapwing, many more Teal 
and a pair of Great Spotted Woodpecker which stayed for some while low 
down on waterside tree. 

All in all a good trip. 

Sue Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Grey Wagtail 
Blashford 
22.3.17 
David Cuddon 

Right: Pochard 
Titchfield Haven 
4.1.17  
Dave Levy 




