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  KINGFISHER 
  

Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
  

The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers 
 

Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.    

Additional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  
You can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in 

all four issues with or without photos/artwork. 
 

The rates are Ã90 full page, Ã50 half page, Ã35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 
also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 

up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 
 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

ñWEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.ò 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing ï Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.   
  

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates ï telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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                                        EDITORIAL    
 
I would  like to thank all of the contributors to this issue of  
Kingfisher, again there was sufficient to fill the 52 pages and 
you will see that there is certainly a great deal of variety in the 
articles presented. Donôt rest on your laurels though as I have, 
at the time of writing (11th July), nothing spare for the winter 
2017/8 issue apart from the regular features and one or two 
items that I may add myself. There must be plenty to report for 
next time! 
 
As has always been the case, I receive plenty of excellent  
pictures  and far more of them than I would ever need for  
Kingfisher. However good pictures are retained for quite some 
time  and may be used for the web-site, HOS publications etc. 
Recently I have noticed that I have received very few pictures 
of the uncommon birds that are featured in the Recent Reports 
or Hampshire Highlights. I like to include pictures of such birds 
in this section but have had very few to choose from this time. I 
would very much like to see more in the future. 
 
I have now been Editor of Kingfisher since 2013 and I would 
like to pass this interesting job on to someone else at some 
point. I have informed the relevant committee members that I 
wish to stand down by the time of  the Membersô Day/AGM in 
2019. Apart from the fact that I donôt t want o end up being 
newsletter editor for ever I am expecting that my life might be-
come more hectic at a personal level in the next two to three 
years and I may not be able to commit the time to maintain the 
quality of óKingfisherô. I think that over 1İ years notice of my 
intentions is very generous. If anyone is interested in this role 
then please get in touch with me at:  
philipbuddathos@gmail.com. 
 
 
Phil Budd  
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                                  Notice Board  
 

 Grants for Research and Conservation Projects 
  
HOS will again be accepting applications for grants towards research or       
conservation projects in Hampshire this year. We would be pleased to receive 
applications for any projects that will benefit birds and their habitats in Hampshire. 
The deadline for applications is 30th September 2017, full  details and the application 
form can be found on the HOS website or via the following link: 

http://www.hos.org.uk/index.php/surveys-conservation/grants 

Please forward to anybody whose project might benefit from some support. If you 
would like to talk it through first my contact details are on the HOS website.  

Best regards 

Marcus Ward, Chairman, HOS Scientific Sub-committee 

                  Word Searchðthe Answer 

If you followed the instructions to the letter, then you should have revealed two  
Oystercatchers: 

 

The sender of the best solution was Niki Martin, who wins a copy of ñAudubonôs 
Birdsò. Youôll no doubt be delighted to hear that an altogether different quiz will  

appear in the next edition of óKingfisherô.                                         Andy Johnson 

       

http://www.hos.org.uk/index.php/surveys-conservation/grants
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Book Reviews 
 

Britain's Mammals: A Field Guide to the Mammals of Britain and       
Ireland by Dominic Couzens, Andy Swash, Robert Still and Jon Dunn 
WILDGuides. 2017. 328 pages. Softback. Ã17.95 

Britain's Spiders: A Field Guide 
by Lawrence Bee, Geoff Oxford and Helen Smith 
WILDGuides. 2017. 480 pages. Softback. Ã24.95 
  
There was a time when you relied on the Collins field guides to help you to 
identify the various creatures that you encountered on walks, and while they 
were good at the time, they lacked the realism of using photographs. Some 
of the latest field guides use photographs and are so well designed that 
they are a delight to use. A year ago, I reviewed the new WILDGuides book 
Britainôs Birds. That was the latest volume in a series which already  
consisted of dragonflies, day-flying moths, reptiles & amphibians ï and 
most recently butterflies. Now we have two more books to add to that list. 
  
Britain's Mammals is exhaustive, covering 125 mammals in total. Thatôs 
every species recorded in Britain and Ireland including introductions. There 
are over 500 colour photographs which show the key attributes. There are 
detailed illustrations of tracks, and other identification features, including jaw 
and tooth layout. Guidance is given on identifying tracks and other signs 
and there are tips on how to find and watch each mammal. There are maps 
for most species and information on status, population, distribution and  
conservation designations. A few of the illustrations are a bit on the small 
side, but I am not complaining. This is the most user-friendly mammal book 
I have seen. 
  
Less appealing to some are spiders, but now to add to the collection of 
guides there is Britain's Spiders. The last decent photographic field guide to 
our spiders was published nearly 30 years ago, so this new book brings us 
right up to date. Well, almost ï because since it went to press another new 
species has appeared ï and from a new family. The British list of spiders 
stands at just over 670, and this book deals with 395 of them. Ireland is not 
included this time. The book is well illustrated with over 700 photographs. 
The text describes the possible habitats, gives a description, indicates  
status and each species gets a map. There is also a useful introductory 
section describing the 37 British spider families (now 38) along with  
guidance on how to catch and observe them. There is also advice on  
conservation as 153 of Britainôs spiders are classified as rare. 
  
Keith Betton 
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                       How to spot that bird   
         - the one that you always wanted to see 
 
Now this should involve hours of research, travel, and frustration and, if  
successful, the reward of an achievement well earned.   
 
But there is another way  - just being very, very lucky! 
 
No 1. Bald Ibis 
 
In Morocco for exploration and birding we drove northwards up the coastal 
road from Agadir towards Essaouira. A spectacular drive with Atlantic rollers 
crashing into the rugged coastline and the endless white sands.  We passed 
the lighthouse at Tamri and started getting  a little twitchy as we approached 
Tamri Estuary where these birds apparently hang out (Reference: Dave     
GosneyðFinding birds coast and mountains: Morocco. Exactly where   
indicated)! How brilliant is that? They are also found somewhere in Turkey in 
an area not currently recommended for tourism .  
 
Approaching the target area on a virtually deserted main road with scrub land 
around and the blue Atlantic below on the left, our driver hit the brakes to 
avoid a flock of ócorvidsô that flew directly at and then over our vehicle and 
landed immediately beside us on the scrub alongside the road. They were 
Bald Ibis. 
 
Conscious of their notoriety and value to local tourism, the flock of around 20 
calmly settled down to eat amongst the scrub. They posed frequently for   
photographs while digging into the dry soil for whatever they fancied. They 
noticed that I did not have a telescopic lens so they thoughtfully hung around 
to allow closer inspection. As they slowly moved along grazing the ground we 
followed at a respectful distance.  
 
Now these birds would not figure in a beauty contest. Rook size and entirely 
black with a longish scraggy neck, a few unkempt  feathers on their crown, but 
their redeeming feature - a long downward curving  orange-red bill. 
 
No. 2.  Chough 
 
In Anglesey a visit to the RSPB reserve near Holyhead was a must. The coast 
here is rugged, and the Irish sea that day an unwelcoming grey and rough. 
The visitor centre was excellent  and I chatted to the warden. He told me 
about the best walks and I asked where I might most likely see a Chough, a 
bird Iôd never seen. 
 
 



9 

He advised that I turn around and look out of the window - for there, calmly 
pecking away on a lawn was - a Chough. I noticed that it too had - a long 
downward curving orange-red bill. 
 
No. 3. White tailed eagle  
 
On a cruise around the Norwegian fjords. On days afloat and ashore my    
binoculars hung around my neck to absolutely no purpose ï Gannets  
excepted.  Then passing through the sheltered waters between the fjords and      
Stavanger and the cruise ship on the point of turning  to port to leave this 
beautiful country and enter the North Sea I spotted a óheronô flying behind tree 
tops on one of many small, wooded islands that we were passing. The heron 
quickly morphed into a White-tailed Sea Eagle. Binoculars always at the 
ready, I was treated to a full on view as the bird slowly flew at eye level 
straight into the islandôs trees. What a way to end a holiday. And the obvious 
moral is - keep those óbinsô at the ready.  
 

David Hosking 
                                                                                                                                                                              
Now Iôm  always looking for copy, so why not send in the story of your ólucky 
breakô. Why not a regular item in forthcoming Kingfishers?    
                                                                                                                             
Letôs start with your No. 4 The ééé?ééé in the next issue and make it 
into a regular slot. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        
Tawny Owlet Acres Down, New Forest 23.5.17 Bob Marchant 
Editor: Sorry nothing to do with the article above but quite cute! 
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                                Alton Walking Festival: 
                         Go Birding: 30

th
 April 2017 

 

16 attendees gathered by the car park at Kings Pond late morning of 30
th
, 

as did many of the resident Mallard! 

 

Note the ever-present Mallard photo-bombing the image! 
 

Moving off around the pond vocal Canada Geese were joined by a single 
Greylag, an adult Grey Heron being seen brooding a nest set apart from 
the main heronry. Moorhen and Coot joined the bankside birds, a pair of 
Little Grebe drifting in close to one of the islands where one set about a 
male stickleback, struggling to get this over-sized brunch down. 
 
House Sparrows from the adjacent estate were in the pond-side willows, 
one confiding female obviously far too used to visitors, flying out towards 
waved hands as if anticipating being fed. Chaffinch were also seen, Robin 
dropping down to quietly wait in line for their hand-outs. The thicker       
vegetation flanking the estate held singing Wren, one of which sat out in 
the open, trembling with the effort of protecting its territory. 
 
A cob Mute Swan sailing about the pond was ensuring that no other birds 
intruded upon his hidden mate, she remaining out of view unlike several of 
the pairs of Canada Geese, their nests being evident to all. Young Mallard, 
Coot and Moorhen were in small numbers, the former including a surfing 
party of four stripy balls of fluff. 
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A singing Chiffchaff was the first migrant to be noted, its monotonous song 
almost Cuckoo-like, unlike the next songster to reveal itself, a rapidly  
warbling Blackcap; one of several to be heard during the walk, though none 
were seen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
This the male, the female having a chestnut-brown óberetô 

 
Also noisy, though only due to its movement overhead in the fresh green 
leaves, was a Grey Squirrel. 
 
The woodland floor at the western end of the pond was carpeted in        
Ramsons, though the temperature had not risen enough to allow the garlic-
like scent to drift to the noses of the group. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ramsons Allium ursinum 
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The heronry was devoid of birds, the recently seen young having moved 
off the nests in the past few days. A pair of mobile Grey Wagtail, further 
Little Grebe and an assortment of óMallardô were under the fluff-dropping 
willows, the pondôs surface sullied by this annual spillage. 
 
A multi-coloured Harlequin Ladybird caused further discussion ï another 
invader! 
 
The final surprise about the pond was certainly less appreciated by some, 
a Brown Rat tidying up after the early morning visitors. The only Cowslips 
about the pond were also seen here. 
 
Moving away from the pond the group headed south before taking the  
footpath east at the edge of Omega Park, a prey-carrying male Kestrel 
then being seen over the rougher pasture. More distantly, a Red Kite  
circled over the fields to the south. Green Alkanet was in flower behind the 
car park boundary, Red Campion nearby and the aged shells of Teasel 
were evident in the pasture. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens 
 

A striking plant that, among its other attributes, is a food plant for larval 
Scarlet Tiger Moth 

 
The hedgerow flanking the footpath to the by-pass held further singing 
Blackcap, a Blue Tit there being the first, and last, seen during the walk. 
Snowberry joined the indigenous plants, Stinging Nettle the most evident of 
these, yet to be covered in the larvae of the commoner vanessid  
butterflies. 
 
On waiting to cross the by-pass one of the Armco barriers provided the 
only moth of the walk, a larval Psyche casta, still within its improvised 
home. 
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Psyche casta 
  A moth that belongs to the family of óbagwormô or ócase-bearersô 

 
 
On nearing Neatham Down a Buzzard passed by, moving towards the   
solar farm that had ógrownô since the Alton Walking Festival of 2016. 
 
The hedgerow bordering the down provided the only butterfly, a Red      
Admiral that disappeared all too rapidly in to the shadowed vegetation.  
St. Markôs Fly were disturbed from the longer grasses, perhaps providing    
fodder for the singing Blackcap that were also hidden in the hedgerow. A 
Skylark was a welcome diversion over the down, where numbers           
appeared to have dropped dramatically, perhaps due to the differing land 
use compared with recent years. The second ladybird of the walk, a Seven
-spotted Ladybird, was found. 
 
The open fields south-east of the down held little, though a gathering of 
Carrion Crow was unusual, the numbers appearing as would anticipated 
congregations of Rook. 
 
The coniferous shelter belt on route to Clayôs Farm held further singing 
warblers, the high-pitched song of a Goldcrest joining these. This smallest 
British bird showing itself to the group as they lingered, a Jay a far less 
helpful addition to the walk, the white rump seen as the bird disappeared in 
to the dense foliage. As might be anticipated, Pheasant were soon to be 
seen, several male about the fields, before they also moved off in to the 
sanctuary of the woodlands. A male Swallow, the first of the year for some, 
passed low overhead whilst on the woodland floor Yellow Archangel were 
seen in flower. 
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          Yellow Archangel Lamium galeobdolon 
 

One of the more striking of woodland floor coverers, along with the adjacent 
Bluebell 

 
Hedgerows alongside Clayôs Lane provided the first of another migrant, 
Whitethroat. A óscratchierô songster than the aforementioned warblers, though 
remaining just as elusive as these. A pair of Chaffinch was more forthcoming, 
as were the unfortunate remains of a Buzzard; a presumed roadkill. A        
Yellowhammer called but was not seen, another of the species linked heavily 
with farmland and dropping dramatically in numbers throughout their range. 
The wilder edges held many flowering Greater Stitchwort, each flower a bright 
óstarô in the darkening grasses. 
 
Further farmland walking added singing Whitethroat in the field edgings, a 
pair of Skylark that came up from a less fertile area and a óflockô of four      
Yellowhammer. Two further Swallow swept through eastwards, like the initial 
sighting both being males. A Brown Hare trotted to within yards of the group 
before realising they were there, the crop disguising their approach; one  
surprised óbunnyô! 
 
The Worldham Park Golf Club was unusually empty of golfers, the fairways 
holding foraging Mistle Thrush whilst Pied Wagtail and Greenfinch were on 
the wing over them. Warblers were again evident in the more mature scrub 
and hedgerow surrounding the course, where evidence of the mite Eriophyes 
tiliae was seen on fresh lime leaves. 



15 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Eriophyes tiliae 
The óLime Nail Gallô or óBugle Gallô 

 
Moving away from the golf course the footpath to Windmill Hill showed much 
evidence of Song Thrush, shattered Garden Snail shells being scattered 
about underfoot. Spanish Bluebell were the latest óinvaderô to be seen,    
blanketing the banks of the ancient wooded walkway. 
 
Closer to the road a territorial Firecrest proved both vocal and showy, this 
Liquorice All Sort-headed relative of the earlier noted and plainer-faced  
Goldcrest proving as aggressive as anticipated, any hint of any other bird 
invading its ópatchô driving it in to a frenzy. Another was singing amongst the 
properties off Windmill Hill, this like the singing Blackcap there however 
keeping hidden behind the fences and higher hedges. A Goldcrest nearby 
allowed comparisons to be made in their songs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla 
A species thatôs relatively recently occupied British woodlands 
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Moving back to complete the walk the pond gave up further views of the Grey 
Wagtail pair, a whinnying Little Grebe, nesting Canada Geese and many     
dozing Mallard; the latter obviously having partaken of their lunch whilst the 
group was further afield! 
 

 

Kings Pond 
 

Under the every-greying sky that delivered light rain as the attendees neared 
the walkôs completion 

 

The óListô: Birds: 
Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue Tit, Buzzard, Canada Goose, Carrion Crow,  
Chaffinch, Chiffchaff, Coal Tit, Collared Dove, Coot, Firecrest, Goldcrest, 
Goldfinch, Great Tit, Greenfinch, Grey Heron, Grey Wagtail, Greylag Goose, 
House Sparrow, Jackdaw, Jay, Kestrel, Little Grebe, Long-tailed Tit,  
Magpie, Mallard, Mistle Thrush, Moorhen, Mute Swan, Pheasant,  
Pied Wagtail, Red Kite, Robin, Rook, Skylark, Song Thrush, Starling, Swallow, 
Treecreeper, Tufted Duck, Whitethroat, Woodpigeon, Wren, Yellowhammer  

 
Plus:  
 
Brown Hare Lepus europaeus 
Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 
Three-spined Stickleback Gasterosteus aculeatus 
Red Admiral (butterfly) Vanessa atalanta 
Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia axyridis 
Seven-spot Ladybird Coccinella septempunctata 
Scorpion Fly Panorpa communis 
St. Markôs Fly Bibio marci 
éé..and eight species of plants. 
 

Peter E. Hutchins. 
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                 Elegant Tern on Hayling Island 
 
Wednesday 7

th
 June was all about the wind. Westerly gales the previous day 

had brought an influx of European Storm-petrels to southern and western 
coasts, giving me a rare opportunity to try to see one from my Sandy Point 
patch. As with most sea watches from Sandy Point, it was hard going: around 
10 Gannets, a Fulmar, and flocks of up to 34 Common Scoter toing and 
froing were all I saw in the first couple of hours. At 07:42 two Manx 
Shearwaters flew east ï a really good bird here ï and another flew west 20 
minutes later. However, by 09:30 Iôd failed to get even a hint of a ñstormieò, 
and with high tide at 11:15, I decided to stretch my legs, and make my way to 
Sparkes Marina to check the high tide roosts. 
 
Unsurprisingly, Black Point had very little ï just two Ringed Plovers and two 
Dunlin trying to shelter from the wind. I moved across to Fishery Creek, and 
could see that there were quite a few gulls and terns on the small promontory 
on the north side of the creek. I decided Iôd better have a scan, just in case 
there were any roosting waders that I couldnôt see with bins. Sheltering in one 
of the slipways, I trained my scope on the spit. The next thing I knew was that 
I was looking at an Elegant Tern. 

 
Holy cow!! How did that happen?! 
Iôd obviously been hoping that 
Guernseyôs American Royal Tern 
would make its way to the south 
coast, and end up on my patch ï 
but that didnôt even enter my 
thoughts at this point, as I was so 
obviously looking at an 
unmistakable adult Elegant Tern! I 

soon noticed that it was colour-ringed too ï green over yellow on the left, with 
a white ring on the right leg, and a metal ring above the ókneeô. I had a vague 
recollection of the French birds having been colour-ringed, and thought it 
would at least preclude any question marks over the birdôs identity. 
 
Although views were great, trying to take photos of the bird was proving 
difficult on account of the distance (300m from my position on the south side 
of Fishery Creek), the relentless wind (from which it seemed impossible to 
shelter completely) and the fact that if the tern wasnôt asleep, then it was 
actively preening, resulting in plenty of useless images! I directed visiting 
birders to a vantage point much closer to the spit, so that they would get 
much closer views, less than 100m away. Unfortunately, for me to get there 
would involve a half-hour hike to the end of Fishery Creek and back up the 
other side ï not a realistic option at this point! 
 
Twice already the Elegant Tern, along with the eight Sandwich Terns with  
which it was associating, had got up, flown round, and landed again, when at  
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11:15 they took to the air again. This time they gained height and headed 
eastwards away from the spit. I kept the scope on the Elegant Tern and 
watched it suddenly plunge earthwards losing it behind Sparkes Marina. I 
prayed that it had come back down on Black Point, but alas it had not, and it 
never returned. Five people managed to get there in the hour or so that the 
bird had been present 
 
There was no sign of the Elegant Tern the next day, and I honestly thought 
the next we would hear was that it had returned to its regular haunt at Banc 
dôArguin, Gironde, France, this bird being óbird Cô, a male first seen at this 
location in 2002, and caught and ringed (and DNA sampled) on 3

rd
 July 2003. 

It had bred there in six subsequent years ï 2005-7, 2009, 2010, 2013 ï and 
returned there in 2017, where it was present up to at least mid-May.  
 

On Friday 9
th
 June, having had four 

sightings in the morning of at least 
one European Storm-petrel off 
Sandy Point, I returned to the 
seafront at around 16:30 to see if 
there would be more petrels ï and 
there were at least three lingering all 
evening. A feeding flock of terns 
was present just offshore, 
comprising a few dozen Common 
and Sandwich Terns, but nothing 
more notable when I arrived. 
However, I scanned the flock again 

half an hour later and suddenly there it was again ï the Elegant Tern was 
back!! I put news straight out, trying not to take my eyes off the bird (which is 
easier said than done!). The next ten minutes seemed rather surreal, watching 
this mega-rarity just doing its thing in amongst the regular tern flock. However, 
it then moved to a feeding flock much further away, requiring full concentration 
to stay on it. After a further ten minutes, it left the second flock, departing 
eastwards across the entrance to Chichester Harbour and off along the 
Sussex coast. I watched it become an ever-decreasing speck in the distance 
until it literally could not be seen any more, by which time it must have been 
several miles away. Sure enough, it was found the next day in the tern colony 
at Pagham Harbour, where it took up residence until 20

th
, before relocating to 

Brownsea Island in Dorset on 21
st
-22

nd
 and then vanishing. It will be 

interesting to see if and where it next appearsé 
 
This is the first occurrence of Elegant Tern in both Hampshire and Sussex. 
The three previous occurrences of Elegant Tern in the UK have never been 
formally accepted, but hopefully with a proven, genuine Elegant Tern now 
having turned up in the UK, they can be reassessed and accepted as also 
being the real deal.                                                                     

                                                                                          Andy Johnson 

Above photograph by Martin Gillingham 
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            BBC Wildlife ï Costa Rica Trip 2015 
 
Thumbing through the pages of BBC Wildlife magazine I saw an advert for 
a BBC Wildlife readers trip to Costa Rica. Although Costa Rica was not on 
my bucket list, I had heard many accounts of what an amazing place it was 
for birds and wildlife. After some discussions with the wife, we decided to 
book it. Although it was a BBC sponsored trip, it was organised and run by 
www.heatherlea.co.uk a well-known birding holiday company in Scotland. 
 
Day 1. The departure date finally arrived and off we went to Heathrow, 
meeting up with Kevin Shaw ï MD Heatherlea and guide, and Toby Green 
ï guide (first time in Costa Rica). Ten other people eventually joined the 
group and we were on our way. 
 
We disembarked at San Jose, Costa Rica and drove a short distance to 
our hotel for an overnight stay. 
 
Day 2. A group of us gathered early in the hotel's gardens and we quickly 
got some 20 species on our list. 
 
After breakfast including the traditional ñrice and beansò, we departed on 
our minibus with local guide Paco Madrigal, heading east towards the  
Caribbean and Tortuguero. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 

Above: A map of Costa Rica 

http://www.heatherlea.co.uk/
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Stopping several times to spot birds, we witnessed a pair of Bat Falcons 
catching Morpho butterflies, and saw a superb Laughing Falcon in the 
open atop a tree stump. Soon we were clambering aboard a motor boat 
and heading off down river. The 45-minute trip ended at Laguna Lodge 
where we quickly unpacked, and had lunch before embarking on a boat 
trip into the canals. 
 
In the distance, we noticed a kettle of raptors soaring high in the sky, and 
soon realised that there were maybe 5000 or more Turkey Vultures  
spiralling away from us. More and more joined the throng, and maybe 
some raptors too. We drifted slowly down the canals, our first trip  
highlights, Great Potoo, Crested Owl, Giant Curassow, Bare-Throated 
Tiger-Heron, Anhinga (below), as well as Spider monkeys, Green Iguana,  
White-Faced Capuchin, and Mantled Howler Monkeys. 
  
Heading back to the lodge we saw at least 150 egrets and herons  
roosting in a single tree, and nighthawks silhouetted against the darkening 
sky. 

 
Day 3. The day was spent in the  
reserve, highlights being Three-Toed 
Sloths (page 22) & Two-Toed 
Sloths, Northern Tamandua
(Anteater), Broad-Winged Hawk, 
Several Kingfisher species, Grey-
Headed Kite, and our guide got  
excited when 7 Great-Green Macaws 
flew over and into nearby trees, a riot 
of green, red, and blue feathers. 
The boat hurried back to the beach 
at the lodge to have a chance to see 
Green Turtle hatchlings (right)  
making their way to the sea.  
 
Although pitch black, the moon gave 
enough light to make out hatchlings 
emerging from their nest. Our guide 
picked one up to show us, then 
walked it to the sea. By the time we 
left, all had disappeared into the sea. 
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Day 4. The tour departed Tortuguero in rain, picked up the minibus and  
headed north-west to Selve Verde Lodge on Sarapiqui river, stopping on the 
way at some bird feeders, we quickly added more species to the list,  
including a single male Snow-capped Hummingbird. By early evening our 
group arrived and settled into our superb rooms, elevated on stilts  

overlooking the river. 
 
Day 5. The day started at the restaurant 
overlooking the feeders, where Blue & Red 
Poison Dart frogs, and then Green & Black 
Poison Dart frogs were spotted, and then 
off to the nearby La Selva Biological  
Research Centre where we were  
confronted by a myriad of new bird species 
flying between the trees at the entrance, 
various motmots, Puffbird, Masked Tityra, 
etc. The highlight was Paco and the  
reserve's guide dashing off down a track, 
returning a few minutes later to escort us to 
where they had a scope set up pointing 
into a bush. The group took turns to view a  
Vermiculated Screech Owl perched on a 
branch deep inside the bush. I attempted to 
find a gap in the vegetation that would  
allow me to take a picture, but the scope 
was set on the only view possible, how on 
Earth did the guides find this bird? 

  
Back to the lodge and we were beckoned to a muddy puddle beside a  
boardwalk where a Sun Bittern was displaying. 
 
Day 6. More birds are added to the list at the feeders, and on a huge bunch 
of bananas delivered by the back gate, three Collared Aracari (see page 22 
over page) were helping themselves. 
 
The morning was spent at the Research Centre. As we left a shout went up 
from the front of the minibus 'sloth'. Right in front of us was a Three-Toed 
Sloth (page 22) moving quickly across a field towards a main road. The 
group quickly disembarked to get some close-up pictures, our guide decided 
that the sloth needs rescuing as it was in danger of being run over. Paco 
grabbed the sloth by the scruff of the neck and relocated in a tree on the 
edge of the forest, where it seemed perfectly happy as it climbed up. 
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Day 7. Left the Sarapiqui 
area and headed north 
towards Arenal, stopping 
on the way at a cafe  
overlooking a gorge and 
views of a waterfall. We 
spent an hour watching 
hummingbirds zip past our 
heads and squabbling on 
the feeders. 
  
Approaching the Arenal 
Volcano the clouds cleared 
affording us uninterrupted 

views. Soon after Paco spotted a White Hawk, but we only got a glimpse 
before it flew off. Nearby Blue and White Magpie-Jays were giving a  
display in a roadside tree. Shortly after the minibus arrived at the Arenal 
Observatory Lodge, the perfect cone of the volcano in front and above, 
we were momentarily distracted from the feeders in front of us on the  
terrace. 
 
Day 8. Rain, rain, and more rain. In all it didn't stop for 47 hours, making 
birding difficult. We did however manage to add to our list, but we never 
saw the top of the volcano again. 
 
Day 9. Left in the rain at Arenal and headed for Tarcoles/Carara National 
Park on the Pacific coast. After lunch on arrival we were soon adding  
species as we strolled through the grounds of Hotel Villa Lapas. 
 

 
Right:  
Collared Aracari 
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Day 10. Two pairs of Scarlet Macaws performed a perfect flypast before 
breakfast, their bright red plumage against the blue sky, long tails streaming 
behind them, left us excited for the day ahead. 
  
The minibus was soon parking up and going into the Carara National Park, 
looking for Antwrens, Black-Faced Ant-Thrush, Chestnut-Backed Antbird, 
Black-Throated Trogon, Steely-Vented Hummingbird, amongst many others. 
  
After lunch, we headed to the River Tarcoles for a boat trip into the  
mangroves, where Mangrove Swallows, Belted Kingfisher, Roseate  
Spoonbill (below), Royal & Elegant Terns, Scissor-Tailed Flycatchers were 
soon added to the list, as well as American Crocodiles. 

 
Day 11. Another day 
spent in Carara  
National Park,  
before taking a drive 
to Tarcoles river late 
afternoon where we 
got excellent views 
of Scarlet Macaws, 
Orange-Chinned 
Parakeets and  
Turquiose-Browed  
Motmot. Paco got 
out the minibus and 
ran off down a track, 
he soon returned 
and beckoned us to 

follow, soon we were staring up into the eyes of two Black and White Owls 
sat in a tree. 
  
Paco had not finished, on the drive back he stopped the minibus and we had 
a glimpse of a Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl sat in a roadside tree. 
 
Day 12.  Leaving the coast, the minibus headed for the central mountain 
spine that runs down the centre of Costa Rica. After several hours, the  
minibus turned off into a steep sided gorge, cloud forest lined the slopes. 
Soon the we stopped on a hairpin and watched Collared Redstars, Yellow-
Winged Vireo, Large Footed Finches, Black-Billed Nightingale-Thrush, whilst 
a Red-Tailed Hawk soared overhead.  
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Shortly before reaching Savegre Mountain Lodge, a female Resplendent 
Quetzal was seen in a roadside tree. Editorôs Note: Male Resplendent 
Quetzal pictured (below). 

  
The Hummingbird feeders were a buzz of 
activity, most new species to us, through an 
arch into the gardens a Silky-Tailed  
Flycatcher sat in a tree, so close you could 
almost touch him. 
 
Day 13. We did a roadside walk a mile or 
so up the road from the lodge, Sooty-
Capped Bush-Tanager, Blue-Throated 
Green Warbler, we were struggling with the 
names. A female Resplendent Quetzal is 
spotted and then soon after, a male in a 
tree beside the road. The group spent 25 
minutes watching before he flew off, this is 
the key bird of any trip to Costa Rica, and 
we had excellent views of it. 
 
Day 14. Headed back to the capital San 
Jose and our journey home, a short detour 
to the  

upper slopes of the Bella Vista, it was thick 
raincloud and blowing a gale, the group 
disembarked the minibus, there was a 
small chance of seeing the Volcano Junco, 
but after a little searching the shout goes 
up and we're faced by this Dunnock-
looking bird, this was our only hope of  
seeing it. One more stop on the way, in the 
cloud forest at Paraiso De Los Quetzales 
for lunch, where we all gathered on the 
balcony mesmerised by the flashes of 
Fiery-Throated Hummingbirds (right)
zipping past, they were also perching on 
peopleôs sleeves and probing shoe lace 
holes thinking they were feeders. A truly 
amazing experience in an astonishing  
location, finishing off our trip with a total of 
300 species. 
 

Andy Holding (photographs also by Andy Holding) 
 
Acknowledgement: Kevin Shaw, Heatherleaðfor bird identification and  
recording. 



25 

***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***  
SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER 2017  

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO  LEAD A WALK,  PLEASE CONTACT  

Ted Barnes  
 

Ted Barnes: 07811049281 or 02380266774 or ted.barnes@talktalk.net  
You do not need to be a birding expert  

Remember:  Everyone is invited to these walks,  
whatever your age or knowledge  

 

Please Note: 
 

Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions 
A packed lunch is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader 
if leaving the walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the 
walk. 

The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows: 

A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.  

B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.  

C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.  

D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles. 

Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies 

with the individual, not the Society. 

 

 

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,  

the  shared knowledge, the flora and the birds. 

 

 

Sunday 3
rd
 September ï Migrant Birds at Farlington Marshes 

Leader  Kev Stouse (07510 600808)      9.30am until 2.00pm (3 miles) 
 
Meet at the Broadmarsh car park (SU699055ðOS Landranger 197) for this walk 
round the marshes in search of migrant birds. NB the new road layout means you 
have to do a U-tern to enter the car park as there is no right hand turn into the car 
park entrance ï continue up Harts farm way and where it widens you can turn and 
come back to the car park entrance. Bring coffee/lunch. 
 
Wednesday 13

th
 September ï River Itchen Circular Walk  

Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226 or 07747 151160)    
                                                                                  10.30am until 2.00pm (3 miles) 
 
Park in Easton Village (SU511321 ï OS Landranger 185) and meet by the 
Cricketers Public House for this walk along the river taking in Easton, Abbots 
Worthy and Martyr Worthy for possible Kingfisher, Grey Wagtail and others. Bring 
a snack. Walk category A. 
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Saturday 30
th
 September ï Normandy Marsh 

Leader Marcus Ward (07749 375994 or 01590 677541)   
                                                                                        8.00am until 11.00am 
 
Meet in the lay-by by the Salterns Sailing Club in Maiden Lane at SZ326940 
(OS Landranger 196) for this walk around Normandy Marsh looking for 
autumn migrants, waders etc. Oxey Marsh may be looked at as an alternative 
dependent on productivity of particular area. 
Walk category A. 
 
Saturday 7

th
 October ï Portland Bill, Dorset 

Leader Ted Barnes (02380 266774 or 078110 49281)  
                                                           10.00am until approx.3.30pm (4.5 miles) 
 
Meet in the Cheyne Weares car park at SY694705 (OS Landranger 194) just 
off the Southwell road for this circular walk around the Portland Bill area 
looking for late returning summer migrants, sea birds and Peregrine Falcon. 
Bring coffee/ lunch. Alternatively a reasonably priced meal/snack is available 
at the Lobster Pot cafe at the Bill. Phone leader the evening before to 
confirm especially if bad weather is forecast. 
Walk category B. 
 
Sunday 8

th
 October ï Ashley Walk, New Forest  for Ring Ouzels 

Leader Julian Moseley (02380 779850)   9.00am until 12.00 mid-day  
 
Meet in the car park at SU186156 (OS Landranger 195) for a 45 minute walk 
to the site (Leadenhall) to look for these attractive migrant birds. 
Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 15

th
 October ï Migrant Birds at Titchfield Haven 

Leader  Kev Stouse (07510 600808)           9.30am until 2.00pm (4 miles) 
 
Meet at the lay-by at SU549043 (OS Landranger 196) on the west of Titchfield 
to Stubbington road (B3334), Take the A27 through Fareham and turn left on 
the B3334 at the roundabout just before Titchfield village. After the glass 
houses continue past Crofton Farm on the right then turn right into a disused 
section of the road. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category A. 
 
Tuesday 24

th
 October ï Warsash 

Leader Richard Carpenter (01329 661856 or 07849 184316)               
          10.00am until 2.00pm (3-4 miles) 
 
Meet in the Passage Lane car park at SU489062  (OS Landranger 196). We 
will be looking for waders on the shore, returning wildfowl on the scrape and 
late autumn migrants. Bring refreshments/lunch. 
Walk category A. 



27 

Sunday 29
th
 October ï RSPB Arne, Dorset 

Leader John Clark (02380 618604)      10.00am until approx. 3.30pm 
 
Meet by the information centre at SY971876 (OS Landranger 195) for this 
walk around the reserve to see many species to include Marsh Harrier, 
Dartford Warbler, Avocet, and Spoonbill. Entrance is free to RSPB  
members and the reserve has an onsite cafe. Bring lunch/coffee if  
preferred. 
Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 12

th
 November ï Winter Birds at Cobnor Peninsula, Sussex 

Leader  Kev Stouse (07510 600808)       9.30am until 2.30pm (5 miles) 
 
Meet at SU777053 (OS Landranger 197) where footpath goes left to shore 
from Farm lane in Nutbourne. Go east through Emsworth on the A259 and 
continue through Southbourne. There is a broad, straight section of road 
with fruit farm on right and caravan sales centre on left. After caravan  
centre take second right turn into Farm lane and drive a short way until it 
widens. Meeting point is on the left. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category A/B. 
 
Wednesday 22

nd
 November ï Selborne Common 

Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)  
                                                                    10.00am until 2.30am (5 miles) 
 
Meet in the car park behind the Selborne Arms at SU742335 (OS  
Landrager 186). We will then proceed up the zigzag to the common at the 
top for a circular walk looking for resident birds and wintering species. The 
zigzag is steep and can be slippery after rain so those with certain medical 
conditions need to be aware. Stout footwear is essential. Bring coffee/
lunch. 
Walk category D. 
 
Saturday 25

th
 November ï Old Winchester Hill 

Leader Ted Barnes (02380266774 or 078110 49281)   
                                                                 10.00am until 1.30pm (2-3 miles) 
 
Meet in the reserve car park at SU645214 (OS Landranger 185) for this 
chalk down land walk with good views to the south. We will look for winter 
visitors such as Redwing and Fieldfares, resident species and raptors. 
This walk can be muddy. 
Walk category B. 
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See credits on page 51         
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Portland Bill, Dorset: 1st April 2017 

 
The initial walk down to the cliff edge gave us good views of the resident 
female Peregrine Falcon who after vocalising loudly was joined by the 
male and copulation took place. 
 
On a nearby ledge Ravens had again nested and produced two  
youngsters who were seen being fed, the prey being unidentified. 
 
The walk towards the Academy school on the former Southwell Business 
Park was uninspiring with even very few hirundines in evidence. Some 
smaller birds such as the Chiffchaff, Dunnock, Stonechat and the occa-
sional Wheatear were seen. 
 
The cliffs to the north of the lighthouse proved more fruitful with Guillemot, 
Razorbill, Shag, Fulmar and Gannet in the vicinity. A single Puffin was 
claimed to have been seen by two of the party. This was highly probable 
as one bird had previously been reported in the area. 
 
During the customary lunch break three Velvet Scoters and a single Great 
Northern Diver were seen on the sea. 
 
A visit to the Bird Observatory quarry for the Little Owl was initially irksome 
with having to peer down into the appropriate hole to just see an outline. 
Then it decided to fully appear and good views were had by all. On further 
investigation a second bird could be seen at the back of the hole so  
hopefully parenthood beckons. 
 
The stroll back to the 
starting point gave  
further sightings of  
Peregrine and  
Buzzards but not much 
else. In all some forty 
species were recorded. 
 

Ted Barnes 
 
 

Reports of previous HOS walks 

Little Owl New Forest 31.5.17 Andy Tew 
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       Worth Matravers, Dorset: 22nd April 2017 

Eleven people gathered in the car park at Worth on a breezy but bright    
Saturday morning. Swallows were flying across the fields, Goldfinch        
twittered from bushes, House Sparrows seemed gratifyingly abundant in the 
village, Robin, Whitethroat, Blackbird, Blackcap, Yellowhammer, Chiffchaff, 
Song Thrush, Blue Tit, Willow Warbler and Chaffinch were all in evidence on 
the walk down through the valley to the coast.  

A distinctive reeling from a Hawthorn bush betrayed the presence of a 
Grasshopper Warbler before we reached the coast. Skylark sang above the 
down land, Meadow Pipit hunted amongst the grass, two Wheatear were 
seen, three Linnet flew across the nesting cove occupied by three pairs of 
Fulmar and at least one pair of nesting Jackdaw. A Peregrine soared above 
the meadows near St Aldhelmôs Head and on the water half a dozen 
Guillemot and Razorbill could also be seen. A solitary Rock Pipit was 
chasing insects on the rocks below the Fulmar nests.  

During lunch a string of thirteen 
Whimbrel flew in off the sea, and a 
local Stonechat male registered his 
disapproval of our presence. After 
lunch and with dismal reflections 
about how much monoculture crops 
were in the accompanying fields it 
was pleasing to encounter two Corn 
Bunting  about five hundred metres 
apart. In a bush on the opposite 
side of the track a small black and 
white bird was proving elusive, 
hunting in the foliage but eventually 
emerged long enough to be 
identified as a female Pied           

Flycatcher. A few metres further a Redstart flitted from the track to the back 
of the hedge and disappeared.  

Once we reached the village the dominant sound was once again the    
engaging calls of House Sparrows 

Julian Moseley  
 

 
 
 

House Sparrow female Anton Lake  



31 

                  Martin Down: 29th April 2017 

An interesting, but not unusual, list for Saturday. We started with a Cuckoo 
seen and heard in a row of trees in Vernditch Chase, followed by Carrion 
Crow, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, and eventually Corn Bunting were heard and 
then seen, as was Linnet, a couple of Wheatear on passage, Stonechat, 
Blackbird and Magpie.  

Several spikes of Early Purple Orchid 
(Orchis mascula) were discovered      
hiding under a Gorse bush, Robin 
was singing in the woodland, along 
with Chiffchaff while Sparrowhawk 
was circling over the woodland. Great 
Tit, Tree Pipit, and eventually, Long 
Tailed tit all made an appearance, 
while Dunnock called from the herb-
age. A clump of Ramsons (Allium 
ursinum) made their presence felt, 
and we heard Song Thrush, Jackdaw, 
Blackcap, Wren, and  almost as noisy 
was a Nuthatch.  

A Buzzard, floated round a rather 
grey sky and Swallows were flying 

overhead in low numbers during most of the day. A bright, fresh Green 
Hairstreak (Callophrys rubi), was discovered which almost glowed against 
the grass, Brimstone (Gonepteryx rhamni) was also seen as was a very 
fresh, completely untarnished Grizzled Skipper (Pyrgus malvae). Dingy 
Skipper (Erynnis tages) was 
found not far away. A Kestrel     
hovered optimistically over 
the grassland, Garden War-
bler, Yellowhammer were 
also seen and the day was 
nicely rounded off by the 
fortuitous  rediscovery by 
one member of the party of 
Pasque Flower (Pulsatilla 
vulgaris).  

Julian Moseley        

 

Early Purple Orchid Wickham 
Hampshire 25.4.11 Phil Budd 

Yellowhammer  Martin Down  
14.5.17 David Cuddon 


