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 KINGFISHER   6th January 2018 

  KINGFISHER 
  

Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
  

The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers 
 

Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.    

Additional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  
You can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in 

all four issues with or without photos/artwork. 
 

The rates are Ã90 full page, Ã50 half page, Ã35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 
also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 

up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 
 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

ñWEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.ò 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing ï Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.   
  

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates ï telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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                                        EDITORIAL  
 
Many thanks for all of the contributions to this issue of Kingfisher. 
This time I have received  enough varied and interesting features to 
fill the pages.  
 
There is plenty to draw your attention to in this issue. Firstly, there is 
a second in the series of Birding Basics workshops  planned for 10th 
March 2018 (see page 10). Also we have a fieldworkerôs meeting on 
24th February at Littleton followed by the AGM/Memberôs Day on 
24th March (see page 6). Please note that the AGM/Memberôs Day 
is taking place at a new venue, St Swithunôs School rather the John 
Stripe Theatre. This new venue is close to Winchester so it is still 
quite central. The original plan was to hold this event at John Stripe  
Theatre on 25th March so please change this in your diaries. 
 
I would also like to draw your attention to John Shillitoeôs request for 
more helpers at the WeBS count at Portsmouth Harbour as more 
watchers are required quite quickly (see page 36). 
 
We are also short on some positions on the Membership  
Subcommittee. We are still looking for a New Forest Show  
Coordinatorða commitment in July but little to do for the rest of the 
year (see page 7). We are looking for someone to assist Ted Barnes 
in coordinating the events lists and some new walks leaders too 
(also see page 7). Finally there is a need for someone to assist in 
the overall coordination of the smaller events which HOS are 
involved in (bioblitzes, Gilbert White Day, BirdTrail etc.) (see page 9). 
 
A final piece of news is that a new member has come forward to take 
over the editing of Kingfisher as from 2018 AGM. I will still be editing 
the next edition (number 158) but the new editor and I plan to work 
jointly on no 159 before I step down at issue no. 160. More details in 
the next Editorial. 
 
One last thingðI have extended the next Kingfisher deadline to 6th 
January (rather than 1st January) because of Christmas and New 
Year. However, I would prefer it if articles arrive before Christmas  
where possible. 
 
Phil Budd. 
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                                  Notice Board  
 
                      HOS Fieldworkers  Meeting 2018 
 
A date for your 2018 diaries - HOS will be holding another Fieldworkers 
Meeting to highlight new fieldwork and projects in Hampshire, most of     
which you can get involved in.  

In addition, we will have an overview of results from current projects with 
speakers covering a broad range of topics. 

If you want to get involved, or are keen to find out what is going on in the 
county this is the event to attend. 

 

Saturday 24th February 2018, 1000 - 1600 hrs at 
The Memorial Hall, Littleton, SO22 6QL 

  

Full details nearer the date 

 

Marcus Ward 

 

Hampshire Ornithological Society AGM and Open Day 2018 
 

The 2018 HOS Open Day will now take place on: 
 
Saturday 24

th
 March at 

St Swithunôs School, Alresford Rd, Winchester SO21 1HA. 
 
The change in venue has allowed us to maintain the Open Day on a  
Saturday. Other benefits of using the schoolôs facilities are a much larger and 
modern lecture theatre, expanded exhibition area and plentiful, free parking.  
 
The timing of the Open Day will remain as in previous years, with doors 
opening at 1200 and the event concluding at 1700. 
 
Please note this date in your diaries, further information will be provided in 

the next issue of Kingfisher.  

Andy Broadhurst 
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Membership Sub-Committee Vacancies 
 
 

HOS Walks & Events 
 
The HOS Walks Programme is rightly recognised as being one of the best 
features of HOS: these free walks to a variety of different habitats across 
Hampshire (and occasionally beyond) are run throughout the year by  
enthusiastic leaders and provide a sociable way to explore the best birding 
areas in the county.  
 
The Walks Programme has been superbly run by Ted Barnes for some 
years. However, he is conscious of the fact that time is taking its toll.  
Therefore, to forward plan, we are looking for a volunteer to work alongside 
Ted with a view to taking over the role when the need arises.  
 
Please contact Ted Barnes on 02380 266774 / 078110 49281 
 

New Forest Show     
 
Traditionally HOS has always had a stand at the New Forest Show and this 
was always regarded as the best shop window for advertising the benefits 
and values of the society. The show lasts 3 days and presents unique  
logistical challenges in that a team of volunteers needs to be assembled 
and organised into rotas to cover the entire period of the show. In addition, 
the setting up and dismantling of the stand outside of the core show days 
has to be factored into the overall organisation of our presence at this 
event. 
 
We have been very fortunate in previous years to have had volunteers  
willing to take on the coordination of this event. This is no longer the case 
and our attendance at the New Forest Show this year (2017) will be our last 
unless we can find a volunteer to take over this role. The role is a very  
focussed one, requiring very little involvement except in the weeks leading 
up to and during the show itself.  
 
Please contact Ted Barnes for more information (02380 266774 / 
078110 49281) 
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               Hidden possibilities by Andy Johnson 
 

Lost in these nonsensical, glib ramblings are a number of birdsô names 
for you to find. To create a little more of a challenge, names can occur 
either forwards or backwards. You can underline, highlight or, of 
course, ring each answer. Following careful marking, the most com-
plete solution, or in the event of a tie, the one received quickest,  
relative to other entries, will be deemed the winning entry.  
 
The winner will be announced when this feature returns to next  
quarterôs edition of óKingfisherô, and will receive a copy of óThe RSPB 
Handbook of British Birdsô as a prize (with a CASH bonus for anyone 
who finds all the hidden species!).  
 
Send your solution to this address today: A. Johnson, 5/22  
Bracklesham Road, Hayling Island, PO11 9SJ or email  
andyhaylingisland@hotmail.co.uk (note this is a ó.ukô suffix, not ó.comô).  
 
The puzzle deviserôs decision is final, which leaves me with just one 
more thing to say: very good luck!! 
 
She arose with that familiar feeling of being roused and alert. Episode eleven 
of her dating exploits followed ten spectacular knockbacks. On the last date, 
following an unforeseen arctic storm, sheôd turned up looking like a drowned 
rat! Subsequently, once the bitterness had receded, and with the bar now  
lower than it had previously been, she hoped to establish a good outcome, 
especially with tonight her only chance to impress. Deep down she was  
wanting to make them all ardent fans, perhaps even strike up love.             
Realistically though, ten nil remained the score. 
 
They made a gleeful start to the evening; he brought her gifts, including  
five-star lingerie, a bohemian, elfin charm, and a ringlet with an ornate jewel 
rucked within. They started with drinks: an amalgam of cider and black,     
cocktails and Martini. Then to follow, he ate a random item chosen from the 
menu that changes every week. It extends to a second or third haphazard, 
unlined, overcrowded page in a loose-leaf book.  
 
Cucumber, tomato, iceberg lettuce, crisp arrowroot, crab and avocado, 
smoked sprat in coleslaw, and a little stilton cheese were amongst the       
ingredients in their seafood salad, along with the most rich honey and  
mustard sauce in which to dip periwinkles. For after dinner relaxation, heôd 
brought some Verdigris mushrooms that heôd picked in the local woods, and           
pipe-rollerôs tobacco, otherwise known as ópuffing weedô; heôd taken a lot 
round earlier, being a forward planner. 
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This is where proceedings took a little turn for the worse. Itôs fair to say that 
they would not have pleased God with their meagre attitude to health and 
safety, and this did not help his spleen, which, having chosen to ignore help, 
ruptured startlingly! It was hard to decide who turned the whitest, or kept    
fainting the most. One chat with the doctor and she was wallowing in self-pity, 
re-evaluating that this is kind of what happens with rushing to outwit each    
other. That much ought to have been obvious, especially with someone who is 
more than a little gullible, for goodness sake! 
 
Rifling through her health, hardware and hygiene (óHô) room, she came across 
billhooks, a pair of nut-crackers, a hunting dagger, a shovel, erasive  
detergent, a multi pipe-rack, a mop, a rake etc. Rakes and mops would have 
been useful to avert potential glitches in the first place, e.g. dirt rapidly  
accumulating, and the ensuing havoc etc. that had been caused. She was 
unable to use the dagger as a probing instrument since, in the auspices of 
criminal law, daggers contravene the rules. Subsequently, using the CB radio 
(her latest hobby!) to call for an ambulance was also a catastrophe,  
as antenna gave up working, due to the effectiveness of its now crooked  
coupling-pin tailing off. Some pins, when pushed further in, go useless rather 
swiftly, and knowing they can destroy alternative radios preyed on her mind. 
For future reference, and in the absence of further evidence, itôs best to use 
paired  

Membership Sub-Committee Vacancy 
 

HOS Events Co-ordinator 
 
In the past, the promotion of HOS at events across the county was restricted 
to large shows such as the New Forest Show and Romsey Show. More       
recently there has been an increased number of smaller gatherings,           
characterised by BirdTrail, the Gilbert White Day at Selborne, the various      
bio blitzes across the county and other events. These provide an increased 
variety of opportunities for HOS, both geographically and in terms of the      
interests of the people attending these events.                    

In parallel with this trend towards smaller, but more varied and frequent      
meetings, the way that conservation organisations try to attract and interact 
with the public has also changed.  HOS needs to adapt to these changing         
circumstances and so we are looking for an events co-ordinator. The role 
involves identifying upcoming events at which HOS should have a presence,  
co-ordinating the materials required and identifying the volunteers to set-up 
and run the HOS stand. In addition, a vital role will be participating in a review 
of the HOS presentation materials with the aim of modernising our stand to 
increase our effectiveness.    

Please contact Andy Broadhurst (andy@tali.me.uk / 07941 349002) for 
further information on this exciting role 

mailto:andy@tali.me.uk
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           HOS "BIRDING BASICS" WORKSHOPS 
 
We want to help our members and others to learn birding skills and build on 
those that they have already, so we have decided to launch a series of         
occasional workshops under the brand of "Birding Basics". These will be     
available for a limited number of people each time to ensure that the tutors can 
each work closely with just a small group of people.  

At each workshop, there should be around five leaders, so we can hopefully 
help around thirty people every time. Workshops will be repeated from time to 
time to make sure that everybody who wants to attend can do so. There will be 
a small charge to cover basic costs. 

We are keen to help you to improve your birding skills and knowledge, so 
please let us know if there is any particular training that you would like to see 
provided. 

Our first event will be a Wader Workshop on Saturday 2nd December. We 
promoted it on the HOS website and Hoslist and we were astounded at the 
huge response. Sadly (but happily too) it is already full. But do not worry - 
we will operate another one in 2018. 

However, we now have a Raptor Workshop planned, and bookings are open! 

"Birding Basics" Raptor Workshop - Saturday 10th March 0930-1300  

Andy Page will be running this Workshop, based in the New Forest and will start 
with a classroom session in which the tutors will explain some birding basics, 
and run through the various raptors that can be found in Hampshire. After the 
talks and  question and answer session, attendees will be taken out into the 
forest to a viewpoint where they will hopefully see raptors including  Goshawk. 
There will be several tutors, each working with a small number of attendees. 

Cost: HOS Members Ã5, non-members Ã17 (but includes HOS membership for 
a year) 

Availability is limited to 30 people on this occasion. 

Apply to Keith Betton: keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 
 

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
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  Picture Gallery: Birds Not Often Photographed 
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                  A Lucky Day in Mallorca 
 
Some years ago, we spent a week in early summer in the north of          
Mallorca.  One morning we visited the sôAlbufera wetland reserve and went 
into a hide.  The group already assembled there told us we were very 
lucky: a pair of Black-winged Stilts was nesting right by the hide and they 
had been coming every day for the past week to see whether the eggs had 
hatched, which they had that very morning.  Sure enough there were four 
tiny balls of fluff with their attentive parents.  They told us that there was 
also said to be a Marsh Harrier in the vicinity; they had been keeping an 
eye out for it all week but hadnôt seen it yet.  But a few minutes later there it 
was, and we had a good view of it from the hide. 
 
It was a hot day, and that afternoon saw us recumbent by our hotel pool, 
which turned out to be an excellent vantage point when an unmistakeable 
Golden Eagle flew overhead, mobbed by gulls - a first for us.  The next day 
we met the same birding group again, trudging wearily with their heavy 
telescope.  They had been walking all over the Formentor peninsula in the 
hope of seeing the Golden Eagle they had heard was there, but without 
success.  We told them we had seen it, but didnôt admit having been lying 
flat on our backs by the pool at the time! 
 

Julie Moon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Picture credit on page 51 
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                   Seychelles Black Parrot 
 
On holiday in the Seychelles, we visited the Vall®e de Mai on Praslin     
Island.  This is a small remnant of palm forest, believed to be largely      
unchanged from prehistoric times.  The forest is home to many endemic 
flora and fauna species, two of which we especially wanted to see: the           
Coco-de-mer Palm and the endangered Seychelles Black Parrot, whose 
total population at that time was thought to be down to about 50 birds.  We 
readily found the Coco-de-mer, with its charismatic gigantic double nut and 
long catkins.  We also had a good view of a Seychelles Blue Pigeon sitting 
in a tree, but the parrot eluded us.  We gave up eventually and went out to 
the road to wait for a bus.   
 
Whilst we were standing there, somewhat dejected, we heard a whistling 
noise, and there they were!  There was a flock of at least six black parrots, 
in an open area right by the entrance to the reserve, clambering around in 
the trees and pecking at small yellow fruits which they held in their claws.  
We were able to watch them for several minutes - the parrots had come to 
us! 
 

Julie Moon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above: Seychelles Black Parrot images by oiseaux.net and  
obtained from bing.com/image/search 
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                                  Lucky Breaks 
  
I happened to open my Kingfisher on Monday 21st August and saw your note 
about sharing lucky breaks. 

 
I had just had such an experience early that day which I thought I would 
share. 
  
After the BirdFair some friends from Honduras, William Orellana and Katinka 
Domen who run a bird tour company in Honduras called Beaks and Peaks 
came to stay at my house in Hampshire with a view to me sharing some of 
my local birds as they had done with me back in 2015. 

I decided to take them to Farlington, one of my favourite places. The day 
started late, we were all tired from three days at Birdfair and the long drive 
home the previous evening. Over breakfast I asked them what their most 
wanted bird was and unsurprisingly they both said Kingfisher. 

I have a medium sized pond in my garden with a strategically placed post that 
occasionally attracts a bird. I told William and Katinka to keep an eye on the 
post more in hope than expectation. As we were about to leave for Farlington 
the bird flew in giving great views and I just knew we were going to have a 
lucky day. 

We arrived at Farlington and it was high tide, luck as I had not checked, 
which meant that the waders would be on The Lake rather than scattered all 
over the mud. As it turned out it was somewhat disappointing as the wader 
count and mix was somewhat low however my friends were happy adding 
Black-tailed Godwit, Turnstone, Redshank, Green Sandpiper, Grey and 
Ringed Plover plus others to their life lists. We continued round the reserve 
getting good looks at Meadow and Rock pipits, Oystercatcher and Stonechat. 
Then a scream from my companions and a question to me 'What was that 
Chat?'. The bird turned out to be a one of several Northern Wheatears we 
saw that day and this one performed perfectly- my guests were delighted and 
clearly enchanted by the bird. 

We continued round the reserve reaching the southerly point. I had by now 
abandoned my scope to William who not only insisted on carrying it but was 
able to focus it on a bird faster than I could with my binoculars. Both William 
and Katinka have developed skills from leading trips in the rainforest that not 
only makes them quick to spot new birds but good at showing them to their 
clients-being 35 years younger also helps! I was thus relegated to identifying 
what they found. 
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When we started heading back north towards the M27 we noticed a large 
and noisy flock of Black -headed Gulls circling above the reserve. I soon    
realised were catching flying ants which were suddenly all over the place. 
This also bought out the warblers feeding in the bushes at the edge of Point 
Field, mostly Common Whitethroat but also óWillowchiffô. 

Suddenly we saw a sandy coloured bird with prominent dark streaks on its 
back fly into a small Elder bush no more than 20 feet in front of us. I felt sure 
I knew what the bird was and told my companions to look at the head pattern 
on the bird. We all got brief views of the bird and when we compared notes it 
was clear that bird between 3 and 5 head strips alternating between          
yellow/sandy and black (I suspect the extra 2 stripes came from counting the 
supercilium as head stripes). We had seen a first autumn Aquatic Warbler a 
life bird for me and number 20 or so for my companions. We stayed around 
for about 30 minutes hoping to get a photograph but the bird together with 
the other warblers had disappeared into the ditch. While I would have liked 
to stay longer my companions were much more interested in seeing more 
exotic life birds like Shelduck and Avocet in The Deeps. 

We continued around adding Yellow Wagtail, Lesser Whitethroat and     
Spotted Redshank ending up with a total of 60 birds of which 40 were life 
birds for my companions. 

I have chased Aquatic Warbler several times over the years at both          
Farlington and Titchfield Haven with no success and it does appear that 
most of the records seem to be those caught in nets by the ringers and    
never seen again.  

Over dinner we  discussed 
the best bird of the day 
which was Northern 
Wheatear by a margin of 2 
to 1. Whatever I felt I had 
had a lucky break 

Chris Spooner 
  

 

 
Wheatear  
Keyhaven Marsh 
24.8.17 
Gareth Rees 
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Hook-with-Warsash ï A Visitor Guide 
 
Hook-with-Warsash comprises wetland and grazed pasture LNR, wooded   
valley, common and parkland, and adjoining farmland and paddocks and is 
bordered by Southampton Water to the south and the River Hamble to the 
west. The area is crisscrossed by numerous public footpaths which are heavily 
used by walkers and cyclists, much of it falls under the management of   
Hampshire County Council and unfortunately the pressures from local council 
under-funding are beginning to show. Free parking is available at various 
points of access.  
 
Bunny Meadows, Warsash 
Park in Warsash (there are two car parks off Shore Road/Passage Lane west 
of the Clocktower roundabout) and follow the footpath north up the east bank 
of the River Hamble, good for waders and wildfowl between autumn and 
spring and on occasion can hold good numbers of Golden Plover. Rock Pipits 
and a photogenic Kingfisher should be found en route to the high tide roost  
(a Greenshank hot-spot) at the ñwreckò a km or so from the Pink Ferry  
crossing point (a Black-throated Diver was located here in December 2013.) 
Alternative access is by way of a wooded walk through Holly Hill Woodland 
Park and Wendleholme NR, following signs to the Hamble River. Firecrest is 
likely to be encountered in the woodland in winter with Marsh Tit also possible 
here. Parking for Holly Hill is accessed from Barnes Lane south of Sarisbury 
Green. 
 
Below: Bunny Meadows, Warsash 
 

 
 



17 

 Hook Spit/Hook Lake/Hook Links 
 
This area is located south of Warsash and is accessed by either walking 
south along the Solent Way coastal path from Warsash, or by taking 
Newtown Road and using the limited parking in Hook Park Road just south 
east of where the road crosses Hook Lake reed bed. Further parking is also 
available at the end of Hook Park Road (before it turns into a bumpy track)  
at the western end of Workmanôs Lane, or Cowes Lane to access the eastern 
end of Hook Links.   
 
Hook Spit is fenced in spring to limit canine interference with the irregularly 
breeding Ringed Plovers. Cold weather usually brings an increase in wildfowl 
numbers and saw-bills also occur (even two redhead Smew one icy morning 
on 3

rd
 December 2010!) and Snow Buntings have occurred here in the past. 

 
Below: Hook Spit (High Water) looking north up the River Hamble 
 

 
 
 
Much of Hook Lake has now deteriorated to thick reed bed with the reeds 
spreading through pasture (known locally as Fordôs Field) to a small scrape 
with limited viewing from the seawall. However, the scrape can attract several 
wader species in autumn and in winter is frequented by wildfowl. The reed 
bed regularly holds small numbers of dispersed over-wintering Bearded Tits 
and, now less than annual, Bittern. Water Rail appear to be resident and 
probably breed most years, Spotted Crake have visited in the past. Inter-tidal 
mud between Hook Spit and Warsash can hold good numbers of winter 
waders and wildfowl, particularly Brent Geese and Wigeon which also graze 
Fordôs Field at high water. Cettiôs Warblers breed in the scrub around the 
reed bed and numerous Reed Warblers can be heard in spring/summer, 
Sedge Warblers no longer breed here. 
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Below: Hook Lake Reed bed 
 

 
 
 
To the south of Hook Lake is Hook links (so named after its previous usage as 
a nine-hole golf course) running south-east from Hook Spit to Chilling         
sub-station (the under-water tunnel entrance to the now-redundant Fawley 
Power Station) and comprising pasture, scrape, meandering ditches (the 
meander pools) and large patches of gorse and scrub, viewable from the 
Solent Way. One or two pairs of Dartford Warblers breed in most years and 
the scrape was the first breeding site in Hampshire by Avocet back in 2002 
but have only been occasional breeders since. Spring migrants, including 
irregular Garganey, are attracted to the area but is better known for autumn 
migrants with good numbers of chats, Yellow Wagtails and other passerines 
including almost annual Wryneck; a Red-backed Shrike was recorded here in 
2001, Red-breasted Goose and Crane in 2011, Brown Shrike in 2013, 
Siberian Stonechat in 2015 and Great White Egret in 2016. Autumn wader 
passage is dependent on scrape water levels but on occasion attracts Curlew 
Sandpiper, Little Stint, Wood Sandpiper and Spotted Redshank as well as 
less scarce species such as Common and Green Sandpipers and Little 
Ringed Plovers. Grey Phalaropes are occasional visitors too after stormy 
weather and in 1999 both Grey and Red-necked Phalaropes graced the site 
together. Other notable visitors include Red Kite, Osprey, Marsh Harrier,  
Short-eared Owl and Raven.  
 
Offshore in the appropriate season, Southampton Water attracts divers 
(particularly Great Northern) and grebes, auks and occasional skuas, scarcer 
terns and in stormy conditions storm-petrels, with records of Leachôs Petrel in 
both 2009 and 2010 and Storm Petrel in 2017. 
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 Below: Hook Links Scrape and Bottom: Hook Links Meander Pools 
 

 
 

 
 
Workmanôs Lane 
Accessed from Hook Park Road, south and north of Workmanôs Lane is 
good habitat for passerine migrants along the various fence lines and 
hedgerows, the area to the north of Beam Cottage usually being the most 
attractive to Redstart, Whinchat, Stonechat (which also breed here), 
Wheatear and Tree Pipit and scarcer birds such as Great Grey Shrike have 
occurred. Yellow Wagtails are attracted by livestock stirring up insects for 
them to feed upon, so look out for the cows! Spotted Flycatcher is regular 
in autumn and Pied Flycatcher has appeared on a few occasions. North 
and south of the Lane can be good for visible migration with numbers of 
finches, larks and pipits appearing in the right conditions. Little Owl is      
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resident in the area and is best looked for in early spring, notably in the 
tree lines running south-west from Workmanôs Lane. Brent Geese graze 
the fields south of the Lane, usually in late winter and raptors often use the 
pylons as observation towers, a flyover Glossy Ibis was here in February 
2012. Dog-walking appears to have increased dramatically since recent 
arable farming activity ceased on the north side of the lane and               
unfortunately field margins are now treated as canine rights of way! 
 
Below: Workmanôs Lane ï weedy field to the north 
 

 
 
 
Hook Valley/Hook Park/Warsash Common 
Access points include Church Road, Warsash or Hook Park Road, or the 
south end of Fleet End Road for Warsash Common and twenty years ago 
would have been a regular site for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, sadly this 
is no longer the case. However, Firecrests are now regularly observed 
here as well as common woodland birds and autumn migrants such as 
Redstart and Spotted Flycatcher. In winter, occasional flocks of Siskins 
with perhaps a few Redpolls can be found. Note, it is a very popular       
dog-walking area! 
 
 

Bob Marchant 
August 2017 
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                           Garden Observations 
 
I have only been seriously bird watching for about 10 years, but I have been 
recording all the birds I have seen from the house in Rownhams on a daily 
basis for over 3 years. 
 
During the first half of September I did not see any Blackbirds and wondered 
where they had all gone? Did they go away to moult as the garden            
environment would be dangerous with all the cats around? They are now 
back and singing and call all day. Perhaps they are a different population?   
 
Earlier in the week there were over 50 Starlings in a local tree, a fairly       
common sight in the autumn. They go off to breed earlier in the year, often 
nesting in the gutters of the local houses, and come to the feeder to teach 
their fledging to feed. 
 
The tits are moving round in groups ï Blue Tit, Great Tits, Coal Tits and Long
-tailed Tits and they are often accompanied by a few House Sparrows.       
Recently there has been a Chiffchaff singing in the morning, it is often with 
the tits. The Robins seem to have had a third brood in September as the 
spotted youngsters are calling to be fed.  The Goldfinches have been visiting 
to feed on the feeder, two families recently with 5 fledging without the red on 
the head. The adults like the sunflower hearts while the youngsters prefer the 
niger seed.  Wrens and Dunnocks are feeding in the rambling rose where a 
Blackbird nest was found. Greenfinches call and tried to nest but were  
predated. 
 
The corvids are very active at 
the moment.  The Carrion 
Crows call from the tall trees.   
Earlier in the year I saw 18 
crows in a local tree, giving an         
exception to the saying óa 
crow in a crowd is a Rookô.  
The Magpies are back in the 
Holm Oak, having been     
ousted two years ago by the 
crows.  They tried to get to the 
young Starlings in their nests but could not reach them. Early one morning a 
Magpie caught a young Starling on my neighbours patio, the noise was      
intense with the parent trying to stop the Magpie.  I opened my window and 
the Magpie and parents flew off leaving the motionless youngster on the patio 
furniture.  I was just thinking it was dead, but as my neighbour came out to 
move the body and it suddenly flew off, obviously just winded!  There are 
Jackdaws flying around calling, they seen to have moved down the village.   
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The Jays are visiting the Holm Oak to feed early in the morning, they wait 
for the Magpies to leave to avoid being attacked. Rook do not seem to 
have yet arrived but are seen occasionally. 

 
A few years ago the garden was 
visited by a female Sparrowhawk, 
she did not catch anything. The 
same day there were a flock of 
Waxwings over the road feeding on 
small purple berries.  Other notable 
visitors have been Bullfinch,  
Garden Warbler, Blackcap, Siskin,  
Redwing, Fieldfare and Serin some 
years ago.  The first Red Kite was 
seen in April being attacked by two 

Carrion Crows. 
 
Grey Herons are seen flying over in the morning, probably going to the lake 
at Rownhams House.  Herring Gulls and Black-headed Gulls often fly in to 
feed on the school field, together with Green Woodpecker.  House Martins 
feed over the houses and Swifts and Swallows fly over.   For 40 years I 
have heard Tawny Owls calling until this year when Test Valley Council cut 
down the trees where they roosted and bred. They have been heard calling 
at night this autumn so perhaps they will start to use the owl box which has 
been erected in our local conservation wood. Thanks to the gentleman who 
donated it to me at last yearôs HOS Members day. 
 
Woodpigeons are the most frequent sightings, followed by Blackbird,  
Starling, Carrion Crow and Blue Tit.  Collared Doves and Feral Pigeons  
are common in the summer. 
 

Sue Lambert 
 

A very successful first year for the Common Tern            
raft at the West Hayling Oysterbeds by Wez Smith 
 
In April this year, the RSPB launched a tern raft, partially funded by the 
Hampshire Ornithological Society, onto the Oysterbed lagoon at the West 
Hayling Local Nature Reserve.  After a long summer, weôre happy to say 
itôs been an amazing success with 44 common terns fledging in its  
inaugural year.  
 
The common terns breeding at the Oysterbeds have been struggling for a 
number of years now with limited space available to them when they arrive 
back from migration due to the density of the already formed Black-headed  
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Gull colony on the islets there.  The 
close proximity in between gull nests 
has also led to almost total failure 
during the busiest part of the season 
as chicks are opportunistically eaten 
by their larger neighbours.  With all 
of this going on, a trial tern raft put in 
place just as the terns were looking 
for a nesting location looked like it 
could be a positive step forward.  
 
The signs were looking hopeful from 
the start as within ten minutes of the 
cover being removed in late April, 
the first Common Tern landed upon 
the raft and started to investigate.  

Within a few weeks, the number of terns courting within the lagoon and    
forming scrapes on the raft was booming with around 40 individuals regularly 
seen roosting upon it in the evenings & captured on camera overnight.       
Despite some early season concern about a lack of forage fish available   
locally, food became plentiful by late May and nesting was in full swing.   
 
The breeding season was an almost continually breezy one in the Solent this 
year and storm surges did significant damage to the nearby gull colonies (and 
lower nesting Common Terns) on both May 27th and June 5

th
/6
th
.  Whilst their 

neighbours were flooded out, the birds incubating on the raft were able to   
literally rise above the storm surges and carry on with only the wind and rain 
to contend with.  By late June, the whole structure was alive with various 
sized chicks running to claim food from their busy parents before running 
back to shelter from both avian predators and the elements in the handmade 
shelters provided. Great views of the family antics were possible from both 
sides of the lagoon and useful observations on feeding rates were taken. 
 
Adults and chicks continued to be present on the raft for the whole summer 
as two main waves fledged in succession (the final chick to fledge didnôt leave 
until mid August).  In total, 44 Common Tern chicks plus a bonus 3  
Black-headed Gulls fledged from the raft this year with the weather & raids by 
at least one Mediterranean Gull being the noticed limiting factors.  With year 
one now complete, weôll be making a few minor tweaks over the coming 
months and then, as spring and our migratory seabirds arrive, getting ready 
to provide a home one again for a new generation. 
 
Sincere thanks go to the Hampshire Ornithological Society for their generous 
donation as well as to staff and volunteers from the RSPB and the Hampshire 
& Isle Of Wight Wildlife Trust for help assembling and launching the raft. 
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      Picture Gallery: Why are you looking at me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Picture credits  
on Page 51 
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***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***  
DECEMBER 2017 TO FEBRUARY 2018 

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO  LEAD A WALK,  PLEASE CONTACT  

Ted Barnes  
 

Ted Barnes: 07811049281 or 02380266774 or ted.barnes@talktalk.net  
You do not need to be a birding expert  

Remember:  Everyone is invited to these walks,  
whatever your age or knowledge  

 

Please Note: 
 

Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions 
A packed lunch is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader 
if leaving the walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the 
walk. 

The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows: 

A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.  

B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.  

C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.  

D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles. 

Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies 

with the individual, not the Society. 

 

 

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,  

the  shared knowledge, the flora and the birds. 

 

 

 
Saturday 2

nd
 December ï HOS ñBirding Basicsò Workshop on Waders 

Leader Keith Betton 
See for  page 10 in this issue of Kingfisher for full details. This event is limited to 30 
people and must be pre-booked. 
 
 
Saturday 9

th
 December ï Eyeworth Pond, New Forest. 

Leader Julian Moseley (02380 779850)       10.30am until 3.30pm  
Meet at car park at Eyeworth pond (SU228145 ï OS Landranger195) for this walk 
which will go through oak and conifer woodland, heath land and on to Hampton 
Ridge. Hen Harrier and Great Grey Shrike are a possibility in the open areas whilst 
the pond may host Goosander and Mandarin Duck. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B. 
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Sunday 17
th
 December ï Twyford, Hazeley and Morestead Downs. 

Leader Ted Barnes (078110 492810 or 02380 266774)      
10.00am until 2.30pm (5 miles) 
Meet at the Twyford Recreation Ground car park (SU483243 ï OS Landranger 
185) approximately 400 yards to the right up the Park Lane turning next to the 
Bugle Inn in the village of Twyford. This circular walk takes in narrow lanes, 
farmland, periphery of the Twyford Down Golf Club, some conifer and 
deciduous Woods and returns along the Itchen Navigation Canal. Bring lunch/
coffee. Walk category C/D. 
 
Tuesday 19

th
 December ï Warblington Shore to Budds Farm for winter 

birds 
Leader Kev Stouse (07510 600808)             9.30am until 1.30pm (4 miles) 
Meet at Warblington Church car park (SU728054) for this walk to Budds Farm 
in search of winter birds. Bring coffee/lunch. Walk category A.   
 
Wednesday 27

th
 December ï Testwood, Nursling and Lower Test 

Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)        10.30am until 2.30pm (4İ miles) 
Meet at Testwood Lake car park (SU347152) for this walk on flat ground with 
a few stiles. We will be looking for birds of the winter and other wildlife of park 
land and marsh land. Note: dependant on the tide the paths could be flooded 
in places so wellington boots should be carried or worn.  Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category A. 
 
Thursday 4

th
 January ï Hill Head 

Leader Richard Carpenter (01329066856 or 078490184316)  
10.00am until 2.00pm (3-4 miles)  
Meet at SU531023 on the shore near the west entrance to Titchfield Haven. 
We will look for wintering waders and wildfowl at Hill Head and Meon Shore 
before moving onto the agricultural land at Brownwich. If there has been 
recent rain the paths will be muddy. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 6

th
 January ï Durley 

Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226 or 07747 151160)   
10.30am until 1.30pm (3İ miles) 
Park by Durley school (SU511166 ï OS Landranger 185) for this walk around 
the local wood and village looking for winter migrants and resident birds. Very 
muddy after rain so wellington boots are advised. 
Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 7

th
 January ï Winter Birds at Farlington Marshes. 

Leader Kev Stouse (07510 600808)     
9.30am until 1.30pm (3 miles) 
Meet in the Broadmarsh car park (SU699055) for this walk around the 
marshes in search of winter birds. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category A. 
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Saturday 28
th
 January ï Poole Harbour 

Leader Julian Moseley (0230 779850)                  10.30am until 3.30pm  
Meet at the Sandbanks chain ferry for about 10.30am, parking is usually 
possible somewhere in Panorama Road (SZ037871), foot passenger ticket 
to the other side and we will then walk to Littlesea (fresh water lake) and 
on to the hide for lunch (inside dependent on weather). After lunch  
crossing to the northern shore should produce lots of winter duck and  
wildfowl with the possibility of one of the bigger egrets. Rounding the litto-
ral will bring us back to the ferry at approx. 4pm. 
Walk category C. 
 
Sunday 4

th
 February ï Avington Park 

Leader John Clark (02380 618604)                   10.00am until 1.00pm  
Meet in the car park at the back of Avington House (SU528320) looking for 
birds of the area and those on the lakes. Bring coffee/lunch if desired. 
Walk category A. 
 
Saturday 10

th
 February ï Lepe 

Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)       9.00am until 1.00pm (4 miles) 
Meet in the main car park SU455985 on the sea front (N.B. charges apply) 
for this walk through farm and woodland habitat. We will also take time to 
sea watch. There are toilets in the car park. 
Walk category A. 
 
Sunday 18

th
 February ï Buriton for Farmland birds. 

Leader Kev Stouse (07510 600808)     
9.00am until 3.00pm (6 miles) 
Meet at Buriton village pond car park near the church (SU740200) for this 
circular walk along footpaths to Petersfield heath and back in search of 
winter farmland birds. It will be muddy after recent rain. There will be two 
stops on this walk. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 24

th
 February - Fieldworkers Conference 

Leader Keith Betton. See page 6 in this issue of Kingfisher for full details. 
 
Saturday 10th March ï "Birding Basics" Raptor Workshop  
Leader Andy Page.  
See page 10 in Kingfisher for full details. 
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     Picture credits on Page 51 

óI look down on himô 
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Testwood, Nursling and Lower Test:  

24th June 2017 
 

There was the occasional shower to dodge but otherwise this was a most 
pleasing walk on a pleasantly warm high summer morning and early  
afternoon. The original plan was to walk down through Test Wood Park to 
Lower Test Nature Reserve, look at the hides and cross the valley  to the 
Nursling and back along Mill Lane. However muggins forgot to check the 
tide and it was high tide when we tried cross Lower Testðthe water over 
the board walk was too deep for those without wellingtons and nobody  
fancied having wet feet for the rest of the day so we returned to the cars 
via a similar route. 
 
41 species of birds seen by the 9 observers, a high count for ódullô  
mid-summer. The highlight was the pair of long-staying Goosanders on the 
River Test between the mill and the reserve. Sedge Warbler, Cettiôs  
Warbler and Reed Bunting were all singing on the reserve. A Whitethroat 
was doing likewise at Testwood Park, a Kingfisher seen on a small stream 
south of Testwood Lakes. No rarities today. 
 
There were plenty of distractions among the wealth of insect life. Six     
species of butterflies were seen, the highlight was perhaps a Marbled 
White at Brunel Road and the large numbers of Small Skippers at       
Testwood Park. Lots of damselflies seen in places, especially the delightful 
Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens. Invertebrates at Testwood Park 
also included both adult and larvae of Cinnabar Moth, the ubiquitous Red 
Soldier Beetle Rhagonycha fulva starting to make an appearance and a 
wonderful flower spider Misumena vatia, that was closely examined. 
 
The meadow east of Little Testwood Lake 
was also full of insects including the likes  
of Harlequin Longhorn Beetle Rutpela  
maculata and Swollen-thighed Beetle  
Oedemera nobilis. 
 

Phil Budd 
 
 

Reports of previous HOS walks 

Red Soldier Beetles Rhagonycha fulva 
Yew Hill, Winchester  
14.7.2017 Daphne Woods 
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Twyford, Owselbury & Hensting:  
27th August 2017 

 
This was a follow up to my previous walk in the same area on 5th March. 
This time I followed the same route, but in reverse, i.e. anticlockwise. It was 
a fine, but rather hot day, for the 8 attendees and we were sagging a bit in 
the afternoon. 
 
We started at Hunterôs Park car park and made our way up the hill to 
Gabrielôs Copse and then back down again to Hensting Lane. As we passed 
Hensting Barn the proud owner invited us in to the cool interior and informed 
us that the barn was built in 1651 and was the second largest of its type in 
Hampshire, after the even bigger one near Titchfield Abbey. We then made 
our way along Water Lane to our pleasant lunch stop in Owselbury village, 
then came the trudge back over the fields to Mare Lane and then along the 
Monarch way and a view of a festival taking place on the hill NE of Twyford 
village. 
 
29 bird species were recorded, not bad for a hot late summer day at an 
inland Hampshire location. The main highlight was the number of migrant 
Spotted Flycatchers that were seen, four in all. Two of these were at Water 
Lane and the other two, in the company of a female Whitethroat, near to 
Twyford Waterworks. The number of House Martins at Owselbury village 
was very encouraging. A Tawny Owl was disturbed at Water Lane but not 
seen by everybody. At least 3 Buzzards were seen over ahead and a Red 
Kite seen over Owselbury village at lunchtime.  
 
The weather was very sunny and not surprisingly, therefore, as many as 8 
species of butterfly were seen. The highlight was a Clouded Yellow seen 
briefly by me on the high ground north of Hensting Lane. The other species 
were Speckled Wood, Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Red Admiral, Small 
White, Large White,  and Brimstone. In the same area as the Clouded Yellow 
sighting two Migrant Hawker Aeshna mixta dragonflies seen patrolling along 
a hedgerow.  
 

Phil Budd 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Kite Quidhampton 
15.8.17 Dave Levy 
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                      Picture Gallery: Bird pairings  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Picture credits on page 51 
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     Compromise Birding in Southern Poland  
                    ï July/August 2017 
  
A contributor to the Autumn magazine mentioned the compromise of 
birding on a family holiday.  And this was absolutely the case on our 
family holiday to the south of Poland in July/August with our 13 year 
old son and 14 year old daughter.  They know their birds quite well but 
holidays are for sightseeing and swimming pools, not chasing around 
looking for birds, right?  So, would we find any birds whilst sightseeing 
or enjoying our villaôs pool surrounded by trees?  Considering we are 
far from experts, we did quite well actually!  
  
One particular species was rather common in the grounds of our villa 
and being unfamiliar to us, took a little while to work out.  With a little 
help from the bird book and a bird song app, it would appear that we 
were surrounded by Spotted Flycatchers.  From our breakfast table, 
we spotted a little juvenile Robin, which seemed much more nervous 
than ours at home.  

  
Our local town, Siewierz, 
had a good number of ófunny
-lookingô Jackdaws keeping 
the central square tidy.  A 
quick look at Google  
suggested that they might 
be eastern race  
Jackdaws.  A visit to the 
tower of a castle gave us 
excellent views of  Kestrels, 
which appeared to be nest-
ing in the tower, so flew very 
close to us.  Driving on the 
main road, we spotted four 
White Storks in the fields 
alongside and then  
occasional single ones.   
  
Searches on the internet 
suggested that birding is not 
the popular hobby it is here 
and it was hard to find       
anywhere relatively nearby 
that we could   actually go in 

search of birds (the compromise includes a little bit of real birding 
surely?). However, we did find the 700 year old Zator fish ponds, close 
to Auschwitz (which we had tickets for later in the day).   
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The ponds were created by monks in the Middle Ages and are now 
an important wetland for birds.  There didnôt appear to be any hides 
or any car parking, so we just stopped, blocking a single track road 
and either got out or used the car as a hide. This worked well until a 
DPD courier van appeared out of nowhere in a completed  deserted 
part of Southern Poland!  Despite this, we found half a dozen Great 
White Egrets, a Grey Heron, Common Tern, Coots with young, 
Swans and cygnetsé  We also saw several what we thought were 
Marsh Harriers, particularly thrilling when they executed a food pass 
right in front of us.  Moving on to Auschwitz/Birkenau, the 3.5 hour 
tour was thoroughly absorbing, a solemn and disturbing reminder of 
the events of the past.  Though amongst the buildings of Auschwitz 
and huts of Birkenau were redstarts and pied wagtails to distract us.   
  
A moment of excitement occurred in the early hours of our last 
day.  We woke to an almighty clatter on our balcony and my         
husband peered out to see the outline of a rather large and very   
disgruntled owl!  Wondering how on earth he was going to rescue it, 
he stumbled to switch the lights on...and that was enough to help the 
owl escape thank goodness, so we never did find out what species it 
was.  
 
It was rather hot during our weekôs stay (mostly 30 degrees plus), which 
kept the birds quiet but we still saw many of the more common birds in 
addition to those mentioned above.  We eventually found more than 30 
species, but with only one Blackbird and one Robin seen all week and 
only one Blue Tit heard, it reminded us to appreciate our own garden   
visitors a little more on our return home.  
 

Graeme & Karen Urquhart 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Hillierôs Arboretum 
17.7.2017 
Dave Levy 


