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  KINGFISHER 
  

Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
  

The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers 
 

Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.    

Additional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  
You can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in 

all four issues with or without photos/artwork. 
 

The rates are Ã90 full page, Ã50 half page, Ã35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 
also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 

up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 
 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

ñWEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.ò 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing ï Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.   
  

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates ï telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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                                        EDITORIAL    
 
Thank you for all of the contributions to the this current issue of  
Kingfisher. This will be my penultimate issue as editor as Rob      
Sawyer has kindly offered to take over as Kingfisher editor. 
 
I am very pleased with the number of articles this time. So many,  
in fact, that I was not able to include so many pictures this time. I 
have keep two articles for the next issue because I was unable to fit 
them in. One of these is a review of the wildlife trust reserves in 
Hampshire that are used by Hampshire birders, an article that will be 
worth looking forward too. 
 
Please read pages 6 to 9 as there many important notices etc., in 
this section of Kingfisher. Please also find the leaflet on the        
Memberôs Day included with this issue of Kingfisher. 
 
Phil Budd  
 

                              Book Review:  
 
            One manôs marshes by Ed Wiseman  
 
I have recently received a copy of Ed Wisemanôs new book: ñOne manôs 
marshes ï the birds of Lymington and Keyhavenò. This is an absolutely   
superb publication, with fascinating sections on the history of people of the 
area going back to Colonel Hawkerôs hunting days in the 19

th
 century, the 

development and decline of the salt extraction industry which helped shape 
the area we know today, a description of the habitats and their subsequent 
development as a nature reserve, an account of bird recording in the area 
from the 1950s to the present day, and of course a detailed systematic list 
of all the species recorded. The book, which has been designed and       
published by Dan and Rosemary Powell, features plenty of their excellent 
full colour artwork and a selection of photographs including several aerial 
views of the area. This is an essential purchase for anyone with an interest 
in the area or indeed the wildlife of The Solent and Hampshire. It can be 
obtained on line from http://www.powellwildlifeart.com/ at Ã14.99. 
 
A full review will follow in the next edition of Kingfisher. 
 

John Clark 

http://www.powellwildlifeart.com/
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                           Notices 
 
Sat 24 February - HOS Fieldworkers Meeting 

A chance to hear about many of the bird surveys being carried out 
around Hampshire, with the opportunity to sign up for some if you are 
interested. 1000-1700 hrs, Memorial Hall, The Hall Way, Littleton, near 
Winchester SO22 6QL. Free to all. 

Sat 24 March - HOS Open Day (full detailsðsee insert) 

Our main annual meeting with talks by Chris Hewson on Cuckoos, 
Charlie Burrell on the Knepp Estate, and Ian Newton on Bird Migration. 
Chris Packham will chair the day if his BBC schedule allows it:        
1200-1715 hrs, St Swithun's School, Alresford Rd, Winchester SO21 
1HA (new venue with lots of parking!). Free to HOS members, Ã5 to 
non-members. See you there! 

Keith Betton 
 
Hampshire Swift Day 2018 

Following the success of the Portsmouth Swift Day in 2017,         
Hampshire Swifts is organising a Swift Day on the 30th June 2018,     
to be held at Crosfield Hall in Romsey. 

The event is generously sponsored by Hampshire Ornithological       
Society and there will be an interesting mix of exhibitors, Swift box 
building, videos and childrenôs activities. We also hope to organise 
Swift walks in the evening. 

In parallel there will be a good selection of speakers including Edward 
Mayer of Swift Conservation. Doors will open at 11am and the talks     
will start at approximately 2pm. 

Further details will be provided in due course on: www.hampshireswifts.co.uk.  

For information on opportunities for exhibitors at the event please contact Andy 
Broadhurst, andy@tali.me.uk or Tim Norriss, tim@kitsmail.com 

Thanks, Andy Broadhurst 

http://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/
mailto:andy@tali.me.uk
mailto:tim@kitsmail.com
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                      Young Birders Camp 2018 
 
HOS together with the Cameron Bespolka Trust (with input from WNF) are     
delighted to announce the first Young Birders Camp to be held at the CET   
Beaulieu over the weekend of 1st to 3rd June 2018. This is generously funded 
by the Cameron Bespolka trust. 

The event is aimed at young birders aged between 13 and 17 years of age and 
aims to provide an opportunity to take part in and experience a range of field 
based activities. From field survey techniques through to nest finding, Hawfinch 
and Nightjar ringing, wader and raptor identification, camera trapping and much 
more, with like-minded individuals in a relaxed and informal atmosphere. 

We will also have presentations covering a range of subjects focusing on how a 
passion for wildlife can be turned into a career. 

Above all it will be a great fun weekend where most of the classic New Forest 
species should be seen. Full details can be found on the Cameron Bespolka 
Trust website at: www.cameronbespolka.com 

Included for the weekend: meals, accommodation and transportation during the 
weekend.  We do ask for a nominal contribution of Ã25 per person.  Youôll need 
to arrange your own travel to and from the Countryside Education Trust, Palace 
Lane, Beaulieu, Brockenhurst, Hampshire SO42 7YG.  Places are limited to 15 
and these will be awarded to people demonstrating a keen interest in, and    
commitment  to, nature conservation or ornithology.  

Initially we will be advertising in Hampshire but the offer will be rolled out to a 
wider audience in the New Year so please get   your applications in ASAP. 

Marcus Ward  
 

Request for Great Bustard sightingsé.. 
 
I have been asked by Bob Baker, a friend who doesnôt use social media, to pass 
on a message to Hampshire birders. Bob is a long-standing member of the 
Great Bustard Group. He has asked for any Great Bustard sightings to be     
notified to him stating date, time and location. Also, any ring details noted would 
be very helpful. You can contact Bob at timsburyuk2@gmail.com 

Thank you,  

Tony Wright  

http://www.cameronbespolka.com/
mailto:timsburyuk2@gmail.com
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                                HOS Grants 
  
For the last two years HOS has been using some of its financial reserves to support 
conservation and research projects, and it is anticipated that approximately Ã6,000 will 
be made available annually for this purpose for each of the next four years. 
 
In 2015 we funded seven new rafts at Blashford Lakes for Common Terns and then in 
2016 we helped the RSPB with the cost of a raft at West Hayling Local Nature         
Reserve. An impressive 47 Common Tern clutches produced 44 fledglings ï a great 
result! We also helped to fund the ongoing Brent Goose and Wader surveys being 
undertaken by Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust. We are also funding the fitting 
of a satellite tracker to a Hampshire Cuckoo ñSelborneò who is sending us regular   
signals from Gabon this winter. 
 
In 2017 we decided to increase the funding to Ã9000 because of the high quality of the 
applications received. The successful projects were: 
 
Hampshire Swifts - Ã1900 awarded 
The money will be used towards the creation of a large swift tower at the Oates       
Museum in Selborne, the installation of six swift boxes on Selborne Church, and a   
contribution towards the costs of the 2018 Swift Day event. 
 
HIWWT - Solent Waders and Brent Goose Strategy - Ã1500 awarded 
This important work continues with survey teams monitoring movements along the 
Hampshire coast and identifying key areas for the birds at both high and low tides. 
With housing development proposals all along our coast it has never been more      
important to understand which areas are priorities for our geese and waders. 
 
BTO - Tracking New Forest Wood Warbler migration - Ã2405 awarded 
Wood Warblers are declining in most parts of their UK breeding range. This project will 
involve attaching geolocators to the birds that breed in the New Forest. Although these 
tiny trackers are only accurate to 100km they are ideal for use with long-distance     
migrants and will help us to understand where our birds are wintering and what       
migration routes they take. The study will run alongside similar projects elsewhere in 
the UK. 
 
New Forest and Solent Curlew Project - Ã3200 awarded 
Curlews are a rapidly declining breeding species in the New Forest and collection of 
data about them is considered very important. There were 40 breeding pairs in the 
area in 2017 compared with 70 in the late 1980s. The money will be used to attach 
highly accurate satellite tags to four birds to see where they travel to, within the New 
Forest and elsewhere.  

 
HOS would like to invite individuals or organisations to apply for full or partial funding 
for projects that will research or conserve birds and/or their habitats in Hampshire. 
  
Applications for grants of Ã250 or less can be made at any time of year but requests 
for amounts over Ã250 will be considered annually in the autumn. The Application 
Form can be downloaded from the HOS website along with Guidance Notes  
Progress reports on these projects will be published in the Hampshire Bird Report in 

due course.                                                                    

                                                                                                Keith Betton  
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                 HOS Dartford Warbler Survey 2018 
 
HOS is planning a Dartford Warbler Survey this year, and we are looking 
for volunteers to take part, particularly in the New Forest. 
 
The Dartford Warbler is an iconic heathland species largely restricted to the 
southern counties of England. The breeding population has varied, with       
repeated cold winters leading to near extinction in the 1960s, while recent 
milder winters have led to range expansion and a national population of above 
3,000 pairs. The population level has been monitored by the Rare Breeding 
Birds Panel since its establishment in 1972. In Hampshire, the main               
population centre is the New Forest, with a smaller population on the          
fragmented heathland of the north-east of the county, and a scatter of     
breeding records from coastal locations. Over the past sixty years, there has 
been a long history of Dartford Warbler study, with full county surveys in 1994 
and 2006. HOS aims to cover all known breeding sites in 2018, to establish 
the current status of this important species, and allow us to monitor current 
heathland management in its core breeding sites. 
 
While coverage in other parts of Hampshire has been good in recent years, 
there has been no full survey of the New Forest  since 2006. Dartford         
Warblers have been recorded in around 180 square kms of the New Forest 
heathland in the past two surveys, so we need to cover a substantial area, 
with around fifty volunteer surveyors required. We need volunteers who are 
prepared to cover a minimum of two adjoining 1 km. Squares., with a minimum 
of three visits, preferably in settled weather between May 1

st
 and June 30

th
 

with at least a week between visits. Singing males, birds carrying food and 
other Dartford contacts should be recorded on a map (which we will provide) 
after each visit allowing an assessment of the number of territories at the end 
of the survey period. You will need an OS map of your study area and a pair 
of  binoculars. More detail of survey techniques will be given nearer the start 
of survey-work. 
 
If you wish to be involved, please let us know, indicating your preferred part of 
the New Forest (areas well-known to you, or convenient for travel) 
 
Please contact Rob Clements e-mail: 
richard.clements3@virgin.net    
Tel: 01590 718996         
 
 

Dartford  
Warbler  
Keyhaven 
31.10.17  
Mike Duffy 

mailto:richard.clements3@virgin.net
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  Scilly Pelagic Trips: August 4
th
 to 7

th
 2017 inclusive 

 

I used to be an avid pelagic sea birder entailing regular trips to Cape Clear  
Island, County Cork, Ireland, during the seventies to mid-eighties. With this 
branch of birding neglected in recent years, I decided to rekindle my interest.  
A decision had to be made! Shall I visit a remote headland in Cornwall or SW 
Ireland? Too much of a wuss these days, so I opted for the easier option of  
trying to book a Scillies pelagic on the óMV Sapphireô out of St Maryôs. I was 
fortunate to get bookings for evening pelagics on the 4

th
 & 7

th
 August plus  

longer day pelagics on the 5
th
 & 6

th
. With my Scillies accommodation booked, I 

eagerly looked forward to this August. 
 
With reports coming daily during July and the first few days of August of  
unprecedented numbers of seabirds being recorded off the SW coast of  
Cornwall and Scilly plus SW Ireland, my expectations were high. During the 
crossing over to Scilly on Thursday 3

rd
 August, I witnessed a massive feeding 

frenzy from the óMV Scillonian IIIô about a half a mile north of me, between the 
Wolf Rock Lighthouse and the Isles of Scilly. Thousands of Manx, good  
numbers of large shearwater (2 Coryôs identified), óSootiesô etc. Unfortunately, I 
couldnôt appreciate this spectacle fully as the voyage was rough and I was  
suffering a severe bout of sea sickness. That evening the fortunate birders on 
the evening pelagic witnessed the biggest feeding frenzy to date with 750+ 
Great, 300 Coryôs, large numbers of óSootiesô plus thousands of Manx  
Shearwaters. A double figure count of Wilsonôs Petrels was also noted. 
 
The Friday evening pelagic left at 17:00 in sunny conditions but with a heavy 
swell. We were out for five hours, heading on a bearing of 205Á

 
for five miles. 

There is a technique to attracting sea birds close to the boat. On leaving  
harbour, as we steamed between the islands, bread and mealworms are thrown 
over the stern. This has the effect of attracting gulls. As they follow, the intention 
is to try to encourage other sea birds to investigate the melee. It didnôt take long 
for Herring and Lesser Black Backed Gulls to take advantage. It was good to 
see a Mediterranean Gull follow for a while. Further out, Fulmars and Kittiwakes 
joined the throng. When Bob 
Flood, organiser, and Joe 
Pender, skipper, thought that 
they were in a good area, the 
boats engines were turned off. 
We drifted for a couple of 
hours and over the side was 
thrown órubby-dubbyô and 
óchumô, fish offal and oil,  
respectively. The pungent 
smell has the effect of luring in 
petrels and shearwaters.  
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By recent pelagic standards, 
the evening was quiet. We 
noted 3 Great and a single 
Coryôs Shearwater. An        
unprecedented flock of 200+ 
Arctic Terns flew past us, a 
couple of Bonxies and a  
Balearic Shearwater flew past 
close to us. Things were  
looking good. As I was  
becoming more sea sick due 
to the heavy swell and smell 
of the chum, Storm Petrels  

started appearing, 20+ noted in two hours. Not long after we became  
ecstatic. Our first Wilsonôs Petrel appeared at 19:50. A little distant feeding   
at the edge of the chum after a second bird appeared at 20:05 joining the  
original bird. Some birders picked up a third but I didnôt get onto it due to the 
swell and bad sea sickness. All of us were satisfied. Quarry nailed. Back to 
St Maryôs. 
 
I was extremely excited about the Saturday sailing, seven hours at sea. We 
departed at 11:00 with a return at 18;00 hours, again a heavy swell but  
sunny conditions and 18ÁC. Today we steamed 15 miles out to the Seven 
Stones Reef area. Each pelagic was different; species; number; views we 
obtained etc. Another quiet pelagic by recent standards. Far fewer Manx 
Shearwaters, two Great Shearwaters but no Coryôs or óSootiesô today. Three 
Bonxies flew by. We were accompanied by several Common Dolphins riding 
bow pressure wave, a beautiful sight. The usual couple of hours drifting with 
chum, lured in Storm Petrel in good numbers today, they were feeding very 
close to the boat giving excellent photo opportunities in the brilliant light  
conditions. At 13:55, a shout of ñWilsonôs off the sternò. Today we were given 
a real treat with the Wilsonôs feeding close to us. The yellow webbing and 
distinctive pale  
ulnar bar were very 
obvious. Elation 
amongst us all. It fed 
with óStormiesô for quite 
some time enabling us 
to note its different 
flight and feeding  
behaviour. It was also 
a little larger than its 
companions. Fantastic, 
what a day! An         
uneventful steam back 
to St Maryôs followed. 
 




