Bird Camp 2018

Weekend of June 1st/3rd saw the inaugural New Forest wildlife camp, which was a joint venture
between the Cameron Bespolka Trust, Hampshire Ornithological Society and Wild New Forest. A
total of 12 youngsters attended the camp arriving on Friday and staying at the CET, Beaulieu through
to Sunday afternoon.

Everyone had a fantastic weekend which included seeing Hawfinch and Nightjar in the hand,
Goshawk pulli ringing, finding Willow Warbler and Redstart nests, watching Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker feeding young at the nest, good views of Honey Buzzard, Hobby, Woodlark, Raven,
Woodcock, and some very cute Redshank chicks plus various New Forest specialties along with a
range of activities including moth trapping and a little bird ringing. There were some great inspiring
talks from a broad section of professional conservationists and birders all of whom freely gave their
time and advice to the youngsters.

We are lucky in this part of country to have so many experts willing to give their time to support and
encourage the next generation. None of this would have happened without the help of (in no
particular order) Corinne Bespolka Russell Wynn, Nigel Jones, Andrew Colenutt, Tony Davis, Keith
Betton, Andy Page, Julianne Evans, Martin Rowe, Yvonne Rowe, Graham Giddens, Christine Spamz &
Zoe Ward. Above all many thanks to the Cameron Bespolka Trust for sponsoring the event. We plan
to repeat the event next year so watch this space for further details.....

Photos below courtesy of Russell Wynn.













