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Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
  

The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers 
 

Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.    

Additional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  
You can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in 

all four issues with or without photos/artwork. 
 

The rates are Ã90 full page, Ã50 half page, Ã35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 
also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 

up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 
 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

ñWEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.ò 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing ï Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.   
  

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates ï telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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                                        EDITORIAL  
 
Itôs that time again, editorial time that is. Forget what I said last time, that 
wasnôt my penultimate issue as Kingfisher editor and Iôm not sure that this 
will be. I am continuing for now and possibly carrying on until my original 
deadline of the 2019 Open Day. After that I really feel that I have done my 
bit and would like to hand over to someone else. We did have a volunteer 
lined up to take over the Kingfisher editor role this year but unfortunately 
things didnôt work out. 
 
I think there are almost 2000 individual members of HOS and plenty of  
others who have access to Kingfisher. Surely somebody else is tempted to 
try their hand at this most interesting role. I found that preparing Kingfisher 
is a far less time consuming activity than I had expected once I got into the 
swing of things, this is really good news as most of us live very busy lives.  
I think that the role would particularly suit a couple who could work on it  
together and such an arrangement would undoubtedly work out well,  
however, I have had few problems as single editor. If anyone would like to 
have a chat regarding the Kingfisher Editor role and what it involves I am 
happy to speak to them in confidence. 
 
One more thing, I received a record 500 usable pictures for possible use in  
Kingfisher in January to March 2018. Whereas I am extremely grateful for 
these, only a very small percentage of these can be used in Kingfisher and 
it is difficult to guarantee that every photographer will have a picture  
published. If anyone is disappointed about their pictures not being used I 
can consider them for inclusion in the next issue.  

 
Errata & Omissions 
 
Apologies for the error in the final paragraph on page 38 of the last issue of  
Kingfisher: No. 158 Spring 2018. The next Spring Bird Trail will take place 
on Sunday 28th April 2019; 29th April 2019 is a Monday. Thank you to 
those members that pointed out this mistake. 
 
Also apologies for the mix-up with the reports of previous field meetings on 
page 29 No 158 Spring 2018, Julian Moseleyôs account refers to the walk at 
Ashley Walk, New Forest on Sunday 8th October 2017 and not Portland Bill 
on 1st April 2017! 
 
Omission ï on No 157 Page 28 ï the picture of the Ruff taken at Farlington 
Marshes on 3.9.17 was uncredited, it was in fact taken by Sue Lambert. 
 
Phil. 



6 

                         Book Review 
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                     One manôs marshes:  
     the birds of Lymington and Keyhaven by Ed Wiseman 
 
Obtainable on line from http://www.powellwildlifeart.com/ , or from  
St Barbe Museum and Art Gallery, New Street, Lymington and  
Titchfield Haven Bookshop. Ã14.99. 
 
The Keyhaven area holds nationally important breeding concentrations 
of Black-headed and Mediterranean Gulls and three species of terns.  
It is also well known among Hampshire birders and those from further 
afield for a substantial list of vagrants. The rarest of these was the  
second Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus of the race mongolus 
for the UK in July 2003. The list also includes at least 21 firsts for        
Hampshire including historic records of American Bittern, Collared    
Pratincole and Sabineôs Gull and more recently Blue-winged Teal, Surf 
Scoter, White-billed Diver, Coryôs and Balearic Shearwaters, seven    
species of wader, Sooty, Caspian and Whiskered Terns, Great Spotted 
Cuckoo, Shore Lark and Pallasôs Warbler.  
 
South-easterly winds in spring can produce excellent sea watching 
which often features a heavy passage of Pomarine Skuas, Bar-tailed 
Godwits and other species. All of this and more is covered in this new 
book by Ed Wiseman, who spent most of his working life as the resident 
warden of this reserve on The Solent.  
 
It is an absolutely superb publication, with fascinating sections on the 
history of local people going back to Colonel Hawkerôs hunting days in 
the 19

th
 century, the development and decline of the salt extraction  

industry which helped shape the present-day area, the history of Hurst 
Castle and Spit and its protection, a description of the habitats and their 
subsequent development as a nature reserve, an account of bird  
recording in the area since the 1950s, and of course a detailed  
systematic list of all the species recorded.  
 
The book features plenty of evocative full colour artwork by Dan and 
Rosemary Powell and a selection of photographs including several  
aerial views of the area. This is an essential purchase for anyone with 
an interest in the area or indeed the wildlife of The Solent and  
Hampshire.  
 

John Clark 

http://www.powellwildlifeart.com/


8 

        Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust  
         ï at the forefront of local bird conservation  
 
The Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust is the largest wildlife              
conservation organisation in the two counties. With 53 nature reserves and 
managing approximately 11,000 acres of land, the Trust is the largest  
manager of designated land (excluding the crown estate) and character areas. 
In the last 15 years the Trust has more than doubled the area it manages for 
wildlife and in 2017, four new nature reserves were secured.  Many identify 
most with our Otter and Water Vole conservation efforts but in fact the Trust, 
with the support of many committed and expert volunteers, manages some of 
the most important bird reserves in the county and has, for decades, been at 
the forefront of pioneering management techniques and monitoring for the 
benefit of target bird groups. This article begins in south Hampshire with a 
series of óin-focusô looks at some of the highlights and work from our many 
and varied reserves and projects.  
 

Blashford Lakes 
 
Well known to many birdwatchers and naturalists alike Blashford Lakes has 
been a Trust reserve for over 20 years. Due to innovative habitat creations 
and targeted management it has developed into an important, supporting 
component of the Avon Valley and for many coastal species.  
 
Hanson Concrete Block Plant restoration 
 
To the east of the main car park at Blashford Lakes there used to be a        
concrete block factory, this ceased operation some five years ago. It stood on 
an approximately 3ha site on the south-eastern shore of Ibsley Water. After 
the main demolition of redundant buildings was completed the Wildlife Trust 
took on the restoration of the habitat to something that might have wildlife   
value. Such a large area of open ground beside the lake clearly had potential 
for breeding waders. The very poor nature of the soil and huge amounts of 
fine rubble remaining impeded surface drainage but actually offered an       
opportunity. The restoration plan was aimed at creating bare or sparsely     
vegetated areas with shallow pools to provide nesting habitat for waders and 
feeding areas for wader chicks as the pools dried out. The whole area being 
almost square and very open also allowed good sightlines for observing    
predators. The boundary has been redesigned to provide a dense scrub     
barrier as both nesting habitat for small birds and divert any wandering       
humans away from the nesting area. 
 
In 2017, this area held 15 pairs of Lapwing, with 2 more on the margin and 2 
pairs of Little Ringed Plover with another on the margin, one of the highest    
densities of nesting lapwing anywhere in the county. It may have been the 
most ñBrownfieldò of sites, but working with the positive attributes it offered 
has given a significant win for a fast declining species. 
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Tern rafts 
 
Rafts for Common Terns have been used with success at Blashford Lakes for 
over ten years and a grant from HOS allowed for their complete replacement 
in 2017. The colony has grown from 10 pairs in 2012 to 39 in 2017. In contrast 
to coastal colonies which have mostly seen declines. More significantly the raft 
nesting birds at Blashford have shown consistently high productivity,        
sometimes fledging over two chicks per pair. Although the colony has grown   
it has been at a far slower rate than would be expected, so many of the chicks 
must go and nest elsewhere. It seems probable that some of them move to 
our coastal colonies, highlighting that we should be looking at tern                   
conservation in the round, it is not just a coastal issue.  
 
The success of well placed rafts in both attracting nesting pairs and the high 
productivity that results suggests that finding new sites for such colonies may 
offer the best chance for the future for common terns in the county. 
 

Fishlake Meadows 
 
This newly acquired HIWWT reserve on the edge of Romsey is well known to 
many Hampshire birdwatchers, but less than 20 years ago would have been 
unrecognisable. Few places are allowed to revert to nature through            
abandonment and develop in the way Fishlake Meadows has. It is now      
arguably one of the best inland, freshwater sites for wildlife in Hampshire.   
Securing it as a nature reserve was a result of long and detailed negotiations 
with a developer and Test Valley Borough Council and now sets a new    
benchmark for effective ónet-gainô through the planning system. Fishlake    
Meadows comprises 60 hectares of former farmland within the Test Valley 
floodplain, previously kept dry through the use of pumps. With the building of 

the Fishlake housing estate 
in the early 90s the site   
became increasingly     
flooded, unintentionally   
developing into a fabulous 
mosaic of wetland, reed 
swamp, floodplain  
grassland and probably the 
best glimpse of true  flood-
plain habitats that would 
have once interspersed the 
floodplain over  2000 years 
ago. 
 

Osprey  
Fishlake Meadows 
18.9.18 David Knight 
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Many elements of such habitats are stages in succession and after a  
couple of decades some areas are starting to be dominated by increasingly tall      
willows and large bramble clumps. By securing the land as a nature reserve it is 
now possible to put some management in place to maintain and enhance these 
habitats. Quiet recreation and enjoyment is central to plans in  development but 
will ensure that the variety of habitats that have become a haven for resting, 
roosting and nesting birds will not be hindered. The site  already boasts an    
impressive bird list, with rarities and notables galore. In 2017, the regular       
Osprey activity was a feature but with Black Tern, Little Gull, Bearded Tit and    
Red-footed Falcon welcome additions. The site has huge potential for many 
fabulous bird species, particularly with the inclusion of disturbance free areas. 
In many ways Fishlake is Hampshireôs own miniature ñAvalon Marshò. 
 

Farlington Marshes 
 
Farlington Marshes was the Wildlife Trustôs first nature reserve and is  
undoubtedly one of the best known. The reserve supports an abundance of 
over-wintering waders, ducks and geese and is also one of the more regular 
haunts for Short-eared Owls when they are present in the county during the  
winter.  In the summer the reserve is a local stronghold for breeding Skylarks 
and Meadow Pipits on the grazing marsh and Bearded Tits in the reed bed.  
The marsh also supports a good breeding population of Lapwing and a few  
Redshanks.  
 
In 2017 we carried out a breeding census of Lapwings and  Redshank,  
confirming a minimum of 15 pairs of lapwing and five pairs of redshank. It was 
during these surveys that we recorded four pairs of Avocet breeding on the 
marsh, which was the first ever record of this species breeding there; at least 
four chicks successfully fledged. Following a poor breeding season in 2016, 
Bearded Tits also bounced back and 2017 proved to be a productive breeding 
season for them. Ringing studies recorded 23 males and 14 females during the 
breeding season with 37 juveniles ringed. The first juveniles of the year were 
some recently fledged birds ringed on the 16

th
 April; in previous years juvenile 

birds have not been ringed until June. 
 

Testwood Lakes 
 
Testwood Lakes is one of the Trustôs three education centres, the others being 
at Blashford Lakes and Swanwick Lakes. Similar to the other sites it has been 
created through the Trustôs long-term involvement in the planning system and 
pursuing a bold vision for landscape restoration following the succession of 
large-scale aggregate extraction. Part of the site comprises multiuse areas, 
benefitting other public, recreational interests. Managing recreation and public 
access is a significant challenge but the Trust has been able to carefully zone 
access so that the site punches well above its weight for wildlife. 
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The reserve comprises a network of lakes, species-rich meadows and   
woodlands. The creation of the óscrapesô was one of the first such in     
Hampshire, adapting examples observed in the continent and providing    
suitable habitat for breeding waders. These have seen Lapwing,              
Oystercatchers and Little Ringed Plover successfully fledge young. The 
Sand Martin bank is one of two located on our reserves and has been       
occupied since 2005 and regularly averages  between 60 and 100 occupied 
nesting chambers. With the cessation of active sand extraction sites in the 
county this artificial bank probably supports the  largest remaining colony. 
 
In 2016/17 Staff and volunteers removed large amounts of self-seeded     
willow, which has enabled the creation establishment of approximately 1500 
square metres of reed bed around the margins of Meadow Lake. A new fish 
nursery is now present improving overall fish productivity within the lake, 
while over ten pairs of Reed Warbler were quick to utilise the new nesting 
habitat. More impressively though this has proven popular with visiting     
herons and egrets and 2017 saw a county record count of 11 Great White 
Egrets on the reserve. The reed bed has also proven popular for              
over-wintering Bitterns and although not always the easiest or closest to    
see in the county, with patience good views can be achieved as they      
clamber through the reed bed or along the waterôs edge.  
 
With a busy motorway in the background this might be seen as a              

contradiction to the quiet tranquillity and refuge that nature reserves provide, 

but it provides a bold example of what is achievable  through careful design 

and management. 

Bob Chapman, Trevor Codlin and  Martin De Reteurto 

 

 Little Ringed Plovers Blashford Lakes 13.5.17 John Wichall 
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  Up close and personal with the Stone-curlew 
 
We are so lucky to have Stone-curlews in Hampshire, although they are so 
secretive that many of us rarely see one. These are migrants to this     
country from southern Spain and North Africa. They are found right across 
the Palearctic to north-west India, and choose to live on open steppes with 
stony ground and sparse vegetation. Across their range they can be found 
up to 1000 metres above sea level, but here in Hampshire they are found 
on sloping fields with stones ï and almost always out of sight of the public. 
 
The Stone-curlew was once widespread in the south and central United 
Kingdom from the counties of Dorset to Yorkshire. The population of 
around 1,000ï2,000 pairs in the 1930s was already much reduced from 
that which had existed in the 19th century, but a more rapid decline        
followed with numbers hitting an all-time low of fewer than 170 pairs in the 
1980s. This decline was largely due to the loss of suitable grassland       
habitat brought about by lack of grazing, both by sheep and rabbits, and 
the conversion of permanent pasture to arable farmland. As a result, the 
birds were forced to nest within sparsely-vegetated, spring-sown arable 
crops where the eggs and young were vulnerable to agricultural              
machinery. 
 
Since the 1980s work by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and 
others to protect the nests and young has led to a recent increase in      
numbers ï and that is where I became involved. I saw my first Stone-
curlew about 40 years ago. It was at long range through a telescope, and 
of course the bird skulked away from view as soon as it realised it was    
being watched. Over the next 30 years I never really enjoyed anything    
other than distant views of birds, mostly on private land that was           
completely inaccessible. 

Right: Very well 
camouflaged 
Stone-curlew 
nest! 
 
 
Clue: 
The eggs are 
near bottom just 
left of centre. 
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I knew the RSPB was doing a great job of advising farmers on the creation 
of plots for Stone-curlews. So, in 2010 I decided to volunteer to help with 
watching them. The benefit would be two-fold: I would be monitoring the 
birds and enabling them to have the best chance of success, and I would 
also be able to enjoy watching them at the same time. I eventually ended 
up coordinating several volunteers across ten farms.  
 
I share my Stone-curlew year with two colleagues, Barry Stalker and 
Shane King. The first birds are usually back at their breeding sites by      
mid-March and we are out and about trying to find them. They are often 
best detected at this time through their nocturnal calling.  
 
Most of the Hampshire population of around 30 pairs now breeds on      
specially-prepared plots created to provide safe areas away from            
agricultural operations. These have the additional benefit of minimising    
the impact of disturbance by the public, since very few are visible from 
public footpaths. These plots are managed by the farmers who are paid 
money by the Government to provide open stony ground for nesting plus 
buffer zones for chicks to hide in. Areas with trees and bushes are avoided 
as they provide opportunities for Carrion Crows and Buzzards to predate 
the nests.  
 
In April and May we locate nests and then alert the farmers to the birdsô 
presence so that farming operations in those areas are carried out with 
extra care. These measures have allowed numbers to increase but without 
this level of intervention it has been estimated that the population would 
decline by about four per cent per year. 
 
It is often quite a challenge to establish whether birds are breeding as they 
may travel up to three kilometres to feed and, to complicate matters, there 
are non-breeders that move between sites. A productivity of 0Ŀ61 chicks 
per breeding pair was the target figure set by Rhys Green of the RSPB to 
achieve a stable population. In some recent years we have managed to 
achieve that although they are so secretive that their chicks are often hard 
to locate to prove fledging. 
 
To understand whether the young survive and fledge I mark the chicks 
using a combination of plastic colour rings. I feel very privileged to be     
allowed to do that as this is still one of Britainôs rarest and most threatened 
breeding birds, and most people only get to see them at long range 
through a telescope. In fact, my BTO licence only allows me to ring     
Stone-curlews, so I canôt even ring a Blue Tit! 
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 While Stone-curlews continue to nest on working farmland the only way the 
population can be maintained is through proactive liaison with farmers. A sign 
of the success of 30 years of effort is that in 2009 the species was  
downgraded from Red to Amber in the list of Birds of Conservation Concern. 
Unless suitable areas of down land can be recreated and protected, such               
conservation action needs to be maintained at the current level. Currently the 
RSPB is working with over 200 farmers to make sure that the UK population 
of around 350 pairs is maintained and increased. 
 
So, I have gone from watching this remarkable bird through a telescope at 
long range to holding it in my hand and getting up close and personal - which 
is an amazing feeling. But an equally amazing feeling comes from knowing 
that I and my colleagues are helping to save a species that would be crushed 
under the wheels of tractors if we were not involved. 
 

Keith Betton 

 
            

Pictures with this  
article all by Keith  
Betton except for the 
adult at nest (below) 
taken by Chris 
Gomersall  
rspb-images.com 
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Birds that I have sighted at Anton Lakes, Andover  
                       since 1

st
 January 2014 

 
Editorôs Note: A HOS member has kindly compiled a list of birds seen 
at his favourite local patch over a four year period: 
 
Blackbird, Blackcap, Brambling, Collared Dove, Common Sandpiper, Coot,  
 
Duck -  Gadwall, Goosander, Mallard, Pochard, Shelduck, Shoveler, Teal, 
Tufted Duck, Wigeon.,  
 
Cormorant, Crow, Cuckoo, Dunnock, Fieldfare, Goldcrest, Heron, House 
Sparrow,  
 
Finch -  Bullfinch, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Greenfinch,  
 
Goose - Canada, Greylag,  
 
Grebe -  Great Crested, Little (dabchick), 
 
Gull -  Black-headed, Great Black-backed, Herring, Lesser black Backed, 
 
House Martin, Jay, Kingfisher, Lapwing, Linnet, Little Egret, Magpie,          
Nuthatch, Moorhen, Pheasant, Treecreeper, 
 
Pigeon - Feral, Wood.,   
 
Raptors -   Buzzard, Kestrel, Peregrine, Red Kite, Sparrow Hawk, 
 
Mute Swan, Redpoll, Redwing, Reed Bunting, Robin, Rook, Sand Martin,  
Siskin, Snipe, Starling, Swallow,   
 
Thrush ï  Mistle, Song, 
 
Tit ï  Blue, Coal, Great, Long-tailed,   
 
Wagtail ï Grey, Pied, Yellow, 
 
Warbler ï Chiffchaff, Garden, Reed, Sedge, Willow, 
 
Woodpecker ï Green, Great-spotted,   
      
Water Rail, Wren, Yellowhammer.                              Total: 85 bird species 
 
Other visitors: Frogs, Fox, Grey Squirrel, Muntjac Deer, Otter (not seen since 
2014), Rat, Water Vole. 

       Brian Cartwright 
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                The Black Paradise Flycatcher 
 
I read with interest the note by Julie Moon on Black Parrots in the Seychelles 
in the latest Kingfisher magazine, which I received just before Christmas. 
  
Another critically endangered species in the Seychelles is the Black Paradise 
Flycatcher (Terpsiphone corvina). Locally known as the Veure, the male is a 
handsome bird with glossy black plumage with deep blue sheen and with long, 
elongated tail feathers. In contrast the female is reddish-brown with a black 
head and lacks the long tail feathers. The birds are only found on the small 
island of La Digue, although recently there has been a successful introduction 
programme on Dennis Island. 
  
Twenty years ago, just after my retirement as a Forest Pathologist for the  
Forestry Commission, together with my colleague David Wainhouse from the 
Alice Holt Forest Research Station, which is located just over the Surrey  
border in Hampshire, we visited the Seychelles to investigate the cause of a 
wilt disease that was killing Takamaka (Calophyllum inophyllum) trees on the 
main island of Mahe. Takamaka is a littoral species and in the Seychelles 
grows on the beaches along the coast but can also be present inland in  
woodland areas. The Takamaka disease was killing large numbers of trees on 
Mahe in the coastal regions and the local authorities were anxious to prevent 
its spread to any of the neighbouring islands, in particular to La Digue, where  
a small area of Takamaka woodland had been designated as the Veure       
Nature Reserve, which is the breeding site for the Black Paradise Flycatchers. 
During our visits we carried out surveys for the disease on La Digue and other 
islands, but no instances of the disease were discovered on any of the islands 
apart from the outbreak on Mahe. 
  
While on La Digue we were fortunate to have good views of both male and 
female Flycatchers on several occasions. To my knowledge the Takamaka wilt 
disease has not reached La Digue and the resident population numbers just 
under 300 birds. There are excellent short videos available on You 
Tube showing the flycatchers on and around their nests at La Digue. 
  
Incidentally, we were also lucky enough to see the Black Parrots on Praslin, 
during our visits to the Seychelles. 
  
Brian Greig 
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                              Garden Sparrowhawk 
  
I live in Woolton Hill, a mile or so from the Berkshire border, and the garden  
is largely woodland and not very well manicured (to put it kindly).  Jackdaws 
come and go here, and early in the morning of 20th February 2018 I heard a 
chorus of alarm calls. The Sparrowhawk was just outside the back door and 
could be photographed through the window without the slightest 
inconvenience or discomfort!  Much better than lugging a 600mm lens round 
Titchfield Haven..... 
 
I believe the Sparrowhawk may be a juvenile male, or possibly a juvenile 
female, and may have shown its inexperience in selecting such a substantial 
breakfast.  It appears to  visit occasionally and had a more successful outing 
on 31st December 2017 when it caught a Blackbird that sadly failed to make 
it into the New Year - as on 20th February the Sparrowhawk took its prey 
under a hedge very close to the house.  Adult birds (with slate colouring) may 
be around, but have not been spotted in recent years. When they did hunt 
here they appeared to have problems in adapting to a built-up environment, 
as one was killed and another stunned through hitting double-glazed 
windows.   
 
In north Hampshire the raptor we see every day is of course the Red 
Kite. Often seen in suburban Newbury, they circle above our house and I  
am just hoping that they will pluck up courage to nest here one day! 
 

Roger Sharpe 
 
Editorôs Note: Here and over page are Rogerôs pictures as evidence of 
the events described above: 
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                  Putting Birds on the Map 

If asked, most birders would probably name the Robin as the UKôs national 
bird and the Bald Eagle as the official avian icon of the USA. But how many 
would be able to name even a few of the many other national birds of the 
world?  
 
I have long been fascinated by mankindôs cultural links with birds and was 
very surprised to discover some years ago that there was no book that 
named and described the worldôs national birds. I felt such a title would be 
of considerable interest not only to birders globally but also to many other 
wildlife enthusiasts, conservationists and such like.  
 
I contacted fellow wildlife journalist and highly experienced author, Mike 
Unwin, and asked if he felt my idea had wings.  Without hesitation, he  
replied: ñDefinitely. I wish I had come up with that idea!ò  
 
Mike very kindly put me in touch with one of his contacts at Bloomsbury in 
London - arguably the worldôs leading natural history publisher - and I was 
invited to submit a detailed proposal. I still didnôt think my idea would be 
accepted, given the number and variety of book ideas submitted to 
Bloomsbury by well-established authors. Amazingly, my proposal cleared 
one hurdle after another and I was formally commissioned to write the 
book. I couldnôt believe it! I had written other publications over the years, 
but never one about birds - my real passion. 
 
I must admit I thought it would be relatively easy to ascertain which of the 
worldôs 200 or so countries/territories had an official or unofficial national 
bird, but nothing could have been further from the truth. Surely, I thought, 
much of the information - or at least the leads and contacts I needed - 
could be sourced via the internet. How wrong I was. I soon discovered that 
much of the information about national birds on the world wide web was 
partially or wholly erroneous. Whatôs more, most of the embassies and  
consulates I contacted in London either didnôt know whether their country 
had a national bird or werenôt the least bit interested. Only a handful were 
helpful.  
 
Looking back, had I realised how time-consuming and difficult the research 
would be, Iôm not sure whether I would have proceeded. But thatôs history.  
I spent two to three years gathering the facts and figures, writing the text 
and helping Bloomsbury to find suitable images with which to illustrate the 
copy. The resulting book, National Birds of the World, was published in the  
summer of 2014 and marked my retirement as a wildlife journalist and  
photographer. Given that I am 70 in June, itôs probably the only bird book  
I shall ever write, but one of which I am very proud. 
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Dipping into 224-page 
book the other day for 
this article, I realised I 
had forgotten many of 
the birds I had written 
about and relished  
reacquainting myself 
with the avian icons and 
how they came to be 
chosen. 
 
Of the worldôs roughly 
200 countries, half have 
a national bird of one 
sort or another, although 
many of them have  
never been officially 
adopted or endorsed by 
a government. Some 

birds have been chosen by conservation bodies and others because of 
public consultation exercises.  
 
The oldest national bird is the USAôs Bald Eagle, which was officially 
adopted by Congress in 1782 despite the best efforts of Benjamin Franklin 
to have this status conferred on the Wild Turkey! Franklin believed the 
Bald Eagle was a bird of ñbad moral characterò and that the Wild Turkey 
was ña much more respectableò species.  
 
At the time I wrote my book, the worldôs newest national birds were  
Scotlandôs Golden Eagle, Mongoliaôs Saker Falcon, Yemenôs Arabian 
Golden-winged Grosbeak and Israelôs Eurasian Hoopoe. My research  
also revealed that Angola was likely to adopt the Red-crested Turaco and 
that Palestine favoured the Palestine Sunbird.  
 
Readers will probably be aware that a few years ago, following a  
nationwide campaign fronted by Urban Birder David Lindo (but after my 
book had been published), the Robin was adopted as the UKôs top winged 
wonder. 
 
Trinidad and Tobago - much favoured as a birding holiday destination  
- is the only country with not one but two avian icons - the Scarlet Ibis for  
Trinidad and the Rufous-vented Chachalaca for Tobago, while the  
Cayman Islandsô national bird is two sub-species of the Cayman Parrot.  
 
A good question I humbly suggest for a birding quiz might be: which coun-
try is unique in having adopted an extinct species as its national bird? The 
answer is Mauritius and the bird in question is the celebrated Dodo.  

Robin, the National bird of the UK 
Romsey 7.2.18 Gareth Rees 
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The most popular species as national birds are the mighty Andean Condor, 
which has been adopted by Bolivia, Colombia, Chile and Ecuador, and the 
African Fish-eagle, which is the icon of Malawi, Namibia, Zambia and  
Zimbabwe.  
 
With so many spectacular species to choose from, I was rather  
disappointed to learn that fairly drab birds had been adopted by Argentina 
(the Rufous Hornero), Brazil (the Rufous-bellied Thrush - why not one of that 
countryôs tanagers or hummingbirds?) and Costa Rica (the Clay-coloured 
Thrush).  
 
The oddest national bird is Guyanaôs primeval-looking Hoatzin or Stinkbird, 
while the most beautiful in my view are Papua New Guineaôs Raggiana  
Bird-of-paradise and Guatemalaôs Resplendent Quetzal. Some avian icons, 
like Americaôs Bald Eagle, have a very high profile, while many others are 
relatively poorly known because of being little used and inadequately  
promoted.  
 
During my research I came across not only many fascinating facts but some 
also some downright quirky ones. The most amazing story I encountered 
(one I initially found very hard to believe) concerned Guatemalaôs               
Resplendent Quetzal - a stunningly beautiful bird venerated not only by the 
Maya but also by the Aztecs.  
 
In 1998, US acoustic scientist David Lubman discovered that clapping in the 
open plaza of the Mayansô Kukulkan Pyramid at Chichen Itza in Mexico  
generates anomalous echoes from temple staircases, the sonogram of which 
is very similar to a quetzalôs chirp. If a manipulative priest presiding over the 
spring equinox ceremony at the Temple of Kukulkan asked a question of the 
gods and then clapped his hands, the sound produced would sound very 
much like quetzal chirps to the fearful and faithful gathered for the ceremony.  
 
Lubman wrote to me saying: ñIt would appear that the priestôs aural inquiry 
was immediately rewarded with an aural answer from the gods relayed by  
the quetzal, messenger of the gods.ò  
 
Lubmanôs óchirped echoô theory was at first dismissed by archaeologists, but 
now there is mounting evidence indicating the echo was an intended design 
feature. ñUnfortunately, some archaeological scholars appear to be visually 
dominated and so ignore evidence of ancient uses of sound,ò added Lubman.  
 
Quetzals must have been much more common in antiquity than they are  
today for five Aztec provinces incorporating cloud forests were compelled to 
provide no fewer than 2,480 handfuls of mainly quetzal tail streamers as  
tributes. According to the Handbook of the Birds of the World, if it assumed 
that each handful comprised 10 to 50 tail feathers, the Aztecs would have 
had to gather a mind-blowing 6,200 to 31,000 quetzals every year! As I wrote  
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in my book: ñEven if the birds were released after their plumes had been 
removed (to kill a quetzal was a capital offence punishable by death), many 
are likely to have been badly injured in the capturing and plucking process.ò 
 
I hope that in the years to come more and more countries adopt a national 
bird and use whatever species they choose as an educational tool to make 
the children of today (the scientists of tomorrow) aware of the plight that not 
only birds but many other species of wildlife face in a beautiful world  
increasingly being devalued and degraded by mankind.  
 

Ron Toft 

National Birds of the World by Ron Toft (Bloomsbury, London, 2014 - 

ISBN 978-1-4081-7835-5)                                      ron.toft100@gmail.com 

 

                         Fieldfare Gallery 

Editorôs Note: Every time the snow came down so did the pictures of  

Fieldfare in gardens. No fieldfare in my garden though. Here is a selection: 
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For credits 
see Page 51 



24 

 

      Black Redstart Old Portsmouth 12.02.18 John  Hilton 
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***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***  
MAY TO AUGUST 2018 

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO  LEAD A WALK,  PLEASE CONTACT  

Ted Barnes  
 

Ted Barnes: 07811049281 or 02380266774 or ted.barnes@talktalk.net  
You do not need to be a birding expert  

Remember:  Everyone is invited to these walks,  
whatever your age or knowledge  

 

Please Note: 
 

Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions 
A packed lunch is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader 
if leaving the walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the 
walk. 

The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows: 

A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.  

B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.  

C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.  

D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles. 

Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies 

with the individual, not the Society. 

 

 

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,  

the  shared knowledge, the flora and the birds. 

 

 
Saturday 19

th
 May ï Holm Hill for Breeding Waders 

Leader Russell Wynn                    8.00am until 11.00am. 
Meet at the Whitefield Moor car park (SU274026) for a walk looking at breeding 
Curlew, Lapwing and Snipe. A good range of heath land species should also be 
seen including Dartford Warbler, Stonechat and Woodlark.  Walk category A. 
 
 
Wednesday 6

th
 June ï Cheesefoot Head, Gander Down, and Longwood 

Warren 
Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226/07747 151160)       10.00am until 3.00pm. 
Park at Cheesefoot Head car park (SU529277 ï OS 185) for this walk across down 
land and open chalk grass land. We will be looking for farmland birds such as 
Skylark, Yellowhammer, Corn Buntings and Raptors. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B/C. 
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Saturday 9
th
 June ï Martin Down 

Leader Julian Moseley (02380 779850)            10.30am until 3.30pm. 
Meet in the Salisbury/Blandford Road car park (SU044205) for a day spent on 
this chalk down land national nature reserve which may produce Corn 
Bunting, Turtle Dove, Orchids and possibly Adonis Blue and Brown Argus 
Butterflies. Bring coffee/lunch. Walk category B/C. 
 
Friday 15

th
 June ï Nightjar at Foxbury Plantation (NT) 

Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)         8.00pm until 11.00/12 mid-night. 
At West Wellow on the A36 take the Black Hill Road on the left heading 
towards Bramshaw and stop at the car park one mile on the left (SU298167). 
This walk will target Nightjar, calling owls and perhaps roding Woodcock. 
Bring a torch (new batteries) and wear plenty of óanti-mozzyô cream (DEET) or 
nets. Walk category C. 
Note that this walk is dependent on fine weather so please call the leader 
in advance of travelling to check if the walk is on. 
 
Tuesday 19

th
 June ï Lymington Evening Swift Walk 

Leader Andy Broadhurst (01590 622835/07941 349002 - andy@tali.me.uk)    
8.00pm until 10.00pm. 
Park in the main car park behind Mark and Spencer on St Thomasôs Street 
(SZ321963 ï Post Code SO41 9NA) (free parking from 6.00pm) and meet at 
the ticket machines. Weôll do a tour of the three Swift breeding sites and enjoy 
some low flying parties. The walk will end at the Kings Arms on St Thomasôs 
Street for refreshments and a close encounter with breeding Swifts. 
Walk category A.  
Note that good sightings of Swiftôs are dependent on fine weather so 
please call the leader in advance of travelling to check if the walk is on. 
 
Wednesday 20

th
 June ï Woodcock Roding at Burley Old Inclosure 

Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)             8.00pm until 10.30pm. 
Park at the Anderwood Inclosure car park, which is off the Burley to Lyndhurst 
Road at (SU249059). Expected species on this walk on gravel paths are 
roding Woodcock, calling Tawny Owls and churring Nightjar. Bring a torch 
(new batteries) and wear plenty of óanti-mozzyô cream (DEET) or nets.  
Walk category B. 
Note that this walk is dependent on fine weather so please call the leader 
in advance of travelling to check if the walk is on. 
 
Saturday 23

rd
 June - Kings Hat Inclosure. 

Leader Ted Barnes (078110492810 or 02380266774) 
                                                               10.30am until 12.30pm (2ı miles). 
Meet in the car park at SU386054 (OS- OL22) for this walk through the  
enclosure containing both coniferous and deciduous woodland and heath 
land. Possible species include Redstart, Woodlark, and raptors. Some  orchids 
may also be seen. Walk category B. 
 

mailto:andy@tali.me.uk
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Saturday 15th July ï Test Way 
Leader John Clark (02380 618604)       10.00am until 2.30pm 
Meet in the lay-by on the Romsey to Stockbridge road pass the Bear and 
Ragged Staff at SU335258 looking for Warblers and farm birds. Bring  
coffee/lunch. Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 28

th
 July ï HOS Photography Workshop 

 
Details are just being finalised, but highly-successful professional wildlife 
photographers Andrew Cleave and Paul Sterry have agreed to run a  
half-day Photography Workshop for HOS on Saturday 28 July. This will be 
based at the Memorial Hall in Littleton, near Winchester, and will include 
sessions on the types of equipment available, techniques to get the best 
shots, and focus groups to discuss individual issues. 
  
Full details will be published on the HOS website as soon as they are 
available, but feel free to register your interest by emailing Keith  
Betton - keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 
Sunday 5

th
 August ï Lower Test, Testwood Park Testwood Lakes and 

Nursling 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)             10.00am until 3.00pm (5 miles). 
Meet at the Testwood Lake car park (SU346152) for this joint walk with the 
Southampton Natural History Society looking for birds and butterflies in a 
variety of habitats. Bring stout shoes and lunch. Walk category B. 
 
Tuesday 14

th
 August ï Warsash 

Leader Richard Carpenter (01329 066856 or 07849 184316)  
              10.00am until 2.00pm (3 ï 4 miles). 
Meet in the passage Lane car park, north of the marina at SU489062.  
We will be looking for early autumn migrants. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category A. 
 
Saturday 25

th
 August ï Hamble Common, Hamble Airfield, West 

Wood (Hamble) and Westfield Common. 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)         10.30am until 3.30 pm (4.5 miles). 
Meet at Hamble shore car park (SU482059) for this joint walk with  
Southampton Natural History Society looking for birds and butterflies in 
heath land, woodland and urban areas. Bring stout shoes and lunch. Walk 
category B. 
 
 
 

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
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    Pictures from HOS Field Meetings and on other trips  
                            by Victor Humphrey 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Top: HOS walk Hillhead 4.1.18 
 
Second top: Brent Goose on 
HOS walk at Farlington 7.1.18 
 
Second bottom: Goosander  
Southampton Common 25.1.18 
 
Bottom (left): Starling Portsmouth 
15.2.18 


