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Hampshire Ornithological Society Newsletter 
  

The Magazine for Hampshire Birdwatchers 
 

Advertising rates  
 

The Newsletter is produced 4 times a year and sent to 1,500 bird-
watchers and naturalists primarily in and around Hampshire.    

Additional copies are sold at outlets.  It is A5 format, with 52 pages.  
You can take a full page, half or quarter page advert, and have it in 

all four issues with or without photos/artwork. 
 

The rates are £90 full page, £50 half page, £35 quarter page.  If two 
or more issues are required, the rates are reduced by 20%.  It may 

also be possible to do it as a loose insert.  If necessary we can make 
up the advert, if given the required text and pictures. 

 

Adverts can be sent on disc, or emailed direct as  
attachments, to photos@hos.org.uk 

“WEAR THE KINGFISHER WITH PRIDE.” 

  
Our HOS emblem appears on all our clothing – Polo 
Shirts, Sweat Shirts, Fleeces and Baseball Caps. 
 
 

We carry a stock of different colours and sizes and can order any of your 
preferences for speedy delivery. 
 
As well as the latest HOS annual Bird Report we have a large stock of back 
numbers.   
  

Sales Officers:- Bryan and Sandy Coates – telephone 02380 252960. 

email sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk
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                                        EDITORIAL  
 
It’s that time again, editorial time that is. Forget what I said last time, that 
wasn’t my penultimate issue as Kingfisher editor and I’m not sure that this 
will be. I am continuing for now and possibly carrying on until my original 
deadline of the 2019 Open Day. After that I really feel that I have done my 
bit and would like to hand over to someone else. We did have a volunteer 
lined up to take over the Kingfisher editor role this year but unfortunately 
things didn’t work out. 
 
I think there are almost 2000 individual members of HOS and plenty of  
others who have access to Kingfisher. Surely somebody else is tempted to 
try their hand at this most interesting role. I found that preparing Kingfisher 
is a far less time consuming activity than I had expected once I got into the 
swing of things, this is really good news as most of us live very busy lives.  
I think that the role would particularly suit a couple who could work on it  
together and such an arrangement would undoubtedly work out well,  
however, I have had few problems as single editor. If anyone would like to 
have a chat regarding the Kingfisher Editor role and what it involves I am 
happy to speak to them in confidence. 
 
One more thing, I received a record 500 usable pictures for possible use in  
Kingfisher in January to March 2018. Whereas I am extremely grateful for 
these, only a very small percentage of these can be used in Kingfisher and 
it is difficult to guarantee that every photographer will have a picture  
published. If anyone is disappointed about their pictures not being used I 
can consider them for inclusion in the next issue.  

 
Errata & Omissions 
 
Apologies for the error in the final paragraph on page 38 of the last issue of  
Kingfisher: No. 158 Spring 2018. The next Spring Bird Trail will take place 
on Sunday 28th April 2019; 29th April 2019 is a Monday. Thank you to 
those members that pointed out this mistake. 
 
Also apologies for the mix-up with the reports of previous field meetings on 
page 29 No 158 Spring 2018, Julian Moseley’s account refers to the walk at 
Ashley Walk, New Forest on Sunday 8th October 2017 and not Portland Bill 
on 1st April 2017! 
 
Omission – on No 157 Page 28 – the picture of the Ruff taken at Farlington 
Marshes on 3.9.17 was uncredited, it was in fact taken by Sue Lambert. 
 
Phil. 
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                     One man’s marshes:  
     the birds of Lymington and Keyhaven by Ed Wiseman 
 
Obtainable on line from http://www.powellwildlifeart.com/ , or from  
St Barbe Museum and Art Gallery, New Street, Lymington and  
Titchfield Haven Bookshop. £14.99. 
 
The Keyhaven area holds nationally important breeding concentrations 
of Black-headed and Mediterranean Gulls and three species of terns.  
It is also well known among Hampshire birders and those from further 
afield for a substantial list of vagrants. The rarest of these was the  
second Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus of the race mongolus 
for the UK in July 2003. The list also includes at least 21 firsts for        
Hampshire including historic records of American Bittern, Collared    
Pratincole and Sabine’s Gull and more recently Blue-winged Teal, Surf 
Scoter, White-billed Diver, Cory’s and Balearic Shearwaters, seven    
species of wader, Sooty, Caspian and Whiskered Terns, Great Spotted 
Cuckoo, Shore Lark and Pallas’s Warbler.  
 
South-easterly winds in spring can produce excellent sea watching 
which often features a heavy passage of Pomarine Skuas, Bar-tailed 
Godwits and other species. All of this and more is covered in this new 
book by Ed Wiseman, who spent most of his working life as the resident 
warden of this reserve on The Solent.  
 
It is an absolutely superb publication, with fascinating sections on the 
history of local people going back to Colonel Hawker’s hunting days in 
the 19

th
 century, the development and decline of the salt extraction  

industry which helped shape the present-day area, the history of Hurst 
Castle and Spit and its protection, a description of the habitats and their 
subsequent development as a nature reserve, an account of bird  
recording in the area since the 1950s, and of course a detailed  
systematic list of all the species recorded.  
 
The book features plenty of evocative full colour artwork by Dan and 
Rosemary Powell and a selection of photographs including several  
aerial views of the area. This is an essential purchase for anyone with 
an interest in the area or indeed the wildlife of The Solent and  
Hampshire.  
 

John Clark 

http://www.powellwildlifeart.com/
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        Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust  
         – at the forefront of local bird conservation  
 
The Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust is the largest wildlife              
conservation organisation in the two counties. With 53 nature reserves and 
managing approximately 11,000 acres of land, the Trust is the largest  
manager of designated land (excluding the crown estate) and character areas. 
In the last 15 years the Trust has more than doubled the area it manages for 
wildlife and in 2017, four new nature reserves were secured.  Many identify 
most with our Otter and Water Vole conservation efforts but in fact the Trust, 
with the support of many committed and expert volunteers, manages some of 
the most important bird reserves in the county and has, for decades, been at 
the forefront of pioneering management techniques and monitoring for the 
benefit of target bird groups. This article begins in south Hampshire with a 
series of ‘in-focus’ looks at some of the highlights and work from our many 
and varied reserves and projects.  
 

Blashford Lakes 
 
Well known to many birdwatchers and naturalists alike Blashford Lakes has 
been a Trust reserve for over 20 years. Due to innovative habitat creations 
and targeted management it has developed into an important, supporting 
component of the Avon Valley and for many coastal species.  
 
Hanson Concrete Block Plant restoration 
 
To the east of the main car park at Blashford Lakes there used to be a        
concrete block factory, this ceased operation some five years ago. It stood on 
an approximately 3ha site on the south-eastern shore of Ibsley Water. After 
the main demolition of redundant buildings was completed the Wildlife Trust 
took on the restoration of the habitat to something that might have wildlife   
value. Such a large area of open ground beside the lake clearly had potential 
for breeding waders. The very poor nature of the soil and huge amounts of 
fine rubble remaining impeded surface drainage but actually offered an       
opportunity. The restoration plan was aimed at creating bare or sparsely     
vegetated areas with shallow pools to provide nesting habitat for waders and 
feeding areas for wader chicks as the pools dried out. The whole area being 
almost square and very open also allowed good sightlines for observing    
predators. The boundary has been redesigned to provide a dense scrub     
barrier as both nesting habitat for small birds and divert any wandering       
humans away from the nesting area. 
 
In 2017, this area held 15 pairs of Lapwing, with 2 more on the margin and 2 
pairs of Little Ringed Plover with another on the margin, one of the highest    
densities of nesting lapwing anywhere in the county. It may have been the 
most “Brownfield” of sites, but working with the positive attributes it offered 
has given a significant win for a fast declining species. 
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Tern rafts 
 
Rafts for Common Terns have been used with success at Blashford Lakes for 
over ten years and a grant from HOS allowed for their complete replacement 
in 2017. The colony has grown from 10 pairs in 2012 to 39 in 2017. In contrast 
to coastal colonies which have mostly seen declines. More significantly the raft 
nesting birds at Blashford have shown consistently high productivity,        
sometimes fledging over two chicks per pair. Although the colony has grown   
it has been at a far slower rate than would be expected, so many of the chicks 
must go and nest elsewhere. It seems probable that some of them move to 
our coastal colonies, highlighting that we should be looking at tern                   
conservation in the round, it is not just a coastal issue.  
 
The success of well placed rafts in both attracting nesting pairs and the high 
productivity that results suggests that finding new sites for such colonies may 
offer the best chance for the future for common terns in the county. 
 

Fishlake Meadows 
 
This newly acquired HIWWT reserve on the edge of Romsey is well known to 
many Hampshire birdwatchers, but less than 20 years ago would have been 
unrecognisable. Few places are allowed to revert to nature through            
abandonment and develop in the way Fishlake Meadows has. It is now      
arguably one of the best inland, freshwater sites for wildlife in Hampshire.   
Securing it as a nature reserve was a result of long and detailed negotiations 
with a developer and Test Valley Borough Council and now sets a new    
benchmark for effective ‘net-gain’ through the planning system. Fishlake    
Meadows comprises 60 hectares of former farmland within the Test Valley 
floodplain, previously kept dry through the use of pumps. With the building of 

the Fishlake housing estate 
in the early 90s the site   
became increasingly     
flooded, unintentionally   
developing into a fabulous 
mosaic of wetland, reed 
swamp, floodplain  
grassland and probably the 
best glimpse of true  flood-
plain habitats that would 
have once interspersed the 
floodplain over  2000 years 
ago. 
 

Osprey  
Fishlake Meadows 
18.9.18 David Knight 
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Many elements of such habitats are stages in succession and after a  
couple of decades some areas are starting to be dominated by increasingly tall      
willows and large bramble clumps. By securing the land as a nature reserve it is 
now possible to put some management in place to maintain and enhance these 
habitats. Quiet recreation and enjoyment is central to plans in  development but 
will ensure that the variety of habitats that have become a haven for resting, 
roosting and nesting birds will not be hindered. The site  already boasts an    
impressive bird list, with rarities and notables galore. In 2017, the regular       
Osprey activity was a feature but with Black Tern, Little Gull, Bearded Tit and    
Red-footed Falcon welcome additions. The site has huge potential for many 
fabulous bird species, particularly with the inclusion of disturbance free areas. 
In many ways Fishlake is Hampshire’s own miniature “Avalon Marsh”. 
 

Farlington Marshes 
 
Farlington Marshes was the Wildlife Trust’s first nature reserve and is  
undoubtedly one of the best known. The reserve supports an abundance of 
over-wintering waders, ducks and geese and is also one of the more regular 
haunts for Short-eared Owls when they are present in the county during the  
winter.  In the summer the reserve is a local stronghold for breeding Skylarks 
and Meadow Pipits on the grazing marsh and Bearded Tits in the reed bed.  
The marsh also supports a good breeding population of Lapwing and a few  
Redshanks.  
 
In 2017 we carried out a breeding census of Lapwings and  Redshank,  
confirming a minimum of 15 pairs of lapwing and five pairs of redshank. It was 
during these surveys that we recorded four pairs of Avocet breeding on the 
marsh, which was the first ever record of this species breeding there; at least 
four chicks successfully fledged. Following a poor breeding season in 2016, 
Bearded Tits also bounced back and 2017 proved to be a productive breeding 
season for them. Ringing studies recorded 23 males and 14 females during the 
breeding season with 37 juveniles ringed. The first juveniles of the year were 
some recently fledged birds ringed on the 16

th
 April; in previous years juvenile 

birds have not been ringed until June. 
 

Testwood Lakes 
 
Testwood Lakes is one of the Trust’s three education centres, the others being 
at Blashford Lakes and Swanwick Lakes. Similar to the other sites it has been 
created through the Trust’s long-term involvement in the planning system and 
pursuing a bold vision for landscape restoration following the succession of 
large-scale aggregate extraction. Part of the site comprises multiuse areas, 
benefitting other public, recreational interests. Managing recreation and public 
access is a significant challenge but the Trust has been able to carefully zone 
access so that the site punches well above its weight for wildlife. 
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The reserve comprises a network of lakes, species-rich meadows and   
woodlands. The creation of the ‘scrapes’ was one of the first such in     
Hampshire, adapting examples observed in the continent and providing    
suitable habitat for breeding waders. These have seen Lapwing,              
Oystercatchers and Little Ringed Plover successfully fledge young. The 
Sand Martin bank is one of two located on our reserves and has been       
occupied since 2005 and regularly averages  between 60 and 100 occupied 
nesting chambers. With the cessation of active sand extraction sites in the 
county this artificial bank probably supports the  largest remaining colony. 
 
In 2016/17 Staff and volunteers removed large amounts of self-seeded     
willow, which has enabled the creation establishment of approximately 1500 
square metres of reed bed around the margins of Meadow Lake. A new fish 
nursery is now present improving overall fish productivity within the lake, 
while over ten pairs of Reed Warbler were quick to utilise the new nesting 
habitat. More impressively though this has proven popular with visiting     
herons and egrets and 2017 saw a county record count of 11 Great White 
Egrets on the reserve. The reed bed has also proven popular for              
over-wintering Bitterns and although not always the easiest or closest to    
see in the county, with patience good views can be achieved as they      
clamber through the reed bed or along the water’s edge.  
 
With a busy motorway in the background this might be seen as a              

contradiction to the quiet tranquillity and refuge that nature reserves provide, 

but it provides a bold example of what is achievable  through careful design 

and management. 

Bob Chapman, Trevor Codlin and  Martin De Reteurto 

 

 Little Ringed Plovers Blashford Lakes 13.5.17 John Wichall 



12 

  Up close and personal with the Stone-curlew 
 
We are so lucky to have Stone-curlews in Hampshire, although they are so 
secretive that many of us rarely see one. These are migrants to this     
country from southern Spain and North Africa. They are found right across 
the Palearctic to north-west India, and choose to live on open steppes with 
stony ground and sparse vegetation. Across their range they can be found 
up to 1000 metres above sea level, but here in Hampshire they are found 
on sloping fields with stones – and almost always out of sight of the public. 
 
The Stone-curlew was once widespread in the south and central United 
Kingdom from the counties of Dorset to Yorkshire. The population of 
around 1,000–2,000 pairs in the 1930s was already much reduced from 
that which had existed in the 19th century, but a more rapid decline        
followed with numbers hitting an all-time low of fewer than 170 pairs in the 
1980s. This decline was largely due to the loss of suitable grassland       
habitat brought about by lack of grazing, both by sheep and rabbits, and 
the conversion of permanent pasture to arable farmland. As a result, the 
birds were forced to nest within sparsely-vegetated, spring-sown arable 
crops where the eggs and young were vulnerable to agricultural              
machinery. 
 
Since the 1980s work by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and 
others to protect the nests and young has led to a recent increase in      
numbers – and that is where I became involved. I saw my first Stone-
curlew about 40 years ago. It was at long range through a telescope, and 
of course the bird skulked away from view as soon as it realised it was    
being watched. Over the next 30 years I never really enjoyed anything    
other than distant views of birds, mostly on private land that was           
completely inaccessible. 

Right: Very well 
camouflaged 
Stone-curlew 
nest! 
 
 
Clue: 
The eggs are 
near bottom just 
left of centre. 
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I knew the RSPB was doing a great job of advising farmers on the creation 
of plots for Stone-curlews. So, in 2010 I decided to volunteer to help with 
watching them. The benefit would be two-fold: I would be monitoring the 
birds and enabling them to have the best chance of success, and I would 
also be able to enjoy watching them at the same time. I eventually ended 
up coordinating several volunteers across ten farms.  
 
I share my Stone-curlew year with two colleagues, Barry Stalker and 
Shane King. The first birds are usually back at their breeding sites by      
mid-March and we are out and about trying to find them. They are often 
best detected at this time through their nocturnal calling.  
 
Most of the Hampshire population of around 30 pairs now breeds on      
specially-prepared plots created to provide safe areas away from            
agricultural operations. These have the additional benefit of minimising    
the impact of disturbance by the public, since very few are visible from 
public footpaths. These plots are managed by the farmers who are paid 
money by the Government to provide open stony ground for nesting plus 
buffer zones for chicks to hide in. Areas with trees and bushes are avoided 
as they provide opportunities for Carrion Crows and Buzzards to predate 
the nests.  
 
In April and May we locate nests and then alert the farmers to the birds’ 
presence so that farming operations in those areas are carried out with 
extra care. These measures have allowed numbers to increase but without 
this level of intervention it has been estimated that the population would 
decline by about four per cent per year. 
 
It is often quite a challenge to establish whether birds are breeding as they 
may travel up to three kilometres to feed and, to complicate matters, there 
are non-breeders that move between sites. A productivity of 0·61 chicks 
per breeding pair was the target figure set by Rhys Green of the RSPB to 
achieve a stable population. In some recent years we have managed to 
achieve that although they are so secretive that their chicks are often hard 
to locate to prove fledging. 
 
To understand whether the young survive and fledge I mark the chicks 
using a combination of plastic colour rings. I feel very privileged to be     
allowed to do that as this is still one of Britain’s rarest and most threatened 
breeding birds, and most people only get to see them at long range 
through a telescope. In fact, my BTO licence only allows me to ring     
Stone-curlews, so I can’t even ring a Blue Tit! 
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 While Stone-curlews continue to nest on working farmland the only way the 
population can be maintained is through proactive liaison with farmers. A sign 
of the success of 30 years of effort is that in 2009 the species was  
downgraded from Red to Amber in the list of Birds of Conservation Concern. 
Unless suitable areas of down land can be recreated and protected, such               
conservation action needs to be maintained at the current level. Currently the 
RSPB is working with over 200 farmers to make sure that the UK population 
of around 350 pairs is maintained and increased. 
 
So, I have gone from watching this remarkable bird through a telescope at 
long range to holding it in my hand and getting up close and personal - which 
is an amazing feeling. But an equally amazing feeling comes from knowing 
that I and my colleagues are helping to save a species that would be crushed 
under the wheels of tractors if we were not involved. 
 

Keith Betton 

 
            

Pictures with this  
article all by Keith  
Betton except for the 
adult at nest (below) 
taken by Chris 
Gomersall  
rspb-images.com 
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Birds that I have sighted at Anton Lakes, Andover  
                       since 1

st
 January 2014 

 
Editor’s Note: A HOS member has kindly compiled a list of birds seen 
at his favourite local patch over a four year period: 
 
Blackbird, Blackcap, Brambling, Collared Dove, Common Sandpiper, Coot,  
 
Duck -  Gadwall, Goosander, Mallard, Pochard, Shelduck, Shoveler, Teal, 
Tufted Duck, Wigeon.,  
 
Cormorant, Crow, Cuckoo, Dunnock, Fieldfare, Goldcrest, Heron, House 
Sparrow,  
 
Finch -  Bullfinch, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, Greenfinch,  
 
Goose - Canada, Greylag,  
 
Grebe -  Great Crested, Little (dabchick), 
 
Gull -  Black-headed, Great Black-backed, Herring, Lesser black Backed, 
 
House Martin, Jay, Kingfisher, Lapwing, Linnet, Little Egret, Magpie,          
Nuthatch, Moorhen, Pheasant, Treecreeper, 
 
Pigeon - Feral, Wood.,   
 
Raptors -   Buzzard, Kestrel, Peregrine, Red Kite, Sparrow Hawk, 
 
Mute Swan, Redpoll, Redwing, Reed Bunting, Robin, Rook, Sand Martin,  
Siskin, Snipe, Starling, Swallow,   
 
Thrush –  Mistle, Song, 
 
Tit –  Blue, Coal, Great, Long-tailed,   
 
Wagtail – Grey, Pied, Yellow, 
 
Warbler – Chiffchaff, Garden, Reed, Sedge, Willow, 
 
Woodpecker – Green, Great-spotted,   
      
Water Rail, Wren, Yellowhammer.                              Total: 85 bird species 
 
Other visitors: Frogs, Fox, Grey Squirrel, Muntjac Deer, Otter (not seen since 
2014), Rat, Water Vole. 

       Brian Cartwright 
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                The Black Paradise Flycatcher 
 
I read with interest the note by Julie Moon on Black Parrots in the Seychelles 
in the latest Kingfisher magazine, which I received just before Christmas. 
  
Another critically endangered species in the Seychelles is the Black Paradise 
Flycatcher (Terpsiphone corvina). Locally known as the Veure, the male is a 
handsome bird with glossy black plumage with deep blue sheen and with long, 
elongated tail feathers. In contrast the female is reddish-brown with a black 
head and lacks the long tail feathers. The birds are only found on the small 
island of La Digue, although recently there has been a successful introduction 
programme on Dennis Island. 
  
Twenty years ago, just after my retirement as a Forest Pathologist for the  
Forestry Commission, together with my colleague David Wainhouse from the 
Alice Holt Forest Research Station, which is located just over the Surrey  
border in Hampshire, we visited the Seychelles to investigate the cause of a 
wilt disease that was killing Takamaka (Calophyllum inophyllum) trees on the 
main island of Mahe. Takamaka is a littoral species and in the Seychelles 
grows on the beaches along the coast but can also be present inland in  
woodland areas. The Takamaka disease was killing large numbers of trees on 
Mahe in the coastal regions and the local authorities were anxious to prevent 
its spread to any of the neighbouring islands, in particular to La Digue, where  
a small area of Takamaka woodland had been designated as the Veure       
Nature Reserve, which is the breeding site for the Black Paradise Flycatchers. 
During our visits we carried out surveys for the disease on La Digue and other 
islands, but no instances of the disease were discovered on any of the islands 
apart from the outbreak on Mahe. 
  
While on La Digue we were fortunate to have good views of both male and 
female Flycatchers on several occasions. To my knowledge the Takamaka wilt 
disease has not reached La Digue and the resident population numbers just 
under 300 birds. There are excellent short videos available on You 
Tube showing the flycatchers on and around their nests at La Digue. 
  
Incidentally, we were also lucky enough to see the Black Parrots on Praslin, 
during our visits to the Seychelles. 
  
Brian Greig 
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                              Garden Sparrowhawk 
  
I live in Woolton Hill, a mile or so from the Berkshire border, and the garden  
is largely woodland and not very well manicured (to put it kindly).  Jackdaws 
come and go here, and early in the morning of 20th February 2018 I heard a 
chorus of alarm calls. The Sparrowhawk was just outside the back door and 
could be photographed through the window without the slightest 
inconvenience or discomfort!  Much better than lugging a 600mm lens round 
Titchfield Haven..... 
 
I believe the Sparrowhawk may be a juvenile male, or possibly a juvenile 
female, and may have shown its inexperience in selecting such a substantial 
breakfast.  It appears to  visit occasionally and had a more successful outing 
on 31st December 2017 when it caught a Blackbird that sadly failed to make 
it into the New Year - as on 20th February the Sparrowhawk took its prey 
under a hedge very close to the house.  Adult birds (with slate colouring) may 
be around, but have not been spotted in recent years. When they did hunt 
here they appeared to have problems in adapting to a built-up environment, 
as one was killed and another stunned through hitting double-glazed 
windows.   
 
In north Hampshire the raptor we see every day is of course the Red 
Kite. Often seen in suburban Newbury, they circle above our house and I  
am just hoping that they will pluck up courage to nest here one day! 
 

Roger Sharpe 
 
Editor’s Note: Here and over page are Roger’s pictures as evidence of 
the events described above: 
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                  Putting Birds on the Map 

If asked, most birders would probably name the Robin as the UK’s national 
bird and the Bald Eagle as the official avian icon of the USA. But how many 
would be able to name even a few of the many other national birds of the 
world?  
 
I have long been fascinated by mankind’s cultural links with birds and was 
very surprised to discover some years ago that there was no book that 
named and described the world’s national birds. I felt such a title would be 
of considerable interest not only to birders globally but also to many other 
wildlife enthusiasts, conservationists and such like.  
 
I contacted fellow wildlife journalist and highly experienced author, Mike 
Unwin, and asked if he felt my idea had wings.  Without hesitation, he  
replied: “Definitely. I wish I had come up with that idea!”  
 
Mike very kindly put me in touch with one of his contacts at Bloomsbury in 
London - arguably the world’s leading natural history publisher - and I was 
invited to submit a detailed proposal. I still didn’t think my idea would be 
accepted, given the number and variety of book ideas submitted to 
Bloomsbury by well-established authors. Amazingly, my proposal cleared 
one hurdle after another and I was formally commissioned to write the 
book. I couldn’t believe it! I had written other publications over the years, 
but never one about birds - my real passion. 
 
I must admit I thought it would be relatively easy to ascertain which of the 
world’s 200 or so countries/territories had an official or unofficial national 
bird, but nothing could have been further from the truth. Surely, I thought, 
much of the information - or at least the leads and contacts I needed - 
could be sourced via the internet. How wrong I was. I soon discovered that 
much of the information about national birds on the world wide web was 
partially or wholly erroneous. What’s more, most of the embassies and  
consulates I contacted in London either didn’t know whether their country 
had a national bird or weren’t the least bit interested. Only a handful were 
helpful.  
 
Looking back, had I realised how time-consuming and difficult the research 
would be, I’m not sure whether I would have proceeded. But that’s history.  
I spent two to three years gathering the facts and figures, writing the text 
and helping Bloomsbury to find suitable images with which to illustrate the 
copy. The resulting book, National Birds of the World, was published in the  
summer of 2014 and marked my retirement as a wildlife journalist and  
photographer. Given that I am 70 in June, it’s probably the only bird book  
I shall ever write, but one of which I am very proud. 
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Dipping into 224-page 
book the other day for 
this article, I realised I 
had forgotten many of 
the birds I had written 
about and relished  
reacquainting myself 
with the avian icons and 
how they came to be 
chosen. 
 
Of the world’s roughly 
200 countries, half have 
a national bird of one 
sort or another, although 
many of them have  
never been officially 
adopted or endorsed by 
a government. Some 

birds have been chosen by conservation bodies and others because of 
public consultation exercises.  
 
The oldest national bird is the USA’s Bald Eagle, which was officially 
adopted by Congress in 1782 despite the best efforts of Benjamin Franklin 
to have this status conferred on the Wild Turkey! Franklin believed the 
Bald Eagle was a bird of “bad moral character” and that the Wild Turkey 
was “a much more respectable” species.  
 
At the time I wrote my book, the world’s newest national birds were  
Scotland’s Golden Eagle, Mongolia’s Saker Falcon, Yemen’s Arabian 
Golden-winged Grosbeak and Israel’s Eurasian Hoopoe. My research  
also revealed that Angola was likely to adopt the Red-crested Turaco and 
that Palestine favoured the Palestine Sunbird.  
 
Readers will probably be aware that a few years ago, following a  
nationwide campaign fronted by Urban Birder David Lindo (but after my 
book had been published), the Robin was adopted as the UK’s top winged 
wonder. 
 
Trinidad and Tobago - much favoured as a birding holiday destination  
- is the only country with not one but two avian icons - the Scarlet Ibis for  
Trinidad and the Rufous-vented Chachalaca for Tobago, while the  
Cayman Islands’ national bird is two sub-species of the Cayman Parrot.  
 
A good question I humbly suggest for a birding quiz might be: which coun-
try is unique in having adopted an extinct species as its national bird? The 
answer is Mauritius and the bird in question is the celebrated Dodo.  

Robin, the National bird of the UK 
Romsey 7.2.18 Gareth Rees 
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The most popular species as national birds are the mighty Andean Condor, 
which has been adopted by Bolivia, Colombia, Chile and Ecuador, and the 
African Fish-eagle, which is the icon of Malawi, Namibia, Zambia and  
Zimbabwe.  
 
With so many spectacular species to choose from, I was rather  
disappointed to learn that fairly drab birds had been adopted by Argentina 
(the Rufous Hornero), Brazil (the Rufous-bellied Thrush - why not one of that 
country’s tanagers or hummingbirds?) and Costa Rica (the Clay-coloured 
Thrush).  
 
The oddest national bird is Guyana’s primeval-looking Hoatzin or Stinkbird, 
while the most beautiful in my view are Papua New Guinea’s Raggiana  
Bird-of-paradise and Guatemala’s Resplendent Quetzal. Some avian icons, 
like America’s Bald Eagle, have a very high profile, while many others are 
relatively poorly known because of being little used and inadequately  
promoted.  
 
During my research I came across not only many fascinating facts but some 
also some downright quirky ones. The most amazing story I encountered 
(one I initially found very hard to believe) concerned Guatemala’s               
Resplendent Quetzal - a stunningly beautiful bird venerated not only by the 
Maya but also by the Aztecs.  
 
In 1998, US acoustic scientist David Lubman discovered that clapping in the 
open plaza of the Mayans’ Kukulkan Pyramid at Chichen Itza in Mexico  
generates anomalous echoes from temple staircases, the sonogram of which 
is very similar to a quetzal’s chirp. If a manipulative priest presiding over the 
spring equinox ceremony at the Temple of Kukulkan asked a question of the 
gods and then clapped his hands, the sound produced would sound very 
much like quetzal chirps to the fearful and faithful gathered for the ceremony.  
 
Lubman wrote to me saying: “It would appear that the priest’s aural inquiry 
was immediately rewarded with an aural answer from the gods relayed by  
the quetzal, messenger of the gods.”  
 
Lubman’s ‘chirped echo’ theory was at first dismissed by archaeologists, but 
now there is mounting evidence indicating the echo was an intended design 
feature. “Unfortunately, some archaeological scholars appear to be visually 
dominated and so ignore evidence of ancient uses of sound,” added Lubman.  
 
Quetzals must have been much more common in antiquity than they are  
today for five Aztec provinces incorporating cloud forests were compelled to 
provide no fewer than 2,480 handfuls of mainly quetzal tail streamers as  
tributes. According to the Handbook of the Birds of the World, if it assumed 
that each handful comprised 10 to 50 tail feathers, the Aztecs would have 
had to gather a mind-blowing 6,200 to 31,000 quetzals every year! As I wrote  
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in my book: “Even if the birds were released after their plumes had been 
removed (to kill a quetzal was a capital offence punishable by death), many 
are likely to have been badly injured in the capturing and plucking process.” 
 
I hope that in the years to come more and more countries adopt a national 
bird and use whatever species they choose as an educational tool to make 
the children of today (the scientists of tomorrow) aware of the plight that not 
only birds but many other species of wildlife face in a beautiful world  
increasingly being devalued and degraded by mankind.  
 

Ron Toft 

National Birds of the World by Ron Toft (Bloomsbury, London, 2014 - 

ISBN 978-1-4081-7835-5)                                      ron.toft100@gmail.com 

 

                         Fieldfare Gallery 

Editor’s Note: Every time the snow came down so did the pictures of  

Fieldfare in gardens. No fieldfare in my garden though. Here is a selection: 
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For credits 
see Page 51 
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      Black Redstart Old Portsmouth 12.02.18 John  Hilton 
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***HOS WALKS & EVENTS***  
MAY TO AUGUST 2018 

IF YOU ARE WILLING TO  LEAD A WALK,  PLEASE CONTACT  

Ted Barnes  
 

Ted Barnes: 07811049281 or 02380266774 or ted.barnes@talktalk.net  
You do not need to be a birding expert  

Remember:  Everyone is invited to these walks,  
whatever your age or knowledge  

 

Please Note: 
 

Strong footwear is advisable for all walks, as is clothing appropriate for the weather conditions 
A packed lunch is recommended for walks that span mid-day. Participants are requested to inform the leader 
if leaving the walk early, or if they have a medical condition that might compromise their ability to complete the 
walk. 

The distance covered is shown for each walk, together with a 'walk category', as follows: 

A) Easy - a fairly short walk over relatively flat ground with no/few stiles.  

B) A little more demanding - longer distance and/or gentle hills but with no/few stiles.  

C) Medium difficulty - moderate distance and/or moderate hills and/or a moderate number of stiles.  

D) Strenuous - long distance and/or steep hills and/or many stiles. 

Do please take care and enjoy the walks programme, but remember, responsibility for personal safety lies 

with the individual, not the Society. 

 

 

Enjoy the free walks, the scenery, the company, the wildlife, the many pairs of eyes,  

the  shared knowledge, the flora and the birds. 

 

 
Saturday 19

th
 May – Holm Hill for Breeding Waders 

Leader Russell Wynn                    8.00am until 11.00am. 
Meet at the Whitefield Moor car park (SU274026) for a walk looking at breeding 
Curlew, Lapwing and Snipe. A good range of heath land species should also be 
seen including Dartford Warbler, Stonechat and Woodlark.  Walk category A. 
 
 
Wednesday 6

th
 June – Cheesefoot Head, Gander Down, and Longwood 

Warren 
Leader Nick Wiley (01489 893226/07747 151160)       10.00am until 3.00pm. 
Park at Cheesefoot Head car park (SU529277 – OS 185) for this walk across down 
land and open chalk grass land. We will be looking for farmland birds such as 
Skylark, Yellowhammer, Corn Buntings and Raptors. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category B/C. 
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Saturday 9
th

 June – Martin Down 
Leader Julian Moseley (02380 779850)            10.30am until 3.30pm. 
Meet in the Salisbury/Blandford Road car park (SU044205) for a day spent on 
this chalk down land national nature reserve which may produce Corn 
Bunting, Turtle Dove, Orchids and possibly Adonis Blue and Brown Argus 
Butterflies. Bring coffee/lunch. Walk category B/C. 
 
Friday 15

th
 June – Nightjar at Foxbury Plantation (NT) 

Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)         8.00pm until 11.00/12 mid-night. 
At West Wellow on the A36 take the Black Hill Road on the left heading 
towards Bramshaw and stop at the car park one mile on the left (SU298167). 
This walk will target Nightjar, calling owls and perhaps roding Woodcock. 
Bring a torch (new batteries) and wear plenty of ‘anti-mozzy’ cream (DEET) or 
nets. Walk category C. 
Note that this walk is dependent on fine weather so please call the leader 
in advance of travelling to check if the walk is on. 
 
Tuesday 19

th
 June – Lymington Evening Swift Walk 

Leader Andy Broadhurst (01590 622835/07941 349002 - andy@tali.me.uk)    
8.00pm until 10.00pm. 
Park in the main car park behind Mark and Spencer on St Thomas’s Street 
(SZ321963 – Post Code SO41 9NA) (free parking from 6.00pm) and meet at 
the ticket machines. We’ll do a tour of the three Swift breeding sites and enjoy 
some low flying parties. The walk will end at the Kings Arms on St Thomas’s 
Street for refreshments and a close encounter with breeding Swifts. 
Walk category A.  
Note that good sightings of Swift’s are dependent on fine weather so 
please call the leader in advance of travelling to check if the walk is on. 
 
Wednesday 20

th
 June – Woodcock Roding at Burley Old Inclosure 

Leader Dave Munday (01489 576641)             8.00pm until 10.30pm. 
Park at the Anderwood Inclosure car park, which is off the Burley to Lyndhurst 
Road at (SU249059). Expected species on this walk on gravel paths are 
roding Woodcock, calling Tawny Owls and churring Nightjar. Bring a torch 
(new batteries) and wear plenty of ‘anti-mozzy’ cream (DEET) or nets.  
Walk category B. 
Note that this walk is dependent on fine weather so please call the leader 
in advance of travelling to check if the walk is on. 
 
Saturday 23

rd
 June - Kings Hat Inclosure. 

Leader Ted Barnes (078110492810 or 02380266774) 
                                                               10.30am until 12.30pm (2¼ miles). 
Meet in the car park at SU386054 (OS- OL22) for this walk through the  
enclosure containing both coniferous and deciduous woodland and heath 
land. Possible species include Redstart, Woodlark, and raptors. Some  orchids 
may also be seen. Walk category B. 
 

mailto:andy@tali.me.uk
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Saturday 15th July – Test Way 
Leader John Clark (02380 618604)       10.00am until 2.30pm 
Meet in the lay-by on the Romsey to Stockbridge road pass the Bear and 
Ragged Staff at SU335258 looking for Warblers and farm birds. Bring  
coffee/lunch. Walk category B. 
 
Saturday 28

th
 July – HOS Photography Workshop 

 
Details are just being finalised, but highly-successful professional wildlife 
photographers Andrew Cleave and Paul Sterry have agreed to run a  
half-day Photography Workshop for HOS on Saturday 28 July. This will be 
based at the Memorial Hall in Littleton, near Winchester, and will include 
sessions on the types of equipment available, techniques to get the best 
shots, and focus groups to discuss individual issues. 
  
Full details will be published on the HOS website as soon as they are 
available, but feel free to register your interest by emailing Keith  
Betton - keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 
Sunday 5

th
 August – Lower Test, Testwood Park Testwood Lakes and 

Nursling 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)             10.00am until 3.00pm (5 miles). 
Meet at the Testwood Lake car park (SU346152) for this joint walk with the 
Southampton Natural History Society looking for birds and butterflies in a 
variety of habitats. Bring stout shoes and lunch. Walk category B. 
 
Tuesday 14

th
 August – Warsash 

Leader Richard Carpenter (01329 066856 or 07849 184316)  
              10.00am until 2.00pm (3 – 4 miles). 
Meet in the passage Lane car park, north of the marina at SU489062.  
We will be looking for early autumn migrants. Bring coffee/lunch. 
Walk category A. 
 
Saturday 25

th
 August – Hamble Common, Hamble Airfield, West 

Wood (Hamble) and Westfield Common. 
Leader Phil Budd (07748 236666)         10.30am until 3.30 pm (4.5 miles). 
Meet at Hamble shore car park (SU482059) for this joint walk with  
Southampton Natural History Society looking for birds and butterflies in 
heath land, woodland and urban areas. Bring stout shoes and lunch. Walk 
category B. 
 
 
 

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
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    Pictures from HOS Field Meetings and on other trips  
                            by Victor Humphrey 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Top: HOS walk Hillhead 4.1.18 
 
Second top: Brent Goose on 
HOS walk at Farlington 7.1.18 
 
Second bottom: Goosander  
Southampton Common 25.1.18 
 
Bottom (left): Starling Portsmouth 
15.2.18 
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Poole Harbour, Dorset: 28th January 2018 

 
The day was overcast, dull and wet. A consistent rain band was present for        
almost all the walk limiting avian activity. By the time we arrived at    Little Sea the 
species total was Carrion Crow, Mute Swan, Cormorant, Herring Gull and Robin. 
Lunch was spent in the Brands Bay hide due to the wet weather, but the north 
shore provided more of interest as we saw Wigeon, Curlew, Teal, Shelduck, five 
Avocet feeding together on the incoming tide, Oystercatcher, Brent Geese, Little 
Egret, Pintail, Dunlin, a solitary Grey Plover (there may have been more further 
away but the rain compromised visual clarity at any distance). Also evident were 
Greater and Lesser Black Backed gulls, Great Crested Grebe, Shoveler, Black 
Headed gull, Magpie and some rather damp Meadow Pipits which did nonetheless 
manage to fly away from us as we trudged back to the ferry.     

Julian  Moseley. 
  

Sport’s Centre and Lord’s Wood:  
31th March 2018 

  
Well actually nobody turned up for this one, not surprising as it was such a chilly, 
damp and overcast day and perhaps the fact that it was Easter  
Saturday didn’t help. My girlfriend and I went for a two hour walk around the       
perimeter of the Southampton Sports Centre anyway but didn’t get as far as Lord’s 
Wood, so that woodland was not visited at all on this occasion. 
 
30 species of birds were seen. The list, in order of first identification, was:        
Blackbird, Robin, Jackdaw, Starling, Goldfinch, Pied Wagtail, Dunnock,             
Woodpigeon, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Carrion Crow, Nuthatch, Magpie, Wren , Stock 
Dove, Greenfinch, Mistle Thrush, Black-headed Gull, Song Thrush, Great Tit, 
Green Woodpecker (very noisy), Jay (4 together in Red Lodge Woods),            
Great-spotted Woodpecker, Long-tailed Tit, Bullfinch (3 seen in total and feeding 
on the opening buds of Beech), Grey Wagtail, Chaffinch, Herring Gull,                     
Lesser Black-backed Gull and Siskin.  
 
No great rarities then but the six Siskins at the end appeared to be feeding on the 
opening buds of a Sycamore close to The View (pub), perhaps these are quite 
sweet and nutritious and contain ’maple syrup’. Another bird of interest near to 
these Siskins was the partial albino Blackbird with a good speckling of white    
feathers.  

 
Not really much else to say about this walk apart from the fact that there were  
surprisingly few people about and in the grassy areas the going was soft or very 
soft! One of the woodland areas was particularly messy after six inches of rain in 
March, but I was still surprised to see small splattering's  of mud almost as far up  

Reports of previous HOS walks 
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as my shoulder when I got home. Patiently waiting for spring were several clumps of 
wild Primrose, they are still waiting at the time of writing. It’s 12th April and as I look 
out of the window no sign of that characteristic warm, spring sunshine yet! 

 

Phil Budd 
 

                Inkpen Beacon: 7
th

 April 2018 

Four intrepid souls joined the leader on this revived walk from the past H.O.S. 
calendar. A blustery day with rather leaden skies didn’t prevent the Red Kites from 
assembling as four were seen from the car park sliding across the sky and more as 
the walk progressed. I finally stopped counting at 29…. I suspect the total would have 
been at least half as much again. Descending a meadow gully towards Combe village 
Moschatel was seen by an observant member of the party (Mary P) and even more 
impressive was that it was still tightly in bud. Blue Tit, Chaffinch, Great Tit, Robins 
and Wrens sang and called in the foliage, while numerous Pheasant dotted the 
surrounding fields. Skylark song cascaded down, a Yellowhammer was perched in 
the hedge, Dunnock trilled from within and Green Woodpecker called on at least 
three different occasions. The fluty song of Mistle Thrush echoed in the woodland 
whilst Long Tailed Tit, Coal tit and Wren could be seen and heard. Jay squawked 
raucously while Raven could be heard croaking from  much higher in the sky.  

Following the bank top footpath up Church Lane Chiffchaff called in the hedge, 
Fieldfare were seen, a little party of five Bullfinch a couple of males and the rest 
juveniles or females flitted across the path. Descending into an old abandoned Hazel 
coppice which had been known as a good area for Willow Tit we were eventually 
lucky. A single bird, identified on call, flew into a Horse Chestnut and flitted from 
branch to branch, feeding. Visual confirmation was challenging as it was contrasted 
against a bright sky but a dark cap could be seen momentarily as it fed. Following 
lunch a higher level return along the field footpaths proved mundane except for the 
unmistakeable cascading song of a Corn Bunting perched on a Gorse bush. 

Julian Moseley  
 

Left: Blackbird  
partial albino 
Romsey 5.3.18  
Andy Tew 
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  Farming our Wildlife to Extinction – an update 
 
France has become the latest country to declare itself a disaster zone for birds 
(Guardian 21/3/18) (a). Recent studies have revealed steep declines in farmland bird 
numbers (they have fallen by a third in 15 years) for which they are blaming the  
pesticide-induced wipe-out of insect life that has been encouraged by the European 
Union’s CAP. The co-author of one of the studies says ‘We are turning our farmland 
into a desert’.  Meanwhile environmentalists are warning that insect and bird  
numbers will collapse further across Europe because the EU is in a ‘state of denial’ 
about destructive farming practices and the agriculture ministers of most member 
states just want ‘business as usual’ (Guardian 23/3/18) (b). Part of the problem is 
that most subsidies are related to land area rather than good environmental practice 
so that farmers are incentivised to treat nature as dispensable. But it doesn’t need to 
be that way; for instance the RSPB’s Hope Farm in Cambridgeshire, established with 
the purpose of showing how farming could be done in harmony with nature, has seen 
a trebling of bird numbers over the last 17 years (c).  
 
Why do politicians seem so blind to environmental consequences? Is it simply that 
they cynically perceive voters to be a materialistic bunch of super-consumers who 
will judge them at the ballot box according to how much they have been able to 
gorge themselves over the past parliamentary term? And is there some truth in this? 
Certainly environmental concerns rank low in both voter and candidate interests at 
elections. For instance, we seem less interested in what is happening to the  
environment than what is happening to our income and our ability to consume. Now 
we are leaving the EU the government is addressing the issue of Britain’s agricultural 
future and it will be interesting to see whether their policy is more environmentally 
sensitive than that of the EU. One big problem is that the general public does not 
seem to be asking for a better deal for the environment while the farming lobby as 
represented by the National Farmers Union is very powerful. So what chance an 
environmentally sensitive outcome? An excellent review of the possibilities is  
provided by Miles King in his article ‘A Pebble in the Pond’ (d).  
 
Looking more widely, a new UN-backed report concludes that the on-going  
destruction of nature, whether caused by farming or other human activities, is as 
dangerous as climate change and will ultimately undermine the survival of human 
societies. They consider that although governments know we have a problem they 
are not doing anything about it (Guardian 23/3/18) (e).  
 

John Jones 
 
(a)  https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/21/europe-faces-
biodiversity-oblivion-after-collapse-in-french-bird-populations 
(b)  https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/23/eu-in-state-of-denial-
over-destructive-impact-of-farming-on-wildlife 
(c)  http://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/RSPB-Nature-friendly-farming-reaps-
record-rewards-at-RSPB-Hope-Farm.aspx?s_id=435937378 
(d)  http://peopleneednature.org.uk/public-realm-policy/pebble-in-the-pond/ 
(e)  https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/23/destruction-of-nature-as-
dangerous-as-climate-change-scientists-warn 
 
Note that all Guardian articles are freely accessible on-line at www.theguardian.com  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/21/europe-faces-biodiversity-oblivion-after-collapse-in-french-bird-populations
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/21/europe-faces-biodiversity-oblivion-after-collapse-in-french-bird-populations
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/23/eu-in-state-of-denial-over-destructive-impact-of-farming-on-wildlife
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/23/eu-in-state-of-denial-over-destructive-impact-of-farming-on-wildlife
http://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/RSPB-Nature-friendly-farming-reaps-record-rewards-at-RSPB-Hope-Farm.aspx?s_id=435937378
http://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/Content/RSPB-Nature-friendly-farming-reaps-record-rewards-at-RSPB-Hope-Farm.aspx?s_id=435937378
http://peopleneednature.org.uk/public-realm-policy/pebble-in-the-pond/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/23/destruction-of-nature-as-dangerous-as-climate-change-scientists-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/23/destruction-of-nature-as-dangerous-as-climate-change-scientists-warn
http://www.theguardian.com
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                       Is it the supermarkets fault? 
 
There has been a lot of discussion lately over the decline in our  
farmland bird population. Receiving the full brunt of this voiced wrath 
are the farmers and agrochemicals companies, but should they get the 
blame totally? 
 
There is no doubt that man is the architect of how this planet’s looks and 
functions, all the ills and other turbulent conservational disasters of the 
world can be directed instantly at our feet. 
 
When I was a lad, there did seem to be more birds, whether that’s just a 
nostalgic reminisce kick or fact, who can tell?  But, there did appear to be 
more Chaffinches, fields had more Skylarks breeding within them and the 
hedgerows heralded the song of the Yellowhammer. 
 
Farms were family run smallholdings of mixed livestock and crops with their 
produce being sold locally. By and large all farms operated identically, so 
our natural environment had a uniformity. These farms were inefficiently 
run, a consequence that benefited flocks of small birds that inhabited the 
farm. 
  
What we should remember also of this time was that gamekeepers were 
still employed by the large estates and the farmer wasn’t averse to 
‘knocking on the head’ predators that appeared. Fox hunting wasn’t 
banned, and I can remember being enthralled at seeing for the first time the 
colour spectacle and excitement of the hounds as they congregated on The 
Green.  
 
So, we dealt efficiently with predators, cruelly, without doubt, seeing a  
Magpie or Carrion Crow was a rare event for me, I never saw Buzzard and 
a Sparrowhawk hunting was a wonder, Kestrel was pretty thin on the 
ground too, the most common bird of prey I saw was probably a winter’s 
Hen Harrier quartering the salt marsh – how times have changed! 
 
This senseless war on predators waged greatly benefited the prey species 
to abnormal numbers, so there is a valid argument that we may be looking 
back at these times through rose-coloured glasses, without fully  
understanding just what impact role we played as a species. 
 
Other things socially were changing also at this time, I distinctly remember 
when our first local supermarket opened, it revolutionized the way my  
mother shopped, no more visiting five or more grocery stores, she could get 
everything under one roof. The choice even then was fantastic to what was 
normally on seasonal offer at the corner shop. We could have fruit and veg 
out of season! I remember once being asked what I would like for Boxing 
Day dinner, and I said I’d like a salad with Stilton and tomatoes with  
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garlic bread – which I had. 
 
Having this choice changed our attitude to the food we ate, – we got 
‘posh’. It was no longer acceptable shopping at the local fruit and veg 
shop and not minding some spuds with a bit of potatoes scab on the skin, 
we demand ‘clean’ produce, clear of any defect or blemish, washed and 
packaged. 
 
Achieving perfection in food put an incredible burden on our farmers, not 
only from the increasing supermarket pressure, but government            
directives. Chemical companies flourished under this new impetus, as 
they strove to eliminate imperfection and increase yield. 
 
So, are the farmers, supermarkets and agrochemicals companies to 
blame for the decline in farmland bird species? 
 
No, we are, we asked for better, cheaper food, this comes at an            
irreplaceable cost to our landscape, farms are larger, sterile working     
environments, that are businesses designed to maximize full food    
productivity. We are the worst example of a virtuous hypocrite, we can’t 
absolve ourselves bemoaning other’s actions, but never looking at the 
scenario role we play.    
 
So, the limited birds we see on today’s farms are probably a true          
reflection on what the land can sustain, if we want to see increased     
numbers then we must do something that’s totally against our instinct,  
that is to hand back large chucks of land to nature and manage it         
accordingly – for nature. 
 

Tom Bickerton 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Right: 
Buzzard 
(very pale) 
Meon Road 
23.3.2018 
Jim Bennett 
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     Open Day/AGM & a New Venue – 24
th

 March  
 

This year there was a new venue, St Swithun’s School, Winchester, and a 
new world record attendance of 381! 
 
Hardly surprisingly, this was far more than expected or anticipated, and the 
one-hour break resulted in long queues for refreshments, and unfortunately 
one lot ran out of coffee.  ‘Coffeegate’ will not be repeated next year. 
This was assured by Andy Broadhurst and Keith Betton.  They and their 
committee members plan this day for a year, will go over things that went 
wrong (sound system not perfect upstairs, later rectified), and ensure that 
faults are not repeated.  
 
The exhibitors seemed to be doing a thriving business, judging by the num-
ber of them enrolling as tax exiles, and the constant sounds of ‘ching ching’ 
of the cash registers. Well, more like the whirl of the card machines, but it’s 
nice to see books coming back into fashion both here and nationally. The 
arts exhibits were as beautiful as we have now come to expect, there were 
conservation groups, other societies, bird feeders and so on. 
 
The main speaker, Ian Newton was unable to attend due to illness, and he 
was the individual who gave Chris Packham the confidence to give       
broadcasting a go.  At the time Chris was a fully paid-up punk in dress and  
attitude. Interestingly Ian had not noticed this, he simply thought that the 
knowledge, skill and enthusiasm of Chris would make him a success.     
Wonder if he will be proved right? 
 
So, Chris Packham took over the day, conducting the AGM as rapidly as 
possible as usual, then introducing the speakers and giving the main talk on 
photography and his recent televised trip to Sumatra. 
 
So thanks to them all, thanks to the 381 who came along, to Chris who gives 
so much to the Society (so he had to get up and out at 5.30 this morning to 
shoot with the BBC, then gave the day over to us, before going off to          
Birmingham), to the exhibitors who gave such a good showing, to the  
caterers, to those manning the doors and the car parks, the lottery, to Andy 
Broadhurst and Keith Betton and their team of volunteers. 
 
When Roy Dennis (Mr Osprey), brought his family from Scotland just to give 
us a talk about 12 years ago, there was a quantum leap for Open Day.  He 
has told me he only did it because it was HOS, and since then we take it for 
granted we will be entertained and educated, by good talks at a good  
venue, with some eye-candy pictures but with conservation and the often 
sad realities of how we continue to abuse our position as masters of the 
planet. It may be that once again there is a quantum leap in numbers and  
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the day itself. Incredible that a county bird club could attract so many people to 
a day of talks.  
 
There is a full report of the day on the HOS website. 
 

Ian Julian 
 
Pictures (below and over page) also by Ian Julian. 
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More pictures from the HOS open Day…. 
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Unusual garden visitors in the cold late winter weather….. 

See Credits on Page 51 
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Recent Reports 
 

January—March 2018    Tom Jordan 
 
Around 192 species were seen during the period. This summary focuses on larger 
counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities reported throughout the period 
(capitals indicating national rarities or species with less than annual occurrence in 
Hampshire). Most records are from Birdguides and Goingbirding websites: a much 
more complete picture will eventually appear in the Hampshire Bird Report. Regular 
site summaries appear monthly in Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS website. 
Sightings refer to single birds unless otherwise stated. Inclusion in this list does not 
indicate that sightings of rarities have been considered by the appropriate records 
committee. 

 
Bewick’s Swan: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 5/2; Ibsley/Harbridge 7/2 - 9/2, 22/3 
- 24/3, 31/3; Pinglestone Cress Beds 2 24/2 
Pink-footed Goose: Ibsley Water, Blashford 1/1 - 2/1, 16/1 - 25/1; Ibsley Bridge 
3/1, 26/1 
White-fronted Goose: Keyhaven 3 26/1 - 14/3 
Barnacle Goose: Farlington Marshes max. 120 1/1 - 13/1 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL: Keyhaven 28/3 - 31/3 
Garganey: Farlington Marshes 2 28/2, 7/3 - 25/3; Hill Head 11/3 
FERRUGINOUS DUCK: Kingfisher Lake, Blashford Lakes 5/2 - 9/2, 12/3 - 20/3 
LESSER SCAUP: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 3/2 - 4/2 
Scaup: Hill Head/Brownwich 2 2/3, 11/3; Langstone Harbour 20/3 - 30/3 
Long-tailed Duck: Langstone Harbour 1/1 - 14/1, 2/2 - 7/2, 15/2 - 19/2, 4/3, 24/3; 
Weston Shore 2/1 - 31/3 
Velvet Scoter: Langstone Harbour 9/3 - 30/3 
Red-throated Diver: Weston Shore 1/1 - 3/1; Pennington Marshes 3/1;  
Milford-on-Sea 2E 6/1, 2 13/1; Normandy Marsh 2E 8/1; Lepe 1W 31/1;  
Sandy Point, Hayling Island 18/2 
Black-throated Diver: Chichester Harbour 1/1 - 15/1, 27/1 - 28/1, 18/2 - 19/2,  
7/3 - 9/3, 14/3 - 15/3; Langstone Harbour 2 2/1, 5/3, 25/3; Hill Head 1E 6/1, 14/1, 
17/2, 19/2; Pennington-Normandy 9/1, 14/1; Lepe 9/1; Stubbington 16/2, 19/2; 
Hook-with-Warsash 27/2 
Great Northern Diver: Langstone Harbour max. 2 1/1 - 17/2, 25/3; Netley 1/1, 
17/3; Weston Shore/Town Quay/Hythe max. 4 2/1 - 13/3; Pennington-Normandy 
1/1, 28/1; Brownwich/Hill Head 6/1 - 7/1, 20/1, 19/2; Lymington Estuary 6/1; Sandy 
Point/Chichester Harbour max. 4 6/1 - 18/2; St Deny’s 8/1 - 11/1; Emsworth  
Channel 9/1; Lepe 9/1, 24/2, 28/2; Hook-with-Warsash 22/1, 2/2, 6/2, 15/2; Hamble 
Spit 27/1, 5/2, 18/2; Lee-on-the-Solent 2 6/2; Milford-on-Sea 13/2; Fareham Creek 
17/2 - 18/2; Inchmery 25/2 
Shag: Southsea max. 2 2/1 - 10/1, 27/1; Brownwich 7/1; Langstone Harbour 11/1; 
Town Quay/Hythe 14/1, 17/1; Old Portsmouth 10/2; Milford-on-Sea 11/2, 31/3 
Bittern: Keyhaven 4/2, 10/2; Titchfield Haven 16/2 - 24/2 
Cattle Egret: Warblington 1/1 - 18/2; Langstone Mill Pond 30/1 
Great White Egret: Blashford Lakes 1/1 - 5/2, 18/2; Keyhaven/Pennington Marsh 
2/1, 13/1, 24/3; Fordingbridge 2/1; Moorcourt 2/1, 27/1, 29/1, 15/2; Testwood Lakes 
4/1, max. 2 10/3 - 25/3; Fishlake Meadows max. 2 15/1 - 30/3; Skidmore 3 17/1, 
20/1, 28/1, 18/2, 25/2, 7/3; West End 21/1; Broadlands 21/2; Romsey 9/3; Nursling 
Mill 13/3 
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GLOSSY IBIS: Sturt 
Pond 27/2 - 28/2 
Spoonbill: Inchmery 7 
6/1, 9 19/1;  
Lymington-Hurst max. 
5 8/1 - 30/3; Beaulieu 
Estuary 5 13/1;  
Pylewell 1W 15/1; Lepe 
25/2, 5/3; Titchfield 
Haven/Posbrook 
Floods 5/3, 11/3 - 12/3; 
Farlington Marshes 
15/3 - 16/3, 21/3 - 30/3 
Red-necked Grebe: Pennington/Oxey 2/1 - 31/3; Langstone Harbour 3/1 
Slavonian Grebe: Langstone Harbour 2 1/1, 3 19/1, 3 1/2; Pennington-Normandy 
max. 4 2/1 - 8/1, max. 3 25/1 - 26/2, 3/3 - 4/3; Weston Shore 4/1 - 20/1; Hill Head 
7/1; Chichester Harbour 1-3 8/1 - 16/1, 29/1; Lepe 20/1 
Black-necked Grebe: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes max. 2 1/1 - 25/2, 9/3,  
22/3 - 25/3; Langstone Harbour max. 18 1/1 - 6/3; Keyhaven 4 4/1, 5/1; Lepe 2 8/1 
Marsh Harrier: Keyhaven-Normandy max. 4 1/1 - 7/3; Farlington Marshes/
Langstone Harbour 1/1 - 11/1, 16/2 - 17/2, 24/2, 4/3; Titchfield Haven max. 3  
3/1 - 7/2, 3 5/3, 23/3; Fishlake Meadows 6/1, 22/1, 4/2, 28/2, 11/3; Harbridge 7/1; 
Lower Test 8/1, 4/2; Beaulieu Road 13/1; Chilling 17/1; Hook-with-Warsash 27/1, 
1/2; Crofton Cemetery 17/2; Lymington River 18/2, 25/2; Calshot Spit 12/3; Lepe 
12/3; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 18/3; Badminston GP 18/3; Fawley 23/2; 
Workman’s Lane 26/3 
Hen Harrier: Alresford Pond 7/1, 10/1, 19/1, 7/2, 17/2 
Osprey: Trigpoint Hill, Timsbury 13/3; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 14/3, 21/3; 
Paultons Park 27/3; Emer Bog 29/3 
Avocet: Keyhaven-Normandy Marsh max. 18 2/1 - 7/3; Farlington Marshes max. 
38 6/1 - 4/3; Titchfield Haven 3/2; Hill Head 3 8/2; Eling Great Marsh 19/2,  
2 4/3 - 5/3, 19/3; Hook-with-Warsash 2 20/2; Baffins Pond, Portsmouth 2 1/3;  
Weston Shore 1/3; Hamble Estuary 2/3, 10/3; Curbridge 2 5/3 
Little Ringed Plover: Weston Shore 11/3; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes  
13/3 - 19/3, 3 20/3, 2 25/3; Edenbrook Country Park 16/3, 18/3, 2 19/3; Fleet Pond 
2 18/3; Alresford Watercress Beds 20/3 - 25/3; Keyhaven 31/3 
Whimbrel: Eling 1/1, 11/1; Cams Bay 4/1, 4/2, 3/3, 25/3; Keyhaven 4/1, 30/3, 31/3; 
Hayling Oysterbeds 27/3; Milford-on-Sea 30/3 
Ruff: Titchfield Haven 1/1 - 7/1, 10/2, 18/2, max. 3 3/3 - 29/3; Pennington Marsh 
max. 6 2/1 - 29/1, max. 9 3/3 - 31/3; Milford-on-Sea max. 7 11/2 - 28/2 
Purple Sandpiper: Milford-on-Sea 2 3/1, 27/2; Southsea Castle max. 15 5/1 - 27/3; 
Pennington 11/1 - 24/3 

 

Right: Glossy Ibis 
Sturt Pond  
28.2.18  
Gareth Rees 
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Spotted Redshank: Keyhaven-Normandy max. 8 2/1 - 25/3; Emsworth 12/1, 10/2, 
21/2; Lepe 20/1, 5/3; Bury Marsh 4/3 
Jack Snipe: Oxey Marsh 14/1; Lakeside Country Park 21/1, 3 18/2; Lower Test 2 
4/2; Matley Heath, NF 2 11/2; Keyhaven 27/2; Sturt Pond 2 28/2; The Vyne 1/3; 
Bickton 1/3 
Great Skua: Chilling 17/1; Lepe 1W 20/1 
BLACK GUILLEMOT: Lepe 8/1 
Kittiwake: Milford-on-Sea 1E 3/1, 1W 6/1; Langstone Harbour 3/1; Hamble Point 
25/1; Fareham Creek 4/2; Chichester Harbour 8/3 
Ring-billed Gull: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 1/1 - 31/3; Tidpit Down 6/3 
Yellow-legged Gull: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes max. 11 1/1 - 23/3; Hill Head 
1/1; Centurion Business Park 2 5/1 - 19/1; Tidpit Down max. 5 10/2 - 16/2;  
Ramptons Lane 11/2; Overton 25/2; Lower Test 1/3, Posbrook Floods 4/3; Tipner 
Lake, Portsmouth Harbour 20/3, 22/3, 26/3, 27/3 
Caspian Gull: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 1/1, 21/1 - 22/1, 28/1, max. 2  
3/2 - 27/2, 3/3; Tidpit Down max. 2 8/2 - 16/2, 2 6/3; Chandler’s Ford 9/2 
Iceland Gull: Hurst Castle 14/1; Keyhaven 21/1 - 4/2; Ibsley Water, Blashford 
Lakes 31/1 - 9/2, 26/3, 31/3; Redbridge Wharf 4/3; Posbrook Floods 5/3; Weston 
Shore 6/3; Tidpit Down 10/3 
THAYER’S GULL: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 28/1 - 3/3; Tidpit Down  
5/2 - 21/2, 6/3 

 
Short-eared Owl: Milkham Bottom, NF 
2/1; Hannington 12/1; Lower Test 13/1; 
Farlington Marshes 19/1, 19/2, 21/2, 
24/3; Pennington Marshes 1/2, 5/2, 
26/3; Burridge 14/2 
Hobby: St Leonards 25/3; Nursling 
29/3; Lower Test 31/3 
Merlin: Black Gutter Bottom, NF 1-2 2/1 
- 17/1; Keyhaven-Oxey Marsh 2/1, 5/1, 

26/1, 4/2, 6/3; Brownwich 6/1; Shatterford, NF 3 7/1; Ivy Lake, Blashford Lakes 7/1; 
Ober Heath, NF 7/1; Ripley Farm Reservoir 14/1; Milkham Bottom, NF 16/1, 20/1, 
20/2; Woodfidley Passage, NF 19/1; Picket Post, NF 2/2; Slufters Inclosure, NF 
7/2; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 15/2, 7/3; Beaulieu Heath, NF 16/2; Langstone 
Harbour/Farlington Marshes 17/2, 20/2; Back Point, Hayling Island 19/2; Acres 
Down, NF 23/2; Pondhead Farm, NF 25/2; Badminston Plantation 25/2; Clay Hill, 
NF 27/2 
Ring-necked Parakeet: Rownhams 12/1; Nursling 14/1, 30/1, 28/3; Southampton 
2 3/2 - 16/2 
Great Grey Shrike: Kings Garden, NF 16/1; Milkham Bottom, NF 20/1, 4/2 - 6/2; 
Picket Post, NF 28/1, 29/1; Vereley Hill, NF 11/2; Markway Inclosure, NF 25/2; 
Crab Tree Bog, NF 27/2; Burley, NF 4/3; Ferny Knap, NF 4/3; Cranesmoor 6/3 - 8/3 
Sand Martin: [First records] Brownwich 11/3; Pennington Marsh 13/3, 14/3; Ibsley 
Water, Blashford Lakes 14/3; Rockford Lake, Blashford Lakes 7 14/3 
Barn Swallow: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 20/3, 30/3, 31/3; Testwood Lakes 
27/3, 31/3; Fishlake Meadows 3 29/3 - 30/3; Pennington Marsh 31/3; Nursling 31/3 
 

Left: Thayer’s Gull Tidpit  
9.2.18 Gareth Rees 
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Waxwing: Bramshill Plantation 2 11/2; Hartley Wintney 11/2; North Camp, 
Farnborough 14/2 
Black Redstart: Eastoke, Hayling Island 9/1, max. 3 6/2 - 6/3; Fort Cumberland 10/1; 
Ringwood 13/1; Portsmouth Dockyard 19/1; Gosport 3/2, 4 17/2, 1 18/2; Old 
Portsmouth 3 7/2 - 12/2; East Meon 8/2; Fratton, Portsmouth 16/2; North End, 
Portsmouth 2 13/3 
Wheatear: [First records] Hurst Castle 13/3; Linwood 14/3; Farlington Marshes 14/3; 
Eastoke, Hayling Island 15/3; Warsash 16/3 
Water Pipit: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 1/1 - 21/1, 3/2, 17/2, 14/3, 19/3; Titchfield 
Canal Path 1/1, 5 18/2, max. 4 4/3 - 7/3; Lower Test max. 2 1/1 - 19/1; Pennington 
Marsh 2/1; Alresford Cress Beds 10/1, 4 22/1, max. 8 2/2 - 24/2, max. 14 13/3 - 29/3; 
Farlington Marshes 17/2, 23/2, 30/3, 31/3; St Mary Bourne 18/2, 24/3 
LITTLE BUNTING: North Baddesley 17/3 - 25/3 

 

PLEASE SEND RECORDS TO THE COUNTY RECORDER SO THAT THEY CAN 
BE INCLUDED IN THE HOS DATABASE AND HAMPSHIRE BIRD REPORT.     
SEND TO: 

Keith Betton, 8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill, Farnham, GU9 0DR (Tel. 01252 724068) 
Email: keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 
Records can be submitted as an email attachment using the Recording Form 
available from the home page of the HOS website: http://www.hos.org.uk/ 
 
Thank you 

 

Tom Jordan 
 
 

   Little Bunting North Baddesley 18.3.2018 Carol Thorpe 

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
http://www.hos.org.uk/
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   Winter birds not normally seen in summer……… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

See Credits on Page 51 
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See Credits 
on Page 51 
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   HOS Cryptic Crossword No.2, by A. Johnson 
 
Another crossword specifically designed for Hampshire birders. Again, most of the 
answers are bird names, but rather than simply put ‘bird’ or similar as the meaning, 
many of the descriptions require rather more lateral thinking! Others may be  
related to natural history (one theme in particular!) or just fill the gaps, but there are 
some very specific  Hampshire references. The solution to crossword no.1 follows 
below (pages 44 & 45). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Across 

 
1 On the water – American, Polish, French – the English had surrounded 

(10) 
5 Orchid goes missing for long intervals (4) 
9 Sings “The Holly and the Ivy”, perhaps (11) 
11 Permit to discard rubbish catches issued to North Sea fisher (6,4) 
14 Famous rock formation of notable relief? (5) 
16 Bronze Age relics, first found in tropical America (7) 
18 Sounds like Burnt-tip Orchid (3) 
19 Trucks essential cargo replaced by East African Turacos (7) 
20 By some of this sort, a black-backed will look small (9) 
22 Joint third, fifth and seventh Hampshire records rejected (5) 
23 One that likes beaches is smart about current hairstyle (4,7) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9

10 11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27
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25  The most highly evolved Monkey Orchid? (3) 
26 Leave the Bird’s-nest Orchid? (3) 
27 Super-sonic – not this flier (5,4) 

Down 
1 Colourful American singers also busker – beg for change (4,9) 
2 Orchid found in south Wales, and the east of England (3) 
3 Migrant turned on non-drinker about silent treatment (6,5)  
4 Happening at HOS Open Day, possibly (5) 
6 Republican leader, I appear even less green (5) 
7 Gladly returns Centres lost birds of prey (4) 
8 Take a chance, by not playing the recorder (6) 
10 Seabird finally finished after a mistake that’s been covered up (6,5) 
12 Aerial in Africa at least receives short wireless connection (6,5) 
13 Creep along, following one that sings loud in Australia (10) 
15 Orchid monitoring device (3) 
17 Cliff’s left in cunning test (9) 
21 Announce bird’s lost a little weight (5) 
24 Initially mystified by Ghost Orchid (3) 

 

 

 
 

 

Solution 
 
 

HOS Cryptic Crossword No.1 by A. Johnson  

L O N G L T E R N

A S W A N S W I O

G R E A T R P R I D D Y S

A E K I S U

P U R P L E S A N D P I P E R

O E L N O O

C D E T A H E N S

H R I K T E

A T S T E G G S E A

R I E R L T

D E M O I S E L L E C R A N E

E D G A O R

G O R S E R K A Y A K E R

W R E E V E S M

B L U E T S K U A



46 

             Hampshire Ornithological Society  
                      - Data Privacy Policy 
 
On May 25

th
 2018, new legislation comes into effect – GDPR (General  

Data Protection Regulation). More information about this can be found on 
the Information Commissioner’s Office website (see below). This Privacy 
Notice tells you what to expect when HOS collects your personal  
information. It specifically applies to the information we collect on  
Membership application and renewal. It also applies to information we  
collect about you in other contexts, such as, as event participants, website 
users or providers of bird records. The way that the HOS uses and        
protects personal data is based on the Legitimate Interests provision of 
GDPR. 
The Hampshire Ornithological Society is committed to protecting your  
privacy and ensuring the security of your personal data.   
 
Membership data 

 
Members’ data collected by HOS is held in the Membership database. 

The content and management of the database are the  
       responsibility of the Membership Secretary. The database is  
       password protected. 

 
Some or all the following information is held for each member of the 

Society: 
 
Name, Address, Telephone Number, email address, date joined the 

Society, payment type (cheque, Standing order, cash, bank  
       transfer), date of last subscription payment, date information was 

last updated, Newsletter preference (print/electronic), Bird Report 
preference (receive/not receive), address change dates, payee 
reference for online subscription payment, subscription amount 
paid, membership source (leaflet, event, web/etc.), gift aid (yes/no/
not known), membership type (ordinary, junior, life, family), date of 
birth and parent/guardian approval (for junior members). 
 

      The information is used to maintain the list of members, including  
             adding new members, recording subscription renewals, monitoring               

and following up failure to renew subscriptions. The information is 
used to maintain the list of members, including adding new mem-
bers, recording subscription renewals, monitoring and following up 
failure to renew subscriptions. It is also used to generate our Gift 
Aid claim. Information may need to be passed to HMRC. The  

             information is removed from the list for lapsed members two years 
after the year they cease to be a member. Information on………..  
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             when we were notified of the death. 
 
       The address information (Name, address, post code) is sent, via the      
 editor, to the printer of the Newsletter to mail out printed copies.  

The same information is sent via the editor, to the printer of the Bird 
Report to mail out the report. 
 

The email address is used to forward the electronic version of the 
Newsletter to those members who have requested to receive it 
electronically, rather than in paper form. This choice can be 
changed on request to the Membership Secretary. 
 

The email address (or the postal address if no email address is 
known), is used by the Membership Secretary (usually in March) 
to follow-up cases where subscription renewals have not been 
received, two months after the due date (January 1st). 
 

The email address may be used to inform members of HOS-
organised activities, including workshops, meetings, walks  

       and events. 
 

Members’ personal data will not be used for marketing purposes, 
nor will it be passed to any other organisation or person.  
 

The information in the Membership Database is not used for any 
other purposes and is only shared (read only), with the Society 
Chair, Treasurer and Independent Finance Examiner. 
 

You have the right to see the personal data that we hold and the 
right to have any incorrect information amended.  You also have 
the right to request that personal data is erased, or to object to 
its processing. However, in this event, we may no longer be 
able to communicate with you about your membership, or to 
provide the Newsletter and Bird Report. This may negate the 
benefits of membership.   
 

You have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner’s 
Office (ICO) if you believe your personal data has been mis-
used. 
 

Any queries about personal data and its use should be addressed to 
the Membership Secretary: Kay Shillitoe 
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Other personal data 
 

      The HOS website uses cookies to track usage. Cookies are text files  
 placed on your computer to collect standard internet log             
 information and visitor behaviour information. This information is 
 used to track visitor use of the website and to compile statistical  
 reports on website activity.  
              
 Links for further information are below: 

 
You can set your browser not to accept cookies and referenced  
       websites tell you how to remove cookies from your browser.  

 
If you have signed up for Goingbirding, HOSLIST, or the HOS  
      accounts on Facebook and Twitter, we will not pass your details to any 

third party. Personal data and other information you provide to these 
websites is on an entirely voluntary basis.    

 
Bird Records. HOS collects bird records from various sources - with the 

agreement of the submitter. These records may contain name, address, 
phone number and email address. The submitter’s name will be added 
with the record to the HOS bird database and will be passed to the 
Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre. The other information is only 
used by the County Recorder, if needed, to communicate with the  

        submitter.   
 

Changes 
 

Changes to our privacy policy. We keep our privacy policy under  
       regular review and we will place any updates on this web page and in-

form members in the next Newsletter. This privacy policy was last  
       updated on April 1st, 2018. Before undertaking any future projects that 

may impact upon the nature of personal data being collected and  
        processed, a privacy impact will be undertaken, and if necessary this 

policy will be reviewed and updated.  

 
Websites referenced: Information Commissioner’s Office  
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-
gdpr/  
Cookies 
https://www.aboutcookies.org/   
http://www.allaboutcookies.org/  

Websites linked to HOS 
Goingbirding - http://www.goingbirding.co.uk/hants/birdnews.asp     
HOSLIST - https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/hoslist/info  
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/Hampshire-Ornithological-Society-
522213707930195/    

Twitter - https://twitter.com/HOSbirding                                       John Shillitoe 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
https://www.aboutcookies.org/
http://www.allaboutcookies.org/
http://www.goingbirding.co.uk/hants/birdnews.asp
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/hoslist/info
https://www.facebook.com/Hampshire-Ornithological-Society-522213707930195/
https://www.facebook.com/Hampshire-Ornithological-Society-522213707930195/
https://twitter.com/HOSbirding
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                 Membership Renewals 2018 
 
If you wish to continue membership and have not paid your 
subscriptions yet, please write out a cheque (£12 for single/
joint/family membership, £5 for under-18s) to Hampshire  
Ornithological Society and send to me as soon as possible 
(Kay Shillitoe, “Westerly”, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham, 
Fareham, Hants PO17 6HY).  
 
One-off payments may be made by internet banking, but we would 
prefer members to set up a Standing Order to go out on the 2nd of 
January each year, so now is the time to set one up if you have not 
already done so. 
 
HOS's account details are:- 
 
Lloyds Bank, Castle Street, Christchurch, sort code 30-92-02,  
account number 01182908. 
 
They are also given on our web site: www.hos.org.uk. 
 
We do not send out renewal letters to all members as a matter of 
course. When all the cheque payments and bank payments have 
been checked we send out a single reminder e-mail or letter 
(usually in March) to members that appear to have not paid their 
subscription. If you receive a reminder letter, please respond 
promptly and let us know your e-mail, if you have one. 
 
Note that all 2017 members will receive the Spring 2018 Kingfisher, 
so if you don't receive the summer 2018 Kingfisher (published in 
May), but you think you have paid, then please contact me: 
 

Kay Shillitoe, Membership Secretary. 
   

kay.shilliltoe@gmail.com   
 

01329 833086 

 
                                                          

mailto:kay.shilliltoe@gmail.com
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               Membership  
          Subscriptions & Renewals 
 
Please contact the Membership Secretary: 
Kay Shillitoe, ‘Westerley’, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham, 
PO17 6HY. Tel: 01329 833086 E-mail: kay.shillitoe@gmail.com 
 
All renewals and subscription enquiries should go to Kay Shillitoe at the 
address above. Please encourage your friends to join—see the web site for 
further details or contact Kay for an application form.  Please include your 
name, or names, and address in any correspondence and send cheques with 
the appropriate subscription rates payable to HOS. 
 

Current Subscription Rates: 
Ordinary member: £12 
Membership for household: £12 
Junior members (under 18): £5  
 
Application forms can also be downloaded from our web site: 
 

                     www.hos.org.uk 

Contacts 
County Keith Betton     01252 724068 
Recorder         8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill 
                         Farnham, GU9 0DR. 
                         keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 

Honorary John Shillitoe   01329 833086 
Secretary ‘Westerly’, Hundred Acres Road 
                         Wickham, PO17  6HY. 
                              jshillitoe@googlemail.com  
  

Sales Officer Bryan Coates   023 8025 2960    
 8 Gardner Way, Chandler’s Ford,   
                         Eastleigh, SO53 1JL. 
                         sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk 
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Kingfisher No. 159 Pictures 
 
Front Cover Redshank Pennington 17.1.18 Andy Tew 
 
Page 2 Hawfinch Romsey 7.2.18  Gareth Rees; Greenfinch Blashford Lakes 1.3.18 
Andy Tew. 
 
Page 22 Fieldfare Andover 3.3.18 Brian Cartwright 
 
Page 23 Fieldfares: Top: Four Marks 2.3.18 Chris Rose; Middle: Furze Hill New  
Forest 1.3.18 Martin Bennett; Bottom: Winchester 1.3.18 Martin Holmes.  
 
Page 37 Top: Stock Dove  Furze Hill, New Forest 2.3.18 Martin Bennett;  Second 
down: Mealy Redpoll  North Baddesley  17.3.18 Carol Thorpe; Second bottom:  
Redwing  Furze Hill, New Forest 3.3.18 Martin Bennett; Bottom: Sparrowhawk  
Bentworth  13.3.18  Mike Pigott. 
 
Page 42 Top: Bewick’s Swan Harbridge 24.3.18 Chris Rose; Middle: Bittern Titchfield 
Haven 20.2.18 Graham Davies; Bottom: Brambling Blashford 17.2.18 David Cuddon. 
 
Page 43 Top: Jack Snipe Sturt Pond February 2018 David Cuddon; Middle: Iceland 
Gull  Keyhaven 29.1.18 Gareth Rees; Bottom: Goldeneye Blashford Lakes 4.3.18 
Roger Bushnell. 
 
Back Page  Green Woodpecker Furze Hill, New Forest 12.1.18 Martin Bennett 
 
Note: Any otherwise non-credited photographs are by the authors of the re-
spective articles 
 

**************************************************** 
 
Please continue to send your articles and observations, by email or letters, 
however short or lengthy to: photos@hos.org.uk 
 
All pictures could subsequently be sent to the Hampshire Bird Report  and for 
future HOS publications. We welcome and  enjoy all of your pictures and  arti-
cles, even those we may not use immediately. 
 
If possible, right click then ‘rename’ the jpeg file giving the species, where and 
when and do not forget your name. 
 
DO NOT FORGET OUR FORUM – ‘hoslist ‘-  and our sightings programme – 

‘goingbirding’. 

See www.hos.org.uk for easy  access to these. 

DEADLINE FOR  AUTUMN 2018 KINGFISHER 
 KINGFISHER   1st July 2018 
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