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Editorial  
 
2021 unfortunately starts pretty much where last year 
ended up, with our ability to get out and about to go bird 
watching significantly restricted. Letôs hope that by Spring, 
when our migrants start arriving and the breeding season is 
underway, we can start spreading our own wings and enjoy 
the sights and sounds of the season. 
 
The Spring edition of Kingfisher ordinarily brings with it the 
notification of our AGM and annual Membersô Day event. 
One many of us have been looking forward to, given the 
postponement of last yearôs event and the absence of any 
events during 2020. Regrettably, while it is not going to be 
possible, again, to hold a physical meeting, we are 
planning to go ahead with a virtual online AGM and version 
of Membersô Day on 27th March.    
 
Chris Packham, subject to his other commitments, is 
planning on attending the AGM and will give his Presidentôs 
report. Further information and a link to join the two events 
on the 27th will be sent out at the beginning of March, and 
also posted on the HOS Website. It is recognised that not 
all Members are able, or will want, to join via the wonders 
of the internet, so provision has been  made for Members 
to take part in the AGM via a postal vote; please refer to 
the enclosed AGM & Membersô Day Leaflet.  We are 
fortunate to have secured Mary Colwell to give the John 
Taverner Memorial Lecture on the initiative to save the 
UKôs Curlews, and Steve Egerton-Read who will give a talk 
on the White-tailed Eagle reintroduction initiative he is 
leading on the Isle of Wight.         
 
The Spring edition provides a list of a dozen birds to be on 
the look out for over the coming months, and a summary of 
some of the less well known and visited sites to consider 
visiting during the course of 2021; of course when we can 
later this year.  It also provides a summary of the results of 
the Little Egret nocturnal roosting survey which took place 
on December 30/31st and personal observations and 
reminiscences on two species; the Common Buzzard and 
the Willow Tit.  With our annual AGM and Membersô Day in 
mind, there is a look back to 1979, and the first edition of 
the HOS Newsletter and a summary of the inaugural 
meeting, which took place on 17th March.  
 
A couple of thought provoking articles from Andy Lester, 
HOS Conservation Officer, and Andy Johnson representing 
ôself-found rulesô will give rise for reflection and debate.  I 
also encourage Members to flip to page 34 and information 
on the initiative to deliver regular Talks online, which 
started in November and is planned to continue.       
 
And finally, itôs great to give one of our latest new Members 
a little promotion; welcome to HOS Izzy Fry.  
 
Barry 



5 

 

 

 
 
 

If you wish to continue membership, and have forgotten to pay 
your subscription, please make a one-off payment of Ã16 by 
internet banking (details below). If you do this, please ensure that 
the payee information contains your name and initials. 
Alternatively, please make out a cheque for Ã16 to Hampshire 
Ornithological Society and send it to the HOS Membership 
Secretary as soon as possible (address below).  
 
We would prefer members to set up a Standing Order for their 
subscriptions, to go out on the 2nd of January each year. If you 
still have a Standing Order for Ã12 set up, please contact your bank as soon as 
possible to change the amount to Ã16. If you need one, a Standing Order form can be 
downloaded from the ñMembership Renewalò page of the HOS website. (Please note, 
adjusting Standing Orders can only be done by you, the account holder. HOS cannot 
change your Standing Order. Also, HOS does not operate a Direct Debit system.) 
 
HOS's account details are:- 
 

§ Lloyds Bank, Castle Street, Christchurch 
 

§ Sort code 30-92-02  
 

§ Account number 01182908 
 
They are also given on our web site: https://www.hos.org.uk/home/join-us/membership-
renewal/ 
 
Although the subscription increase was announced in 2019, there are still a significant 
number of members who have continued paying Ã12 for 2021. Jane Calderin has kindly 
offered to follow up on these underpayments, so if you receive an email, phone call or 
letter from her, please would you pay the missing amount. Please note that only fully 
paid-up members will receive Kingfisher magazine and the Hampshire Bird 
Report.  
 
Other members have paid the correct amount, but have forgotten to cancel their old 
Standing Order, so have paid Ã28! I will be contacting these members for your bank 
details, so that Andy Mitchelmore, our Treasurer can refund the excess, should you so 
wish.   
 

Kay Shillitoe, HOS Membership Secretary. 
ñWesterlyò, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham, Fareham, Hants PO17 6HY 

kay.shillitoe@gmail.com   
01329 833086 

 

Membership Renewals 2021 

https://www.hos.org.uk/home/join-us/membership-renewal/
https://www.hos.org.uk/home/join-us/membership-renewal/
mailto:kay.shillitoe@gmail.com
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Mary Colwell is a producer and writer specialising in natural history and the 
environment. Her articles have appeared in the Guardian, BBC Wildlife Magazine, The 
Tablet, Country Life and many other publications. She has made documentaries for 
the BBC Natural History Unit in both TV and radio. She has published two books: John 
Muir ï the Scotsman Who Saved Americaôs Wild Places in 2014, by Lion Hudson, and 
Curlew Moon in April 2018, by William Collins. Her latest book on our relationship with 
predators in the UK is due out in 2021. In 2009 she won a Sony Radio Academy Gold 
award and in October 2017 she was awarded the Dilys Breese Medal by the BTO for 
outstanding science communication, in 2018, the David Bellamy Award from the 
Gamekeepers Association for her conservation work on curlews and in 2019, the 
WWT Marsh Award for Conservation. She is also driving a campaign to introduce a 
GCSE in Natural History. She was cited in the top 50 most influential conservationists 
in the UK by BBC Wildlife Magazine.  
 

Saving the UKôs Curlews - This talk will cover the 
work Mary has done to raise awareness of the drastic 
decline in the UK and Ireland Curlew population and 
what is being done now to help them. It will also show 
how much curlews have been a part of our cultural 
heritage, especially through poetry. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Prelude to AGM & Membersô Day 2021  
 
It will be different this yearé as we switch to an óon-lineô 
event on 27th March  
 
AGM starts at 12.00 noon with Welcome and Introductions 

Curlew, Rob Porter 



7 

 

 

Steve Egerton-Read was employed by Forestry 
England in 2019 as the White-tailed Eagle project officer, 
working as part of the team from the Roy Dennis Wildlife 
Foundation and Forestry England returning white-tailed eagles 
to southern England.  Following the release of White-tailed 
Eagles on the Isle of Wight in 2019, and a second batch of 
seven during August 2020, Steve has been at the forefront of 
the team leading the project. Steve was born and raised on the 
Isle of Wight, completed his undergraduate degree at Cardiff 
University and has worked in wildlife conservation the past 
10yrs. He has had roles around the world but much of his work 
has been based on the Isle of Wight, his most recent prior role 
with HIWWT restoring wetlands in the East Yar valley. 
 

The Reintroduction of Whilte-tailed Eagles  - White-
tailed eagles have been absent as a breeding bird on the south 
coast for 240yrs. In 2019 the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation 
and Forestry England commenced a five-year reintroduction 
project to return this bird to the region, releasing up to 60 birds 
under licence from Natural England on the Isle of Wight. Steve, 
the project officer based on the Isle of Wight, will take us 
through the history of this bird in the UK and the rationale 
behind the project. The talk will also update us on the progress of this landmark project, 
which to-date has released 13 birds on the Isle of Wight. 
 
 

White-tailed Eagle - Ainsley Bennett  
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It is 2.15pm on June 15th 2035, and for the third day in a row the Met Office has 
issued a Level 3 heat warning.  Forget the pandemic of 2020, we are now frequently 
being asked to stay safe inside because of the heat.   Yesterday the temperature in 
Southampton reached a baking 38C and tomorrow there is a risk of 39C.  The small 
bee-eater colony near Fleet Pond seems to be doing well despite the heatébut the 
same canôt be said for the last remaining pair of Turtle Dove.  Possibly due to the 
tinder dry conditions at Martin Down, and lack of food,  they appear to have 
abandoned their nest site.  This may be the last breeding attempt for the county. 
 
2021 is a critical year for biodiversity and climate.  There will a number of especially 
important online and in person conferences, culminating in COP26, in which the 
world has one last significant chance to change direction and slow down the rate of 
climate change.  Is it possible? Will it be enough? 
 
2035 is not far off, and given the current trends, the period from 2030-2040 is pretty 
much set in stone.  Even if COP26 delivers a significant agreement (boosted by a 
Biden win in January) it will, according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, take at least 30 years for the chaos caused by climate change to begin to 
improve and maybe up to 80 years before some form of normality is restored.  
Assuming that the situation follows the most likely scenarios, it will lead to a 2.5C to 
3C rise in temperature and a 1-2 metre rise in sea level by 2080; so what will the 
county look like in 2035? 
 
The biggest threats to Hampshireôs wildlife come from two areas.  Habitat loss as a 
result of heat/flood events and seasonal water shortages impacting homes and 
gardens. In terms of habitats the largest challenge will be for the lowland heaths, 
chalk meadows and forested areas such as those in The New Forest and parts of the 
South Downs National Park.  Increased fire events could leave large swathes of land 
at risk from devastating fires between May and September every year from 2025 
onwards.  Our oak and beech forest is also ill-suited to repeat drought events and 
this may begin to impact that survival rates of younger oak/beech and birch trees-
reducing their ability to grow to maturity.  Drought events will also affect our coastal 
areas, with reserves such as Keyhaven, Farlington, Lepe and Pennington exposed to 
salt water inundation in autumn and winter; whilst drying out completely from June to 
September. 
 
Southern Water and Portsmouth Water both acknowledge the threat posed by drier 
summers and a continuously growing population.  Top of their list is the danger of a 
cycle of water shortages throughout spring and summer. The impact will be felt 

acutely on our gardens, orchards and ponds with restrictions in place annually from 
perhaps as soon as 2025. 

  
 

The Storm Ahead  
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So, if we know that habitats could change beyond recognition in just 15-20 years; the 
impact on birds, insects and mammals will be acute.   We are likely to see the regional 
extinction of some hibernating species such as the European hedgehog.  Bird species 
that are retreating northwards are likely to vanish; Willow Tit, Marsh Tit, Willow Warbler 
and Lesser Redpoll.  Wintering species such as Bewickôs Swan will have long gone; 
and other birds like Redwing, Brambling, Fieldfare and Brent Goose numbers will be 
dropping dramatically.   As for Waxwing and Glaucous Gull - they will be fabled rarities. 
 
Do not underestimate the speed at which change is now going to occur.  And yes, there 
are some silver linings.  Bee Eater, Night Heron, Little Bittern, Black-winged Stilt, Cattle 
Egret, Large Blue, Swallowtail and Red Squirrel where there is evidence that some 
species will thrive better in a warmer climate.   But it is worth remembering that the 
range expansion of a species like Back Winged Kite into France, is not as a result of 
good conservation; but as a result of shifting climate zones, rendering large swathes of 
central and south-central Spain too hot and dry for many typical Mediterranean 
grassland species.   Many new birds and insects to the UK are only arriving as climate 
migrants, which are abandoning locations further south. 
 
There is no point in rose-tinting what is to come.  We are in for the biggest shift in 
species and habitats Hampshire has ever seen.  The challenges will be immense, the 
scientific understanding of the speed and depth of change are only just beginning to be 
realised.  If Australia is the canary in the coal mine, then we should be aware that the 
changes we are seeing elsewhere are just the start. 
 
In my next article I will look at some radical county and regional level solutions to help 
address the storm ahead.   However, be in no doubt; change is coming and coming 
fast.  Agencies, charities and individuals will have to work hard and creatively if we are 
to avert the worst impacts.  Two things we can be sure of.  Firstly, if we donôt work 
effectively together the future will be bleak for our habitats and our species.  Secondly, 
if we donôt radically change the way we do conservation and the scale and speed at 
which we do it, we will rapidly lose the chance to make significant positive change 
happen.  Time is short and we need to act differently now. 
 

Join me in the next magazine to think through how we do it. 

Andy Lester 

HOS Conservation Officer  

 

Lesser Redpoll -  Chris Piper  
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On the evening of December 30th/morning of December 31st, 22 known roost sites 
were checked, including three just outside the county which may be used by birds 
feeding within in it. Of these, 12 held a total of 172 Little Egrets and ten were 
apparently unoccupied. A further 11 egrets were believed to be using unknown 
roost sites. Three roosts counted additionally on other dates had higher counts 
marked with an * in the table below which accounted for 26 extra birds, while three 
further roosts which were not counted on the correct date held 26 extra birds. This 
gives a minimum total of 235. 

Summary of counts made around the survey time on 30th/31st are shown on the 
opposite page.  

Recent additional counts from Going Birding in areas where no roosts were 
discovered or survey counts were lower. 

§ 12 at Bunny Meadows, Nov 6th (IW). 

§ 9 at Calshot, Nov 20th (JGR). 

§ 12 at Lepe on Dec 6th (JGR); 9 there, Jan 1st (JGR). 

§ 6 at Ibsley Water, Dec 15th (SKW) (Bickton area roost?). 

§ 17 Skidmore, Nov 1st (MR); 40 Nursling, Nov 20th (GA); 15 Nursling Nov 
22nd (PDW); c 20 seen from car south of M27, Jan 3rd (RMW) (Fishlake 
roost or unknown site in Southampton Water?). 

§ 10 at Bishopstoke on Dec 14th (JRW) (Allington roost?). 

§ 16 at Cheriton on Dec 4th (PWD) (Arlebury/Cheriton roost?). 

§ 11 at Meonstoke, Nov 25th (DGHM) (Mislingford roost?). 

§ 4, North Boarhunt, Dec 28th and Jan 3rd (PAH). Possibly flew to 
Portsmouth Harbour roost. 

§ 3, Hartley Wespall, Dec 27th (PR). Possibly flew to Black Dam roost. 

 

Going Birding contributors: Greg Alexander (GA), Pat Davies (PWD), Pauline 
Heard (PAH), David Mills (DGHM), Mike Rafter (MR), Jeff Ross (JGR), Peregrine 
Rowse (PR), Jim Waterman (JRW), Roger Webb (RMW), Ian Wilkinson (IW), Paul 
Winter (PDW) and Simon Woolley (SKW). 

Discussion 

Only six coastal roosts were occupied ï four in the eastern harbours, one at Lower 
Pennington and one at Hengistbury Head. No egrets were found roosting between 
Portsmouth and Lymington. Known roosts at Needs Ore and Sowley Pond were 
evidently unoccupied while counts from Lepe and Calshot suggest that there is an 
undiscovered roost in that area.  

Little Egret Nocturnal Roost Survey 
 
December 30th/31st 2020. 
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Site  Counted  Number  Comments  Observer  
Thorney Deeps (W. 
Sussex) 

30th pm 10 Also juv Marsh Harrier Barry and Margaret 
Collins 

Tournerbury, East 
Hayling 

30th pm 0  Andy Johnson 

Langstone Mill 
Pond 

30th pm 40 Also 5 Cattle Egrets and 2 Grey 
Herons. 

Peter Milinets-Raby 

The Kench, 
Langstone Hbr. 

30th pm 4  Peter May 

Horsea Island, 
Portsmouth Hbr. 

30th pm 0  Tim Doran 

Frater Shore, 
Portsmouth Hbr. 

30th pm 
 

0 
 

Birds possibly missed on 30th; other 
counts from different viewpoint: 5 on 
1st, 13* on 2nd, 1 on 3rd 

Ian and Gary 
Calderwood 
 

Hamble Estuary 30th pm 1 Feeding at dusk; roost not located. Richard Levett 

Ashlett Creek 2nd pm 0  Jeff Ross 

Blackwater, Needs 
Ore 

30th pm 0 2 flew over W Clay Jones 

Sowley Pond 30th pm 0 Up to 25 reported earlier in month Sue Lambert 

Lower Pennington 31st am 43 Also 4 Grey Herons Marcus Ward 

Avon Water, 
Keyhaven 

31st am 0 Also 4 Cormorants and 4 Marsh 
Harriers 

Marc Moody 

Hengistbury Head 
(Dorset) 

30th pm  21 Also 8 Cattle Egrets, 1 Glossy Ibis 
and 2 Grey Herons. 

Chris Chapleo and 
Dave Taylor 

Dudmoor Farm/ 
Sopley, Avon Valley 

31st am 0  Joy Aubin 

Bickton, Avon 
Valley 

31st am  5 Seen flying north; none seen 30th 
pm. Also 194 Grey Herons on 30th 
and 1 Great White Egret which did 
not roost. 13 seen flying north over 
Bickton at 1640 hrs on 28th* 

John Levell 
 
 
 
Roger Webb 

Fishlake Meadows, 
Test Valley 

29th pm 14  Andy Lester 

Ecchinswell, north 
Hampshire 

4th pm, 2  Mike Taylor 

Allington, Itchen 
Valley 

30th pm 3 Far lower than usual. Also 18 
Cormorants and 1 Grey Heron. 

Dave Unsworth 

Arlebury, Itchen 
Valley 

30th pm 0 1 arrived but left S; see Cheriton 
below. 

John Cloyne 

Cheriton 2nd pm 10 Flew to presumed roost Pat Davies 

Black Dam Ponds, 
Basingstoke 

30th pm 6  Kevin Duncan 

Springhead, 
Greywell 

30th pm 11 Some probably missed; 16* on 29th Keith Betton 

Eversley GP 30th pm  10 Also 35 Cormorants. 2 Great White 
Egrets feeding in area did not come 
into roost. 

Alan Stoney 

Hawley Meadows 29th 4 Feeding close to previously-used 
Watchmoor Park roost site. 

John Clark and 
Graham Stephenson 

Watchmoor Park 
(Surrey) 

30th 0  Chris Jones 

Bird World, Alice 
Holt 

30th pm  13  Alan Cox 

Kings Pond, Alton 30th pm 8 Also 2 Cormorants Steve Mansfield 

Mislingford, Meon 
Valley 

30th pm 3  John Shillitoe 

Passfield, Wey 
Valley 

30th pm 1 During day, not close to any known 
roost 

Richard Ford (Going 
Birding) 
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In the Avon Valley, known roosts at Sopley and Bickton were evidently unoccupied 
although up to 13 were seen in the vicinity of the Bickton site. Higher numbers have 
been seen at Bickton in previous winters ï most recently 30 in December 2019.  

In the Test Valley, 14 roosted at Fishlake Meadows but considerably higher numbers 
have been reported nearby on floods in the Nursling area. Paul Winter checked in 
advance of the survey for flighting and roosting birds in the Lower Test area but did 
not find any. Small numbers occur further up the Test Valley and it seems likely that 
there are unknown roosts in that area. In the far north of the county, a small roost at 
Ecchinswell that has been used in previous winters held two on January 4th but was 
not checked during the survey. 

In the Itchen Valley, only three roosted at Allington and none at Arlebury. Ten were 
seen at Bishopstoke close to Allington earlier in the month and higher numbers have 
been seen in previous winters ï most recently 27 in December 2019. Up to 16 were 
seen at Cheriton earlier in the month and it was thought these would fly into the 
traditional roost at Arlebury. This has not been regularly counted but did hold 42 in 
December 2018. Thanks to Pat Davies a possible new roost site has been discovered 
at Cheriton.  

In the north and north-east of the county roosts at Black Dam, Springhead, Eversley 
GP, Alton and Alice Holt were found to hold similar numbers to previous winters. 
Another roost in the Watchmoor Park area, 100 m into Surrey but used by birds 
feeding in Hampshire, could not be located; it has held up to 14 in previous winters.  

In the Meon Valley a small roost at Mislingford held only three but has had counts of 
up to 32 in winters during the 2000s and seven in December 2014. A count of 11 at 
nearby Meonstoke in late November suggests notable numbers use the valley at 
times.  

The bird at Passfield in the table above may have flown to the Alice Holt roost but 
records in previous winters from the LissïPetersfield area suggest there could be a 
roost in that area. 

Counts at the two largest roosts at Langstone Mill and Lower Pennington were higher 
than counts in those areas in December 2019 although it is not known if roost counts 
were made then. The lack of roosts at other coastal sites between Portsmouth and 
Lymington reflects low mid-winter numbers but probably some small roosts have gone 
undetected. The counts in the Avon, Itchen and Meon Valleys are low compared with 
previous winters; this may reflect a real reduction or the non-location of roosts.  

This survey was organised at short notice as a county-wide extension to an annual 
count which is done in the north-east of the county. From previous records, I had 
expected a total in the range 300ï400 so the total of 235 is disappointing. Roosts 
assumed to be ñtraditionalò may have fallen into disuse. Clearly more preparatory 
work is needed to discover and/or confirm the locations of roosts and the best 
viewpoints. Some roosts may only move short distances but far enough for all birds to 
be missed. Hopefully, some birds have been overlooked but it seems that numbers in 
some of the river valleys are below average this winter. 
 

 



13 

 

 

Future actions 

§ HOS to set up a register of communal nocturnal roosts of a variety of species 
as these are sites which should be protected.  

§ Participants in this survey to be asked to submit exact details of the locations 
of roosts as a first contribution to the register. 

§ Further coordinated Little Egret roost surveys to be organised on a monthly 
basis starting after the 2021 breeding season.  

 

Acknowledgements 
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John Clark    Updated 19 January 2021 
johnclark50@zoho.com  
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14 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Which Birds to Look for in Spring  
 
suggestions from Keith Betton 

Great Crested Grebe -  
Richard Jacobs  

Sandwich Tern & Ring 
Ouzel - Andy Tew 

Sand Martin - Gareth Rees 

Cuckoo - Brian  
Cartwright 

Garganey - Chris Rose 

Mediterranean Gull - Mike 
Duffy 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
- Martin Bennett 

Goshawk- Richard 
Jacobs 

Whimbrel  

Woodlark 

Wheatear 
- Rob 
Porter  
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Great Crested 
Grebe 

The display of this species is a delight to watch as male 
and female copy each otherôs head movements and  
eventually perform the weed dance if you are really lucky. 
Blashford Lakes and the Eversley/Yateley gravel pits  
complex are good sites, but they are at other sites too 

Garganey You canôt plan to see one, but watch Goingbirding for 
sightings. Birds fly along the coast but are mainly seen at 
sites like Titchfield Haven, Fishlake Meadows and  
Keyhaven 

Goshawk Watch for display high in the sky above woods on sunny 
mornings from mid-February to early April. With about 40 
pairs in the New Forest your best chance is to stand on 
Acres Down where there will probably be other birders 
watching 

Whimbrel First week of April through to mid-May birds pass east 
along the coast and stop to feed before continuing to the 
Arctic Circle to breed. Keyhaven and Farlington are best 
spots 

Mediterranean Gull From March to May they follow tractors with other gulls on 
the South Downs between Winchester and Petersfield 
such as Chidden Down. Listen for calls as they pass  
overhead 

Sandwich Tern Although a few winter on our a coast the majority arrive 
from late March to April. The is the first tern to arrive and is 
the largest, with a black beak. Listen for their strident calls 
as they fly along the coast 

Cuckoo Cuckoos have been slow to respond to climate change but 
they now arrive slightly earlier than before. 3 April is the 
average earliest date over the last 5 years, but you have a 
better chance a week or two later. Heathlands in New  
Forest are as good as any place 

Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker 

Drumming starts from February and by April the birds are 
much quieter. The New Forest is the best place in the UK 
for them. The wetter woods are best, especially birch. Lis-
ten for the high speed and gentle drumming 

Woodlark Sunny mornings from mid-February to late March on 
woodland edges in the New Forest are good. But there are 
birds also on the higher farmlands on the Wessex Downs 
and South Downs. Get to know their song 

Sand Martin One of our earliest spring migrants with many arriving in 
early March as they move further north. In 2019 one was 
photographed on 19 February ï a new record. Check 
lakes and gravel pits for them catching insects 

Wheatear The first birds appear in the second week of March  
although many more pass through in April/May. Most will 
breed in northern parts of the UK but some later birds may 
continue to Greenland. Check anywhere along the coast 
such as Keyhaven and Farlington 

Ring Ouzel Small numbers stop briefly between mid-March and late 
April. They prefer higher land and a good spot is Beacon 
Hill near Burghclere. Avoid the scrub and scan for them 
below the top in the morning 
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Around 234 species were seen during the period. This summary focuses on larger 
counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities reported throughout the period 
(capitals indicating national rarities or species with less than annual occurrence in 
Hampshire). Most records are from Birdguides and Goingbirding websites: a much 
more complete picture will eventually appear in the Hampshire Bird Report.  
 
Regular site summaries appear monthly in Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS 
website. Sightings refer to single birds unless otherwise stated. Inclusion in this list 
does not indicate that sightings of rarities have been considered by the appropriate 
records committee. 
 
Russian White-fronted Goose: Farlington Marshes 6 15/10, 24 29/11, 15 1/12, 23 
17/12, 9 20/12, 10 26/12, 4 27/12; Weston Shore 16/10; Oxey Marsh 18/10; 
Broadlands Lake 3 19/10; Tweseldown 2 19/10; Normandy Marsh 21/11, 29/11 - 
2/12; Brownwich 6 2/12, 9 9/12; Warblington 8 2/12; Titchfield Haven 2 6/12; 
Posbrook 9 9/12 - 20/12; Tundry Pond 2 14/12;  
Black Point, Hayling Island 24 17/12; Lower Test Marshes 16 19/12; New Queen 
PH Avon 6 20/12, 5 30/12 - 31/12; Romsey 16 20/12  
 
Pink-footed Goose: Pennington Marsh 25/9; Barton-on-Sea 29/11  
 
Tundra Bean Goose: Sopley 3 11/12; Pennington Marsh 4 12/12 - 29/12; New 
Queen PH Avon 3 20/12 - 30/12  
 
Whooper Swan: Fleet Pond 26/9 - 27/9  

Recent Sighting Reports - September to 
December 2020 

by Tom Jordan 
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Garganey: Fishlake Meadows 2/9 - 5/9; Fleet Pond 5/9 - 14/9, 21/10; Titchfield 
Haven 19/9, 20/9  
 
Ferruginous Duck: Kingfisher Lake, Blashford Lakes 14/12 - 29/12  
 
Scaup: Chichester Harbour 2 23/10; Normandy Marsh 29/10, 30/10  
 
Velvet Scoter: Tanners Lane 16/11; Hill Head 2 21/11; Pennington Marsh 2 21/11; 
Brownwich/Chilling 22/11, 6/12 Barton-on-Sea 16/12; Royal Victoria CP, Netley 27/12; 
Weston Shore 27/12; Hamble Shore 30/12; Hook-with-Warsash 30/12  
 
Long-tailed Duck: Solent off Lymington 3/11; Chichester Harbour 20/11; Hill Head 
24/11; Hook-with-Warsash 24/11  
 
PALLID SWIFT: Posbrook Floods 22/10; Oxey Marsh 23/10  
 
Great Bustard: Keyhaven Marsh 5/11; Pennington Marsh 28/11  
 
Spotted Crake: Farlington Marshes 16/10   
 
Red-necked Grebe: Barton-on-Sea 16/12; Chilling 27/12; Calshot Spit 27/12  
 
Slavonian Grebe: Langstone Harbour 1-2 7/11 - 20/12; Oxey Marsh 4/12 - 30/12; 
Brownwich/Chilling 5/12, 30/12; Weston Shore 6/12; Hurst Castle 10/12; Chichester 
Harbour 20/12  
 
Black-necked Grebe: Langstone Harbour max. 10 4/11 - 29/12; Oxey Marsh 12/12; 
Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 12/12; Meon Shore 3 24/12  
 
Stone-curlew: Mill Field LNR, Old Basing 11/9  
 

AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER: Farlington Marshes/Langstone Harbour 21/9 - 30/9, 

11/10, 17/10, 19/10, 20/10 

 

KENTISH PLOVER: Black Point, Hayling Island 25/9  

 

Ruff: Pennington Marsh 1/9, 2/9, 1-4 9/10 - 22/12; Titchfield Haven 2/9, 4/9, 10/9; 

Farlington Marshes 5/9, 7 7/9, 28/9, 30/9 

 

Curlew Sandpiper: Titchfield Haven 2/9, 4/9; Farlington Marshes 4-12 2/9 - 21/9; 

Hayling Oyster Beds 5/9, 2 6/9, 19/9; Pennington Marsh 11/9, 6 17/9, 1-3 19/9 - 28/9; 

Bunny Meadows (Warsash) 17/9; Lepe 1/10, 4/10; Hurst Spit 3 12/10; Hamble 

Estuary 2 24/11  

 

Temminck's Stint: Bunny Meadows (Warsash) 25/9  
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Purple Sandpiper: Oxey Marsh 9/10; Barton-on-Sea max. 26 8/11 - 2/12; 

Southsea Castle max. 15 8/11 - 30/12; Hurst Beach 16/11  

 
Little Stint: Titchfield Haven 2/9, 4/9, 12/9, 29/9, 1/10; Hill Head 4/9; Pennington 
Marsh 14/9, 1-4 19/9 - 30/9, 5/10; Farlington Marshes 14/9, 26/9, 2 3/10; Normandy 
Marsh 17/9, 20/10 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Farlington Marshes 6/9, 10/9; Pennington Marsh 19/9  
 
Jack Snipe: Pennington Marsh 21/9, 18/10; The Vyne 3 17/10; Farlington Marshes 
18/10 - 24/10, 29/11; Keyhaven Marsh 5/11; Warblington 17/11  
 
WILSON'S PHALAROPE: Pennington Marsh 9/10 - 20/10 
 
Grey Phalarope: Farlington Marshes 25/9 - 3/10, 1/11; Ripley 1/10; Pennington 
Marsh 2 8/10 - 13/10, 26/10, 1-2 2/11 - 7/11; Gilkicker Pond 18/10 - 20/10; 
Southsea 19/11  
 
Spotted Redshank: Farlington Marshes 2/9, 7/9, 3/10; Lymington-Keyhaven 1-3 
7/9 - 24/12; Titchfield Haven 12/9; Nore Barn, Emsworth 19/10 
 
Kittiwake: Milford-on-Sea 12 24/10, 2 31/10, 2 1/11, 3 19/12; Lee-on-the-Solent 3 
31/10, 2 2/11; Barton-on-Sea 9 16/12, 3 19/12; Southampton Water 17/12, 20/12; 
Hill Head 17/12, 19/12; Hordle Cliff 4 20/12; Gilkicker Point 20/12; Eastoke, Hayling 
Island 20/12  
 
Sabine's Gull: Hill Head 29/9; Milford-on-Sea 25/10 
 
Little Gull: Lepe 1/10; Chilling 31/10  
 
Glaucous Gull: Milford-on-Sea 18/12  
 
Iceland Gull: Lee-on-the-Solent 13/12; Weston Shore 13/12; Eastney 28/12  
 
Yellow-legged Gull: Barton-on-Sea 1/9, 3 6/9, 7/9, 26/9, 2 28/9, 13/10, 18/10, 
31/12; Hook-with-Warsash 4/9, 21/9, 13/11; Lower Test Marshes 12/9; Woolston, 
Southampton 19/9; Redbridge Wharf 26/9, 2/10, 13/10, 12/11; Ramptons Lane 2 
1/10, 2 3/10; Titchfield Haven 8/10, 30/10; Posbrook Floods 2/11; Alresford Pond 3 
3/11; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 6 7/11, 8 22/11, 2 30/11, 12 12/12, 2 15/12, 5 
19/12; Newlands Farm (Stubbington) 10/11; Fishlake Meadows 15/11; Hurst Beach 
16/11; Riverside Park, Southampton 12/12; Hook-with-Warsash 15/12; Weston 
Shore 27/12 
 
Arctic Tern: Weston Shore 3/9, 6/9; Southampton Western Docks 7/9; Keyhaven 
26/9  
 
Black Tern: Spithead (The Solent) 16/9  
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Great Skua: Inchmery 24/11; Weston Shore 28/11; Hill Head 28/11; Gilkicker Point 
20/12; Milford-on-Sea 25/12, 26/12; Lee-on-the-Solent 27/12; Brownwich 27/12  
 
Pomarine Skua: Milford-on-Sea 19/12  
 
Arctic Skua: Barton-on-Sea 2/9; Spithead (The Solent) 16/9; Hill Head 28/9; Milford-
on-Sea 2 30/9; Chilling 12/10  
 
Guillemot: Barton-on-Sea 18/10, 2 16/12; Milford-on-Sea 24/10, 28/11, 2 19/12; Hill 
Head 31/10; Park Shore 28/11; Weston Shore 29/11, 22/12; Brownwich 6/12; 
Keyhaven 7/12; Lee-on-the-Solent 14/12; Gilkicker Point 20/12; Portsmouth Harbour 
24/12; Browndown South 30/12  
 
Razorbill: Milford-on-Sea 30/10; Riverside Park, Southampton 30/11; Keyhaven 
Marsh 2 6/12; Barton-on-Sea 6/12, 3 16/12, 27/12; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 8/12; 
Eastney 9/12; Lee-on-the-Solent 27/12  
 
Red-throated Diver: Hook-with-Warsash 13/10 - 16/10, 28/10; Barton-on-Sea 18/10, 
22/11, 2/12, 4 6/12, 6 16/12, 4 19/12, 4 27/12, 31/12; Milford-on-Sea 24/10, 1/11, 2 
19/12, 21/12 26/12; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 25/10; Hill Head 8/11, 5/12, 20/12, 
27/12; Brownwich/Chilling 28/11, 6/12; Southsea 30/11; Calshot 6/12; Chilling 6/12; 
Hayling Bay 8/12; Keyhaven 17/12; Hordle Cliff 20/12; Gilkicker Point 2 22/12 
 
Black-throated Diver: Beaulieu Estuary 17/10; Milford-on-Sea 15/11, 19/12; Barton-
on-Sea 22/11; Black Point, Hayling Island12/12; Gilkicker Point 22/12  
 
Great Northern Diver: Milford-on-Sea 5/10, 19/12; Chichester Harbour/Hayling 
Island 2 8/10, 1-2 8/11 - 26/12; Hill Head 30/10, 1-3 20/11 - 28/11; Seafield Park, 
Stubbington 31/10; Weston Shore/Hythe max. 7 31/10 - 31/12; Brownwich/Chilling 
31/10, 16/11, 2 8/12, 30/12; Barton-on-Sea 4/11, 22/11, 19/12, 31/12; Lymington-
Keyhaven 4/11, 23/11, 2 9/12, 30/12; Park Shore 9/11; Hook-with-Warsash 1-3 10/11 
- 30/12; Fort Cumberland 15/11, 16/11, 30/11; Langstone Harbour 16/11, 22/11, 2 
8/12, 27/12, 2 28/12, 3 29/12; Mercury Marshes 16/11; Calshot Spit 20/11, 4 21/11, 2 
22/11, 27/12; Eastney 26/11; Bury Marshes 29/11; Lepe 7/12, 30/12, 2 31/12; Lee-on-
the-Solent 20/12; Chessel Bay, Southampton 28/12; HMS Dolphin (Gosport) 29/12; 
Southsea 30/12  
  

Leach's Petrel: Weston Shore 27/12; Langstone Harbour 27/12  
 
Fulmar: Milford-on-Sea 21/12  
 
White Stork: Pigeon House Farm (Widley) 12/9; Titchfield 12/9; Deerleap Inclosure 
12/9; Weston Shore 12/9; Moorcourt Farm 13/9, 14/9; Skidmore 13/9; Edenbrook CP, 
Fleet 14/9; Bickton 7/10; Ellingham 9/10; Poulner 10/10; Harbridge 10/10; Alton 2 
19/11  
 

Glossy Ibis: Sparkes Marina, Hayling Island 20/9; Pennington Marsh 5 20/10; 

Keyhaven 3/11 
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Spoonbill: Lymington-Keyhaven 6/9, 2 19/11, max. 8 9/12 - 26/12; Titchfield 
Haven 20/9; Alresford Pond 10/10; Inchmery max. 8 7/11 - 28/12  
 
Bittern: Fishlake Meadows 6/11, 13/11, 27/12, 30/12  
 
Cattle Egret: Langstone Harbour 6 7/9; Itchen Abbas 29/9; Sandy Point, Hayling 
Island 10 11/10; Winkton 16/10; Park Shore 19/10; Alresford Pond 3 21/10, 3 
30/10; Farlington Marshes 6/11; Bransgore 28/10, 8 16/11, 9 30/11, 3 6/12, 7 
13/12; Warblington 4 17/11, 4 10/12, 7 8/12, 7 10/12, 5 15/12, 2 26/12; Swanmore 
7/12; Langstone Mill Pond 8 8/12; Sopley 17 17/12, 9 19/12  
 
Great White Egret: Fishlake Meadows  1-3 1/9 - 13/12; Tundry Pond 6/9, 21/9, 
27/9, 30/9, 9/10, 27/12, 29/12; Lepe, Dark Water 7/9 - 11/9; Dogmersfield Lake 
11/9, 27/9, 30/9, 4/10, 9/10, 2 17/10; Farlington Marshes 13/9, 19/9, 22/9, 27/9, 
5/12; Lower Test Marshes 1/10, 6/10, 2 18/10, 19/10, 22/10; West End 3/10; 
Moorcourt/Skidmore 7/10, 26/10, 28/10, 4/11, 7/11, 16/11, 2 17/11, 31/12; 
Winchester SF 12/10; Romsey 12/10, 15/11; Barton-on-Sea 2 14/10, 2 18/10; 
Pennington Marsh 14/10; Solent Breezes 2 14/10; Hook-with-Warsash 2 14/10, 
20/10; Stephill Bottom 14/10; Weston Shore 18/10, 2 8/11; Sawyers Wood, 
Southwick 18/10; Woolmer Forest 18/10; Trigpoint Hill, Timsbury 20/10, 25/10; 
Testwood Lakes 20/10, 15/11, 2 18/11, 9/12; Bransbury Common 23/10, 26/11, 
2/12, 10/12; Pennington Marsh 28/10; Fordingbridge 9/11; Sydmonton 17/11; 
Blashford Lakes 1-4 17/11 - 30/12; Hill Head 19/11; Testwood Lakes 20/11, 9/12, 
13/12; Yateley Gravel Pit 25/11, 26/11, 23/12 - 29/12; Pennington Village 28/11; 
Bishopstoke 29/11; Longparish 29/11, 2/12, 9/12, 12/12, 24/12; Eversley Gravel Pit 
1/12; Hinton Ampner 6/12; Wonston 21/12, 24/12; Sherfield-on-Loddon 24/12; 
Bickton 2 26/12; Hartley Wespall 27/12; Old Basing 29/12  
 
Osprey: Eling/Lower Test 1-2 1/9 - 27/9; Fishlake Meadows 2/9 - 16/9; Nursling 
Church 5/9; Lepe 5/9; Langstone Harbour 7/9, 25/9 - 2/10; Titchfield Haven 7/9, 
19/10; Old Winchester Hill 12/9; Sinah Gravel Pit, Hayling Island 16/9; Hamble 
Estuary 17/9, 19/9; Southampton Water 20/9; Testwood Lakes 20/9; Tweseldown 
5/10; Cracknore Hard 6/10; Fishery Creek, Hayling Island 19/10; Normandy Marsh 
22/10  
 
Honey-buzzard: Four Marks 4/9; North Baddesley 13/9  
 
Hen Harrier: [Records away from roost sites] Longwood Warren 28/10; Sandy 
Point, Hayling Island 7/11; Backley Plain 15/11; Picket Post 18/11; Broomy Plain 
21/11; Holmsley 2/12; Titchfield Abbey 15/12; Ripley Farm Reservoir 18/12  
 
White-tailed Eagle: Meonstoke 9/9; Lovedean 9/9; Hythe 4/11  
 
Short-eared Owl: Wonston 6/9; Hook-with-Warsash 11/9, 27/9, 15/10; Brownwich 
22/9; Exbury 24/9; Bishops Dyke 26/9; Farlington Marshes 27/9, 16/10, 18/10, 
24/10, 2 3/11, 4/11, 7/11; Tweseldown 15/10; Chilling 17/10; Cheesefoot Head 
30/10; Newlands Farm (Stubbington) 7/11; Barton-on-Sea 1/12; Overton 1/12; 
Keyhaven/Pennington 9/12, 11/12, 17/12  
 
Wryneck: Lower Test Marshes 4/9  
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Merlin: Fishlake Meadows 11/9; Keyhaven/Pennington 26/9, 10/10, 5/11, 10/11, 9/12, 
17/12; Pennington Village 26/9; Hook-with-Warsash 27/9; Locks Heath 27/9; Pig Bush 
29/9; Lepe 1/10; Barton-on-Sea 1/10; Leaden Hall 5/10, 8/10, 14/10, 2 23/10; 
Titchfield Haven 8/10, 24/10; Brownwich/Chilling 8/10, 31/10; Woodfidley Passage 
21/10; Cranesmoor 28/10; Milford-on-Sea 1/11; Beacon Hill (Warnford) 2/11; 
Meonstoke 5/11; West Lane, Hayling Island 6/11; Broomy Plain 13/11; Trigpoint Hill, 
Timsbury 16/11, 8/12, 26/12; Home Farm - Burkham/Bentworth 21/11; East Boldre 
26/11; Lepe 6/12; Yateley Gravel Pit 10/12; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 15/12, 
19/12; Bramshaw Telegraph 17/12; Sopley 26/12; Havant Thicket 31/12  
 
Great Grey Shrike: Milkham Inclosure 15/11 - 16/11; Woolmer Forest 22/11; 
Bransbury Common 24/11 -  2/12; Ocknell Plain 4/12, 12/12, 14/12, 24/12  
 
PENDULINE TIT: Titchfield Haven 1-5 28/10 - 2/11, 15/12 
 
Swallow: [December records] Barton-on-Sea 2 3/12; Keyhaven 4/12 
 
Yellow-browed Warbler: Straight Mile, Romsey 7/10; Sinah Common, Hayling Island 
11/10 - 12/10; Drayton, Portsmouth 11/10; Hook-with-Warsash 16/10; Posbrook/
Titchfield Canal Path 28/10 - 2/11; Skidmore 4/11; Blashford Lakes 11/12 - 31/12  
 
Siberian Chiffchaff: Alton Kings Pond 12/12  
 
AQUATIC WARBLER: Hook-with-Warsash 11/9 - 12/9  
 
Icterine Warbler: Barton-on-Sea 1/9 - 2/9; Farlington Marshes 15/9  
 
Barred Warbler: Fort Widley 15/9  
 
Ring Ouzel: Pennington Marsh 10/9; Trigpoint Hill, Timsbury 18/9; Leaden Hall 25/9, 
1-6 5/10 - 20/10; Ladle Hill 26/9; Bishopstoke 4/10; Portsdown Hill 1-3 9/10 - 23/10; 
Pig Bush 10/10; Workman's Lane, Hook-with-Warsash 14/10; Tweseldown 19/10, 
23/10; Deadman Hill 23/10; Mill Field LNR, Old Basing 2 29/10, 5/11  
 
Pied Flycatcher: Old Winchester Hill 1/9; Crockford Bridge 1/9; Woolmer Forest 5/9; 
Crofton Cemetery 5/9; Sparkes Marina, Hayling Island 9/9; Southsea 3/10  
 
Black Redstart: Titchfield Haven 7/9; Hill Head 9/9; Hook-with-Warsash 27/9, 26/10, 
30/10, 9/11, 15/11; Lee-on-the Solent Airfield 7/10, 16/11; Portsmouth 13/10, 13/11, 
15/11, 26/12; Taddiford 18/10; Barton Farm 1/11; Eversley Common 10/11; Hamble 
Common 16/11, 2 26/11; Southsea Castle 19/11 - 22/12; Calshot 20/11 - 28/11, 
27/12; Nursling Church 21/11 - 24/11; Eastoke, Hayling Island 22/11, 23/11, 1/12, 
22/12; Hythe Marina 23/11; Tweseldown 23/11; Middle Wallop Airfield 24/11, 2 25/11 
- 8/12; Lymington 26/11; Barton-on-Sea 28/11; Hurst Castle 3 28/11, 2 12/12, 17/12; 
Fawley Power Station 28/11; Hamble Shore 2 28/11; Kempshott, Basingstoke 29/11; 
Winnall Moors 1/12; Woolston, Southampton 9/12 - 11/12; Walpole Park (Gosport) 
27/12; Bransbury Park 2 27/12; Weston Shore 27/12; Tipner Lake, Portsmouth 
Harbour 29/12  
 
EASTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL: Brownwich 5/10 - 6/10 
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Richard's Pipit: Barton-on-Sea 12/10  
 

Water Pipit: Lower Test Marshes max. 4 17/10 - 30/12; Alresford Watercress Beds 
max. 2 22/10 - 30/12; Posbrook 10/11, 6 12/12; Warblington 17/11, 4 15/12; Ibsley 
Water, Blashford Lakes 20/11, 18/12; Forton Lake, Gosport, Portsmouth Harbour 
22/11  
 

Lapland Bunting: Barton-on-Sea 28/9; Chilling 9/10; Keyhaven 7/11  
 

Snow Bunting: Hill Head 5/12  

PLEASE SEND RECORDS TO THE COUNTY RECORDER SO THAT THEY CAN 
BE INCLUDED IN THE HOS DATABASE AND HAMPSHIRE BIRD REPORT. SEND 
TO: 

Keith Betton, 8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill, Farnham, GU9 0DR (Tel. 01252 724068) 
Email: keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 
Records can be submitted as an email attachment using the Recording Form 
available from the home page of the HOS website: http://www.hos.org.uk/ 
 
 
Thank you 
 
Tom Jordan 

Sanderling - Rob Porter  

mailto:keithbetton@hotmail.com
http://www.hos.org.uk/
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Recent New HOS Member Izzy Fry adds to the growing 
number of enthusiastic and very talented young Members.  
   
Izzy has her own website and Instagram site where she regularly posts 
articles and her photos.  
 

@izzyfryphotography - Instagram  
https://mynatureandphotographyblog.wordpress.com/  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmynatureandphotographyblog.wordpress.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C70c792b14b5643efc4e908d8b996b3b4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637463404255214260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM


24 

 

 

Keith Betton has just completed the fifth edition of Where to Watch Birds in 
Dorset, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight for Bloomsbury Press. It will be published 
later this year so look out for a special offer in a future edition of Kingfisher. 
 
We asked Keith to highlight eight sites that he thinks HOS members should take 
more time to visit. 
 
 
MARTIN DOWN NNR  
OS grid refs: SU 058192 & SU 037201 
          
Martin Down NNR is a rare example of relatively flat and gently sloping downland 
comprising mostly chalk grassland with important areas of scrub, including gorse, 
and deciduous woodland.  
 
The days when this was a key site for seeing Stone Curlew and Nightingale are 
now a distant memory, nevertheless Martin Down still supports an interesting 
selection of breeding birds typical of chalk scrub and open downland. These 
include several declining species, most notably the Turtle Dove, which favours the 
thickets of dense scrub and the hedgerows bordering the reserve. Small numbers 
of Grey Partridge occur now but this is the Corn Bunting capital of Hampshire, 
with many singing from the extensive areas of open downland with widely 
scattered bushes. Quail are heard in most years, making this the most reliable 
site in Hampshire for this species.  
 
There are two main access points to Martin Down NNR. The first access point is 
situated on the A354 Blandford to Salisbury road 2.8 miles north-east from the 
Handley roundabout travelling from the Blandford direction and 1.2 miles south-
west of the junction with 
the minor road to Martin 
at Martin Drove End 
travelling from the 
Salisbury direction. The 
turning to the car park is 
well-signposted and lies 
to the south of the road. 
The second access point 
is reached from the small 
triangular green with the 
old water pump in Martin 
village by taking Sillens 
Lane south-west for 0.7 
miles to the parking area 
(free) at the base of the 
down.  

Some Sites to Visit in 2021 - some of the lesser visited sites  
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CHEESEFOOT HEAD, LONGWOOD WARREN AND FAWLEY DOWN  
OS grid ref: SU 529277 

  
Cheesefoot Head is the highest point on the downs immediately to the east of 
Winchester. Much of the area is given over to farmland with remnant downland 
habitats restricted to the steeper slopes. There are some patches of mostly 
mature deciduous woodland to the north and east in the general vicinity of 
Temple Valley. 
 
This area is one of the more reliable downland sites for Corn Buntings which still 
breed in small numbers. Other breeding birds typical of open chalk downland 
and scrub include Red-legged Partridge, Skylark, Linnet and Yellowhammer. 
Grey Partridge still possibly breeds in the general vicinity and Quail can often be 
heard in good years for the species. 
 
Cheesefoot Head car park lies directly off the A272 Winchester to Petersfield 
road 1.1 miles south-east from the junction with the A31 Winchester to Alton 
road. From the car park a footpath gives access north-east along Temple Valley 
towards the A31. On the opposite side of the road, there are separate footpaths 
south along Longwood Warren and south-west along Fawley Down. 
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OLD WINCHESTER HILL NNR 
OS grid ref: SU 646214  
 
This National Nature Reserve encompasses Old Winchester Hill, site of an Iron 
Age hill-fort and tumuli, and the adjacent valley, steep slopes and ridges to its 
north. The reserveôs exceptional chalk downland boasts a rich flora and butterfly 
fauna, whilst its juniper, hawthorn and bramble scrub attracts a good variety of 
passerine migrants and its yew and deciduous woods (primarily ash, with some 
beech and hornbeam) support a range of woodlands birds.  
 
Considering its inland location, this is a good site for migrants. Flocks of Golden 
Plover are regular overhead and in the surrounding fields, while Merlin, Hobby, 
Common Redstart, Tree Pipit, Yellow Wagtail, Whinchat, Northern Wheatear and 
a range of warblers may be seen each spring and autumn. The autumn passage 
of Common Redstarts is particularly strong, perhaps the best in Hampshire, as is 
that of Spotted Flycatchers, August and September being the prime months.  
 
Old Winchester Hill is best approached from the A32 Fareham to Alton road at 
Warnford. From the A32 just east of the George & Falcon PH, take Hayden Lane 
south-east towards Clanfield for 1.8 miles to a small car park on the right of the 
road. Well-marked footpaths give access to much of the reserve including the hill-
fort, but picnicking is restricted to the area closest to the car park.  
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ALRESFORD POND 
OS grid refs: SU 589331  

 
Alresford Pond is a large lake with a small wooded island surrounded on three sides 
by reedbeds. Trees and alder carr border the remaining shore. The lake is drained 
by the River Arle which then flows south-west through Arlebury Park and between 
the Arlebury Lakes to its confluence with the headwaters of the River Itchen.  
 
A wide selection of mostly wetland birds can be found on and around Alresford Pond 
during the autumn and winter. Good numbers of Coots, Gadwalls and Common Teal 
along with smaller numbers of Canada Geese, Shovelers and Tufted Ducks and a 
few Eurasian Wigeon and Pochards can be expected. The nearby cressbeds 
support a few wintering Common Snipe and Green Sandpipers, and Water Pipits are 
a speciality of this habitat, and up to 23 were present at the cressbeds in March 
2019.  
 
Alresford Pond is private and can only be accessed on foot along the B3046 (Broad 
Street) between New and Old Alresford. Pedestrians should take care as this is a 
busy road, but there is a small off-road viewing area about half way along the fence 
bordering the pond. Parking is available in New Alresford but most people park at 
the triangle at the junction between the B3046 and the Abbotsone Road, where there 
is usually space for three or four vehicles (SU587334). 
 


