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Birds in Hampshire
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FOREWORD

lT will be noticed that this Report appears in a new format which

to print two papers in addition to the systematic list without
a prohibitive increase in production costs. We hope in future to print
papers every year and observers are invited to send these to J. H.
Taverner, l3 Stockers Avenue, Wincllester.
Co-operation between observers could be much improved. There
is a lack of contact between local groups which ought to be remedied.
enables us

Some groups such as the Christchurch Harbour Group produce a valuable local report on their own area* and send it to the Recording
Committee so that their records can be used, but other groups cover
their areas very well yet send in nothing at all and seem reluctant to do
so. Many people consult county reports and it is unnecessarily tedious
if they have to refer to several different reports with varying standards
for accepting records, in order to get information from one county.

Furthermore, records from one small area may be of little importance
by themselves; they may become much more significant when related
to records from the whole of Hampshire. Similarly, Hampshire records
may acquire a greater importance when seen as a part of the records
for the whole of the south coast. The Editorial and Records Committee
therefore ask for close co-operation from all local groups.

Among the rarer birds seen during the year are : Cory's Shearwater
(4) the first record for the county, Glossy Ibis (1), Black-winged Stilt (3),
Gull-billed Tern (2), Snowy Owl (1), Aquatic Warbler (3), Melodious
Warbler (1), Barred Warbler (1), Tawny Pipit (1) the third record for
the county and Serin (1) the third record for the county.

The Report has been written by J. H. Taverner (Divers to Auks)
W.
H. Truckle (Dclves to Finches), to both of whom we express our
and
thanks.

*

G. G. PIERCE.

hairm an, O rnit httlo gical S ection.
For further information on the birds of the Hengistbury area, the Report of
C

the Christchurch Harbour Croup can be obtained from K. T.
74 Somerford Road, Christchurch.
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READER'S NOTE

THE Annual Report is basically an account of the

Ornithological

Section's activities ancl at present, this airn is best achieved by suntmar-

ising all observations for the year into a systematic list of species'
distribution. To avoid repeating similar information each year, the
Reports will be based on " The Birds of Hampshire and the lsle of
Wight " and " Wildfowl in Hampshire " and only information that is
new to or different from these books will be published, along rvith local
detail tl-rat the books could not include for reasons of space. This will
mean that the Reports, together with the two County bird books, will
always provide an up to date account of a species' clistribr-rtion. The
Annual Reports for 1955 onwards shoulcl also be used to obtain a complete picture of a species in Hampshire for these contain data on local
numbers, migrations and like detail that is not available elsewhere.
So that the reader may know what records are given, the species in
the systen.ratic list are divided into six grollps :
GroLrp A. Species where the current Report gives ALL records for the
year.

B. Species where rhe current Report gives only CHANCES
from " The Birds of Hampshire " and " Wildfowl in Hampshire."
Group C. Species where the current Report gives a SUMMARY of the

Groub

year's records.

D. Species where tl.re current Report gives only cletails such as
migration, weather movements, ltnusual dates, etc. points which
differ from year to year and lvl.tich cannot, therefore, be dealt
with in a county bird book.
Group E. Species where the distribution has changed so much since
" The Birds of Hampshire " and " Wildfowl in Hampshire " that
a full restatement of their status has to be made.
Group F. Species recorded during the year but aboLrt which there is
Group
-

nothing to report.
Groups A, C and D might contain changes from statements made
the two county bird books already mentioned and will be labelled

in
AB, CB or DB. Each

species

is put into its appropriate group

letter after its Wetmore number.

e.g. 53D Shoveler.
55.A Scaup.

b1, a

The systematic list will also form an index for the county files as a
guide to people interested in carrying out further investigations. ALL
records sent in are kept permanently in this file and observers are ashed
to send in as mruch inforrnation as possible, ntt rnatter hovr unimportant
it may seem. The majority of these records ivill not be published in
the Bird Report but this does not make them less important. It is only
when all the seemingly insignificant records are brought together that
it is possible to see the full picture of the common species and it is just
as important for observers to send in records that indicate an unchangeC
status for a species as it is to record changes.
3

Anyone needing information from the file for further investigation
should contact: J. H. Taverner, 13 Stockers Avenue, Winchester,
ln addition to the above, papers on aspects of Hanrpshire's bird life
will be published wherever possible and readers are encouraged to send
any such work to the Editorial Committee. Space may not allow all
papers to be published but a copy of all papers sent in will be kept in
the files and a list of titles will be published in Annual Reports.
Observers are requested to send to the Editorial Committee full
details of all birds that have been considered by the Brilish Birds Rarities
Committce, whether these records have been accepted or rejected. The

Editorial Committee would also like descriptions of the following
species, not necessarily full descriptions but enough to show why the
species was identified as such. No records of these species will be published unless a description has been accepted by the Editorial
Committee:Black-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver, Red-necked Grebe,
Slavonian Grebe, Black-necked Grebe, all petrels and shearwaters, Red-

crested Pochard, Long-tailed Duck, Red-breasted Merganser (inland),
Goosander, Grey Lag Goose, Bean Goose, Pink-footed Goose, Snow
Goose, Lighted-breasted Brent Goose, Barnacle Goose, Whooper Swan,
Bewick's Swan, Goshawk, Kite, RoughJegged Buzzard, Osprey, Quail,

Spotted Crake, Corncrake, Little Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover,
Dotterel, Pectoral Sandpiper, Purple Sandpiper, Temminck's Stint,
phalaropes, Pomarine Skua, Great Skua, Long-tailed Skua, Iceland Gull,
Glaucous Gull, Mediterranean Gull, Sabine's Gull, Roseate Tern, Little
Auk, Black Guillemot, Long-eared Owl, Shore Lark, Chough, Bearded
Tit, Crested Tit, Willow Tit, Dipper, Black Redstart, Bluethroat, Marsh
Warbler, Melodious Warbler, Icterine Warbler, Yellow-browed Warbler,
Firecrest, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Water Pipit, White Wagtail, variant
Yellow Wagtails, Waxwing, Twite and Lapland Bunting.
In all cases, the Committee urge observers to send in their records
at the end of each quarter but in any case, by the end of January following the year in which the records were made. Unless observers do this,
the publication of the Report will be delayed.
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BIRD RECORDS 1965
THE following abbreviations have been used: SCP:St.

Catherine's

Point; N, S, E and 1ry:points of the compass and 55E, means 55 birds
flying East: G.P.:Gravel Pit.
trr-rller details of areas are printed in the annual reports of the
Christchurch Harbour Group and the St. Catherine's Point Group.
IC
Black-throated Diver. Fewer than usual. IE, SCP on :Oth
April (SPG). Otherwise, only three winter records.
2C Great Northern Diver. Fewer than usual. 10E, SCP between
3rd April/2nd May (SPG). Otherwise, ca. l0 seen in winrer.
4C Red-throated Diver. Fewer than usual. 4E, SCP between 23rcl
Aprii/lst May (SPG). Othenvise, ca. 20 seen in winter.
5D Great Crested Grebe. Nun.rbers wintering at Langstone Harbour still below pre-I962/63 levels, the maximum being 49 on
24th February (PG). Breeding: Ash Vale G.P. 1 pr. (W&RM);
Bramshill 1 pr. (MWt); Ewhurst, I pr. (RC); Heath Pond,
1 pr. (BWR); Stratfleld Saye, I pr. (MWT); Timsbury, 2 prs.
(DAT); Yateley G.P., 6 prs. (MWT); Blashford G.P., 2 prs.

(JW).

Possible Breeding.' Dogmersfield,

I pr. (WE); Fleet

Pond, 4 prs. (WE). This is more than any other post-war year.
1 ringed Cheltenham, July 1964, found dead at Basingstoke on
l2th May is the first recovery of a British ringed Great Crested

Grebe.

7A
8C

9C

Slavonian Grebe. Very few (cl divers). 1, Lepe on 22nd
January (EMM). I, Hill Head on 6th February (RJC, GG).
2, Weston Shore on 30th December (PF).
Black-necked Grebe. Not many records from Langstone Harbour where 10 on 13th March th-e maximum-still nJt recovered
from 1962163 winter (PG). Only five records of 1/5 birds from
the rest of the county.
Little Grebe. Winter numbers still below pre-1962l63 levels,
50 at Millbrook on 28th December the maximum (DEG, TG).
28 breeding pairs found and most of the rivers not covered so
obviously a widespread breeding species (m.o.). I off SCP on
8th October (SPG).

14A
164'

164

Storm Petrel. 1 found on the balcony of St. Catherine's light-

house on 7th October flew strongly out to sea when releaseil.
Manx Shearwater. At SCP,4W on lTth April, 1E on 26th April
and 4E on 23rd May (SPG).

Balearic Shearwater.
August (SPC).

18A
26D

At

SCP,5E, on

lst May and lE on 13th

Cory's Shearwater. At SCP, 2SE, on 23rd April, lSE, and lE
on 26th April (DBW). The first records for Hampshire.
Accepted by British Birds.
Fulmar. At SCP, 62E and l22W between 13th April/7th Junel
2E arrd 12W between 30th Julyl2gth August (SPG). 4 birds at

Main Bench in June but no proof of breeding (BWR, AS,
wHT).
5

27D

28D
29D

Gannet. At SCP, 295E (16 imm.) and l32W (l imm.) between
llth April/7th June and 252E (61 imm.) and 124W (39 imm.)
between 3lst July/7th November (SPG). At Hengistbury, late
July/August saw most (max.22) with odd birds before this but
only on two dates after August (CHG).
Corrnorant. Numbers at DibCen Bay built r-rp to l40t on 2nd
October (NAT).
Shag. Absent Hengistbury May/June; winter nLrmbers there
reached 30 (CHG).

30D

fleron.

Langstone Harbour numbers low,

l0 on 23rd October

the maximum (PG).

38A

424
434
45DB
46DB

Bittern. I Walhampton in late January (per. EC). l, Gins on
28th February (JHT). 1, Titchfield Haven on 28th November
(RJC). 1, Timsbury on 6th December (per. DAT).
Spoonbill. I imm., Stanpit on 18th September (NWO, NRR).
I imm., Dibden Bay from 23l26th September (DEG, TG, JJ).
I imm., Stanpit on 6th October (NRR).
Glossy lbis. I near Balmer Lawn on 24l25th May (EMM,
NWO). I north of Brockenhurst on 26th July (EMM).
Mallard. 305 at Baffins Pond (PG), 600* at Timsbury (DAT),
400* on the Test near Timsbury (DAT) and 160 at Broadlands
(DCF) were post-war maxima for those waters.
Teal. 450* at Gins (JHT) and 153 at Northington (WC) were
post-war maxima for those waters.

47F.

Garganey.

494

Gadwall. I dead, Bedhampton Mill Pond on 6th January (PG).
5, Farlington Marsh on 23rd May (RB, JF). I c, Ash Vale GP.
between 11th September/l6th October (W & RM). 16W, Turf
Hill on 2nd November and 1, Breamore on 3rd November
(TEB).
Wigeon. 150* in cold weather at Broadlands on 3rd January
an unusual count for that area (RTB).
Pintail. Unusually regular and numerous at several localities up
to early May e.g. Gins/Sowley where maxima were 24 (17 6) at
Sowley on 23rd January (EMM) and ca. 30 (mostly d ) at Gins
on 7th February (JHT); Langstone Harbour where the maximum was 15 (PG); Christchurch Harbour where the maxi-

50D
52C

53D

544

mum was 28 on 3lst January (CHG). Regular at the Gins
from late October onwards, where the maximum was 13 on24th
October (JHT). 22 on l2th December the late year maximum
at Langstone Harbour (PG).
Shoveler. A poor year for this species, 25-l at Timsbury on
8th September (DAT) being the highest count. None recorded
in the north (always scarce there).
R.ed-crested Pochard.. I 6, Dogmersfield from 5th/13th April
was thought by the observer to be an escape (WE). The only
previous record was in I 820.
6

55A
56CB

57DB

Scaup. 1 e , Keyhaven on 20th February (JJ), 1 6, Timsbury
on 16th/19th October (RTB, DCF, DAT). 1 9, Christchurch
Harbour on 10th December (DC).
Tufted Duck. An isolated count of 50 on 6th January in Christchurch Harbour (CHG) the year's maximum for the county.
38, Timsbury on 16th January (DAT) and 35, Ash Vale G.P.
in autumn/winter (W & RM) were post-war maxima for those
waters. Numbers generally low (cl Pochard). Breeding.' Kimbridge G.P. I pr. (DAT); Timsbury, 2 prs. (DAT); Nursling
G.P. 3 prs. (DEG); Yateley Old G.P. I pr. (MWT); Yateley
New G.P. 5 prs. (MWT). Present in summer at other localities.
This is the highest number proved breeding in any post-war year.
Pochard. 47, Timsbury on 19th March (DAT) the post-war
maximum there. Otherwisenumbers low. Breeding.' Timsbury

7 prs. (DAT);

Kimbridge, I pr. (DAT); Mottisfont, I pr.
(DAT); Nursling G.P. 2 prs. (DEG); I pr. possibly bred at
Houghton (DAT). All in the Test Valley once again (see 1964
Report).

60c

61,{

Goldeneye. Maxima at the two main localities : Southarnpton
Water, 27 at Redbridge Pt on 16th January (NHP); f-angstone
Harbour, 43 on 7th February and 22 on 24th December (PG).
Otherwise the usual small scattering of coastal records but 6
well inland at Romsey on 20th February (DAT).
Long-tailed Duck. 2, Langstone Harbour on 30th January
and 13th March and 1 ad. 6 there on 14th November (PG),
4E (1 6 ), SCP on 8th November (SPG).
Velvet Scoter. At SCP, 48E between 19th/30

62A

April (33E on
29th-SPG). 2, Hengistbury on 2nd and 9th January (CHG).
I e, Millbrook Pt on 16th January (NHP). 1, Weston Shore
on l4th March (PF). 2, Hengistbury on 23rd April (CHG).

64C

Common Scoter. Early and late year maxima off Hengistbury:
300 on l3th February and 180 on 7th December (CHC). At
SCP, 4,917E between l3th March/6th June, 4,524being between
23rd Aprilllst May peak days of 2,000E on 23rd and 1.108E
on 29th (SPG). Sampling of small flocks on 23rd gave sex ratio
of 18 6 : 1 ? (JHT). In autumn there, l02E and 152W between
1st August/l4th November (SPG).

67A

69C

Eider. A poor year. Hengistbury area: ll4 on five dates,
February/March and up to 6 on about a dozen dates between
2lst November/end year (CHG); Pennington: 4 on 28th
December (NRR); Gilkicker; 4W on l71r. April (RJC);
Langstone Harbour; 7 on 22nd November and 7 through

December (PG); Black Pt:2 on llth December (BWR).
Red-breasted Merganser. Langstone Harbour early and late
maxima; 22 on 23rd January and 50 on lgth December (PG).
30, Black Point on lOth January (MB) and 28, Hengistbriy on
7th February (CHG) the most from elsewhere. Regularly seen
off Needs Oar at both ends of the year (EMM, JHT).
7

704

73D

75A
76D

80D

4E, Gilkicker on 1st May (RJC) and 1 ?, Hengistbury on 23rd
May (AEC) were late dates.
Goosander. I 6, Hengistbury on 10th March (Mrs. Earle, Miss

Gaukrodger). 2 redheads, Langstone Harbour on l1th April
(PG). 1 6 E, SCP on 29th April (SPG). I 6 , Hengistbury area
on 27th December (CIH, KTS, MAS).
Shelduck. Breeding.' Langstone Harbour, 6 prs. (PG); Titchfleld Haven, 3 prs. (RJC); Gins, 9 prs. (JHT); Pennington,
4 prs. (GG); Hengistbury (CHq).
Numbers at Langstone Harbour built up to a maximum eyer
for Hampshire of 4,000 on 27th February (PG). High counts
from elsewhere suggest a possible increase in the population.
4 records well inland in February and November.
Grey Lag Goose. Another brood raised by the captive birds at
Stratfield Saye are free flying (MWT).
\Yhite-fronted Goose. 756 on 18th January was the highest
count from the Avon flock (EMM). Many records elsewhere
of moving birds, 200W at Hengistbury on 6th January and 200
in Christchurch Harbour on 13th February (CHG) berng the
only numbers of note.
Brent Goose. Early and late maxima: Langstone f{arbour,
1,000 on 21st February and 7th March and 700 on 1lth December (PG); Black Pt, 450 on 18th January (RJC) and 800 on
16th December (BWR). At Langstone,3Wo of 576 age counted
wsre flrst winter birds (BWR).

81A
82CB

84D

85A
86A

Barnacle Goose. The escape is still present in the north of the
County (WE).
Canada Goose. ca. 50 birds were released on Lord Montagu's

land at Needs Oar in 1964 and from that time, the birds have
been seen at various places along the coast, particularly at Needs
Oar, where the birds are seen regularly and which they use as
a moulting ground. The highest count there in 1965 was 42
on several occasions (JHT). They are now a frequent sight on
the Solent coast between Southampton Water and Hurst.
Breeding.' Gins, 4 prs. (JHT); Wellow Sand Pit, 1 pr. (TG,
DEG); Kimbridge, 2 prs. (KJ et al.); Heath Pond, 2 prs.
(BWR); Bramshill, 2 prs. (MWT); Stratfield Saye, 1 pr.
(MWT); Tadley, 1 pr. (E & BJM).
Mute Swan. 135, Stanpit area on lst September contained only
1 imm. (EC).
Whooper Swan. 5, Christchurch Harbour on 13th February
(CHG). 1 imm, N, St. Cross on 25th February (WC). 2 imm,
Stratfield Saye on l4th November (MWT).
Bewick's Swan. 2, Christchurch Harbour on 2nd January and
23rd January (CHG). 4 adults, Avon Valley on 30th January
(EC). l, Ibsley on 72th February (JSA). 4, Farlington Marsh
in late February (PG). 1, Ibsley on the late date of 28rh May,
8

the second post-war record for this month (JSA). 13W,
Hampton Ridge on 2nd December (TEB). 7 (3 ad.),lbsley on
91C

93C

99A

28th December (JVB).
Buzzatd. 20 nests found in the New Forest (per DFB 19 eggs
hatched from 14 nests) and 2 known to have nested successfully
elsewhere (RTB). Away from the Forest, seen from about a
score of localities, some in summer (m.o.)
Sparrowhawk. Once again, many records from all over the
county, 2 pairs known to have nested away from the New Forest
(per RTB, PGD).

Marsh Harrier. I 6, Romsey on 3rd January (RTB). I A ,
Bishops Dyke on l4th May (TG, DEG). I 6 NW, Porisdown
Hill on 5th July (JF). I imm, Farlington Marsh on l5th/l6th

September (JFD).

100c

t02c

Hen flarrier. Frequent sightings in the Ashley Walk area of
I 6 and I 9 up to 3lst March (JVB, TEB, DJC) and of I I
from 3rd October (TEB). I ringtail, Damerham on l2th March
but keepers report two wintering there (JSA).
Montagu's Harrier. 3 pairs nested, one successfully and two
unsuccessfully, one clutch being robbed (m.o.). Otherwise, a
few migratory records.

103A

Osprey. I, Avington Park on 24th April (WC) and 29th May

(PRC).

104C

105A

flobby. A good year. Many records from all over the county
between 27th Aprill22nd October. 3 pairs known to have
nested successfully away from the New Forest (MlH, EEHJ).
Peregrine. l, Frame Heath on l4th January (JJ). l, Bishops
Dyke on 23rd January (DJC). I

g, Hale Purlieu on 25th

January (TEB). 1, Hatchet Pond on 16th February (EMM).
1, Ashley Walk on 25th February and 6th March (DJC). 2,
Bishops Dyke on 28th February (DJC). l, Keyhaven on 13th

t07c

September (EC).
Merlin. Singles seen on several occasions at four localities up
to 23rd April (JSA, TEB, CHG, JHT) and again at five localities

IOSA

from 16th August (RTB, JF, CHG, PN, NHP).
Red-footed Falcon. I imm. 6, Rhinefield Walk, on 7th June
(M. T. Barnes, C. A. E. Kirtland, O. R. Marks). Accepted by

1t0c

Brilish Birds.
Kestrel. Conflicting reports. Some observers in the north and

l15D

east suggest a further decline in numbers (MIH, EEHJ) but a
host of records from the central area suggest the contrary (DAT
et al.). At SCP, above average numbers on 2lst August and late
September/mid October suggest passage (SPG). lN at SCP on
18th April and ISE out to sea there on l0th October (SPG)
whilst at Hengistbury, 2NE off the sea on Sth August (CHG).

Iled-legged Partridge. Seems

to be well distributed but

has

become scarce in the east. JMC notes that all his records in
the Itchen Valley since 1958 have been in March/April, suggesting migration (see Bfuds and Men, E.M. Nicholson, p94).
9

116D

Partridge. A survey urgently needed since it has become very
scarce in some places (m.o.).

tt7A Quail. l/3

Longwood Warren (Winchester) from 19th June/
9th August (RC). I, Portsdown Hill on 2nd July (RB, JF). I,
Wick Hams from l8th July/5th August (MAS e/ a/.). Bred
successfully at Rockbourne (TD).

1.18F

t20D

t2tA
DND

Pheasant.

Water Rail. Usual widespread winter records. Breeding proved
at Nursling G.P. (DEC, TG) and Winchester (WC).
Spotted Crake. l, Farlington Marsh on 27th March (PG).
Moorhen. 1 Ringed Winchester, 2511165 recovered at Neede
(Holland) on

20

I4

165(WC).

t27C

Coot. 702, Christchurch Harbour on 27th March (EC) the

t31D

Oystercatcher. Highest counts : 430 Langstone Harbour on
28th August (PG); 210 on lTth January and 205 on 26th
September at the Needs Oar high tide roost (JHT); 200, Dibden
Bay on 10th October (PMD, RNM). 160 Pennington on 2nd
October (DAT); Breeding.'Needs Oar, 8 prs. (JHT); Langstone
Harbour I pr. (PG); Pennington, I pr. (GG).
Lapwing. 1,000, Titchfield Haven on l9th December (RJC)

maximum count.

133D

exceptional there.

I34D

r35C

l39F
l40D

r43C

l45C

Ringed Plover. Distinct easterly passage at SCP on the nights
of 30th April and lst/2nd May the main movement there (SPG).
Breeding.' Needs Oar, 10/12 prs. (JHT); Pennington, I pr.
(GG); Christchurch Harbour, 1 pr. (CHG). 300, Needs Oar on
20th October (EMM) a high count for that area and the highest
count for the county.
Little Ringed Plover. 112 at three localities in May (PG,
EEHJ, NHP). 3 pairs nested, two successfully, in localities
where breeding has not previously been recorded (W & RM,
MWT). l/2 in two localities from 3rd Julyl7th September (PG,
TG, EMM, NHP).
Grey Plover.
Golden Plover. Usual winter flocks of up to 300 (m.o.). 120
arrived at Hengistbury on 4th March in cold weather, some staying until 6th (CHG) and 33 at SCP on 6th March in the same
cold weather (SPG). 1,000+ seen flying over Thornhill in cold
weather on27th December (DBF).
Turnstone. Away from Langstone Harbour, Calshot jetty had
the only three-figured counts with I15 on 5th April and 120 on
26th October (JJ) and Needs Oar had the only June records,
3 on l2th and 26th (JHT).
Snipe. Several localities had wintering concentrations of around
50 but the largest gatherings were at Christchurch Harbour

(max. l8b on Z"Otn IiovembJr-CHG), Titchfield Haven (max.
150 on 23rd January-PF) and Ash Vale G.P. (max. 150 on
25th December-W & RM).
10

t47C

Jack Snipe. Widespread records up to 19th April (max. 9 at
Farlington Marsh on 2nd April-PG) and from 9th September
(max. 11 at Ash Vale G.P. on27th December-W & RM).

148F

Woodcock.

x50D

Curlew. Numbers seem to have recovered from the 1962163
winter, 1,500+ at Langstone Harbour on lTth September being
the highest count (PG). Well inland, 1S, Ash Vale G.P. on
14th November (W & RM).
trYhirnbre!. 131E at SCP in spring (121 on 30th April and lst
May) plus a vast easterly movement that continued all night in
ideal conditions on 30th April/lst May and which occurred on

15XD

a

smaller scale the following night (SPG). Heard over
at 2300 hrs. on 6th May (JHT).
Elacn<-taitred Godwit. Langstone Harbour monthly maxima:
300, 300, 550 (31st), 750+ (19th),60,65,350, 310, 200,220,30,
150+. Elsewhere, the usual erratic pattern with very few May/
June, the largest flocks being: Titchfield trfaven, 300 on 21st
Winchester

154C

and 27th November and 100 to the year's end (PCA, RJC, GG);
Needs Oar, 200 on 3rd April (EMM) and i87 on 19th December

155C

(JI[D. flurst, 130* on 28th February (DAT), 235 on 20th
April (PH) and 150 on 28th December (NRR).
Bar-tailed Godwit. Langstone Harbour pattern : over 100 to
20th February, 50 on ZTthMarct, then 100/i60 from l9th April/
15th May; 200 on 23rd May; 300 on l2th June; 200 on 20th
June and 4th July then under 100 until 300 on 26th September;
few
scattered records elsewhere apart from a large spring movement,
mainly on 30th Aprililst May. At SCP, a vast easterly movement continued all night on 30th April/lst May (see Whimbrel)

no more than 150 until the year's end (PG). Only a

and then 87E on lst May (SPG). 178E, Gilkicker on lst May
(RJC) and 22 at Hengistbury on 30th April (CHG) the only
count of note there.

l56D
t57C

159D

Green Sandpiper. Several wintering birds, especially from

central watercress beds (m.o.) Dibden Bay again produced the
largest numbers with a maximum of 22 in mid-August (SNHS).
\Yood Sandpiper. One spring record; 1, Farlington Marsh on
23rd May (PG). A good autumn passage from 20th Junel23rd
October with over forty reports of 1/3 birds from three inland
and six coastal localities whilst at Dibden Bay, frequent records
reached a peak of i 1 on 9th September (TG).

Common Sandpiper. A few winter records. 26, Farlington
Marsh on 31st July was the highest count in a normal autumn
passage (PG).

161D

Redshank. Breeding and winter numbers still well below pre1962163 levels in most places, 1,500 at Langstone Harbour on
15th August (PG) the highest count.
A flock W, SCP at night on 14th August (SPG).
1l

t62D

Spotted Redshank. Gins area monthly maxima : 4, 5, 4, ll,
51, 15,2,2 (JHT-winter counts low cl previous
years). -,
28, Farlington Marsh from 9thl24th October were exceptional (PG). ll, Dibden Bay on 8th September the most

2,7, 5,

elsewhere (DAT,

l65C

169D

NAT).
Greenshank. Wintertng birds: 1, Alresford on 31st January
(MIH, EEHJ); l, Needs Oar on gth February (EC) and 3 on
27th February (EMM). l, Hurst on 4th December (PF). I,
Pennington on 28th December (NRR).
Very few in spring. 92, Langstone Harbour on 1lth September the highest count by far (PG-50/60 the auiumn peak there
otherwise) with 25 in late August at Dibden Bay the highest
elsewhere (SNHS).
Knot. This species

in Hampshire is even more erratic than the
Black-tailed Godwit, no two years having the same pattern.
Typical was the early year pattern at the Needs Oar high tide
roost where 300 on 17th January was the maximum count for
the county (JHT) but although 110 were there on 28th February
(JHT) and 100 on 16th March (EMM), there were none at all
on most other visits during this period. 250, Farlington Marsh
on 14th February the most elsewhere (PC).

t70A Purple Sandpiper. At HengistbLrry, up to 3 until 4th April
(JVB, CHG) and I from 28th November (CHG).
17[C Litle Stint. l, Black Pt. on l6th February (BWR). No spring
records. Autumn passage late July/l6th October with 18,
Dibden Bay on 2nd October (SNHS) the only double figured
count. l, Farlington Marsh on l2th December (PG).
t78D Dunlin. Early and late maxima at Langstone Harbour: 5,000+
on 28th February and 10,000* on 16th October (PG). The
most elsewhere were: 3,000W, Needs Oar on l9th January
(EMM), the high tide roost there being over 1,000 on several
occasions with 1,600 on 24th October (JHT); 1,500 at Keyhaven on 5th December (DEG, TG).
At SCP, a vast easterly movement

all night, 30th April/lst
May (SPG-see Whimbrel and Bar-tailed Godwit) the largest
spring movement there.

1794

Curlew Sandpiper. 1 Stanpit on 22nd July (FRC). Up to 3,
Farlington Marsh on seven dates, 24th Julyl24lh September
(PG). At Dibden Bay,5 on 28th Ar-rgust and 2 from 5th/l8th

September (TG, NHP).

181n

l84C

Sanderling. No numbers of note. Inland,

I

imm, at Yateley

G.P. on 12th September (W & RM).
Ruff. Recorded in all months except May and November. The

only winter number of note was a flock wintering in the early
months at Pennington, the maximum being 30 on 31st March
JYB et al.). At Farlington Marsh, an exceptional build up in
March to 27 on 29th (PG). Otherwise, the bulk of the records
were in autumn, l8 at Dibden Bay in early September (SNHS)
and l3 at Keyhaven on 9th September being thc highest counts.
t2

1.85A. Avocet. 2, I(eyhaven on2Sthl29thMay (per Miss C. Popham,

EMM).

186A

f89D
193C

1, Titchfield Haven on 12th June (PLW et al.). 3, west
Southampton Water from 2lst November/l1th December (PF,
TG, JJ, NHP).
Black-rvinged Stilt. 3(1 6 , 2 imm. 6 ), Dibden Bay from l0th/
13th April (PB, TG, JJ, RK, EMM). Several counties recorded
the species at this time. Accepted by British Birds.
Stone Curlew. lE, Langstone Harbour entrance on 6th March
(BWR).
Arctic Skua. At SCP, 35E, between 16th April/Sth May (6 on
29th and 30th April and 11 on lst Ntay-SPC). 7E, Gilkicker

between lTth April/8th May (RJC).

195A

6 records between l3th August/3rd October (m.o.).
Great Skua. At SCP, 1W (Unusual) and 7E between l9th
April/lst May (SPG).
Fomarine Skua. 4 light phase adults E, Hurst on l3th May

198F
199D

f,-esser Black-backed

l94C

(DBW).
Greater Black'backe"I Gull.

Gull. At SCP, 26E and 87W between
l3th March/9th May; 83E and 442W between 1st Augusti l4th

November (SPG).

200F

20lF

Herring Gull.
Common Gull.

205A Mediterranean Gull. 7 Znd winter/sub adult, Langstone
Harbour on llth April (GHR). I possible adult, Langstone
Harbour on 4th July (PG). I adult, Langstone Harbour on 30th
207A

December (GHR).

tr-ittle Gult. lW, Langstone Harbour on24th March (PG). 1,
Stanpit on 22nd May (CHG). 1, Stanpit on 28th July and 19th

August (NRR), 2, Gilkicker on 8th September (RJC).
Black-headed Gull. 6,246 pairs breeding in the Needs Oar
colony, an increase of 78Vo over the last full count in 1963
(BPB, GHF, NDP, DAT, JHT).
2llc Kittiwake. Very few mainland records. At SCP, 57E and
35W between l3th April/23rd May then 7lE and 8W between
3lst July/8th November (SPG- 60E on 8th November).
2l2D Black Tern. A very heavy movement on lst May. 4398,
Farlington Marsh between 1400 hrs/1800 hrs (PG) and 204E,
Gilkicker (RJC). Otherwise the usual scattering of records.
2l5A Gull-billed Tern. 2E, Farlington Marsh on lst May (MB, DFB,
GHR-see other terns). Accepted by British Birds.
2L7 1218D Common/Arctic Tern. The main spring passage was on
30th April and 1st May (see other terns, Dunlin, Whimbrel).
On 30th April,244E at SCP (SPG) and 1568, Gilkicker (RJC).
On lst May, 619E, SCP (SPG), 1,553E, Gilkicker (RJC) and
281E, Farlington Marsh (PG-at least 49 of these, possibly all,
were Arctic).

208D

l3

111 pairs nested at Needs Oar (NDP,

JHT); all Common of

course.

1S high over Cheesefoot Head on 22nd July was unusual
heaviest autumn passage was off Hengistbury in

(JHT). The
2t9A
222D

August,300 on 7th being the most (CHG).
Roseate Tern. 1, Portsmouth Harbour on l2th July and 2 there
on 7th August (RB, JF). 1, Calshot on 24th May (JJ).
Little Tern. 31 pairs bred at Needs Oar but it is thought that,
due to high tides and trespassers, no young were raised (NDP,

JHT).
223D

224D

226A
227F.

230F
232F

234D
235D

Sandwich Tern. ll5E, Gilkicker on lst May (see other terns)
the largest spring movement (RJC). 127 pairs bred at Needs
Oar, the largest colony ever for Hampshire, nearly all the pairs
raising young to the flying stage (NDP, JHT). 250, Hengistbury
on 7th August the largest movement in autumn (CHG).
Razorbill. Odd mainland birds but 20, Hengistbury on 7th
February the only number of note (CHG).
Littte Auk. lE, Hengistbury on lst December (DC, CIH).

Guillemot.
Puffin.
Stock Dove.

Woodpigeon. 90 at SCP on 6th March indicated a hard weather
influx there (SPG).
Turtle Dove. I at Hayling Island with Collared Doves on 28th
March (MB) is the earliest ever Hampshire record.
1E, SCP on 30th July (SPG). 1, Winnall on 23rd October
(JMC) was a late record.

C

Collared Dove. Still increasing both in existing and new areas.
New sites include Havant and Portsmouth where numbers
reached 30 by the end of the year at a site where it did not
appear until the end of the summer 1PG). Many records of odd
birds and pairs at Silchester, Timsbury, Winchester, Farlington
Marsh, Southsea, SCP, Milford-on-Sea, New Milton, Barton,
Sway, Totton, Pennington, Titchfield and Hengistbury (m.o.).

237F

24tC

u4A

Cuckoo.

Barn Owl. 5 breeding records and several of possible breeding
but a good number of records of individual birds throughout the
county suggest that the few breeding records are misleading.
Snowy Owl. 1, Pennington on 14th March (RRC) and probably
the same bird at Brading, Isle of Wight, on 28th March
(J. Stafford). Accepted by British Birds. The third record for
Hampshire.

246C

Little Owl. Numbers quite good in the north of the county but

records infrequent elsewhere.
247F

2484

Tawny Owl.
Long-eared Owl. A pair appear to have bred successfully in a
New Forest locality (TEB).
t4

249A

Short-eared OwI. At Farlington Marsh, 3 records early in the
year and I on 12th September (PG). 1, Stanpit on 30th March
(GWHM). 1, Dibden Bay on 4th April (TG). I, Nursling G.P.
on 19th December (PB). 5, Tournerbury on 26th December
(PLW).

252D
255F

Nightjar. I,

256A

SCP on 18th September (SPG).

Swift.

Alpine Swift. 1, Gilkicker on 4th October (B. S. Duffin).

Accepted by British Birds.

Kingfisher. Continues to recover from the 1963 cold spell and
many records suggest that numbers are probably back to
normal. Breeding reported from Timsbury (DAT) and possibly
from the lower Test Valley (NHP). 2 found dead or dying on
roads in different areas wcre apparently hit by 1raflic.
2614 Hoopoe. I, Dibden Bay on 4th April (TG). 1, Ampfield on
13th April (WJT). l, Totton-no date given (per NHP).
262C Green Woodpecker. Numbers probably back to normal after

258C

1963 cold spell.

263F
264C

Great Spotted \Yoodpecker.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. Recorded

from

Southampton

Common, Basing Woods, Timsbury, lower Test valley, Odiham,
Silchester, Yateley, Ashurst, Godshill, Hampton Ridge, Havant,

26sA

27[C

272D

Fareham and Passfield (m.o.).
Wryneck. 1, Hengistbury on 15th May

31st July

(MIH). l,

(CIH). 1, Woolmer on
on 18th September (EEHJ). 1,
(NWO). I, SCP on 4th and 5th

Butser

Stanpit on l9th September
September and another from 2ndi9th October, (SPG).
Woodlark. Only 8 pairs reported breeding in the New Forest
(TEB). At least one of 3 pairs at Bramshill Forest bred (MIH,
MWT). 4 pairs recorded from Woolmer area (MIH, EEHJ).
A few winter records (m.o.).
Skylark. 172, Hurst on 3rd January (JHT). 14E, Needs Oar
on 9th October (JHT) and a small easterly passage at SCP in
October (SPG).

274D

276D
277C

Swaltow. Large scale movement shown by the following
'hundreds'E, Pylewell on 16th September (EC); 1,000, Hengistbury on 21st September (CHG); 'hundreds' E, Needs Oar on
26thl27th September (EC, JHT); 1,510 SE, SCP in 1l-hours on
17th September and ca. 6,000W there in 7] hours on l9th
:

September (SPG).
House Martin. 1, Stanpit on Sth December (CHG) is the latest
ever recorded for Hampshire.
Sand Martin. 1,500 pairs in colony at Timsbury G.P. (DAT)
where a juvenile bird was seen on 26th June swimming in a pool

using its outstretched wings to paddle and stay afloat (DAT).
The same observer reports birds there picking up wood shavings
from a nearby sawmill for nesting material.
15

ca. 350 pairs bred at Bramshill (MWT). Breeding reported at
(DRH). 180 holes in a new colony at Kingsley

Hengistbury

(EEHJ). The colony under the bridge at Kingsworthy

now

deserted (PJP).

Many ringing recoveries, the most interesting being :
.Iuv. ringed Timsbury 2817162 recovered Loch Lomond 2515165.
Ad. ringed Jersey 815165 recovered Tirnsbury 2915165.
Juv. ringed Binnegar (Dorset) 417 165 recoverecl Timsbury 5 days
1ater.

Ad. ringed Timsbury

218161 recovered

Morocco 415165 and

again at Timsbury in August 1965.
Ringed Wick Hams 2111 65 recovered Fourchambault (France)
218l6s.

Ringed Stanpit I I /8/65 recovered Chichester 2 hours later.
Ringed Stretton Sugwas (Hereford) 717 165 recovered Wick Hams
2117

l6s.

2117

l6s.

Ringed Droitwich (Worcs.) l4ll165 recovered Wick Hams
Ringed Wellington (Salop) 3117165 recovered Wick Hams 4 8165.

Ringed Wick Hams 2l l7 165 recovered Wolferton (Norfolk)
7

l8l6s

.

Carrion Crow. 150 in a roost at Woolmer on 30th October
(BWR). At SCP, 15 with 2 Rooks on 16th April, 2N off sea
on 21st April, I from SW turned E on reaching coast on 30th
April and 2N off sea on 4th October (SPG). Birds of this genus
have a disturbing habit of taking long flights olrt to sea at SCP,
turning and coming in again, often on a different line. This
could easily lead to records of migration that are erroneous.
However, all birds seen flying out to sea and recorded as such
are watched r-rntil out of sight (see Birds <tf Harnpshire).
2814 Hooded Crow. l, Farlington Marsh on 5 dates, 12hl27th
March (PG).
282D E{ook. 25 out to sea with Crow, SCP on l6th April (SPG).
283D
Jackdaw. 2N off sea, SCP on 21st April ISPG).
284D Magpie. 42 together, Netley on 27th December (NHP).
286D Jay. Increase in numbers frorn 3/4 to 6/8 at SCP in first half
of October indicates passage (SPG).
288F'
Creat Tit.
289D
Btrue Tit. 30* in gorse at Needs Oar on 9th January (JHT)
may have been a hard weather movement and at SCP in autumn,
numbers reached a peak of 20 on 6th October (SPG).
290D Coal Tit. Not normally present at SCP but 2 there on 9th May
and I on 6th October (SPG-see Blue Tit).
292F
Marsh Tit.
293C Willow Tit. Recorded in the breeding season frorn Silchester,
Bramshill, Stratfleld Saye, Four Marks, Lythe, Winnall,
Sor-rthampton Common, Godshill, Nursling, Horndean Holt,
Portsdown Hill and Butser (m.o.).
280D

16

294C

295C

296F
298F
299C

Long-tailed Tit. Records from some areas suggest that the
species has still not recovered from the 1963 coid spell but perhaps generally improving in the county as a whole. 13, SCP on
7th October were unusual (SPG-see Blue Tit).
Bearded Tit. 16, Keyhaven on 2lst January and 5 (3 6) there
two days later (per EC). At Farlington Marsh, 2 remained until
21st March (PG).
Widespread influx in October along with many other parts of
Britain. 2 (l 6 ), Bishop's Dyke on 9th October (DJC). 3,
Farlington Marsh on 9th October, then up to 6 until the end of
the month and 213 during November/December (PG). 16W,
lower Test valley on l0th October, 6N there on 30th October
and 17 present on 2nd November (MCA, NHP). 10, Titchfield
Haven on l0th October, then smaller numbers until l0 again on
3lst October with 217 in November/December (MB, RJC). 5,
Nursling G.P. on 30th October (RK). At Stanpit, birds arrived
on 16th October and 3 were still present nearby at the end of
the year; 20* were there in the week following their arrival
and 18 were seen to fly in on 3lst October; 25 were ringed and
2 were found with rings that had been ringed earlier in the year
at Walberswick (Suffolk)-(CHG-see paper by C. I. Husband
in the CHG 1965 Report).
Nuthatch.
Treecreeper.

Wren. Numbers improving but still not fully

recovered

in all

areas from the 1963 cold spell.

301F
302D
303F
304D

307A

Mistle Thrush.

Fieldfare. A large flock of ca. 800, Stratfield Saye on

Redwing. Not many records received and apparently a good
deal scarcer than Fieldfare but 400 near Hengistbury in cold
weather on 4th March (BE). A very late bird on Southampton
Common from 17th May/3rd June (PF, NHP), possibly the first
Hampshire record for this period.
Ring Ouzel. 1, Farlington Marsh on 28th March (PG). I 6,
SCP on 4th April (SPG). At Hengistbury, 2 on 4th September,
I on 5th and l2th September,5 on l0th October and I on 23rd
October (CHG). At SCP, regular from l9th Septemberi24th
October when 6l recorded on ten dates, the maximum being
16 on 7th October (SPG). 1, Butser on 9th October (EEHJ).
2, Stanpit on 9th October
10th October (NHP).

308F

3t1D

17th

February (MWT).
Song Thrush.

(NRR). l, Southampton Common

Blackbird.

on

Wheatear. First on 20th March at Hengistbury (CHG). On
28th March, a peak passage occurred in several places with
spring maxima at SCP of 21 (SPG), at Hengistbury of 20 (CHG)
and at Farlington Marsh of l7 (PG).
2 breeding records, both from the New Forest (GG).
17

Peak autumn passage late August/early September with
maxima of l5l2A at Farlington Marsh on 28thl30th August
(PG),26 at SCP on 23rd August (SPG),30* at Hengistbury on
29thAugust and 7th September and 40 there on 12th September
(cHG).
3t7C Stonechat. 2 pairs reported breeding from the north of the
county (WGH, MWT). In the New Forest, numbers apparently
down after 1964's improvement; considered tobe 507o less than
1964 in Godshill area (TEB) but reports are conflicting for :
" seems to be as common as ever again " (JVB) and records
from the east seem to indicate numbers back to normal again
(m.o.). Full details of breeding required for 1966.
318D Whinchat. 13 pairs reported breeding in New Forest (TEB,
GG); no breeding elsewhere. There was a good autumn
passage in Hengistbury area with 18 at Wick Hams on l6th
September the highest ever recorded there (CHG).
Redstart. Not enough breeding information from the county.
320D
Peak numbers at SCP in spring were l6 on22nd April (SPG).
32tA Black Redstart. At SCP, I on 2lst March, 1on24th October
and 2 on 25th October (SPG). At Hengistbury, I on 20th
March, 2 on 2lst March and 1 on 6th April (all 6
- CHG).
may
Up to 3 pairs in Portsmouth during the breeding season
have bred-at least 2 6 6 were singing (JF, BWR).
322F

Nightingale.

6.

324A.

Bluethroat.

325D

Robin. Autumn

1

Yateley G.P. on 3rd October (W

& RM).

passage indicated at Silchester Common on
1zthll3th September and again on 23rd September when num-

bers doubled (E & BJM) and also at SCP on 5th/6th October
when numbers similarly doubled (SPG), See increase in tit
numbers at SCP during this period.

lYarbler. Widespread breeding records support

327D

Grasshopper

333F
337D

claims of its recent increase (m.o.).
Reed Warbler.
Sedge lVarbler.
ringed Stanpit

3444

I
on 3o17163 found dying at
Albufeira (Portugal) about 17 lll 165.
Aquatic Warbler. l, Stanpit on l4th Augr-rst (DFE, KTS,
AJW). I, Stanpit on 24th August (CIH, MAS, KTS). Both
birds ringed and accepted by Brilish Birds.
Melodious Warbler. 1, Hurst Castle on 25thl26th September
(LM, EW).
Melodious/Icterine Warbler. 1, Winchester, 9th July (RAC).
l, SCP on l2th September (GRH, WHT).
Blackcap. I e,Highcliffe from lst/l6th January (NWO).
Barred lYarbler. 1, Farlington Marsh on 16th October (BWR).

346D

This is the first mainland record.
Garden Warbler. 7, SCP on 9th May was an unusually high

338A
339A

343D

count (SPG), indicating a widespread fall.
18

347F
348D

3szc

354F'

Whitethroat.

Lesser Whitethroat. More information needed on breeding
distrib,uti,on. 1 at SCP on 2nd Oc,tober (SPG).
Dartford \Yarbler. Very little information submitted and no
breeding records given. 4 pairs in one area of the Forest and
single birds widespread at both ends of June (TEB). No information from outside the Forest except for 1 at Stanpit on llth
December (NRR).
Willow Warbler.

356D

Chiffchaft. 1, Alresford on 15th February (THJ) probably
wintering. First migrant at SCP on 13th March (SPG). I,

357D

Wood lYarbler. More information on breeding distribution
needed. I a, Thornhill on 29th March (DBF) is a new earliest
date for Hampshire.
Goldcrest. Improving from the 1963 cold spell but apparently
not yet up to strength in all areas. Peak counts of migrants
at SCP on 19th September and 23rd October with 14 and l0
respectively (SPG) whilst the maximum at Hengistbury was

Bedhampton on 30th December (GHR).

364D

365.4,

366D

30 on 26th September (CHG).
Firecrest. 1, Hengistbury onZnd,4th and 6th

April (CT{G). i,

SCP on l4th April (SPG). i, Hengistbury on 26th September
and 10th October (CHG). 1, Nursling G.P. on 25th December

(PB).
Spotted Flycatcher. Report of " A great many at East Boldre
on 23rd September when numbers were difficult to estimate but
bushes on the heath seemed to be alive with them (EMM).
Nothing unusual elsewhere on this date. 2, Portsdown Hill on
16th October (JF) were quite late.

:

"

368A

At Hengistbury, 1 on 22nd and 24th April,
on l3th, 15th and l6th May, 3 on 19th May and 1 on 3lst
August (CHG). At SCP, 1 on 28th August, 6th September and
l8th September but 6 on 17th September and 3 on l9th
September (SPG). I, Southampton on 26th August (PGr).

37lF'
373D

Hedge Sparrow.

375A
376D

Pied Flycatcher.

I

Meadow Pipit. A large fall of ca. 120 at Romsey on 6th April
coincided with the arrival there of Sand Martins (RTB), and
followed a sudden peak of 60 at SCP on 28th March (SPG). 70,
Gins area on 2nd October was a marked influx (JHT). Usual
coastal movements, i.e. at SCP, 50N on 2lst April, 2475E out
to sea on lTth September and 107E on 25th October (SPG).
Tawny Pipit. 1, Gilkicker Point on 10th September had been
seen on 8th but not identified (MB et al.). The third record for
Hampshire. Accepted by British Birds.
Tree Fipit. More information required on this species. A good
autumn passage at Hengistbury in September with a maximum
of 15 on 12th (CHG).
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379C
380F

380A

38lC

382D

Rock Pipit. Few records received and none of breeding. Any
reports from the breeding season would be welcome. 21, Hurst
on lOth November (PH).
Pied Wagtail.
White Wagtail. 1, Sherfield on 9th April (JAL). l, Stanpit on
9th April then 4 on l2th April, 2 on l3th April,4 on l5th April

and I on lgthl2}th April (CHG). 1, Hengistbury orl20thl21st
April (CHG). l, Southampton Common on 28th April (PF). 2,
Timsbury on 30th April (DAT).
Grey Wagtail. Noticeable improvement in numbers since the
1963 cold spell (m.o.). Breeding.' l6 pairs on Test, possibly 2
pairs from the north of the country and possibly 1 pair from the
Itchen (there must be many more pairs than this). 2 reports
from New Forest streams in summer (EC). The usual migrant
birds from SCP in autumn.
Yellow Wagtail. 2, Farlington Marsh and 1 at Stanpit on 3rd
April were the first (PG, CHG). A large roost at Stanpit in
August averaged 150 with a maximum of 400 on 2lth (CHG).
I ringed Farlington Marsh on 2218164 recovered in Portugal on
8110165 and I ringed at Stanpit on 1718165 recovered in Portugal
on about 2119165.

I Blue-headed Wagtail was
MAS).

383A

at Stanpit on 9th April (CIH,

Waxwing. The irruption into Britain at the end of the year
widely affected Hampshire but most records came early in 1966.
The first report was at Marsh Court where I r,vas seen on 2lst
November (KJ, RAK) and single birds were on the Winchester
by-pass and at Winnall on 22nd (KJ, RAK). On 19th
December, 18* were at Holly Hill (Southampton), followed by
1 there on 20th but 14 on 2lst (GG). 1 was at Havant on 25th
December (GHC). A party at Farnborough from 26thl3lst
December reached a maximum of 47 but had dwindled to 2 by
31st (W & RM). 1 was at Lymington on 28th December and
" a few days before " (Mrs. M. Jones per EC). 17 were at
Southbourne on 29th December (DRH) and the " Portsmouth
Evening News " reported 2 in Gosport and I at Waterlooville
in late December (Mrs. K. King, L. Dodsworth, Mrs. B. M.
Davies).

384C

Great Grey Shrike. Up to 4 wintering in the New Forest early
in the year (JVB, TEB, DJC) and records from 8 New Forest
localities late in the year including one coastal record from
Pennington (JVB, TEB, DJC, RJC, EMM, NRR, JHT).
l, Woolmer in early part of year and at least 1, probably

2 there on 7th November (MIH, EEHJ). l, Greatham Moor
on 28th March (MIH, EEHJ).

388C

Red-backed Shrike. Only ca. l0 pairs reported from the New
Forest (TEB, RJC, JHT). 4 pairs reported from the north of
the county (BPB, RTB, KJ, RAK, PJP).
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389F'

StarIing.

391D

Hawfinch, 17, Liss on 17th January was the only flock reported
(Mrs. Trigg per Haslemere NHS). Information on this species
would be welcome.

392F

Greenfinch.

393F'

Goldfinch.

394C

Siskin, No reports from the breeding season. Most reports
from the north and the Southampton area where the largest
gatherings were 28, Winnall on 5th January (RAK), 100 at

Marlborough Lines Sewage Farm on27th November (WM), 40,
near Romsey on 9th January (RTB, DCF), 75, Nursling Mill on
21st October and 25 there on 7th December (DEG, RK), 30,
Stoneham on lSth November (PGr) and 25, Wood Mill on 27th
December (DK).
At SCP, 2W on l9th September and 2 present on 6th

395D

396A

October (SPG).
Linnet. The largest coasting movements at SCP were 1,680E
on 24th October (on which day JHT noted a considerable movement E at Needs Oar) and 1,130E the next day (SPG).
Twite. Dibden Bay, 4 from January/6th March (DEG, NHP).
3 near Beaulieu on 7th March (JJ). 2, Blashford G.P. on 7th
March (EMM). At Farlington Marsh, 17 on 2nd January, l0
on 3rd, 12 on l0th and 11 on23rdl24rh January (PG).
On 23rd October, 20 were at Farlington Marsh and were still
present the next day (PG). Also on 23rd October, at least 2

were at Dibden Bay (NHP). 3 were at Farlington on 6th
November (PG) and 20130 at Dibden Bay on llth December
(NHP).

397C

R.edpoll. No reports of breeding. The largest flocks were
60, Timsbury on 2lst March (DAT). 30 Nursling on 20th
March (DAT). 75, Yateley on 21st March (MWT). 50,
:

Southampton Common during January/February and November/
December (PF). 60, Silchester on llth April (JAL).
At SCP, singles on five dates during 2ndl23rd October and 2E
on 23rd and 25th October (SPG). At Hengistbury, 16 on
2nd January,2T on 23rd January and 37 on 31st January then

400A
401F
404C

3 on lTth October (CIH, MAS).
Serin. I a and possible 2 g c

at Culverley Farm, Beaulieu on
7th March (JJ). Accepted by British Birds. The third record
for Hampshire.
Bullfinch. Evidence of increase in the north (WE, JAL et al.).
Crossbill. Only one record from the east, one from the north
and none from the west and Wight. 6, Havant Thicket on 5th
January (RB, JF). 4, Southampton on 31st March (PGr). 1,
Southampton on 17th December (PGr). I a, Winchester on
28th December (PCA). Not many reports from the New Forest,
where 12 in Godshill Inclosure in early November (TEB) was
the

maximum

zt

407n
408D

409F
410C

415A

Chaffinch. Evidence of cross-channel immigration at SCP in
April when 4N off sea on 21st April (when only I in area) whilst
12 were present the next day but none seen moving (SPG).
Brambling. The largest flocks reported were 200 at Kingsworthy on l6th March (RC) and 100 at Crabwood on 28tlr

November (RAK). Many smaller flocks reported.
Yellowharnmer.
Corn Bunting. Many reports from the usual localities on the
chalklands. The roost on top of Hengistbury was present again
reaching 80 in late February. It had dispersed by l gth April
but was present again after the breeding season, rising to 100
on 22ndl23rd September and then averaging 20 until the year's
end (CHG).
Cirl Bunting. Up to 8, Farlington Marsh in January and I in
March (PG). 2 singing, Nursling on 13th March (DEG), Pair,
South Wonston on 3rd April (NAT). Pair breeding, Hor,rghton
(RTB, AH et al.). Pair, Morestead on 26th May (KJ). 2 singing 6 6, Southampton Common (GG, DAT). Breeding in the
Avon valley from Beamore to the border at Downton (TEB).
2, Farlington Marsh on 2nd October (PG) and 2 at Gilkicker on
the same date (RJC) were noteworthy, as was I 6, Hengistbury
on l6th October (CIH). Information on this species badly
needed.

421D

Reed Bunting.
Hengistbury on

17 I

1 ringed Chichester on 2818165

recovered

l0 I 65 (CHG).

AUF

House Sparrow.

425C

Tree Sparrow. There was a small colony of 5 pairs near Dogmersfield and another of l0 pairs near Odiham but breeding not
proved (WE). A few pairs bred in the Stratfield Saye area
(MWT). Breeding possible also at Ramsdell and near Millcourt
(RC, EEHJ).
Many records of birds in winter, the largest gatherings being
300 at Winchester Sewage Farm in February (PJP), up to 50 at
Needs Oar in early November (EMM) and 50 at Bedhampton
Creek on 7th February (PG).

22

BIRDS OF PREY NUMBERS IN THE LANGSTONE HARBOUR,
FAR.LINGTON MARSHES AND PORTSMOUTII AREA,
(p.G. oBSERVATTON AREA) t9s3-1962
D. F. Billett
IN the ten years from 1953 to 1962, counts were made of all'hawks'
seen during visits to the Langstone Harbour/Farlington Marshes area,
including Portsea Island and the City or Portsmouth. All counts were
made as part of the routine observation of this area and no special
attempts rvere made to 'find ' birds of prey; in fact, many hawks may
have been missed during lengthy counts of waders or wildfowl, although
on the other hand many have been discovered by the alarm reactions
of these and other species. Unfortunately, the length of visits were not
always recorded by all observers, and as several different people may
have been present on any one day, an hourly basis cannot be used when
comparing monthly and yearly numbers. [t has therefore been necessary to use the number of visits, irrespective of the length of observation
time involved. To enable a comparison of numbers from month to
month or year to year to be made, the totals have been converted to
' hawks per hundred visits'. A normal visit would have lasted from
about two hours after dawn to well after dusk, usually, but not always,
on weekends.
Between April and October a large number of evening visits were
made to the area, lasting normaily until the light had gone and varied
from two to five hours.

Totals refer to the number of individual hawks seen per visit and
not to the number of sightings per visit; numbers therefore, particularly
of the more common species, are probably underestimates. Fortunately
most observers, where possible, recorded the sex and or age, of each
individual seen, so that it is relatively certain that no hawk was counted
more than once per visit. The ability, reliability and standard of the
observers covering the area remained remarkably stable during the ten
year period, although the experience of some would naturally have
varied.

The system of recording remained unchanged throughout although
the recorder changed from time to time. The following data is there.
fore considered to provide a reasonably reliable picture of the changes
that have taken place in the status of the birds of prey in this corner of
the county. The author has deliberately followed the format of the
paper by J. S. Ash, ' Birds of prey notmbers on a Hampshire gamepreserve during 1952-1959' published in Brilish Birds, vol. LIII, p. 285,
so that direct comparison can more easily be made to this.
The species involved were'. Bszzard, Sparrowhawk, and Goshawk,
Marsh, Hen and Montague's flarrier, Osprey and Hobby, Peregrine,
Merlin, Red-footed Falcon and Kestrel.
L3

TABLE

T

Monthly distribution of visits, 1953-1962
Total days
Yearly distribution of visits 1953-1962
observatiort
Year
Visits Hawks per 100 visits

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total

169
136

189

258
241
Z0'1

254
290
252
171
131

165

1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
Torals

226
229
267
2'.70
269
250
261
251
243
197
2463

165
234
264
176
161
2t3
105
4t
92
9'.7
1550

'13

102.16
98.87
65.18
59.85
85.2
4A.23
1.6.33

17.03

49'23

6r'56

2463

Description of the area of observation

The area of observation consisted of the whole of Langstone
Harbour and its shores, including all salt-marsh and the islands;
Farlington Marshes, the whole of Portsea Island, including H.M. Dock-

yard and the City of Portsmouth, plus the southern slopes of Portsdown
and Farlington Marshes,

Hill immediately north of Langstone Harbour

extending east to Bedhampton and south to the shores of the harbour.
Langstone Harbour is ca. 4 miles by 3 miles in area and at low tide
an area of extensive mudflats and salt-marsh, intersected by three main
and relatively deep channels. The four main islands are of higher saltmarsh and shingle, one of which supports a tangle of scrub oak, blackthorn, bramble and gorse. The higher areas of all the islands have a

thick and coarse grass cover. The eastern and northern shores of the
harbour are mainly ' semi-rural ' with a strip of coarse vegetation separating the actual shore from the agricultural areas. The western shore,
which at the beginning of the period of observation was largely undeveloped 'waste' bordering the city, has since been developed, particularly in the south-west corner of the harbour. Some large unbuilton areas do still remain however, allotments, a golf course, playing fields,
the airfield and the densely tree grown ramparts at the north of Portsea
Island. Farlington Marshes extend from the north shore of the harbour,
south for ca. 1 mile, and consist of rough pasture and a scrub of hawthorn .and bramble. A reed fringed 'lagoon' and the main drainage
stream divide the two areas. Portsea Island is in the main heavily built
over and includes the extensive Royal Naval Dockyard and most of the

City of Portsmouth.
The southern slopes of Portsdown Hill, lying east of Cosham and
immediately north of Langstone Harbour, west of Bedhampton, have
been included because they are easily visible from the marshes, the main
observation point of the whole area. They are now mainly suburban
in the west and more open in the east, with some agricultural use.
For a more detailed description of the entire area, see Birds of
Hampshire and the Isle of

Wight.
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Summary of species
Buzzard
Of the three recorc'ls, one was of a bird moving east over Farlington
Marshes on 26th February, 1965, and two separately west and northwest there on 6th October, 1957.
Sparrowhawk
The third most common species. During the early years this species
was recorded in all months of the year and at that time it probably
bred reasonably commonly in the surrounding cour-rtryside, following
the much reduced persecution during the war years. Since then, however, the enormous spread of urban development around Portsmouth,
notably that of the Denmead-Waterlooville-Rowlands Castle belt, has
greatly reduced the suitable breeding habitat and the species is now almost extinct over large areas. The histogram shows a steady decline
since 1953 with complete absence in 1960 and 1961, and records reduced
to the passage and winter months. A rather surprising and hopeful rise
in 1962 was probably due to the exceptionally successful breeding season
the species seemed to have enjoyed, which is reflecteC in the increased
number of records for that year frorn elsewhere in the county. (See
Hants Bird Report, 1962.) The long overdue protection given to this
species in December, 1962, vzill probably have little real affect in game
rearlng areas.
Goshawk

Five records; the first, a grey-backed adult on 7th July, 1953. The
next on 24th October, 1953, was a different bird with a brownish back.
The other records almost certainly refer to the same individual, a bird
of the year, seen on 3rd, gth and 15th August, 1954. The species bred
within fifteen to twenty miles or so of the area, probably with some
regularity until 1950 and possibly even later, so these records could
therefore have referred to birds from that site. The juvenile in 1954,
occurred at a time when post fledgeing dispersal would be expected.
Marsh Harrier
Records are restricted to passage months only in this area but
because it occurred throughout the winter elsewhere in the county and
bred regularly in an adjoining county, all months were used in the
calculations. Recorded most regularly during the period 1956-1959,
since when only one has been seen.
ftren Harrier
A Spring and Autumn visitor seldom staying long, most frequently
recorded in November. Becoming less regular ir-r latter half of period.

Montagu's Harrier
Seen only occasionally on passage in late Spring and early Autumn.
Not recorded since 1958.
Osprey

Occasionally on Spring passage but most freqLrently
Only one record since 1956.
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in Autumn.

Hobby
Fluctuated much during the period with some evidence of a recurring
everv few years. Records mainly of passage birds, but is seen
some years with regularity, hunting over the marshes during Jttne to

'peak'

A,;gust, indicating possible local breeding.
Peregrine

Not recorded in May or June, Peregrines were regularly seen with
similar frequency each year until 1960, after when there was only
one sighting in 1961.
Merlin

An Autumn migrant ancl Winter resident,

seen regularly on almost

every visit between October and March during the first half of the observation period, although, as the graph shows, even theri in siowly
declining numbers. Has now become a very scarce visitor, with only
thirteen sightings since 1958, compared with 132 during the four years

pnor.
Red-footed Falcon
An immature male flying north-west over Farlington Marshes on
29th May, 1960.
Kestretr

The most common species. Numbers were at a peak in 1954 and
with the exception of 1958, a steady
decline, reaching a low in 19601 a very poor year for all 'hawks'.
Since then, however, there has been some recovery. Kestrels breed in
and around the city using trees and buildings as sites. It is difticult to
decide whether it has declined as a breeding species as only one or two
pairs have ever been present in any one year and most of the breeding
sites are still alternately used. A tall church tower in the heart of
Portsmouth, trees on the old defence ramparts at the north of Portsea
Island, old forts on the top of Portsdown Hill and the faces of the chalk
quarries, are all regularly used and occasionally trees at Farlington
Marshes and along the northern shore of the harbour. Birds carrying
prey have been seen heading back to most of these sites from the
marshes, an important feeding area at that time and again later when
the juveniles leave the nest. Whole family parties are sometimes resident for several weehs on the marshes in Autumn feeding largely on
insects, probably grasshoppers. The municipal ref use dumps are
another much used hunting ground but it is feared also a very lethal
one, as conscientious attempts are regularly made to eradicate vermin
with p'oisons in vario,us forms. At Farlington, a considerable amount of
avian prey is taken, especially juvenile starlings and larks.
Inland from the observation area, the species, once commcn, is now
seldom seen and it is this decline in rural areas in lhe country as a whole
which no doubt accounts for the reduction in the area and not any
1955, since when there has been,

local decline in breeding numbers.
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Summary

During the period 1953-1962, records were kept, as part of the
routine observations, of all species of 'hawks' seen in the defined area.
Numbers were converted to 'hawks' per hundred visits, to enable month
to month and year to year comparison to be made. The resulting histograms show that Sparrowhawk and Merlin declined steadily throughout
the period and are now very seldom recorded. Peregrine suddenly after
1959, and the three Harriers and Osprey occurred with decreasing regularity. Hobby, althor"rgh subject to wide variation in annual sightings
appeared to retain its status. Kestrel declined steadily with the exception of 1958, until 1960 when it was at a very low ebb. Since then, however, there has been sorne return to normal. 1960 was in fact a year
when many species were either low or not recorded.
I(estrel breeding status is not thought to have altered much within
the actual area of observation although in inland districts it has become
very. scarce. 196l was the year with the lowest recorded number of
specres.

The area of observation itself has altered only slightly, the main
chance has been the development of much of the eastern shore of
Portsea Island and the resulting reduction of 'waste' ground has
probably had some affect on the hunting habits of some species particularly the local breeding pairs of Kestrel but none of the local changes
of this sort are thought to be responsible for the decrease generally, of
the birds of prey in this area.
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CORRECTIONS

Great Northern

TO 1964

Diver. I,

REPOII.T

Hengistbury

on l3th

December

(DBW) should read : l, Hurst on l3th December (DBW).
Tufted Duck. 1 pair DID breed at Woolmer (BWR).
Red-footed Falcon. Wetmore number given incorrectly as 103.
White-rumped Sandpiper. No Wetmore number given in the
Corrections and Additions to the 1963 Report.
Lesser Whitethroat. The date given is NOT the latest for

Hampshire. The latest date is

6110162.

ADDITIONS TO 1964 REPORT
82

99
103
188
379

Canada Goose. Following the release of birds at Needs Oar in
1964,2 pairs bred in the area, the first to do so in that locality
(JHT).
Marsh Harrier. I ? , Bishop's Dyke on 19th May (HB).
Osprey. 1, Keyhaven on 10th October (GG).
Red-necked Phatrarope. l, Dibden Bay on l9th August (DEG).
The sixth record and seventh bird for Hampshire.

\trater

Pipit.

1, Farlington Marsh on
27

3lst October (PG).

Euzzard

Months and

Total

Visits

anuarY

169

February

136

arch

,l

Per

Nos.

Sparro$rhaw
100

Visits

Nos.

Per

Per

100

Nos.

Visits

H
100

Visits

Nos.

Per 100

22

11.64

258

2t

8.14

2

.'t'1

241

8

3.3?

13

5.35

une

207

7

3.3 8

JULY

254

5

1.96

August

290

8

2.'15

11

4.36

11

6.43

9

6.86

15

9.09

Apri

I

May
J

Septern ber

October
N

ovember

December

Totals

t.t6

171
't

31

165
2473

H

100

Visits

arrier

Nos.

Per 100

visits

1

.3E

1

,41

.41

.48

I
3

.39

.39
1.72

I

143

3

Per

I

8.82

189

M

Nos.

Visits

12

1

Montagu's

Hen

Harrier

arrier

8.28

14

.73

Marsh

Coshawk

5

1.72

J

1'15

z

1.52

3

.58

25

5

)

1.16

't

5.34

z

t.2L

.73

6

16

Tablc 2 monthly counts per 100 visits

1954

1953

SPECIES

Nos.

Visits Per

Used

Visits

Nos.

Used

l9s6

1955

Visits Per

100

Visits Per

100

Visits

Nos.

Used

Visits

Buzzard
Sparrowhawk

2't 267

40

226

t1.31

35

279

15.28

Coshawk

2

226

.86

3

229

1.31

Marsh Harrier ...

1

226

I

229

Hen Harrier

I

154

6

124

4'83

z

26',1

126

.8

I

137

.&

Montagu's Harrier

I

101

.99

Osprey

z

141

1.41

H

Merlin

1.53

Nos.

Used

2

269

.'14

6.66

11

269

4'09

9

270

3.33

3

269

1.11

2

r44

1.3

2

165

1.21

I

131

.76

9
4

116

5.

269

1.48

29

190

14.'.]3

13i

26't

69.66

105 270

98.E7

1',16

2.16

6 226 2.6
2.6 l'rs 14.E5

229

1.',l4

5

?67

34

160

2t.2s

36

86 226

31.23

145 229

63.31

186

155 7.26

't3,

234 22,)

102.16

10C

Visits

3.'t

33

185

Used

270

19.25

4

Nos.

270

187

t.62

3.12

Visits

L

1.37

267

149

Visits Pcr

lOC

18

4
1
3

J

5
4

obby

Peregrine...

1

10. 11

1957

Visits Per

100

195

2.0s

t95

.51

2',10

I il

l1

Red.Footed Falcon
Kestre

I

Total,s

264 26't

Table 3 Ycarly
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Counts

2',70

38.ii8

102 169

3',7.91

65.18

163 169

.59.3-i

Nos.

Per 100

Per 100

Nos.

Visits

Visits

Merlin

Peregrine

Hobby

Osprey

Nos.
2

Per 100

Visits

Nos.

.39

6

2,48

7

3.3t

.1

1.57

.69

2

1.

t5

9

.58

Visits

Per

Nos.

Total

100

Visits

Harvk

100

Nos.

Vi sit:r

24.85

85

50.25

16.17

49

36.03

9t

66.90

15.97

t2

6.32

70

37'03

107

57.16

.'17

8

3.1

102

39.53

143

55.42

53

21.99

86

35.68

I

.41

33'28

84

40'58

111

43.7

124

48.0

194

69

.39

1.',l2

z

'69

7

2,41

ll5

39.6

3.57

5

1.94

2A

7.93

175

70.0

6

3.50

30

11.54

118

69.0

183

29

22.13

6r

46.41

111

84'76

32

19.4

62

37.57

126

75.',15

1.'t5

3

6

l0

Nos.

100

I

1.04

.38

.82

Per

Visits

3,61

.38

Kestre

Falcon

Per 100

a1

t.24

Red.Footed

35

3,63

I

187

34

117

66.6
90.0

I

107.0

63.

1558

and total data used in Fig. t

I959

19s8
Visits Per
Nos.

Used

Visits

Nos.

Used

Visits

5 250

2.0

5 261

1.91

4 250

1.6

6 26t

2.3

2 tt6
114

Nos.

Used

Visits Per I00

100

Visits

1

251

,4

1

150

.66

Nos.

Used Visits

Visits Per

100

Used

Visrts

7 197

3.55

Nos.

I il4

.87

3.44

4

250

r.6

16

t't4

9'2

Counts used
in Calculations

All Month,s
All Months
All Month6
All Month6
Jan.-May
Oct.-DeG.

May-Sept.

t.1z

1
6

Visits Per

100

1962

1961

1960

Visits Per

l0O

2

152

.58

1s2

.58
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THE NEEDS OAR GULLERY AND TERNERY
J. H. Taverner
Description of the Area
THE COLONY is situated at the mouth of the Beaulieu River (see
Fig. l). The majority of the birds nest on Bull Island but the spartina
in front of the coastal cottages is also used by Black-headed Gulls. This
species has recently started to nest in small numbers in the spartina to
the east of the river whilst the shingle spit stretching eastwards from
Warren Shore is used as a breeding area by a few pairs of Little Terns.

At normal high tides, the island is just over half a mile from east
to west and very nearly two hundred yards across at the widest point fronr
north to south, but erosion by the sea is rapidly changing its size and
within the last few years, a small island at the seaward end of Bull

Channel has completely disappeared. The very highest spring tides
cover all the island save a few slightly higher points and indeed, at such
times the sea covers nearly all the spartina in the whole estuary and
much of the shingle spit in front of the coastal cottages. At low tide,
however, it is possible to reach the island dry-shod from the mainland
and on a spring low, the channel between the island and the mainland

for well over an hour.
It is obvious from the above that the island is very low and very
flat. It is composed of firm mud and marine clays, the only other
material being shingle, a narrow and broken belt of which was thrown
up on the seaward side on top of the mud during a severe storm in 1953.
The island is crossed by a series of gullies which drain into the river to
the north, these being flooded at high tide but empty trenches of soft
ooze on the ebb. The gullies are bare of vegetation but the rest of the
island is covered by spartina, the only other plant of importance to the
bird life being sea purslane which is almost wholly confined to the tops
of the gully sides (see Ftg. 2 for detatl of the island). -fhe spartina in
front of the houses and to the east of the river is built of similar mud
to the island and these two areas are much the same as the island in
character except that there is very little sea purslane, a fact that I will
is dry

show later may be of considerable importance.

The island and the area in front of the cottages is set in Lord
Montagu's private estate, an interesting feature of this being that ownership is proven down to low water mark. The spartina to the east of the
river is owned by Mr. E. Rothschild and this part will not be mentioned
much in this account as it is of little importance. Very few people have
access to the part owned by Lord Montagu and only a handful have
access to the island so that the nesting birds should be free from inter-

ference. However, before the Hampshire Naturalists' Trust started
wardening the area in 1962, there was widespread trespassing by people
who went there to look at the birds or collect the gulls' eggs, whilst
the eggs were also collected commercially for the market. Since 1962,
this commercial collecting has been controlled and in the past two years,
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the system has been that the Estate has sold the egging rights to Mr.
N. D. Pullen (one of the Trust's wardens) who has sub-let the rights to
Mr. SpeCding on the understanding that collecting stops when the Trust
warclens say so and that parts of the island mLlst not be collected at all.
Cne or two friends of Lord Montagu still have permission to take a
small number of eggs but they must stop when the commercial collecting
stops and apart from these people, no one has the right to take eggs
from the colony. In 1963, the Estate erected four notice boards declaring the island to be a private bird sanctuary and although a few people
ignore these notice boards, they have meant that the number of intruders
has been rcduced to a nrinimum.
The wardening, the notice boards and the control of commercial
collecting has meant that in the past few seasons, the breeCing birds have
been little n'rolested after the first week of Mary, the date when commercial collecting has ceased. Up to that date, the island is thoroughly collecteC very early in the morning on almost every day by Mr. Spedding.
The four species concerned in this paper are: Black-headed Gull;
Sandwich Tern; Common Tern; Little Tern.
Breeding Cycle

The typical pattern for the four species is outlined below.
Black-headed Gull. The flrst return of birds to the island depends very
much upon the weather. If it is clear and fine (not necessarily warm),
birds may start to assemble on the water around the island quite early
in February but if there is rain, snow or similar poor conditions at any
time until around the flrst week of March, they will desert the area
completely, so that during this period their tie with the colony cannot
be very strong. From the first week of March, however, the birds will
be on the island regardless of the weather and by the middle of the
month, there is much display and many pairs are clearly in territory.
At this time, the gulls do not pay much attention to the spartina in front
of the cottages or to the flats east of the river. The island is the centre
of the assembly and it seems as though the birds move out to the other
parts later, possibly because of pressure on the island.
Nest construction does not seem to begin until the end of March
lvhilst the first eggs usually appear in the first days of April (2nd is the
carliest that we have recorded) although it is almost certain that March
eggs do occur. The mass of birds start laying in the last half of April
but from then onwards, the dates of various occurrences depend on
rvhether the island is collected or not. In 1963, there was no commercial
egg collecting and so the whole cycle was about three weeks forwarcl,
but as collecting is the normal state of affairs, the remainder of this
account assumes collection. This commercial collecting is stopped after
the first week of l,4ay because terns are be,qir.rning to settle down by this
tin.re and further collecting would disturb them. AIso, if collecting stops
at tl-ris time, not many gulls have been egged to the point where they
can lay no more so that the number of breeding gulls is not reduced
seriously.
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As the collector is bound to miss some eggs, the first chick appears
about the 22nd May (early May if uncollected) and the colony is usually
hatching well by the second week of June or even a day or two earlier.
The first week of July should see the first flying young (around 8th June
if not collected) and the colony is full of big young with many flying
by the second week of July. At this time, however, there will still be
a few eggs and some downy young, presumably of birds whose first
clutches have failed or of birds that may have come in from other
colonies. By early August, the colony is mainly deserted, the only gulls
lef,t presumably being those whose breeding was delaye,C for s'ome reason.
Directly their young fly, the adult gulls begin to lose interest in the
island and both young and adults drift away very soon after the young
are flying strongly.

TCTns. TABLE

I: PATTERN OF TERN,S BREEDING

First birds
First eggs
Main laying
First chicks

end of March
2nd weel< May
2nd/3rd weeks May
late May

CYCLE
Littlcr

Common

Sandrvich

mid April

mid April

3r-d week May

2nd week May
3rd week May

3rdr4th weeks May

late May
lst week June
1st week Jttlv
2ndl3rd weeks
The Common and Little Terns have been washed out by high tides
on one or two occasions and when that has happened, the whole cycle
may be set back, perhaps by a month in the case of Common Terns, but
this feature will be dealt with more fully later in the paper.
Compared with " The Handbooft ", these dates are rather early,
both for the gulls and terns.
Breeding Numbers
In the following Table, the numbers given are effective breeding
strengths, that is the number of pairs allowed to incubate eggs. In the
case of the terns, this effective breeding strength will be the same as the
number attempting to breed since their eggs are not collected, but in the
case of the gulls, the two figures could be different since by the time
commercial collecting ceases, some have almost certainly had their laying
powers exhausted and are thus never allowed to incubate.
I

st/2.nd s,'eeks

II: EF'FECTIVE BREEDING NUMBERS OF GULLS
AND TERNS AT NEEDS OAR POINT (IN P,4IRS)

TABLE

BIackheaded Gull

Island
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Sandwich
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In reading the above table, it must be remembered that the colony
was not collected in 1963. Up to 1962, when there was no control of
collecting, the commercial collector stopped around mid-May and only
casuals continued after that date, but by mid-May, many gulls may have
been egged to the point where they had ceased laying and so for these
years, the effective breeding strength could have been well belcw the
number that attempted to breed. In 1964 and 1965, there was no casual
collecting and commercial collecting ceased early in May, before many
gulls could have been " egged out."
Each year, the colony has been counted by a team of observers but
up to and including 1961, these counts were on one day only each year
whereas from 1962 onwards, the colony was visited almost every weekend. This difference in the frequency of visits will not affect the gull
counts since the gull census has only been made on one day even in the
years since 1962 (it is too big an operation to carry out every week
since the birds would be too much disturbed) but the tern numbers since
1962 arc almost certainly more accurate since these are counted almost
every week (it can be done in a very short time) and it is found that
some terns begin to lay very late in the season and these would have
been missed in the single day counts in and prior to 1961. The trends
shown in Table II are discussed later in the paper.

Gull. I

The Nests

have found odd pairs nesting on small shingle
patches but such sites are exceptional and I have never found any on the
larger areas of shingle including the spit. The gulls also avoid the lower
areas of spartina which flood on normal spring tides but apart from
these areas, they build over most of the island although certain areas
seem to be more favoured than others. As the island is lowest in the
east, the bulk of the gulls are in the centre and at the western end. Since
there are favoureC parts, the density of nests obviously varies. I have
found them touching one another but the birds seem to prefer 213 f,eet
between them and their nearest neighbours and 6 feet appears to be the
desired minimum distance where space permits. The spartina in front
of the houses and to the east of the river has a much lower density of
Black-headed

nesting birds.

The nests vary in size, a few being mere apologies for a nest whilst
others are great mounds that can be seen from a considerable distance.
All are made of wrack that the birds collect from the tide-line, mostly
the remains of spartina.
Contmon Tern. These breed only on the island and there the nests are
found so/e/y along the tops of the gully sides, usually amongst the sea
purslane. Consequently, they form a very scattered colony although it
is quite usual to find a few nests clustered together at one spot and then
no nests for a stretch. They seem particularly fond of the small islands
and peninsulas that are to be found amongst the gullies. I have never
found a nest on the shingle although further along the coast, Common
Terns nest on what appears to be identical shingle and other species of
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shore birds such as Ringed Plover and Oystercatcher nest successfully
on the shingle of the island colony.
The distance between one tern's nest and another will therefore
vary; it may be one foot or a hundred feet and in all probability, the
nearest neighbour to a Common Tern will be a Black-headed Gull with
its nest only a foot or so away.
Some sprirlina wrack is nearly always used for nest construction
although I have found eggs laid straight on the mud.
It may be that the shortage of. sea purslane lrom the areas in front
of the houses and east of the river means that the land there is slightly
different from the island and not to the liking of the terns. This could
be why they do not nest on these places but are confined to the island.
Little Tern. These nest on the shingle at the eastern end of the island,
on the eastern end of the shingle spit and to a lesser extent at the base
of the shingle spit. The island colony has usually been a very compact
one, this being necessary since only a small patch of shingle at the
eastern end is above the normal high tide level. The nests here are
only a few feet apart but on the shingle spit, where there is more room,
the colony is much more scattered with ten or thirty feet between each
pair. Most of the nests are mere scrapes but some have been lined with
small stones or shells and I have found nests built amongst the wrack
of the high tide line.
No other species of Laridn nest at any of these sites. Apart from
the odd Oystercatcher or Ringed Plover, the Little Terns nest by themselves.

Sandwich Tern. These are confined to the island where they nest
mostly in spartina or purslane in places where the gull density is not
at its highest. In 1963, horvever, one small colony of three nests was
situated on the edge of the shingle. The colonies have always been very
closely packed. In 1963, 42 of the 45 nests were in a space of 30 X 12
feet whilst in 1965, 109 of the 127 nests were in a space of 30 X 15 feet.
There was no attempt at nest making, the eggs being laid on the
well flattened spartina which was soon white with droppings. It must
have been clearly visible to anything flying overhead but the white eggs
and light young blended very well with this background and this must
be a very effective camouflage.

Behaviour of Adult Birds
One of the features of the gullery that has repeatedly struck me is
the peaceful behaviour of the species. When they first return, there is
a great deal of bickering as the gulls sort out their territories but when
laying begins, their relations with each other are remarkably good. I
have sat in a boat off the island in the middle of the breeding season
and the colony has been a model of peaceful co-existence. There is a
great deal of noise at times, especially when there are young, but there
is surprisingly little combat between the adult gulls and in the period
of incubation, a surprising quiet frequently exists.
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Likewise, relations between the gulls and the terns are good. When
of the year appear, they are worried to some extent by
a few of the gulls but ihey are'soon accepted ancl most of the subsequent
conflict that I have seen has been when an adult Common Tern has
threatened a gull that has come too close to the tern's nest. Sandwich
Terns returning with fish clearly visible in their bills will fly straight
through the great mass of gulls and if they fly immediately to their nests
there is no attempt on the part of the gulls to molest them in any way.
Only when the Sandwich circle their nesting area for a while with food
in their bills have I seen gulls attempt to rob them and then the piracy
is half-hearted. The Little Terns, nesting apart from the others, do not
conflict at all with the gulls and the different tern species seem to ignore

the first terns

one another.

Behaviour towards a human or other intruder is very different. A
human in the colony is under constant attack from up to 12,000 gulls
and although only those whose nests are in the immediate vicinity will
mob, the density of nests is such that there is always a thick umbrella
of attacking gulls overhead. When they have eggs, they rarely strike
but dive close enough for the rush of air from their bodies to be felt
as they pass, but as the eggs become firm set and hatch, the mobbing
becomes more intense and they begin to brush the intruder's head as
they pull out of their dives. When the chicks are big and a human
handles them, odd adults will strike quite hard. I have been rrnging
young gulls at times when the blows from their parents have been like
a firm slap across the back of the head or side of the face.
I have never seen a Common Tern come down into this m€l6e to
mob. Instead, they form a separate layer above the gulls where they
fly anxiously to and fro. In 1963, when the gulls had left early because
their eggs had not been collected and so their whole cycle was moved
forward, and the Common Terns were late because their first :lutches
had been washed out by the tide, the Common Terns were left with the

island to themselves and then they would mob, though rather halfheartedly.

This absence of mobbing from the Common Terns calls for some
explanation because the species is normally noted for its fierce defence
of the nesting site. I believe that the terns at this colony have come to

rely on the gulls' mobbing for the protection of their own nests and
when they are left to fend for themselves, as they were in 1963, their
attacks are not pressed home as they have partly lost the urge to mob
an intruder. I think it unlikely that they do not mob because they are
nervous of descending into the ruck of gulls since they fly in and out
of similar numbers in the course of their daily business without anv sign
of fear.

The Little Terns merely fly around calling high above an intruder
to their nesting area whilst the Sandwich Terns will mob weakly in the
vicinity of their nests, making attacking dives but pulling out when at
some height overhead. At such times, they make a considerable noise,
however.
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The most curious mobbing has been from Black-headed GLrlls,
Common Terns and Sandwich Terns away from the colony. Blacl<headed Gr-rlls and Common Terns have mobbed me, albeit in a subdr-red
manner, when I have been some half-a-mile from the colony. They
circle overhead, quite low, uttering their alarm notes. Even ntore
curious was the Sandwich Tern that repeatedly dived at my heacl when
I was about 200 yards from the island and fully a mclnth after the 1'or-rng
had flown. I can only think that the birds recognise and remember me
as a regular intruder and so attack. I usually dress in the same rvay at
the gullery and it has been shown conclusively that some species <lt
remember individual humans who have worried them in the past.
The adult gulls are lierce in their behaviour towards the young of
other gulls in the colony. When all the chicks are hatched, territory
appears to break down until the whole area becomes common ground
but when some gr-rlls are still sitting or have very small young, they will
attack the yor-rng of others that come too close, pecking them viciously
on the back of the head. Apparently they sometimes kill the young for
I have often found dead chicks with the back of their heads bare and
bleeding and I have seen adult gulls attacking a featherecl youngster that
I reached it.
The adults take little notice of second suntmer gulls that frequent
the edge of the colony but I have seen such birds driven off when they
was almost dead when

have flor,vn over the colony.
I have no evidence that mammalian intruders penetrate to the islancl
(I think the island is free from such enemies because of its sitLration) but
there is evidence that the colony opposite the houses has been attacked

I have not seen sr-rch animals in the
have no information on the resulting behavior-rr of the
resident birds. Avian intn-rders such as Herring Gulls, Carrion Crows
and on one occasion an Arctic Skua, are chased off by the gulls bLrt they
are only attacked if they fly over or very near to the nesting area.
by rats and n-rink. Unfortunately,
colony and so

I

Behaviour o[ the Young
Black-headed Cill. When they are a few days old. the young will leave
their nests and burrow in the surror-rnding vegetation when a human
invades the colony. When they are about three weeks old, they come
out from hiding after a short while or do not try to hide at all, and they
then move away to the sea or to the gullies. An tntrLrder may find that
he is driving a horde of young gulls in front of him. If the tide is in,
they will swim out to the sea or river and circle back to the shore, often
accompanieC by a parent flying overhead, and they will readily take to
the water whilst still in down. It is when the tide is out that they get
into trouble for they leap into the soft mud of the gullies where they are
liable to get into a fearful mess. They may become covered with mud
and some get bogged down and are unable to move. I have seen such
birds lying gasping with open bills, spread-eagled wings, and plumage
completely hidden by a thick coating of slime. hopelessly trapped and
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doomed to die. The majority seem to negotiate the gullies though and
I have seen the main gullies full of young scurrying to water when they
have been disturbed.
Some still crouch in the spartina when they are almost ready to fly
and in this particular colony, this seems to be a much better survival
behaviour.
Unless badly frightened, they allow themselves to be picked up with
little fuss. They seem more indignant than frightened, sometimes pecking a little at the hand that is holding them and often gripping their own
leg when they are being ringed. If frightened by an inexperienced
handler, they become very noisy and when put down, they run off calling
continuously. Otherwise, they will lie quietly when replaced on the
ground.

The habit of crouching in the spartina is very effective. An in-

experienced intruder to the island can walk through an area containing
several hundred young and yet see only a handful,
Common Tern. These also bury themselves right under thick vegetation

when alarmed whilst only a few days old. If they arc handled whilst
still in the downy stage, they are liable to panic when returned to the
ground and at such times, since the nests are all along the gully sides,
the chicks often jump into the gullies where their short legs are illequipped to deal with the situation. They seem to panic more when
there is a mass of mobbing gulls overhead; the young terns seem to
pick up the alarm of the gulls and become panic-stricken themselves.
In 1963, when the gulls had left before the young terns were flying, the
terns were noticeably more docile and could be picked up and returned
to the ground where they would settle down quite peacefully. Also,
when the young reach a feathered stage, they seem much less inclined
to panic.

Sandwich Tern. The young are extremely docile and placid. When
alarmed, they either lie quite still in the nesting area where their light
plumage blends well with the whitened background or they bury themselves in the nearby vegetation. They rarely attempt to move away or
jump into the gullies and if they are picked up, they usually lie quite
still and settle down immediately when replaced on the ground. They
have remained in or very close to their nesting area until they were ready
to fly and have not moved down to the shore in a flock, as happens in
most colonies, when they are quite young.

Little Tern.

These chicks usually crouch when alarmed, blending
beautifully with the shingle, but if they are picked up or if the intruder
stays too long, they tend to run off, often to the region below high water
mark.

Commercial Egg Collecting
has already been said on this subject. Up until the first
week of May, the lessee visits the island early in the morning on almost
every day, spending between one and two hours collecting eggs which
are destined for the London hotels; there is very little local demand for

A little
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them. Even before a date was set by the Naturalists' Trust for collection to cease, commercial collecting stopped around the middle of May
since the arrival of foreign eggs at that time forced the price down to a
level where it was barely worth while visiting the Needs Oar colony.
At the start of a season, the collector grossed 12 shillings a dozen but
by early May, this had fallen 1o 3 shillings.
-lhe spartina in front of the cottages is not collected and the area
east of the river is collected by others.
lf this collecting ceases after the first week of May, and if some
parts are avoided, the colony is not harmed at a1l. By this time, very
few gulls could have been eggecl to the point where their laying powers
are exhaustedl the Comlnon Terns have not yet started to breed: the
Little Terns nest slightly apart and so are not disturbed. Only the
Sandwich Terns may be harmed for they have selected their territories
by the start of May (although they will not lay until the second week
of May) and this species is all too ready to desert an area if disturbed.
Fortunately, the Sar-rdwich Terns on the island have always used the
same spot for their main colony and the collector is instructed to completely avoid this area. Consequently, controlled collecting seems to do
no harm.

This is surely borne out by the increase in numbers. Even before
control, gull numbers here were growing and the Common and Little
Terns were at least holding their own. It is significant that since control,
gull numbers have shot r,rp, Common Terns have increased and Sandwich Terns have gained a good foothold. Previously, the Sandwich
Terns could well have deserted because of distLrrbance by the collector.
However, this is not to claim that control has been the sole cause of the
recent success in breeding strengths. It will be shown later that other
factors are involved, especially with Sandwich Terns.
Other Disturbance
Casual egging. Local inhabitants and yachtsmen frequently used to
land on the island for a few dozen eggs. When wardening started in
1962, some of these reckoned they had " squatter's rights " and persuading them to the contrary was sometimes diliicult. Now, wardening
plus the notice boards has reduced this casual coliecting to a minimum
although one or two still have permission to take a very small number
of eggs.
This type of collecting was harmful. It went on much later than
commercial collecting since the fall in the price was of no consequence;
it went on throughout the day so that the birds were constantly being
disturbed; and it was carried on by people who knerv little about the
colony and who were liable to trample on tern's eggs. The colony has
benefltted from the cessation of casual collecting.
Trespassers. Several people have landed on the island to look at the
birds, to picnic on the shingle or jr-rst to sit on the shore. These do considerable damage by treading on the eggs and young of Little Terns
4t

and some damage by driving young gulls and Common Terns into the
gullies where a few perish or get washed away by currents to the Herring
Gulls that are usually waiting on the sea.
The damage to the Little Terns on the island is the most serious.
Their shingle patch forms a convenient landing place for it is the nearest
part of the island to Lepe and much of the remaining island shore is
mud. Before the notice boards were erected, this patch of shingie was
constantly being invaded and the terns are packed together so closely
that they must suffer from trampling. I have seen dogs and children
running around here and have seen the smashed eggs and flattened young

after such visits. The notice boards have made the situation much
better but there are still those people who ignoro the boards and who
still come ashore and the position is still serious enough to threaten the
continued survival of the Little Terns on the island.
The problem is less serious with the other species but not of such
little importance that it can be ignored. Since the young bury themselves in the spartina when they are tiny, they always run the risk of
being trodden on, but the area is so large that the number suffering this
fate is negligible. Their main risk is being driven into the gullies where
there will be some loss of life as outlined. However, relatively few
trespassers walk over the spartina since the walker there gets very dirty
and constantly has to leap the gullies.
It must be said that in 1963, the main interference

from humans

was from bird-watchers who came on to the island without permission
and not only walked all over the colony but started ringing the young
as well.

High spring tides. The very highest spring tides coinciding with strong
on-shore winds cover almost the whole island, all the spartina behind the
shingle spit and the last third of the spit itself. The highest springs
normally occur right at the start of the breeding season and just at the
very end of the season. These tides, without the aid of on'shore winds,
can cause considerable damage and any high tide can threaten the fringe
nests. However, tlre main part of the breeding season is free from very
high springs and strong on-shore winds are then needed to flood the
nesting area. The exception to this is the shingle where the Little Terns
nest. Being on the seaward side, it is the most exposed site and as it
is only a matter of a foot above the normal high tide level it does not
need a very strong wind to carry the waves up to the nests.
ln 1962, tides caused serious flooding in early April and in the third
rveek of July. In 1963, serious flooding occurred in the third week of
June. In 1964 the second week of June saw the worst flooding of that
season whilst 1965 was free from any major floods. The effect of these
ticles on the fortunes of the species rvill be discussed later in this paper
but there is no doubt that, of all the factors threatening the colony,
high tides constitute the main threat to Little and Common Terns, and
apart from uncontrolled egg-collecting, the most serious threat to the
gulls. That the Sandwich Terns have been little affected as yet is an
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accident due to the particular site that these birds have chosen on the
landward side of the island and the timing of their breeding cycle which
meant that they had large young in 1963 when the flooding occurred.
Weather. Prolonged rainfall falling at the time of hatching or when the
young are still very small can cause much loss of life. This happened
in 1965, but, even with our weather, this cannot very often be a decisive
factor in the fortunes of the colony.
Mammalian predators. The island colony, by virtue of its position,
seems to be free from attack of this sort. The spartina opposite the
houses is less well placed since it is joined to the mainland and there is
some support for the idea that poor breeding success by the gulls there

may be partly due to Brown Rats. Otherwise, there has been no
of attack frorn mammals although Foxes, Stoats, Weasels,
Mink and Hedgehogs all live nearby.
Otlter animal predators. Between 50/100 Flerring Gulls and a few
Greater Black-backed Gulls (mostly immature birds in both cases) are

evidence

usually found resting on the Solent during the breeding season. I have
never seen them molest a bird from the colony but their presence seems
more than coincidence and young Black-headed Gulls carried out to
sea by currents would be easy prey for them.

Breeding

Success

Each species has had the following success :

Gull. 1962. From ca. 1,000 pairs, ca. 2,000 young
reached the feathered stage and as very few corpses were found, it would
seem that most of them flew. The success was therefore considerable,
but from the small group in front of l.he houses, very few young flew.
Black-headed

I

found a large number of well grown young lying dead, some
of several were bare and raw. I believe tides
caused this loss of life, some of the young being drowned and other
killed by adult gulls as the rising tide drove the young into their territories. When I arrived on the day that I found all the corpses, I actually
saw one young being viciously attacked by adults and when I reached
the young bird, which was well feathered, it was nearly dead.
1963. The group opposite the houses sufiered the same fate as 1962.
However, there was a very large hatch on the island and most of the
young reached the feathered stage. At this stage disaster struck and on
22nd June, the colony was littered with well-grown dead young. Unfortunately, the birds had been dead for a few days when I arrived and
so were unsuitable for post mortem but from the amount of wrack on
the island and from the number of washed out Common Tern nests, I
think it is clear that high tides and heavy rain (both of which occurred
shortly before my visit) were responsible. Nevertheless, a considerable
number of young flew, well over 1,000 being a conservative estimate.
1964. Once again, the group opposite the houses raised very few young
and on 13th June, the island was littered with eggs that had been washed
from nests by high tides and chicks that had been drowned. Once again,
however, many hundred flying young were seen.
There

undamaged but the napes
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1965. Around the middle of June, prolonged rain killed a large number
of small chicks but the larger ones seemed to have survived. Otherwise,
there was no unusual loss of life and the large number of breeding pairs
meant that the area was inundated with flying young. The colony opposite the houses again did rather badly.
Surrnmary. Apart from the group opposite the houses, and in spite of
the loss of life, the gulls have had a considerable success. No exact
figures are available but I estimate that on average, each pair raised
nearly two young to the flying stage.
Sandwich Tern. For reasons already given, these have escaped much
damage from tides except in 1964 when there were only 5 nests ancl
these were all destroyed. Otherwise, this species has had the best success record in the colony. In 1963 (45 pairs) and 1965 (127 pairs) the
young were large and well feathered when the floods and heavy rain
came and there was hardly any loss of life. In both of those years,
most of the eggs hatched and very few corpses were found and around
90/a of the eggs produced young that reached the flying stage.
Common Tern. 1962. Only a handful of flying young were seen.
Several young were found dead in the gullies and a few were flattened
in the spartina. This suggests that trespassers had frightened the birds
and caused them to take to the gullies and that others had been trodden
on. They seemed to have only moderate success.
1963. Nearly all the nests were destroyed by high tides in the third week
of June but about half of the birds laid again and these eventually reared
about 1.5 young per pair to the flying stage.
1964. In the second week of June, nearly all the nests were destroyed
by high tides and the birds did not lay again. In early June, a search
of the island produced only 1 nest and I large chick: originally there
had been I l3 pairs.
1965. There was a certain loss of life in June due to prolongecl rain
but by early July there was a considerable number of young and the
rate of success seemed quite high.
Surnrnary. Fortunes seemed to have fluctuated with this species: on the
whole they seem to have more than broken even. The most cnrious
point is why the birds did not lay again in 1964 whereas they did lay
again in 1963 when their nests were washed out one week later than they
had been in1964.
Little Tern. 1963. Those on the island were completely wiped out by
high tides in the third week of June and early July. The birds on the
shingle spit, being higher, missed the high tides. Trespassers caused
some damage and I believe at least I nest was robbed by children.
1964. The island colony was completely destroyed in the second week
of June by tides. Nothing is known of the success of the pairs on the
shingle spit.

1965. Some nests on the island were destroyeC by trespassers. Eggs and
chicks were found that had clearly been trodden'on" Tides washed other
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island nests and it is possible that no chicks were reared. On the shingle,
disappeared and we could find no evidence of the
cause. It was not tides however; the eggs were removed by animal,

all the eggs simply

bird or man.

Summary. These have had the worst success record of the colony.
They have hardly raised any young and their continued survival here
in grave doubt.

is

Ringing Recoveries
Black-headed Gull. A number of recoveries have been of young that
lrad died before they left the colony. There have been 29 recoveries in
the years 1962-65 of birds that had flown from the colony and of these,
24 have been from Hampshire and 26 were recovered in the same year
as they were ringed. Of the 24 Hampshire recoveries, 19 have been in
an arc between north and east of the colony, the furthest of these being
l6 miles away. This is what one would expect since outside of the breeding season, the majority of Hampshire's Black-headed Gulls roost in
the Solent and the large harbours of the east and move inland to feed
during the day. It appears that the young from Needs Oar mostly join
this gathering.
Five recoveries have been outside of Hampshire :
Recovery

[tinged

22663
47 64
47 64
4164
4'.7 64

Recovered
East Allington (Devon)
I{ighley (Shropshire)
Abberton Res. (Essex)
Bere Regis (Dorset)
Warrington (Lancs)

date

27763

25764
22864
25 t2 64
19 5 65

Movement
105 miles \Y
120 miles N
100 miles NE

37 miles W
200 miles N

Clearly, some of the young move far away from the colony as soon as
they are able to fly.

Cne of the most interesting retLrrns was of a dead adult, picked ofi
a nest in the colony on 22.5.65, that had been ringed as a chick in the
Isle of Sheppey (Kent) on 3.6.61, so that some of the breeding birds at
Needs Oar Point were born in other colonies.
Terns. There have been 2 recoveries of Common Terns a few miles to
the east of the colony, the birds being found when they could only have
been flying for a few days, and 1 of a Common Tern found dead 27 days
after ringing in Kent, 72 miles to the east. This is insufficient data for
any real conclusions but it suggests a dispersal eastwards.

Some

of the information used in this

paper first appeared
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