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Editorial by Carol Rawlings
Welcome to the first issue of Kingfisher in 2022.
I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I’ve
enjoyed editing it.
Before I go on to tell you a little more about
what’s in store for you on the following pages, I
just wanted to take a few moments to pay my
tribute to my predecessor Barry Page.
Barry is a tough act to follow. His hard work and
enthusiasm made Kingfisher a joy to read for
me and all other HOS members. He created a
lively and informative publication that I’m sure is
the envy of many other organisations. I would
personally like to thank Barry for his support
and help as I took up the reins of this, my first
issue, as Editor.

As we move from winter to spring, I always find
it a bittersweet time of year. We say goodbye to
winter coats and
Juvenile Peregrine Karen Austin
cold days and look
forward to more
sunshine and the
return of our
summer birds.
I enjoy a sky full
of swifts and
swallows, the
booming of
bitterns and the
hatching, feeding
and fledging of
chicks (especially Peregrines). But I also miss
my winter neighbours, the Brent Geese who
constantly fly over my house as they roost and
feed around Tipner Shore here in Portsmouth.
It’s also that time of year when roses and red
hearts are the order of the day, and so we’ve
asked four HOS members to tell us about their
bird valentine, their first date and why they fell
in love. You’ll find those love stories on
page 10.
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We also have lots of information about the AGM
and Members’ Day which is happening on
Saturday 2 April. You will find the agenda and
information about our exciting speakers on
page 8. Please note the change of date and

make sure you turn up on the right day. I look forward to meeting as many
of you as possible and please feel free to introduce yourself and tell me
what you think of this issue of Kingfisher.

We are also launching our new initiative for female members, to help
encourage them to get more involved in the Society. This follows the
article in Kingfisher a couple of issues back about the potential barriers
facing women members that prevent them from attending walks and talks
and even going birding on their own, something that many of us take for
granted. You can find out more on page 15 – and I encourage women
members of HOS to sign up and get involved. I certainly will be.
We’ve got an amazing offer for HOS members who can get their hands on
the new book Rare Birds of Hampshire at the pre-publication price of
£27.50. It looks fantastic so don’t miss out - order yours today.

Also in this issue you will find some fun facts about bird migration, an
update on the exploits of the Winchester Peregrines (well I couldn’t edit
my first issue without featuring my very own bird valentine!) and news
about what our young members have been up to.
You will also find regular features – upcoming events, what’s been
spotted, book reviews, the crossword and Desert Island Books, which this
issue has been chosen by Annette Clayson.
And, we are showcasing the amazing talent of our local photographers in
Photo Finish, a new regular feature so that we can all enjoy the fabulous
pictures that have been sent in. So, get out your cameras and start
snapping away and your pictures could feature in future issues.
Enjoy this issue and a spring filled with birding.
Carol

Brent Geese - Rob Porter
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JOIN THE FLOCK
Last year was a great year for new memberships of HOS with 203 new
members flocking to join us. Welcome.
This is just a reminder to all members that renewals were due in
January. So, if you haven’t already, renew today. Don’t get left behind!
If you have already paid for 2022 - many thanks. If paying for your
membership has slipped your mind you can make a one-off payment of
£16 by internet banking (details below). If you do this, please ensure
that the payee information contains your name and initials. Alternatively,
please make out a cheque for £16 to Hampshire Ornithological
Society and send it to the Membership Secretary (address below).

It is best for HOS if members pay by standing order on 2 January every
year. If you have a standing order for the old rate of £12 please
contact your bank as soon as possible to change the amount to
£16. A standing order form can be downloaded from the “Membership
Renewal” page of the HOS website. When setting up a standing order,
please ensure that the payee information contains your name and
initials. (Only an account holder can change a standing order). HOS is
currently unable to offer payment by direct debit.
Lloyds Bank, Castle Street, Christchurch.
Sort code 30-92-02, Account number 01182908.

Although subscriptions increased in 2019, there are still members
paying £12. Jane Calderin is following up on these, so you may receive
an email, phone call or letter from her asking you to pay the missing
amount. Only fully paid-up members receive Kingfisher and the
Hampshire Bird Report.
Some people paid the correct amount of £16, but forgot to cancel their
old Standing Order of £12. If that’s you, we’ll be in touch to refund you.
Kay Shillitoe, HOS Membership Secretary
“Westerly”, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham, Fareham, Hants PO17 6HY
kay.shillitoe@gmail.com
Dunlin - Rob Porter
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AGMs ARE BORING, RIGHT?
Words Carol Rawlings. Pictures Ian Julian
After all, that’s
what everyone
says isn’t it?
Boring meetings
full of financial
information and
dry as dust
presentations –
awful coffee and no biscuits.
Well, have you ever thought that you might be going to the wrong
meetings, or speaking to the wrong people?

I’ve been to one HOS AGM pre-covid and one online version
during the pandemic and I can honestly say they were anything but
boring. And I speak as a person who would rather be out doing
things, rather than in a room talking about things.
Even the business bits were interesting. Finding out what my subs
are being used for and the amazing work
HOS is doing where I live was fascinating
and absolutely time well spent.
I met some interesting people, found out
more than I ever wanted to about bird poo
(thanks Mr Packham!) and enjoyed coffee
and biscuits at both, although I think
HOS’s coffee is probably better than mine!
This year we have some amazing
speakers (see page 9) and some stalls
for you to browse to find out what’s
happening with wildlife near you.
HOS has taken all the necessary steps
to ensure that the event is safe and
adheres to current rules around Covid.
So, if you’ve never considered coming to the HOS AGM before,
this might be the year to give it a try.
Why not come along and find out for yourself. So the next time
someone tells you AGMs are boring, you can put them right.
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MEMBERS’ DAY INFORMATION
11am

Doors open
Display stands and trade stalls open

12.30pm

Welcome & introduction - Keith Betton, HOS Chair

12.35pm

HOS AGM - Chris Packham, HOS President
The 43rd Annual General Meeting of the Hampshire
Ornithological Society will be held at 12.35pm. Only
fully paid up members of the Society may vote at the
meeting. After the formal business committee
members will be available to answer questions.

1.30pm

Our Birding Year - The HOS Young Members

2.15pm

Interval
Tea, coffee and cake (and time to chat, visit stalls)

3.15pm

The fight against rural and wildlife crime in
Hampshire - lnspector Korine Bishop, Head of
Rural Policing, Hampshire Constabulary

3.45pm

Catching the killers - Mark Thomas, Head of
Investigations, RSPB

4.15pm

Discussion chaired by Chris Packham

4.45pm

Chair’s closing remarks

To keep HOS members safe and comply with any current Covid
guidelines, we need to have an idea of the numbers attending the
AGM/Members’ Day.

We will be sending out an email with a link to a simple registration
form. If you don’t receive it, or If we don’t have an email address
for you, please register on the HOS website (www.hos.org.uk).
Members with no internet access write to Barry Page, Woodbine
Cottage, Goatacre Road, Medstead, Hants GU34 5PU to register
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MEMBERS’ DAY SPEAKERS
Korine Bishop
Korine Bishop has been a police officer for
25 years. She started her career in the
Metropolitan Police in 1997 and moved to
Hampshire in 2000 where she worked in
Portsmouth and Southampton as a
frontline response officer. After promotion to
Sergeant she worked in Shirley and
Southampton custody and then moved to the
The New Forest, the place where she felt
most at home.

Four and a half years ago she found her
calling, managing the team who look after all wildlife and rural
crime offences. She enjoys the partnership working involved in this
post and her highlights to date have been ringing Peregrine Falcon
chicks with the HOS Peregrine team and monitoring the chicks out
at the Solent fort.

Mark Thomas
Mark Thomas is the Head of Investigations at the RSPB. Mark has
worked for the RSPB for 25 years and within the Investigations
team for 23 of those. Mark is an avid birder and ringer and spends
most of his spare time on the
Yorkshire coast at his patch
at Buckton.
Mark is currently writing the
Birds of Buckton, a book
documenting 50 years of
birdwatching at Buckton.
In his job, Mark leads a team,
working alongside the police,
detecting and investigating
the killing of birds of prey..
Photo: Ed Green
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MY BIRD VALENTINE
It’s that time of year, when red roses and hearts are the order
of the day. With that in mind we asked four HOS members to
tell us about their bird valentines.
Passionate about
Puffins - Leah Pink
I first saw Puffins on
Skomer island in
Wales about eight
years ago when I was
eight. And I fell in love!
I was lucky to go back
and visit last year this time with a big
camera and lens.
What I like most about Puffins is their big character. It’s so
interesting to watch and learn from their behaviour. Flying in with a
beak full of sand eels and instantly going down into their burrows, it
proved really tricky to take a photo in that moment. One romantic
fact about Puffins is their courtship ritual called billing which is
rubbing their beaks together while gathering nesting materials.

Indian romance - Barry Page
My most memorable, and favourite, avian ‘date’ came about after
nearly two years of pursuit when I lived in India. Numerous outings
ending in disappointment and emotions akin to heartache, as yet
another venture into a humid forest had drawn a blank.
This time cupid was on my side on yet another foray into the
forests of the Western Ghats in SW India with my good friend and
guide Bopanna. The distinctive ‘wheet-teuu’ two-note whistling call
of a “navrang” (translated ‘nine colours’, or in Hindi ‘beautiful’)
caused my heart to race and the palms of my hands to sweat at the
prospect of finally meeting the long held focus of my affection.
Then suddenly we were no more than 10 feet apart. A moment
frozen in time, over before we got the chance to introduce
ourselves, and I feared also over before I’d managed to capture an
image of my besotted.
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As I scrolled back through my
pictures, image after image
showed nothing more than the
dense undergrowth.
But then, there it was. I’d managed
to capture an image of my date
with an Indian Pitta (Pitta
brachyura).
I doubt the Pitta ever gave me a
second thought, but I, for sure, will
always remember that moment.
Soft spot for the Spotted Flycatcher - Nicola Whitmarsh
My valentine for 2022 is the Spotted Flycatcher. Obviously, I’m
suffering the pains of a long-distance relationship at present, but
the memories of last summer’s joyful rendezvous are helping to
pull me through.
I first discovered Spotted Flycatchers following my adoption of a
BTO BBS survey square (thanks Glynne Evans, BTO Hampshire
Regional Representative) on the
outskirts of Bishops Waltham. While
exploring quiet country footpaths I
would never have ventured down, I
was delighted to be acquainted with
my first Spotted Flycatcher.
I spent the summer watching a whole
family being raised and it felt like a
secret romance shared just with me.

Understated yet unmistakeable and
eminently beautiful, this bird holds a
special little place in my heart.
Rob Porter

A Stone-curlew Stole my Heart - Keith Betton

I love the Stone-curlew! It is a migrant to the UK from Spain and
North Africa and is found across much of Europe living on open
steppes with stony ground and sparse vegetation.
When I think back to our first meeting, it was on a farm in north
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Hampshire in the 1990s, and I was excited at seeing this bird even
though it was 200m away. It saw me straightaway and - rather than
the fatal attraction moment - it immediately hid! Stone-curlews are
good at doing that. In fact, their whole lifestyle revolves around
remaining mostly unseen.
The Hampshire population of around 30 pairs breeds on specially
prepared plots created to provide safe areas away from agricultural
operations. These plots are managed by the farmers who are paid
money by the government to provide open stony ground for nesting
plus buffer zones for chicks to hide in. Areas with trees and bushes
are avoided as they provide opportunities for Carrion Crows and
Buzzards to predate the nests. I am very lucky to be part of the
volunteer team that monitors them.
The Stone-curlew was once widespread from Dorset to Yorkshire.
The population of around 1,000–2,000 pairs in the 1930s was
already much reduced in the 19th century, but a more rapid
decline followed with numbers at an all-time low of under 170 pairs
in the 1980s.
My photo shows two chicks in the back of my car after our
volunteer team lifted them off a field so they didn’t get squashed
by the tractors that were harvesting nearby crops. Our work has
helped to double their numbers. Farmers, gamekeepers and
birders are working together to save this special bird .
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THE YOUNG ONES
HOS now has more than 70 young members
It is so great that our initiative to attract young members has been
taken up by lots of people – aged from six to 22. Five years ago,
we had just three young members so we decided that anyone in
full time education in or near to Hampshire would be offered free
membership of HOS. This includes university students from
elsewhere who are visiting.
As a result we now have around 40 young members generously
sponsored by the Cameron Bespolka Trust and a further 24 young
families who have
chosen to join so that
they and their children
can benefit from the
initiative.
In the last three months
we have been able to
run three ringing
events where groups of
our young members
(and parents) were
able to see birds at
close range. It’s such a
privilege to see this
and the enthusiasm of the young members was tremendous
despite the very early start times!
Our thanks go to Barry Duffin, Trevor Codlin and Duncan Bell at
Titchfield Haven, Marcus Ward, Helen
Schneider and Andrew Colenutt at
Keyhaven and Kevin Sayer and
Brenda Cook at Hengistbury Head
and Blashford.

At Titchfield, there was a good fall of
Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps while
Keyhaven produced some of the first
Redwings of the year along with Long
-tailed Tits and Meadow Pipits. The
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first bird at Hengistbury Head was a Cetti’s Warbler which our
youngest member, Rufus, instantly identified despite only the head
being visible! Kevin and Brenda have some small knitted birds,
which they use
to demonstrate
the feather
sequence of the
birds wings.
This is a great
way of letting
small children
learn without
actually
touching a
live bird.
We will continue
to plan more
events. Last
year Chris
Packham ran a Zoom chat with over 40 young members and
brought out his feather and wing collection. He has promised to do
another chat again soon.
If you have a young family (or maybe grandchildren) who are
interested in birds please get in touch. We’d love to include them.
Janice Beck – coordinator of HOS young members
jaysongrove@yahoo.co.uk
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NEW WHATSAPP GROUP FOR
FEMALE MEMBERS
We are really pleased to announce a new initiative within HOS - a
WhatsApp group for female members.
This is to help female members get more from our walks and
meetings - something that some don’t currently take full advantage
of, although they’d like to. All women members of HOS are invited
to join the group, which will be moderated by Janice Beck, one of
the HOS trustees.
Janice said, “This group
will be a platform to build
friendships, to arrange to
meet at HOS outings,
arrange lift sharing, and
probably independent
birdwatching too. It could
also be somewhere to
share images of birds
that people would like
help identifying.
Starlings - Janice Beck

“This will be an opportunity for any of our
female members who have not yet had the motivation to attend a
HOS event to go along, knowing in advance that there will be
people there whom they are already in contact with.”

She added, “By using the technology available to us we can really
make HOS better for all members. We are looking to break down
the emotional barriers that currently stop some people getting
involved and create a friendly space where everyone can chat, get
to know one another, and feel comfortable. Personally, I have never
felt excluded as HOS is a very friendly organisation, but some do
struggle – we want to break down those barriers as they are very
real to the people experiencing them.”

The suggestion to encourage more female members to take part
came after Claire Levee wrote about the experiences of a female
birder in a recent issue of Kingfisher. As a result, HOS Chair Keith
Betton wrote to over 100 female members to seek their views.
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Keith said: “My worst fear is probably going to a drinks party, not
knowing anybody at all. Then add to this the fact that most of the
people in the room are women and they all seem to know each
other. It can make for an uncomfortable time, and you can feel
really isolated.
“I can see that in reverse a HOS meeting might feel like that to
some people. If you take out family member numbers, 54% of HOS
individual members are men and just 20% are women. I hope over
time we attract more women, but we need to demonstrate that we
understand the issues and are finding ways to remove those
emotional barriers.”
The response to Keith’s letter was very strong and there was great
support for setting up new initiatives. Although many women said
they felt no reluctance to attend outings or go birding alone, most
had friends who did.
With recent press attention focussing on serious attacks against
women it’s not surprising that many are putting their safety first.
While nobody said that HOS was the problem, several said that
HOS could be the solution.

Indeed, Keith sees this as a pilot that, if successful, could be
extended so HOS could have a group to cover men too. All of us
want HOS to be a safe and inclusive place for all its members - and
we can all get more from our hobby if we get involved.
So, if you would like to join the HOS Female WhatsApp Group,
send an email with your details (and of course mobile number)
to Janice Beck - jaysongrove@yahoo.co.uk
Sanderling - Chris Rose
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CHILLING OUT!

Wigeon - Chris Rose
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HOS SURVEYS 2022
This spring and summer HOS will be surveying three important
species.
Sand Martin – although moved from Amber to Green in the 2015
assessment of our UK breeding birds, Sand Martins appear to
have declined in Hampshire. They are tricky to monitor because
active and inactive nest holes are difficult to distinguish. Also,
colonies frequently shift to new locations as suitable sand cliffs are
created and destroyed. We are aiming to check all recently known
colonies and follow up on leads that may direct us to new colonies
of this transient species. If you’d like to help, contact Georgie Digby
- georgiedigby14@hotmail.com
Steve Laycock

please contact:

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker – a worrying
trend is that the numbers of young they produce
per nest has declined over recent years and
late nests are now much less productive than
early ones. We want to follow up on recent
records to see whether the birds are still there
and a selection of 1km squares will be checked
in the New Forest and elsewhere. If you know
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and are confident
you can identify its calls and drumming,

New Forest: Rob Clements -richard.clements3@virgin.net
Elsewhere: Ken Smith - ken.smith.lsw@gmail.com
Andy Tew

Ringed Plover – small numbers breed on
sandy beaches and occasionally elsewhere
such as in gravel pits. On public beaches
they face an extraordinary struggle to raise
young successfully. The increase in public
use of our beaches is having a severe
impact on them as they are sensitive to
Disturbance and their eggs and young are at risk from trampling.
We hope to check on their progress which will help to direct
conservation action to protect them. If you are willing to check a
site, Trevor Codlin and Marcus Ward would like to hear from you marcus@wildnewforest.co.uk
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WALK THE WALK
HOS Walks are very nearly back to ‘normal’. In the main there is no
need to book a place anymore. However some do still need booking
because of practical or Covid-related reasons - please check on the
HOS website. To book you need to call or text Annette, the walks
co-ordinator, on 07980 976748 or email
annettemclayson@gmail.com.
We aim to get back to you as quickly as possible, but If you do not
hear back within 24 hours please try again. Please do not just turn
up at walks where booking is required as you will be turned away.
We have only put the dates and times of the walks here. There is
more detailed and up to date information on the HOS website.

It’s also worth checking the website to make sure there have been
no changes since Kingfisher was published. If you can’t access the
internet please contact Annette. Extra walks will also be on the web
pages if they have been arranged after Kingfisher has been printed.
The walks are for HOS members, however non-members are
always welcome.
If you have general queries about the walks programme please
contact Annette. If your query relates to the individual walk then
please contact the leader direct.

More details and contact numbers for walk leaders at
www.hos.org.uk/forthcoming-walks
Wednesday 2 March
Cheriton and Gander Down
Leader Nick
Wiley.10am-2pm
Saturday 12 March
Cadnam Pool, New
Forest..
Leaders Brian and Tina
Vaughan. 9.30am.
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Sunday 13 March
Warblington Shore to
Hayling Oyster Beds
Leader Kevin Stouse 9.30am-1.30pm
Sunday 20 March
Whitchurch Mill Trail walk.
Leaders Rachael Groundsell,Felicia Green Keith Betton 9.30am
Sunday 10 April
Winter/migrant birds at Farlington Marshes
Leader Kevin Stouse 9.30am-2pm
Saturday 16 April
Stockbridge Down
Leader Mark Edgeller 7.30-9.30am
Sunday 1 May
Buriton for farmland birds
Leader Kevin Stouse 9am-3pm
Sunday 15 May
Lyndhurst.
Leaders Brian and Tina Vaughan 9,30am
Sunday 22 May
The biodiversity initiatives on a farm in the Selborne Landscape
Partnership Farm Cluster.
Leaders Chris Piper and Kate Faulkner 10am-1pm

More details about walks and contact numbers for walk
leaders, at www.hos.org.uk/forthcoming-walks
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RED KITES ROOSTING
On 30 December last year, HOS members did a survey of Red Kite
roosts across Hampshire as part of a Europe-wide roost count. Last
winter the combined total at 637 known European roosts totalled
around 57,000 birds.
Counts were made at
19 locations in
Hampshire where Red
Kites have been known
to roost. Only 12 of
these were used and
436 birds were
recorded roosting.
This compares with
685 at 13 roosts in
December 2020.
On 30 December
conditions were a bit
grim with fine rain, quite a wind and, at a number of sites, there
were game shoots underway.
The survey was repeated again in better weather on 9 January and
423 birds were reported.
The majority of birds in these roosts are first or second winter
immatures. Paired adults tend to roost in their territories.
The number of young surviving in 2020 and 2021 may have been
reduced by the lack of roadkill
during the various lockdowns.
Although Red Kites can kill
chicks of ground nesting birds,
they rely heavily on things
killed already.
Thanks to everyone who
helped us with this count.
Pictures - Rob Porter
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Interesting facts about bird migration by Keith Betton
At least 4,000 species of bird are regular migrants – that’s nearly
40% of the world’s birds.

When they migrate, most birds fly at an altitude below 3,000 metres
but the Bar-headed Goose regularly reaches altitudes of up to 8,500
metres while flying over the Himalayas.
The record for the highest altitude ever is the Ruppell’s Griffon
Vulture, which collided with a plane at 11,100 metres (that’s seven
miles!) in 1975.
Migratory birds travel at the same speeds we drive at. These range
from 15 to 55 miles per hour, depending on the species, prevailing
winds and air temperature.

The Arctic Tern has the longest migration of any bird and can fly
80,000 kilometres in a year between the Arctic and the Antarctic.
This means they get to see two summers each year.
Although our summer migrants winter in Africa, those in North
America head towards South America. There is one exception - in
Alaska there are Wheatears, and they cross to Russia and down to
Africa through Asia.
Even birds that don’t fly
can migrate! Emus often
travel for miles on foot to
find food, and many
populations of penguins
migrate by swimming.

In 1822, a White Stork
arrived in Germany with
an African spear through
its body. This was the first
strong indication that
these birds spent their
winters in other parts of
the globe.
24

Wheatear - Gareth Rees

Birds begin physically preparing for migration well in advance of the
journey. They eat more and gain weight, their liver and reproductive
organs often shrink and their cell membranes change to enable
oxygen and fat to be used more efficiently.
Bar-tailed Godwits can fly for nearly 11,000 kilometres without
stopping, making it the bird with the longest recorded non-stop flight
without food or rest.
Many migratory birds fly at night. The colder air temperatures
reduce the danger of overheating and allow them to fly further
without having to stop and cool down. Also, they are less likely to
encounter predators at night.

Many migratory birds can remember and return to the exact location
where they were born. We know that they navigate using the sun,
stars and Earth's magnetic field.
Scientists can now accurately track birds’ migrations thanks to the
use of tiny geolocator backpacks that transmit birds' locations. This
information sheds new light on migration, while helping to pinpoint
locations in need of conservation.
Flying in that V formation is not an accident. Large birds such as
geese and ducks fly together like this to reduce the effect of friction
on their wings and there is a 70% increase in efficiency when flying
in V formation. The lead bird and the last birds flying farthest back in
the V work the hardest, while the birds in between benefit from the
flapping motion of the other birds.

Bar-tailed Godwit - Rob Porter
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WHAT’S IN A RING?
Dennis Gilman was out in Southsea with his camera when he
spotted a ringed Sanderling on the shore. He managed to get
some amazing pictures of both the bird and the ring and sent off
his sighting to the Farlington Ringing Group (FRG).
It seems this Sanderling is
well travelled after
being ringed by FRG as
part of an international
study organised by Jeroen
Reneerkens in the
Netherlands.
So, it’s always worth
reporting any ringed birds
you spot, you never know
Sanderling - Dennis Gilman
what you will find out and it adds important
scientific data that helps massively with conservation work.
20/10/2017 - Eastoke, Hayling Island, Hants
03/12/2017 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
17/02/2018 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
08/10/2018 - Ryde, Isle of Wight
31/10/2018 - Ryde, Isle of Wight
06/12/2018 - Ryde, Isle of Wight
20/02/2019 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
26/02/2019 - Solent Breezes, Warsash, Hants
07/03/2019 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
08/03/2019 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
17/11/2019 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
24/11/2019 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
29/11/2019 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
30/11/2019 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
08/03/2020 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
23/03/2020 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
20/08/2020 - Newbiggen by the Sea, Northumberland
05/10/2020 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
18/10/2020 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
22/10/2020 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
30/10/2020 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
15/11/2020 - Portsmouth, Hants
24/01/2021 - Eastney, Portsmouth, Hants
18/10/2021 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
19/10/2021 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
09/11/2021 - Hill Head, Titchfield, Fareham, Hants
02/12/2021 - Southsea, Portsmouth, Hants
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HIGH DRAMA

The Winchester Peregrines 2021/22
Words and pictures by Keith Betton
2021 was a dramatic year at the Winchester Cathedral Peregrine
nest. The good news is that two healthy chicks fledged, but on the
downside we lost one to a fungal infection, and at the height of the
breeding season, Chester (the adult male) was found lying dead in
some guttering. He had died from internal parasites. Meanwhile a
new male showed up and after getting sent off by Winnie and the
chicks a few times, he was eventually allowed to stay for dinner.
Whether he becomes the new Winchester adult male remains to be
seen this year.
Chester– sadly missed
The nest cameras were switched on in
mid-February and Winnie and Chester
were regularly seen by the nest tray,
bowing to each other as part of their
pair-bonding process. Winnie laid the
first egg on 10 March - a full week
earlier than in the previous two
summers. Such is the international
interest in this nest that I was notified
of the first egg by a man in Canada within two minutes of it
being laid!
Winnie laid four eggs and there was a worrying gap of five days
between eggs one and two. With a worldwide audience of around a
quarter of a million, you can imagine the amount of speculation on
what was happening – but most likely she was just slowing things
down a bit having made a very early start.
A month of incubation followed, with Winnie being sat on the nest,
occasionally allowing Chester to take a turn at keeping them warm.
Finally, as dawn broke on 21 April, the first two chicks were
revealed as Winnie shuffled around the nest. The next chick
hatched within 24 hours, but the fourth egg never hatched. This is
quite common as once there are chicks to keep warm, the female
focuses her attention on them rather than the remaining egg.
The May Bank Holiday was wet and windy, and throughout this
time Winnie and Chester kept the chicks warm at their own
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expense – both were totally soaked. Many people emailed to say
how worried they were, but this is a situation that Peregrines are
able to deal with,
and on mountains
and sea cliffs
where the weather
is much harsher
than Winchester!
A week later one
of the chicks went
exploring off the
nest tray ahead of
schedule and then
had to work out
how to use the
ramp to get back
up. Winnie
watched it and
called gently to
encourage it to
Winnie retrieves the chick
come back, but
after it failed to get up the slope on its own
Winnie grabbed it by the scruff of the neck and yanked it up! A
moment of pure comedy for those who were lucky to see it live on
the cameras. On 17 May the chicks were ringed by
Ringing
Nigel Jones, and he confirmed
we had a male and two
females.
That happy moment was then
completely shattered two days
later. The Cathedral staff
discovered that a Peregrine had
died in one of the gullies around
the opposite side of the
building. It was an adult male
and very sadly it was Chester.
A post mortem showed that he had become sick because of a
build-up of harmful parasites in his gut.
Since Chester paired up with Winnie around 2011, he had fathered at least 25 chicks to the flying stage (15 of these at the
Cathedral), so although the news of his death was very sad, he
had more than replaced himself on the planet.
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With three large chicks in the nest gully Winnie had to rear them by
herself, which was well within her capabilities, but she wasn’t alone
for long. Just two days later a young male Peregrine started to
make his presence known. In fact
he had been in the area before
Chester became ill and had kept
out of the way. Now that Winnie
was left alone he started to take a
few chances and turned up at the
nest site a couple of times, only
to be sent off by Winnie and
sometimes the chicks too! To our
delight we realised he was
known to us already - a male
born in 2019 on St Mary’s
Church Andover.
Alfred
Within a week the new male (now named Alfred by the Cathedral
staff) was allowed to join the family in the gully. He even sat nearby
while Winnie fed the chicks - a sure sign that he had been
accepted by her. However he was also showing signs of his
immaturity by stealing the chicks’ food rather than bringing in more.
At just two years old he will not have bred, so time will tell if he
works out to be Winnie’s partner this year.

Grounded chick

The three chicks grew fast, and the
male took its first flight on a sunny
day, landing in the middle of a group
of foreign tourists enjoying a picnic
on the grass. He was quickly
collected by the Cathedral staff and
put back in the gully. His larger sister
later took her first flight without any
problems.

But the smaller female was showing
signs of illness, and when she flew to the ground she was taken to
the Hawk Conservancy and died from an infection called
Trichomoniasis. It is also found in pigeons and can be very serious,
especially in young birds of prey.
So the cameras will be switched back on soon, and hopefully we
will have another successful Peregrine year in Winchester. Our
thanks go to Cathedral staff for their help in making this a success.
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Whooper Swan in flight - Paul Sterry
Whooper Swan - Paul Sterry

31

WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED
August - September 2021 by Tom Jordan

Around 223 species were seen during the period. This summary
focuses on larger counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities
reported throughout the period (capitals indicating national rarities
or species with less than annual occurrence in Hampshire).
Most records are from Birdguides and Goingbirding websites: a
much more complete picture will eventually appear in the
Hampshire Bird Report. Regular site summaries appear monthly in
Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS website. Sightings refer to
single birds unless otherwise stated. Inclusion in this list does not
indicate that sightings of rarities have been considered by the
appropriate records committee.
Russian White-fronted Goose: Farlington Marshes 34 18/12;
Taddiford 3 18/12; Oxey Marsh 3 18/12; Black Point, Hayling Island
21/12; Fishlake Meadows 2 27/12
Light-bellied Brent Goose: Farlington Marshes 16/10; Emsworth
8/11, 22/11; Black Point, Hayling Island 14/11
Barnacle Goose: Farlington Marshes 12/9, 27/10, 30/10, 4 20/11, 3
5/12, 194 13/12, 3 14/12, 260 15/12, 30 17/12; Titchfield Haven
7/10; Lymington-Keyhaven 86 16/10,
12 23/10 - 28/10, 13 1/11, 12 3/11, 12
6/11; Chichester Harbour 77 21/10;
Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 8/12;
Warblington 179 13/12; Emsworth 424
15/12; Northney Common, Hayling
Island 17/12
Pink-footed Goose: Fleet Pond 8/9,
Barnacle Geese - Andy Tew 24/9, 1/10 - 6/10; Tundry Pond
26/9, 29/9
Whooper Swan: Ripley Farm Reservoir 28/11, 29/11
Garganey: Titchfield Haven 3/9, 15/9; Pennington Marsh 11/9; Hill
Head 15/9
GREEN-WINGED TEAL: Ripley Farm Reservoir 30/11 - 4/12
Red-crested Pochard: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 12/10; Ibsley
North Lake, Blashford Lakes 30/11, 22/12 - 31/12
FERRUGINOUS DUCK: Kingfisher Lake, Blashford Lakes 21/11 31/12
Scaup: Blashford Lakes 11/9, 18/9, 19/9; Weston Shore 10/10;

Dunlin and Ringed Plover - Rob Porter
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WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED
Ripley Farm Reservoir 7/11, 8/11
Velvet Scoter: Brownwich/Hill Head Solent 11/12, 22/12; Hurst
Castle 11/12, 3 16/12; Barton-on-Sea 3 16/12
Black-throated Diver: Chichester Harbour 1-3 26/11 - 30/12;
Weston Shore 5/12; Eastney Point 2 12/12; Hayling Bay 20/12;
Langstone Harbour 2 12/12, 30/12; Stokes Bay 31/12
Great Northern Diver: Pennington Marsh 28/10; Chichester
Harbour 29/10, 1-4 11/12 - 31/12; Weston Shore 1-2 29/10 - 31/12;
Taddiford 3/11 Brownwich/Hill Head 13/11, 3/12, 17/12; Lepe 19/11,
24/12; Hayling Bay 29/11, 9/12, 17/2; Solent Breezes 3/12;
Langstone Harbour 5/12; Northam, Southampton 10/12, 11/12,
14/12, 15/2; Hook-with-Warsash 21/12; Netley 28/12
Storm Petrel: Pennington Marsh 3/10
Balearic Shearwater: Hill Head 4 4/9; Gilkicker Point 4 4/9; Sandy
Point, Hayling Island 26/9
Red-necked Grebe: Hayling Bay 11/11 - 19/11; Pennington Marsh
19/12 - 21/12
Slavonian Grebe: Weston Shore 19/10, 5/12, 2 18/12; LymingtonKeyhaven 1-2 22/10 - 17/12; Brownwich/d 2 26/10, 2-6 24/11 28/12; Chichester Harbour 2 2/11 - 10/11, 2 16/12, 2 21/12; Lepe 3
5/12 - 9/12; Keyhaven 2 21/12
Long-tailed Duck: Langstone Harbour 23/11 - 20/12; Hill
Head 19/12; Gilkicker Point 19/12
Red-throated Diver: Sandy Point/Chichester Harbour 26/9, 8/11,
8/12, 14/12; Brownwich/Hill Head 7/10, 22/10, 28/10, 29/11, 4 6/12,
2 17/12, 20/12; Lymington-Keyhaven 23/10, 2 22/11; Eastney Point
28/10; Beaulieu Estuary 6/11; Hook-with-Warsash 7/11; Gunner
Point, Hayling Island 8/11; Hook-with-Warsash 14/11, 18/11;
Hayling Bay 15/11; Lepe 17/11; Lee-on-the-Hill Head 1-2 5/11 27/12; Hayling Bay 2 14/11; Chichester Harbour 3/12, 9/12 2 30/12
- 31/12; Lee-on-the-Solent 12/12
Black-necked Grebe: Langstone Harbour 28/9, 16/10, max. 9
13/11 - 18/12; Hill Head 24/11
Glossy Ibis: Oxey Marsh 13/9;
Emsworth/Warblington 15/9 - 6/10;
Farlington Marshes 6/10, 9/10; North
Poulner Lake, Blashford Lakes 9 22/10
Spoonbill: Keyhaven/Pennington 2
10/9, 2 15/9, 2/10, 1/11 - 7/11; Lepe
19/9, 3/10; Titchfield Haven 19/9;
Inchmery 26/9, max. 14 26/11 - 19/12;
Glossy Ibis - Chris Rose
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WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED
Fleet Pond 2/10; Ashley (New Milton) 3/12
Bittern: Fishlake Meadows 11/10, 20/11 - 22/11, 28/11; Titchfield
Haven 14/10; Ivy Lake, Blashford Lakes 19/10
Cattle Egret: Hook-with-Warsash 10/9; Farlington Marshes 12/9,
13/9, 2 15/9, 24/9, 8/10, 20/10, 27/10, 30/10; Testwood Lakes 15/9;
Warblington 15/9, max. 11 23/11 - 26/12; Pennington Marsh 20/9 22/9; Tournebury, Hayling Island 8 24/9; Lower Test Marshes 28/9;
Oxey Marsh 20/10; Titchfield Haven 22/10; Ibsley Water, Blashford
Lakes 23/11, 25/11; Northney, Hayling Island 3 28/11, 4 29/11;
Titchfield Canal Path 30/11, 20/12, 28/12 - 30/12; Sowley Farm
28/12
Purple Heron: Ivy Lake, Blashford Lakes 9/9
Great White Egret: Beaulieu Abbey 2/9; Lymington-Keyhaven 3/9 29/9, 17/10 - 6/11; Fishlake Meadows 1-3 5/9 - 31/12; Blashford
Lakes 1-6 6/9 - 22/12; Fleet Pond 12/9, 23/9, 24/9, 13/10, 11/12;
Bickton 15/9, 30/12; Ovington 20/9; Titchfield Canal Path 22/9 30/9, 2 15/10; Farlington Marshes 24/9, 3 8/10; Dogmersfield Lake
25/9, 26/9, 21/11, 24/11, 5/12; Tundry Pond 26/9, 29/9, 2 1/10, 2
6/10, 17/10, 24/11,
5/12, 7/12; Lepe 28/9,
3/10, 9/10; Wonston
4/10, 1/12, 8/12;
Titchfield Haven 5/10,
11/10, 14/10, 1/11,
5/11; Testwood
Lakes 6/10, 26/10 31/10, 2 17/11, 1-2
4/12 - 29/12;
Longparish 9/10;
Yateley Gravel Pit
13/10, 20/10;
Great White Egret - Andy Tew
Chibden Bottom
22/10; Trigpoint Hill, Timsbury 26/10;
Gilkicker Point 3/11; Edenbrook CP, Fleet 7/11; Eversley Gravel Pit
12/11; Hill Head 16/11; Black Point, Hayling Island 16/11;
Brownwich 21/11; Skidmore 24/11; Bullington 30/11; Bransbury
Common 9/12; Hook-with-Warsash 9/12
Osprey: Fishlake Meadows 1-3 1/9 - 13/9; Farlington Marshes/
Langstone Harbour 3/9 - 10/10; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 3/9;
Lepe 5/9 - 3/10; Beaulieu Estuary 5/9; Hook-with-Warsash 6/9;
Fawley Power Station 8/9; Inchmery 9/9; Normandy Marsh 10/9,
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WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED
12/9; Aldershot 12/9; Mercury Marshes
16/9; Weston Shore 17/9, 28/9; Itchen
Bridge, Southampton 20/9; Locks Heath
22/9; Wherwell 26/9; Lower Test Marshes
1/10; Northney, Hayling Island 3/10;
Curbridge 17/10; Ashlett Mill Pond 22/10;
Osprey - Christine Wiffen
Ashlett Creek 27/10
Marsh Harrier: Fishlake Meadows 1-2 1/9 31/12; Farlington Marshes 6/9, 10/10, 13/11, 20/11, 28/11, 30/11,
14/12, 17/12; Lepe 9/9, 3/10, 11/10; Lymington-Keyhaven 1-2 18/9 22/12; Alresford Pond 2 21/9, 19/11, 3 23/11, 2 30/11; Alderhill Inclosure, NF 22/9; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 26/9, 29/10 - 26/11,
13/12, 20/12; Lepe 1/10; Lower Test Marshes 1-2 3/10 - 15/12; Hill
Head 6/10; Nursling Gravel Pit 7/10; Badminston GP 8/10, 28/12;
Hook-with-Warsash 24/10, 2/11, 3/11, 5/11, 18/11, 19/11, 29/11,
20/12; Titchfield Haven 1-2 1/11 - 18/12; Tournebury, Hayling Island
6/11; Taddiford 7/11; Brownwich 13/11, 2 28/11; Beaulieu Estuary
21/11; Calshot 4/12; Hythe, Shore Road 27/12
Hen Harrier: [Records away from roost sites] Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 8/10; Pitts Wood Inclosure 17/10; Backley Bottom, NF
8/11; Latchmore Bottom, NF 12/11; Chilling Cliffs 15/11; Barton-onSea 18/12
Avocet: [Records away from usual sites] Woolmer Pond 19/9;
Chilling Cliffs 5/11; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 8/11; Black Point,
Hayling Island 3 22/12, 40 30/12
Whimbrel: [Winter records] Hayling Oyster Beds 23/10, 19/11,
20/11; Bury Marshes 29/11; Farlington Marshes 16/12
Ruff: Pennington Marsh 1/9, 1-2 10/10 - 27/10, 6/11, 22/12; Titchfield Haven 2 3/9 - 7/9, 6 13/9, 2 16/9, 17/9; Farlington Marshes 6/9,
5/10, 16/10; Bunny Meadows (Warsash) 3 8/9; Hook-with-Warsash
19/9; Lower Test Marshes 20/9, 25/9; Normandy Marsh 3/11, 10/11,
14/11
Curlew Sandpiper: Normandy Marsh 1/9 - 6/9, 12/9, 8/10, 9/10;
Keyhaven 1/9; Langstone Harbour/Farlington Marshes 1-2 20/9 10/10; Hook-with-Warsash 2 20/9 - 29/9, 2 10/10; Emsworth 30/9;
Titchfield Haven 3/10 - 5/10
Purple Sandpiper: Southsea Castle max. 19 29/10 - 29/12; Bartonon-Sea 8 16/12; Chewton Bunny 7 28/12
Little Stint: Hook-with-Warsash 1/9 - 10/9; Pennington Marsh 1-6
2/9 - 20/9; Normandy Marsh 5/9, 25/9, 3 7/10 - 8/10, 2 9/10, 11/10 22/11; Titchfield Haven 6/9 - 11/9; 28/10 - 2/11; Eversley Common
7/9; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 31/10, 24/11
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WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED
WESTERN SANDPIPER: Normandy Marsh 4/10 - 14/10
Pectoral Sandpiper: Oxey Marsh/Normandy Marsh 9/9 - 25/9
Jack Snipe: Farlington Marshes 2
16/10; Titchfield Haven
Spotted Redshank - Chris Rose
29/10 - 23/12
Grey Phalarope: Ibsley
Water, Blashford Lakes
27/9 - 1/10; Titchfield
Haven 20/10; Set Thorns
Inclosure 31/10
Wood Sandpiper:
Keyhaven/Pennington 1-2
1/9 - 15/9; Titchfield Haven
1-2 2/9 - 15/9; Hill Head
8/9
Spotted Redshank: Lymington-Keyhaven 1-5 1/9 - 22/12;
Emsworth 1-2 8/11 - 26/12
Kittiwake: Stokes Bay 2 2/10; Hill Head 19/10; Eastney Point 6
28/10; Hurst Beach 2 28/10 Lepe 29/10; Milford-on-Sea 31/10;
Weston Shore 13/11; Ripley Farm Reservoir 1/12; Barton-on-Sea
16/12, 6 22/12; Langstone Harbour 28/12
Little Gull: Lee-on-the-Solent 4/9; Pennington Marsh 6/9;
Farlington Marshes 3/10; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 24/12, 29/12
LAUGHING GULL: Tweseldown 18/11
Iceland Gull: Weston Shore 6/12
Caspian Gull: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 14/11, 15/11, 21/11,
27/11, 28/11, 2/12, 7/12, 29/12
Yellow-legged Gull: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes max. 14 2/9 29/12; Hamble Point 11/9; Lower Test Marshes 25/9, 6/10, 7/10;
Yateley Gravel Pit 20/10; Lymington 2 18/11; Ivy Lake, Blashford
Lakes 3/12, 2 29/12; Barton-on-Sea 6/12; Tipner Lake, Portsmouth
Harbour 11/12; Redbridge Wharf 13/12
Arctic Tern: Hill Head 3/9; Hook-with-Warsash 4/9; Black Point,
Hayling Island 13/9; Weston Shore 30/9; Pennington Village 6/11
WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN: Hill Head 3/9, 4/9, 8/9, 9/9
Black Tern: Hill Head 4 3/9, 3 5/9, 2 6/9, 2 8/9; Ibsley Water,
Blashford Lakes 3/9, 3 4/9, 2 5/9; Lee-on-the-Solent 3 4/9;
Chichester Harbour 10/9
Great Skua: Hill Head 20/10
Arctic Skua: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 26/9; Beaulieu Estuary 3
2/10; Hill Head 18/10, 20/10; Gilkicker Point 27/10; Keyhaven
28/10; Pennington Marsh 13/11
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WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED
Short-eared Owl: Lymington-Keyhaven 9/10, 20/10, 23/11;
Farlington Marshes 22/10; Gunner Point, Hayling Island 19/11;
Titchfield Haven 1/12, 3/12; Portsdown Hill 16/12
Swift: [October record] Leadenhall 19/10
Hoopoe: Allbrook 1/10
Wryneck: Farlington Marshes 3/9, 4/9; Posbrook 3/9; Mingledown
Barn 7/9 - 9/9; Brockenhurst 11/9; Black Point, Hayling Island 7/10
Merlin: Lymington-Keyhaven 6/9; 17/9, 17/10, 20/10, 26/10, 28/10,
6/11, 28/11, 11/12, 21/12 South Wonston 10/9; Woolmer Pond 1/10;
Cockley Hill 5/10; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 12/10; Leaden Hall,
NF 12/10, 31/12; Brownwich 13/10; Hambledon 19/10, Portsdown
Hill 19/10; Lepe 21/10; Hill Head 23/10; Pennington Village 23/10,
27/11; Titchfield Haven 23/10; Black Gutter Bottom 24/10; Toyd
Down 24/10; Pigeon House Farm (Widley) 24/10; Ibsley Water,
Blashford Lakes 29/10; North Waltham 1/11; Backley Bottom, NF
1/11; Broomy Plain, NF 2/11; Pig Bush, NF 6/11; Trigpoint Hill,
Timsbury 12/11; Beacon Hill (Warnford) 13/11, 21/11; Beaulieu
Estuary 21/11; Matley Heath 9/12; Ocknell Plain 21/12; Havant
Thicket 24/12; Bransbury Common 28/12
Great Grey Shrike: Backley Bottom, NF 27/10 - 21/11
SHORT-TOED LARK: Tweseldown 17/10
Barn Swallow: [December record] Hook-with-Warsash 20/12 22/12; Chilling 21/12
Yellow-browed Warbler: Old Winchester Hill 15/9
Siberian Chiffchaff: Blashford Lakes 11/11, 9/12; Titchfield 11/11;
Darby Green 20/11, 2 27/12; Titchfield Haven 1-2 23/11 - 29/11;
Gilkicker Point 29/11; Eastleigh Sewage Farm 11/12; Keyhaven
Marsh 26/12
Barn Swallow - Chris Rose
‘Eastern’ Lesser Whitethroat:
Sandy Point, Hayling Island
25/10
Ring Ouzel: Leaden Hall, NF 13 14/10 - 25/10; Lower Test
Marshes 16/10; Sandy Point,
Hayling Island 24/10; Old
Winchester Hill 25/10;
Portsdown Hill 26/10, 28/10,
2/11; Clumber Inclosure 2/11
Pied Flycatcher: Bedhampton 1/9; Acres Down, NF 4/9; Northney,
Hayling Island 1-2 5/9 - 10/9; Peartree Green LNR, Southampton
9/9
Black Redstart: Portsmouth 6/10, 5/11, 10/11; Abbotswood 20/10;

37

WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED
Romsey 20/10, 21/10; Colemore 28/10; Southampton City Centre
29/10, 30/10, 14/11; Pennington 31/10; Lee-on-the Solent Airfield
2/11, 15/11; Hamble Shore 3/11; Hambledon 6/11; Sandy Point,
Hayling Island 15/11; Gilkicker Point 19/11; Hurst Castle 2 11/12 17/12; Woolston, Southampton 31/12
RICHARD’S PIPIT: Farlington Marshes 17/10
Water Pipit: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 1-2 17/10 - 2/12; Lepe
22/10, 9/12, 26/12; Alresford Watercress Beds 28/10, 19/11, 24/11,
14/12; Lower Test Marshes 4 28/10, 23/11; Warblington 9/11; Ivy
Lake, Blashford Lakes 15/11; Titchfield Canal Path 2 20/11, 26/11;
Tipner Lake, Portsmouth Harbour 28/11; Southsea 29/11
ORTOLAN BUNTING: Sholing 19/9
Snow Bunting: Leaden Hall, NF 24/10 - 29/10; Hook-with-Warsash
1/11 - 8/11; Hayling Island 1-8 6/11 - 27/11, 19/12; Barton-on-Sea
14/11
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW: Southampton Docks 13/12
Please send records to the County Recorder so that they can be
included in the HOS database and Hampshire Bird Report.
You should send sightings to: Keith Betton, 8 Dukes Close, Folly
Hill, Farnham, GU9 0DR (Tel. 01252 724068)
Email: keithbetton@hotmail.com. Records can also be submitted
as an email attachment using the Recording Form available at
www.hos.org.uk

Black Redstart - Andy Tew
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OUT BIRDING
Cheesefoot Head – November 2021
Twenty-two people squeezed into the car park at Cheesefoot Head
on a mild November morning. Farmland
birds were the main target of this walk
and we were quickly in luck with large
flocks of Linnets and Chaffinches
moving between the bushes and
adjacent fields. With a bit of patience a
couple of Bramblings were picked out
as well as a single Yellowhammer and
a pair ofStonechats.

As we walked through the open fields Skylarks were numerous with
some singing overhead, while a few
Meadow Pipits also flew up from the
fields. Red Kites were an almost
constant sight overhead along with the
occasional Buzzard and Kestrel, but
the raptor highlight was a young
Peregrine that put up a huge flock of
Woodpigeons from the fields.
We headed into the woods to see if we
could spot Marsh Tit and we heard
several but unfortunately they
remained out of sight. Between the group we managed to add
Redwing, Nuthatch, Goldcrest, Bullfinch
and a flock of Long-tailed Tits to the list.

Heading back into the farmland we
enjoyed another pair of Stonechats as well
as flyover Mistle Thrush and Stock Dove
before arriving back at the car park having
covered almost exactly four miles.
Tom Jordan
Photos: Brambling, Long-Tailed Tit and Stonechat by Rob Porter
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OUT BIRDING
St Catherine’s Hill and Twyford Down – September 2021.
10 of us met at St Catherine’s Hill for a walk in search of autumn
migrants.
First we headed into ‘Plague Pit
Valley’ where we spent a good deal
of time checking the bushes.
Blackcaps were numerous, along
with some Chiffchaffs and
Whitethroats but we didn’t see any
Redstarts or Flycatchers which
regularly appear here in early
September.

On the hillside we could see a very large flock of Goldfinches while
Kestrel and Buzzard appeared overhead. After heading across the
motorway bridge onto Twyford Down I declared that the area we
were approaching is the best in Winchester for Wheatears and
Whinchats – and thankfully the birding gods spared my
embarrassment as we were soon watching two Wheatears and a
Whinchat lined up next to each other along the fence line. They
were very co-operative and we were able to see them through the
scopes and get a really good look at the two species, allowing a
good comparison.
Birds were rather sparse as we crossed
the golf course although Great Spotted
and Green Woodpeckers were added to
the list.
After a cold and misty start to the morning
the weather had warmed up considerably
and we had a good show of common
butterflies before heading back to the
car park.

Tom Jordan
Photos: Kestrel and Green Woodpecker - Rob Porter
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THE HOS 5K CHALLENGE
With the start of the New Year birders often set themselves a
challenge to see as many birds as possible, perhaps racing around
the county to achieve that. So this year HOS has announced an
eco-friendly challenge that already 30 people are taking part in.
The challenge is to find as many species as
possible in your local area in 2022. Even
though we are in February you can still have
a go as the winter birds are still here in good
numbers.
There are a few basic rules:







There are two categories - inland and coastal to make it
fair because it should be possible for people living on the
coast to see more species.
The recording area will always be a 5km x 5km square and
your home address needs to be within that square. If you
live just outside the county, you can still take part so long as
at least some of the square is in Hampshire.
Only wild species can be included (ie those with a selfsustaining population in the county).
Heard-only records can count for commoner species but for
rarer ones we would like to hear a recording to be
sure. Rarities can only be included if accepted by the HOS
Records Panel.

To take part, send your name, address and email to Keith Betton
(keithbetton@hotmail.com) and state where you want the map to
be centred on (either a postcode or a grid reference). You will be
sent a map and a list of anticipated species based on past records
to help you see how you are doing as the year progresses.
We never share your address and email with other members.
We will run a regular update on how everyone is doing. If you want
to do it in secret that’s OK -just say.

It is designed to be fun – and those who have walked their local
area during lockdown have told us it’s enjoyable finding new bits of
your local area that are good for birds.
Enjoy watching local birds in 2022!
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H05 1N NUM8ER5
This is a quick look at the membership of HOS in
numbers. Our focus this issue is on the binoculars and
scopes you all use when out birding.
Our 2021 optics survey showed that:
43% of you use Swarovski binoculars. Nikon came second with
20%. In third place was Zeiss with 18%.
There was a five-way tie at bottom of the list with Bausch & Lomb,
Bushnell, Canon, Pentax and RSPB on 2%.
In terms of the size of binoculars HOS members prefer, 45% use
10x40 with 8x40 coming in second with 23%.
It appears that nobody
(0%) uses 12x60
binoculars.

Switching to
telescopes, again
Swarovski is way out in
front with 48% of
members surveyed
saying this was the
scope they use.
Kowa was a distant
second with 13% while
Zeiss and Optolyth didn’t trouble the scorers with 0%.
In terms of eyepiece magnification on your scopes a whopping 83%
use 20-60 x magnification. And we registered another 83% of
members using an angled scope.
When buying optical equipment price was most important for 17%
of members, while 68% believe that quality/build is the most
important consideration. 15% believe that the weight of the
equipment matters most.
Look out for future optical surveys from HOS.
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FOCUS ON BLASHFORD LAKES
This overview of Blashford Lakes is taken from the book
Where to Watch Birds in Dorset, Hampshire and the Isle of
Wight by Keith Betton. Used with permission of the author.
The Blashford Lakes are a series of flooded gravel pits of various
ages ranging from the 1950s to very recent. They offer a wide
range of habitats from lakes bordered by well-established scrub
and woodland to more recent pits with shallows, little marginal
vegetation and areas of bare gravel.
A New Forest stream, the Dockens Water, flows through the
reserve providing an important woodland corridor on its way to its
confluence with the Hampshire Avon. It is a magnificent reserve
with an excellent network of gravelled footpaths leading to hides
and viewing screens allowing visitors the opportunity to watch a
wide selection of birds often at point-blank range.
The site is managed by the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
in partnership with Bournemouth Water and Wessex Water.
Species
The Blashford Lakes host an impressive variety and abundance of
winter wildfowl. The main species are
Eurasian Wigeon and Gadwall, but large
numbers of feral Greylag and Canada
Geese, Common Teal, Shovelers,
Pochards and Tufted Ducks can also be
expected. Shelducks, Pintails and Common
Goldeneyes are also present.

Pochard - Andy Tew

Goosander, which is
still a relatively scarce species in the
region, is a local speciality and
numbers regularly exceed 100, and
have exceeded 200 in cold winters.
Although some birds are present during
the day, larger numbers arrive during
the late afternoon from neighbouring
Goosander - Rob Porter
feeding areas such as the River Avon and
New Forest ponds to roost on Ibsley Water. Scaup is an
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occasional visitor both in winter and autumn, and there are recent
sightings of Common Scoter in summer and Long-tailed Duck in
autumn and winter. There are also winter reports of rarer wildfowl
such as American Wigeon, Red-crested Pochard, Ring-necked
Duck, Lesser Scaup and a single Ferruginous Duck, which has
visited annually since 2011, but favours Kingfisher Lake which has
no access or viewing.
Good numbers of Little and Great Crested Grebes frequent the
lakes complex with one or two Black-necked Grebes overwintering
on Ibsley Water in recent years.
Both Little Egrets and Grey Herons are non-breeding residents.
Great Egrets have increased and occasionally Cattle Egrets appear
depending on their occasional influxes. At least one Bittern has
taken up residence most winters in the small reedbed in front on
the North Hide on Ivy Lake. Winter waders regularly include
Northern Lapwing along with a few Common Snipe and Green
Sandpipers. Winter flooding in the River Avon valley attracts large
numbers of Black-tailed Godwits which often roost on Ibsley Water
and occasionally some of the other lakes. During winter afternoons,
large numbers of gulls roost on Ibsley
Lapwing - Rob Porter
Water, mainly Black-headed and
Lesser Black-backed Gulls with
smaller numbers of Common, Herring
and just one or two Great Blackbacked Gulls. Kingfishers can be
seen along the Dockens Water and
around the lakes throughout the year.
The woodland areas, particularly
between Ellingham and Ivy Lakes, are
particularly rich in birdlife. Bird feeders strategically located near the
Blashford Lakes Centre and in front of the Woodland Hide provide
excellent viewing opportunities for a wide range of birds during the
winter including Great Spotted Woodpecker, several species of tit,
Nuthatch and various finches including Brambling, Siskin and
Lesser Redpoll.
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers are sometimes seen near the
Blashford Centre during the late winter and early spring. Other
woodland residents such as Goldcrest, Treecreeper and Jay can be
seen, along with an occasional Firecrest, while flocks of Fieldfares
and Redwings roam around the lakes complex. Resident raptors
such as Sparrowhawk and Common Buzzard are much in evidence
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during the winter and Peregrine Falcons are frequently seen.
The lakes complex boasts an
impressive list of migrant
waders including
Oystercatcher, Ringed and Grey
Plovers and Green
Sandpipers all likely to be seen
on passage in autumn and
Garganey is occasionally seen
on passage. The Blashford
Lakes are a favoured feeding
Sparrowhawk - Andy Tew
area for both migrant and locally breeding
Hobbies, while Ospreys occasionally pass through on passage.
The bushes and scrub around the lakes attract small numbers of
Common Redstart, the commoner warblers and Spotted Flycatcher, while Yellow Wagtails and Northern Wheatears favour the more
open areas such as Ibsley Water. Numbers of hirundines and
Common Swifts can be very large in spring and autumn.
With such a diversity of habitat, it is not surprising the Blashford
Lakes supports a rich variety of breeding birds including
Oystercatcher, Little Ringed Plover, Northern Lapwing and
Redshank. Common Terns nest on special rafts that have
enabled them to succeed. Breeding waterfowl regularly include
Greylag and Canada Geese, Gadwall, Tufted Duck and Little and
Great Crested Grebes, and Shelduck breed most years. Sand
Martins nest in a recently constructed artificial bank and isolated
patches of reedbeds
attract a few pairs of
Canada Geese - Chris Rose
Reed Warblers and
Reed Buntings, but
Sedge Warblers are
only present on
passage. The areas of
scrub and woodland
also support a good
selection of breeding
birds.

The area is good for birds and wildlife all year, but bird numbers
are greatest during the winter when Goosanders and large
numbers of gulls roost on Ibsley Water during late afternoon.
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Access
For directions to the Blashford Lakes Centre and Ivy, Ellingham
and Rockford Lakes, plus Ibsley Water and information about the
whole site check the Hamphire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust at
www.hiwwt.org.uk. The reserve is open from 9am-4.30pm daily
apart from Christmas Day. Outside these hours only the footpaths
are accessible. Hides can get very crowded at weekends, so it is
well worth arriving as soon as entrance gates are opened at 9am.
The paths are
accessible for
wheelchairs and
mobility scooters
(although distances
are large). All gates
are accessible-friendly
and open wide with a
RADAR key. All hides
have ramped access
and you can borrow
mobility scooters .

Year round
Greylag and Canada
Geese, Gadwall,
Tufted Duck, Little and
Great Crested Grebes,
Cormorant, Little
Egret, Grey Heron,
Sparrowhawk,
Common Buzzard,
Peregrine Falcon, Red
Kite, Marsh Harrier,
Goshawk, Northern
Lapwing, Kingfisher,
Green and Great
Spotted Woodpeckers,
Goldcrest, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Jay and Reed Bunting.
Spring/early summer
Hobby, Oystercatcher, Little Ringed and Ringed Plovers, Common
and Green Sandpipers, Redshank, Little Gull, Black and Common
Tern, Sand Martin, Sedge, Reed and Garden Warblers, migrants
including Yellow Wagtail and Northern Wheatear.
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BLASHFORD LAKES - THE BOOK
Simon Woolley writes about his new book
The Birds of Blashford Lakes

Everyone wants a book covering the birds at their local
patch, and I’m no exception. So, when one doesn’t exist
write your own!
I’ve lived at Blashford for over a decade now and to put “The Birds
of Blashford Lakes” together, I trawled through old Hampshire Bird
Reports and the goingbirding.co.uk databases, so that the book
would be as complete and as detailed as possible.
The book covers the area from the A338 to the Gorley Road, and
from Ibsley Bridge to the outskirts of Ringwood. Every species
recorded has its own account plus full dated records for the scarcer
species. As well as charting the fortunes of the commoner species
(some going up, some going down), this book is a trove of
information on some of the most exciting rarities too. It’s also fully
updated to the end of 2021!

Here are a few nuggets to whet your appetite.
Three different Bonaparte’s Gulls have been found, in the springs
of 2017, 2019 and 2020. Snow Bunting, Shore Lark, Glaucous
Gull, Little Auk, Long-eared Owl, Gannet and Fulmar have all been
recorded just once. The “greatest rarity” prize is much debated, but
front runners include Franklin’s Gull, Thayer’s Gull, Collared
Pratincole, Long-tailed Skua and Greenland Redpoll.
The book also covers the
history of Blashford Lakes,
reviews the habitats and has
photos and maps.
Grab yourself a bargain at
Amazon. It’s also available on
Kindle and via our new
website
www.blashfordbirds.co.uk.
I’m out and about birding at Blashford Lakes most days – do stop
me and say hello!
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BOOK REVIEW
BOOK REVIEW
BOOK REVIEW
By Keith Betton
Europe’s Birds: An Identification Guide
By Rob Hume, Rob Still, Andy Swash and
Hugh Harrop
Wild Guides & Princeton University Press.
2021
640 pages. Softback. £20.00
ISBN 978-0-691-17765-6
A couple of years ago I reviewed Britain’s Birds,
which was produced by the same team. Like
that very popular production, this new book uses cleverly created multiple-image plates of great photographs laid
out to show you 928 species in a variety of plumages and different
poses. The designers have laid out the concise text and maximised
the visual images of which there are at least 4,700! All of this
imagery takes up space and for a softback it is quite heavy at
1.4kg, but it is available on Kindle.
The book starts with a brief introduction with lessons on bird
anatomy, ageing, sexing and moult, and an explanation of how the
accounts are laid out. For each species there is a concise
description covering the main plumages, calls and flight
characteristics. In some cases confusion species are also
suggested. There
is a distribution
map for 540
species but sadly
these are often the
feature that fails to
work well in this
book. The whole of
Europe is shown in
an area of a
standard 1st-class
postage stamp
(25mm x 25mm)
and the quality of
the printing fails to
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convey enough detail for many species, and for coastal birds it is
hard to work out what is distribution, and what is just coastline.
Hampshire birders will
also be surprised to
see that Dartford
Warbler is absent from
southern England,
while Willow Tit is
widespread.
Beyond the main
European species
pages there are three
appendices: endemic
birds of the Atlantic
Islands, vagrant birds
in Europe and
established introductions. Within the vagrant section the American
passerines are squeezed into quite a small space - but if you
already have the sister publication, Britain’s Birds you’ll find they
are given more space in that.
I already carry the Collins Bird Guide with me everywhere because
it’s an app on my phone but for its range of images Europe’s
Birds will be the book that I turn to when I want to see a wider
range of plumages and ages. At just 2p per species it offers
amazing value.
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DESERT ISLAND BOOKS
Annette Clayson is the HOS member marooned on a desert
island for this issue.

I have always been interested in birds but my interest has remained
at a very basic level. I’ve been on a Dawn Chorus walk once, I have
done the county-based bird race a couple of times with London as
the county. But, in general, I just like watching the birds in my
garden and often take my binoculars when out for a walk. I am
absolutely no expert. My choice of books reflects this.
A Field Guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe.
Peterson, Mountford and Hollom
I bought this book in 1985 with a book token that I had
bought my grandfather for Christmas but who had sadly
died before he could buy a book for himself. So besides
being a very solid guide it also has great sentimental
value.

Adventure Lit Their Star Kenneth Allsop
One of the best books I have ever read. It is about the
discovery of Little Ringed Plovers in a South of
England Sandpit. Nature writing at its best.

Birds Britannica Mark Cocker (who took over
writing this book when Richard Mabey suffered
a mental breakdown)
Everything you ever wanted to know about birds
that isn’t in a field guide. Their local names, their
relationships with humans, interpretation of songs
and calls. Absolutely fascinating.
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Bearded Tit (Note the play on words) – A love
story with Feathers Rory McGrath
This man knows the Latin name for almost every bird
that has ever flown. He describes his growth into a
card-carrying, obsessional birdwatcher – and very
funny too.

How to be a Bad Birdwatcher Simon Barnes
I love this chap’s writing too. This book takes a broad view
of the art – (but is it art?) of birdwatching. It reassured me
that you can watch birds anywhere and anyhow you like.

Oiseaux de nos Regions Fernand Nathan
I love bird watching in France. This is a very basic
book but helps me to know a Rouge-Gorge when I
see one.
However nowadays I am cautious when peering down
a gorge in the Ardeche with my binoculars looking for
exciting avifauna, as I once noticed that the canoeists
on the river were starkers and I realised that people
around me thought that’s what I was looking at – as if!

KINGFISHER ISSUE 173 SUMMBER 2022
The next issue of Kingfisher will be out in June 2022.
If you would like to submit articles please send them to
hoskingfisher@outlook.com by 6 May.

Calling all photographers
Keep your amazing pictures of all species coming in via the email
address above. However, for the next issue. I’m looking particularly
for pictures of Purple Sandpiper and Fieldfare. So, who’s up for
the challenge?
When you send pictures in, please make sure the jpeg file name
contains the species, where it was taken and your name.
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HOS Cryptic Crossword 11
By Andy Johnson
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

18

17

19

20

21

22

Across
3 High level musician, Brian, regularly sung own tunes,
initially badly (4,7)
7 Hoopoes raise a clutch, ‘Under Pressure’ initially (5)
8 See 20a
10 Endlessly perplex after a rejection of Queen’s record
label (5)
12 Miracle Flash – without him, nothing, no-one tackles
merciless predator (9,6)
14 Awareness of ‘Somebody (for example) to love’ (3)

52

16 See 13d
17 See 13d
18 Former regular visitor, “Flipping heck,” barks Freddie, topless (3
-6,6)
20 & 8a Ran ‘Breakthru’ arena, with number ‘One Vision’ (4,3)
21 Brian regularly left; book replacement American musician (8)
22 Right scandalous brew with Queen lead singer (4,7)
Down
1 Singer – born natural, left for energy sleep, quietly back in
Queen, possibly (8,7)
2 Name-callers mix-up: Mercury was left without May, right? (7)
3 Flier: “Almost rescue missing hot actress”, Gordon’s usual line
(8,7)
4 Sniff out endless, odd ‘Radio Ga Ga’ (5)
5 Brian May ends in the style of an antelope! (5)
6 Newbie, we hear, would kiss Queen’s drummer (5,10)
9 Crowd’s final show of hands after not so much Queen, as
Queen’s backing singer (6,7)
11 Siberian singers perform ‘Hot Space’, ripping the last two off!
(7,6)
13, 17a & 16a Chart-topper, with single “Don’t stop…” (3-3-3)
15 Deacon half built endless racket within earshot (7)
19
Call girl who interviewed Queen (5)

Solution to crossword 10
P A
L
P
I
I N
E
E S
W
W I
F
E T
A
S C
E
R

L L A S S
U
Q
I
U R
A
O
C A
R
C
K I M O
O
H
L L I E
E
R
C
P O E
R
N
A U P
J
K
E
E D N E C

W A R B
H
E
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N
U
H
P T O R
N
J
E G
A
Y
R
B O
U
T A Z
R
Z
A C A N
C
R
K E D S

L E
A
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L
E
W
R E
E
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R

A
H T
T
C U
A
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P
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A
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T
A
E
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PHOTO FINISH

MAKING

Photos
(clockwise from
top left):
Blackcap,
Tufted Ducks,
Coots, Mallard
All photos Brian Cartwright
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PHOTO FINISH

A SPLASH!
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PHOTO FINISH

SITTING
Bearded Tit - Rob Porter

Starling - Andy Tew

Firecrest - Gareth Rees
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PHOTO FINISH

PRETTY
Bullfinch - Rob Porter

Black Redstart - Andy Tew

Marsh Tit - Andy Tew
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PHOTO FINISH

DINNER

Snow Bunting - Gareth Rees

Fieldfare - Rob Porter

Magpie - Brian Cartwright
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PHOTO FINISH

TIME!

Nuthatch - Mike Duffy

Blackcap - Brian Cartwright

Sanderling - Dennis Gilman
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NEW DATE! NEW DATE! NEW DATE! NEW DATE!

ARE YOU READY?
The HOS members’ day and AGM is fast
approaching.
Don’t miss out - book your place today at
www.hos.org.uk

We’ve got great speakers, stalls
and exhibitions.
This is your chance to find out what the
Society is doing for birds and nature
conservation. As well as seeing what’s on
offer for members.

Saturday 2nd April 2022
St Swithun’s School,
Alresford Rd,
Winchester
SO21 1HA
11am - 5pm

See you there!
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