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Taking Flight 
Editorial by Carol Rawlings 

 
Welcome to the first issue of Kingfisher in 2022. 
I hope you enjoy reading it as much as Iôve 
enjoyed editing it. 
 
Before I go on to tell you a little more about 
whatôs in store for you on the following pages, I 
just wanted to take a few moments to pay my 
tribute to my predecessor Barry Page. 
 
Barry is a tough act to follow. His hard work and 
enthusiasm made Kingfisher a joy to read for 
me and all other HOS members. He created a 
lively and informative publication that Iôm sure is 
the envy of many other organisations. I would 
personally like to thank Barry for his support 
and help as I took up the reins of this, my first 
issue, as Editor.  
 
As we move from winter to spring, I always find 
it a bittersweet time of year. We say goodbye to 
winter coats and 
cold days and look 
forward to more 
sunshine and the 
return of our 
summer birds.  
 
I enjoy a sky full  
of swifts and 
swallows, the 
booming of 
bitterns and the 
hatching, feeding 
and fledging of 
chicks (especially Peregrines). But I also miss 
my winter neighbours, the Brent Geese who 
constantly fly over my house as they roost and 
feed around Tipner Shore here in Portsmouth.  
 
Itôs also that time of year when roses and red 
hearts are the order of the day, and so weôve 
asked four HOS members to tell us about their 
bird valentine, their first date and why they fell 
in love. Youôll find those love stories on  
page 10. 
 
We also have lots of information about the AGM 
and Membersô Day which is happening on 
Saturday 2 April. You will find the agenda and 
information about our exciting speakers on 
page 8. Please note the change of date and 

Juvenile  Peregrine Karen Austin 
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make sure you turn up on the right day. I look forward to meeting as many 
of you as possible and please feel free to introduce yourself and tell me 
what you think of this issue of Kingfisher.  
 
We are also launching our new initiative for female members, to help 
encourage them to get more involved in the Society. This follows the 
article in Kingfisher a couple of issues back about the potential barriers 
facing women members that prevent them from attending walks and talks 
and even going birding on their own, something that many of us take for 
granted. You can find out more on page 15 ï and I encourage women 
members of HOS to sign up and get involved. I certainly will be. 
 
Weôve got an amazing offer for HOS members who can get their hands on 
the new book Rare Birds of Hampshire at the pre-publication price of 
Ã27.50. It looks fantastic so donôt miss out - order yours today. 
 
Also in this issue you will find some fun facts about bird migration, an 
update on the exploits of the Winchester Peregrines (well I couldnôt edit 
my first issue without featuring my very own bird valentine!) and news 
about what our young members have been up to. 
 
You will also find regular features ï upcoming events, whatôs been 
spotted, book reviews, the crossword and Desert Island Books, which this 
issue has been chosen by Annette Clayson. 
 
And, we are showcasing the amazing talent of our local photographers in 
Photo Finish, a new regular feature so that we can all enjoy the fabulous 
pictures that have been sent in. So, get out your cameras and start 
snapping away and your pictures could feature in future issues. 
 
Enjoy this issue and a spring filled with birding. 
 

Carol  
 

 
Brent Geese - Rob Porter 
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JOIN THE FLOCK 
 
Last year was a great year for new memberships of HOS with 203 new 
members flocking to  join us. Welcome. 
 
This is just a reminder to all members that renewals were due in  
January. So, if you havenôt already, renew today. Donôt get left behind! 
 
If you have already paid for 2022 - many thanks. If paying for your  
membership has slipped your mind you can make a one-off payment of 
Ã16 by internet banking (details below). If you do this, please ensure 
that the payee information contains your name and initials. Alternatively, 
please make out a cheque for Ã16 to Hampshire Ornithological  
Society and send it to the Membership Secretary (address below).  
 
It is best for HOS if members pay by standing order on 2 January every 
year. If you have a standing order for the old rate of Ã12 please 
contact your bank as soon as possible to change the amount to 
Ã16. A standing order form can be downloaded from the ñMembership 
Renewalò page of the HOS website. When setting up a standing order, 
please ensure that the payee information contains your name and  
initials. (Only an account holder can change a standing order). HOS is 
currently unable to offer payment by direct debit. 
 
Lloyds Bank, Castle Street, Christchurch. 
Sort code 30-92-02, Account number 01182908. 
 
Although subscriptions increased in 2019, there are still members  
paying Ã12. Jane Calderin is following up on these, so you may receive 
an email, phone call or letter from her asking you to pay the missing 
amount. Only fully paid-up members receive Kingfisher and the 
Hampshire Bird  Report.  
 
Some people paid the correct amount of Ã16, but forgot to cancel their 
old Standing Order of Ã12. If thatôs you, weôll be in touch to refund you.  
 
Kay Shillitoe, HOS Membership Secretary 
ñWesterlyò, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham, Fareham, Hants PO17 6HY 
kay.shillitoe@gmail.com   Dunlin - Rob Porter 

mailto:kay.shillitoe@gmail.com
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After all, thatôs 
what everyone 
says isnôt it? 
Boring meetings 
full of financial 
information and 
dry as dust 
presentations ï 
awful coffee and no biscuits. 
 
Well, have you ever thought that you might be going to the wrong 
meetings, or speaking to the wrong people? 
 
Iôve been to one HOS AGM pre-covid and one online version  
during the pandemic and I can honestly say they were anything but 
boring. And I speak as a person who would rather be out doing 
things, rather than in a room talking about things. 
 
Even the business bits were interesting. Finding out what my subs 

are being used for and the amazing work 
HOS is doing where I live was fascinating 
and absolutely time well spent. 
 
I met some interesting people, found out 
more than I ever wanted to about bird poo 
(thanks Mr Packham!) and enjoyed coffee 
and biscuits at both, although I think 

HOSôs coffee is probably better than mine! 
 
This year we have some amazing  
speakers (see page 9) and some stalls 
for you to browse to find out whatôs  
happening with wildlife near you.  
 
HOS has taken all the necessary steps 
to ensure that the event is safe and  
adheres to current rules around Covid.  
So, if youôve never considered coming to the HOS AGM before, 
this might be the year to give it a try. 
 
Why not come along and find out for yourself. So the next time 
someone tells you AGMs are boring, you can put them right. 

AGMs ARE BORING, RIGHT? 

Words Carol Rawlings. Pictures Ian Julian 
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MEMBERSô DAY INFORMATION  

 
 
11am     Doors open 
                  Display stands and trade stalls open 
 
12.30pm    Welcome & introduction - Keith Betton, HOS Chair 
 
12.35pm    HOS AGM - Chris Packham, HOS President 
                   The 43rd Annual General Meeting of the Hampshire       
     Ornithological Society will be held at 12.35pm. Only 
      fully paid up members of the Society may vote at the 
      meeting. After the formal business committee     
      members will be available to answer questions. 
 
1.30pm     Our Birding Year - The HOS Young Members 
 
2.15pm     Interval 
                  Tea, coffee and cake (and time to chat, visit stalls)  
 
3.15pm      The fight against rural and wildlife crime in  
                   Hampshire - lnspector Korine Bishop, Head of           
     Rural Policing, Hampshire Constabulary 
      
3.45pm      Catching the killers - Mark Thomas, Head of  
                  Investigations, RSPB  
 
4.15pm     Discussion chaired by Chris Packham 
 
4.45pm     Chairôs closing remarks 
 
 
To keep HOS members safe and comply with any current Covid 
guidelines, we need to have an idea of the numbers attending the 
AGM/Membersô Day.   
  
We will be sending out an email with a link to a simple registration 
form.  If you donôt receive it, or If we donôt have an email address 
for you, please register on the HOS website (www.hos.org.uk). 
Members with no internet access write to Barry Page, Woodbine 
Cottage, Goatacre Road, Medstead, Hants GU34 5PU to register 
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MEMBERSô DAY SPEAKERS 

Korine Bishop 
 
Korine Bishop has been a police officer for 
25 years. She started her career in the  
Metropolitan Police in 1997 and moved to 
Hampshire in 2000 where she worked in  
Portsmouth and Southampton as a  
frontline response officer. After promotion to 
Sergeant she worked in Shirley and  
Southampton custody and then moved to the 
The New Forest, the place where she felt 
most at home.  
 
Four and a half years ago she found her 
calling, managing the team who look after all wildlife and rural 
crime offences. She enjoys the partnership working involved in this 
post and her highlights to date have been ringing Peregrine Falcon 
chicks with the HOS Peregrine team and monitoring the chicks out 
at the Solent fort. 
 
Mark Thomas 
 
Mark Thomas is the Head of Investigations at the RSPB. Mark has 
worked for the RSPB for 25 years and within the Investigations 
team for 23 of those. Mark is an avid birder and ringer and spends 
most of his spare time on the  
Yorkshire coast at his patch  
at Buckton.  
 
Mark is currently writing the 
Birds of Buckton, a book  
documenting 50 years of  
birdwatching at Buckton.  
 
In his job, Mark leads a team, 
working alongside the police,  
detecting and investigating 
the killing of birds of prey..  

Photo: Ed Green 
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MY BIRD VALENTINE 

Itôs that time of year, when red roses and hearts are the order 
of the day. With that in mind we asked four HOS members to 
tell us about their bird valentines. 
 
Passionate about 
Puffins - Leah Pink 
 
I first saw Puffins on 
Skomer island in 
Wales about eight 
years ago when I was  
eight. And I fell in love! 
I was lucky to go back 
and visit last year - 
this time with a big 
camera and lens.  
 
What I like most about Puffins is their big character. Itôs so  
interesting to watch and learn from their behaviour. Flying in with a 
beak full of sand eels and instantly going down into their burrows, it 
proved really tricky to take a photo in that moment. One romantic 
fact about Puffins is their courtship ritual called billing which is  
rubbing their beaks together while gathering nesting materials. 
 
Indian romance - Barry Page 
 
My most memorable, and favourite, avian ódateô came about after 
nearly two years of pursuit when I lived in India. Numerous outings 
ending in disappointment and emotions akin to heartache, as yet 
another venture into a humid forest had drawn a blank.    
  
This time cupid was on my side on yet another foray into the  
forests of the Western Ghats in SW India with my good friend and 
guide Bopanna. The distinctive ówheet-teuuô two-note whistling call 
of a ñnavrangò (translated ónine coloursô, or in Hindi óbeautifulô) 
caused my heart to race and the palms of my hands to sweat at the 
prospect of finally meeting the long held focus of my affection.  
Then suddenly we were no more than 10 feet apart. A moment 
frozen in time, over before we got the chance to introduce  
ourselves, and I feared also over before Iôd managed to capture an 
image of my besotted.  
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As I scrolled back through my  
pictures, image after image 
showed nothing more than the 
dense undergrowth.  
 
But then, there it was. Iôd managed 
to capture an image of my date 
with an Indian Pitta (Pitta  
brachyura).   
 
I doubt the Pitta ever gave me a 
second thought, but I, for sure, will 
always remember that moment.    
  

Soft spot for the Spotted Flycatcher - Nicola Whitmarsh 
 
My valentine for 2022 is the Spotted Flycatcher. Obviously, Iôm  
suffering the pains of a long-distance relationship at present, but 
the memories of last summerôs joyful rendezvous are helping to 
pull me through. 
 
I first discovered Spotted Flycatchers following my adoption of a 
BTO BBS survey square (thanks Glynne Evans, BTO Hampshire  
Regional Representative) on the  
outskirts of Bishops Waltham. While 
exploring quiet country footpaths I 
would  never have ventured down, I 
was delighted to be acquainted with 
my first Spotted Flycatcher.  
 
I spent the summer watching a whole 
family being raised and it felt like a 
secret romance shared just with me.  
 
Understated yet unmistakeable and 
eminently beautiful, this bird holds a 
special little place in my heart. 
 
A Stone-curlew Stole my Heart - Keith Betton 
 
I love the Stone-curlew! It is a migrant to the UK from Spain and 
North Africa and is found across much of Europe living on open 
steppes with stony ground and sparse vegetation.  
 
When I think back to our first meeting, it was on a farm in north 

Rob Porter 
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Hampshire in the 1990s, and I was excited at seeing this bird even 
though it was 200m away. It saw me straightaway and - rather than 
the fatal attraction moment - it immediately hid! Stone-curlews are 
good at doing that. In fact, their whole lifestyle revolves around 
remaining mostly unseen.  
  
The Hampshire population of around 30 pairs breeds on specially 
prepared plots created to provide safe areas away from agricultural 
operations. These plots are managed by the farmers who are paid 
money by the government to provide open stony ground for nesting 
plus buffer zones for chicks to hide in. Areas with trees and bushes 
are avoided as they provide opportunities for Carrion Crows and 
Buzzards to predate the nests. I am very lucky to be part of the 
volunteer team that monitors them.  
  
The Stone-curlew was once widespread from Dorset to Yorkshire. 
The population of around 1,000ï2,000 pairs in the 1930s was  
already much reduced  in the 19th century, but a more rapid  
decline followed with numbers at an all-time low of under 170 pairs 
in the 1980s.    
 
My photo shows two chicks in the back of my car after our  
volunteer team lifted  them off a field so they didnôt get squashed 
by the tractors that were harvesting nearby crops. Our work has 
helped to double their numbers. Farmers, gamekeepers and  

birders are working together to save this special bird. 
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HOS now has more than 70 young members  
 
It is so great that our initiative to attract young members has been 
taken up by lots of people ï aged from six to 22. Five years ago, 
we had just three young members so we decided that anyone in 
full time education in or near to Hampshire would be offered free 
membership of HOS. This includes university students from  
elsewhere who are visiting. 
 
As a result we now have around 40 young members generously 
sponsored by the Cameron Bespolka Trust and a further 24 young 

families who have  
chosen to join so that 
they and their children 
can benefit from the  
initiative. 
 
In the last three months 
we have been able to 
run three ringing 
events where groups of 
our young members 
(and parents) were 
able to see birds at 
close range. Itôs such a 
privilege to see this 

and the enthusiasm of the young members was tremendous  
despite the very early start times! 
 
Our thanks go to Barry Duffin, Trevor Codlin and Duncan Bell at 
Titchfield Haven, Marcus Ward, Helen  
Schneider and Andrew Colenutt at 
Keyhaven and Kevin Sayer and  
Brenda Cook at Hengistbury Head 
and Blashford. 
 
At Titchfield, there was a good fall of 
Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps while  
Keyhaven produced some of the first 
Redwings of the year along with Long
-tailed Tits and Meadow Pipits. The 

THE YOUNG ONES 



14 

 

 

first bird at Hengistbury Head was a Cettiôs Warbler which our 
youngest member, Rufus, instantly identified despite only the head 
being visible! Kevin and Brenda have some small knitted birds, 

which they use 
to demonstrate 
the feather  
sequence of the 
birds wings. 
This is a great 
way of letting 
small children 
learn without 
actually  
touching a  
live bird. 
 
We will continue 
to plan more 
events. Last 
year Chris  

Packham ran a Zoom chat with over 40 young members and 
brought out his feather and wing collection. He has promised to do  
another chat again soon. 
 
If you have a young family (or maybe grandchildren) who are  
interested in birds please get in touch. Weôd love to include them. 
 
Janice Beck ï coordinator of HOS young members 
jaysongrove@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:jaysongrove@yahoo.co.uk
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NEW WHATSAPP GROUP FOR  
FEMALE MEMBERS   

We are really pleased to announce a new initiative within HOS - a 
WhatsApp group for female members.    
   
This is to help female members get more from our walks and  
meetings - something that some donôt currently take full advantage 
of, although theyôd like to. All women members of HOS are invited 
to join the group, which will be moderated by Janice Beck, one of 
the HOS trustees.    
   
Janice said, ñThis group 
will be a platform to build 
friendships, to arrange to 
meet at HOS outings,  
arrange lift sharing, and 
probably independent  
birdwatching too. It could 
also be somewhere to 
share images of birds 
that people would like 
help identifying.  
 
ñThis will be an opportunity for any of our  
female members who have not yet had the motivation to attend a 
HOS event to go along, knowing in advance that there will be  
people there whom they are already in contact with.ò   
   
She added, ñBy using the technology available to us we can really 
make HOS better for all members. We are looking to break down 
the emotional barriers that currently stop some people getting  
involved and create a friendly space where everyone can chat, get 
to know one another, and feel comfortable. Personally, I have never 
felt excluded as HOS is a very friendly organisation, but some do 
struggle ï we want to break down those barriers as they are very 
real to the people experiencing them.ò   
   
The suggestion to encourage more female members to take part 
came after Claire Levee wrote about the experiences of a female 
birder in a recent issue of Kingfisher. As a result, HOS Chair Keith 
Betton wrote to over 100 female members to seek their views.   
 

Starlings - Janice Beck 
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Keith said: ñMy worst fear is probably going to a drinks party, not 
knowing anybody at all. Then add to this the fact that most of the 
people in the room are women and they all seem to know each 
other. It can make for an uncomfortable time, and you can feel  
really isolated.  
 
ñI can see that in reverse a HOS meeting might feel like that to 
some people. If you take out family member numbers, 54% of HOS 
individual members are men and just 20% are women. I hope over 
time we attract more women, but we need to demonstrate that we  
understand the issues and are finding ways to remove those  
emotional barriers.ò   
   
The response to Keithôs letter was very strong and there was great 
support for setting up new initiatives. Although many women said 
they felt no reluctance to attend outings or go birding alone, most 
had friends who did.  
 
With recent press attention focussing on serious attacks against 
women itôs not surprising that many are putting their safety first. 
While nobody said that HOS was the problem, several said that 
HOS could be the solution.   
   
Indeed, Keith sees this as a pilot that, if successful, could be  
extended so HOS could have a group to cover men too. All of us 
want HOS to be a safe and inclusive place for all its members - and 
we can all get more from our hobby if we get involved.   
  
So, if you would like to join the HOS Female WhatsApp Group, 
send an email with your details (and of course mobile number) 
to Janice Beck - jaysongrove@yahoo.co.uk  

Sanderling - Chris Rose 

mailto:jaysongrove@yahoo.co.uk
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CHILLING OUT! 

Wigeon - Chris Rose 
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HOS SURVEYS 2022 

This spring and summer HOS will be surveying three important 
species.  
  
Sand Martin ï although moved from Amber to Green in the 2015 
assessment of our UK breeding birds, Sand Martins appear to 
have declined in Hampshire. They are tricky to monitor because 
active and inactive nest holes are difficult to distinguish. Also,  
colonies frequently shift to new locations as suitable sand cliffs are 
created and destroyed. We are aiming to check all recently known 
colonies and follow up on leads that may direct us to new colonies 
of this transient species. If youôd like to help, contact Georgie Digby 
- georgiedigby14@hotmail.com  

  
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker ï a worrying 
trend is that the numbers of young they produce 
per nest has declined over recent years and 
late nests are now much less productive than 
early ones. We want to follow up on recent  
records to see whether the birds are still there 
and a selection of 1km squares will be checked 
in the New Forest and elsewhere. If you know 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and are confident 
you can identify its calls and drumming,  

please contact:  
 
New Forest: Rob Clements -richard.clements3@virgin.net  
Elsewhere: Ken Smith - ken.smith.lsw@gmail.com  
  
Ringed Plover ï small numbers breed on 
sandy beaches and occasionally elsewhere 
such as in gravel pits. On public beaches 
they face an extraordinary struggle to raise 
young successfully. The increase in public 
use of our beaches is having a severe  
impact on them as they are sensitive to  
Disturbance and their eggs and young are at risk from trampling. 
We hope to check on their progress which will help to direct  
conservation action to protect them. If you are willing to check a 
site, Trevor Codlin and  Marcus Ward would like to hear from you -
marcus@wildnewforest.co.uk  

Andy Tew 

Steve Laycock 
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WALK THE WALK 
HOS Walks are very nearly back to ónormalô. In the main there is no 
need to book a place anymore. However some do still need booking 
because of practical or Covid-related reasons - please check on the 
HOS website. To book you need to call or text Annette, the walks  
co-ordinator, on 07980 976748 or email  
annettemclayson@gmail.com.  
 
We aim to get back to you as quickly as possible, but If you do not 
hear back within 24 hours please try again. Please do not just turn 
up at walks where booking is required as you will be turned away.  
 
We have only put the dates and times of the walks here. There is 
more detailed and up to date information on the HOS website. 
 
Itôs also worth checking the website to make sure there have been 
no changes since Kingfisher was published. If you canôt access the 
internet please contact Annette. Extra walks will also be on the web 
pages if they have been arranged after Kingfisher has been printed. 
 
The walks are for HOS members, however non-members are 
always welcome. 
 
If you have general queries about the walks programme please  
contact Annette. If your query relates to the individual walk then 
please contact the leader direct. 
 

 
More details and contact numbers for walk leaders at 

www.hos.org.uk/forthcoming-walks 
 
 
Wednesday 2 March  
Cheriton and Gander Down 
Leader Nick 
Wiley.10am-2pm 
 
Saturday 12 March  
Cadnam Pool, New 
Forest.. 
Leaders Brian and Tina 
Vaughan. 9.30am. 

mailto:annettemclayson@gmail.com
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Sunday 13 March 
Warblington Shore to  
Hayling Oyster Beds 
Leader Kevin Stouse 9.30am-1.30pm 
 
Sunday 20 March 
Whitchurch Mill Trail walk. 
Leaders Rachael Groundsell,Felicia Green Keith Betton 9.30am 
 
Sunday 10 April 
Winter/migrant birds at Farlington Marshes 
Leader Kevin Stouse 9.30am-2pm 
 
Saturday 16 April 
Stockbridge Down 
Leader Mark Edgeller 7.30-9.30am 
 
Sunday 1 May 
Buriton for farmland birds 
Leader Kevin Stouse 9am-3pm 
 
Sunday 15 May  
Lyndhurst.  
Leaders Brian and Tina Vaughan 9,30am 
 
Sunday 22 May 
The biodiversity initiatives on a farm in the Selborne Landscape  
Partnership Farm Cluster. 
Leaders Chris Piper and Kate Faulkner 10am-1pm 
 
 

More details about walks and contact numbers for walk 
leaders, at www.hos.org.uk/forthcoming-walks 
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RED KITES ROOSTING 

 On 30 December last year, HOS members did a survey of Red Kite 
roosts across Hampshire as part of a Europe-wide roost count. Last 
winter the combined total at 637 known European roosts totalled 
around 57,000 birds. 

Counts were made at 
19 locations in  
Hampshire where Red 
Kites have been known 
to roost. Only 12 of 
these were used and 
436 birds were  
recorded roosting.  
 
This compares with 
685 at 13 roosts in 
December 2020.  
 
On 30 December  
conditions were a bit 

grim with fine rain, quite a wind and, at a number of sites, there 
were game shoots underway.  
 
The survey was repeated again in better weather on 9 January  and 
423 birds were reported.  
 
The majority of birds in these roosts are first or second winter  
immatures. Paired adults tend to roost in their territories. 
 
The number of young surviving in 2020 and 2021 may have been 
reduced by the lack of roadkill 
during the various lockdowns.  
Although Red Kites can kill 
chicks of ground nesting birds, 
they rely heavily on things 
killed already. 

 
Thanks to everyone who 
helped us with this count. 
 

Pictures - Rob Porter 
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