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FROM THE EDITOR 
 As I write this it feels as if Autumn is truly taking hold. On my morning walks with the 
dog I’m walking through the fallen leaves and avoiding low flying acorns as they are 
blown off the trees. The summer sky of screaming Swifts feels like a distant memory 
and I’m watching out for my first Brent geese. 
 
And speaking of Swifts, we 
have an update on how they 
are doing in Hampshire in 
this issue, together with 
some information about the 
initiative between Hampshire 
Swifts, HOS and  
construction company Cala 
Homes. You will find that on 
page 15. 
 
The football world cup starts 
next month so we’ve a fun 
piece about birds and  
football which kicks off on 
page 42 while Andy Johnson 
gets out his crystal ball and 
predicts what the next 10 
firsts for Hampshire will be in 
terms of rare birds. 
 
I’m sure you’ve all seen  
worrying images in the  
media about the impact of 
bird flu on populations of seabirds in 
Scotland as well as many other  
species including Peregrine Falcons in Leicester. On page 7 the RSPB has provided 
us with an overview of the situation and what you should look out for. 
 
We’ve got great art from members. It was so good I’ve had to open two galleries on 
pages 13 and 48, while our featured photographer this month is Rob Porter who has 
picked five of his favourite pictures to share with you on page 44. 
 
We are breaking from tradition slightly as we have two castaways choosing their  
desert island books in this issue. Di Warner and Dave Palmer have taken on the 
walks co-ordinator role for HOS and they’ve each chosen three books to read on their 
desert island. 
 
That also gives me the opportunity to extend my thanks to Annette Clayson who has 
stepped down as walks co-ordinator. As I took on the role of Kingfisher editor, I relied 

Meadow Pipit enjoying a dance - Sheila Williams 
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on Annette for her knowledge when it came to updating the walks section of the  
magazine and she couldn’t have been more helpful. I’m sure all walk leaders and 
participants will join me in saying thanks for everything  Annette – and to wish Di and 
Dave good luck going forward. 
 
In another change, Keith Betton has announced that he is stepping down as County 
Bird Recorder for Hampshire. Before he goes we caught up with him to find out more 
about the role and why it’s important. You can find out too on page 11. 
 
Are you one of those people who will only tick birds they’ve seen rather than those 
they’ve heard? Or do you tick both? Whichever one it is, the article on page 25 by 
Graham Langley is a must read for you. Enjoy. 
 
As the nights draw in and there are fewwer hours of daylight to spot birds in, I turn to 
the pile of bird books I’ve been saving to read this winter. I’m sure many of you do the 
same. So with that in mind we’ve reviewed four books in this issue. Hopefully one, if 
not all of them, will prove to be good reading on the dark evenings. 
 
I can’t believe it’s been almost a year since I took on the role of editor of Kingfisher – 
a year that has flown by at the speed of a stooping peregrine. This is our last issue of 
2022 – so I’d like to thank you for your company and for sending in your views on the 
magazine and your art, photos and articles. Please keep them coming, especially the 
art, as I am keen to keep the Gallery open in 2023. 
 
So, enjoy the rest of 2022 and I hope you see lots of amazing and interesting birds 
between now and February.  

See you next year! 

Carol 

Avocet rushing by like 2022 - Dennis Gilman 
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HAWKS UPDATED 

You may remember the piece by Sheila Williams in the last issue of Kingfisher 
when she shared pictures of a pair of local Sparrowhawks. Now the breeding 
season is over, Sheila has this update and new pictures for you. 
 
I am delighted to report that this year my local 
Sparrowhawks have been successful and have 
reared two healthy chicks after failing last year.   
 
It has been great watching them build their nest 
of twigs high up in a the tree canopy and  
thankfully safe from harm this year.  The female 
snapped off branches but the male would collect 
fallen twigs and raid old nests for building  
materials. He isn’t as big and strong as the  
female so he was not as good at breaking twigs 
with his beak as she was.  
 
It was so rewarding weeks later to finally see 
two little fluffy white heads appear over the top of the deep nest.  The male was very 
attentive dropping in food for the youngsters and mum kept them well fed during this 
development process.   
 

The juveniles  grew so quickly and were soon  
balancing on the edge of the nest before  
spreading their wings and flying to nearby  
branches.  Finally after just a few weeks they  
were flying around the area and starting to hunt  
for themselves.   
 
It was great to see one of them suddenly appear 
on a branch with its supper whilst the other one 
starting chasing after it hoping to get in on the act   
 
 
 
 
 

It was becoming time for them to move on but 
hopefully the parents will be back next year and the 
chicks will find new safe homes of their own. 



 

7 

 
Avian flu is present in wild bird 
populations at low levels every 
year but 2022 has been  
exceptional, with the virus 
having had a devastating  
effect on some species,  
particularly affecting seabirds 
on an unprecedented scale. 
 
The cause is a highly  
pathogenic strain of the H5N1 
virus, which we’ve now seen 
affect more than 60 different 
species of wild birds.   
 
Problems began last winter when we saw a serious outbreak in Barnacle Geese on 
the Solway firth, on RSPB reserves between England and Scotland. It was expected 
to disappear again until this winter, but instead the virus entered seabird  
populations, beginning in Gannets in north-east Scotland and spreading around the 
whole coast of Britain. The fact that many seabirds breed in dense colonies means 
this spread has been extremely rapid. 
 
Seabirds are already under great strain, faced with many challenges from climate 
change to lack of prey fish to development pressures, so together with the fact the UK 
hosts internationally important breeding seabird populations, the scale of the damage 
done by this virus is of huge concern to the RSPB. 
 
We estimate numbers affected already this year are in the hundreds of thousands.  It 
has led to species which weren’t threatened now quite suddenly becoming of greatest 
conservation concern.  For example, our reports suggest the number of Great Skua 
adults – of which Scotland holds 60% of the world’s breeding population - suffered a 
decline of 50 to 85% in some of our colonies, putting this bird at real risk of global 
extinction.  
 
What to look out for 
 
Infected birds may appear lethargic and to be generally acting in an abnormal  
manner. Birds may have a swollen head, closed and excessively watery eyes, be  
unresponsive or their coordination may seem off. They can have tremors and  
drooping wings, as well as signs of respiratory distress.  A number of sick or dead 
birds found in close proximity is also an indication that the virus may be present in a 
local population. Cases have been found around the UK, from over-wintering geese to 
raptors and corvids.  

AVIAN FLU in 2022 

Stephen Magee - RSPB Images 

By Helen  Moffat, RSPB 
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While the danger posed to humans 
from the virus remains very low, 
Government advice to  members of 
the public who find a sick or dead 
bird is to not touch them, but to  
report them to the DEFRA helpline 
on 03459 33 55 77. There’s more 
information about this on the  
Government’s website gov.uk/
guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu 

Staff at RSPB Merseshead collecting 
dead Barnacle Geese - Stephen Magee, 
RSPB Images 

Glossy Ibis - Steve Payce 
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CELEBRATING DIPPERS 
It’s exactly 30 years since Dipper is known to have bred successfully in  
Hampshire. We thought we should celebrate and bring you some great photos. 

Richard Jacobs 

Richard Jacobs 

Andy Tew 

Andy Tew 

Andy Tew 
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GLORIOUS GOSHAWK 

Juvenile Goshawk. - Richard Jacobs 
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RECORD COLLECTION 

After 13 years Keith Betton is handing over the role of 
Hampshire County Bird Recorder to Martin Pitt in 2023. 
Martin is an experienced birder living near  
Basingstoke who has a wide knowledge of the  
county. But what does the County Recorder do?  
We asked Keith about the job. 
 
Why is it important to record what birds are seen in 
Hampshire? 
It is important because we are part of a national recording framework that logs the 
changing patterns of bird occurrences – whether breeding, wintering or migrating.  
 
How do records from Hampshire feed into information for England and the UK? 
Our data feeds into the HBIC database maintained by Hampshire County Council. 
That consists of over nine million records of all kinds of nature recorded in the county 
and feeds into a national database called NBN Gateway. Those records that are  
submitted via BirdTrack help the BTO to understand distribution and occurrences. 
 
So what are the main tasks of the County Recorder? 
The focus of the role is about dealing with records from around 1,500 people who 
record birds in Hampshire. That’s over 400,000 records. The data mostly comes in 
online, but we have a few people who send written notes which are transcribed by 
Jane Calderin. 
  
How many sources are there and which are the largest? 
BirdTrack and ebird are the largest sources and third is Goingbirding. People also use 
Living Record and iRecord, plus we get the monthly wildfowl and wader counts.  
Another popular way to submit data is via the HOS Recording Sheet and we check 
online chat groups on Facebook and Twitter. 
 
Do you have a preferred method for people to submit records? 
It is easiest for us if you use one of the online systems - BirdTrack, ebird or  
Goingbirding, but please don’t use all three or we’ll have your data three times. 
 
How do you check all this data? 
We have terrific data checking software, so if you report a Fieldfare in June or a  
Swallow in December the system knows to highlight that as unusual. Also it’s easy to 
type 11 instead of 1, so if you report 11 Barn Owls you can expect us to be in touch!  
I get a lot of help checking these from Amy Robjohns, Simon Colenutt and Mark 
Painter.  
 
How is all of this data sorted? 
We are fortunate to have Alan Cox as our Data Manager. Alan loves data!!! He sorts 
everything and makes sure it all fits together.  
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What is your biggest bugbear about how people send in records? 
You’d be amazed at how many names exist for the same place! Within the area  
between Hurst and Lymington I generally talk about Hurst Beach, Keyhaven Marsh, 
Pennington Marsh and Normandy Marsh, but there are as many as 30 other names 
such as the Jetty Lagoon, Shoveler Pools and so on. Please add those names in the 
notes section and use the main site name at the beginning of the record. And please 
don’t list a load of extra species in the notes section. If you put “also saw a Jack 
Snipe” in the notes that record will be lost unless we spot it.  
  
How many rarities are seen each year? 
Compared to counties like Norfolk we get relatively few rarities, and there are maybe 
70 observations that need to be ratified by the HOS Records Panel. The extreme 
national rarities are judged by the British Birds Records Committee rather than us. 
 
Is photography helping with rarity identification? 
Yes totally. Most people have some kind of camera with them when they are birding 
– even a phone shot is better than nothing. Photos are so powerful in supporting 
your claim – but they can work against you if you are wrong. 
 
Do you ever suppress information about birds? 
Very rarely, and usually at the request of the observer because the bird is on private 
land with no access, or perhaps it is a rare breeder and it needs to be protected from 
disturbance. None of us wants to suppress information.  
 
What is the hardest part of the job? 
We get close to 500,000 records and most of the observers are just names – in 
many cases with no contact details due to GDPR rules, so we have to send them 
questions via online portals and hope they respond. Often they don’t. It takes time. 
 
Have there been any amusing moments? 
One person reported nesting Corncrakes on a farm near 
Alton. I politely pointed out that this was unlikely but they  
insisted it was true and they had nested for the last 15 
years. They described the Corncrake’s distinctive flight 
when flushed (they rarely fly!) and I worked out that they 
were probably Red-legged Partridges. I was told “no they 
are not, and when they return next year you’ll be the last 
person I tell!”. Sometimes no amount of diplomacy is 
enough! 
 
Will you be dealing with our 2022 records? 
Yes I will finish my term by collating the 2022 records and Martin will take care of 
2023 data. So if you normally send in your records by email then send them to me at 
the end of the year please. After that I’ve agreed to stay involved and I’m going to 
work on building our knowledge of scarce breeders that often get overlooked.  
I’ve had lots of help from many people over 13 years – sadly too many to mention. If 
you’ve helped me at some point and you are reading this – THANKS. 

Red-legged Partridge   
Keith Betton 
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GALLERY 

In the Kingfisher art gallery this issue it’s clear we have some very talented artists in 
HOS and if you are one of them, please send something in we can share with  
members. Email us at hoskingfisher@outlook.com  

Alan Stoney painted these beautiful Eiders in acrylic based on a photograph he took 
while on a cruise to Norway.  Alan paints watercolours too and we will be sharing 
more of his art in future issues. 
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UPDATE 
YOUNG MEMBERS 
 
Our youth membership has grown 
slightly through the summer months 
although we have not arranged any 
outings specifically for young  
members. 
 
Two of them did join us at the New 
Member walk in September and 
were lucky enough to see the  
Pectoral Sandpiper.  
 
We have started the next round of 
bird-ringing events for young  
Members as these proved so  
popular last year. There will more 
on that in the next issue 
 
LADYBIRDERS 
 
Our ladies group continues to be popular with several members active in the 
WhatsApp group, where the chat is very lively! 

 
Members are arranging walks  
together and it is amazing how 
close some women members live to 
each other without having met  
before. 
 
Lift sharing opportunities are being 
taken up in the group and we are 
providing friendship through sharing 
birding stories and photographs 
and opportunities for members to 
help each other with bird  
identification.  
 
 

 
One thing that is being discussed is an idea for a big group meeting towards the end 
of the year where we will get together for a coffee and a walk. 
 
Women members who haven’t already joined the Ladybirders group in HOS can drop 
me an email at janicegrove@ymail.com and get involved. 

Pectoral Sandpiper - Rob Porter 

By Janice Beck 
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SWIFTS MAKING PROGRESS 

How are Swifts doing in Hampshire? Tim Norriss from Hampshire Swifts  
updates us on the status of this special bird 
 
At the end of August Hampshire Swifts (HS) received some great publicity when we 
appeared on the One Show on BBC1. Chris Packham presented and interviewed 
Catharine Gale (Hampshire Swifts) and Catriona Morley (Clerk to the Trustees) at the 
Hospital of St Cross.  
 
It is here that we installed 15 internal Swift boxes back in early 2019 in order to help 
the much declined population at this site. In 2021 the population went up from two 
nesting pairs the previous year to eight pairs rearing young and with two other boxes 
containing completed nests built by young birds in readiness for the 2022 season. 
 
 This substantial increase in numbers led us to fit a further 
20 boxes last winter and we know that some of these have 
been already entered by Swifts during this summer as we 
have seen them doing so. We will be going in to open and 
check on all the 35 boxes quite soon and the results will be 
on the Hampshire Swifts website blog.  
  
The other part of the One Show slot concentrated on what 
construction company Cala Homes is doing to help Swifts 
in the new homes being built at Kings Barton, Winchester.  
 
Their director John Richards spoke about their new Urban Wildlife Strategy produced 
earlier this year (following representation by HS) which is now being rolled out across 
the whole company. This will mean that all houses built by them in future will have an 
integral Swift brick installed. And in addition each will also have a bat brick, an insect 
brick and hedgehog highways. A great result and well done to John Richards for 
pushing this through.  
 

Keith Betton, HOS Chair said:  "It's great that Cala changed their 
plans following representations from Hampshire Swifts and HOS. 
This improvement covers the local area, but as Cala is a national 
builder, we are pleased they are adopting the new initiative  
nationwide. Similarly we hope other builders will follow Cala's  
initiative." 
 
Cala Homes aren’t the only ones doing this – though the rate of 
progress is painfully slow amongst the larger developers. The  
Ashfield Partnership has been doing this for years and built a small 
estate at Romsey a few years ago (which already has lots of House 
Sparrows and Starlings nesting as a result). They are currently 

building 200 new homes at North Baddesley next to an estate built  
 

Brian Fairbrother 
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in the 1970’s where there is a small, but declining, Swift population due to the  
over-cladding timber fascias and soffits with upvc.  
 
Other developers are starting to  
follow – for example Taylor Wimpey 
agreed in their 2021 Environment 
Strategy  to install integral bird bricks 
in 80% of all their new  
dwellings by 2023.  
 
Is it enough? No not nearly, but it’s a 
great start. Swifts were red-listed 
earlier this year and the population is 
thought to be still declining at nearly 
5% per annum. In the SE of England 
the latest BTO data shows that the 
population has decreased by 70% in the last 27 years! 
 
How are we doing here in Hampshire compared to other counties in the region?  
 
We don’t know for sure but what we can say is that we are making progress. This is a 
long-term project and we can already see that in many areas where Swift boxes have 
been installed in numbers then populations are growing, sometimes quite rapidly. In 
many areas in Southampton, Portsmouth and Winchester numbers are increasing 
year on year.  
 
And as we now target the small towns and villages which still have small numbers of 
Swifts we will start to see these populations recover too. Villages like Stockbridge, 
Broughton, Beauworth, Ropley, Froyle, Eastleigh, Abbotts Ann, Bishops Waltham, 
Lee-on-Solent and many others already have boxes fitted and we are working on 
many more. The hardest part is getting the first pair to use a box – after that it  
gets much easier as Swifts attract Swifts.  

 
Ron Cooke has four boxes on his house in 
Southampton - each box has a camera so 
he knows that three young fledged from 
each box – that’s 12 young from just four 
boxes! What a great result and Ron tells 
us that that is his best result in 15 years.  
 
Dave Warner has 10 out of 12 boxes on 
his terraced house in Southsea occupied 
this year, with 22 young fledged.  
Importantly we know of no colonies in 
Swift boxes in the county where Swift  

 
numbers are going down rather than up. Be in no doubt that the major cause of the 
decline is loss of nest sites caused by plastic fascias and soffits fitted on older  
buildings plus the fact that none of the new houses built in the last 25 years will ever 

Swift chicks - Catherine Gale 

Brian Fairbrother 
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have anything nesting in them 
due to changes in Building  
Regulations to reduce CO2  
emissions. It could be a very  
simple win for the government to 
mandate Swift brick installation in 
all new houses (and it wouldn’t 
cost them a penny) but  
unfortunately there is no political 
will, so it is left to organisations 
like ours to do what we can.  
 
 
 

 
 

If you would like advice or a Swift box supplied and fitted on your house contact 
Hampshire Swifts at info@hampshireswifts.co.uk.  
 
Chris Packham says it’s the bargain of the century! 

i 

 

Brian Fairbrother 

Little Stint - Andy Tew 

mailto:info@hampshireswifts.co.uk


 

18 

OUT BIRDING! 
Old Winchester Hill - 4 September 2022 
Report by Janice Beck 
 
This was a new site for me although it was 
well known to my co-leader, Keith Betton. 
The walk had been planned in the hope 
that a few passing migrants would be seen, 
either around the Bronze Age barrows or 
the slopes of the Iron Age hill fort.  
 
Around 20 members turned out despite 
a grim weather forecast so we were 
pleased when it was dry, although the 
strong southerly wind forced us to retreat to 
the lower slopes.  

 
That was a good plan as the  
migrants had chosen to do exactly 
the same! In the lower bushes we 
were treated to views of at least four  
Whinchats, two Redstarts and a 
Wheatear.  
 
The local Ravens and Kestrels took 
full advantage of the winds and were 
easily seen. Those who took the  
optional steeper return route into the 
deeper valley also had close  
encounters with a Spotted  
Flycatcher, and saw several late  

butterflies including Adonis and 
Chalkhill Blues and Silver-spotted 
Skipper. 
 
We will run this walk again, but 
perhaps a week earlier in the hope 
of coinciding with an influx of  
migrant Pied Flycatchers.  
 
Many thanks to Brian  
Fairbrother for these photos of 
a Whinchat (right) and a  
Redstart (above). 
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If you want to come along on a HOS walk you generally don’t need to book, However, 
some do still need booking because of practical or Covid-related reasons - please 
check on the HOS website. To book you need to call or text walks  
co-ordinators Di and Dave on 07883 344724 or email on warner838@btinternet.com 
 
We aim to get back to you as quickly as possible, but if you do not hear back within 
24 hours please try again. Please do not just turn up at walks where booking is  
required as you will be turned away.  
 
We have only put the dates and times of the walks here. There is more detailed and 
up to date information on the HOS website (hos.org.uk). 
 
It’s also worth checking the website to make sure there have been no changes since  
Kingfisher was published. If you can’t access the internet please contact Di or Dave. 
Extra walks will also be on the web pages if they have been arranged after Kingfisher 
has been printed. 
 
The walks are for HOS members, however non-members are always welcome. 
 
If you have general queries about the walks programme please contact Di or Dave. If 
your query is about a specific walk then please contact the leader direct. 
 
Saturday 15 October   
Alresford  
Leader Tom Jordan 2 - 5pm 
 
Sunday 23 October   
Buriton (for farmland birds) 
Leader Kevin Stouse 9am - 3pm 
 
Sunday 30 October 
Keyhaven 
Leader Ian Packer 9.30am - 3pm 
 
Wednesday 2 November  
Cheriton – Cheriton Woods – Cheriton Mill 
Leader Nick Wiley 10am - 2pm 
 
Saturday 12 November  
Needs Ore 
Leaders Adam Wells and Chris  
Button 10am - Noon 
 
 
 

WALK THE WALK 

Black-tailed Godwit - Lindsay Wright 
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Thursday 17 November  
Fleet Pond 
Leader John Clark 9.30 -11.30am 
 
Sunday 20 November   
Warblington Shore to Hayling Oyster beds 
Leader Kevin Stouse 9.30am -1.30pm 
 
Sunday 4 December   
Shatterford Bottom, New Forest  
Leader Ian Hampson 10am - Noon 
 
Saturday 10 December 
Keyhaven 
Leader Julian Mosely10.30am - 3.30pm 
 
Saturday 17 December  
Hill Head 
Leader David Wallace 10am - 2pm 
 

Sunday 18th December  
Warblington Shore to Budds Farm 
Leaver Kevin Stouse 9.30am - 1.30pm 
 
Sunday 15 January   
Blashford Lakes HWT 
Leader Ian Packer 9.30am - 12.30pm 
 
Sunday 22 January  
South East Winchester 
Leader Tom Jordan 9am - 12.30pm 
 
Sunday 29 January   
Winter Birds at Farlington Marshes  
Leader Kevin Stouse 9.30am - 2pm 

Goldfinch - Brian Cartwright 

Ruff - Chris Rose 
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OUT BIRDING! 
St Catherine’s Hill, Winchester, 27 August 2022  
Report and pictures by Tom Jordan 
 
Fifteen members met at St Catherine’s Hill on a bright morning for a walk in search 
of autumn migrants. The highlight for the group was a party of five Spotted  
Flycatchers on the hill top which we were able to watch at close range for an  

extended period.  
 

A variety of other common migrants were 
seen on the hilltop, including several  
Willow Warblers, Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps 
and Whitethroats, while a few of the group 
saw a Redstart that unfortunately didn’t 
show to most.  
 
Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers 
flew past us and most of the common 
finches were about including Greenfinch, 
Goldfinches, Chaffinch and a heard only 
Bullfinch.  
 

 
On the south side of the hill we saw a 
party of Stonechats while Buzzard and 
Kestrel were also recorded. With such 
nice weather just as much attention 
was spent looking to the ground for  
butterflies as it was for birds. Across 
the group we probably saw half a  
dozen Small Coppers, all looking very 
fresh. Common Blues were common, 
Chalkhill Blues were still about in small 
numbers, and Brown Argus (not Brown 
Argos as had to be clarified) were  
fairly numerous.  
 

Last but not least, a single  

Silver-spotted Skipper, one of the specialities of the site, appeared next to the path 

as we headed back to the car park along the bypass slope. 

Spotted Flycatcher 

Brown Argus 
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BIRD SENSES – some fascinating facts                                By Keith Betton 
 
Birds are amazing. Not only do they share many of our sensory abilities, they exceed 
us in several ways!  
 
SIGHT 
 
Compared to mammals, birds have large eyes, making up a greater percentage of 
their body area. In proportion to head weight, a Starling eye is 15 times the weight of 
a human eye. 
 
Cone cells in the eye provide colour vision and acuity. Some raptors have five times 
more cones per square inch than human eyes. A Peregrine can see another bird 
about 10 times farther away than we can and spot prey from a distance of two miles.  
 
The eyes of owls and other nocturnal birds are especially densely packed with rod 
cells to see better in low light. A Tawny Owl has a pupil that is 13mm across  
compared to ours at just 8mm. 
 
In the eye the point at which detailed  
information is gathered and translated into an 
image is called the fovea. About half of birds 
have just one in each eye – as do we. But the 
other half of birds, including falcons, have two 
fovea, allowing them to gather more  
information giving them superior eyesight. 
 
Some birds, such as Kestrels, can see Ultra 
Violet (UV) light. They can see “hidden”  
colours within plumages that are invisible to 
us. Also when small mammals leave a scent 
trail this shows up in UV vision and that  
allows the Kestrel to track their path. 
 
Some berries and other fruits have waxy coatings that reflect UV light, making them 
stand out vibrantly against green foliage. Birds can see these fruits much more clearly 
than we can. Similarly some beetles can be detected in the same way. 
 
 

Tawny Owl - Sheila Williams 
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Species in which the sexes are identical to us look very different to each other. For 
example male Blue Tits have a prominent crown that can be seen under UV light.  

 
 
Many birds use their right eye to view close 
objects and the left eye to look into the dis-
tance. Next time you see a Robin cock its head 
to the right, it’s not listening – it’s looking. 
 
Some birds such as pigeons and waders have 
eyes on the side of the head which means they 
can see through about 320 degrees. But they 
do not have good binocular vision and they 
must  move the whole head to look directly from 
one place to another and to get the full picture.  
 
 
 

HEARING 
 
Many birds can hear an almost identical range of sounds to us, but some can detect 
sounds well below and above the frequencies that we can hear. A Bittern calls at 200 
Hz and a Goldcrest at 9 kHz. 
 
The hearing ability of some birds fluctuates through the year. The auditory regions of 
their brains grow during the breeding season, allowing them to hear more accurately 
then shrink again when song becomes less important. 
 
Some birds call very loudly. For example a Corncrake calls at 100 decibels, which is 
the equivalent to very loud music. 
 
In mammals, including us, the tiny hairs in the cochlea decay with advancing age, 
which is why our hearing range decreases. However in many bird species these are 
replaced as they get damaged. So birds probably have perfect hearing throughout 
their lives.  
 
In South America, Oilbirds (which are like Nightjars) operate in complete darkness by 
using clicking sounds that allow them to build up an echolocation sound picture of 
their surroundings. Bats do the same. 
 
In owls one ear is set lower than the other, which causes a  
split-second delay in the sound that reaches each one. This  
difference helps the owl to pinpoint prey without using sight. 
 
Birds can hear shorter sounds than we can.  A human can hear a 
single sound that is 1/20th of a second long, whereas a bird can 
hear this in increments of 1/200th of a second.  So this means that 
where we perceive one note, a bird could hear 10. That’s why 
songs from birds like a Wren can be so fast and complicated. 

Robin - Brian Cartwright 

Wren - Rob Porter 
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SMELL 
 
Most birds have a relatively poor sense of smell, but in some species it is highly 
acute. For example some vultures rely to a combination of smell and vision to locate 
dead animals, and a Turkey Vulture can detect rotting meat from several miles away. 

 
In South America engineers that were 
trying to stop leaks in a pipeline filled it 
with fumes that smelled like rotting meat 
and then watched along the pipeline to 
see where the vultures gathered.   
They found their leaks! 
 
Ocean-wandering birds such as  
albatrosses, petrels, and shearwaters use 
smell to find food, nest sites, and perhaps 
even mates. This area of science is still 
very new and we don’t yet understand 
exactly how they do this. 

 
TASTE 
 
Generally it is thought that birds have a poor sense of taste and they may accept or 
reject food based mainly on eyesight and touch. Humans have about 10,000 taste 
buds, birds have fewer than 100.  
 
Sadly this lack of taste means that some seabirds do not detect plastic and they eat it 
which causes some to die. 
 
TOUCH 
 
As they don’t have hands you’d think birds are not 
able to feel very much, but the beak in many birds 
is highly sensitive and also flexible.  Waders such 
as godwits and curlews are able to feel small prey 
items in the mud using their beaks.  
 
Perhaps the best example of this is in the five 
different kiwi species in New Zealand – all of 
which can barely see. 
 
MAGNETISM 
 
Although we still don’t fully understand it, we know that some birds use the Earth’s 
magnetic field to assist them with navigation. If put into an artificially reversed  
magnetic field, a bird that wants to migrate south will mostly try to hop in what it thinks 
is a southerly direction. If you reverse that magnetic field back again it will hop the 
other way. 

Turkey Vulture - Keith Betton 

Bar-tailed Godwit - Rob Porter 
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SEE? HEAR? 
Can we count a bird we “only” hear? Graham Langley shares  
his views. 
 
This question perplexed me for longer than I dare calculate. Finally, 
somewhere in the 1990s I came to the decision that, for me at least, the 
answer was ‘no’. It means that all my lists were set out at two levels, 
sight recordings and then, and relegated to a footnote in italics, heard 
only records.  

 
Thinking back, I remembered all those occasions where I half-dismissed audio  
records. That policy has done me a disservice because I am still infinitely better at 
sight identification than sound. 
 
Everything changed this summer when I spent a few days in Norway with my friend 
Tommy Pedersen. If you ever went to Dubai and reported an unusual bird it would 
have been Tommy, acting as the National recorder, reviewing your record.   
 
One morning in Norway I passed a reed bed and heard a Marsh Warbler’s complex, 
squeaky and musical song pouring out from the vegetation. Clearly different to a 
Reed Warbler’s scratchy efforts I waited and saw the bird, which looks like a Reed 
Warbler, and ticked it on my Norway list.  
 
That afternoon, in a different location, 
Tommy and I heard a Reed Warbler  
chattering away. I stared at the reeds 
awaiting its appearance. “Why are you 
doing that?” Tommy asked. “Do you need 
to see it to tick it? You know it’s there.” 
 
That evening Tommy quizzed me further. 
Why are sight records more important 
than audible ones? Is one sense more 
valuable than another, especially with 
birds that look so alike? Visual  
identification mistakes can be made.  
Isn’t song more accurate?  
 
What about rare or hard to see birds like 
quail, crakes and owls? Should you  
disturb them just to get a visual record? If you hear one surely its proof you know it’s 
there? His questions certainly made me think.  
 
I have rarely had a sustained view of a Water Rail. Sometimes that dash in the reed 
could be a young Moorhen. But when I hear them squealing there’s no mistake. I 
remember Canadian birders telling me they await the end of breeding at a rare rail 

Reed Warbler - Rob Porter 
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site then drag a chain through the 
vegetation to glimpse the birds  
darting across a prepared clearing. 
Is that morally defensible? 
 
Then I mused, what if my sight dims 
as I age but I can still hear birds? 
Would I then accept my “heard  
only” records? I see those words 
“Heard only” used often on  
birding websites as if “only” means 
less trustworthy or of lesser value. 
We never write “seen only.” And I 
visit reserves regularly with “Recent 
Sightings” boards not “Recent  
Records”.  
 
So, I would ask us to consider whether seeing a bird is the only way to get our lists 
verified. Does seeing it actually help the bird or disturb it? (Yes I’m guilty of playback 
so I will have to think that one through). And might we reconsider how we title our 
noticeboards and our records in HOS publications.  
 
Seeing is not always believing. With some birds - hearing might be.   

LEARN WITH HOS   
   

All You Ever Wanted to Know About Birds  
Getting to Know Bird Songs and Calls 

 
Two talks by Keith Betton 

  
 Saturday 25 February 9.30am-1pm  

The Millennium Memorial Hall, Littleton  
 

HOS Members £10  
HOS Young Members FREE  

Non-members £15  
Tea/coffee and cake included!  

  
Book now at  

https://forms.office.com/r/A2sfxibRiB or visit hos.org.uk 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FA2sfxibRiB&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb08bb8feb10344c36e1708daa2a5a8fd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638001129629565298%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
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RECORDING REDSHANK 
Using colour rings to understand redshank movements  
 
By Molly Brown, Wetlands Placement Student, Lizzie Grayshon, Wetlands 
Ecologist and Chris Heward, Head of Wetlands at the Game and Wildlife  
Conservation Trust 
 
The Avon Valley is a linear water meadow system which  
remains a stronghold for breeding Redshank. In 2015, there 
were 19 pairs of breeding Redshank, which had increased to 
35 pairs by 2019. This was documented by extensive  
monitoring during the LIFE Waders for Real project and  
wetlands ecologist Lizzie Grayshon continues to monitor the 
breeding waders of the Avon Valley. This study was partly  
funded by HOS.  
 
Across the UK, Redshank breeding pairs and breeding success 
has been steeply declining since around 2000. To have a  
population of breeding Redshank in the Avon Valley that is  
increasing highlights the potential benefit of targeted  
management and suggests there is a chance to reduce the  
decline of Redshank elsewhere in the UK.  
 
The GWCT Wetlands department is studying the breeding ecology of Redshank in 
the valley and aiming to discover more about this fascinating bird’s breeding  
behaviour and ecology. We need better knowledge of territory size and how faithful 
birds are to their breeding sites within a breeding season and between seasons.  
 
We also need to know about the movement of birds in the valley – where they feed 
and where they go to in winter. This information allows us to refine management  
recommendations designed to benefit Redshank, by understanding the specific  
habitats that are most important for nest and chick-rearing, and the areas of habitat 
required by each pair.   
 
Ringing involves fitting a bird with a lightweight, uniquely-numbered metal ring which 
enables identification of that individual when recaptured by another ringer or found 
dead by a member of the public. Bird ringing can provide data on a species’ survival 
and movements but depends upon these subsequent re-encounters, so many  
individuals have to be rung to provide robust data. Recapturing ringed birds usually 
requires a lot of effort.  
 
Colour ringing involves fitting a unique combination of coloured rings to a bird’s leg. 
This enables identification of an individual bird in the field, without the need to  
recapture the bird to read the metal ring number. Larger, long-lived species like  
waders and gulls are particularly suited to colour ringing because the bird and its 
rings are more visible and may be reported multiple times during the bird’s life.   

Redshank chick 
Lizzie Grayshon 
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Ringing of all kinds is only performed under strict license and colour-ringing projects 
must obtain approval from a central co-ordinator that considers both bird welfare and 
the viability of the study. 
 
Colour ringing Redshank in the Avon Valley has required a huge amount of dedication 
during the breeding season. First, the territories are mapped and the number of pairs 
are recorded. Then, the nest needs to be found and mapped, establishing when eggs 
were laid to enable an accurate estimation of hatch date (anywhere from early April-to 
late June). Once the chicks have hatched there is limited time to catch and ring them 
before they fledge. The monitoring of breeding adults is done with minimal  
disturbance to them, using binoculars and a telescope, with only a small number of 
carefully timed visits to measure the eggs and ring the chicks. 
 
In 2021, Lizzie successfully colour ringed 12 Redshank, four adults and eight chicks. 
All of these colour ringed individuals have been resighted, nine of them outside of the 

Avon Valley, which is an unusually high resighting rate! 
 
One particular brood highlights the interesting results that 
colour ringing can produce. Lizzie colour ringed an adult  
female and her four chicks in late April. The adult female 
has been resighted five times, mostly at Stanpit Marsh 
near the mouth of the River Avon, and one of her  fledged 
chicks was also spotted there. Two of the other fledged 
chicks were resighted at nearby sites in Hampshire:  
Langstone, near Chichester Harbour, and Keyhaven, at 
the Fishtail Lagoon and the Pans Wetlands. The fourth 
chick has been resighted over 100 km away at the Gwent 
Levels Wetland Reserve in Newport, Wales. 
 
By colour ringing just a small number of Redshank in 2021, 
we learnt a huge amount about their 

movements post-fledging and breeding. Hopefully we will start to 
see some of our colour ringed birds returning to the 
Avon Valley.  
 
The success of Redshank breeding in the Valley really 
reflects the effort of the farmers and gamekeepers who 
have made positive changes to create habitat for  
breeding waders. Hopefully this coming spring will prove 
to be another successful breeding season and we will be 
able to colour ring more Redshank chicks and adults and 
add to our growing dataset. 
 
Reporting colour ringed birds is essential for this project to work, and we are  grateful 
to everyone who has reported ringed birds or submitted photographs. If you see a 
colour ringed bird please record where you are, the species, the colour ring sequence 
above and below the ‘knee’ on each leg, including the position of the metal BTO ring if 
possible. Birds colour ringed in Europe can be reported at: https://cr-birding.org/  
 

Avon Valley juvenile in  
Newport 
Photo: Chris Jones 

Ringed Redshank 
Lizzie Grayshon 

https://cr-birding.org/
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KITE MARK 
 
If you have attended any of my talks on Red Kites you may recall that the birds we 
see in Hampshire are descended from chicks released in 1989 in the Chilterns. Most 
of those chicks came from Navarra in Spain where there was a healthy population at 
that time. However now that population is declining so chicks from our English Red 
Kites are now being sent back to Spain in the hope that numbers can be boosted.  
  
The Red Kite reintroduction has been one of the UK’s most successful conservation 
projects, so it’s only fair that we now help the Spanish population. About two hundred 
chicks were donated to the Chilterns and East Midlands during the 1990s and further 
releases were made in northern England, Scotland and Northern Ireland.  

  
The reintroduced birds first bred in 
1992, just three years after  
reintroduction, and their population 
has expanded rapidly, already  
recovering much of their former 
range. The UK population is  
estimated at 6,000 breeding pairs 
with 4,500-5,000 breeding pairs in 
England. Of these we estimate that 
500 pairs breed here. The days 
when seeing a Red Kite was a  
highlight on any birding trip may 
have gone, but I still stop and look 
at them.  
  

This is an amazing conservation success story – and probably the most successful 
raptor conservation story in Europe. Sadly people still see raptors as a problem and 
every year we see these majestic birds attacked by those who dislike them. However, 
the Red Kites have the upper hand and their increase outweighs any attacks.  
  
People often ask if they have a negative impact on Buzzards. I genuinely think that 
they manage to live together very well. Red Kites were here in the 1800s, so they are 
native birds – part of our natural landscape. However, they do steal food from  
Buzzards and other large birds of prey (even White-tailed Eagles!) but data from HOS 
has not shown any decline in Buzzards – the opposite is probably true.   
  
We counted about 450 roosting in 15 roosts in north and central Hampshire last 
Christmas. These are mostly made up of young birds that are looking to pair up. They 
breed in their second year.  
  
Our Hampshire Red Kites were not used to help the Spanish population, but there is 
a chance they could be used as donors for future releases in Europe. That’s certainly 
something to be proud of.  

Red Kite - Lindsay Wright 

By Keith Betton 
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WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED 
May to August 2022 by Tom Jordan                              
  
Around 225 species were seen during the period. This summary focuses on larger 
counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities reported throughout the period 
(capitals indicating national rarities or species with less than annual occurrence in 
Hampshire). Most records are from Birdguides and Goingbirding websites: a much 
more complete picture will eventually appear in the Hampshire Bird Report. Regular 
site summaries appear monthly in Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS website. 
Sightings refer to single birds unless otherwise stated. Inclusion in this list does not 
indicate that sightings of rarities have been considered by the appropriate records 
committee. 
 
Quail: Plastow Green 4/6 - 6/6; Upham 7/7 
Pink-footed Goose: Tundry Pond 30/8; Fleet Pond 30/8 
Whooper Swan: Alresford Pond 1/5; St Cross, Winchester 6/5 - 10/5 
Ruddy Shelduck: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 1/7, 4/7, 6/7, 11/8, 24/8; Heath 
Pond (Petersfield) 4/7, 9/7, 10/7, 29/7; Ripley Farm Reservoir 3/8, 20/8  
Garganey: Farlington Marshes 3/5, 2 5/6; Pennington Marsh 6/5, 8/5, 2 26/8; 
Posbrook Floods 14/5; Fishlake Meadows 16/5; Fleet Pond 4/8 - 6/8  
Red-crested Pochard: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 10/5 - 15/6 
Velvet Scoter: Hill Head/Chilling 1/5 - 3/5, 19/5 
Long-tailed Duck: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 27/5 - 31/5 
Goldeneye: Hook-with-Warsash 29/5 
Red-breasted Merganser: Langstone Harbour 2/5, 13/5, 22/5, 12/6, 5/7, 27/8; Oxey 
Marsh 6/7 
Turtle Dove: [Non-breeding records] Trigpoint Hill, Timsbury 27/5; Sandy Point,  
Hayling Island 12/8 
Black-necked Grebe: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 22/7 
Stone-curlew: [Non-breeding records] Pennington Marsh 28/5 
Ruff: Farlington Marshes 4/5, 5/5, 13/8, 15/8, 20/8, 21/8, 29/8, 30/8; Keyhaven/
Pennington Marshes 6/7, 1-2 12/8 - 29/8; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 3 5/8,  
13/8 - 17/8; Hook-with-Warsash 24/8; Titchfield Haven 25/8  
Curlew Sandpiper: Lymington-Keyhaven 11/5, 2 15/5, 1-2 27/7 - 31/7, 6/8, 11/8, 
30/8, 2 31/8; Farlington Marshes 26/5, 1-3 30/7 - 31/8; Sweare Deep, Chichester Har-
bour 30/8 
Temminck's Stint: Pennington Marsh 8/5 
Little Stint: Farlington Marshes 21/7;  
Pennington Marsh 18/8 - 29/8 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Pennington Marsh 
28/8 - 31/8 
Red-necked Phalarope: Salterns Marsh 
(Lymington) 26/5 
 
Wood Sandpiper: Posbrook Floods 2/5 - 
3/5; Farlington Marshes 6/5, 2 14/7, 13/8; 

Curlew Sandpiper - Chris Rose 
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Pennington Marsh 3 9/5, 15/5; Alresford Pond 2/7 - 4/7; Sturt Pond, Milford-on-Sea 
29/7; Normandy Marsh 19/8; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 24/8 - 25/8 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS: Normandy Marsh 13/7 - 5/8  
Spotted Redshank: Normandy Marsh 9/5; Pennington Marsh 14/6 - 17/6, 28/8; 
Titchfield Haven 22/6 
Kittiwake: Milford-on-Sea 5/5; Hayling Bay 9/5, 9 30/5; Stokes Bay 3 9/5, 10/5; Hill 
Head 9/5, 21/8; Netley 10/5; Weston Shore 3 11/5, 2 28/5; Chichester Harbour 4 
15/5; Titchfield Haven 23/8 
Little Gull: Hill Head 2/5, 9/5; Stokes Bay 3/5; Milford-on-Sea 2 5/5, 3 9/5;  
Hook-with-Warsash 12/5; Black Point, Sandy Point 5/6; Titchfield Haven 27/8 
Yellow-legged Gull: Stubbington 1/5; Hook-with-Warsash 1/5, 5/6, 16/6 - 22/6, 7/7, 
5/8, 31/8; Weston Shore 19/6, 7/7, 9/7, 3 10/7, 3 11/7; Lower Test Marshes 26/6, 3/7, 
7/7, 9/7, 2 20/8; Hill Head 27/7, 2/8, 17/8; Southsea Common 2/8, 5/8, 7/8; Southsea 
Castle 9/8 
CASPIAN TERN: Normandy Marsh 3/7 
Roseate Tern: Milford-on-Sea 9/5, 1/7; Hordle Cliff 9/5; Brownwich 9/5; Netley 10/5; 
Hayling Bay 2 25/5; Titchfield Haven 2 29/5, 2 6/8, 26/8; Hook-with-Warsash 4/6; Hill 
Head 2 24/6, 8/7, 19/7, 2 28/7, 2 6/8, 9/8, 10/8, 25/8; Hayling Oyster Beds 5/8; Black 
Point, Hayling Island 2 8/8 
Arctic Tern: Hayling Bay 2/5; Hook-with-Warsash 4 2/5; Barton-on-Sea 8/5; Hordle 
Cliff 22 9/5; Stokes Bay 3 9/5; Weston Shore 3 10/5; Netley 5 11/5; Hill Head 18 15/5, 
3 4/8, 5/8, 6/8; Taddiford 12 17/5; Titchfield Haven 26/5 
WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN: Pennington 
Marsh 19/8; Rockford Lake, Blashford Lakes 19/8 
- 20/8 
Black Tern: Hayling Bay 4 9/5, 3 30/7; Black 
Point, Hayling Island 5/6, 23/8; Brownwich 3 22/7; 
Hill Head 6 28/7, 5/8, 2 9/8, 6 10/8, 11/8, 12 11/8, 
10 12/8; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 1/8, 23/8; 
Hook-with-Warsash 5/8; Normandy Marsh 11/8, 5 
28/8; Titchfield Haven 6 12/8, 2 15/8, 2 26/8; 
Taddiford 2 13/8; Pennington Marsh 2 19/8; 
Calshot 21/8, 22/8; Langstone Harbour 27/8; Hurst 
Castle 6 28/8; Farlington Marshes 31/8 
WHISKERED TERN: Fishlake Meadows 31/7 - 7/8  
Great Skua: Hill Head 2/5 
Pomarine Skua: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 5 
2/5, 4/5, 9/5; Hordle Cliff 22 9/5; Hill Head 3 9/5; 
Lepe 9/5; Stokes Bay 3 9/5; Milford-on-Sea 52 9/5 
Arctic Skua: Stokes Bay 2/5, 3 9/5; Sandy Point, 
Hayling Island 6 3/5, 7 9/5, 15/5, 17/5; Hill Head 4 9/5, 2 
15/5, 3 25/5, 2 23/6; Milford-on-Sea 12 9/5, 4 12/5, 4 1/7; 
Normandy Marsh 11/5; Netley 11/5; Chichester Harbour 2 15/5; Weston Shore 22/7; 
Hook-with-Warsash 15/8 
Black-throated Diver: Hayling Bay 1/5 - 14/5; Solent Breezes 16/5 
Great Northern Diver: Stokes Bay 10/5; Weston Shore 10/5; Sandy Point, Hayling 
Island 15/5, 10/6; Barton on Sea 17/5 
Fulmar: Hill Head 25/7 
Shag: Milford-on-Sea 7 15/8 

Black Tern - Steve Payce 
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Glossy Ibis: Titchfield Haven 2 30/5, 1-4 2 23/7 - 4 
30/8; Farlington Marshes 2 2/6, 1-2 23/6 - 1/8; Posbrook 
Floods 2 3/6 - 18/6; Langstone Harbour 2 25/6;  
Langstone Mill Pond 2 15/7; Normandy Marsh 2 22/7; 
Hook-with-Warsash 1-4 25/7 - 31/8; Pennington Marsh 
29/7, 30/7; Hill Head 4 11/8, 2 29/8 
Spoonbill: Farlington Marshes 1/5, 2/5, 17/5, 1-2 23/5 - 
1/6, 30/6; Titchfield Haven 2 15/5 - 16/5, 21/5, 4/7, 11/7, 
14/7, 3 28/7, 5 3/8, 4 15/8, 3 26/8, 3 27/8; Weston 
Shore 2 17/5; Pennington Marsh 5/7 - 7/7; Lymington-
Keyhaven 27/7, 3 29/7, 2 4/8; Hook-with-Warsash 1-7 
3/8 - 31/8; Lepe 2 23/8; Calshot Spit 26/8; Sturt Pond, 
Milford-on-Sea 27/8, 28/8 
Cattle Egret: Farlington Marshes 2/5, 27/5; Posbrook 

Floods 18/5; Lower Test  
Marshes 2 31/5; Langstone Mill Pond max. 14 6/6 - 30/8; Pennington/Oxey Marsh 
14/6, 8 13/7, 1-3 2/8 - 30/8; Hook-with-Warsash 4 7/7; Fishlake Meadows 2-3 15/7 - 
18/7, 24/7; Chichester Harbour 9 27/7; Broadlands Estate 1/8; Eastleigh Railway Yard 
3/8; Northney, Hayling Island 15/8; Workman's Lane, Hook-with-Warsash 18 17/8; 
Farlington Marshes 1-2 20/8 - 31/8;  
Great White Egret: Fishlake Meadows 1-6 4/5 - 29/8; Blashford Lakes 10/6, 4/7, 2 
31/7, 1-2 9/8 - 31/8; Pennington Marsh 3 13/6, 10/7, 27/7, 28/7; Hamble 2/7; Hook-
with-Warsash 4/7, 11/7; Fleet Pond 6/7; Titchfield Haven 13/7; Tundry Pond 7/8; St 
Cross, Winchester 14/8, 20/8; Titchfield Canal Path 20/8; Ringwood 2 23/8; Burley 
24/8; Farlington Marshes 28/8;  
Trigpoint Hill, Timsbury 29/8 
Osprey: Hook-with-Warsash 1/5, 
20/8; Peartree Green LNR, South-
ampton 6/5;  
Fishlake Meadows 9/5, 28/5 - 30/5, 
7/6 - 9/6, 4/7 - 6/7, 1-2 4/8 - 31/8; 
Langstone  
Harbour 2/6, 20/8 - 31/8; Lepe 3/6; 
Romsey 17/6, 7/8; Lower Test  
Marshes 18/6, 11/8, 27/8 - 31/8; 
Nursling 22/6; Portsmouth 27/6;  
Skidmore 21/7, 29/8; Hook-with-
Warsash 5/8; Ibsley Water, Blashford 
Lakes 17/8; Mockbeggar Lake,  
Blashford Lakes 18/8; Beaulieu Road 19/8; Titchfield Canal Path 
20/8; Woolmer Pond 23/8; Pennington  
Village 28/8; Chichester Harbour 28/8; Squabb Wood, Romsey 2 28/8; Weston Shore 
2 28/8; Eling Great Marsh 28/8, 31/8; Highbridge Farm 29/8; Pennington Marsh 31/8; 
Eastleigh Railway Yard 31/8  
Honey-buzzard: [Non-breeding records] Lepe 18/5; Pennington Marsh 13/6;  
Titchfield Haven 8/6, 19/6, 22/6; Leigh Park 23/8 Hursley village 28/8 
Black Kite: Leigh Park 5/5; Fishlake Meadows 27/5; Otterbourne Park Wood 28/5; 
Martin Down 29/5; East Boldre 15/6 
Hen Harrier: Pennington Marsh 3/5 

Glossy Ibis - Lindsay Wright 

Osprey - Andy Tew 
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Short-eared Owl: Oxey Marsh 11/5; Gander Down 14/5 
Hoopoe: Braishfield 6/5; Longparish 11/5 
Bee-eater: Colden Common 5/6; Bedhampton 14/8 
Wryneck: Ober Water, NF 12/8; Hook-with-Warsash 25/8; Alice Holt Forest 28/8 
RED-FOOTED FALCON: Furzy Brow 2 21/5; Beaulieu Road Station 2 27/5 
Merlin: Pennington Marsh 19/8 
Golden Oriole: Old Basing 14/5 
Wood Warbler: [Non-breeding records] Gang Warily Pond 2/5; Castle Bottom 3/5; 
Horsebridge 23/5 
IBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF: Bordon 6/5; Otterbourne 8/5 - 8/6 
GREAT REED WARBLER: Hook-with-Warsash 24/5  
Nightingale: [Non-breeding records] Titchfield Haven Canal Path 2/5; Taddiford 
21/8 
Pied Flycatcher: 
Fritham Plain, NF 14/5; 
Cranesmoor 3/8;  
Balmer Lawn 7/8;  
Fishery Creek, Hayling 
Island 3 11/8, 2 12/8, 
20/8; Emer Bog 11/8; 
Fleet Pond 12/8;  
Taddiford 13/8; 
Woolmer Forest 2 14/8, 
15/8; Crofton Cemetery 
3 14/8, 21/8, 28/8, 29/8; 
Peartree Green LNR, 
Southampton 1-2 14/8 - 
29/8; Old Winchester 
Hill 15/8, 2 26/8, 27/8; 
Northney, Hayling Is-
land 15/8, 2 16/8, 4 
17/8; Bramley 15/8; 
Catherington Down 15/8; Shawford Down 15/8; 
Bramshaw Golf Course 18/8; Compton Down 19/8; Titch-
field Haven 25/8; Marlpit Oak, NF 26/8; Blackhamsley Hill 27/8; Southwick 28/8 
Black Redstart: Hinton Ampner 4/7 
Dipper: Romsey - A pair and two chicks were in Romsey in early June  
COMMON ROSEFINCH: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 29/5  
 
Please send records to the County Recorder so that they can be included in the 
HOS database and Hampshire Bird Report. 
 
Send to: Keith Betton, 8 Dukes Close, Folly Hill, Farnham, GU9 0DR (Tel. 01252 
724068) Email: keithbetton@hotmail.com 
 
Records can be submitted as an email attachment using the Recording Form availa-
ble from the home page of the HOS website: www.hos.org.uk/  

Pied Flycatcher - Rob Porter 

http://www.hos.org.uk/
http://www.hos.org.uk/
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Reed Bunting - Chris Rose 
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FOCUS ON THE VYNE 

The Vyne estate consists of an 
impressive 16th-century house 
set in formal gardens. This  
overlooks a lake with larger  
areas of parkland, farmland, 
mixed coniferous and deciduous 
woodland (Morgaston Wood) and 
most importantly, a water  
meadow which naturally floods 
forming a large shallow mere.  
 
Birds to see 
 
Undoubtedly the main focus for 
birds and birdwatchers alike is 
the large shallow mere and  
surrounding water-meadow. This 
has proved to be an important 
site for wetland birds throughout 
the year. Common Teal and 
Common Snipe find the mere 
particularly attractive with good 
numbers of both species present 
from autumn through to the early spring. You can also expect to see small numbers of 
Eurasian Wigeon and a few Shovelers during the winter months. 

 
Northern Lapwings frequent the mere during the  
winter, sometimes in large flocks, the highest counts 
occur in spring (March) and from summer through to 
late autumn (June to November).  Reed Buntings nest 
in the nearby sedges and Grey Heron can be seen 
throughout the year. Migrant waders are much in  
evidence mainly in the autumn when Little Ringed 
Plover, Common and Green Sandpiper and  
Greenshank regularly pass through in small numbers. 
 
Breeding waterfowl including Mute Swans, Canada 
Geese, Tufted Ducks and Little Grebes. Moorhens and 
Coots can be found on the main lake, while Grey  
Wagtails nest in the close vicinity often favouring the 
outlet stream. Water Rail have bred on the water 

In this issue we are focussing on The Vyne estate in the North East of the  
County. This National Trust estate is home to a variety of birds all year round. 

Teal - Chris Rose 
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meadows. The reedbed at the south-west end 
of the lake is usually inhabited by Reed  
Warblers.  Otherwise a wide range of common 
woodland species including Stock Dove, 
Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers,  
Garden Warbler, Marsh Tit, Nuthatch, 
Treecreeper and Jay breed in the parkland and 
Morgaston Wood.  
 
The latter often attracts flocks of Siskins and 
sometimes Lesser Redpolls during the winter 
months.  

 
 
Access 
 
The Vyne is best approached from the A340 Basingstoke to Aldermaston road. The 
grounds are open 11 am–5 pm at weekends from February to October and on  
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from mid-March to  
October. Please note: the dates vary a little 
from year to year, so best check in advance 
for the latest opening arrangements. 
.  
There is an entrance fee if you are not a 
National Trust member.  Once inside, a  
network of footpaths provides access to 
much of the estate including the formal 
grounds and lake, the parkland, Morgaston 
Wood and the water-meadow. For the hide 
overlooking the water-meadow follow the 
footpath along the north-west side of the 
lake, go through the gate at the end, bear 
right and almost immediately by the NT ‘The 
Vyne’ sign turn left and follow the Woodland 
Walks footpath a short distance to the 
boardwalk leading to the hide. 
 
For further information contact The Vyne, 
Vyne Road, Sherborne St John,  
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 9HL, tel: 
01256 883858, email: 
thevyne@nationaltrust.org.uk,  
website: nationaltrust.org.uk/thevyne.  
  
Morgaston Wood and the water-meadow can be visited throughout the year via  
permissive footpaths. From the A340 take Morgaston Road east for 0.4 miles and 
park carefully on the left of the road opposite the main entrance to Morgaston Wood. 
Cross the road and go through the entrance past the National Trust sign to The Vyne. 
Ignore the footpath immediately on the right and take the concrete footpath  straight 

Treecreeper - Dave Levy 

Wigeon - Chris Rose 

mailto:thevyne@nationaltrust.org.uk
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/thevyne
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 ahead. On reaching an obvious T-junction, turn left, walk east passing a shed and 
footpath on the left and a small wooden hut on the right and follow the yellow and 
brown footpath arrows straight ahead to the cross-roads with a footpath post. Turn 
right and follow the footpath south 
through some tall larches and 
down a steep slope to a T-
junction with the footpath along 
the south side of Morgaston 
Wood. Turn left and follow the 
footpath east to the hide.  
 
Facilities: car park (free), toilets, 
café, well-marked footpaths, hide 
overlooking the water-meadow. 
 
Birds to see all year 
Mute Swan, Canada Goose,  
Tufted Duck, Little Grebe, Grey 
Heron, Moorhen, Coot, Northern  
Lapwing, Stock Dove, Green and Great Spotted  
Woodpecker, Grey Wagtail, Marsh Tit, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Jay. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Birds to see between  
November and March 
Eurasian Wigeon, Common 
Teal, Shoveler, Common 
Snipe, Jack Snipe, Siskin. 
 
 
Enjoy your visit! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Information taken from Where to Watch Birds in Dorset,  
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight by Keith Betton  

Tufted Duck—Dave Levy 

Common Snipe - Andy Tew 
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OUR NEXT 10 FIRSTS 
Here Andy Johnson looks at what new birds might pop up in Hampshire next. 
 
The publication of John Clark’s excellent “Rare Birds of Hampshire” (I recommend 
you get a copy, if you haven’t already!) led me to ponder (yet again) what the next 
‘new’ county birds might be.  
 
There are one or two glaring omissions from the Hampshire List, but when I tried to 
compile a list, I realised that there are actually an awful lot of species which, with  
varying levels of surprise, are yet to appear in the county. This should hopefully  
encourage all Hampshire birders to get out looking for them! 
 
I’ve avoided any of the species mentioned in Appendices 1 and 2 of John’s book, as it 
sounds like several of them might have already occurred in Hampshire, although they 
don’t appear on the official list (yet?). Incidentally, there are one or two that are on the 
Hampshire List, but perhaps shouldn’t be?! I’ll say no more about those. And I’m not 
going to try to predict the order in which these birds will turn up, so my predictions are 
listed in taxonomic order: 

 
1. King Eider. 
There aren’t many ‘waterfowl’ that haven’t made it to  
Hampshire, and the chances of proving a wild Marbled 
Duck, Hooded Merganser or Bufflehead are probably slim, 
so I’ve gone for a King (or Queen) Eider joining the wintering 
Eider flock in the Solent, the next time they’re on an upward 
trend. Often tantalisingly distant, they just need to drift within 

range for this ultra-rare south coast visitor to be nailed. 
 
 

2. Sora.  
Hampshire has some high quality and well-watched reed-beds, so I reckon it’s about 
time this north American crake made an appearance, edging out American Coot and 
Pied-billed Grebe from my predictions. The famous 1985 bird just missed us, turning 
up at Pagham Harbour, and even neighbouring Berkshire has recorded Sora (albeit in 
1865!), so this is one for Farlington, Titchfield and Keyhaven visitors to keep an eye 
out for in late autumn 
 
3. Red-necked Stint. 
Hampshire has a good list of rare waders, but there are still plenty to go. Greater 
Sand-plover seemed too obvious, and White-tailed Lapwing seems a real possibility 
at the moment, whilst Great Knot, Solitary or Upland Sandpiper could all turn up (and 
dare we dream of Cream-coloured Courser or Caspian Plover?). But I fancy another 
controversial ‘peep’ at one of our wader hot-spots transpiring to be our first Red-
necked Stint. How about Britain’s third juvenile? 
 
4. American Herring Gull.  
I always fancied finding Slender-billed and Audouin’s gulls on my patch, but both 

King Eider  
Ron MacDonald 
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seem to have gone off the boil in recent years, whilst Great Black-headed Gull is 
probably just wishful thinking. However, this rather cryptic species, whilst genuinely 
rare, must be easily overlooked, as it is only really identifiable in first-winter plumage. 
One for the keen Larophiles!  
 
5. Brown Booby.  
The most obvious sea-bird contenders would seem to be Great Shearwater and  
Wilson’s Storm-petrel – both regular enough if you’re in Cornwall, but incredibly rare 
the further east you go along the south coast. Brünnich’s Guillemot also seems to 
have enjoyed an upsurge in records recently, including the famous Portland Harbour 
bird of 2013. However, I’ve plumped for another recently increased species: how 
about a Brown Booby being found waddling around on one of Hampshire’s beaches? 
 
6. Lesser Kestrel. 
A variety of birds of prey could perhaps be on the cards for Hampshire – Booted  
Eagle, Black-winged Kite, Eleonora’s Falcon maybe? But with 22 British records of 
Lesser Kestrel generously scattered across the country, it’s about time Hampshire 
got in on the act, even if it’s one of those annoying ‘identified from a photograph’ 
finds! 
 
7. Greenish Warbler.  
A surprising number of warblers remain unrecorded in Hampshire, including  
Sardinian, Desert, Fan-tailed, Blyth’s Reed, Arctic and Bonelli’s. But most surprising 
has to be Greenish – not even a rarity these days, albeit harder on the south coast 
than the east. The question is, how much longer will we have to wait? And will it be a 
singing male in early June, a vocal autumn first-winter, or (God forbid) pulled out of a 
mist-net, ringed and released, never to be seen again? 
  
8. Thrush Nightingale. 
Another species with a scatter of records across southern England, including five in 
Dorset, three in East Sussex and even one in Wiltshire,  
Hampshire’s first is surely on the cards? Nevertheless, this  
species could cause a bit of a headache among county listers as 
the chances are it would be a ‘heard-only’ for most people! 
 
9. Short-toed Treecreeper.  
Undoubtedly one of the more overlookable species, this just edged 
out Collared Flycatcher from my list. Could a singing bird be 
pinned down in the New Forest?  Perhaps this species is 
more likely to be noticed at a coastal location, where Eurasian 
Treecreeper would itself be notable! 
 
10. Red-eyed Vireo. 
Any number of American species could follow the White-throated Sparrows and Dark-
eyed Juncos which have most likely jumped ship in Southampton Docks. But for a 
‘proper’ Yank, I’ve gone for the most numerous of their passerines to reach our 
shores – Red-eyed Vireo. With 100 in Cornwall/Scilly Isles alone, records as close as 
Hengistbury Head (Dorset) and St. Catherine’s Point (Isle of Wight) and six ending up 
even further east, in Kent and Suffolk, it’s surely just a matter of time... 

Short-toed Treecreeper  
Martin Casemore 
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EAGLES, SEAGULLS,  
ROBINS AND LOONS 

Next month sees the start of the football world cup in Qatar - when we can expect 
wall to wall football on both ITV and the BBC. That’s great if, like me, you love foot-
ball. But where does that leave those who have no interest? 
 
Usually the World Cup is played during the summer months – good weather and long 
days for birding. But this year, the tournament starts in November and finishes in  
December (due to the temperatures in Qatar) which means fewer daylight hours to 
get out. So, it might be harder to escape. That made me think it might be fun to look 
at football and birds and how they are related to see if that helps. 
 
There are 32 teams in the World Cup, and four of them have nicknames involving 
birds. Brazil, who always start as one of the tournament  favourites, are known as 
Canarinho, the little canaries, presumably because of their yellow shirts. Poland are 
the Polish Eagles, Serbia are Orlovi – the Eagles, and Saudi Arabi the Green Hawks 
or Falcons. I’ll be watching out for the bird team results – especially the Falcons! 
 
That’s it for bird related 
teams in the World Cup, but 
we have our own   
Eagles, Canaries and many 
more in English Football. 
 
If you are ever in South 
East London on matchdays 
you may well hear chants of 
“Eagles, Eagles” coming 
from Selhurst Park, the 
home of Crystal Palace FC. 
Not only does their club 
badge feature an  
eagle, until a couple of 
years ago you could  
expect to see Kayla  the 
Bald-eagle flying from goal 
to goal before the match. 
 
Kayla became the club mascot in 2010 when the club approached the Eagle Heights 
Foundation to see if they could take a couple of Eagles to the match to create a bit of 
matchday excitement. Chris from Eagle Heights selected two birds, Kayla and Alaska 
and oflf they went. 
 

Kayla and Chris at Selhurst Park. Photo: Crystal Palace FC 

By Carol Rawlings 
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Chris said: “We took them both along but Alaska absolutely hated it - however, when I 
took Kayla on to the pitch, she didn’t bat an eyelid. She loved it and I could tell the 
fans were surprised to see her out there against West Bromwich Albion.” 
 
Kayla became part of the furniture at the stadium until her death in 2020 after  
suffering a heart attack aged 28. I was lucky enough to see her a couple of times and 
I could have watched her gliding effortlessly from crossbar to crossbar all day.  
 
Before her death Kayla also suffered from gout and Crystal Palace fans raised  
thousands of pounds to help Eagle Heights pay for vet fees and medical treatment to 
keep her pain free and to manage her condition. It’s clear she held a special place in 
their hearts. 
 
Here in the South of England, in Brighton to be exact, the Seagulls are 
very much part of the life of the city. That’s the nickname of Brighton and 
Hove Albion, and while we all know there isn’t really any such thing as a 
seagull, try telling that to Brighton fans. What they do know, and I think we 
do as well, is that when the chips are down the Seagulls get going, 
spurred on by the roar of the crowd. 

 
Outside the Premier League, Norwich City FC are known as the Canaries. 
They are named after the birds that were imported into the city by weavers in 
the Middle Ages, and their club colours of yellow and green reflect their  
nickname. 
 

There are several clubs known as the Robins, including two that have a 
fierce local rivalry, Swindon Town and Bristol City. It’s hardly surprising 
really when you consider how territorial Robins can be! 

 
Sheffield Wednesday are known as the Owls, not because of the Owl on their 
crest, that came later, but because their ground was built in the Owlerton  
district of the City. 
 
 

In South Wales footballing terms you are either a Blue Bird or a Swan for 
Cardiff City and Swansea Town respectively, while north of the border  
Scottish Lowland League club East Kilbride feature an Oystercatcher on 
their club badge. Still in Scotland, there was actually a club called Belstane 
Birds FC that was founded in 1882 and disbanded in 1891. They played at 
Birds Park in Queensferry West Lothian before becoming extinct. 
 

Finally, across the Atlantic in a country that has only recently embraced 
‘soccer’ Minnesota Football Club sports a really elegant club badge with a 
beautiful depiction of a Loon or Diver.  
 
Hopefully this quick flyover has made football more interesting for non fans. 
If not, there’s always Netflix!! Or you could read of some of the books we’ve 
reviewed in this issue, or featured in Desert Island Books. 
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T A K E 5 
Our focus on local photographers 

My name is Rob Porter and I am 68 years old. I’m very pleased to have 
been asked to do this feature and to be able to share my top five  
photos with you. I have always had a keen interest in birds. At a young 
age I had the Observers Book of Birds, which I still have to this day. I 
also did a bit of photography back in the 80s owning a film SLR, this 
was fully manual… no AF back then. However, it wasn’t until fairly  
recently that I took up Birding and Bird Photography as a serious  
hobby, thanks to a good friend of mine who got me started, and I have 
been doing this for about three and a half years now. 
 
At 62 I retired early due to ill health with an immune disorder that started to attack my 
lungs. This condition is now controlled fairly well by drugs, however I still experience 
breathing difficulties on any task that can involve too much exertion. Whilst this  
hobby can involve a fair bit of walking it is ideal for me as it is something I can do at 
my own pace. 
 
The camera I have is a Panasonic G9 with a 100 - 400mm lens. This is a lightweight 
4/3 system with a 2x crop factor. 
 
Cuckoo - Kings Somborne, April 2019 

 
This photo was taken on a Fly-Fishing day out 
with my sister. Along with the rods, I also took 
my new camera and I was so glad I did. I 
caught my “Two Trout limit” early and decided 
to have a wander around the large tree lined 
lake with my camera, while waiting for my sister 
to catch her fish. 
 
I came across this Cuckoo coming down from 
the trees to feed on the ground and then  
returning again to the trees. Using the cover of 
the nearby trees I managed to get fairly close to 
capture this shot. 
 
Back then I didn’t know how difficult it is to get a 
good picture of a Cuckoo, and I haven’t had a 
better picture of one since. 
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Sedge Warbler - Lower Test  
Marshes, June 2019 
 
The River Test at Nursling is the 
probably the closest reserve to home. 
I spent more birding days there 
through that first spring and summer, 
with my camera, than anywhere else. 
This was mainly trying to get my first 
Reed and Sedge Warbler shots, and 
there were many, but none quite as 
good as this Sedge Warbler, singing 
and on a single reed stem with a nice 
uncluttered out of focus background.  
 

This photo made the front cover of 
the next HOS Kingfisher magazine, 
which I was extremely happy with. 
 
 
 
 
Sparrowhawk - Southampton Old Cemetery, Feb 2021 

 
Southampton Old Cemetery on The 
Common is another good birding site 
close to home. I spend a lot of time 
there, it is especially good through the 
winter months and it is surprising what 
can turn up. This Sparrowhawk was  
spotted through the trees as I was 
walking back to the car. I just  
managed to get this shot through the 
overhanging branches.  
 
I’m not too sure why certain birds 
perched on gravestones seem to make 
for good photographs, but maybe a 
Sparrowhawk on one is particularly 
appropriate when you think of the  
nature of this bird. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

46 

Bearded Tit - Farlington Marsh, 
Jan 2020 
 
Late December and early January 
2019/20 at Farlington Marsh, was a 
time when, for most days, 20 or 
more Bearded Tits showed really 
well in the reed beds close to the 
sea wall for a couple of weeks or so. 
I turned up there late one afternoon, 
with them showing well and the sun 
in a perfect position for taking  
photos. 
 
I took so many pictures that  
afternoon that I filled up both 
memory cards in my camera. With 
so many photos to choose from, this 
photo stood out from the rest. It is 
like the bird is looking at me as if to 
say  ….  “ How many pictures “ 
 

 
Dipper - Lynmouth, North Devon, June 2022 
 
This is my out of Hampshire photo. After not getting particularly good photos of the 
Dippers when they showed up in Romsey this May, my wife and I decided to have a 
couple of days away in North Devon, where I had been told that a stretch of water 
there was the place to 
see them.  
 
I was most surprised to 
come across this  
obliging Dipper after 
only a short walk from 
where we parked the 
car, and thought “Great! 
This is going to be a 
good day” but as we 
walked further along the 
river we didn’t come 
across anymore. So I 
was glad that I took a 
fair few photos of this 
one and was very 
pleased with this shot. 
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H05 1N NUM8ER5 
In this issue we are taking a look at HOS members - that’s right - you! We are 
looking at where you are, how long you’ve been members and whether you 
have signed up for Gift Aid. It’s a different way to look at ourselves. Hope you 
find it interesting. 
 
Membership by local 
postcode 
 
SO - 685 
PO - 262 
GU - 148 
BH - 104 
SP - 98 
RG - 97 
 
The top neighbouring 
counties 
 
Dorset - 56 
Surrey - 43 
Wiltshire - 29 
Sussex - 22 
Berkshire - 14 
Isle of Wight - 29 
 
We have members in a total of 30 other counties and one overseas member. 
 
Members registered for Gift Aid  - 1,023 (let’s get that number up!) 
 
Highest ever number of members - 3,771 
 
Members for more than 20 years - 403 
 
Number of people with family membership - 423 
 
Number of home addresses - 1,465 
 
New members this year (up to mid August) - 93 
 
So, there you have it, a numbers-based look at you and your fellow HOS members. 
We will leave you with one thought. If we can get that Gift Aid number up that’s more 
money for HOS without it costing you a penny.  
 
Let’s do it! 
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GALLERY EXTRA 

Charlie Smith draws and paints on old roofing tiles using poster paints. This House 
Sparrow is fantastic and shows how you can reclaim all sorts of things and turn them 
into art. We will share more of Charlie’s pieces in future issues. 

We had so much fantastic art to choose from, we had to open an annexe to our main 
Gallery. Enjoy this additional piece. And don’t  forget to send your art to us at  
hoskingfisher@outlook.com 
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DESERT ISLAND BOOKS 

Our castaways for this issue are Di Warner  
and Dave Palmer, the new walks co-ordinators 
for HOS. They have each chosen three books 
to take with them to our desert island. 

Di’s Choices 
 
The perfect island for me would be tropical and with mixed ecology, giving me plenty 
of parrots to entertain me by day and a variety of night birds to enchant me by night.  
Along of course with a plentiful supply of gin and tonic and the odd sushi bar… 

 
Spix’s Macaw by Tony Juniper (Published 2002 by Harper Collins) 
This is a book I’ve read several times and never tire of. It describes the 
hopeless and desperate attempts to save the last wild Spix’s Macaw and 
preserve the species from extinction. It is a battle of endurance for both the 
bird and his human champions in the face of unimaginable selfishness and 
greed. It’s a heart-breaking environmental parable that illustrates how badly 
things can go if we don’t take a stand and do something about them. 

 
The Complete Owl by Michael Leach Published 1992 by Chatto & 
Windus) 
Anyone who knows me will know how excited I can get on seeing an 
owl.  They are glorious, mesmerising creatures and never cease to 
entrance me when I see or hear them.  So a book that captures both 
the folklore and the fact behind owls is an ideal one to immerse myself 
in for those long idyllic hours on a desert island with nothing more 
pressing to concern myself with. 

 
Nightjars and their Allies by D. T. Holyoak (Published 2001 by  
Oxford University Press) 
This is a considerably more weighty tome than my other choices, but  
given I’d expect to have a lot of time on my hands on a desert island, I 
would finally have the time to read it properly.  As you can tell, I’ve  
always had a fascination with night birds and nightjars in particular, 
possibly because of their elusiveness and definitely because of their 
incredible camouflage, so it’s about time I learned more about them. 
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KINGFISHER ISSUE 175  
 

The next issue of Kingfisher will be out in February 2023. If you would like to submit 
articles please send them to hoskingfisher@outlook.com   
Deadline January 9, 2023 but please let the editor know in advance that an article is 
coming. 
 
Calling all photographers 
Your challenge for the next issue is to get pictures of Redwing and Short-eared owl. 
Tricky but you’ve got this! Please make sure the jpeg file name contains the  
species, where it was taken and your name. 

Dave’s Choices 
 
As an avid reader and collector of antiquarian books, my ideal desert island would 
have a chest of old books washed up on it somewhere for me to discover and pore 
over as I wait to be rescued.  However, assuming that I’m not going to be that lucky, 
I’ve chosen three very different books to pick from as the mood takes me… 

 
How to be a Bad Birdwatcher by Simon Barnes (Published 2004 by 
Short Books) 
This delightful, light-hearted book resonates with me for the similarities 
with my first tentative steps into bird watching and the tipping point 
when I crossed from being the kind of person for whom birds are part of 
the everyday landscape, to seeing them properly for the first time and 
appreciating them for their beauty, grace and infinite variety. I think it’s 
good from time to time to be reminded of the simple pleasure that can 
be gained from seeing birds go about their daily business. 

 
The Charm of Birds by Viscount Grey of Fallodon (Published 1927 by 
Hodder & Stoughton) 
I couldn’t get stranded without at least one old book to enjoy and this is a 
little gem.  It’s not a field guide or reference book, but a series of personal 
observations by a lover of birds and contains his musings on a year of 
watching birds and noting specific aspects of their behaviour.  True to its 
title, the book entices the reader to appreciate how charming birds are, but is 
also written in a style that is just a pleasure to read. 
 

Birds of South America (Passerines) by Robert S Ridgely & Guy 
Tudor (Helm Field Guides) 
My final choice has to be a proper bird book, as I would find it  
extremely frustrating to be marooned with no means to identify the 
birds sharing or visiting my island.  Working on the premise that when 
this happens I’d be equipped for the region I’m in, I’m hoping I’ve 
picked the right one!  Some of my favourite travel experiences have 
been in South America and although I’ve used the more pocketable 
Collins guide a lot, this is more comprehensive and I’m assuming I 
don’t need to worry about the weight! 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
BOOK REVIEWS 
BOOK REVIEWS 

Goshawk Summer: a New Forest season unlike any other  
By James Aldred  
Elliott & Thompson, 2021  
Hardback. 234 pages  
ISBN 978-1-78396-612-7 (Hardback) £14.99  
ISBN: 978-1-78396-640-0 (Softback) £9.99  
  
The spring and summer of 2020 were very different from normal for 
all of us. It was a time when Covid restrictions in most countries 
prevented us from getting out and studying birds whenever and 
wherever we wanted. The restrictions were very real and for most 
people, and for those carrying out research, it was stifling. So,  
consider how lucky James Aldred was to be given permission to spend April to June 
filming Goshawks in the New Forest. This assignment was to create content for a TV 
documentary entitled New Forest: The Crown’s Hunting Ground which was aired in 
late 2021. So while we were mostly isolated for weeks on end, James was enduring a 
different kind of isolation: cocooned in a temporary bird hide that he had attached to a 
pine tree just a few metres away from an active Goshawk nest!  
  
The book is written as a diary of his time on the filming project, from meeting forestry 
staff to find the ideal filming location, through installing the hide over several days, 
and then from incubation to fledging of the Goshawk chicks. There are, of course, 
long periods when there is relatively little to film at the nest, and James is also there 
to capture images of other wildlife, so the book contains information about several 
iconic New Forest species.  
  
For those interested in Goshawks, the main interest will be in the daily information 
from James’s filming schedules. Having arrived on 6 April, in just over two weeks he 
had located a suitable nest and gradually built a platform in an adjacent tree. He and 
his camera assistant gradually allowed the female Goshawk to get used to the new 
structure – although she notices every slight movement and tiny noise. By 27 April 
the filming is underway and by a stroke of luck the nest survives gales that  
demolished at least one other nest. By 17 May the chicks have hatched and the  
filming opportunities increase daily.  
  
Although this book is not designed to be a monograph on the Goshawk it does  
include many interesting observations, such as the female returning to the nest and 
sprinkling fresh pine needles onto the male while he is incubating. I’ve not read about 
that before and conceivably nobody has been close enough to a nest for long enough 
to witness it. Could it have been an attempt to get him to move, or perhaps she  

By Keith Betton 
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simply wanted to add fresh greenery and he happened to be in the way?   
James takes a number of issues and discusses them, so that although everything is 
set out as a daily diary, each day he raises at least one issue and discusses it, 
demonstrating not only an appreciation of Goshawks but for everything else in the 
New Forest from foxes to ponies, and New Forest life. On a few occasions he finds 
that local people assume that he is breaking lockdown rules, and he is faced with a 
barrage of anger. But we also get an insight to life in a busy national park which is 
eerily quiet for weeks before the return of visitors in their thousands in June.   
  
I really enjoyed this book that has won the 2022 Wainwright Prize for Nature Writing. 
James’s style is relaxed, informative and often humorous.  As a weekly visitor to the 
New Forest, I have seen many Goshawk nests, but I have never gained the insights 
to their behaviour that James was privileged to see. Through this book he allows us 
to share his experiences and understand what it is like to be a wildlife camera  
operator on a mission. But the stars are the Goshawks, dominating the dense woods 
in which they live, in a national park that receives 15 million visitors each year.   
 
These days more birders want to know the science behind the birds that we 
see every day. Three new books try to explain some of that and as an experi-
enced book reviewer for the national birding journals Keith Betton assesses 
them here. 
 
How Birds Live Together: Colonies and Communities in the Avian World  
By Marianne Taylor.  
Princeton University Press, 2022.  
224 pages. Hardback. £25 
 
This is a very engaging book full of great photographs. It 
explains how birds work together in close proximity. There 
are clear safety benefits in doing so, although right now with 
bird flu that is working against them.  
 
There are many long-established seabird colonies that use 
the same cliffs for generations and 95% of seabirds choose 
to nest colonially.  
 
Some species colonially construct single-family nests close 
together in trees (such as Grey Herons) and some nest in 
tunnels dug into the earth (such as Sand Martins).  
 
The examples are grouped together with whacky chapter titles like Going Under-
ground and Mobile Homes, and the approach is the perfect example of how to deliver 
interesting facts in an accessible way.  
 
I reckon we could all learn from birds and live in better harmony! 
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Birds and Us: A 12,000 Year History, from Cave  
Art to Conservation 
By Tim Birkhead.  
Viking/Penguin Books, 2022.  
441 pages.  Hardback. £25  
 
When it comes to distilling lengthy accounts of science and  
discovery Tim Birkhead does it as well as any author I know.  
 
In this book he explores our relationships with birds going right 
back to the early images of birds painted in Spain during the  
Neolithic period at the end of the Stone Age. These birds may 
have been admired by our ancestors, but they were also surely 
prized as food. As you move through to more recent times, people in many cultures 
started to keep birds in captivity for food or for sport and particularly hawks for  
hunting. As our understanding of birds expanded we started to understand what  
species existed around us, and birds started to be given proper names by the likes  
of Carl Linnaeus in the 1700s.  
 
The discovery and naming of species gathered pace, and along with that came a  
better understanding of how birds were affected by us. In the last 100 years we have 
probably cared about birds more than at any other time but also threatened them 
globally to the same degree. This story of our relationship with birds is a complex one, 
but beautifully told.  

 
How Birds Evolve: What Science Reveals about Their Origin, 
Lives and Diversity 
By Douglas J. Futuyma.  
Princeton University Press, 2022.  
320 pages. Hardback. £25 
 
Doug Futuyma is a renowned ecologist and evolutionary biologist 
from New York, and is also a well-travelled birder.  
 
In this book he explains a lot of the background to taxonomy; for 
example, why is one group of birds closely related to another that 

may not seem particularly similar. The book has 12 chapters which start by explaining 
some of the main concepts in taxonomy and the use of DNA in establishing  
relationships.  
 
Several chapters explore the connections between evolution and bird behaviour,  
species distribution and the future of birds. Doug gives some fascinating examples 
and reminds us of how birds have been around for 150 million years and have faced  
climate change on many occasions. Over 100 species have become extinct since 
1500, but that is just a flicker of time and since they first navigated the planet,  
thousands of bird species have disappeared. Overall, Doug is a story teller, and while 
much of what he addresses in this book is heavy science, if you like to get stuck into 
things that you don’t fully understand and are challenging then this book may well be 
just for you. 
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PHOTO FINISH 

SPECIAL 

Firecrest - Chris Rose 

Wryneck - Andy Tew 
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PHOTO FINISH 

BRANCH! 

Turtle Dove - Rob Porter 

Kestrel -  Dave Levy 
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PHOTO FINISH 

MOMENTS 

 Avocet - Rob Porter 
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PHOTO FINISH 

TO REFLECT 

Black-tailed Godwit - Chris Rose 
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PHOTO FINISH 

A RIGHT 

Dartford  Warbler - Chris Rose 

Juvenile Wheatear - Peter Hyde 
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PHOTO FINISH 

MIXTURE! 

Blue Tit - Brian Cartwright 

Little Tern - Rob Porter 
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YOU WON’T WANT  
TO MISS THIS! 

We’ve lined up some amazing speakers for the 2023 
HOS Members’ Day.  
 
Joining us will  be: 
 
• Beccy Speight, Chief Executive of the RSPB  
• Juliet Vickery, Chief Executive of the British 

Trust for Ornithology (BTO) 
• David Lindo - the Urban Birder -TV presenter 

and columnist 
 
You can join them on Saturday 1 April 2023 at St 
Swithun’s School in Winchester. 
 
So, don’t miss out. Get this date in your diary and 
watch out for more information in the new year. 
 

See you there! 
 
 
 
 


