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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the summer edition of Kingfisher. As |
write this I’'m waiting for the weather to catch up with
the season as I'm fed up with squelching through
endless mud as | go out walking and birding. And I'm
sure I'm not alone.

But hopefully the weather will improve. If not, there’s
plenty in this issue to pass the time until you can get
out without your wellies and waterproofs.

It's been a dramatic year for our Peregrines across
the county. | know many of you were, like me,
saddened by the passing of Winchester female
Winnie and excited by the prospect of a new pair on
the Cathedral, and on Romsey Abbey. Keith Betton
has a Peregrine update for us on page 7.

Readers of my
generation will
remember a time when
all photographs were in
black and white on small
squares of paper. Our
Take 5 photographer
Brian Cartwright
certainly does.

In fact, the first bird
photograph he took was
of this Merlin in the
Atlantic in 1966 while
serving in the Royal
Navy. You can find
Brian’s Take 5
selections on page 36.

There’s going to be a new reservoir near Havant
which is exciting news for those of us living in that
area. Doug Yelland is the HOS representative on the
steering group that is advising Portsmouth Water
about the wildlife aspects of the new reservoir so
check out page 14 for his update on this exciting
new project.



I've often thought that it would be useful to have a scope that told me what bird | was
watching — rather than me keeping half an eye on the bird and the other half on my
field guide!

It's certainly true that artificial intelligence (Al) is helping birders identify birdsong, or
is it? James Cutting takes a closer look on page 12.

Sometimes life doesn’t go the way we want or expect. That certainly happened to
Howard Baldwin when serious illness changed the way he interacted with nature and
wildlife. He shares his experiences of those changes on page16.

Once again Martin Pitt rides
to the rescue of those of us
who struggle to separate
similar species of birds. In
this issue he focuses on
Warblers, from Sedge,
through Reed to Cetti’s.
Check how you can spot the
difference on page 40.

The talent of HOS members
never ceases to amaze me
and in this issue we have
once again opened the
gallery to showcase the skill
of two artists. I'm sure you
will be blown away by their
work which is on display on
pages 18 and 19.

Reed Warbler - Rob Porter

| hope those of you at
Members’ Day back in April enjoyed it - we've had very positive feedback about the
day. If you weren’t there we’ve tried to give you a flavour of the event on page 5. We
already have a date for next year - Saturday 29 March. See you there!

I hope you all manage to get out and about over the summer months. We’ve featured
Acres Down in the New Forest in this issue. It's worth checking out if you like your
birds of prey, but there are plenty of other species to look out for there too.

Wherever you decide to go this summer, whether it’'s here in Hampshire, across the
UK or further afield, enjoy your birding!

Carol



MEMBERS’ DAY 2024

We enjoyed another very successful Members’ Day and AGM at the beginning of
April. We heard brilliant speakers talking about birds and wildlife in the county. We did
the business of the AGM by voting for committee members and agreeing the
accounts. We shopped, bid in auctions and bought raffle tickets to help raise over
£4,000 to help fund our vital conservation work. There were 430 people, there making
this the largest event in HOS history!

Our young members had pictures taken with HOS President Chris Packham, our
Ladybirders had a lunchtime meet up, and there were no unexpected fire alarms.

If you were there we hope you enjoyed it, if you couldn’t make it but want to next time,
then put Saturday 29 March 2025 in your diaries. That's the date for next year and
we’d love to see you there!

Pictures: lan Julian



Whinchat - Steve Payce




HIGH DRAMA!

Hampshire Peregrine update by Keith Betton

Well, it's been a surprising and somewhat
challenging year for our Peregrines and
those who watch them. At Winchester
Cathedral Winnie and William were
preparing their nest area in late February,
when another female arrived on the
scene, resulting in all three of them being
involved in an aerial chase.

Tragically the outcome was that Winnie
died in the conflict - we don't know
whether she simply hit the ground in a
tangle with the new female or whether she
was somehow injured mid-air. This new
female then took up residence, claiming
the nest site and also William for herself.

There then followed almost a month in
which she seemed nervous around the t ; [
nest site, staying only for a few minutes T Winnie - Keith Betton
each time, and although she was seen

mating with William, the first egg only appeared on 12 April - three weeks behind

many other Peregrines.

We are pretty sure this female - who has
been name Mel by the Cathedral - was a
first-time nester, because she made a
number of moves which suggested
inexperience. Having laid four eggs over
several days, we believe she ate one during
the night and knocked another off the nest
tray, leaving just two. A few days later she
somehow knocked both of those off the tray
as well, and although we put them back on
the tray for her the next day, she ate both of
them. So that was the end of her nesting
attempt - we are hopeful for 2025.

At New Milton the newly-formed pair from
2023 were again present after a rather
disappointing year in which the new male
(born in Dorset in 2018) seemed to be on a
steep learning curve, and just as things

7

William and Mel - David Papworth



started to look promising another male (born in Devon in 2020) turned up and so the
female now had to make a choice between the two of them. For whatever reason she
chose neither, no nesting took place and it does prove that in a relationship, three is a
crowd!

However at St Mary's Church, Andover the regular pair (including a Surrey female
from 2017), who are now very experienced after eight years, reared four chicks. Four
chicks were also raised at Sway Tower and two on a crane in Southampton Docks
(the mother here being from London in 2012).

The Romsey pair - Richard Jacobs

However, for many people the most exciting news was the arrival of Peregrines at
Romsey Abbey. We had seen birds there in the past and to entice them to stay a
nesting tray had been put in a suitable place two years ago.

Those birds had long departed, but at last this was a pair that wanted to nest, and the
male had been born at St Mary’s Church, Andover in 2020. They ignored the tray that
had been placed in a gulley and chose the small turret next to the flag pole.

Although Peregrines will put up with bell ringing they really avoid being near flags, so
to his credit, the vicar ensured that no flags would be flown until late summer. After our
hopes had been raised, their nesting attempt came to nothing. One of the eggs was
somehow pushed off the small scrape they had made on the floor of the turret and the
other one was left unhatched.

So again we will have to wait till 2025, by which time we hope to have some sort of
nest tray or box in place for them.



At the time of writing, Peregrines have been confirmed as nesting at around
15 sites in the county, with several others still to be checked. There is no
doubt that the relatively cold and wet Spring will have made their nesting
attempts more difficult, particularly for those that simply nest on rooftops or
nest trays without any cover.

The likely outcome, as in most years, is that about 20 pairs are nesting, and
it does seem that the Peregrine population is now stable around that number,
and unlikely to increase much beyond it.

Our thanks go to the various building owners and managers who have
co-operated so well to ensure that these birds have the best possible chance
of success.

All of the nest visits made to write this report were made under a disturbance
licence issued by the BTO.

Peregrine - Rob Porter
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HOS YOUNG MEMBERS

In late March 13 HOS Young Members
attended a ringing session at Blashford
Lakes, and were able to learn about
the study of migration from Brenda
Cook and Kevin Sayer. Everyone
benefited from excellent views of the
birds being weighed and measured,
and also got the chance to release a
bird after ringing. Many thanks to
HIWWT for allowing us to experience
this on their reserve

11



BIRDSONG AND TECHNOLOGY

by James Cutting

For centuries, ornithologists, poets and bird enthusiasts have marvelled at birdsong,
striving to decipher its meanings and identify its performers. With the advent of
artificial intelligence (Al), the task of bird song recognition has taken a leap, promising
to unlock new insights into avian behaviour and ecology. However, as with any
technological advances, the marriage of Al and bird song recognition comes with its
own set of challenges and limitations. r

Al algorithms can analyse vast amounts of audio data - 5
much faster than human experts, enabling the rapid /
identification of bird species based on their unique xY
vocalisations. This has an immense potential for
monitoring bird populations, identifying endangered
species, and assessing habitat quality without the need
for a ‘boots on the ground’ approach or endless trawling

through recordings. It has also proved very popular in - i

consumer applications for identifying species in the .

garden or on your birding expeditions, opening a whole

new world for those new to the pastime. % :

Al however, has its limitations. We have seen some real a sfaﬁ,,',';?t"c',% E,zbﬂ,r,'(’
anomalies with the likes of Merlin Bird ID. A recent post to avian soundscape -
e-bird that was circulated online, suggested that the user, in James Cutting

a Surrey suburb, had enjoyed visits from a Tui (New Zealand

Endemic), Blue-Throated Mountain Gem a Hummingbird species, whose range is
Southern USA and central America, a Spotless Starling and a Rock Bunting, among
other more common UK visitors such as Robin and Woodpigeon.

- o i o Bird songs vary significantly within
. and between species due to
factors such as vocal similarities,
..‘ A regional dialects, individual
e il : variations, and environmental

/ influences. Al algorithms must
contend with this variability for
reliable identification. To further

= complicate matters, natural
- habitats are never silent, often
" featuring sounds from other birds,
| insects, wind, and human
activities. Al algorithms often
4 struggle to distinguish bird songs
2 kT } ., from background noise, leading to

- : misidentification or false positives.
Tui - Keith Betton




While Al can augment human expertise in
bird song recognition, it should not replace
the human element entirely, regardless of
the application. Sense checking is still a
vital part of what we as birders do. Does
this make sense for where | am, the habitat
I’'m in and so on.

Apps like Merlin can be invaluable in
narrowing down the species you are
listening to and | think it certainly makes
birdsong more accessible to would be and
beginner birders.

' However, | wouldn’t be throwing away the
Geoff Sample CDs just yet. There is still a
lot to be said for spending the time,
observing, learning, and experiencing
birdsong for yourself.

Singing Firecrest - Chris Rose

There is much more to this subject, but in my opinion, | think that by combining the
strengths of Al with human expertise and stewardship, we can harness the power of
technology to unlock the beauty of birdsong and further our understanding of birds to
influence conservation efforts.

HELPING HOS

Interested in birding?
Want to know more

As a HOS member you know how much the
Society does for birds, conservation and about Hampshire's birds?
birders in Hampshire. Can you help us spread  yun¢ 10 g on guided
the word to others who may be interested in i

joining us? The more members we have, the Fhen why notjoin HOS?

more we can do. -
Jetailsof how to joincan
We have produced a HOS card which can be i L . 1
handed to people you meet while out birding
which tells them a bit about us and how they can
join. If you would like some of our cards to hand
out while you are out and about please contact
Dave Palmer on dave.palmer64@btinternet.com.

Hampshire Ornithological Society
www.hos.org.uk

Another way you can help HOS is to by leaving
us a legacy in your will so we can continue to
help birds and wildlife after you have gone. So
please do consider adding us to your will.
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NEW RESERVOIR FOR HAVANT

HOS sits on the steering group that is advising Portsmouth Water on the
wildlife aspects of its planned new reservoir near Havant. Doug Yelland is our
representative and here he explains how the plans are evolving.

HORTHERH ACCESS OPTION NS - -

| sy o o T

PUBLIC ACCESS FROM
STAUNTOM COUNTRY PARK

Havant Thicket Reservoir is being built by Portsmouth Water in partenership with, and
funded by, Southern Water, on land that was acquired for this purpose in the early
1960’s. More details of the project can be viewed at https://havant-thicket-
reservoir.uk.engagementhq.com/

Approximately 1.5km east to west, and 1km north to south, the reservoir will occupy
160 hectares between Leigh Park, Havant and Rowlands Castle, with a total storage
capacity of 8.7 billion litres and a maximum depth of around 20 metres. The purpose
is to store surplus spring water, to be provided to Southern Water during drought,
avoiding extraction from the Test and the ltchen.

The water to fill it will be pumped from Bedhampton and Havant Springs 3km to the
South and just short of Langstone Harbour. The three headwater streams are very
small. It could open in 2029.

As part of Portsmouth Water’s wider environmental programme, very significant work
is well underway making improvements to the adjacent Havant Thicket woodland, the
nearby Southleigh Forest (owned by Portsmouth Water) and South Holt Farm near
Finchdean, where a re-wilding project is already underway.

14



The land where the reservoir is being built " t‘_ i
was largely grassland including Deer B o IR . )
Slaughter Plain and Gypsies Plain. 12.5 | % o' _,:f ;-f - .
hectares of woodland have been removed, | el 3

including the magnificent ‘Avenue’. 200 : _-j LAy
hectares of woodland and woodland K f,,;{f, -
pasture are being created or restored. o
Felled oaks from the Avenue are in storage, |
for use in constructing the new visitors’
centre and for the restoration of HMS
Victory.

The streams entering from the north drain
into the new Wetland Area that will be e ? ’ fle
created on the northern shore. Here four Little Ringed Plover - Doug Yelland
compartments will be contained by embankments running east/west for nearly a mile.
Levels are set independent of the main reservoir body. The wetlands will be designed
as the key area for bird life at the reservoir including hides and a viewing area.

e ™

What birds will benefit from the reservoir? Waders, dabbling ducks and diving ducks
would be a start. During early construction last year, breeding Little Ringed Plovers
were present. | would expect to see Hobby hawking
dragonflies. White-tailed Eagles are spreading across
southern counties.

possible fish stocking. Of course fish are likely to find

| their own way into the reservoir, hopefully to provide
something for our regular local Spring and Autumn

Ospreys. We could see storm driven Leach’s Petrels,

along with Grey Phalaropes. There is no limit to the

- wish list. There is to be no kayaking, paddle boarding or

S ——= . "S=o." swimming for people.

Hobby - Doug Yellan

The woodland at Havant Thicket’s suitability for butterflies has been enhanced by the
environmental work mentioned earlier, including ‘halo-ing’ of chosen oaks. Purple
Emperors occur. Selective clearing will help Nightjars.

There is an important proposal, still subject to a planning
application, to add significantly to the delivery capability of the
reservoir by using purified recycled water from a new water
recycling plant which Southern Water plans to build near its
Budds Farm Water Treatment works in Havant. You can learn [
more at: www.southernwater.co.uk/water-recycling i

- R e

As far as the existing project is concerned, living three miles B”’P'GYE::‘P‘:“
away in Waterlooville, | cannot wait for it to unfold. | wish it had oug Yellan
happened a decade ago.

15



GOOD FOR THE SOUL

HOS member Howard Baldwin on how health issues have changed the way
he appreciates birds and nature

Having just reached my 10th year of HOS membership, |
thought it about time to pen a summary of my experiences
since joining, and a little bit about myself.

| first became aware of HOS at the New Forest Show. | liked
what | saw and signed up on the day. | then went on to help
out on the stand a couple of times.

| have always enjoyed the outdoors, and an early memory
was as a schoolboy, living in a residential area of Bitterne,
frequently hearing owls at night. How things have changed!

Years later | started doing a lot of long walks, woodland, coastal and suburban areas,
with a great friend who had a wide range of knowledge. He would point out and
identify many birds, wildflowers and butterflies to me.

This sparked a greater interest in nature and wildlife for me. Then | had the second of
my three cancer diagnosis events. Following surgery and radiotherapy, | had to slow
down a bit during recovery and it was at this time my enjoyment of the outdoors
changed from an interest into a real appreciation for wildlife.

Taking more time, and at a slower pace, | really took in the benefits of all that was on
offer. | was told about the Wildgrounds woodland reserve in Gosport, and came to
love the place. A small walk around the different habitats there helped me both
physically and mentally. It really was good for the soul as my friend always said.

This led to me becoming a volunteer
warden there. | also volunteer at a small
local cemetery, where | have installed a bat
box, numerous bird boxes, log piles and a
bug hotel. We had successful fledging of
Blue Tits in two of them in the first year.

My favourite bird is the Skylark, | just love to
hear them, and it always tells me summer’s
on its way. | soon became aware of birders
often saying, " you should have been here
yesterday ", but many a trip out proves how
important it is just to be there - and if | see
anything in particular, it's a bonus.

Skylark - Sheila Williams

16



Three years ago, at the age of 69 | became a grandparent,
and one of the first things | did when my grandson was
born, was to give him a beginners guide to birds and
nature. | have also planted a native oak tree for him.

| have since been blessed with a grandaughter, and have
done the same for her. | never thought about these things
for my own children at the time, but | have now addressed
this with my grandchildren.

Then in January | had a double cataract operation, which
was another reason to treasure any sensory contact with
nature we can get.

I k
Goldfinch - Andy Tew
Life can always throw a few challenges at us and any

opportunity we can take to really see, feel, hear and
touch nature, often in its most simple form, can be such
\, a big positive.
9

I have found just how much pleasure it gives me, and
 any opportunity to pay it back, is, in itself, so rewarding.
> Certainly, my volunteer roles have proved that.

r | So my message is simple, just enjoy!
e, -
Blue Tit - Brian Cartwright

—

/ Cameron Bespolka
TRUST

Connecting young people with natura

The Cameron Bespolia Trust was sed up in mamary of Cameron.
Hao lovod nature, Wo croate and sponses outdoor avents for young

people from every background to hetp them discover that same
passien for all thkngs wild and natural.

Cameson's Cottags in the New Forest has recently opaned. I is our
jint wersture with (he RSPE. peoviding a regidential base from which
Yaum{ paopls can explore and connect with nature.

Please gat in touch if you are an organisation that creales.
cpportunities for groups of young people; we may be abés 1o heip
with funding and provide acoiss Lo Cameron's Coltige

Visit ur wihisibe i see the rangs of activilies we engaos in and the
DYEarESAOng we cooperms with b delver our sims.

www.cameronbespolka.com  infofEcameronbespolka.com




GALLERY

In this issue we feature work from Tony Scrace from Andover showing nature in
tooth and claw, and Trevor Chapman who creates watercolours onto ink pen
line drawings.

We start with this picture in acrylic by Tony Scrace. It's a Sparrowhawk with a
Goldfinch and the artist says: “Should | have replaced the Goldfinch with a Pigeon to
make it more acceptable, or should | be presenting the harsh realities of wildlife?”

We will leave it to you, our readers, to decide, but if you want to let us have your
views on this please contact us at hoskingfisher@outlook.com




These paintings by Trevor Chapman are inspired by birds seen in Hampshire recently.
We are sure you'll agree that Trevor has captured the Glossy Ibis, Short-eared Owl,
Blue Tit and Siskin perfectly, in such vibrant colours.




RAFT MAKEOVER

The newly refurbished tern raft at Blashford—paid for by HOS - is a perfect example
of how we use your money to help birds across the county.

The latest HOS camera nestbox has been
installed at Shakespeare Junior School in
Eastleigh and headteacher Nikki Wilson
said: “The children are excited to see what
happens as we mentioned it in our Magic
Moments assembly. We have cleared the
area underneath it so the chlldren can stand
there and see any birds going in.”

This work has been made possible by a
donation from David and Sheila Yaldren as
a result of David's 80th birthday party where
he asked for donations to HOS. With their
agreement we are using this money to fund
nestcams for schools

John and Kay Shillitoe are co-ordinating this
work for HOS and are contacting schools in
their area to see if they are interested.

If you know a school that would like to be
considered, please let us know.

20



WALK THE WALK

If you want to come along on a HOS walk you generally don’t need to book. However,
there are some exceptions - please check on the HOS website.

To book you need to call or text walks co-ordinator Di Warner on 07883 344724 or
email warner838@btinternet.com. Please do not just turn up where booking is
required as you will be turned away.

We have only put the dates and times of the walks here. There is more detailed and

up to date information on the HOS website (hos.org.uk). Please check the website to
make sure there have been no changes since Kingfisher was published. Or to see if

any new walks have been added. If you can’t get to the website contact Di.

Walks are for HOS members, but non-members are welcome. For general queries
about HOS walks contact Di. Contact the walk leader for specific walk information.

Thursday 4 July [k, v
Blashford Lakes HIIWT Reserve (2 miles) ki
Leader: lan Packer 9.30am-approx 1pm

Saturday 6 July
Longparish (2 miles)
Leader: Geoff Sharp 9.30am-12.30pm

Sunday 14 July

Titchfield Haven canal path and Posbrook
(Approx 4 miles)

Leader: David Wallace 10am-2pm

Saturday 27 July
Burton Common (2 miles)
Leader: Bob Groves 8.15pm-9.15pm

Sunday 4 August

Appleslade, Near Linwood, New Forest
(3-4 miles)

Leader: Tina Vaughan 9.30 am-1.30pm

Saturday 10 August

Magdalen Hill Down Butterfly Reserve
(1.5 miles) A
Leaders: Dave and Anna Stewart 10am-1pm

Sunday 11 August 2024 Yo

Keyhaven (5 miles) =
Leader: lan Packer 9.30am-approx 3.30pm 2=

A
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Saturday 17 August
Odiham Common (2-3 miles)
Leader: Rob Brook 8am-10.30am

Sunday 1 September
St Catherine's Hill, Winchester (3-4 miles)
Leader: Tom Jordan 9am-12 noon

Saturday 7 September
Normandy Lagoon and Oxey Marshes (3 miles)
Leader: lan Packer 9.30am-approx 2.30pm

Sunday 8 September
Farlington Marshes (5 miles)
Leader: Kevin Stouse 9.30am-2.30pm

Saturday 5 October
Hayling Oyster beds (3 miles)
Leader: Julian Moseley 10.30am-2.30pm

Sunday 13 October
Warblington Shore to Hayling
Oyster beds (3 miles)

Leader: Kevin Stouse
9.30am-2pm

Saturday 12 October
Tweseldown

Leaders : John Clark and
Graham Stephenson.

The leaders would like to offer
a visible migration session at
Tweseldown from first light for
2-3 hours.

Please note meeting may be
cancelled at short notice due to
poor weather or other
unforeseen circumstances.

Please contact John (phone
01252 623397 or email
johnclark50@zoho.com two or
three days in advance to book
a place

Long-tailed Tit - Dave Levy
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OUT BIRDING!

Old Alresford - Saturday 30 March by Tom Jordan

It was a clear and sunny morning when 15
of us met for a walk around Old Alresford.
The walk took us through various habitats
but there was a particular focus on the
watercress beds and Alresford Pond.

One speciality of the cressbeds, the
Green Sandpiper, was found quite easily,
with possibly as many as eight seen
(although there may have been some
duplication as birds moved around the
area).

s

Tom Jordan

= ~ Unfortunately on this occasion we were
. unable to find the other watercress
- speciality, the Water Pipit, although
- f‘ Grey and Pied Wagtails were observed.

| At the pond we were treated to a great
— ;j display by about six Marsh Harriers and

= there was a typical range of wildfowl
- _ including a pair of Shelduck, 19 Teal
~ and 16 Tufted Duck. Buzzards and Red
~ Kites were in good number overhead

~ and we also saw a Kestrel and a couple
~ of Sparrowhawks.

Green Sandpiper - Tom Jordan

Smaller birds seen along
the lanes included singing
Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps,
some elusive Goldcrests
and Firecrests and a pair of
Bullfinches.

Around 43 species were
recorded in total.

Marsh Harrier - Chris Rose
23



DIDYOU KNOW?

FACTS ON
FEATHERS =5 = e
By Keith Betton '

Feathers are unique to birds
and are impressive not just in
the way they look but also for
their intricate structure. The
interlocking barbs on the
feathers create a smooth,
flexible, and resilient surface.

== ._

Obviously, feathers allow most ~ Black-tailed Godwit- Chris Rose
birds to fly, but they also help them keep warm, stay dry, show off or blend in.

Arranged in an overlapping pattern on a bird’s body to expose the waterproof tips,
feathers allow water to roll right off a bird’s back. Birds constantly maintain their
waterproof coat through extensive preening to ensure that every feather is in good
shape. For ducks and grebes that spend most of their time in the water, maintaining a
waterproof coat is critical for survival because feathers cannot repair themselves
when damaged. Because a healthy and functional coat is critical to survival, each
year birds shed their old feathers and then grow a whole new set.

During a moult, the new feathers simply push the old feathers out of the existing
Follicle (hole in the skin). This process is different in each species, and is a carefully
timed affair in which feathers are shed and regenerate in turn over a period of weeks
so the bird can maintain its protective outer layer and ability to fly. Feathers come in
an incredible diversity of forms, but are all composed of the protein beta-keratin.

The primary and secondary wing feathers permit birds to take to the skies. Unlike
other feathers, they are anchored to bone with strong ligaments so they can withstand
the demands of flight and be precisely positioned.

The primaries are the longest of the flight feathers and they occupy the outer half of
the wing, and can be controlled like fingers. They provide most of the bird’s forward
thrust, while secondaries are on the inner wing and cannot be controlled as exten-
sively. They provide most of the lift by overlapping to be efficient. Tail feathers are
essential for steering, but only the two most central feathers attach to the bone.
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Some feathers are so highly modified
for display that they almost don’t look
like feathers at all. Modified contour
feathers on the head are commonly
used in courtship displays. Not all
fancy feathers are used to attract a
partner; some are used in displays of
aggression. The drab contour feathers
covering the bodies of some birds,
especially many females, create an
impressive degree of camouflage.
Famous for hiding in plain sight, the
Nightjar has feathers that mimic the
colours of tree branches, while
Woodcocks merge brilliantly into
leaves on the ground.

o
Woodcock - Shane King

Feathers get their colours in several ways. One way is via three different pigments.
But some, like the iridescent throat feathers of a hummingbird, result from intricate
patterns in the keratin of the barbules that refract light. Blue shades are produced by
small air pockets in the keratin. The resulting patterns cancel out red and yellow
wavelengths, allowing blue wavelengths to dominate. Also a Peacock’s iridescent
colours don’t come from pigments but are produced by microstructures in the keratin
that affect the way we see light.

Research shows that female Swallows find males with the longest tail streamers the
most attractive. Preening keeps parasites in check, removes dirt, keeps feathers
supple and allows birds to properly arrange their plumage for the most effective
insulation, waterproofing and flight. Most birds have a preen gland near the base of
their tail and this exudes a protective oil used to coat feathers. Some species like
owls and pigeons don’t have this gland but rely instead on specialised feathers that
disintegrate into a powder that’s used to coat feathers in the same way. Birds bathe
themselves in water and dust and even use swarming ants to clean their feathers. It
is thought that all of these activities help to remove parasites from the flight feathers.

Four Feather Facts

Several species of sandgrouse from dry areas in the Middle East and Africa have
specially absorbent belly feathers which soak up water from pools which they
transport back to the nest for their chicks to drink.

The feather tufts on the head of the Long-eared Owl are often mistaken for ears.
These feathers are completely separate from the ear and do not help owls to hear,
but they do allow them to visually indicate their mood.

Feather down is so efficient, that we have yet to create anything better. Hence duck
and goose down is used to make warm coats.

Some birds, such as auks are left entirely flightless while moulting. During this time
they are restricted to swimming on the sea.
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WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED

Recent reports - January to April 2024 by Tom Jordan

Around 220 species were seen during the period. This summary focuses on larger
counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities reported throughout the period.
Most records are from Birdguides and Goingbirding websites: a much more complete
picture will eventually appear in the Hampshire Bird Report. Regular site summaries
appear monthly in Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS website. Sightings refer to
single birds unless otherwise stated. Inclusion in this list does not indicate that sight-
ings of rarities have been considered by the appropriate records committee.

il Whooper Swan: Sandy

2 Point, Hayling Island 2 20/3;

Keyhaven/Pennington

i 10/4 - 11/4

RED-BREASTED GOOSE:
i ' Lymington-Keyhaven

== 7/2 - 18)2

—_—— =

~== % Garganey: Keyhaven/

- BN . - 18/4; Hockley Viaduct 2
o — ] 30/3; Bickerley Common

- Chris R )
ney - #Ahris Rose 2-5 4/4 - 26/4; Posbrook

Garga
Floods 2 13/4 - 25/4

Green-winged Teal: Avon Tyrrell 6/1 - 7/1

Red-crested Pochard: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 11/1, 13/1, 17/1, 3/2, 25/4
Ferruginous Duck: Titchfield Canal Path 18/1 - 21/1, 27/1, 1/2 - 3/2, 24/2, 3/3, 11/3;
Oxey Marsh 19/1; Hook Links, Hook-with-Warsash 25/2 25/2

Ring-necked Duck: Linbrook East Lake, Blashford Lakes 1/1 - 2/1

Scaup: Keyhaven/Pennington

1/1 - 29/4

Velvet Scoter: Sandy Point, Hayling
Island 3/1, 30/1

Long-tailed Duck: Langstone
Harbour 1/1 - 8/3; Portsmouth
Harbour 1/1 - 14/3; Keyhaven 11/1,
13/1, 28/1

Alpine Swift: Mill Rythe, Hayling
Island 7/4

Turtle Dove: Bickerley Common 26/4
Red-necked Grebe: Keyhaven/
Pennington 16/3 - 21/3

Slavonian Grebe: Lymington-
Keyhaven max. 7 1/1 - 26/3; Sandy
Point, Hayling Island 2 3/1, 11/1, 2
15/2, 2 27/2, 3 2/3; Warsash-Chilling
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2 16/1 - 11/3; Inchmery 3 7/2; Lepe 2 10/2, 11/2,
10/3
Black-necked Grebe: Langstone Harbour max. 6
4/1 - 14/3; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 11/1 -
17/1; Hill Head 12/1 - 19/1; Sandy Point, Hayling
Island 12/1; Portchester Castle 16/1; Lepe 17/1;
Oxey Marsh 25/1, 27/1, 6/3; Weston Shore 29/1
Stone-curlew: Castle Shore Park, Fareham 10/4
Black-winged Stilt: Hook-with-Warsash 27/4
Ruff: Pennington Marsh max. 3 3/1 - 22/4; Avon
Tyrrell 4 3/3
Curlew Sandpiper: Normandy Lagoon 22/4 -
29/4
Jack Snipe: Keyhaven 14/1, 9/3, 10/3, 13/3;
Testwood Lakes 27/1; Eversley Common 29/1;
Fishlake Meadows 5/3
Wood Sandpiper: Testwood Lakes 22/4 - 25/4;
lley Lane 24/4
MARSH SANDPIPER: Normandy Marsh
19/4 - 25/4
Spotted Redshank: Lymington-Keyhaven max.
4 5/1 - 29/4; Fleet Pond 27/4
Kittiwake: Lee-on-the-Solent 2 2/1, 26/3, 29/3; Hill Head 19/2, 28/3, Milford on Sea
4 28/3;
Barton on Sea 29/3, 6/4; Oxey Creek 30/3; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 6/4;
Normandy Marsh 6/4
Little Gull: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 1/1, 3 2/1, 31/3; Lymington-Keyhaven 2 3/1,
20/1, 20/3, 1-5 30/3 - 27/4; Portsmouth Harbour 4/1; Testwood Lakes 8/3, 9/3;
Hayling Bay 29/3; Farlington Marshes 2
29/3; Titchfield Haven 1-2 29/3 - 30/4;
Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 31/3, 13/4;
Budds Farm Sewage Farm 2/4, 3/4;
Harbridge 5/4; Lepe 5/4; Titchfield Canal
Path 1-2 5/4 - 16/4;
Caspian Gull: Ibsley Water, Blashford
Lakes 14/1; Hayling Oysterbeds 1/2;
| Farlington Marshes 9/3 - 10/3
Yellow-legged Gull: Ibsley Water,

| Blashford Lakes 4 11/1, 3 3/2, 10/2;
Fareham Creek 13/1; Old Portsmouth 2
15/1; Newlands Farm (Stubbington) 16/1;
Hill Head 19/1, 4/2; Lower Test Marshes
20/1, 6/4; Emsworth 31/1; Hook-with-

I Warsash 16/2 - 6/3; Pennington Marsh
Marsh Sandpiper - Rob Porter 9/3; Sarisbury Green 28/4
Arctic Tern: Fleet Pond 23/4; Hill Head 24/4; Weston Sailing Club 28/4; Ibsley Water,
Blashford Lakes 28/4
Common Tern: [Winter record] Pennington Marsh 28/1
Great Skua: Barton on Sea 6/4, 7/4; Stokes Bay 7/4

Black-winged Stilt - Steve Payce
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Pomarine Skua: Hill Head 2/1; Milford-on-Sea 30/4; Sandy Point, Hayling

Island 30/4

Arctic Skua: Lee-on-the-Solent 26/3; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 26/3, 8/4, 30/4;

Milford-on-Sea 8/4, 3 30/4; Hill Head 15/4; Gilkicker Point 27/4

Guillemot: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 1/1, 30/3; Lee-on-the-Solent 3 2/1, 29/3;

Hook-with-Warsash 30/1, 27/2, 28/2; Weston Shore 27/2, 2/3, 5/3; Langstone

Harbour 14/3, 31/3; Hill Head 29/3, 1/4; Barton on Sea 6/4

Razorbill: Barton on Sea 2/1, 2 13/1; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 3 11/1, 27/1;

Brownwich 13/1; Taddiford 13/1; Southsea Castle 25/1; Lee-on-the-Solent 27/1;

Haslar Hospital (Gosport) 4 27/1; Hook-with-Warsash 29/1, 30/1; Lepe 3 7/2; Hamble

Point 14/4

Puffin: Lepe 9/2 (deceased)

Red-throated Diver: Barton on Sea 15 8/1, 9/1; Langstone Harbour 9/1; Brownwich
- - : 2 13/1; Hordle Cliff 14 13/1; Taddiford 8

- 14/1; Pennington Marsh 19/1 13/2; Lee-on

. -the-Solent 2 27/1; Sandy P0|nt Hayling

Island 3 27/1, 2 13/2, 1712, 20/3, 6/4;

Calshot Spit 2/2; Lepe 10/2, 3/3; Hill Head

o 30/4

"'—'7‘ Black-throated Diver: Barton on Sea 9/1;

— Weston Shore 1-2 12/1 - 28/4; Hill Head

12/1 - 13/1; Sandy Point, Hayling Island

1 1-212/1 - 20/2, 30/3; Hamble Point 13/1;

| The Kench, Hayling Island 13/1;

Brownwich 13/1; Redbridge Wharf/Eling
— 1-2 17/1 - 21/3; Chichester Harbour 19/1;

¥ ar . Oxey Marsh 19/1; Hythe Marina 20/1, 24/2;
Red-throated Diver - Bob Marchant Hook-with-Warsash 4/3 - 11/3; Hill Head

30/4; Milford-on-Sea 30/4

Great Northern Diver: Redbridge Wharf/Eling 1/1- 15/2; Hook-with-Warsash 1/1 -
9/4; Hill Head-Chilling 1-2 1/1 - 24/1, 26/2, 10/4; Langstone Harbour 1-3 1/1 - 13/1,
24/1,2 17/2, 2 24/2, 13/3, 6/4; Weston Shore max. 9 1/1 - 30/4; Lepe 1/1-10/2, 3
15/2, 24/2, 3/3 - 6/3, 16/3 22/4; Inchmery 1/1, 27/1; Sandy Point, Hayling Island max.
5 3/1 - 15/4; Lee-on-the-Solent 4/1, 3 10/1, 2 13/1; Southsea Castle 7/1; Netley 4
7/1,16/2, 23/2; Tanners Lane 13/1; Hamble Point 14/1, 2/3, 22/4; Pennington Marsh
14/1; Hythe 22/1, 16/2, 24/2; Calshot Spit 16/2, 2 20/3, 22/3; Beaulieu Estuary 10/3
Leach’s Petrel: Pennington Marsh 3/1

Fulmar: Hill Head 2/1; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 8/3, 7 15/4; Barton on Sea 7/4
Gannet: Hordle Cliff 101 1/1; Lee-on-the-Solent 2/1; Lepe 7/2; Sandy Point, Hayling
Island 4 1/4, 13/4, 2 15/4, 18/4, 29/4

Glossy Ibis: Titchfield Canal Path 3 5/1 - 17/3; Bickerley Common 21/1 - 28/1;
Titchfield Haven 3 2/3

Spoonbill: Lymington-Keyhaven max. 14 4/1 - 30/4; Lepe 3 7/1, 18/1, 2 20/1; Hill
Head 2 19/1; Mercury Marshes Local Nature Reserve 20/1; Titchfield Haven 21/1,
22/1, 1-4 30/1 - 18/2, 25/2, 1/3 - 3/3; Calshot Spit 22/1; Tanners Lane 4/2; Titchfield
Canal Path 4/2; Inchmery 5 7/2, 5 11/2; Farlington Marshes 2 15/2, 16/2, 2 18/4;
Beaulieu Estuary 3 17/2; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 26/3

Bittern: Titchfield Haven 20/1, 22/1, 26/1, 10/2, 3/3, 18/4; Fishlake Meadows 1-2
27/1 - 13/2, 24/4 - 29/4; Ivy Lake, Blashford Lakes 17/2 - 19/2, 2 2/3; Farlington
Marshes 18/2, 21/2 30



Cattle Egret: Bickerley Common 2 1/1, 22/1; Warblington max. 21 9/1 - 15/3; Fishlake
Meadows 14/1; Barton on Sea 19/1; Hockley Farm, North Warnborough 2/2; East
End, Sowley 2 5/2; Testwood Lakes 7/2; Pennington Marsh 4 10/2, 7/4; Heath Pond
(Petersfield) 11/2, 12/2; Titchfield Canal Path 14/3; Ringwood 2 19/4; Arlebury Lake
20/4; Creech Wood, Denmead 9 26/4

Purple Heron: Winchester Sewage Farm 2 13/4; Testwood Lakes 26/4; Lower Test
Marshes 26/4

Great White Egret: Avon Causeway 1/1; Nursling 2 1/1, 3/2, 14/1; Fishlake Meadows
1-3 1/1 - 13/4; Skidmore/Moorcourt 1-4 1/1 - 18/4; Blashford Lakes 1-4 1/1 - 3/3;
Lower Test Marshes 3/1, 4/1, 8/1, 20/4; Hunton 10/1; Mottisfont 10/1, 18/3, 17/4;
Testwood Lakes 1-2 14/1 - 18/2, 9/3, 12/4; Keyhaven/Pennington 14/1, 17/3, 24/3,
30/3, 14/4, 18/4, 29/4; Ringwood 18/1, 28/1; Eversley Gravel Pit 18/1; Overton 21/1;
Bickerley Common 26/1, 8/4, 2 14/4, 18/4, 26/4; Wattons Ford 30/1; Tichborne 1/2;
Avon Tyrrell 3/2; Bickton 4/2; Timsbury 15/2, 2 14/3, 2 19/4; New Queen PH Avon;
17/2 ltchen Stoke WCB 17/2; Houghton 25/2;

Fareham 29/2; Cheriton
Mill 7/3; Pittleworth 2
9/3; Bishops Sutton
Road 10/3; Alresford
Pond 20/3; Bransbury
Common 27/3, 1-3 9/4 -
30/4; Burgate Manor
Farm 20/4; Beaulieu Mill §
Pond 21/4; Titchfield
Canal Path 23/4; Street
End Copse 4 24/4
Osprey: Langstone
Harbour 10/3, 1/4 -
12/4, 21/4, 28/4;
Browndown South 21/3; J
Fishlake Meadows 30/3,
1/4; Inchmery 31/3; = - L . ¢

Nursling Mill 2/4; Cattle Egret - lan Mears
Southampton Western

Docks 4/4; Hythe 4/4; Bedhampton 5/4, 12/4, 28/4; Lower Test Marshes 8/4, 20/4;
Bransbury Common 2 9/4, 11/4; Shawford Down 12/4; Hythe 13/4; Hook-with-
Warsash 13/4; Hamble Cliff 21/4; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 23/4, 28/4;
Broadlands Lake 24/4; Tadley Cemetery 25/4

Honey Buzzard: Lepe 19/4; Pennington 20/4; Acres Down, NF 26/4

Hen Harrier: [Records excluding roost sites] Toyd Down 10/2; Crows Nest Bottom,

NF 16/2; Woolmer Forest 17/2, 3/3, 16/3; Chibden Bottom 3/3; lley Lane 8/3;
Whitsbury Down 16/3; Alresford 5/4

Montagu’s Harrier: Pig Bush 23/4

Short-eared Owl: Farlington Marshes 3/1; Martin Down 3 6/1, 10/2, 16/2 - 18/2, 30/3;
Milford-on-Sea 12/2; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 15/2, 13/4; Watership Down 20/2;
Keyhaven Marsh 27/2, 10/3; Overton 2 16/3; Newtown 12/4; Eversley Common 14/4;
Taddiford 14/4; Hill Head 28/4

Hoopoe: Hedge End 10/3; Lakeside Country Park 9/4

Merlin: Fishers Hill 1/1; Milkham Inclosure 6/1; Bratley Wood, NF 6/1; Fawley Power
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Station 6/1; Ocknell Plain 11/1; Red Hill Bog, NF 13/1;

Rockford Common, NF 13/1; Black Gutter Bottom 13/1; Soarley Beeches, NF 20/1;
Titchfield Canal Path 28/1; Pennington Marsh 28/1, 19/2; Ladle Hill 28/1; Broomy
Plain, NF 1/2; Moorcourt Farm 4/2; Fishlake Meadows 6/2; Inchmery 7/2; Hincheslea
Bog, NF 16/2; Pipers Wait, NF 16/2; Mark Ash Wood, NF 18/2; Farlington Marshes
18/2; Chilbolton 20/2; Milford-on-Sea 23/2; Longwater Lawn (Lyndhurst) 3/3; lley
Lane 8/3; Barton on Sea 20/3, 21/3; Deadman Hill, NF 4/4

Great Grey Shrike: Bransbury Common 9/4 - 12/4; Tidpit Down 12/4

Waxwing: Botley 12 4/1 - 5/1, 20 28/2;
Aldershot 30 10/1; Elvetham Heath, Fleet max.
23 12/1 - 14/1; Clanfield 2 14/1;

Basingstoke 20 14/1; Braishfield 2 15/1 - 27/2;
Bishops Waltham 16/1 - 18/1; Greatham 17
21/1; Stratfield Saye 13/2; Boorley Green 50
26/2, 2 2/3; Shawford Down 13 4/4

Sand Martin: [Feb record] Fordingbridge 15/2
Swallow: [Feb records] Fishtail Lagoon,
Keyhaven Marsh 3 14/2; Paulsgrove,
Portsmouth 23/2

House Martin: [Early records] Titchfield Haven
26/2; Downton 2 23/3

Siberian Chiffchaff: Shepherd Meadow NR
16/1, 20/1; Titchfield Canal Path

17/1 - 16/2

Ring Ouzel: Bickerley Common 5/4; Posbrook
5/4; Portsdown Hill 6/4; Ashley Walk 2 7/4;
Eversley

Common 13/4; Pigeon House Farm (Widley)14/4
Pied Flycatcher: Pigs Bush 21/4; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 19/4

Black Redstart: Woolston, Southampton 4/1, 6/1; Southsea Castle 4/1 - 15/1;
Daedalus Airfield 1-2 5/1 - 21/3; Romsey 6/1, 29/1; South Hayling 6/1, 31/1, 4/3;
Southampton General Hospital 7/1; Eastleigh 13/1 - 19/1; Calshot Spit 16/2 - 22/3
Whinchat: Lepe 14/4; Edenbrook CP, Fleet 19/4; Hook-with-Warsash 2 27/4; Barton
on Sea 27/4; Woolston, Southampton 27/4; Fishlake Meadows 27/4; Taddiford 6
27/4; lley Lane 29/4

Water Pipit: Titchfield Canal Path max. 7 5/1 - 13/3; Alresford Watercress Beds
max. 3 16/1 - 25/3; Fawley Refinery 24/1, 11/3; Lower Test Marshes max. 2 27/1 -
11/2; Lepe 2/3; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 11/3; Keyhaven 30/3, 1/4; Farlington
Marshes 6/4

Common Redpoll: Stansted Forest 16/1; Woolmer Forest 2/3, 1/4; Chandlers Ford
19/3 - 12/4; Liphook 22/3; Pignal Inclosure, NF 2 24/3

Waxwings - Martin Holmes

Please send records to the County Recorder so they can be included in the HOS
database and the Hampshire Bird Report. Send records to:

Martin Pitt, 35 Clere Gardens, Chineham, Basingstoke, Hants RG24 8LZ,
mjpitt35clere@hotmail.com

Records can be submitted as an email attachment using the Recording Form on the
home page of the HOS website at hos.org.uk/
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FOCUS ON ACRES DOWN

In this issue we focus on Acres Down in the New Forest a really good spot for
raptor watching.

To the north-west of Lyndhurst lies Acres
Down, a ridge of open heathland overlooking
the vast area of woodland and forest which
extends south-west across the New Forest
towards Burley.

Stefan Czapski
Species

This is perhaps the best vantage point in the
New Forest for viewing raptors. For many
years it has been a well known site for
watching Honey Buzzards, but patience is
required to view this elusive species. More
recently it has become an excellent site for Goshawks which have been much in
evidence displaying over the woodlands and forests throughout the early spring.

You can also expect to see commoner
raptors such as Sparrowhawk, Common
Buzzard, Kestrel and Hobby. Uncommon
and rare migrant raptors have not gone
unnoticed with sightings of Black Kite,
Marsh Harrier, Osprey and Red-footed
Falcon.

A variety of birds typical of the open
heath and woodland borders including
Raven, Woodlark, Tree Pipit, Common
Redstart, European Stonechat and
Dartford Warbler can be found on Acres
Down, while the nearby woodlands and
forests support a similar range of
species as Bolderwood Grounds
including Siskin and Common Crossbill.

Goshawk - Steve Payce
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It is also a popular place to see Lesser
Spotted Woodpeckers drumming as next
to the main footpath 400 yards south of
the car park there is a particular dead tree
that has a very obvious top that is highly
visible and makes a very good drumming
spot.

In February/March you stand an

excellent chance of getting a drumming
session at some point from a Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker between 730am and
11am, although it may keep you waiting.
Most people succeed if they are patient.

' Lesser-spotted Woodpecker - Andy Tew

Timing

Raptors are most active on fine sunny days between mid-morning and early
afternoon. Honey Buzzards are best looked for shortly after their arrival (mid-May to
early June) and after the breeding season in late July/August. Goshawks seem to be
on view throughout the spring but are most evident from February to end of March.
During the spring and summer the small car park at Acres Down can become full by
mid-morning, so an early arrival is advisable.

Access

Acres Down is reached from the minor road between the A35 just west of Lyndhurst at
Swan Green (opposite The Swan Inn and next to the cricket pitch) and the westbound
carriageway of the A31 at Stoney Cross Plain. From a point either 1.5 miles north-
west of the New Forest Inn in Emery Down or 1.3 miles south-east from the A31 at
Stoney Cross Plain, take the ‘no through’ road signposted to Acres Down, which is
opposite the turning to Newtown and Minstead. Follow the road south-west for 0.3
miles to just beyond Acres Down Farm camping site where the road ends and splits
into 4 tracks. Take the second track
from the right, which is marked with a
green sign, south-west for 0.1 miles to
Acres Down car park (free) on the left.

From the car park walk south up the
steep slope to the top of the ridge,
keep to the left and take the path
through the trees to join the main
footpath. Turn right and follow the
main footpath south along the ridge.
Along the entire length of Acres Down
there are several points which provide
4 excellent views across the woodland
and forest to the west and south.

; 'Y .'-‘_.
Peter Facey
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Facilities: car park (free).
Calendar

All year

Goshawk, Sparrowhawk, Common
Buzzard, Kestrel, Lesser-spotted
Woodpecker, Woodlark, European
Stonechat, Dartford Warbler, Raven, Siskin,
Common Crossbill, Hawfinch.

April - August
Honey Buzzard, Hobby, Tree Pipit,
Common Redstart.

Dartford Warbler - Sheila Williams

The information in this article is taken from Where to Watch Birds in Dorset,
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight by Keith Betton. This is a must read for any
Hampshire Birder, so check out your local bookshop or order it online.

WELL DONE FELIX!

member Felix
Hoskins,13, is
this year’s runner
up in the Hen
Harrier Action
Day Young Wild
photographer
competition. His
entry - Who are
you staring at? -
is a Stonechat at
Keyhaven as the
sun was setting.
It's a fabulous
picture and a
worthy runner-

up.

Well done Felix!
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Our focus on local photographers — Brian Cartwright

| have had a love of photography
\ since | purchased my first, basic,
‘o4 camerain 1959/60.

4

i The first bird photograph was that of a
Merlin which was lost in the Atlantic
Ocean and found a safe haven aboard
HMS Vidal, a survey vessel on which |
was serving in1966.

In an ideal story that would be the
start of a 60 year period of bird
photography, but that wasn’t the case!

My interest in photography and birds only
resurfaced when we moved to our present
house

in Andover. It is separated from Anton Lake by a
lightly wooded field and over the past 10 years |
have recorded 87 different species of birds
living at, or visiting, the lake.

| encourage birds into my small garden with a
feeding station, bird bath and small water
feature.

Over 20 types of bird have visited, mainly the
smaller common species. The most frequent is
the Goldfinch with up to 18 at any one time.

The downside is the visits from the
Sparrowhawk, both male and female,
who see my garden as an open air café!
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To me one of the more
interesting birds to visit the
lake is the Cormorant, and we
can have up to 14 at any one
time.

They do however disappoint
me with their poor fishing skills,
oris it the lack of fish?

Some viewings have seen 12
dives without a meal! Other
days a large Pike is the bird’s
reward.

In the centre of Andover stands the
church of Saint Mary’s. In the steeple a
breeding box, complete with video, has
been fitted for the Peregrine Falcon.

For the past few years there has been a
successful breeding pair providing some
lovely opportunities to photograph those
super birds of prey.
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For many years | was a volunteer at the Hawk
Conservancy, just outside Andover on the A303.
The birds they have there range from Burrowing
Owls through to a selection of Eagles.

They have daily shows of birds in flight, which | find b
are superb photographic opportunities! | cannot
guarantee that you will find a celebrity to hold an
owl for you though!

In 2012 my wife and | took a birding trip to Skomer Island, especially to see Puffin. On
the first of our two visits it rained! This was somewhat of a godsend. The Puffins did
not go to sea, instead they gathered nesting material.

My wife held a large umbrella over me to keep my camera dry! Next day the sun was
out, so were the Puffins - out at sea fishing.




The Birds of Needs Ore

Chris Button

The Birds of Needs Ore will be published in 2024 and will include a systematic review
of all of the 277 species that have been recorded here including records from 1945

to 2023. It will provide a baseline for the current populations, a detailed breeding
analysis for the many key species and an analysis of the long term declining numbers
of the wildfowl and waders that use the reserve.
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The book will include an annual
summary of the birds you can expect
to see throughout each of the four
seasons and a calendar of the rarities
that have been recorded over the
years. It will also include a ‘tour of
the reserve’, a summary of the history
and habitats on the site and some
notes on how the reserve is managed.
It will be designed and produced by
Dan Powell. All of the many photos
are taken on the reserve with some of
the species having watercolour field
sketches by the author.
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It is a print to order project. Let me know
if you're interested in reserving a copy. I
will then decide the print run size and the
price which I will cap at a maximum of
£25. Conact me at chris@needsore.com



SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

The latest in our regular series of articles aimed at helping you identify those
species that can be difficult to distinguish. In this issue Martin Pitt, Hampshire
County Bird Recorder, takes a closer look at Reed, Sedge and Cetti’s
Warblers.

The three species of warbler, namely Reed, Sedge and Cetti’'s all have similar
plumage and similar habitat requirements and if not singing are confusing to
distinguish. All three are skulking in nature and difficult to see clearly, often a fleeting
glimpse or a ‘jigsaw’ view of bits of the bird is all that can be had.

Sedge and Reed Warbler are both widespread in the county and are summer
migrants arriving in late March to early April and announcing their arrival by strident
singing on their breeding grounds. Both will often sing out of view but will sometimes
perch in the open and even sing from a short song-flight.

After establishing a territory, they become much more difficult to see, and the only
evidence is usually birds dashing from deep cover to another bit of deep cover and a
rasping ‘chink’ alarm note.

They stay until October, although later records have been received for both species,
however the peak of return migration, as shown by ringing totals, is in August through
to early September.

The habitats are subtly different. Reed Warblers, as their name suggests, certainly
prefer areas of common reed phragmites and therefore are plentiful at the waters’
edge. They can sometimes be found in rank vegetation. The Sedge Warbler’s
preference is the reverse where they prefer rank vegetation but can also be found
in phragmites.

Certainly, in Hampshire, Reed Warblers are the more plentiful with around 450
singing males dominating the areas of Reed Bed at Keyhaven, Lower Test Marshes
and Farlington and then along the main river systems. Sedge Warbler has fewer
pairs, normally around 300 singing males and can also be found in old water
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meadows along the river systems and on the edges of reedbeds.

In the UK, both species are showing differing fortunes with Reed Warbler expanding
both the range and recently doubling its population to ¢130k pairs, no doubt in part to
conservation effort to expand reedbeds and wetland habitat. At the same time the
Sedge Warbler has experienced a 42% decline, although with c240k pairs it is still the
more numerous.

The Cetti’'s Warbler is not closely related to the other two warbler species, and unlike
these it does not migrate, being resident all year around. If anything, it is even more
skulking than the migrant warblers, however its voice is explosive and distinctive. The
history of Cetti’'s Warbler as a Hampshire bird is short, the first for the UK being found
(and originally misidentified) at Titchfield Haven on 4 March 1961. The next was
found 11 years later and it was only in 1978 that the first held a breeding territory. In
the early days, the population was often reduced by cold winters but the first survey in
1990 found over 125 pairs.

Today, its range covers nearly all river systems and it is particularly fond of wet
woodland and tangles on the edge of rivers and streams. With nearly 3,500 pairs it is
now firmly established as part of the UK’s avifauna. There are other reed warblers on
the Hampshire list that could be considered including Marsh and Great Reed
Warblers but separation is even more complex and they remain ‘red-letter’ day
species.

Plumage characteristics

All three species can be described as small, brown and difficult to see. However,
there are features that make each of them distinctive when seen well and key
features that are not common to each other. The strong and long supercilium
immediately means Sedge or Cetti’s; the rich rufous tones can only be Cetti’s, the
streaked (albeit often faint) can only be Sedge; long undertail coverts are limited to
Reed and Sedge. All of this is subtle, but observable.

Fortunately, their songs are loud, distinctive and with a little practice they can be
readily identified. Cetti’s explosive simple set of notes, with lots of transcriptions -
some of them less than polite - that can help remember it. The singing occurs almost
all through the year, except during the moult.

Reed Warbler is a rhymical argumentative song, often with repeated phrases and
occasionally incorporating mimicry. It most often sings at dawn and dusk but can
continue through much of the day and it will normally sing for a prolonged period.
Sedge Warbler is superficially similar but includes more trills and whistles than the
Reed Warbler, and has much more of jazz improvision feel than the more rhythmic
song of the Reed Warbler.

References

BTO Bird facts: Reed Warbler bto.org/understanding-birds/birdfacts/reed-warbler
BTO Bird facts: Sedge Warbler bto.org/understanding-birds/birdfacts/sedge-warbler
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BTO Bird facts: Cetti’s Warbler bto.org/understanding-birds/birdfacts/cettis-
warblerBTO Reed Warbler vs Sedge Warbler bto.org/develop-your-skills/bird-
identification/videos/reed-warbler-sedge-warbler Visualisation of Reed Warbler mi-
gration https://science.ebird.org/en/status-and-trends/species/eurwar1/abundance-
map-weekly?week=

Visualisation of Sedge Warbler migration https://science.ebird.org/en/status-and-
trends/species/sedwar1/abundance-map-weekly?week=1
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Reed Warbler

Long, slim warbler with strong beak
Predominantly mid brown tones; dark above,
pale below

Clean appearance — no streaks above or below
White throat can be obvious

Strong eye-ring and short weak supercilium in front
of the eye.

Relatively short primaries

Long undertail coverts

Pale legs and beak

Often sings from reed tops

Andy Tew

Sedge Warbler

Structurally similar to Reed Warbler, slightly longer
winged

Stronger and long supercilium

Dark and streaked cap

‘Whiter’ on the underside

Diffuse back streaking

Richer coloured and unstreaked on the rump
Dark legs, but note young birds often pale
Long undertail coverts

Often song flights

&
Martin Pitt
Cetti’s Warbler

Rotund bird, with overall rusty hue

Rich back and rump

Tail rounded and rusty

Very short wings with negligible primary
projection

& Strong supercilium continuing well beyond

& the eye

Rusty crown

k| Calls normally from deep in cover
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Eagle Warrior by Gill Lewis.
Published by Barrington Stoke, July 2019.
Paperback. 104 pages.

Reviewed by Benjamin Tucker

Hello bird lovers. My name is Ben. This year | dressed up
as a golden eagle for World Book Day. My favourite book
is called Eagle Warrior, written by Gill Lewis.

The book is about a girl called Bobbie who lives on her
farm in Scotland with her Granny and her parents. Bobbie
and Granny feel excited that a Golden Eagle has come to
live near their farm.

Bobbie is a bit nervous as she has lambs on her farm and the golden eagle might
hunt them. Bobbie climbs up to the highest point she can find and watches the eagle.
The golden eagle gracefully soars and glides across the sky seeking its prey.

Granny has a dog called Haggis. He is a wee beast full of doggie life. Bobbie takes
Haggis out for a walk in the hills as she is looking for the eagle. Haggis eats a very
dead smelly rabbit which has been poisoned and Haggis gets poisoned and dies.

The rest of the book is about how the eagle lives and how Bobbie tries to protect it. |
am not going to tell you the rest of the story, you need to read it!

Eagle Warrior has yellow pages and a very clear font for dyslexic readers. | would
recommend this book to everyone who likes birds and especially Eagles




DESERT ISLAND BOOKS

Our castaway this issue is Helen Wood, a keen birder and active
member of the HOS Ladybirder group.

When | was asked to contribute to this article as relatively new
HOS member, my initial reaction was that “I don’t really read bird
books” ... then I looked at my bookshelf and quickly realised that
not only was that untrue, but birds, wildlife and nature form a large
part of my reading collection.

4
A EPRR I 5

As a nature lover all of my nearly 50 years, my love of and knowledge about birds has
grown steadily over the last decade. Now it's become part of the essential fabric of
daily life and deeply associated with my sense of peace and happiness. Based in
Basingstoke, I'm a little land-locked but we are fortunate to have a diverse range of
habitat locally including river valleys, farmland, woods and heath. The rivers Loddon
and Lyde are practically on my doorstep and form the mainstay of my regular birding
along with Pamber Forest and Heath and the other Thames Basin Heaths.

A Field Guide to the birds of the British Isles — Elizabeth
Balmer (Published 2007 by Parragon)

informative guide as my interest developed. It's handily placed with
my monocular near the patio doors allowing a quick grab and go

" and houses my garden bird list. A good field guide is a

"'l | personal choice — for me, | like a logical order (grouped by family
=== | rather than alphabetical in this case), clearly indexed with clear and
appealing photographs and an ID summary. It also happened to be
I a first gift from my now wife, who obviously realised quite quickly
5| that demonstrating an interest in birds was a critical ingredient for
any future relationship!

ks This is a logical place to start as it provided a consistently

Monty The Book — Dyfi Osprey Project (Published by
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust)

Before we were fortunate to have Ospreys as more regular
visitors to Hampshire and breeding in our neighbouring
county of Dorset (thanks to the incredible work of Birds of
Poole Harbour and Roy Dennis), casting the net a little
further to follow the adventures of an Osprey dynasty was a
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necessity. The Dyfi Osprey project remains close to my heart and the book is a tribute
to the project’s breeding male from 2011 - 2019, a fabulous provider and responsible
for raising future generations of Ospreys, helping to secure their growing success
across the UK.

ST ... Birds — Explore Their Extraordinary World — Miranda
: == Krestovnikoff, illustrated by Angela Harding. (Published
Wl 2020 by Bloomsbury Children’s Books)

: This book was a gift from my sister and is beautifully
illustrated. It is aimed at children and | must admit, | do not

| read it for its facts (sorry Miranda!) but purely to enjoy the
stunning images which are just as appealing to adults. HOS’s
| impressive cohort of young members demonstrates the appe-
| tite that the next generations have for the natural world and
4= it's so important to engage and harness this passion as they

& will influence our collective future actions and the resulting
impact on wildlife.

12 Birds to Save Your Life — nature’s lessons in happiness -

Charlie Corbett (Published 2022 by Penguin) 12 BIRDS-TO

SAVE YOUR LIFE
| understand that it's not often that fiction gets a showcase here,
so | wanted to include this as it's a book that is strongly associated
with wellbeing and serves as a reminder of the importance of
“tuning in”. It charts how a love of birds supported the author
through personal grief and has a narrative that describes birds ¢ B
with emotion and joy from the exaltation of hearing the first Skylark |

to the reliable company of a tuneful Robin. When | read it, | felt
that someone else understood “those moments” that are hard to
convey in words to people who don’t share the birding bug.

Catching the Bug — A sound approach to the
birds of Poole Harbour — Mark Constantine, Nick
Hopper and The Sound Approach.

I’'m going to be honest — this impressive brute of a
book is still safely encased in its wrapper and is as
yet, unread. We were fortunate enough to win a copy
on a Poole Harbour Boat trip last year and | haven'’t
Caiching the Bug had the time it deserves to be relished. It's a
compendium of sounds and annotated sonograms
about the birds that pass through Poole Harbour.

It has the “child at Christmas” feel about it and | need the world to stop a little to find
the time to do it justice. It is perfect for a desert island list as would allow the
unbroken time it deserves to fully indulge — and at the size it is, | could probably make
a shelter out of it!
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The Norfolk Plover: A study of the
Stone-curlew by Chris Knights. Privately published. 2023 Hbk,
215 pp. Nearly 400 colour photographs.

ISBN: 978-1-3999-5569-0 £29.95

By Keith Betton
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Stone-curlews are brilliant at the art of hiding and so relatively T i e
few of us see them regularly. We are lucky to have them in -t
Hampshire, but even as a volunteer on the RSPB’s Stone-curlew
monitoring team | rarely get closer than 100 metres from their nests. Their lives are
mostly about camouflage, whether it is their eggs, their chicks — or themselves. So to
be faced with a book full of close-up images is very special.

| take issue with him calling it the Norfolk Plover! But no British photographer has
spent more time studying the species than Chris Knights. He has lived in the
Breckland area of Norfolk for most of his life and took his first photograph of a
Stone-curlew over 60 years ago. As a farmer Knights educated his workers to look out
for nests so that they were protected against nearby farming operations. He even paid
them for every nest they could find. Alongside his efforts, conservation organisations
worked with other farmers in the area to create suitable nesting plots. Over the last 40
years the numbers in East Anglia and Wessex have increased, even though in that
time their breeding range has contracted.

Chris introduces us to the Breckland habitat and the birds to be found there
throughout the year. Then he looks at the seasons, covering the birds’ arrival in early
spring, through two nesting cycles, autumn flocking and then departure. In particular
there are photo sequences for individual pairs showing aspects of display, nesting and
defence. Stone-curlews normally lay two eggs per clutch, but Knights includes
photographs of two clutches of three eggs, and one of four. In each case it is thought
that two females used the same nest, although full outcome details are not given.

Wintering became a regular occurrence in Norfolk for up to 12 birds in most years
from 2000 until 2018. That last year saw two weeks of exceptionally cold weather at
the end of February, and it is likely that all of those wintering Stone-curlews perished.
There have been no further winter sightings but if milder autumn temperatures
become the norm, perhaps the wintering trend will recommence.

The book closes with a chapter on interactions with people. The future for Stone-
curlews depends very much on farmers. In Norfolk the fields of sugar beet have
proved to be an ideal habitat for them, and the existence of nearby pig farms often
provides ideal foraging. If they are on land where a farmer wants them to win, then
their chances of success are so much higher. This book can only help to make
farmers feel proud to have these birds nesting alongside them.
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PHOTO FINISH

Posing! Whitethroat - Rob Porter

Feathering my nest!
Chiffchaff - Andy Tew




PHOTO FINISH

Queuing! Sand Martins - Chris Rose

Close Up!
Mute Swan - Brian Cartwright




PHOTO FINISH

Having a hover
Little Tern - Chris Rose

S She said what?
b1 Great Crested Grebe
sl Daniel Brown
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Sheila Williams

Sparrowhawk -

Having a bath!

PHOTO FINISH

L

Now you see me!
Bittern - Sally Qajar



PHOTO FINISH

Backward glance!
Black-tailed Godwit
Rob Porter

Legging it!
Redshank - Peter Hyde









