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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the Spring issue of Kingfisher. | hope
2025 finds you well in spite of the weather we've
been ‘enjoying’ as | write this in January.

We are looking
forward to another
Members’ Day on
29 March and in
this issue you will
find information
about the day and
the speakers on
page 5. I'm looking
forward to it and
am hoping to see
lots of you there.
Who knows, we
might even break
the attendance record again!

Goldcrest - Brian Cartwright

Before | give you a little preview of what else is in
this issue, | wanted to take a moment to say thank
you to all HOS members who have opted to receive
Kingdfisher as a digital publication. You have helped
us save money on postage and printing, money that
will be used on conservation projects to help birds
and wildlife here in Hampshire. And it's been lovely
to see so many positive comments about the new
format

Now, back to this issue. | had a very damp but
pleasant stroll around Fishlake Meadows nature
reserve in January with Debbie Tann, Chief
Executive of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust. We talked about her career and she
has updated us on the work of the Trust and the
challenges facing the organisation in the future. See
what she had to say on page 9.

HOS Young Members have been out and about
doing amazing things — see what they have been
up to on page 15.

A little bit of bread and no cheese is such an iconic
call and Yellowhammers are like little rays of
sunshine as they flit around our hedgerows and
fields. HOS member and farmer Henry Edmunds
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has been feeding these wonderful birds
throughout the winter with amazing
results. Find out more, and how you
can help, on page 18.

Hampshire County Recorder Martin Pitt
is again helping you with your bird ID —
this issue focussing on Hampshire’s
winter grebes. While on page 24 HOS
young members Amy Squire tells us
about her love affair with Sand Martins.

Brent Goose - Rob Porter

We are focussed on Winnall Moors
reserve near Winchester on page 32 of this issue, and the Ladybirders had a very
successful walk there at the end of last year. Read the report on page 20.

As ever we finish with a stunning selection of pictures from our wonderful snappers,
including Peter and Joe Honeysett, HOS young members who certainly have an eye
for a good shot. Check out their Glossy Ibis pictures on page 48.

And finally a bit of personal news. I'm stepping down as Editor of Kingfisher and this
is likely to be my last issue at the helm. I've loved my three years in the hot seat, and
would like to thank all my contributors for their brilliant articles, fabulous photographs
and amazing art. And, of course, a big thanks to you, the readers, for your support
and the positive feedback | get from so many of you.

Information about the new team taking the magazine forward will be available in due

course and | look forward to watching Kingfisher reach new heights in future. If you
fancy being part of Team Kingdfisher please do get in touch to find out more.

Enjoy your late winter/early spring birding, and | hope to see you at Members’ Day.

Carol

E B EEEEEEEEEEEEEERN
REMINDER

HOS subscriptions were due on 2 January 2025. If you plan to renew for 2025 and
have not yet paid, please do so now.

Membership still costs £16. Please pay via bank transfer/standing order to Hampshire
Ornithological Society, account number 01182908, sort code 30-92-02.

Alternatively you can send a cheque, made payable to HOS, to Membership
Secretary Kay Shillitoe at, “Westerly”, Hundred Acres Road, Wickham, PO17 6HY.
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MEMBERS’ DAY 2025

This year's Members’ Day is not far off now, and
we’d love to see as many of you as possible at St
Swithun’s School in Winchester for what promises
to be an interesting day.

We have a packed programme of speakers and
there’s bound to be something there to whet your
appetite. The day also includes the HOS AGM
which is a perfect opportunity to find out what your
Society has been up to over the last 12 months.

So make sure you have Saturday 29 March in your
diary and we will look forward to seeing you there!

Members’ Day Programme

9.30am Exhibition opens
10.30am Chris Packham — President’'s Address

HOS AGM
11.15am Nigel Matthews — HOS New Forest Woodlark Survey 2024
11.30am Comfort break
11.45am Amy Squire — Our Roseate Tern success!
12pm Felix Walker-Nix — A year through my camera lens
12.15pm Chris Lycett — Our amazing eastern harbours
1pm Exhibition open/Free time
2.30pm Peter Eeles — Butterflies in Hampshire
3pm Megan Lock — Nature-friendly farming in Hampshire
3.30pm Comfort break
3.45pm Steve Egerton-Read — White-tailed Eagles: the story so far
4.30pm Close

ﬂl But Members’ Day isn’t just
5 about the speakers, or the
AGM, compelling though they
are. The day is an amazing
chance for you to win great
prizes in our raffle, meet fellow
birders and HOS members and
to do a bit of bird-related
shopping.

So come along and find out
how the Society has been
spending your money to protect



and enhance wildlife, birds and
habitats across Hampshire.

If you’ve got some Christmas
money burning a hole in your
pocket, you will be able to browse §
our two exhibition halls and chat
to exhibitors, including artists/
photographers, wildlife
organisations and travel
companies. You can also get
your spring reading material
from the bookstall and buy HOS
clothing and accessories.

There is parking on site, but, each
year more members flock to this
event so if you can car share it will
ease the pressure on space, and help the environment. Please follow the directions of
our parking marshals so everyone gets a space.

Please ensure that you enter through the main entrance — stewards will be able to
direct you - and sign in so that we have a record of the numbers attending on the day.

Once again there will be a coffee vendor on site, and, if past experience is anything to
go by, it will be busy with queues at peak times. So please do bear that in mind. While
the intention this year is to have more than one vendor on-site offering and serving

refreshments, to avoid the likely queues, members are encouraged to bring their own.

We have also programmed in more comfort breaks in response to your feedback.
Raffle

As ever we will be holding a raffle so make sure you buy your tickets as you arrive so
you don’t miss out on the chance to win one of our amazing prizes.

We will also be holding our bid for an expert auction, your chance to spend time
birding with an expert and take advantage of their knowledge about a particular
species or site.

All you need to know about our experts, what the winning bid will deliver for you and
how the bidding process works will be available nearer the time, so make sure you
keep an eye out and don’t miss the chance to bid.

So, we're all set for a fantastic day. What will make it better is if you are there. So, get
Saturday 29 March in your diary and we’ll see you there!

Pictures - lan Julian



MEMBERS’ DAY SPEAKERS

Nigel Matthews

Nigel Matthews has taken part in numerous bird surveys, led
many bird walks (often focusing on recognising bird songs and
calls), has a degree in Botany and Zoology and a PhD (The
ecology of bullfinch damage to fruit). Nigel worked for Kent
Wildlife Trust for 16 years and then the New Forest National
Park Authority (as Head of Recreation Management and
Learning) for 15 years until he retired in 2021.

Nigel joined HOS'’s Scientific Committee in 2023, wrote the
W report for the 2023 HOS Dartford Warbler survey and led the
2024 HOS New Forest Woodlark survey

Amy Squire

Amy Squire is a HOS Young Member, trainee bird ringer and
wildlife enthusiast who grew up on the edge of the New
Forest.

Amy is aiming for a career in conservation and has become a
trainee bird-ringer with the New Forest Ringing Group. This
has resulted in close encounters with many of our amazing
bird species, including Terns — something she can’t wait to
speak to you all about!

Amy has started a conservation club at school, which aims to
make the school environment more eco-friendly, and to encourage other pupils to
share her endless passion for nature

Felix Walker-Nix

Felix Walker-Nix is a 16 year old wildlife photographer and

| trainee bird ringer based in the South Downs. He first

# discovered his passion for capturing the beauty of Britain's
wildlife when he was 11 on local walks in the countryside with
his family.

Since then he’s had the honour of winning his age category of
British wildlife photographer of the year twice and has featured
on the news and in magazines! When he’s not photographing
he enjoys learning about conservation and hopes to pursue a
career in wildlife photography.




Chris Lycett

Chris is the Managing Director of Groundlord
Environmental, having previously been a Senior Reserves
Officer at the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
where he covered a wide range of sites across the Solent.

An ecologist and land manager he now specialises in
coastal and wetland bird ecology with emphasis on breeding
waders and seabirds.

Peter Eeles

Peter Eeles has always been interested in nature, and
butterflies in particular - fostered by a childhood spent in
rural Gloucestershire. In 2002 he created the UK Butterflies
website and is currently Chair of the Hampshire and Isle of
1 Wight Branch of Butterfly Conservation. He was presented
with the Marsh Award for the Promotion of Lepidoptera
Conservation in 2016 and has authored two butterfly-
related books - Life Cycles of British and Irish Butterflies
(2019) and British and Irish Butterfly Rarities (2023). He

/ ‘ . retired from a 35-year career in IT in 2022 and now works
part-time as an independent ecologist.

Megan Lock

Megan has worked in land management and agroecology for
nearly 20 years, with a varied career from working for Natural
England to managing private estates, working as a regional and
national environmental advisor at the CLA, and her current role at
the GWCT as a farmland biodiversity advisor. In this role, Megan
facilitates two Farmer Clusters, undertaking ecological surveys
and monitoring, planning and overseeing habitat connection,
creation and management, and providing training and events. She
also manages several individual GWCT client portfolios.

Megan is a Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and
Environmental Management and is on the BASIS Environmental Advisers Register.

Steve Egerton-Read

Steve Egerton-Read from Forestry England is the project
officer for the White-tailed Eagle reintroduction project based
on the Isle of Wight. This fascinating project, led in
partnership by Forestry England and the Roy Dennis Wildlife
Foundation, is licensed by Natural England and NatureScot.

The project seeks to restore White-tailed Eagles as a
breeding bird on the south coast of England after an absence
of 240 years.




VIEW FROM THE TOP

Kingfisher Editor Carol Rawlings met Debbie Tann MBE, Chief Executive of
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust for a chat and a stroll around
Fishlake Meadows Nature Reserve.

So Debbie, now we've enjoyed a lovely view of a
Water Rail, can you tell me a little bit about this
reserve? =
The reserve is just outside of Romsey on the River Test. &=
Until about 30 years ago this was arable land, which -
was pump drained to keep it dry enough to be
cultivated. When it became uneconomic to farm, the
pumps were turned off and the land came out of
agricultural use. We now have this incredible rewilded
abandoned farmland which has re-flooded and
re-naturalised - giving us a glimpse of what most of our
river valleys probably looked like hundreds of years ago. |

The land was bought and sold several times over the

years to different developers, and a number of failed schemes came and went.
When planning permission was given for the houses next to the reserve, the
developer transferred Fishlake Meadows to Test Valley Borough Council as part of a
section 106 agreement, with an agreement it would become a nature reserve. The
Trust has been managing the reserve for the Council since 2017.

As far as wildlife goes, this place is a fantastic success story. We are seeing all sorts
of species coming back, for example Otters and Bittern have been recorded, and
Ospreys regularly visit. We are trying to attract breeding Ospreys, so we've put up a
platform. And to get my Cuckoo fix in the spring I'll always come here as you can
usually hear them around the reserve. Another of my favourites at this time of year is
the wonderful Starling murmuration that you can see from the viewing platforms
alongside the canal.

We are not responsible for managing the canal or the towpath and the management
of the rest of the reserve is very light touch. We keep it maintained, and we graze
cattle on the drier parts of the reserve too, but we want to keep its feeling of wildness.

So, given we are getting more extreme weather what are you doing to mitigate
the effects of this on reserves to keep them accessible to visitors?

Fishlake meadows is a floodplain, so the reserve does hold water when it rains a lot
because it's designed to do that. Parts of the path are sometimes underwater, but not
all the time. The canal footpath is built up a little higher, which is why we installed the
viewing platforms along there, so you can get a fantastic view across the reserve,
even if other paths are flooded. And this is important as we want people to be able to
enjoy the wildlife here.



We have had discussions with Test Valley Council about whether it's worth investing
in a boardwalk, but we would need capital funding for that as it won't be cheap and
there is the ongoing cost of maintenance to consider.

We try to take a balanced approach across our estate. We could spend millions on
access infrastructure, but we want to ensure we spend most of our money on wildlife.
We have bird hides on some of our sites, but on others there are no hides because
either they tend to get vandalised, or they ruin the wildness of the place.

Our challenge is to provide opportunities for people to engage with the wildlife on our
reserves while, at the same time, doing it in a way that is cost effective, robust and
resilient.

In terms of climate change impacts more broadly, we are currently developing a
climate change impact review and adaptation plan for all our reserves to address the
significant challenges we are facing — that includes flooding of course, but also
droughts, and increased fire risk. So, it is an ongoing conversation about trylng to find
the balance between minimising the risks ’

of climate change impacts or accepting
the changes and focusing more on
adaptation. We are looking at what a0 N
investment we might need to make 1' A
and then balancing the risks and rewards & - 1
against the long-term maintenance costs. | £

On the subject of the visitor
experience, do you have any plans to
use new technology to improve the
information available to visitors while
they are on your reserves?

We do and we have put funding in place
to upgrade our signage and interpretation
across the whole of our estate over the
next few years, and we are just about to
start rolling it out. It will take time as we
have a lot of sites, but many of the new 1= " - e
signs will include QR codes and links to Collecting female White-clawed Crayfish with
information that visitors can access with Trust President Megan McCubbin
their phones or tablets.

Lots of people live in towns and cities and never visit reserves. How does the
Trust engage with people who think nature is something that can only be seen
abroad, in the countryside or on TV?

| often say that one of the most important things we need to do is to get more people
on nature's side, to encourage more people to take action to help us protect nature
and wildlife. So, whilst that can be achieved through visiting reserves, it's not the only
way. We have a whole engagement programme that aims to do just that. We call it
Wilder Communities or Team Wilder and the philosophy behind that is to start where
people are, to build nature connection and a love of the natural world and then
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support and empower people to take action in a way that works for them. Ultimately,
we want to create a ripple effect, a social tipping point, where nature matters to
everyone. We employ a team of staff who work with communities and schools in
most of the towns and cities in Hampshire. It's a real grassroots approach.

Projects include developing people’s knowledge of wildlife, bird ID for example, and
supporting people to campaign around local issues, or delivering practical projects
like building nest boxes or ponds. An example of this is our work with Hampshire
Swifts to encourage people to
put Swift boxes on their houses.
Our Wilder Southampton project,
working with Southampton City
Council, is helping communities
across the city improve spaces
for wildlife.

A big success has been in
Freemantle, where the ripple
effect is clear. Local people have
created habitats and wildlife
corridors in what used to be a
challenging area for nature, with
tree planting in Freshfield Park Presenting the Trust’s 2023WilderAwards with Trust
and pollinator flowers at the President Megan McCubbin
community centre.

We are working hard to embed a love of nature into people's everyday lives. | believe
what makes our work so impactful is that we take a comprehensive approach — we
don't just focus on nature reserves or birds; we address everything. So we find we
can take people on that awareness journey. It might start with feeding garden birds,
move to campaigning against water pollution and end up writing to MPs or marching
to Westminster to highlight climate change concerns.

Last year at the HOS Member's Day, you announced that the Trust now has a
policy of enforcement as far as dogs on leads on your nature reserves is
concerned. Can we have an update on how that is going?

| did, yes and it's something I've wanted to do for a long time. I've got nothing against
dogs, but dogs off leads on nature reserves are a problem. We are now asking dog
owners to keep their dogs on leads on our reserves at all times, not just during the
breeding season.

It won’t be straightforward because we don't own some of our sites and others have
public rights of way on them. We don’t want to put our staff into potentially
confrontational situations when challenging people who don’t want to put their dog on
alead. The law isn't clear in this area, it just says that a dog should be under control
which is open to interpretation. So it's about engagement, education, persuasion and
saying please work with us to help protect the wildlife on this nature reserve.
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Did you always want to work in nature conservation?

| didn't know it was a career when | was at school, but I've always been interested in
nature. My first love was plants as my grandmother was a bit of a plantswoman, so |
started learning about flowers and plants from an early age. | grew up in Surrey and
saw the M25 being built. | can remember seeing the big diggers ripping out lovely
trees and some of the places that I'd known as a child. It really angered and upset
me and awakened the environmental campaigner in me.

= | went to university as a

M Mature student to study

E F ' environmental science,
which took me right back
to basics and covered how
the environment and

¢ ecology works as a whole.

| It taught me systems

| thinking, looking at
conservation issues from
" an ecosystem function
/| point of view, and this has
} i i %Y underpinned how |
Doing a TV interview as part of the ongoing campaign to approach our work as
save Tipner West a Trust today

L4

I'm certainly not a bird expert, but I'm learning all the time and my interest in
ecological systems and environmental functionality has made me very interested in
topics like rewilding. I'm fascinated by questions like how we do restoration well and
put back ecosystems when so many parts of the system are lost. This is why we
have a missing species programme in the Trust, to bring back keystone species that
are important for the restoration of functioning habitats.

What jobs did you have before you became Chief Executive of Hampshire and
Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust?

| began my career as an ecologist, conducting various ecological surveys, with a
strong focus on botany — my first love — before expanding into rivers, wetlands and
ponds. My interest in birds came a bit later after | got into insects, so you could say
I've worked my way up the food chain!

I've worked at the Trust for 26 years in different roles. | started as an ecologist, then
a biodiversity manager and then head of conservation. | became Chief Executive 15
years ago and absolutely love my job.

What is the best thing about being the Chief Executive?

What | really like is the ability to be creative when looking at some of the issues we
have to deal with. All the time I'm thinking how can we restore what we've lost? How
do we put nature into recovery? | like the ability to think big and look at how
everything works together so | can be strategic, and to plan ahead so that we can be
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agile and responsive. I'm always trying to look at where the opportunities are for the
Trust to make a difference and to have an impact for wildlife. So it’s really varied and
rewarding.

We have big ambitions in our Wilder strategy, one of which is to acquire 1,000
hectares of new land for wildlife by 2030. Currently we are on target to hit that goal
which is great news for local nature recovery efforts.

What are the biggest challenges facing the Trust. Is it just climate change or
other things too?

Well, climate change is certainly a big challenge. | think one of the other things that
really affects us is changes in government policy. We put a lot of effort into building
relationships with policy makers and decision makers and think we have a clear
direction of travel and then things change. You know where you're going in terms of
what we are trying to achieve and the management work it will take to do that, then
we find we are having to respond to new government policies and plans.

Looking back at your time with the Trust. Is there an achievement that you
would point to and say that's the thing I'm most proud of?

That's hard to say as I've worked here for so long. But getting an MBE last year was
amazing and is in recognition of so many different achievements not just by me, but
the Trust as a whole and through many partnership projects over many years,
including HOS of course.

But to pick something
out, | am especially
proud of securing new
nature reserves like
1 Fishlake Meadows, as
L\ this has a long term,
i\ real tangible effect on
Y local wildlife. It takes
years of work to make
a reserve like this
happen. The vision,
the work on the
ground, building
relationships with the
developer and the
council, the advocacy,
the fundraising, the engagement with the community. But when you finally get there
it's incredibly rewarding.

The opening of Fishlake Meadows reserve in 2017

| would also add that I'm proud of the growth of the Trust, and how many members
and supporters we have today. It's a testament to how many more people care about
nature these days and want to support our efforts. We are so grateful for that, as
funding is hard to come by, so the support of our members is critical.
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Finally, which birds are your favourite
summer and winter visitors to Hampshire?

Swifts are absolutely my favourite summer visitor. As
spring approaches, | think about their arrival every
day and can't wait for them to return. | have a natural
nest in my roof and I've added nine more Swift
boxes to the house. I've also been working with my
neighbours to encourage them to put up boxes on
their homes, and many have joined in.

My favourite winter visitor has to be the Brent
Geese. Such beautiful birds and so iconic here
on the Hampshire coast. And when they fly over
in numbers with their lovely calls it's a real wildlife
spectacle.

Launching the Trust’s Wilder 2030
strategy in 2019

And I'm a big fan of the Starling murmuration too. It's never boring and is always great
to watch. And when | see them in such numbers it almost makes me feel like we are
winning the battle to save nature.

Photos: Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
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HOS YOUNG MEMBERS

By Janice Beck
It's been a busy period of activity for our young members. Here are some highlights.

Titchfield Haven Bird Ringing

It was with a sense of doom that | drove to Titchfield Haven through two heavy
cloudbursts on a late September day certain that | would be telling seven young HOS
members and accompanying adults that the bird ringing session would be postponed
because of the weather.

| could not have been more wrong! Barry,
Trevor, Duncan and Maggie were already
catching birds when we met them at 7am.
However, none of us could have predicted
the sheer number of birds that were falling
into the mist nets. Our young members were
enthralled by the reveal from each little bag.
A Chiffchaff, a Blackcap, another Chiffchaff,
a Sedge Warbler — | had never appreciated
how beautiful these birds were. More
Blackcaps, a re-capture - a bird previously
ringed from somewhere else (homework for
Barry and his team) Our total for the day
was 252 birds and the species we saw were Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Reed Warbler,
Robin, Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Wren, Dunnock and Sedge Warbler. Bird of the
day ... an Osprey, which thankfully for Barry, wasn’t in the mist nets.

Our Young Members were treated to the best bird ringing session | have ever seen
created by our wonderful volunteers. It was an amazing morning.

Slow Worms with Jon Cranfield

Another September event saw seven young people, plus their parents, meetin

Alresford. This time we were not looking for birds, today’s focus was on Slow Worms.
ams After an introduction and explanation of habitats

Jon led our group into his survey area.

~ was against us - too cold for Slow Worms.

" However, we were in luck as the first Tin that Jon
* lifted was home to three Slow Worms. As we all
gathered round to see the creatures, Jon said he
| was hoping for a Blue Spotted Slow Worm — |
never knew there was more than one race! The

™ Tin lifting continued and to everyone’s delight a
Blue Spotted Slow worm was revealed. Most

t He had previously warned me that the weather
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races of things have a subtle difference but not this Slow Worm, Electric Blue dots
and patches covered its skin. In total we saw 25 Slow Worms plus a frog, a Millipede
and the caterpillar of an Elephant Hawk Moth.

Fungi with Eric Janke

In November, on another dull day, three of our young members, with accompanying
parents, arrived at Bartley Heath to join Eric and some of his team on a Fungi walk. At
first glance it didn’t look very hopeful with only a few Bracket types on some dead
branches. However, once you really look and turn over dead bits of wood, move leaf
mould and generally poke around, then you discover the delights of, ‘Lemon Disco’,
tiny yellow dots the size of a pin head. Or Green EIf Cap, turquoise blue ears on the
underside of fallen timber, Brick Cap - another type of Bracket Fungus and orange
fingers of Orange Caterpillar Cordyceps poking through the moss on a tree stump. In
all we saw 16 varieties of fungi.

Small Mammal Trapping with John Buckley

This November event was very popular and

- after a full briefing 11 young members went off
to recover the traps John had placed the day

| before, all carefully mapped to ensure we

' recovered them all. The first trap contained a

~ Bank Vole, the next a Wood Mouse followed by
~ more Bank and Field Voles.

Each young member was given the opportunity
| : to unload a trap and identify and examine the
e - contents before carefully returning the mammal
N ' ' back to where it was caught. Common, Pygmy
and the first Water Shrew seen for eight years were caught. Then a beautiful little
Harvest Mouse came out of the trap being emptied by Amy. In all we caught 64
mammals. five Common Shrew, five Pygmy Shrew, one Water Shrew, 27 Bank Voles,
six Field Voles, 19 Wood Mice and one Harvest Mouse. We had close views and
memorable experiences that will never be forgotten.

Bird-ringing at Blashford Lakes with Kevin and Brenda
Autumn bird-ringing is always
popular, but as always we had to
keep an eye on the December
weather forecast. Ringing does
not take place if the weather is
inclement. At this event there
were lots of Blue Tits, Great Tits,
Coal Tits and Robins but the
biggest surprise was a
Sparrowhawk. We had a large
number of HOS Young Members
attend this event so the groups
were split and the viewing done
in two sessions.
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GET INVOLVED

Now Spring is on the way
have you ever thought
about using your birding
skills to benefit the
environment? The British
Trust for Ornithology
(BTO) is running a
number of surveys in
Hampshire this year and
we are looking for
volunteers.

The key survey in Spring
time (April to the end of
June) is the Breeding Bird
Survey (BBS) where

volunteers record bird Photo: Dave Tipling, BTO
species they see and hear

on a randomly allocated 1km square. It's a great way to get outdoors and improve
your birding skills (you don’t need to be an expert!). The data from this national
project helps form the scientific base for conservation issues across the country.
Some of this data is shared with HOS too.

Never seen or heard a
Woodcock? Then the
Woodcock Survey could be
for you.

It would mean two or three
S Visits to some suitable
habitat either by yourself or
with one or two others in

s late Spring and early
Summer at around sunset.
Hopefully you will see or

. hear some roding

<) Woodcock and other
wildlife as well.

Woodcock - Shane King

There are many other surveys taking place in Hampshire around the year.
Interested? Then check out the BTO website bto.org/our-science/projects or
contact George Batho, BTO Regional Representative — Hampshire, at
George.batho@sky.com to learn more about volunteering opportunities near you.
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HELPING CORN BUNTING
AND YELLOWHAMMER

By Henry Edmunds, HOS member and farmer at Cholderton Estate

For over 40 years, | have been putting out feed in the winter for these two species. |
normally use organic oats or spring barley which has been harvested from my fields.
The practice is to dribble the grain on the ground along the base of a hedgerow. | do
this in order to discourage raptors like Sparrowhawks
and Goshawks which are inevitably attracted to the large
numbers of Yellowhammers that take advantage of these
feeding stations.

The composition of the hedgerow itself is important; this
needs to be thick and preferably with sharp thorns, again
this helps to deter predators. The Yellowhammers are
very good at flipping into the interior of the hedge where
they become invulnerable; unless a hawk is successful in
flushing them. | have seen Sparrowhawks grasping the
side of a hedge and flapping their wings in an attempt to
scare the Yellowhammers into leaving their refuge.

| first became aware of the current plight of the
Yellowhammer having lived in the West Country for
several years. | hardly ever heard or saw them. This is
apparently due to a change of farming practice in the area where | lived. Mixed
farming was losing out to the unsustainable pursuit of the industrial arable cropping
regime. On returning to farm at Cholderton, | believed it was particularly important

_ to feed these birds over the harshest months of
the winter to sustain the local population and
protect them from eating freshly sown corn
on other farms, which was likely to be
contaminated with a proprietary seed dressing.

Yellowhammer - Andy Tew

Few people are aware that virtually all cereals
sown in this country are treated with a chemical
seed dressing. These claim to protect the crop
S o from various fungal diseases but are also highly
Corn Bunting - Rob Porter toxic. Every bag of seed has a label advising
that essential safety precautions are taken:
Operators must wear suitable protective clothing and gloves

Seed should not be handled unnecessarily

Treated seed should not be used as animal feed

Seed must be kept secure from people, domestic stock and wildlife at all times
during storage and use

by g
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. Hands and exposed skin should be washed before eating and drinking

. The treated seed is harmful to game and wildlife and should not be left on the
surface
. All spillages should be buried or removed.
Date Yellowhammers | Corn Unfortunately, Yellowhammers and
Buntings Corn Buntings are illiterate so it is
1512797 120 o] inevitable that they will eat this
57712/53 >0 = .treated seeq when they come across
0123 00 5 it. Irrespective of how cgreful the
farmer is, some seed will always be
23/01/23 160 O | |eft on the surface. How many grains
10/02/23 PNC 250 | it takes to kill a small bird, | can’t say,
14/02/23 60 120 | but looking at the recent declines of
18/02/23 PNC 130 | these birds an obvious conclusion
26102123 175 150 | can be drawn.
12/03/23 320 A Few . .
>6/03/23 100 = This is an organic farm so no seed
dressings have been used for 25
08/04/23 110 5 years. We have a good breeding
14/04/23 20 0 | population of Yellowhammers and a
15/04/23 PNC 6 _| reasonable number of Corn
18/04/23 70 0 | Buntings. Winter feeding has helped
19/04/23 PNC 30 | these birds, particularly when the
02/01/24 30 0 | weather is harsh as in February
11/01/24 180 6 | 2018.
16/01/24 140 38 . .
50/01/24 580 8 Every year,_l recorq, sometimes with
57102124 550 A Fow help from Tim Norris, Lyn Formuson
and Patrick Cashman (RSPB), the
10/03/24 320 0 approximate numbers of birds at the
21/03/24 PNC 23 | feeding station. Numbers peak in the
22/03/24 115 28 | early months of the year and |
21/03/24 90 Some | normally begin feeding around

Key: PNC - Present but not counted

Christmas and finish in late April,
when the birds seem to disperse.

Feeding in February, March and April is particularly important as these birds are most
vulnerable and are more likely to eat contaminated cereals when farmers are sowing

spring crops.

My highlight, in February 2023, was a huge and very dense flock of Corn Buntings
that flew over my head and vanished into a nearby woodland. It is likely that they
were responding to threat from a raptor. On 11/01/24 we also counted 400 Starlings,
70 Fieldfares and 30 Redwing in the same hedgerow.

If any HOS members would like to help me feed these birds in the winter and monitor
the numbers, please get in touch. Email: admin@cholderton-estate.co.uk
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NEWS FROM THE LADYBIRDERS

By Helen Wood

The Ladybirders group continues to grow with a current membership of 109 fantastic
women from all walks of life. Since the last update, there have been several group
meetings including to Keyhaven, Wildmoor near Basingstoke and a recent
pre-Christmas trip to Winnall Moors in Winchester to get a few steps in before the
inevitable festive over-indulgence. We look forward to a planned January trip to the
New Forest organised by Janice to look for raptors.

The Keyhaven outing was expertly arranged on
just about the only beautifully still and sunny day
of November providing perfect conditions for

» views of Golden Plover as well as Pintail,

. Curlew, Dartford Warbler and Bearded

+ Reedlings among a wide range of birds seen.

4 We were not quite as fortunate with the

weather for our Wildmoor-wandering but the rain
held off to allow seven of us to enjoy a 5km
route taking in mixed habitat between the rivers
Loddon and Lyde. While we are so lucky to have the jewels in the crown of the
Hampshire Coast and New Forest as birding hotspots, the north of the county can be
overlooked and is well worth exploring for its
countryside and pubs, one of which we frequented
after the walk for a warming meal and lots of birding
conversation. Highlights of the 41 species seen
included Goosander, Siskin, Kingfisher, Skylark,
Redwing and Treecreeper.

10 ladies met at Winnall Moors nature reserve and
were greeted with a Peregrine flypast on arrival. With
expert local knowledge from Sheila Ann Williams,

we had lovely views of Firecrest and Kingdfisher, the
highlights for many of the 34 species seen. The social catchup extended to a meal
afterwards which provided a relaxed opportunity for some of us to meet each other for
the first time and make new acquaintances.

The Ladybirders group is run by ladies for ladies and is
welcoming, friendly and supportive. New members or
those wanting more information can get in touch with
Janice Beck on jaysongrove@yahoo.co.uk. For those
already in the group, please do consider hosting a walk
in your own local area — no guiding experience is
required, and it is an excellent way for others to
discover new routes and locations which may otherwise
go undiscovered — all in friendly company.
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WALK THE WALK

If you want to come on a HOS walk you generally don’t need to book. However,
there are some exceptions - so please check on the HOS website.

If booking is required please call or text walks co-ordinator Di Warner on 07883
344724 or email warner838@btinternet.com. Please do not just turn up where
booking is required as you will not be able to join the walk.

We have only put the dates and times of the walks here. There is more detailed and

up to date information on the HOS website (hos.org.uk). Please check the website to
make sure there have been no changes since Kingfisher was published. Or to see if

any new walks have been added. If you can’t get to the website contact Di.

Walks are for HOS members, but non-members are welcome. For general queries
about HOS walks contact Di. Contact the walk leader for specific walk information.

March 2025

Saturday 8 March
Ashley Walk, New Forest (4 miles)
Leader: Julian Moseley 10.30am-12.30pm

Sunday 16 March
Normandy Lagoon & Oxey Marshes (3 miles)
Leader: lan Packer 9.30am-approx. 2.30pm

Sunday 23 March
Warblington Shore to Budds Farm (4 miles)
Leader Kevin Stouse 9.30am-2pm

Wednesday 26 March
Kilmeston, Beauworth (3 miles)
Leader Nick Wiley 10.30am-2pm

April 2025
Saturday 5 April

Yew Tree Heath, New Forest (4 miles)
Leader: Julian Moseley 10.30am-1.30pm

Numbers limited to 20 - contact the walk leader if you wish to attend. e
w =
P
Yo
)d
z ==
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Sunday 13 April B 41
Farlington Marshes (5 miles) =
Leader: Kevin Stouse 9.30am-2.30pm

Sunday 27 April
Keyhaven (5 miles)
Leader: lan Packer 9.30am-approx. 3.30pm

May 2025

Sunday 4 May
Dawn chorus at Pig Bush (3 miles)
Leader: Julian Moseley 4am-8am

Saturday 17 May
Longparish (3-4 miles)
Leader: Geoff Sharp 9:30am-1pm

ra £ L
Robin - Brian Cartwright
Sunday 18 May
Portland Bill (4 miles)
Leader: lan Packer 9.30am-approx 4pm

Saturday 24 May
Durlston Country Park, Isle of Purbeck (3 miles)
Leader: Julian Moseley 9am-12.30pm

Saturday 31 May
Farmland around the rivers Lyde and Loddon, Hook, Hants (3.5 miles)
Leader: Simon Stacey 9.30am-12.30pm

June 2025

Wednesday 4 June
Cheriton to Gander Down (4 miles)
Leader: Nick Wiley 10am-2.30pm

Saturday 7 June
Tidgrove Warren Farm (near Kingsclere) for Stone Curlews (2 miles)
Leader: Keith Betton 9.30am-1pm

Sunday 8 June
Buriton for Farmland Birds (7 miles)
Leader: Kevin Stouse 9am-3pm

Sunday 15 June
Blashford Lakes HIIWT Reserve (2 miles)

Leader: lan Packer 9.30am-approx pm =
pprox p - = -
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OUT BIRDING!

Portland Bill - Sunday 27 October by lan Packer

We postponed this walk by a week due to Storm Ashley and the seven days made a
real difference. The wind had dropped and we had sunny bright weather with a bit of
cloud, and a good turnout of HOS members — between 15 and 20.

With little wind and no swell, there was not a lot of
movement on the sea but we were able to pick up
the usual suspects of Gannet, Cormorant, Shag,
and Guillemot. Gulls featured well with Black-
headed, Common, Herring and Great Black-
backed showing well. More testing were
Mediterranean Gulls feeding offshore up to half a
mile away.

One of the first birds we saw was Merlin which
Black-headed Gull - Chris Rose was hard to get on to. Most members got it but
some dipped — Merlins are here one second, gone
the next — you just have to be looking the right way at the right time.

Raptors are always distant on Portland and this was the case today — scope views of
Buzzards on fence posts were fine but not so a Sparrowhawk which soared high and
far. The Kestrels were more obliging.

Portland is known for visible migration. At
the Bill there were hundreds of Jackdaws
and Woodpigeons very high in the sky,
heading south to France.

Leaving the Bill we enjoyed a good spread
of resident and migrant species, including
Meadow Pipit, Wheatear, Stonechat,
Goldcrest, Linnet, and Stock Dove.

One walker spotted a bird perched and after
some debate (others had only seen it flying)
we agreed we had seen a Wryneck — an ID
that was confirmed later — a lifer for Amanda
who had spotted it which was fantastic.

We saw around 40 species on the walk. The good thing about Portland is that there
are sites close by that are always worth a look such as Ferrybridge and Portland
Harbour. The former produced Black-tailed Godwit, Turnstone, Oystercatcher, Dunlin
and Sandwich Tern while there was an adult Red-necked Grebe in the Harbour.
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MY BIRD VALENTINE

It’s that time of year again when our thoughts turn to romance, and
what better way to celebrate Valentine’s Day than remembering why we
fell in love with our favourite bird. Here HOS Young Member Amy
Squire tells us about her valentine.

As February draws in, flower bouquets, boxes of chocolates, and heart-covered cards
are fully stocked-up and stuffed on the shelves of every shop. Partners are walking
around, holding hands, laughing at past memories and future dreams.

For some, it’s a lonely
time of year, however, |
just get more excited,
because | know it's nearly
March, where the love of
my life will come back
from their winter-long
holiday. My valentine
doesn’t need to catch a
plane back to the UK,
though, but, instead, can
fly 4,000km from Africa to
our shores, all by
themselves! You guessed
it —my bird valentine is
the Sand Martin! Sand Martins - Rob Porter

Each year, | jump with joy, after hearing the first Sand Martin of the year, and am then
bound for days on the beach at Barton-on-Sea, where | marvel at them chasing
insects on the summer breeze. As well as being superb flyers, they are also excellent
architects, and choose cliff-faces to scrape into, to nest. However, it is a very risky
business, where, on heart-breaking occasions, nesting sites will collapse completely.

Therefore, one year, | was invited by Georgie Digby to take part in the Sand Martin
Survey, to monitor how they were doing. This meant that | was able to go out
regularly, to watch their nesting habits, and to collect data on how many active nest
sites and holes there were along the coast where | live.

It was beautiful to have even more of an insight into the lives of these gorgeous birds,
and was fantastic to watch the youngsters grow and fledge.

I look forward to this time every year and, as I've always lived by the coast, I've grown
up with them too - feeling a special bond with them that no words can describe. | love
them with all my heart and wonder if they’ve received my valentine letter to them yet -
all that distance away in Africa!
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NOTES FROM THE
RECORDER'’S DESK

AGEING

The first of in a series of regular short pieces
on topical issues. This is on the aging of birds
- or more specifically the terminology of aging.

Nearly all species have distinctive juvenile

plumages, many looking more cryptic and only

achieving the brighter colours when they mature to adulthood. This takes a varying
period of time.

Most passerines look like adults when they are just less than a year old, large gulls
have distinctive plumages until late in the third year from hatching and our largest bird
of prey, the White-tailed Eagle is only mature when five or six years old and older
birds can be distinctively marked too.

In identifying a species, understanding the age can assist in finding a match. Trying to
identify a small wader when not realising if it is a young bird or a mature one can
make a tricky exercise almost impossible and the same goes for gulls.

The bird books help but they also use a plethora of competing names. Some age with
moult cycles ascribing a name to each one — juvenile, basic (breeding), first alternate
(winter) etc some ascribe to seasons and therefore an assumed moult sequence you
will see 1st Winter, 2nd Summer followed by 2nd Winter (even if strictly birds don’t
moult at neatly prescribed dates).

These can be simplified to the bird’s life years; 1st Year, 2nd Year, 3rd Year etc but
often there is more than one plumage in each. It then gets confusing in species with
two moults, or species, such as finches, where their plumage brightens through wear
rather than a moult.

HOS takes its lead from BBRC and ascribes ages to calendar years. 1st Calendar
Year (1CY) is therefore the date of hatching to the 31 December of that year. 2CY
being from 1 January to 31 December the following year etc. Simple to follow but
again holds more than one plumage and always needs a date of observation to match
with a plumage type.

We would ask that all observers submitting records follow this approach.

Martin Pitt, Hampshire County Bird Recorder
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WHAT’S BEEN SPOTTED

Recent reports - September to December 2024
by Tom Jordan

Around 224 species were seen during the period. This summary focuses on larger
counts, scarcer species and unexpected localities reported throughout the period.
Most records are from Birdguides and Goingbirding websites: a much more complete
picture will eventually appear in the Hampshire Bird Report. Regular site summaries
appear monthly in Birdwatching magazine and on the HOS website. Sightings refer to
single birds unless otherwise stated. Inclusion in this list does not indicate that
sightings of rarities have been considered by the appropriate records committee.

Pink-footed Goose: Tundry Pond 1/9; Fleet Pond 8/9

Tundra Bean Goose: Normandy Marsh 11/12

Whooper Swan: Langstone Harbour 5 28/11

Garganey: Fishlake Meadows 21/9, 11/10

Green-winged Teal: Avon Tyrell 17/11

Red-crested Pochard: Blashford Lakes 18/9 - 23/12

Scaup: Milton Shore, Portsmouth 2-4 4/12 - 30/12; Stokes Bay 15/12 - 31/12
Velvet Scoter: Stokes Bay 24/11; Milford on Sea 2 25/11; Lepe 27/11; Hill Head-
Chilling 6/12, 2 14/12 - 25/12; Weston
Shore 2 13/12

Long-tailed Duck: Keyhaven/
Pennington 15/11 - 30/12
Red-necked Grebe: Weston Shore/
Hythe 26/11 - 30/12; Chichester
Harbour 27/11 - 30/11, 5/12, 6/12;
Langstone Harbour 29/11, 4/12,
14/12

Slavonian Grebe: Oxey Marsh
18/10, 14/12; Hill Head 9/11, 18/11;
Weston Shore 1-4 10/11 - 28/12;
Chichester Harbour 24/11, 28/11, Long-tailed Duck - Chris Rose
4 2/12; Lee-on-the-Solent 24/11; Langstone

Harbour 30/12

Black-necked Grebe: Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 1-4 23/9 - 30/12; Langstone
Harbour 1-3 4/10 - 29/12; Chichester Harbour 2 9/11 - 14/11, 2/12, 22/12; Portsmouth
Harbour 29/11, 30/11; Pennington Marsh 1/12; Hardway, Gosport 25/12

Ruff: Keyhaven/Pennington Marshes 3/9, 4/9, 1/10, 9/10; Ibsley Water, Blashford
Lakes 12/11 - 15/11

Curlew Sandpiper: Keyhaven/Pennington Marshes 1/9 - 4/9, 8/9, 9/9, 24/9; Bunny
Meadows, Warsash 2 1/9; Farlington Marshes 4/9; Hayling Oyster Beds 4/9, 9/9;
Titchfield Haven 12/9

Little Stint: Keyhaven/Pennington Marshes 1/9 - 3/9, 3 4/9; Normandy Marsh/Lagoon
3/9, 8/9, 9/9, 31/10; Black Point, Hayling Island 2/10 - 4/10
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Pectoral Sandpiper: Farlington Marshes 20/9

Wood Sandpiper: Hayling Billy Path 20/9

Spotted Redshank: Hayling Oyster Beds 7/9 - 11/10 Pennington Marsh 3 8/9 28/9 2

28/9 3/10 2 22/11; Lymington-Keyhaven 1-5 10/9 - 16/12; Lepe 22/10 - 30/10; Bunny

Meadows, Warsash 26/10, 8/11

Kittiwake: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 27/9; Hook-with-Warsash 30/9; Milford on Sea

21/11, 50 24/11, 25/11; Hurst Beach 4 23/11, 25 23/11; Gilkicker Point 85 23/11;

Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 2 23/11; Stokes Bay 220 24/11; Weston Shore 3 24/11;

Hill Head 24/11; Lepe 19 24/11

Little Gull: Calshot Spit 2/9; Hythe 15/9; Hill Head 25/9; Titchfield Haven 28/9; Hook-

with-Warsash 30/9; Langstone Harbour 12/10; Milford on Sea 20/10, 2 24/11; Gilkicker

Point 2 23/11; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 2 23/11, 27/11; Lee-on-the-Solent 24/11;

Stokes Bay 7 24/11

Yellow-legged Gull: Redbridge 4/9; Hook-with-Warsash 7/9 - 4/10; Bitterne,

Southampton 16/9; Lower Test Marshes 21/9; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes max. 11

19/10 - 4/12; Gilkicker Pond 6/11; Portsmouth Harbour 2 13/12; Redbridge Wharf

29/12

Caspian Gull: Stokes Bay 12/9; Pennington Marsh 3/10

Arctic Tern: Weston Shore 7/9

WHITE-WINGED BLACK TERN: Calshot Spit 2/9 - 3/9

Black Tern: Lee-on-the-Solent 1/9; Calshot 2/9, 11 3/9, 2 4/9, 5/9; Hythe 6/9, 2 7/9;

Netley 4 6/9, 2 7/9; Lepe 2 7/9; Hill Head 3 7/9; Chichester Harbour 3 7/9, 5 9/9, 10/9;

Weston Shore 8/9; Brownwich 10/9; Ibsley Water, Blashford Lakes 2 30/9; Hook-with-

Warsash 30/9, 1/10

Great Skua: Hurst Beach 13/9

Arctic Skua: Hayling Oyster Beds 3/9;

y Hook-with-Warsash 20/9; Park Shore 30/9

~& Pomarine Skua: Keyhaven 6 1/10

= Little Auk: Milford on Sea 24/11
Razorbill: Sandy Point, Hayling Island NR

— = 3 4/10; Pennington 11/12

Red-throated Diver: Brownwich/Chilling

— " 29/10, 1/11, 4/11; Gilkicker Point 3 23/11;

" S T Lepe 24/11; Hythe Marina 16/12

R — Black-throated Diver: Chichester

Great Northern Diver - Rob Porter Harbour 23/11, 28/11, 5/12, 31/12;

Weston Shore 1-2 3/12 - 31/12; Brownwich/Chilling 16/12, 17/12; Emsworth Mill Pond

18/12 - 25/12; Itchen Estuary 25/12 - 30/12

Great Northern Diver: Langstone Harbour 1-2 9/10 - 23/12; Chichester Harbour 1-5

22/10 - 17/12; Weston Shore 1-4 25/10 - 31/12; Lymington-Keyhaven 27/10, 25/11;

Hill Head/Brownwich 27/10, 8/12, 2 10/12, 13/12; Southsea 5/11; Stokes Bay 2 24/11,

25/12, 29/12; Milford on Sea 24/11; Lepe 24/11, 27/11, 2 7/12, 2 12/12, 30/12;

Portsmouth Harbour 1-2 26/11 - 28/12; Hook-with-Warsash 27/11, 9/12 - 12/12; Netley

4/12, 27/12; Redbridge/Eling 15/12 - 31/12; Hythe 2 30/12

Leach's Petrel: Weston Shore 9/10; Milford on Sea 23/11; Stokes Bay 24/11

Fulmar: Milford on Sea 26/9

CORY’S SHEARWATER: Milford on Sea 24/11

Manx Shearwater: Weston Shore 29/9

Sooty Shearwater: Milford on Sea 2 24/11
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BLACK STORK: Farlington Marshes 28/9

Gannet: Lee-on-the-Solent 1/9; Lepe 9/9, 30/9; Oxey Creek 4 10/9; Sandy Point,
Hayling Island 100 10/9, 25 17/9, 10/12; Hurst Castle 5 21/9; Milford on Sea 9 26/9;
Titchfield Haven 11/10; Gilkicker Point 30 23/11; Hill Head 25/12

Shag: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 27/9, 3 22/10, 28/10, 29/10, 3/11, 19/12; Lee-on-
the-Solent 2 21/10; Weston Shore 4/11, 3 12/12, 26/12; Hill Head 10/11; Southsea
Castle 2 19/11, 26/11, 2 4/12, 9/12, 23/12

Glossy Ibis: Titchfield Haven/Canal Path 1-4 4/9 - 30/12; Ranvilles Lane 13 14/9
Spoonbill: Pennington Marsh max. 34 1/9 - 30/12; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 2/9;
Lower Test Marshes 3/9; Titchfield Haven 22/9 - 26/9, 9/11, 2 13/11, 17/11; Inchmery
6/10, 7 22/12; Farlington Marshes 21/10 - 26/10; Tweseldown 13/11; Lepe 5 30/12
Bittern: Lymington River 15/10; Fishlake
Meadows 27/12

Cattle Egret: Farlington Marshes max. 11
3/9 - 3/10; Pennington Marsh 3 7/9, 13/9,
18/9, 24/9; Fishlake Meadows 15/9, 6 19/9,
2 20/9; Lower Test Marshes 5 16/9; Hale 2
29/9; Ibsley 7 5/10; Harbridge 2 6/10, 8/10;
Titchfield Haven 10 12/10; Ranvilles Lane 4
12/10; Testwood Lakes 2 19/10, 9/11;
Warblington max. 22 26/10 - 28/12;
Northney, Hayling Island 6 3/12, 36 14/12,
15 19/12; Nursling 2 4/12, 5/12, 29/12;
Winchester College Water Meadows 11/12;
Hayling Oyster Beds 12 28/12

Osprey: Redbridge/Eling 1/9 - 4/9; Fishlake
Meadows 1-2 2/9 - 28/9; Calshot 2/9; Street
End Copse 2/9 Langstone Harbour 1-2 2/9 -
13/9; Bickton 3/9; Sway 2 3/9; Testwood
Lakes 5/9, 6/10; Weston Shore/Hythe 1-3
6/9 - 1/10; Manor Farm CP 7/9, 19/9;
Titchfield Haven 8/9, 15/9, 21/9, 26/9, 28/9, 1/10, 5/10;
Lymington-Keyhaven 8/9, 19/9, 21/9, 28/9; Lower Test Marshes 8/9, 14/9, 2 18/9;
Lepe 2 9/9, 11/9, 1/10; Hamble Estuary 9/9; Inchmery 9/9, 11/9; Ibsley Water,
Blashford Lakes 9/9; New Alresford 14/9; Chilling 14/9; Hook-with-Warsash 20/9,
26/9, 28/9, 30/9, 17/10; Wattons Ford 22/9; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 27/9, 12/10, 2
15/10; Ringwood 17/10

Honey-buzzard: Fleet Pond 21/9

PALLID HARRIER: Lee-on-the-Solent 11/10

Hen Harrier: [Records away from roost sites] Ibsley Common 12/10; Turf Hill
Inclosure, NF 19/10; Ragged Boys Hill 30/10; Lepe 2/11; Chilling Cliffs 2/11;
Latchmore Bottom, NF 9/11; Tweseldown 11/11; Titchfield Haven 14/11; Bossington
22/11; Hill Top 8/12; Breamore 22/12; Martin Down 22/12; Lane End 22/12
Short-eared Owl: Lepe 1/11; Hill Head 1/11; Middle Wallop Airfield 9/11; Keyhaven
Marsh 15/11

Hoopoe: Havant 1/9; Minley 6/10; Nursling 18/11

Wryneck: Eyeworth Pond 1/9; Lepe 4/9; Manor Farm CP 7/9; Hill Head 7/9 - 13/9;
Titchfield Haven Canal Path 11/9, 13/9; Twyford Down 14/9

Merlin: Lymington-Keyhaven 10/9, 1/10, 6/10, 17/10, 24/10, 29/10, 2/12, 6/12, 12/12,

[4
Osprey - Terry Jenvey
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14/12, 30/12; Black Knowl, NF 13/9; Turf Hill Inclosure, NF 19/10; Black Gutter
Bottom 22/10, 11/12, 25/12, 27/12; Ashley Down 24/10; Lepe 28/10, 7/12, 30/12;
Hale Purlieu 29/10; Brook Common 31/10; Hill Head 1/11; Middle Wallop Airfield
12/11; St Catherines Hill, Winchester 12/11; Ober Corner, NF 12/11; Martin Down
12/11; Farley Mount 20/11; Jacks Bush 3 20/11; Exbury 22/11; Stoney Cross 26/11;
Lower Test Marshes 28/11; Basingstoke 13/12; Posbrook Floods 15/12
Yellow-browed Warbler: Titchfield Haven 28/9, 2 18/10; Titchfield Haven Canal Path
29/9, 13/10, 2 15/10; Sandy Point, Hayling Island 1-2 1/10
- 15/10, 5/12; Danebury 5/10; Hook-with-Warsash 6/10;
Pennington 7/10, 2/11; Sinah GP, Hayling Island 2 8/10,
9/10; Fishery Creek, Hayling Island 2 18/10; Longslade
Bottom, NF 23/10; Southampton Common 27/10; Burley
NF 3/11; Hilsea Lines 10/12 - 16/12

Pallas’s Warbler: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 16/10
Siberian Chiffchaff: Chilling 2/11; Titchfield Haven
13/11; Darby Green 12/12

Rose-coloured Starling: Beaulieu 6/9; Andover 13/10
Ring Ouzel: Ladle Hill 2 4/10; Millersford Bottom 2 7/10,
2 12/10; Leaden Hall, NF 13/10, 2 19/10, 21/10; Fleet
Pond 16/10; Eastleigh Railway Yard 17/10; Portsdown
Hill 2-3 17/10 - 22/10; Deadman Hill, NF 17/10; Butser Hill 2 . P
1-6 18/10 - 25/10; Old Winchester Hill 21/10; Ashley L R L e
Walk 22/10; Pigeon House Farm 2 22/10, 29/10, 1-2 Black Redstart - Rob Porter
5/11 - 10/11; Mottisfont 22/10; Lower Test Marshes 22/10; Black Knowl, NF 31/10;
Tweseldown 4/11; Pennington Marsh 8/11

Pied Flycatcher: Pig Bush, NF 4/9; Lepe 2 7/9, 8/9; Roydon Woods 7/9;

Chilling 7/9; Northney, Hayling Island 7/9; Crofton Cemetery 8/9; Marlhill Copse,
Southampton 21/9

Red-breasted Flycatcher: Alton 5/10

Black Redstart: Fort Nelson, Portsdown Hill 19/10; Fishery Creek, Hayling Island
22/10; Romsey 22/10; Meonstoke 25/10; Daedalus Airfield 1-4 26/10 - 16/12;

Eastoke, Hayling Island 27/10; Southampton General Hospital 27/10, 29/10; Sandy
Point, Hayling Island 2 29/10, 3/11; Nursling Church 29/10; Lepe 2/11, 9/11;

Southsea 4/11, 5/11, 12/11, 2/12, 3 4/12, 13/12, 30/12; Hill Head 1-2 4/11 - 8/11;
Fratton 8/11; Hamble Point 14/11; Hollom Down 21/11, 22/11; Redbridge 3/12;
Calshot Spit 20/12

Tree Sparrow: Barton on Sea 4/10, 11/10

Water Pipit: Titchfield Canal Path 2 17/10, 28/11, 26/12; Keyhaven Marsh 3 24/10,
5/11,17/11, 28/11; Edenbrook CP, Fleet 28/10; Farlington Marshes 4/11, 2 14/11;
Lower Test Marshes 8/11, 2 16/11, 23/12, 27/12; Titchfield Haven 17/11

Richard's Pipit: Chineham 4/11

Lapland Bunting: Hill Head 16/11

Snow Bunting: Sandy Point, Hayling Island 28/10 - 3/11

Ortolan Bunting: Pig Bush, NF 4/9

Please send records in for the HOS database and Hampshire Bird Report. Send them
to County Recorder Martin Pitt at: 35 Clere Gardens, Chineham, Basingstoke, Hants,
RG24 8LZ mijpitt35clere@hotmail.com. Records can be submitted as an email
attachment using the Recording Form on the HOS website: hos.org.uk
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FOCUS ON WINNALL MOORS

In this issue we focus on Winnall Moors, a Hampshire Wildlife Trust reserve
near the centre of Winchester.

i Habitat

The River ltchen and its
various carriers flow through
Winnall Moors, which were

§ formerly managed as floated
% water meadows.

% Today, the site comprises
S extensive herb- rich grass-
& == lands together with smaller
=¥ areas of open mixed fen and
* reedbeds. There are also

2 some patches of scrub and
«J deciduous woodland.

| Species

% Breeding birds include such
classic chalk-river species as Little Grebe, Kingfisher, Grey Wagtail, Sedge and Reed
Warblers and Reed Bunting.

The habitat is also ideal for Cetti’'s Warblers. Cuckoos are present in spring and have
bred. It is hoped that the planned habitat restoration project will result in the return of
such lost breeding species as Northern Lapwing, Common Snipe and Common
Redshank, which regularly nested in the wet meadows up to the mid-1990s. A good
selection of commoner breeding birds associated with scrub and woodland also
inhabit the reserve. These include Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers and
Treecreeper.

During the winter, the area supports very
small numbers of waterfowl, Gadwall
and Little Grebe being the most likely
species to be seen. A few Water Rails
and Common Snipe skulk in the marshy
areas and along the margins of the
drainage channels. Bitterns have
occurred in several years and probably
go unnoticed. It is worth checking the
alders and birches for flocks of Siskins
and Redpolls. Migrant Common
Sandpipers sometimes appear,
particularly during the autumn. e

Otherwise, small numbers of other Cetti’s Warbler - Rob Porter
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common migrants occur at times of
passage when such uncommon birds
as Marsh Harrier, Osprey and Short-
eared Owl have been seen. As Cattle
Egrets have started breeding in
Hampshire there is the chance that
birds will turn up more regularly, and a
group of eight did follow the cattle
around for a day in September 2018.

Vagrants have included Red-footed
Falcon and Little Bunting. . Grey Wagtall Rlchard Jacobs
Timing

Due to its location so close to Winchester city centre, Winnall Moors is popular with
visitors, particularly at weekends when early morning visits are recommended.

Access

Winnall Moors NR is best approached from the large roundabout at junction 9 of the
M3 by taking Easton Lane, signposted to Winnall Trading Estate, south-west towards
Winchester City Centre. At the small roundabout, take the second exit (straight on),
signposted to Winchester C|ty Centre and Industrial Estates, and continue south-
west on Easton Lane. After
Easton Lane becomes Wales
Street, follow the road around to
the right and shortly after crossing
the bridge over the River ltchen
turn right into Durngate car park
(pay). The entrance to the car
park is 0.8 miles from junction 9
of the M3 and opposite The
Willow Tree pub. From the car
park entrance turn left, walk
back alongside the roadside and
the main entrance to the reserve
is on the left immediately before
the bridge over the River ltchen.

The reserve is usually open, but
sometimes needs to be closed to
move cattle or during periods of
flooding. There is a well- marked
circular footpath of about a mile
around the southern part of the
reserve. Access to the north of
the reserve is by permit only or by
attending one of the guided
walks. For a longer walk of 4-5
miles overlooking the water
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meadows, you can follow the
ltchen Way up the east of the
valley, cross the river at
Fulling Mill and return down
the west side of the valley via
St Swithun’s Way.

Further details are on the
HIWWT website.

Facilities: Durngate car park
(pay).

Calendar

All year

Little Grebe, Kingfisher,
Green and Great-spotted - S —]
Woodpeckers, Grey Wagtail, Little Grebe - Brian Cartwright
Cetti’'s Warbler, Treecreeper

and Reed Bunting.

November to March
Water Rail, Common Snipe, Siskin, Lesser Redpoll

April to July
Cuckoo, Sedge and Reed Warblers, common migrant landbirds

August to October
Common migrant landbirds.

The information in this

article is taken from Where to
Watch Birds in Dorset,
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight
by HOS Chair Keith Betton.

It’s a must have book for any
Hampshire Birder, so if you
haven’t got a copy, then get
online or head to your local
bookshop and pick one up.

You’ll wonder how you ever
managed without it.

Female Reed Bunting - Helen Wood
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MONEY WELL SPENT

Grants from HOS are being used to help birds and wildlife across Hampshire. Here
we showcase just a few of the projects the Society is supporting.

Overwintering and Migration Behaviours of Jack Snipe

HOS is funding 10 GPS trackers and
base station loggers, plus IT support to
help find out more about the
overwintering and migration behavours
of Jack Snipe in North East Hampshire.

We are giving £5,772 to Sparsholt
College and the team there hope to
understand where the birds go within
their wintering areas, and how they
react to variations in weather. If the
birds return to the same sites in winter
we would find out further details of
where they bred and their precise
migration route.

Jack Snipe - Helen Wood

Acoustic Monitoring of Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers and Hawfinches

A grant of £6,025 to the BTO will put HOS at the forefront of ground-breaking work to
identify the presence of several scarce and overlooked species using acoustic data
loggers. The money will be used for the development of computer analysis of calls
using digital files and enable us to buy three acoustic units to collect the calls from
Hampshire sites for analysis. This will help us by adding to our data on species like
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers and Hawfinches and our grant to the BTO will enable
the BTO to develop more work on this both in Hampshire and beyond.

Swift and House Martin Tower for Blashford
Lakes

HOS is giving £4,100 to the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust to purchase and install a Swift
and House Martin Tower at Blashford Lakes.

The tower, which will use playback to attract the
birds, will be designed for up to 25 Swift nests, and
16 House Martin nests. We have ensured that the
Trust consulted with Tim Norriss of Hampshire Swifts
who has a lot of experience with towers. As well as
helping the birds, this tower create more awareness
House Martin - Andy Tew of Swift and House Martin conservation.
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TAKE 5

Our focus on local photographers — Chris Rose

| have always had an interest in birds and wildlife, from an early
age living in Oxford and then when | moved to Essex in the 80s.
Hampshire has been my home since 1993 aside from four years
living in New Jersey at the turn of the century. | started to
combine my birding with photography seriously in 2012 when |
acquired some to Canon equipment. Over the following years |
have upgraded and today use a Canon R7 with an RF 100-
500mm lens. | recently retired in June 2023 and have been able
4 to spend much more time birding.

7.3

Mallard — Swelling Hill Pond Four Marks

In 2012 | started a blog on the wildlife around home in Four Marks. It is mostly farm
and woodland, the only water being a small pond at Swelling Hill, so Mallard were a
good find. This photograph was taken for the blog just after a snowstorm and the
pond was frozen. The challenge here was due to the snow and the effect on the
exposure. | wanted to capture the lovely shine on the Mallard’s head, so had to
overexpose several stops to capture it. | was pleased with the result and the
discarded branch adds to the scene.
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Red Kite — Old Winchester Hill

As a boy | was fascinated by the
pictures of Red Kite in my bird
books. Those days they were
extremely rare. | finally managed
to see my first Red Kite in West
Wales back in 1988. Today | can
watch Red Kites from my
bedroom windows. One morning
while walking the fort at Old
Winchester Hill | came across
this one sat on a post. | was able
to drop down the bank of the
moat to stay hidden so as not to
spook the bird. The result was a
wonderful portrait with a lovely
background.

Avocet - Fishtail Lagoon

The Avocet was another of those birds
as a boy that | was obsessed with, living
in Oxford | had little chance to see them.
A very elegant wader, | like to think of
them as the Audrey Hepburn of the bird
world, with their black and white
plumage they lend themselves and their
reflection to black and white images.
This was taken in the summer on the
still water of Fishtail Lagoon then
processed as black and white.



Firecrest — Four Marks

The diminutive
Firecrest has been
very successful
throughout the county
over the last decade.

I am lucky to have
several pairs breeding
locally around my
home. This provides
the opportunity to
photograph this
stunning little bird. It
seems like they
inhabit every Holly or
Yew tree and their
song in the spring
gives them away and
with patience you can
get some good views.

Black-browed
Albatross —
Bempton Cliffs,
Yorkshire

In February 2023
my wife and |
were in New
Zealand and
Australia, a
retirement
present. |
managed to
photograph
seven albatross
species and
plenty of other
wildlife. So |
have chosen an
albatross for my
selection outside of Hampshire, but this is the Black-browed Albatross that was
present at Bempton Cliffs in 2022. It was incredible to watch this magnificent bird
pass as close as three metres away as it circled the cliffs with

Gannets. A wonderful experience that set things up for those we saw in February.

This has been a very difficult task, with so many photographs to chose from, To see
more please browse my blog https://awayfromfourmarks.blogspot.com/

38



AN UNUSUAL MOORHEN

This leucistic moorhen appeared by
our stretch of the River Dun near
Dunbridge on 5 November 2024, and
has taken up residence. It behaves
like @ moorhen, on river bank and in
the water, with typical tail twitch and
pecking. We do have resident/
breeding moorhens here, and the
incomer was initially chased off by the
resident moorhens when it got too
close.

It has remained here since then ('m
writing this on 1 January), taking up
residence in a small patch of our
garden and river (approx 50m x 5m
stretch of river and bank). It feeds in
the grass, flies in short bursts and swims like a moorhen. The other moorhens have
now accepted its presence, and they forage together.

| It seems tame, and comfortable in its new
neighbourhood. Note the leg ring, indicating
it is probably from a collection/zoo, rather
than wild. | can find no reference to such a
bird in the latest HOS bird report.

Leucism, the genetic partial loss of all types
| of pigmentation, is not common in birds
(perhaps less than one in 30,000 records).
The genetic mutation results in white
feathers, but the eyes are not affected, and
hence remain dark.

This is not to be confused with albinism, the genetic
loss only of melanin production, hence albinos are
not entirely white and often have pink eyes.

Leucism in birds is known in Sparrows, Peacocks,
Mallards, Mandarin Ducks, Plovers and Ravens
(among others).

In mammals it is known in lions, rats, snakes,
alligators and Grey Squirrels. | have even seen it, in
Kenya, in a giraffe.

Words and pictures by Mike Harrison
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

The latest in our regular series of articles aimed at helping you to identify those
species that can be difficult to distinguish. In this issue Martin Pitt, Hampshire
County Bird Recorder, takes a closer look at Hampshire’s winter Grebes.

r_—*'i'

N

With winter upon us, and although both Great-crested Grebe and Little Grebe are
common on both inland and coastal waters, there are three other species that are
scarce visitors to the county and in their comparatively dull winter plumage can be
troublesome to distinguish. I'm talking about Black-necked Grebe, Slavonian Grebe
and Red-necked Grebe.

All three are intermediate in size, larger than Little Grebe but smaller than
Great-crested Grebe, but often it is difficult to judge the size of lone birds without any
points of reference and unfortunately all three species are often quite distant -
especially on the coast. Looking in any bird book, it is clear that, in the finery of
breeding plumage, all are relatively simple to tell apart, however in their non-breeding
colours everything becomes much more subjective as the basic colour scheme is
grey and white for all and the structure of the bird becomes more important when
making an identification.

That being said, of the three Red-necked Grebe is the largest, and looks ‘big’ and is
unlikely to be confused with the other two and neither with Little Grebe. Conversely,
Slavonian and Black-necked look ‘small’ and while confusion with Little is possible it
is unlikely with Red-necked and Great-crested.

From a Hampshire perspective, the three are primarily winter visitors to the coast,
with low numbers each year. Black-necked Grebe is the exception in that it is
occasionally found in summer and on inland lakes. It is a scarce winterer in the UK
with only 150 or so birds wintering, however up to a dozen still winter in Langstone
Harbour, although this is a 60% decrease from historic numbers. Other sightings
have included the western Solent and on Ibsley Water at Blashford.

Slavonian is more plentiful in a UK context with around 1,000 birds wintering but is

less numerous in Hampshire where probably 6-10 winter and they are normally found
in ones or twos and the best sites for these have been the western Solent, especially
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off the Pennington/Keyhaven stretch of coast. They are also found in Southampton
Water in low numbers and will drift on the tide into the adjacent areas of the Solent.

Red-necked Grebe is rarer still, with 50-60 birds in the UK in most winters and it is not
quite annual in the county — however at the time of writing we do have two in
Hampshire. They can occur anywhere along the coast, but are nearly always solitary
and can be long-staying - enabling observers to catch up with this scarce visitor.

Plumage characteristics

Overall, all these species are sooty in colour and each has a white cheek patch. They
all lack the extended neck length of the Great -crested Grebe.

Black-necked is the smallest of the three and will look the daintiest, with its thin neck
and upturned bill. As with the Slavonian Grebe, its tendency to ‘ride high’ in the water
makes it look similar to its smaller cousin the Little Grebe however both lack that
Species’ brown tones.

Slavonian is intermediate in size, being bigger than Black-necked but noticeably
smaller than Red-necked. It has the thicker neck of the smaller grebes, but a body
shape that rarely shows the ‘puffed up’ look of its smaller cousins. The bright red eye
of both Slavonian and Black-necked is distinctive.

Red-necked remains a smaller version of Great-crested Grebe, rarely with the
sinuous neck shape that species can show, but distinctly larger than the other two.

Although winter birds are straightforward with care, confusion can be introduced when
the birds start moulting into breeding plumage. The is particularly the case with Black-
necked and Slavonian where the moult pattern of the Slavonian means it loses the
distinct capped appearances as the ear coverts darken. At this point, body and
especially bill shape become more important.

Further references

BTO bird identification videos — how to identify winter grebes - bto.org/develop-
your-skills/bird-identification/videos/bto-bird-id-winter-grebes

Birdguides Photo identification guide - birdguides.com/articles/identification/grebe-
photo-id-guide/ & https://www.birdguides.com/articles/identification/february-id-tips-
black-necked-and-slavonian-grebe/

Photo credits:
Black-necked Grebe by Darryl Gorman

Slavonian Grebe by Emma Parkes
Red-necked Grebe by Chris Rose
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Black-necked Grebe

Overall piebald colouration and red eye
Black cap extends below eye line, often
with dark ‘ear’ patch

Beak fine, with upturned tip, noticeable at
long distances

‘Fluffy underparts’ giving it a rounded
body shape — more akin to Little Grebe
Neck, and flanks sooty

In flight shows white only to the rear of
the wing but extends through
secondaries to inner primaries

Slavonian Grebe

Overall piebald colouration and red eye
Sharp demarcation of black cap through
the eye-line

Stout beak, with a white tip

Neck dark, but often with a white front
Flanks sooty

Body shape more akin to larger grebes
In flight shows white secondaries and
forewing

- ; Red-necked Grebe

Overall sooty brown in colouration
with distinct white cheek patch
Darker cap with demarcation
through the eye line

Stout yellowish beak, often with a
dark culmen

Neck dark, sometimes showing
rusty tones of breeding plumage
Flanks sooty

Body shape of a larger grebe

In flight shows white to secondaries
& forewing similar to Slavonian but
less extensive than Great-crested
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The Birds of Needs Ore. Hardback.

408 pages and over 800 illustrations, photographs, graphs and
tables. Written and illustrated by Chris Button

Privately published. £25.

By John Clark

This book reviews 100 years of bird records for this unspoilt part of
the Hampshire coast — 277 species in all including 10 firsts’ for -
Hampshire. Needs Ore was ‘discovered’ as a birding location by the
late John Taverner in 1955 and he quickly recognised the
importance of the site for wintering wildfowl and waders and
breeding gulls and terns. With the agreement of the owners - the
Beaulieu Estate - the establishment of a summer wardening scheme from 1962
protected the site from trespassers. This resulted in an astonishing expansion which
culminated in peak counts of around 20,000 pairs of Black-headed Gulls in the early
1970s, at the time the largest colony in the UK.

Along the way, John discovered the UK’s first breeding pair of Mediterranean Gulls in
1968. The colony also hosted substantial numbers of Common, Sandwich and Little
Terns and occasionally Roseate Terns. Wildfowl and wader counts have been
undertaken at the site since the 1950s. The book examines the trends over this
period and unfortunately many species have declined after peaking in the later years
of the 20" century. Most notably is Spotted Redshank, peak autumn counts of which
reached between 50 and 75 almost annually between 1961 and 1985 but have
declined to single figures since. It is not all doom and gloom though, for species such
as Cetti’'s Warbler and Avocet have colonised the site and ground-breaking work is
being undertaken to protect breeding Ringed Plovers, Lapwings and Oystercatchers.

The species accounts comprise the bulk of the book (280 pages). There are also
substantial chapters describing the different habitats on the reserve and the annual
cycle, as well as sections on the history of the site, its management and the
monitoring work undertaken.

The book features the author’s pleasing artwork and a large selection of habitat and
species photographs, many taken by local birders. The book has been expertly
designed by Dan Powell and comes as a sturdy hardback with a laminated cover. It is
an essential purchase for anyone interested in Hampshire’s birds and exceptional
value at £25. To order a copy please e-mail your postal address to
chris@needsore.com. £25 plus £3.50 postage.

An annual or day permit to visit Needs Ore can be purchased from the Beaulieu
Estate office on 01590 614621 week days or 01590 614646 weekends,
email: estate@beaulieu.co.uk
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DESERT ISLAND BOOKS

Our castaway this issue is Suzy Buttress, producer and host of The
Casual Birder Podcast, a show that inspires people to take notice of
the birds around us. Suzy has loved watching birds since she was a
small child. She describes herself as a slow birder, and loves taking
time (when the birds cooperate) to watch their behaviours and
interactions before moving on to the next species. She is also a lazy
birder - some of her favourite birding days have been spent sitting in
the garden in various holiday rentals, watching the birds that visit.

Why Do Birds Suddenly Disappear? 200 birds, 12
months, 1 lapsed birdwatcher - Lev
Why —‘l Parikian (published 2021)

Do A delightful book about Lev's quest to see 200 UK bird species in one
&:ﬂi\"h‘ year. Finding an old bird ID guide, Lev realises the list of species he

Disappear? claimed to have seen as a child might not have been entirely accurate. So
v " he decides challenge himself to actually find those species.

But this wonderful book is not just about birds. Lev shares memories of his parents

who fostered his love of the natural world and stories about the people he meets

during his quest, all told with Lev's characteristic wit and humour.

I've chosen this book as it brings back fond memories of a day spent birding with Lev.
Reliving his charming style and gentle humour will comfort me on the island. [The bird
outing with Lev is one of my favourite podcast episodes and contains my first
introduction to a Cetti's Warbler]

Fledgling - Hannah Bourne-Taylor (Published 2023 by Aurum)
After moving to Ghana for her husband's work, the terms of the visa did
not allow Hannah to work. Struggling to adjust to the way of life and
feeling isolated, she took solace in the big skies and the natural world.

After a particularly bad storm, she found a fledgling bird abandoned by its
parents, so Hannah took on the task of caring for the young bird. From
the struggle of the intense feeding regimen for the young chick to the
moments of joy as this young bird became independent and ready to
rejoin its flock, Hannah's story is both uplifting and emotional.

Now back in the UK, Hannah has become a passionate voice for the provision of Swift
bricks in new homes to bolster the loss of nesting spots that modern living has
brought. I've chosen this book as it is filled with compassion and strength, and it’s
good to read the stories that make us smile through our tears.
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SO INBINEY Collins Bird Guide. The most complete guide to the birds of Britain
S8 and Europe - 3rd edition - Lars Svensson, Killian Mullarney, Dan
ul I 1}]: Zetterstrom (Published 2023 by William Collins)
"‘J For me, this book is an absolute must. It will remind me of all the birds

\ that | have seen back home and those that | might yet see if | ever leave
the island. Perfect as a reference book with its detailed descriptions and
drawings, it is also a great book to just open at random and learn about
a new species.

Curlews on Vulture Street - Cities, Birds, People and Me - Darryl
Jones (Published 2022 by New South Publishing)

An intriguing insight into the birds living and thriving in urban and
suburban environments in Australia. The author is an ecologist and life-
long bird lover. Following his studies on Brush-turkeys he became an
expert on the courtship behaviour and life cycle of these large birds,
which led him to consider how we can live in harmony with the birds that
share our spaces.

HREEL SHREE

Using his own personal experiences, Darryl discusses key examples of how birds
and humans co-exist and interact. It includes stories of the famous Australian
Magpies protecting their nests and the Brush-turkeys, which build mounds of earth to
incubate their eggs, dismaying some gardeners. His writing style is accessible and
informal, and the entertaining stories would be a great distraction on the island.

100 100 Australian birds - Georgia Angus (Published 2021 by Quadrille)
’ ﬁ' # |7 Gifted to me by the host of the Weekend Birder podcast, this is a
Bustralian » beautifully illustrated and fascinating guide to birdwatching in Australia.

= U, | ltisideal for beginners, providing the essence of 100 of Australia's key
Birds native species through simple descriptions and the personal
F = | | observations of the author. It explains where to look for each species,

e

"= . what to listen for and how to filter out other similar-looking birds.

The book includes contributions from First Nations people on the names used for
particular species. On the desert island this book would keep me entertained while
making me yearn for the birds | never got to see on my vacation to Australia.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETRN
KINGFISHER ISSUE 182

The next issue of Kingfisher will be out in June 2025. If you have an idea for an
article, please contact hoskingfisher@outlook.com well before the deadline.

The deadline for finished articles is Thursday 1 May 2025. Articles should be
submitted as a Word document and pictures should be sent as jpeg attachments, in
the highest resolution possible.

Photographers and artists please send submissions to hoskingfisher@outlook.com. If
you are submitting photos for the website, please send them to photos@hos.org.uk
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The Nature of the New Forest

By Clive Chatters, Pisces Publications. 2024
320 pages. Many colour photographs.

ISBN: 978-1-913994-14-3, Hardback £38.50

By Keith Betton

The author, Clive Chatters, will need little introduction to any HOS
members living in the New Forest. As an all-round naturalist, he has
spent the last 40 years living there and has held several managerial
posts in the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust since 1989,
particularly in relation to conservation. He was also a member of the New Forest
National Park Authority Board from 2004-2010. He knows the New Forest as well as
anyone and understands both its value for nature and its role as a working common.

The first chapter explains the geology of the Forest. Then there is a longer chapter
exploring the habitats of the open forest including the pasture woodlands. The next
10 sections discuss the various taxa that the Forest supports: flowers and ferns,
bryophytes, fungi, lichens, insects, other invertebrates, fish, reptiles and amphibians,
birds and mammals. The final chapters examine the gains and losses observed in
our wildlife, and finally there is discussion which considers some of the clear threats
such as fire and ground disturbance, and other issues which often draw polarised
comments, such as commoning and grazing.

The section looking at birds runs to 10 pages which, at first, feels rather thin
compared with the 76 pages allocated to insects and other invertebrates. However, it
is a reminder that the New Forest is home to around 100 breeding bird species, it is
also used by several thousand types of insects, including over 1,400 moths and
2,600 beetles. Although the book explores current-day biodiversity, there is also a
significant look back through the last 100 years or more. | am all for looking back to
see where you’'ve been but there is maybe not quite enough on the current day forest
bird numbers. For example, Montagu’s Harrier is mentioned as a past breeder but
Hen Harrier, as an important winter visitor, is not. HOS’s Woodlark survey of 2019 is
referenced, but instead the result from the 2006 survey is used to show a recent
decline when numbers are high, and similarly Dartford Warbler, which we surveyed in
2023. Of course, the transcript will have been written well in advance, but | would
contend that these recent facts would have been available in time.

Overall, despite the somewhat dated bird information, this is a book that gives a good
overview of the New Forest. Clive Chatters understands the many pressures that the
area is challenged by. He addresses some of the issues that birdwatchers and others
regularly raise as concerns. With a place such as the New Forest it is necessary to
see the bigger picture. What is overgrazed for a birdwatcher may well be perfect for
a botanist!
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PHOTO FINISH

Heading for the HOS AGM?
Mute Swans - Brian Cartwright

Walk like an Egyptian
Egyptian Geese
Rob Porter




PHOTO FINISH

Posing!

Glossy lbis

Peter Honeysett
HOS Young Member

* It's snowing!

B Glossy Ibis

Joe Honeysett

HOS Young Member




PHOTO FINISH

Lunchtime! Water Rail - Andy Tew



PHOTO FINISH

We’re behind you!
Redwing - Peter Hyde

An apple a day!
Female Blackcap - Helen Wood
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PHOTO FINISH

Looking Up!
Green Woodpecker
Rob Porter
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NOT TO BE MISSED!

GREAT SPEAKERS!
GREAT COMPANY!
GREAT STALLS!

GREAT CHANCE TO FIND OUT MORE
ABOUT HOS!

GREAT COFFEE!

A GREAT DAY OUT!

HOS AGM and Members’ Day - Saturday 29 March
Come along and find out more about the White-tailed
Eagle release, birds of the Eastern Solent, Hamp-
shire’s butterflies, Roseate Terns, Woodlarks and much
more.

Visit our two exhibition halls and pick up a bargain in
our huge book sale.

Full details inside this issue!
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